Alexy  Rios 


HIM  it 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections(S)sos.texas.gov>  — ”” 

Thursday,  May  04,  2017  3:06  PM  "  ^ 

Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA7CSO-  Election  Advisories  No.  2017-02  and  No.  2017-03 


Hello  Everyone, 


Election  Advisories  No.  2017-02  -  Post-Election  Procedures  and  Qualifying  for  Office  for  the  May  6,  2017  Uniform 
Election  and  No.  2017-03  -  Recount  Deadlines  for  the  May  6,  2017  Elections  of  Cities,  School  Districts  and  Other 
Political  Subdivisions  advisories  are  posted  on  the  live  website  and  links  are  also  found  in  the  following  entities  as  well. 
The  Procedures  to  Request  and  Conduct  a  Recount  page  has  been  updated  too. 


•  County  Clerks 

•  Tax  Assessor-Collector/Voter  Registrar 

•  Elections  Administrators 

•  City  Secretary/Clerk 

•  School  Districts 

•  Other  Political  Subdivisions 


Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 
Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state.tx.us/ elections/ index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  May  08,  2017  2:08  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA/CSO— Waiver  of  Partial  Manual  Count 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Waiver  of  Partial  Manual  Count  after  the  May  6,  2017  Uniform  Election  Date 

To:  All  Election  Officials 


From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

Date:  May  8.  2017 
RE:  Waiver  of  Partial  Manual  Count  after  the  May  6,  201 7  Uniform 
Election  Date 

This  is  your  official  notification  that  the  partial  manual  count  will  be  waived  for  the  May  6,  2017  uniform 
election.  Under  Section  127.201(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  “Code”),  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  in 
an  election  in  which  an  electronic  voting  system  is  used  is  required  to  conduct  a  manual  count  in  one  percent  of  the 
election  precincts  or  three  election  precincts,  whichever  is  greater.  Tex.  Elec.  Code  Ann.  §  1 27.201(a).  Section 
1 27.201  (f)  of  the  Code  gives  the  Secretary  of  State  authority  to  waive  the  requirement  of  a  manual  count. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  Elections  Division  at  elections@sos.texas.aov  or  cal!  toll-free  at  1-800-252- 
VOTE(8683). 

KI:CG 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secreta  ry  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Ale>o^JWos 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  May  09,  2017  4:37  PM 
Elections  Internet 

Mass  Email  CSO/CC/EA— Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  May  6,  2017  Elections 


To:  Elections  Officials 


From: 


Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


Date:  May  9,  201 7 

RE:  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  May  6,  2017  Elections 


Pursuant  to  Section  67.01 7  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  "Code”),  all  political  subdivisions  must  file  precinct  by  precinct 
returns  for  all  candidates  and  measures  for  each  election  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  Code  requires  the  returns  to  be 
submitted  in  an  electronic  form.  There  are  three  methods  you  can  use  to  submit  this  report  information  to  our  office: 

1 .  You  can  put  your  returns  into  a  Secretary  of  State  defined  Excel  spread  sheet  and  attach  the  spreadsheet  to  a 
web  browser.  The  instructions  (PDF'!  for  completing  the  precinct  returns  report  are  available  on  our  website; 

2.  You  can  attach  a  file  from  your  vote  count  machine  (confer  with  your  vendor  for  specific  details); 

3.  You  can  “build"  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the  system.  Since  the  state  does 
not  have  information  specific  to  your  election,  you  will  have  to  update  the  information  required  to  report  your 
election  results. 

The  website  for  entering  precinct  to  precinct  returns  is  currently  available.  You  will  use  polsubpw9  as  the  password,  then 
you  will  be  instructed  to  create  a  new  password. 

Precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  with  this  office  no  later  than  30  days  after  the  election.  The  deadline 
for  this  election  is  Monday,  June  5,  2017.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  the  election  day  votes  for 
candidates  and  measures  in  each  precinct  race  being  reported.  Note  that  you  should  not  input  your  results  until  after  you 
have  canvassed  your  election 

If  your  election  was  cancelled,  please  follow  the  procedures  to  set  up  your  election  and  then  follow  the  cancellation 
procedures  that  are  included  on  page  15  of  llie  iristtuctioris  (PDFI  posted  on  our  website. 

KI:CG 


1 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000005 


AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000006 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  June  07,  2017  9:46  AM 
Elections  Internet 

FW:  EAC  Alert  to  State  and  Local  Election  Officials 
170606  Alert.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

You  may  have  already  received  the  attached  alert,  but  I  vwanted  to  make  sure  that  everybody  had  it.  Please  keep 
security  in  mind  as  a  lop  priorily.  Lei  us  know  if  you  have  any  queslioris. 

Keith 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


www.sos.state.tx.us /elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/i 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


From:  Brenda  Soder  [mailto:BSoder@eac.gov1 

Sent:  T uesday,  June  06,  2017  2:00  PM 

Subject:  EAC  Alert  to  State  and  Local  Election  Officials 

Good  afternoon.  In  follow-up  to  yesterday's  news  story  about  phishing  attacks  targeting  local  election  officials, 
the  EAC  has  issued  the  following  alert.  Please  feel  free  to  share  this  with  those  within  your  networks  who  may 
find  the  information  useful. 

All  the  best, 

Brenda 

BRENDA  BOWSER  SODER 

Director,  Communications  &  Public  Affairs 
U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission 
(2021897-9285  /  www.eac.gov 
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Following  NSA  document  leak,  EAC  Issues  Guidance  and  Recommendations 

June  6,  2017 


Consistent  with  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission’s  commitment  to  providing  state  and  local 
election  administrators  with  the  information  they  need  to  ensure  secure,  accessible  and  accurate 
elections,  the  commission  is  issuing  the  following  alert  to  state  and  local  election  officials; 

According  to  credible  news  reports  that  surfaced  yesterday,  in  the  fail  of  2016,  a  Russian-based 
hacker  launched  a  phishing  cyber-attack  targeting  more  than  100  local  U.S. -based  election  officials. 
The  hacker  sent  these  officials  an  email  appearing  to  come  from  a  private  sector  election  services 
and  equipment  company.  The  goal  was  to  trick  officials  into  opening  Microsoft  Word  documents 
carrying  malware. 


While  phishing  attacks  are  common  across  all  sectors  of  our  society  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  this 
attack  targeted  voting  machines  involved  in  vote  tallying  of  the  2016  Federal  Election,  this  report 
provides  a  timely  reminder  that  officials  must  remain  vigilant  about  election  system  security. 


The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  and  the  Department  of  Flomeland  Security  (DFIS)  are 
Cuiteiiuy  noiiiyiiig  tiie  oiiiciSiS  vi/ho  weie  targeteu  nie  aiiacK  arid  are  cooiuinaring  the  incident 
response. 


As  this  story  continues  to  unfold  and  law  enforcement  officials  coordinate  with  those  targeted  by  this 
phishing  attach,  the  EAC  is  providing  the  following  reminders,  guidance  and  resources; 


•  Check  email  logs  for  emails  from  noreplvautomaticservice@gmail.com  and  vr.elections@.gmail.com 
which  were  identified  by  the  leaked  NSA  document  as  being  the  email  addresses  utilized  by 
the  attackers. 


•  Election  officials  should  work  with  their  IT  officiais  and  their  Secretary  of  State’s  offices  to 
routinely  review  systems  and  logs  for  possible  malicious  emails  and  other  irregular  activity. 

•  Election  officials  should  monitor  and  actively  seek  security  updates  from  state  and  national  law 
enforcement  and  intelligence  sources,  including  the  DFIS  and  FBI.  EAC  will  provide  these 
updates  as  we  receive  them. 

•  Follow  election  best  practices  by  ensuring  voting  systems  &  corresponding  EMS  are  NOT 
connected  to  the  internet. 
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Election  officials  should  review  security  protocols  with  all  staff  and  issue  reminders  to  exercise 
caution  when  opening  links  and  attachments,  even  those  that  appear  to  come  from  known 
senders. 

Visit  the  EAC’s  “Election  Security  Preparedness”  page  for  information  and  checklists  to 
guide  security  efforts,  including: 

o  Considerations  for  Implementing  Voting  Systems  with  COTS  Products 
o  Checklist  -  Securing  Voter  Registration  Data 
o  Checklist  -  Securing  Election  Night  Reporting  Systems 
o  Ransomware  and  What  to  Do  About  It 
o  Ten  Things  to  Know  About  Selecting  a  Voting  System 
o  Ten  Things  to  Know  About  Managing  Aging  Voting  Systems 
o  Cyber  Incident  Response  Best  Practices 

If  you  have  found  something  of  interest  or  have  questions  or  concerns  about  this  incident  and 
its  possible  impact  on  your  election  jurisdiction,  please  contact  the  FBI  cyber  watch  group  at 
1-855-292-3937  or  cvwatch@ic.fbi.qov.  Election  officials  can  also  contact  their  local  FBI  field 
office.  The  EAC  will  follow  up  with  additional  information  and  resources  as  they  become 
available.  If  the  EAC  can  provide  additional  assistance,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  June  27,  2017  4:31  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— VR/EA— Death  Master  File  disclosure 


Dear  County  Voter  Registrars, 

As  you  know,  one  of  the  sources  for  information  regarding  deceased  persons  that  Texas  uses  is  the  Social  Security 
Administration's  Death  Master  File  (DMF).  We  obtain  the  DMFfrom  the  Social  Security  Administration  (SSA)  and  run  the 
data  for  potential  voter  matches.  We  then  cancel  the  strong  voter  matches  and  send  the  weak  voter  matches  to  the 
counties  for  further  review/investigation. 


Recently  the  SSA  has  modified  their  requirements  for  subscriptions  to  the  DMF.  In  connection  with  renewing  our 
subscription,  our  Office  has  agreed  to  remind  everyone  who  uses  the  data  at  the  county  level  of  their  obligations 
regarding  protection  of  the  information.  Specifically,  SOS  has  agreed  that: 

1.  it  shall  disclose  any  information  contained  on  the  DMF  with  respect  to  any  deceased  individual  at  any  time 
during  the  three-calendar-year  period  beginning  on  the  date  of  the  individual's  death  to  any  person 
a.  other  than  a  person  who 


2. 


i.  "has  a  legitimate  fraud  prevention  interest,  or  has  a  legitimate 
business  purpose  pursuant  to  a  law,  governmental  rule,  regulation,  or  fiduciary  duty..."; 

ii.  "has  systems,  facilities,  and  procedures  in  place  to  safeguard  the 
accessed  information,  and  experience  in  maintaining  the  confidentiality,  security,  and 
appropriate  use  of  accessed  information,  pursuant  to  requirements  reasonably  similar  to  the 
requirements  of  section  6103(p)(4)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1986";  and 

iii.  has  "agree[d]  to  satisfy  such  similar  requirements  [to  the 
requirements  of  section  6103(p){4)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1986"; 

wi'iO  usestl'ie  information  ior  any  purpose  other  than  a  legilii.tate  fraud  prevention  interest  or  a 
legitimate  business  purpose  pursuant  to  a  law,  governmental  rule,  regulation,  orfiduciary  duty;  or 
who  further  discloses  the  information  to  any  person  other  than  a  person  who  meets  the  requirements 
in  (a)  above. 

it  will  not  "[u]se"  the  information  contained  on  the  DMF  with  respect  to  any  deceased  individual  "for  any 
purpose  other  than  a  legitimate  fraud  prevention  interest  ora  legitimate  business  purpose  pursuant  to  a  law, 
governmental  rule,  regulation  ,  or  fiduciary  duty.  See  15  C.F.R.  1110.102.  Penalties  for  violating  these 
requirements  are  provided  in  15  C.F.R.  1110.200. 


u. 


C. 


SOS  notes,  however,  that  protected  DMF  information  (i.e.,  the  name,  social  security  account  number,  date  of  birth, 
or  date  of  death)  does  not  include  information  obtained,  or  subsequently  provided  by  a  third  person, 
independently.  15  C.F.R.  1110.2. 


What  this  means  to  you: 

1.  Do  not  share  the  matching  information  obtained  from  the  DMF  that  you  use  to  take  action  on  a  voter  record  - 

a.  Everyone  using  the  data  on  the  Limited  Access  DMF  with  respect  to  any  deceased  individual,  including 
county  employees,  must  not  disclose  any  information  contained  on  the  DMF  with  respect  to  any 
deceased  individual  not  obtained  or  provided  independently  to  any  person  prohibited  from  receiving 
the  data  in  items  (a)  through  (c)  listed  above,  and  must  themselves  take  steps  to  not  fall  into  a 
prohibited  category  of  persons  able  to  receive  the  data  under  items  (a)  through  (c)  above. 

b.  This  would  include  any  side  by  side  printouts  of  Deceased  matching  information  that  are  stored  in  your 
Active/Inactive  files. 
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2.  If  you  receive  a  Public  information  Request  for  the  deceased  matching  information  leading  to  action  on  a  voter 
record,  contact  the  Election  Division  as  soon  as  possible 

a.  Out  of  an  abundance  of  caution,  please  do  not  disclose  the  information  contained  on  the  DMF  with 
respect  to  any  deceased  individual  to  anyone  who  is  not  a  county  employee  or  an  employee  of  the  Texas 
Secretary  of  State  prior  to  obtaining  express  written  permission  from  the  Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary 
of  State  to  do  so,  and  subject  to  applicable  provisions  of  Chapter  552  of  the  Texas  Government 
Code.  If  you  receive  a  request  for  information  which  may  relate  to  information  contained  on  the  DMF 
with  respect  to  any  deceased  individual,  please  inform  the  Elections  Division  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of 
State  before  providing  any  information  which  may  relate  to  information  contained  on  the  DMF  with 
respect  to  any  deceased  individual. 


Keith  Ingram 

DIrecLor,  ElecLiuns  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

A 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


2 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000012 


I 


Alexj^^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas,gov> 

Thursday,  July  13,  2017  3;12  PM 

MASS  E-MAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA/V-669)  -  Legislative  Update;  HB4034  Duplicate  Batch 
Process 

2017  CEO  Agenda.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


Dear  Counties- 

You  have  been  receiving  updates  throughout  the  summer  discussing  changes  HB4034,  which  was  passed  this 
legislative  session  and  is  now  in  effect,  brings  about  as  it  relates  to  maintaining  and  updating  the  voter 
registration  rolls.  In  addition  to  the  changes  previously  discussed,  this  bill  includes  legislation  requiring  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  periodically  compare  voter  infonnation  to  determine  whether  any  voters  have  more  than 
one  registration  record  on  file.  This  bill  further  requires  the  Secretary  of  State  to  determine  infonnation 
combinations  that  constitute  a  weak  match  or  a  strong  match  in  order  to: 

•  Produce  the  least  possible  impact  on  Texas  voters,  and 

•  Fulfill  its  responsibility  to  manage  voter  rolls. 

To  that  end,  our  office  has  created  the  Duplicate  Batch  Process,  which  we  will  be  rolling  out  shortly  after  the 
Summer  Seminar.  In  light  of  that,  we  plan  to  train  on  this  process  at  the  Summer  Seminar  (for  counties 
registered  to  attend)  and  via  Webinar  immediately  after  the  Seminar  (for  counties  not  registered  to  attend  or 
who  will  otherwise  not  be  able  to  have  a  Voter  Registration  representative  present  during  the  Seminar 
training).  This  training  will  provide  details  regarding  a  new  list  maintenance  process.  During  this  presentation, 
we  will  review  changes  made  by  HB4034  to  Chapter  1 8  of  the  Election  Code,  and  the  process  by  which  the 
voter  rolls  will  be  compared,  possible  duplicates  identified,  and  tasks  provided  to  the  counties  for  flirther 
action/resolution.  Because  this  is  a  change  in  how  counties  will  handle  the  processing  of  potential  duplicate 
notifications,  all  counties  should  have  a  voter  registrar  representative  attend  either  the  summer  seminar  training 
or  the  subsequent  webinar.  We  will  also  be  posting  a  Mini-Manual  to  the  DocShare  site  for  this  process.  We 
will  send  notification  once  it  has  been  posted,  so  that  you  can  begin  reviewing  the  workflows  tied  to  this 
process. 

Counties  with  Voter  Registration  Representatives  Attending  the  Seminar  on  August  2"^*: 

Attached  is  the  revised  Seminar  Schedule,  which  has  been  adjusted  to  include  training  of  the  Duplicate  Batch 
Process  on  Day  3.  All  voter  registrar  representatives  attending  the  Seminar  should  plan  to  attend  this  training 
entitled  “HB4034:  Duplicate  Batch  Process”,  which  is  scheduled  to  be  given: 

Wednesday,  August  2,  2017  p.m.  -  2:00  p.ml  HB4034: 

Duplicate  Batch  Process 

If  your  county  is  registered  to  attend  the  Seminar,  but  no  one  in  the  Voter  Registration  Department  will  be  able 
to  stay  and  attend  this  session,  then  please  e-mail  Gloria  Martinez  at  gmartinez@sos.texas.gov  to  ask  about  the 
webinar  options. 

Counties  with  no  Voter  Registration  Representative  Registered  for  the  Summer  Seminar: 

For  those  counties  who  do  not  have  a  voter  registration  representative  signed  up  to  attend  the  Summer  Seminar, 
we  will  send  a  separate  email  to  all  you  no  later  than  Friday,  July  14  to  sign  up  to  attend  a  class  via  webinar 
the  week  following  the  Summer  Seminar  (August  7-1 1).  This  training  will  be  a  repeat  of  the  training  provided 
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during  the  Summer  Seminar.  We  will  be  providing  this  speech  via  webinar  to  accommodate  counties  unable  to 
send  a  representative  to  attend  the  Summer  Seminar.  You  will  need  to  be  sure  to  have  at  least  one 
representative  from  your  office  attend  this  class,  to  assist  with  the  training  of  others  in  your  office. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of 
the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy  Schonhoff 

Voter  Registration  Manager 
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AGENDA 


35th  Annual  Election  Law  Seminar 
County  Election  Officiais 


Renaissance  Austin  Hotel 
July  31  -  August  2,  2017 
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SEMINAR  REGISTRATION  DESK 


The  Secretary  of  State  Registration  Desk  will  be  open  3:00  p.m.  -  7:00  p.nn.  on  Sunday,  7:00  a.m.-  6:00  p.m.  on 
Monday,  7:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m,  on  Tuesday,  and  7:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  on  Wednesday. 


ELECTION  DIVISION  SUPPORT  ROOM 


ALL  THREE  GROUPS  WILL  BE  LOCATED  IN  THE  WEDGWOOD  ROOM 

Voter  Registration  staff  will  be  available  to  discuss  TEAM  on  Tuesday  from  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.;  and 
Wednesday  from  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  The  VR  staff  will  not  be  available  on  Monday. 

Election  Funds  Management  staff  will  be  available  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  from  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Attendees  can  access  Chapter  19  and  Primary  Finance  Information. 

Legal  staff  will  be  available  at  limited  times  throughout  the  conference.  Question  slips  may  be  completed  and 
returned  in  the  ballot  boxes  located  at  the  registration  desk  and  support  room  any  time  during  the  conference. 
These  questions  will  be  addressed  during  the  Q&A  sessions  or  via  email  upon  conclusion  of  the  conference. 


CONTINUING  EDUCATION  & 
CERTIFICATES  OF  ATTENDANCE 


County  and  District  Clerks  Association  Members:  If  you  are  a  member  of  CDCAT,  be  sure  to  pick  up  a  continuing 
education  form  at  the  registration  desk.  You  can  mail  or  email  the  completed  form  to  the  Association  (see  form 
for  contact  information). 

Evaluation  and  Certificate  of  Attendance:  An  email  will  be  sent  to  you  on  August  3'^'^  with  a  link  to  the  evaluation 
form.  Upon  receipt  of  your  evaluation,  a  certificate  of  attendance  will  be  emailed  to  you. 

For  questions  regarding  these  items,  please  see  Louri  O'Leary  or  Andria  Perales  during  the  conference. 
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SHUTTLE  SCHEDULE 


Complimentary  transportation  will  be  provided  by  Star  Shuttle  &  Charter  on  a  continuous  basis  to  and  from  the 
host  hotel  and  the  overflow  hotels. 

•  Renaissance  Hotel  9721  Arboretum  Boulevard  (512)  343-2626 

•  DoubleTree  Northwest  8901  Business  Park  Drive  (512)  343-0888 

•  Hyatt  House  10001  N.  Capital  of  Texas  Highway  (512)  342-8080 

•  Hyatt  Place  3612  Tudor  Boulevard  (512)  231-8491 

The  shuttle  will  be  available  at  the  following  times  on  a  continuous  basis: 

Sunday,  July  30*'’ from  2:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 

Monday,  July  31"' from  6:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Aug  1^'from  6:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Wednesday,  Aug  2"" from  6:30  a.m.  to  6:00p.m. 


TEXAS  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 


The  Texas  Legislative  Council  (TLC)  Mapping  and  Redistricting  Section  will  be  located  in  the  Arbor  with  the 
Exhibitors.  Staff  will  be  available  to  answer  questions  about  TLC's  election  and  redistricting  data,  demonstrate  TLC's 
District  Viewer  online  interactive  mapping  application,  the  redistricting  website,  answer  questions  regarding  any 
upcoming  precinct  changes,  and  take  orders  for  small  county  maps  with  2016  general  election  precincts.  TLC  can 

sI'iO  of  I'pon 

District  Viewer,  an  online  interactive  mapping  application,  allows  a  user  to  look  at  the  2016  general  election 
precinct  boundaries  with  street  names  and  to  overlay  the  current  congressional  and  legislative  district  boundaries. 
The  user  can  zoom  in  and  customize  a  map  of  an  area  of  interest  and  download  a  screenshot  of  what  they  see  for 
printing  and  emailing. 

The  TLC  Redistricting  Website  has  information  and  news  about  the  recent  legislative  redistricting  efforts  and  a  link 
to  the  FTP  site,  where  precinct  boundaries,  election  data,  and  district  boundaries  are  available  to  download. 

TLC  staff  will  be  taking  orders  for  small  maps  of  counties  with  2016  General  Election  precincts.  Map  orders  must 
be  placed  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  for  pickup  at  the  seminar  the  next  day.  TLC  staff  will  also  be  collecting 
information  on  2017  Election  precinct  boundary  changes  from  the  counties. 
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DAY  ONE 


Monday,  July  31,  2017 


7:00  a. m.  -8:00  a.m. 

Breakfast  Will  be  available  in  the  ballroom  foyer 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:00  a.m. 

Panel:  Poll  Worker  Training  and  Recruitment 

9:00  a.m.  - 10:15  a.m. 

Heather  Hawthorne,  Chambers  County  Clerk 
Moderator:  Tim  Juro 

Preparing  for  and  Conducting  Voting  By  Mail 

r 

Speakers:  Caroline  Geppert  and  Heidi  Martinez 

10:15  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m. 

Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  -  Qualifying  By  Mail  Ballots 

11:00  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Melanie  Best 

Federal  Voting  Assistance  Program 

11:30  a.m.  - 12:45  p.m. 

Guest  Speaker:  David  Beirne  and  Nathan  Bacchus,  Federal  Voting  Assistance  Program 

Moderator:  Keith  Ingram 

Lunch  on  Your  Own 

12:45  p.m.  - 1:30  p.m. 

Duties  of  County  Election  Officer 

1:30  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Heidi  Martinez 

Duties  of  Election  Judge 

2:30  p.m. -3:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Tim  Juro 

Break 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available.  Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stop  by  and  view 
their  products. 

3:00  p.m. -5:00  p.m. 

Breakout  Voting  Systems  Workshops  for  Counties 

•  Preparing  Your  Ballot  (Speakers:  Keith  Ingram  or  Christina  Adkins) 

•  Programming  Your  Voting  System  (Speakers:  ES&S  or  Hart) 

•  Testing  Your  Voting  System  (Speakers:  ES&S  or  Hart) 

•  Procedures  for  Central  Counting  Station  (Speakers:  Keith  Ingram  or  Christina 
Adkins) 

•  Canvassing  Your  Election  (Speakers:  Keith  Ingram  or  Christina  Adkins) 

•  Obtaining  a  New  Voting  System  (Speakers:  Keith  Ingram  or  Christina  Adkins) 

•  Q&A 

5:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

FVAP  Breakout  Session  David  Beirne  and  Nathan  Bacchus, 

Federal  Voting  Assistance  Program 
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DAY  TWO 


Tuesday,  August  1,  2017 


7:30  a.m. -8:30  a.m. 

All  Sessions  Wm  BE  Heldinthe  Main  Ballroom,  lobbylevel 

7:30  a.m.  -  8:30  a.m. 

Optional  Session:  Elections  101 

8:15  a.m. -8:45  a.m. 

Speakers:  Christina  Adkins  and  Caroline  Geppert 

Meet  &  Greet  with  Secretary  Pablos 

8:45  a.m.  -9:00  a.m. 

Ballroom  Foyer 

Welcome  &  Opening  Remarks 

The  Honorable  Rolando  B.  Pablos 

9:00  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m. 

Notes  and  Legislative  Update 

9:30  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m. 

Speaker:  Keith  Ingram 

HB  658  -  Voting  at  Residential  Care  Facilities 

10:00  a.m.  - 10:45  a.m. 

speaker:  Caroline  Geppert 

Role  of  the  County:  Conducting  the  Primary  Election 

10:45  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  Tim  Jura 

Primary  Funds 

11:45  a.m. -1:00  p.m. 

Speakers:  Dan  Glotzer  and  Amanda  Grossman 
Luncheon  Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day. 

Rio  Grande  ballroom,  Plaza  Level  Please  stop  by  and  view  their  products. 

1:00  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Precincts  and  Polling  Places 

2:00  p.m. -2:30  p.m. 

Speakers'  Caroline  Gepoert  and  Andre  Montgomery 

Provisional  Ballots 

2:30  p.m. -3:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Melanie  Best 

Break 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available.  Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stap  by  and  view 
their  products. 

3:00  p.m.  -  3:45  p.m. 

Panel:  Contracting  with  Cities,  Schools  and  Other  Political  Subdivisions 

3:45  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Andre  Montgomery 
Guest  Speaker:  Mina  Cook,  Hunt  County  Elections  Administrator 

Public  Information/Open  Records 

4:30  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Andre  Montgomery 
Guest  Speaker:  Sean  Nottingham,  Texas  Attorney  General's  Office 

Question  and  Answer  Session 
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DAY  THREE 

Wednesday,  August  2,  2017 

All  Sessions  Will  be  Held  in  the  Main  Ballroom,  lobby  level 

7:30  a.m. -8:30  a.m. 

Continental  Breakfast  will  be  available  in  the  ballroom  foyer 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m. 

Application  Through  Cancellation  -  Part  1 

9:30  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Challenges 

10:00  a.m.  - 11:15  a.m. 

Speaker:  Christina  Adkins 

Application  Through  Cancellation  -  Part  2 

11:15  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Things  To  Do  and  When 

11:45  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m. 

Speakers:  Emily  Jones  and  Brenda  Hester 

Lunch  ON  Your  Own 

1:00  p.m. -2:00  p.m. 

HB4034:  Duplicate  Batch  Process 

2:00  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Establishing  Districts  for  a  New  Entity  Election 

2:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Speakers:  Gloria  Martinez  and  Caroline  Geppert 

Break 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available.  Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stop  by  and  view 
their  products. 

3:00  p.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

Understanding  the  Mass  Mail  Out  &  Postage  Reimbursement 

3:30  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Speakers:  Beva  Kellison  and  Dan  Glotzer 

Chapter  19  Funding 

4:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Amanda  Grossman 

County  Peer  Round  Table  Discussion 

Questions  and  Answers 

DAY  THREE  Wednesday,  August  2,  2017 

^  ^  All  Sessions  Will  be  Held  in  the  Main  Ballroom,  lobby  level 


Moderators:  Voter  Registration  Staff 
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Alexy  Rios  

Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  August  15,  2017  3:37  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CCA'R/EA-Chapter  107 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Dear  election  officials. 

As  you  know,  HB  658,  which,  among  other  things,  created  a  new  Chapter  107  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  was  passed 
during  the  regular  session  earlier  this  year.  New  Chapter  107  and  related  provisions  provide  a  method  for  persons  in 
residential  care  facilities  such  as  nursing  homes  and  assisted  living  centers  to  vote  by  mail,  but  to  have  their  blank  ballots 
hand  delivered  to  them  and  the  completed  ballots  returned  to  the  early  voting  clerk  by  election  judges.  Pursuant  to 
Section  8  of  HB  658  (85'’’  Regular  Session),  these  provisions  are  effective  September  1,  2017. 

You  may  also  have  heard  that  SB  5  passed  in  the  first  called  special  session  of  the  legislature  last  week  and  has  been 
signed  by  the  Governor.  Pursuant  to  Section  20  of  SB  5  (85"^  Legislature  1^‘  Special  Session),  the  repeal  of  new  Chapter 
107  and  related  provisions  is  not  effective  until  December  1,  2017.  See  also  Tex.  Const.  Art.  Ill,  Sec.  39 

This  means  that  Chapter  107  and  related  provisions  will  be  in  effect  for  the  November  7,  2017  election,  and  any  other 
election  which  takes  place  between  September  1,  2017  and  November  30, 2017.  We  are  completing  the  necessary 
forms  and  advisory  and  should  have  those  out  to  you  very  soon.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  us  know. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

vvww.sos .  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

/i 

¥OfETEKIIS,GO¥> 

POWERED  BY  THE  TEXAS  SSCmARY  8F smTE  | 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31 .004  of  the  Texas  Eiection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


1 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000021 


AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000022 


Aiexy  Rios 


Attachments: 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas,gov> 

Tuesday,  August  15,  2017  4:13  PM 
Louri  O'Leary 

MASS  E-MAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-659)  -  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be  held 
on  November  7,  2017 

Ballot  Certification.pdf;  2017  Ballot  Certification  Memorandum.pdf 


Good  Afternoon  County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Please  see  the  attached  Ballot  Certification  and  Memorandum  for  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be  held  on 
November  7, 2017. 

Please  contact  us  at  1/800-252-2216  or  Elections@sos.texas.gov  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Thank  you, 
Louri  O’Leary 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

Elections  Division  0  Elections  Administration  Manager 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 

T:  800.252.  8683  0  vtfww.sos.state.tx.us/elections 

D:  512.463.3204  0  F:  512.475.2811 

lolearviSsos.texas.gov 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXfiS.BOU 


fow£iiED8YniErf)Mssrrafrj)flroPsr/irf  r 

Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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The  State  of  Texas 

Secretary  of  State 

I,  ROLANDO  B.  PABLOS,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  STATE  OF  TEXAS,  DO 
HEREBY  CERTIFY,  in  accordance  with  Section  274.003  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the 
following  amendments  are  the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  as  submitted  by  the  85th 
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  to  appear  on  the  constitutional  amendment  ballot  for  the  special 
election  to  be  held  November  7, 2017. 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  1 

“The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  part  of  the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  or  the  suiviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled  veteran  if  the  residence  homestead  was 
donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a  charitable  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of  the  Texas  Constitution.” 

PkOPuESI'a  N  LMERU  1  uEL  ES  TaDO  TEXAS 

“Enmienda  constitucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad 
valorem  de  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  de  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapacitado  o  del  conyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  parcialmente  discapacitado  si  la 
residencia  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano  discapacitado  por  una  organizacion  benefica  por 
menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  y  que  armoniza  ciertas  disposiciones  relacionadas 
de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  2 

“The  constitutional  amendment  to  establish  a  lower  amount  for  expenses  that  can  be  charged  to  a 
borrower  and  removing  certain  financing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing 
certain  authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing  certain  options  for  the 
refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing  the  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of 
credit,  and  allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads.” 
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PROPUESTA  NUMERO  2  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

'.‘Enmienda  constitucional  para  establecer  una  cantidad  menor  para  los  gastos  que  se  pueden 
cobrar  a  un  prestatario  y  eliminar  ciertas  limit aciones  de  gastos  de  financiacion  para  un 
prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  establecer  ciertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un 
prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  cambiar  ciertas  opciones  para  la  refinanciacion  de  los 
prestamos  de  segunda  hipoteca,  cambiar  del  umbral  para  un  anticipo  de  una  llnea  de  credito 
con  respaldo  hipotecaria  y  otorgar  prestamos  con  garantia  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas 
agricolas"- 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  3 

“The  constitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of  certain  officeholders  appointed  by  the 
governor  and  confirmed  by  the  senate  after  the  expiration  of  the  person’s  term  of  offiee.” 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  3  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

"Enmienda  constitucional  que  limita  el  servicio  de  ciertos  funcionarios  publicos  nombrados  por 
el  gobernador  y  confirmados  por  el  senado  despues  de  la  caducidad  del  mandate  de  la 
persona 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  4 

“The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to  require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to 
the  attorney  general  of  a  challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  state  statute  and  authorizing  the 
legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period  before  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional.” 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  4  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

"Enmienda  constitucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  requerir  que  un  tribunal  notifique  al 
fiscal  general  de  una  impugnacidn  de  la  constitucionalidad  de  una  ley  estatal  y  autoriza  al 
legislador  a  imponer  un  periodo  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminar  que  la  ley 
estatal  es  inconstitucional 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  5 

“Tlie  constitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports  team  charitable  foundations  conducting 
charitable  raffles.”  ' 

PROPUESTA  NIJMERO  5  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

"Enmienda  constitucional  sobre  fiindaciones  beneficas  de  equipos  deportivos  profesionales  que 
realizan  rifas  caritativas 
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STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  6 

“The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving 
spouse  of  a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty.” 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  6  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

“Enmienda  constitucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad 
valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  cdnyuge 
sobreviviente  de  un  agente  de  primera  intervencion  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto 
de  servicio 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  7 

“The  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative  authority  to  permit  credit  unions  and  other 
financial  institutions  to  award  prizes  by  lot  to  promote  savings.” 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  7  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

“Enmienda  constitucional  relativa  a  la  autoridad  legislativa  para  permitir  que  las  cooperativas 
de  credito  y  otras  instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para  promover  el 
ahorro 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have 
hereunto  signed  my  name  officially  and 
caused  to  be  impressed  hereon  the  Seal  of 
State  at  my  office  in  the  City  of  Austin, 
Texas  this  15th  day  of  August,  2017. 

ROLANDO  B.  PABLOS 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
wvvw.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  5 1 2-475-28 1 1 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 


TO; 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 


FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


DATE: 


August  15,2017 


RE: 


Ballot  Certification  for  the  November  7,  2017  Constitutional  Amendment  Election 


Attached  is  the  ballot  certification  for  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be  held  on  November  7, 


2017. 


There  is  a  sample  ballot  on  our  website  and  you  may  use  it  to  assist  you  in  preparing  your  ballot, 
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/2017-sample-ballot.pdf  The  sample  ballot  meets  the  general 
requirements  set  forth  in  Subchapter  C  of  Chapter  52,  Texas  Election  Code.  The  name  of  your  county 
must  appear  on  the  official  ballot  between  the  title  and  the  date  of  the  election. 

The  sample  ballot  will  need  to  be  modified  before  using  it  as  your  official  ballot.  You  will  need  to  change 
the  title  to  OFFICIAL  BALLOT  (Boleta  Oficial)  rather  than  “sample  ballot,”  include  the  name  of  your 
county  in  the  appropriate  space,  print  the  official  ballots  on  white  paper,  and  number  them  consecutively 
beginning  with  number  1. 

The  November  calendar  is  posted  at  http://www.sos.state.tx.iis/elections/laws/november-7-election- 
calendar-20 1 7.shtml. 

Neither  the  County  Judge  nor  the  Commissioners  Court  need  to  order  this  election,  but  the  notice  of 
election  will  need  to  be  published  in  the  newspaper  30-10  days  before  the  election.  A  sample  form  can  be 
found  at  http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/l-8fpdf 

The  Secretary  of  State  will  send  the  County  Clerk  the  full  and  complete  text  of  the  proposed  amendment 
and  translations  in  a  separate  email.  Article  XVII,  Section  1,  Texas  Constitution  requires  that  each  County 
Clerk  post  the  complete  text  in  a  public  place  in  the  courthouse  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  election. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  enclosed  materials  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 


KI:  LO 


Attachments 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  16,  2017  9:19  AM 

To:  Louri  O'Leary 

Subject:  MASS  E-MAIL  ADVISORY  (County  Judges/CC/EA-925)  Constitutional  Amendment 

Election  to  be  held  on  November  7,  2017 

Attachments:  Constitutional  Amendment  2017  Proclamation.pdf;  Election  Duties  Memorandum.pdf 


Dear  County  Judges, 

Please  see  the  attached  Governor's  Proclamation  ordering  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be  held  on  November  1, 
2017. 

The  attached  memorandum  provides  election  information  and  dates  of  significance. 

You  are  required  to  give  notice  of  tliis  election  by  any  one  of  the  following  methods: 

(1)  by  publishing  the  notice  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the  county  between  Sunday,  October  8,  2017 

and  Saturday,  October  28, 2017; 

(2)  by  posting  a  copy  of  the  notice  at  a  public  place  in  each  election  precinct  on  or  before  Tuesday,  October  17, 

2017;  or 

(3)  by  mailing  the  notice  to  each  registered  voter  in  the  county  no  later  than  Monday,  October  30, 20 1 7. 

Please  contact  our  office  at  1/800-252-2216  or  Elections@.sos.texas.gov  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Thank  you, 
Louri  O’Leary 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division  0  Elections  Administration 
P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 
T:  800.252.2216  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥OTETEKIIS.GOU 

PDWEHEB  srTHE  TEWS  simmmafmn  j 

Twitter  -  httD5://twitter.com/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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PROCLAMATION 

BY  THE 

af  of  C^xast 


TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PnESEH.  S  SHALL  COME: 

WHEREAS,  the  85th  ReguJ  'b-  Session  of  the  Tcsas  Legislature  convened  in  Janutiry  of 
2017  in  accordance  with  A;  tide  III,  Section  5,  of  the  Texas  Constitution  and  Section 
301.001  of  the  Texas  Gove  .Bracnt  Code;  and 

WHEREAS,  during  that  ses:  .on,  the  legislature  approved  seven  joint  resolutions 
proposing  seven  particular  i  i.)nstiluiional  amendments  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  ail 
the  members  of  each  house  pureuanl  to  Article  XVII,  Section  I,  of  the  Texas 
Constitution;  and 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  the  erms  of  those  resolutions  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Texas  Constitution,  the  legt  .lature  has  set  the  date  of  the  election  for  voting  on  the 
seven  proposed  conslitutiouBil  amendments  to  be  November  7, 2017;  and 

WHEREAS,  Section  3.003 .  i  the  Texas  Election  Code  requires  the  election  to  be 
ordered  by  proclamation  ot  he  governor; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  <  REG  ABBOTT,  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
TEXAS,  by  Ihc  authority  vt  ,ted  in  me  by  the  constitution  and  statutes  of  Uic  State  of 
Texas,  do  hereby  order  .i  sp  cial  election  to  be  held  throughout  the  State  of  Texas  on 
the  FIRST  TUESDAY  AR  ER  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  NOVEMBER,  the  same 
being  the  SEVENTH  day  of  NOVEMBER,  2017;  and 

NOTICE  THEREOF  IS  HTi  'lEBY  GIVEN  to  the  COUNTY  JUDGE  of  each  county, 
who  is  directed  to  cause  sa<.i  election  to  be  held  in  the  county  on  such  date  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  or  rej  cling  the  seven  constitutional  amendments  pn>po.sed  by 
seven  joint  resolutions,  as  submiilcd  by  the  S5lh  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session. 

Pursuant  to  Sections  52.095,  274.001  and  274.002  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the 
propositions  for  the  joint  res-lutions  will  appear  as  follows; 

State  OF  Texas  Propos  noN  1 

"The  constitutional  arac  dment  auOiorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an 
exemption  from  ad  va!  .rent  taxation  of  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  of ..  pailialiy  disabled  veteran  or  the  surviving  spouse  of 
a  partially  disabled  vctcian  if  the  residence  homeste.ad  was  doniited  to  tiic 
disabled  veteran  by  a  ch...  itabic  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value  of 
the  residence  homesteaf  and  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of  the 
Texas  Constitution.” 

State  OF  Texas  Propos.  iion  2 

'The  constitutional  amendment  to  establisli  a  lower  amount  for  expenses  that 
can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain  financing  expense 
limitations  for  a  home  c.  uity  loan,  establishing  certain  authorized  lenders  to 
make  a  home  equity  Io  n,  changing  certain  options  for  the  refinancing  of 
home  equity  loans,  changing  llie  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity 
line  of  credit,  and  aliowiiig  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads.” 

State  of  Texas  PROi'osrno.N  3 

“The  constitotional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of  certain  officeholders 
appointed  by  the  goveruf  r  and  confirmed  by  the  senate  after  the  expiration  of 
the  person’s  termof  offie;."  FILED  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
UAkb-^  O'CLOCK 


AU6  1  fl  2017 
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Governor  Creg  Abbott 
August  10,  2017 


Proclamation 
Page  2 


State  ofTexas  Proposition  4 

“The  consiitutional  amendment  authorizing  tlie  legislature  to  require  a  court  to 
provide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a  challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of 
a  state  statute  and  authorizing  the  Icgisintaie  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period 
before  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute  unconstitutional.’' 

State  or  Texas  Proposition  5 

'The  constitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports  team  charitable 
foundations  conducting  charitable  raffles/’ 

State  ofTexas  Proposition  6 

'The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an 
exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  Uic 
residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder  who  is  killed 
or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty.” 

STATE  ofTexas  PROPOsrnoN  7 

‘The  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative  authority  to  permit 
credit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions  to  award  prizes  by  lot  to  promote 
.savings.” 

The  secretary  of  stale  shall  take  notice  of  this  proclamation  and  shall  immediately  mail 
a  copy  of  this  order  to  every  county  judge  of  thus  state,  and  all  appropriate  writs  will  be 
issuei  and  all  proper  proceedings  will  be  followed,  to  the  end  that  said  election  may  be 
held  and  its  re.suU  proclaimed  in  accordance  with  law. 


ATTESTED  BY: 


AUG  1  Q  2GI7 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin.  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 

County  Judges 

./  - 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE: 

August  16,  2017 

RE; 

Constitutional  Amendment  Election  Duties 

Enclosed  is  the  Governor's  Proclamation  ordering  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be 
held  on  November  7, 2017. 

You  are  required  to  give  notice  of  this  election  by  any  one  of  the  following  methods; 

(1)  by  publishing  the  notice  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the  county  between 
Sunday,  October  8, 2017  and  Saturday,  October  28, 2017; 

(2)  by  posting  a  copy  of  the  notice  at  a  public  place  in  each  election  precinct  on  or 
before  Tuesday,  October  17, 2017;  or 

(3)  by  mailing  the  notice  to  each  registered  voter  in  the  county  no  later  than  Monday, 
cictober  30, 2017. 

This  notice  must  include: 

(1)  The  type  and  date  of  the  election; 

(2)  The  location  of  each  polling  place; 

(3)  The  hours  the  polls  will  be  open; 

(4)  The  location  of  the  main  early  voting  polling  place; 

(5)  The  regular  dales  and  hours  for  early  voting  by  personal  appearance; 

(6)  The  dates  and  hours  of  any  Saturday  or  Sunday  early  voting,  if  any;  and 

(7)  The  early  voting  clerk’s  mailing  address. 

In  addition  to  the  method  of  giving  notice  stated  above,  you  must  also  post  a  notice  of  the  election 
on  the  bulletin  board  used  for  posting  open  meetings  and  notices  of  commissioners  court  meetings 
no  later  than  Tuesday,  October  17,  2017.  You  will  need  to  add  the  following  language  to  the  notice 
form  after  “for  voting  in  a  special  election  to”  (and  after  ^^para  votar  en  la  la  Eleccion  Especial 
para") 

“adopt  or  reject  the  proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  as  submitted  by  the  85'’’ 
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  of  the  State  of  Texas.”  {"'’adoptar  o  rechazar  las  enmiendas  a  la 
constitiicion  propuestos  tal  como  fiieron  presentadas  par  la  85"  Legislatiira  Sesion  Regidar  del 
Estado  de  Texas") 
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Link  for  the  form  is:  http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/l-8f.pdf 


For  each  precinct  that  is  combined  to  form  a  consolidated  precinct  under  Section  42.008  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code,  not  later  than  Monday,  October  30,  2017,  you  shall  also  post  at  the  polling 
place  used  in  the  preceding  general  election  notice  of  the  precinct's  consolidation  and  the 
location  of  the  polling  place  in  the  consolidated  precinct. 

You  are  also  responsible  for  sending  to  each  election  judge  a  writ  of  election,  which  is  notice  to  the 
Judge  of  his/her  duty  to  hold  the  election  on  November  7, 2017.  The  writ  must  be  sent  no  later  than 
Monday,  October  23,  2017.  The  link  to  a  sample  of  that  form  is: 

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/4-12f.pdf.  In  the  space  for  the  ‘'Nature  of 
Election,”  we  recommend  the  following  verbiage: 

“To  adopt  or  reject  the  proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  as  submitted  by  the  85**' 
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  of  the  State  of  Texas” 


The  commissioners  court  must  canvass  the  constitutional  amendment  election  not  earlier  than 
Wednesday,  November  15,  2017  and  not  later  than  Monday,  November  20,  2017.  The  canvass 
cannot  take  place  prior  to  the  reconvening  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  late  ballots 
arriving  from  outside  the  United  States  or  to  count  provisional  ballots.  Note  that  the  officially 
canvassed  returns  for  the  state  constitutional  amendment  election  must  be  delivered  by  the 
county  election  officer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  24  hours  of  the  canvass. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the  constitutional  amendment  election,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:LO 

Enclosure:  Governor's  Proclamation 
CC:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators 
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Alex^RiM 


From; 

Sent: 

Subject: 


EFM  Admin  <EFMAdmin@sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  September  05,  2017  8:38  AM 
Proposed  2018  Primary  Rules 


Good  morning, 

The  2018  proposed  rules  concerning  the  funding  of  the  2018  Primary  Elections  and  Joint  Primary  Elections  have  been 
published  in  September  1  issue  of  the  Texas  Register. 

Written  comments  of  the  proposal  may  be  submitted  to  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of 
Elections,  P.O.  Box  12060,  Austin,  Texas  78711.  Comments  may  also  be  sent  via  email  to:  elections(S)sos.texas.gov.  For 
comments  submitted  electronically,  please  include  "Proposed  2018  Primary  Rules"  in  the  subject  line.  Comments  must 
be  received  no  later  than  twenty  (20)  days  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the  proposal  in  the  Texas  Register.  Comments 
should  be  organized  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  organization  of  the  proposed  rules. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  further  assistance,  please  contact  EFM  at  (800)  252-2216  (option  3)  or 
EFMAdmin(5)sos, texas.gov. 

Thank  you. 

Election  Funds  Management  Team 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  05,  2017  4:02  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CSO/CC/EA— Veasey,  et  al.  v.  Greg  Abbott,  et  al  -  VOTER  ID 
26410580-0-30248.pdf 


From; 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Dear  Election  Officials, 


As  you  are  likely  aware,  a  federal  district  court  in  Corpus  Christi  entered  an  order  on  August  23,  2017,  granting  a 
permanent  injunction  against  Texas'  voter  ID  laws  (most  of  Senate  Bill  14,  as  well  as  the  recently  passed  Senate  Bill 
5)  and  vacating  the  Court's  Interim  Remedy  Order  (which  included  the  reasonable  impediment  declaration 
procedure). 

However,  as  there  were  elections  already  ongoing  at  that  point  in  time,  the  State  of  Texas  asked  the  court  to  rule,  on 
two  separate  occasions,  that  entities  which  had  elections  with  early  voting  which  began  on  or  before  August  23,  2017  be 
allowed  to  use  the  voter  ID  procedures  as  they  were  before  the  court's  August  23,  2017  order  (the  Interim  Remedy 
Order).  We  sent  you  the  email  below  with  a  copy  of  the  Court's  first  order  on  this  topic  dated  August  30,  2017,  which 
related  to  a  specified  list  of  entities,  and  which  determined  that  this  list  of  specified  entities  could  continue  using  the 
Interim  Remedy  Order  for  these  elections. 

The  second  order  on  this  topic,  issued  today,  September  5,  2017,  relates  to  two  specific  elections  (the  Hamilton  ISD  Tax 
Ratification  Election,  which  was  on  August  26,  and  the  Raymondville  ISD  Tax  Ratification  Election,  which  is  on  September 
9),  as  well  as  any  election  for  which  early  voting  began  on  or  before  August  23,  2017.  This  second  order,  similar  to  the 
first  order,  provides  that  these  entities  can  continue  using  the  Interim  Remedy  Order  for  their  elections.  Like  the  first 
order,  this  second  order  only  applies  to  elections  that  were  in  motion  at  the  time  of  the  Court's  August  23  order. 


'c  Vviii  keep  you  updaied  or.  the  effects  of  the  Court’s  Augusr  23  order  for  upcoming  eiecdons  as  we  know  more. 


In  addition,  as  noted  in  our  below  e-mail,  we  reiterate  our  request  for  those  entities  who  have  not  yet  done  so  to  please 
advise  our  Office  immediately  as  to  any  elections  you  are  holding  after  August  23  and  before  the  November  7,  2017 
election. 


If  you  have  questions  or  concerns,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us  by  responding  to  this  email  or  by  calling  us  at  1- 
800-252-2263. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  so  s.  state .  tx.u  s  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WOTETEXilS.GOV’; 

POWERED  STTHE  mASSEISR£TmY8FS7M£ 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  sen/e  as  a  iegal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  September  01,  2017  8:48  AM 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL-CSO  (495)-Veasey,  et  al.  v.  Greg  Abbott,  et  al  -  VOTER  ID 
Dear  Election  Officials  for  Counties,  Cities,  Schools,  and  Other  Political  Subdivisions: 

As  you  are  most  likely  aware,  a  federal  court  issued  an  order  on  August  23,  2017,  granting  a  permanent  injunction 
against  Texas'  voter  ID  law  (Senate  Bill  14)  and  vacating  the  Court's  Interim  Remedy  Order  (which  included  the 
reasonable  impediment  declaration  procedure).  That  order  is  attached. 

However,  as  there  were  elections  already  ongoing  at  that  point  in  time,  the  State  of  Texas  asked  the  court  to  rule  that 
entities  of  which  it  was  aware  that  were  holding  elections  on  August  26,  2017,  and  on  September  9.  2017.  be  allowed  to 
use  the  voter  ID  procedures  as  they  were  before  the  court's  August  23,  2017  order  (the  Interim  Remedy  Order 
procedures).  Attached  please  find  a  court  order,  issued  on  August  30,  2017,  allowing  a  list  of  specified  entities  to 
continue  using  the  Interim  Remedy  Order  for  these  elections.  Note  that  only  two  entities  holding  elections  on 
September  9,  2017  are  included  on  this  list  and  therefore  should  process  voters  using  the  Interim  Remedy 
Order:  Denton  ISD,  and  the  City  of  Southlake.  If  you  are  not  either  of  these  two  political  subdivisions  but  you  are 
currently  holding  an  election  for  which  early  voting  began  on  or  before  August  23,  2017,  please  contact  our  Office 
immediately  so  that  we  can  obtain  guidance  on  how  you  should  proceed.  In  addition,  please  advise  our  Office 
immediately  as  to  any  elections  you  are  holding  between  August  23,  2017,  and  the  November  7,  2017  election. 

If  you  have  questions  or  concerns,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us  by  responding  to  this  email  or  by  calling  us  at  1; 
800-252-2216. 

Sincerely, 

Caroline  Geppert 

Interim  Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections@sos.texas.gov  j  www.sos.state.tx.us 


POWERED  STTHE  TmS  SECREmRYOFSTAIf 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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United  States  District  Court 
Southern  District  of  Texas 


ENTERED 


September  05,  2017 

UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT  FOR  THE  David  J.  Bradley  Clerk 

SOUTHERN  DISTRICT  OF  TEXAS 
CORPUS  CHRISTI  DIVISION 


MARC  VEASEY,  et  al, 


Plaintiffs, 

V. 

GREG  ABBOTT,  et  al,, 


Defendants. 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§  CIVIL  ACTION  NO.  2: 13-CV-O0193 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

Order 


Now  before  the  Court  comes  Defendants’  Motion  for  a  Stay  of  the  Court’s  Or¬ 
der,  dated  August  23,  2017  (D.E.  1071),  for  the  election  scheduled  for  August  26,  2017 
for  Hamilton  Independent  School  District,  the  election  scheduled  for  September  9, 
2017  for  Raymondville  Independent  School  District,  and  for  all  other  elections  for 
which  early  voting  began  on  or  before  August  23,  2017.  Having  considered  the  motion, 
the  Court  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  be  GRANTED. 

IT  IS  THEREFORE  ORDERED  that  Defendants’  Motion  for  a  Stay  is  hereby 
GRANTED,  and  the  Order  Granting  Section  2  Remedies  and  Terminating  Interim 
Order  is  hereby  STAYED  with  respect  to  the  election  scheduled  for  August  26,  2017 
for  Hamilton  Independent  School  District,  the  election  scheduled  for  September  9, 
2017  for  Raymondville  Independent  School  District,  and  for  all  other  elections  for 
which  early  voting  began  on  or  before  August  23,  2017. 


IT  IS  SO  ORDERED. 

jzon 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Louri  O'Leary  <LO'Leary@sos,texas.gov> 

Monday,  September  11,  2017  2:32  PM 
Louri  O'Leary 

MASS  E-Mail  Advisory  (CC/EA  655)  Constitutional  Amendments  Full  Text 
Constitutional  Amendment  Cover.pdf;  Constitutional  Amendments  English.pdf; 
Constitutional  Amendments  Spanish.pdf;  2017  Full  Text  Constitutional  Amendments 
Memo.pdf 


Good  Afternoon 

Attached  is  the  full  text,  with  Spanish  translations  of  the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  to  be  voted  on  November  7, 
2017. 

Please  see  the  attached  memorandum  for  further  infonnation. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  documents  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections 
Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

Thank  you, 

Louri  O’Leary 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 
T:  800.252.  2216  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
D:  512.463.3204  0  F:  512.475.2811 
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Sections  DivistOi) 

P.O.  Box  12060 

Auslin,  r«as7y7!  t-2060 

vvww.sos.sWte.Uc.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512463-S650 
Fax:  5]2-475-28n 
Dial  7-1-1  Fot  Relay  Servicci 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


CONSTITU'aONAL  AMENDMENTS 
TO  BE  VOTED  ON 
NOVEMBER?,  2017 
ELECTION 


FULL  TEXT  OF  AMENDMENTS 
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H.J.R.  No.  21 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROK  :iTION  1 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  consCitu  ional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exeir--  vion  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  part  of  the 
market  value  of  thfe  residence  homestead  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  or  Che  surv.  ing  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled  veteran  if 
the  residence  homes  ^ad  was  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a 
charitable  organize  uon  for  less  than  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  ;nd  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of 
the  Texas  Constitute  n. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  Y  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Se:.  ion  l-b(X),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.t  2‘j,  83rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  amended  to  read  .  follows: 

(l)  The  legif  ature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
partially  disabled  ateran  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  o  a  percentage  of  the  market  value  of  the 
disabled  veteran's  residence  homestead  that  is  equal  to  the 
percentage  of  disab-  ity  of  the  disabled  veteran  if  the  residence 
homestead  was  dona*,  d  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a  charitable 
organization  for  1  s  than  the  market  value  of  the  residence 
homestead/  includir  at  no  cost  to  the  disabled  veteran-  The 
legislature  by  gen  al  law  may  provide  additional  eligibility 
requirements  for  zh<  exemption.  For  purposes  of  this  subsection, 
“partially  disabled  veteran"  means  a  disabled  veteran  as  described 
by  Section  2(b)  of  this  article  who  As  certified  as  having  a 
disability  rating  r  less  than  100  percent.  A  limitcition  or 
restriction  on  a  di  abled  veteran’s  entitlement  to  an  exemption 
under  Seccio.n  2(b)  of  this  article,  or  on  the  amount  of  an 
exemption  under  Sect  an  2(b),  doss  not  apply  to  an  exemption  under 
this  subsection. 

SECTION  2-  Sec  ion  l-b(l),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.F  62,  83rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  redesignated  <  Section  l-bCm),  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  to  rSo  ’  as  follows; 

(m)  [•(-=■,->•]  The  .  agislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 
surviving  spouse  of  member  of  the  armed  services  of  the  United 
States  who  is  killec  in  action  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  o  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
surviving  spouse's  :  sidence  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has 
not  remarried  since  he  death  of  the  member  of  the  armed  services- 

SECTION  3.  Sec  ion  l-b(rti),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
is  redesignated  c  :  Section  l-b(n).  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  and  ar  nded  to  read  as  follows: 

(n)  The  egislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 

surviving  .spouse  wh  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 
accordance  with  Su'.  ^action  [-H-fJ  of  this  section  and  who 

subsequently  qualifos  a  different  property  as  t)ie  surviving 
spouse's  residence  '  imestead  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  or  the  subsequently  qualified  homestead  in  an 
amount  equal  to  the  'ollar  amount  of  the  exemption  from  ad  valorem 
taxation*  of  the  f.  st  homestead  for  which  the  exemption  was 
received  in  accordar  a  with  Subsection  fnt)  [-rl*^]  of  this  section  in 
the  last  year  in  whi  h  the  surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption 
in  accordance  with  that  subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the 
surviving  spouse  bar  not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  member  ot 
the  armed  services. 

SECTION  4.  Th;  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vot  rs  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017, 
The  ballot  shall  b-  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  ’'The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 

iegislature  to  provi  2  for  an  exen^tion  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
part  of  the  market  v  lus  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially 
disabled  veteran  or  .he  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  if  the  res.,  ence  homestead  was  donated  to  Che  disabled 
veteran  by  a  charita  Le  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value 
of  the  residence  .  omestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related 
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provisions  of  the  Texas  Constitution." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  2  S.J.R.  No.  60 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendnient  establishing  a  lower  amount 
for  expenses  that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain 
financing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing 
certain  authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing 
certain  options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans/  changing 
the  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 
allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

BE  iT  resolved' Si?  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Section  50,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  amending  Subsections  (a),  (f),  (g) ,  and  (t)  and  adding 
Subsection  (f*-!)  to  read  as  follov/s: 

(a)  The  homestead  of  a  family,  or  of  a  single  adult  person, 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  protected  from  forced  sale,  for  the  payment 
of  ail  debts  except  for: 

(.1)  the  purchase  money  thereof,  or  a  part  of  such 
purchase  money; 

(2}  the  taxes  due  thereon; 

(3)  an  owelty  of  partition  imposed  against  the  entirety 
of  the  property  by  a  court  order  or  by  a  written  agreement  of  the 
parties  to  the  partition,  including  a  debt  of  one  spouse  in  favor 
of  the  other  spouse  resulting  from  a  division  or  an  award  of  a 
family  homestead  in  a  divorce  proceeding; 

(4)  the  refinance  of  a  lien  against  a  ho.mestead, 
including  a  federal  tax  lien  resulting  from  the  tax  debt  of  both 
spouses,  if  the  homestead  is  a  family  homestead,  or  from  the  tax 
debt  of  the  owner; 

<S)  v;ork  and  material  used  in  constructing  new 
improvements  thereon,  if  contracted  for  in  writing,  or  work  and 
material  used  to  repair  or  renovate  existing  improveriient.s  thereon 
if; 

(A)  the  work  and  material  are  contracted  for  in 
writing,  with  the  consent  of  both  spouses,  in  the  case  of  a  family 
homestead,  given  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required  in  making  a  sale 
and  conveyance  of  the  homestead; 

(B)  the  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is  not 
executed  by  the  owner  or  the  owner’s  spouse  before  the  fifth  day 
after  the  owner  makes  written  application  for  any  extension  of 
credit  for  the  v;ork  and  material,  unless  the  work  and  material  are 
necessary  to  complete  immediate  repairs  to  conditions  on  the 
homestead  property  that  materially  affect  the  health  or  safety  of 
the  owner  or  person  residing  in  the  homestead  and  the  owner  of  the 
homestead  acknowledges  such  in  writing? 

(C)  the  contract  for  the  work  and  material 
expressly  provides  that  the  owner  may  rescind  the  contract  without 
penalty  or  charge  within  three  days  after  the  execution  of  the 
contract  by  all  parties,  unless  the  work  and  material  are  necessary 
to  complete  immediate  repairs  to  conditions  on  the  ho.mestead 
property  that  materially  affect  the  health  or  safety  of  the  ov7nGr 
or  person  residing  in  the  homestead  and  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
acknowledges  such  in  writing;  and 

(D)  the  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is 
executed  by  the  owner  and  the  owner’s  spouse  only  at  the  office  of 
a  third-party  lender  making  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  work  and 
material,  an  attorney  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(6)  an  extension  of  credit  that: 

(A)  is  secured  by  a  voluntary  lien  on  the  homestead 
created  under  a  written  agreement  with  the  consent  of  each  ov/ner 
and  each  owner’s  spouse; 

(B)  is  of  a  principal  amount  that  when  added  to  the 
aggregate  total  of  the  outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other 
indebtedness  secured  by  valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the 
homestead  does  not  exceed  80  percent  of  the  fair  market  value  of 
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the  homestead  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(C)  s  without  recourse  for  personal  liability 
aqainst  each  owner  c  d  the  spouse  of  each  owner^  unless  the  owner 
or  spouse  obtained  i  e  extension  of  credit  by  actual  fraud; 

(D)  s  secured  by  a  lien  that  may  be  foreclosed 
upon  only  by  a  court  order; 

(E)  ;oes  not  require  the  owner  or  the  owner's 

spouse  to  pay,  in  -.ddition  to  any  interest  or  any  bona  fide 
discount  points  used  to  buy  down  the  interest  rate,  any  fees  to  any 
person  that  are  nece'sary  to  originate,  evaluate,  maintain,  record, 
insure,  or  service  he  extension  of  credit  that  exceed,  in  the 
aggregate,  [tte  <  percent  of  the  original  principal  amount  of 

the  extension  of  ert  ’it,  excluding  fees  for; 

i)  an  appraisal  performed  by  a  third  party 


appra iser? 


ii) 


formed  by  a  state 


reaistered 

or  licenf. 

d  surveyor; 

iii)  a  state  base  oremiura  for  a  raortaaqee 

Doiicv  of 

title  -• 

iSurance  with  endorsements  established  in 

accordance 

with  star 

t  law;  or 

Ivj  a  titles  examination  reoojx  if  its  cost  is 

less  than 

the  stats 

■lase  nremium  for  a  raortaaoee  policy  of  title 

insurance  without  en 

>rsemenCs  established  in  accordance  with  state 

law; 


(F)  3  not  a  form  of  open-end  account  that  may  be 
debited  from  time  t-  time  or  under  which  credit  may  be  extended 
from  time  to  time  un  sss  the  open-end  account  is  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit; 


(G)  s  payable  in  advance  without  penalty  or  other 


Charge; 


(H) 


personal  property  ox 
(X) 

proparty  thot-  on  the 

«*€ — uD  provided— by- 


5  not  secured  by  any 
!er  than  the  homestead; 
repealed)  [4:5 — — &€ 


additional  real  or 


Jets 


lopi-ng- 


ignated- 


ed — ^ — hi 


tcad 


UGOd  ’ 


governing  property  toxy" 


GUOh 


for 


produotioR  -  of— m-i-1 


(d) 

the  market  value  of 
under  other  indebted 


ay  not  be  accelerated  because  of  a  decrease  in 
he  homestead  or  because  of  the  owner’s  default 
iess  not  secured  by  a  prior  valid  encumbrance 


against  the  homester 

{K)  -S  the  only  debt  secured  by  the  homestead  at 
the  time  the  extensi.n  of  credit  is  made  unless  the  other  debt  was 
made  for  a  purpose  described  by  Subsections  (a) (1) - (a) (5)  or 
Subsection  (a)  (8)  oi.  this  section; 

(L)  iS  scheduled  to  be  repaid: 

•1)  in  substantially  equal  successive  periodic 
instailmonts,  not  me  e  often  than  every  14  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  begint  ng  no  later  than  tv;o  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  i.s  made,  each  of  which  equals  or  exceeds  the 
amount  of  accrued  nterost  as  of  the  date  of  the  scheduled 
installment;  or 

ii)  ii  the  extension  of  credit  is  a  home 
equity  line  of  cr^  iit,  in  periodic  payments  described  under 
Subsection  (t)  (8)  o:  this  section; 

(M)  s  closed  not  before: 

;i)  the  12th  day  after  the  later  of  the  date 
that  the  owner  of  ti  homestead  submits  a  loan  application  to  the 
lender  for  the  exte  .sion  of  credit  or  the  date  that  the  lender 
provides  the  owner  ^  copy  of  the  notice  prescribed  by  Subsection 
(g)  of  this  section; 

•ii)  one  business  day  after  the  date  that  the 
ov;ner  of  the.  homestt  .td  receives  a  copy  of  the  loan  application  if 
not  previously  prov  ded  and.  a  final  itemized  disclosure  of  the 
actual  fees,  points,  interest,  costs,  and  charges  that  will  be 
charged  at  closing.  If  a  bona  fide  emergency  or  another  good  cause 
exists  and  the  lendc-  obtains  the  written  consent  of  the  owner,  the 
lender  may  provide  t  a  documentation  to  the  owner  or  the  lender  may 
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modify  previously  provided  documentatior.  on  the  date  of  closing; 
and 

{iii)  the  first  anniversary  of  the  closing 
date  of  any  other  extension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection 
(a) (6)  of  this  section  secured  by  the  same  homestead  property, 
except  a  refinance  described  by  Paragraph  (0) (x) (f )  of  this 
subdivision,  unless  the  owner  on  oath  requests  an  earlier  closing 
due  to  a  state  of  emergency  that: 

(a)  has  been  declared  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  or  the  governor  as  provided  by  law;  and 

(b)  applies  to  the  area  where  the 

homestead  is  located; 

(K)  is  closed  only  at  the  office  of  the  lender,  an 
attorney  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(O)  permits  a  lender  to  contract  for  and  receive 
any  fixed  or  variable  rate  of  interest  authorized  under  statute; 

(P)  is  made  by  one  of  the  following  that  has  not 
been  found  by  a  federal  regulatory  agency  to  have  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  refusing  to  make  loans  because  the  applicants  for  the 
loans  reside  or  the  property  proposed  to  secure  the  loans  is 
located  in  a  certain  area: 

(i)  a  bank,  savings  and  loan  association, 
savings  bank,  or  credit  union  doing  business  under  the  lav/s  of  this 
state  or  the  United  Stales >  including  a  subsidiary  of  a  bank, 
savings  and  loan  association,  savings  bank,  or  credit  union 

described  by  this  subparagraph; 

(ii)  a  federally  chartered  lending 
instruiTientality  or  a  person  approved  as  a  mortgagee  by  the  United 
States  government  to  make  federally  insured  loans; 

(iii)  a  person  licensed  to  make  regulated 
loans,  as  provided  by  statute  of  this  state; 

(iv)  a  person  who  sold  the  homestead  property 
to  the  current  owner  and  who  provided  all  or  part  of  the  financing 
for  the  purchase; 

(v)  a  person  who  .is  related  to  the  homestead 
property  owner  within  the  second  degree  of  affinity  or 
consanguinity;  or 

(vi)  a  person  regulated  by  this  state  as  a 
mortgage  banker  or  mortgage  company  (fe«^aker-J ;  and 

(Q)  is  made  on  the  condition  that: 

ti)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  is  not  required 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  extension  of  credit  to  repay  another 
debt"  o.xcept  debt  secured  by  the  homestead  or  debt  to  another 
lender; 

(ii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  assign 
wages  as  security  for  the  extension  of  credit; 

(iii)  the  ovmer  of  the  homestead  not  sign  any 
instrument  in  which  blanks  relating  to  substantive  terms  of 
agreement  are  left  to  be  filled  in; 

(iv)  the  owner  of  the  lioinestead  not  sign  a 
confession  of  judgment  or  power  of  attorney  to  the  lender  or  to  a 
third  person  to  confess  judgment  or  to  appear  for  the  o’wner  in  a 
judicial  proceeding; 

(v)  at  the  time  the  extension  of  credit  is 
made,  the  owner  of  the  homestead  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  final 
loan  application  and  all  executed  documents  signed  by  the  owner  at 
closing  related  to  the  extension  of  credit; 

(vi)  the  security  instruments  securing  the 
extension  of  credit  contain  a  disclosure  that  the  extension  of 
credit  is  the  type  of  credit  defined  by  Subsection  [a) (o)  of  this 
section  tSaotlon-  50  <a-r  (  £]  ,  Articlo  kV-g-r — ^Qx-at»-GonQtitutl on]  ; 

(vii)  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
termination  and  full  payment  of  the  extension  of  credit,  the  lender 
cancel  and  return  the  promissory  note  to  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
and  give  the  owner,  in  recordable  form,  a  release  of  the  lien 
securing  the  extension  of  credit  or  a  copy  of  an  endorsement  and 
as.signroent  of  the  lien  to  a  lender  that  is  refinancing  the 
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extension  of  credit; 

viii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  any 
spouse  of  the  owner  ay,  v/ithin  three  days  after  the  extension  of 
credit  is  made,  resc  id  the  extension  of  credit  without  penalty  or 
charge; 

ix)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  the  lender- 
sign  a  written  ackn  .ledgment  as  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
homestead  property  c  .  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

x)  except  as  provided  by  Subparagraph  (xi)  of 
this  paragraph,  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for  the 
extension  of  credrt  ;iall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of  the 
extension  of  credit  ;f  the  lender  or  holder  fails  to  comply  with 
the  lender's  or  holer’s  obligations  under  the  extension  of  credit 
and  fails  to  correct  the  failure  to  comply  not  later  than  the  60th 
day  after  the  date  t:  a  lender  or  holder  is  notified  by  the  borrower 
of  the  lender's  fai.l  re  to  comply  by: 

(a)  paying  to  the  owner  an  amount  equal 
to  any  overcharge  i  siid  by  the  ovjner  under  or  related  to  the 
extension  of  credit  i  the  owner  has  paid  an  amount  that  exceeds  an 
amount  stated  in  the  applicable  Paragraph  (E) ,  (G),  or  (0)  of  this 
subdivision; 

(b)  sending  the  o'wner  a  written 
acknowledgement  that  the  .lien  is  valid  only  in  the  amount  that  the 
extension  of  credit  does  not  exceed  the  percentage  described  by 
Paragraph  (B)  of  thi  subdivision,  if  applicable,  or  is  not  secured 
by  property  descri  ed  under  Paragraph  (K)  — r^]  this 
subdivision,  if  app'  cable; 

(c)  sending  the  owner  a  written  notice 
modifying  any  other  .iroount,  percentage,  term,  or  other  provision 
prohibited  fay  this  s  ction  to  a  permitted  amount,  percentage,  term, 
or  other  provision  ad  adjusting  the  account  of  the  borrower  to 
ensure  that  the  bon  wer  is  not  required  to  pay  more  than  an  amount 
permitted  by  this  st,  tion  and  is  not  s-ubject  to  any  other  term  or 
provision  prohibitet.  by  this  section; 

(d[  delivering  the  required  documents  to 
the  borro-wer  if  the  '  »nder  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (v)  of 
this  paragraph  or  ■  otalning  the  appropriate  signatures  if  the 
lender  fails  to  com;  y  with  Subparagraph  (lx)  of  this  paragraph; 

(e)  sending  the  owner  a  written 
acknowledgement,  if  the  failure  to  comply  is  prohibited  by 
Paragraph  (K)  of  thi  subdivision,  that  the  accrual  of  interest  and 
all  of  the  owner’s  oligations  under  the  extension  of  credit  are 
abated  while  any  prl  r  lien  prohibited  under  Paragraph  (K)  remains 
secured  by  the  home;  ead;  or 

(£)  if  the  failure  to  comply  cannot  be 
cured  under  Subparag  aphs  (x)(a)-(e)  of  this  paragraph,  curing  the 
failure  to  comply  by  a  refund  or  credit  to  the  owner  of  S1,000  and 
offering  the  owner  1  e  right  to  refinance  the  extension  of  credit 
with  the  lender  or  I  Ider  for  the  remaining  term  of  the  loan  at  no 
cost  to  the  owner  t.  ■  the  same  terms,  including  interest,  as  the 
original  extension  •.  '  credit  with  any  modifications  necessary  to 
comply  with  this  se  non  or  on  terms  on  which  the  owner  and  the 
lender  or  holder  oth  rwise  agree  that  comply  with  thus  section;  and 

xi)  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for 
the  extension  of  cre-  it  shall  forfeit  al.l  principal  and  interest  of 
the  extension  of  cr  lit  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  by  a 
person  other  than  s  .oerson  described  under  Paragraph  (?)  of  this 
subdivision  or  if  he  lien  was  not  created  under  a  written 
agreement  -with  the  t  onsent  of  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse, 
unless  each  owner  a  d  each  owner's  spouse  who  did  not  initially 
consent  subsequently  consents; 

(7)  a  re-,  -rse  mortgage;  or 

(8)  the  <-  nversion  and  refinance  of  a  personal  property 
lien  secured  by  a  s  nufaotured  home  to  a  lien  on  real  property, 
including  the  refin;:  lOe  of  Che  purchase  price  of  the  manufactured 
home,  the  cost  of  ^stalling  the  manufactured  home  on  the  real 
property,  and  the  ..’finance  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  real 
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property. 

(f)  ft  refinance  of  debt  secured  by  the  homestead,  any  portion 
of  v;hich  is  an  extension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (a)  (fi) 
of  this  section,  may  not  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  the 
homestead  unless  either: 

(1)  the  refinance  of  the  debt  is  an  extensio.n  of  credit 
de.scribed  by  Subsection  |aj  (6)  or  (a)  (7)  of  this  section;  or 

(2)  all  of  the  following  conditions  are  met: 

(A)  the  refinance  is  not  closed  before  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  date  the  extension  of  oredit  was  closed; 

(B)  the  refinanced  extension  of  credit  does  not 

include  the  advance  of  any  additional  funds  other  than: 

(i]  funds  advanced  to  refinance  a  debt 
described  by  Subsections  (a) (1)  through  (a)(7)  of  this  section;  or 

[ip  actual  costs  and  reserves  required  by  the 

lender  to  refinance  the  debt; 

fC)  the  refinance  of  the  extension  of  credit  is  of 
a  principal  amount  that  when  added  to  the  aaqreoate  total  of  the 

outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other  i.ndebtedness  secured  by 

valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the  homestead  does  not  exceed 

80  percent  of  the  fair  market  value  of  the  homestead  on  the  date 

the  refinance  of  the  extension  of  credit  is  made;  and 

(0)  the  lender  provides  the  owner  the  following 
written  notice  on  a  separate  document  not  later  than  the  third 

business  day  after  the  date  the  owner  submits  the  loan  application 

to  the  lender  and  at  least  12  days  before  the  date  the  refinance  of 

the  extension  of  credit  is  closed: 

"YOUR  EXISTING  LOftM  THAT  YOU  DESIRE  TO  REFINANCE  IS  A  HOME 

EQUITY  LOAN.  YOU  MAY  HftVE  THE  Qg'l’IOM  TO  .RSFIN-ftNCE  YOUR  HOME  EQUITY 

LOAM  AS  EITHER  A  HOMS  EQUITY  LOftM  OR  AS  ft  dOH-HQME  EQUITY  LOAM,  IF 

OFFERED  BY  YOUR  LEMPER. 

"HOME  EQUITY  LOANS  HAVE  IMPORTANT  CONSUMER  PROTSCTIOMS .  A 

LEMPER  MAY  ONLY  FORECLOSE  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAM  BASED  OM  A  COURT 

ORDER.  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAM  MUST  BE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL 

LIABILITY  ACtAIMST  YOU  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE. 

"IF  YOU  HAVE  APPLIED  TO  RSFINAMCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HOME  EQUITY 

LOAM  AS  A  MOI-l-HOMS  EQUITY  LOAN,  YOU  WILL  LOSE  CERTAIN  CONSUMER 

PROTECTIONS .  — — — — 


■’!!) 

WILL 

PERMIT  THE  LENDER  TO  FORECLOSE  WITHOUT  A  COURT 

ORDER,’ 

”  {2) 

WILL 

BE  WITH  RECOURSE  EOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 

AGAINST 

YOU  AND 

YOUR 

SPOUSE;  AND 

"(3) 

MAY  ALSO  CONTAIN  OTHER  TERMS  OH  CONDITIONS  THAT  MAY 

MOT  SE  PERMITTED  IN  A  TRADITIONAL  ROME  EQUITY  LOAM. 

"BEFORE  YOU  REFINANCE  YOUR  SXISTIiv’G  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  TO  MAKE 

IT  A  MQH-HOME  EQUITY  LO.AM,  YOU  SHOULD  MAKE  SURE  YOU  UNDERSTAND  THAT 

YOU  ARE  HAIVIMG  IMPORTANT  PROTSCTIOMS  TH.AT  HOME  EQUITY  LOANS 

PROVIDE  UMPER  THE  LAK  .r;MD  SHOULD  CONSIDER  CONSULTING  VilTH  AM 

ATTORNEY  OF  YOUR  CHOOSING  REGARDIKG  THESE  PROTECTIONS. 

"YOU  MAY  WISH  TO  ASK  YOUR  LEMPER  TO  REFINANCE  YOU.R  LOftM  AS  A 

HOMS  EQUITY  LOAN.  HOWEVER,  A  HOilE  EQUITY  LOAM  MAY  HAVE  .a' HIG.4ER 

INTEREST  RATS  AND  CLOSING  COSTS  THAN  A  MON-HOME  EQUITY  LOAM.  '’ 

tf-'i.)  A  lien  seeuri.nq  a  refinance  of  debt  under  Subsection 

(fl  (2>  of  this  section  is  deemed  to  be  a  lien  described  by 

Subsection  (a)  (i)  of  thi.e  section.  An  affidavit  executed  by  the 

owner  or  the  owner's  spouse  acknowledging  that  the  reghirements  of 

Subsection  (f)  i2)  of  this  section  have  been  met  conclusively 

establishes  that  the  reguirements  of  Subsection  (ajC'i)  of  this 

section  have  been  met. 

(g)  An  extension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  fa)  (6)  of 
this  section  may  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  again.st  home.stead 
property  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  not  closed  before  the  12th 
day  after  the  lender  provides  the  owner  with  the  follov;ing  written 
notice  on  a  separate  instrument: 

’’NOTICE  CONCERNING  EXTENSIONS  OF  CREDIT  DEFINED  BY  SECTION 
50  0)  (6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION; 

’’SECTION  50(a)(6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION 
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i\LLOWS  CERTAIN  LOANS  .’O  BE  SECURED  AGAINST  TfiE  EQUITY  IN  YOUR  HOr-lE. 

SUCH  LOANS  ARE  COK  ONLY  KNOWN  AS  EQUITY  LOANS.  IF  YOU  DO  NOT 
REPAY  THE  LOAN  OR  I  YOU  FAIL  TO  MEET  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  LOAN,  THE 
LENDER  >LAY  FORECLOSE  *ND  SELL  YOUR  HOME.  THE  CONSTITUTION  PROVIDES 
THAT : 

"(A)  THE  LOAN  N  3T  BE  VOLUNTARILY  CREATED  WITH  THE  CONSENT  OF 
E.aCH  OWNER  OF  YOUR  \  MB  AND  EACH  DINNER’S  SPOUSE; 

■'(B}  THE  PRINC:  AL  LOAN  Al^OUNT  AT  THE  TIME  THE  LOAN  IS  MADE 
MUST  NOT  EXCEED  M  AMOUNT  TIiAT,  WHEN  ADDED  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL 
BALANCES  OF  ALL  OTP  R  LIENS  AGAINST  YOUR  HOMS,  IS  MORE  THAN  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  ARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME; 

"  (C)  THE  LOAN  M  ^T  BE  ?;iTHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 
AGAINST  YOU  AND  YOUR  iPOUSE  UNLESS  YOU  OR  YOUR  SPOUSE  OBTAINED  THIS 
EXTENSION  OF  CREDIT  Y  ACTUAL  FRAUD; 

"(D)  THE  LIEN  :  CURING  THE  LOAN  MAY  BE  FORECLOSED  UPON  ONLY 
WITH  A  COURT  ORDER; 

"  (S)  FEES  AND  '  ARGES  TO  MAKE  THE  LOAM  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  2  {-3} 
PERCENT  OF  THE  LOAi  AMOUNT,  EXCEPT  FOR  A  FES  CR  CHARGE  FOR  AM 
APPRAISAL  PERFORMED  Y  A  THIRD  PARTY  APPRAISER,  A  PROPERTY  SURVEY 


PERFORMED 

BY  A 

STATE 

REGISTERED  OR  LICENSED  SURVE! 

(OR,  A  STATE 

BASE 

PREMIUM 

FOR 

A  Hi 

TGAGEE  POLICY  OF  TITLE 

INSURANCE 

WITH 

ENDORSEMENTS,  OR  A  1  TLE  EXAJ’IINATION  REPORT; 


"(F)  THE  LOAN  AY  NOT  BE  AN  OPEN-END  ACCOUNT  THAT  MAY  BE 
DEBITED  B’ROH  TIKE  TIKE  OR  UNDER  WHICH  CREDIT  MAY  BE  EXTENDED 
FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  U?'  -ESS  IT  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  ZIUK  OF  CREDIT; 

"(G)  YOU  MAY  Pr  PAY  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PENALTY  OR  CliARGE; 

"(H)  NO  ADDXTIC  AL  COLLATERAL  MAY  BE  SECURITY  FOR  THE  LOAN; 

”  <  ^ )  (repealed)  (TH5 . LOAN-'KAY— >IOT  3£  SECURED-BY . KQMBSTBAD 

PROfiSRT-Y— T.HAT--IS-BB€-  5NATBD  ■F0R-AGRT'CUIr^UFAL'-'USFr-7^S-'-0F-.THE---5AT5^ 

CLOSLNG^,^ UNLESS — ¥fi  A.CRICUI,TUR.AL — HOMESTEAD — PROPBft'i-¥ — — USED 

x^H4AR-I-IrY>FOR-^fHB-  Pr  DUGTTm-OF-MLLK]  ; 

"(J)  YOU  ARE  N  T  REQUIRED  TO  REPAY  THE  LOAN  EARLIER  THAN 
AGREED  SOLELY  BECAUS  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  DECREASES 
OR  BECAUSE  YOU  DEFAL  T  ON  AJ^OTHER  LOAN  THAT  IS  NOT  SECURED  BY  YOUR 
HOME; 

"(.K)  ONLY  ONE  L  DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50  (a)  (6),  .ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTl  JTION  MAY  BE  SECURED  WITH  YOUR  HOME  AT  ANY 
GIVEN  TIME; 

" (L)  THE  LOAN  M  3T  BE  SCHEDULED  TO  BE  REPAID  IN  PAYMENTS  THAT 
EQUAL  OR  EXCEED  THE  AJ-lOUNT  OF  ACCRUED  INTEREST  FOR  EACH  PAYMENT 
PERIOD; 

"(H)  THE  LOAN  K  Y  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE  12  DAYS  AFTER  YOU  SUBMIT  A 
LOAN  APPLICATION  TO  IE  LENDER  OR  BEFORE  12  DAYS  AFTER  YOU  RECEIVE 
THIS  NOTICE,  KHICHE  Zn  DATE  IS  LATER;  AND  MAY  NOT  WITHOUT  YoUR 
CONSENT  CLOSE  BEFOR?  ONE  BUSINESS  DAY  AFTER  THE  CATE  ON  WHICH  YOU 
RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YC  R  LOAN  APPLICATION  IF  NOT  PREVI(3USLY  PROVIDED 
AND  A  FINAL  ITEM  1 5'  D  DISCLOSURE  OF  THE  ACTUAL  FEES,  POINTS, 
INTEREST,  COSTS,  AND  CHARGES  THAT  WILL  BE  CHARGED  AT  CLOSING;  AND 
IF  YOUR  HOME  WAS  SEC  UTY  tXlR  THE  SAME  TYPE  OF  LOAN  WITHIN  THE  PAST 
YEAR,  A  NEW  LOAN  SEC  RED  BY  THE  SAME  PROPERTY  MAY  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE 
ONE  YEAR  HAS  PASSED  ;0M  THE  CLOSING  DATE  OF  THE  OTHER  LOAN,  UNLESS 
ON  OATH  YOU  REQUEST  N  EARLIER  CLOSING  DUE  TO  A  DECLARED  STATE  OF 
EMERGENCY; 

"(N)  THE  LOAN  .  lY  CLOSE  ONLY  AT  TFIE  OFFICE  OF  THE  LEWDER, 
TITLE  COMPANY,  OR  A1  .ATTORNEY  AT  LAW; 

"(0)  THE  LENDE  MAY  CHARGE  ANY  FIXED  OR  VARIABLE  RATE  OF 
INTEREST  AUTHORIZED  Y  STATUTE; 

"(P)  ONLY  A  T  -WrULLY  AUTHORIZED  LENDER  MAY  MAKE  LOANS 
DESCRIBED  BY  SECT'N  50(a) (6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION; 

"(Q)  LOANS  DESC  IBED  BY  SECTION  50(a)  (6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE 
TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  I  ST: 

"(1)  NOT  REQUII-  YOU  TO  APPLY  THE  PROCEEDS  TO  ANOTHER  DEBT 
EXCEPT  A  DEBT  THAT  S  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME  OR  OWED  TO  ANOTHER 
LENDER; 

"(2)  NOT  REQUir  :  THAT  YOU  ASSIGN  WAGES  AS  SECURITY; 

"(3)  NOT  REQUI  v  THAT  YOU  EXECUTE  INSTRUMENTS  WHICH  HAVE 
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BLANKS  FOR  SUBSTANTIVE  TERMS  OF  AGREEMENT  LEFT  TO  BE  FILLED  IN; 

”(4)  NOT  REQUIRE  THAT  YOU  SIGN  A  CONFESSION  OF  JUDGMENT  OR 
POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  ANOTHER  PERSON  TO  CONFESS  JUDGMENT  OR  APPEAR 
IN  A  LEGAL  PROCEEDING  ON  YOUR  BEHALF; 

"(5)  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOUR  FINAL  LOAN 
APPLICATION  AND  ALL  EXECUTED  DOCUMENTS  YOU  SIGN  AT  CLOSING; 

"(6)  PROVIDE  THAT  THE  SECURITY  INSTRUMENTS  CONTAIN  A 
DISCLOSURE  THAT  THIS  LOAN  IS  A  LOAN  DEFINED  BY  SECTION  50(a) {6>, 
ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION; 

"(7)  PROVIDE  THAT  WHEN  THE  LOAN  IS  PAID  IN  FULL,  THE  LENDER 
WILL  SIGN  AND  GIVE  YOU  A  RELEASE  OF  LIEN  OR  AN  ASSIGNMENT  OF  THE 
LIEN,  Win.CHEVER  IS  APPROPRIATE; 

"(8)  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  KAY,  WITHIN  3  DAYS  AFTER  CLOSING, 
RESCIND  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PENALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

"(9)  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  AND  THE  LENDER  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE  FAIR 
ILARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOMS  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LOAN  CLOSES;  AND 

"(10)  PROVIDE  THAT  THE  LENDER  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL  PRINCIPAL  AND 
INTEREST  IF  THE  LENDER  FAILS  TO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  LENDER’S 
OBLIGATIONS  UNLESS  THE  LENDER  CORES  THE  FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  AS 
PROVIDED  BY  SECTION  50  (a)  (6)  (Q)  (x)  ,  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION;  AND 

"(R)  IF  THE  LOAN  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT: 

’'(1)  YOU  MAY  REQUEST  ADVANCES,  REPAY  MONEY,  AND  REBORROW  MONEY 
UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

”(2}  EACH  ADVANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  MUST  BE  IN  AN 
AMOUNT  OF  AT  LEAST  54,000; 

•'{3)  YOU  MAY  NOT  USE  A  CREDIT  CARD,  DEBIT  CARD,  OR  SIMILAR 
DEVICE,  OR  PREPRINTED  CHECK  THAT  YOU  DID  NOT  SOLICIT,  TO  OBTAIN 
ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(4)  ANY  FEES  THE  LENDER  CHARGES  MAY  BE  CHARGED  AND  COLLECTED 
ONLY  AT  THE  TIME  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED  AND  THE  LENDER 
MAY  NOT  CliARGE  A  FEE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  ADVANCE; 

•'(5)  THE  MAXIMUM  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  THAT  MAY  BE  EXTENDED,  WHEN 
ADDED  TO  ALL  OTHER  DEBTS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME,  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE 
OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED; 

*'(6)  IF  THE  PRINCIPAL  BALANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  AT  ANY 
TIME  EXCEEDS  ^  [-SO]  PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME, 
AS  DETERMINED  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED,  YOU 
MAY  NO?  CONTINUE  TO  REQUEST  ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  LINF:  Of?  CREDIT  UNTIL 
THE  BALANCE  IS  LESS  THAN  80  i&Q]  PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE; 
AND 

"(7)  THE  LENDER  MAY  NOT  UNILATERALLY  AMEND  THE  TERMS  OF  THE 
LINE  OF  CREDIT. 

"THIS  NOTICE  IS  ONLY  A  SUMMARY  OF  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION.  YOUR  RIGHTS  ARE  GOVERNED  BY  SECTION  50,  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION,  AND  NOT  BY  THIS  NOTICE." 

If  the  discussions  with  the  borrower  are  conducted  primarily 
in  a  language  other  than  English,  the  lender  shall,  before  closing, 
provide  an  additional  copy  of  the  notice  translated  into  the 
wrltton  language  in  which  the  discussions  were  conducted. 

(t)  A  home  equity  line  of  credit  is  a  form  of  an  open-end 
account  that  may  be  debited  from  time  to  time,  under  v;hich  credit 
may  be  extended  from  time  to  time  and  under  which: 

(1)  the  owner  requests  advances,  repays  money,  and 
reborrows  money; 

(2)  any  single  debit  or  advance  is  not  less  than  $4,000; 

(3)  the  owner  does  not  use  a  credit  card,  debit  card,  or 
similar  device,  or  preprinted  check  unsolicited  by  the  borrower,  to 
obtain  an  advance; 

(4)  any  fees  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6) (E)  of  this 
section  are  charged  and  collected  only  at  the  time  the  extension  of 
credit  is  established  and  no  fee  is  charged  or  collected  in 
connection  with  any  debit  or  advance; 

(5}  the  maximum  principal  amount  that  may  be  extended 
under  the  account,  v/hen  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 
outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  indebtedness  secured  by  the 
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homestead  on  the  dat .  the  extension  of  credit  is  established,  does 
not  exceed  an  amount  described  under  Subsection  (a) (6) (B)  of  this 


section; 

(6) 

made-  if  tho-total  p- 


(7)  the  1  nder  or  holder  may  not  unilaterally  amend  the 
extension  of  credit;  and 

(B)  repay  ent  is  to  be  made  in  regular  periodic 
installments,  not  mo  a  often  than  every  1<  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  beginn  ig  not  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  s  established,  and: 

(A)  uring  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  ea  h  installment  equals  or  exceeds  the  amount  of 
accrued  interest;  an 

{S)  ,fter  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  ii.  tallments  are  substantially  equal. 

SECTION  2.  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVI  ION.  la)  This  temporary  provision  applies  to 
the  constitutional  mendment  proposed  by  the  65th  Legislature, 
Regular  Session,  20  >,  to  establish  a  lower  amount  for  expenses 
that  can  be  charged  -o  a  borrower  and  removing  certain  financing 

expense  limitations  :or  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing  certain 

authorized  lenders  i  make  a  home  equity  loan,  chanuing  certain 
options  for  the  re;  nancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing  the 
threshold  for  an  a<  .ance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 
allowing  home  egult-  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

ib)  The  const  tutional  amendment  takes  effect  January  1, 


2018. 


(c)  The  change.  :  in  law  made  by  the  constitutional  amendment 
apply  only  to  a  hoir,  ecuitv  loan  made  on  or  after  the  effective 
date  of  the  constitu  ional  amendment  and  to  an  existing  home  equity 
loan  that  is  refin;.,  eed  on  or  after  the  effective  date  of  the 
constitutional  amenc  lent. 

idl  This  tempo  ary  provision  takes  effect  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitutional  a  i-endment  by  the  voters  and  expires  January  1, 
2015. 

SECTION  3.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vot  rs  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  provide  for  voting  for  or  against 
the  proposition:  "  'he  constitutional,  amendment  to  establish  a 
lower  amount  for  ex  enses  that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and 
removing  certain  fi.  incing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity 
loan,  establishing  c  rtain  authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity 
loan,  changing  certv  n  options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity 
loans,  changing  the  nreshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit,  and  al. owing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural 
homesteads. " 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPC  JITIOH  3  S.J.H.  No.  34 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  consti'  jtional  amendii:ent  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholder  after  the  expiration  of  the  person's  term  of 
office . 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  .'i  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Sec  ion  17,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  to  read  as  t  jIIows; 

Sec.  17.  (a)  . xcaot  as  provided  by  Subsection  (b)  of  this 

section,  all  tA±i)  <  .ficers  of  Cwithin]  this  State  shall  continue 
to  perform  the  dutie  of  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall 
be  duly  qualified. 

(b)  Following  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  an  appointive 
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office  that  is  filled 

by 

appointment 

of  the  Governor  with 

the 

advice  and  consent  of 

the 

Senate  and 

that  is  not  an  office 

for 

which  the  officer  receives  a  salary,  th€  period  for  which  rhe 

officer  shall  continue  to  periojm  tho  duties  of  office  under 

Subsection  (a)  of  this  section  ends  on  the  last  day  of  the  first 

regular  session  of  the  Legislature  that  begins  after  the  expiration 

of  the  term. 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  conscitational  arp.endment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  l,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholders  appointed  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by 
the  senate  after  the  expiration  of  the  person's  term  of  office.” 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  4  S.J.R.  No.  6 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legislature  to  prevScribo  a  waiting  period  before 
the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional . 

EE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1,  Article  V,  Texas  Constitution,  is  amended  by 
adding  Section  32  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  32.  Notwithstanding  Section  1,  Article  Xt^  of  this 

constitution^  the  legislature  may: 

(1)  require  a  court  in  which  a  party  to  litigation  files 
a  petition/  motion^  or  other  pleading  challenging  the 

constitutionality  of  a  statute  of  this  state  to  provide  notice  to 

the  attorney  general  of  the  challenge  If  the  party  raising  the 

challenge  notifies  the  court  that  the  party  is  challenging  the 

constitutionality  of  the  statute;  and 

(2)  prescribe  a  reasonable  period,  which  may  not  exceed 
45  days,  after  the  provision  of  that  notice  during  which  the  court 

may  not  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute  unconstitutional. 

SECTION  2.  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 

Texas  Constitution; 

TEMPORARY  PROVISION.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies 

with  respect  to  the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  85th 

Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2017,  authorizing  the  legislature  to 

require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 

challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  state  statute  and 

authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period,  not  to 

exceed  45  days,  before  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the 

statute  unconstitutional. 

{b}  Section  402.010,  Government  Code,  as  added  by  Chapter  808 

(H.8.  2425)/  Acts  of  the  82nd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2011/ 

and  amended  by  Chapter  1162  (S.B.  392)  and  Chapter  127  6  (H.B. 

1435),  Acts  of  the  63rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013,  is 

validated  and  effective  on  approval  of  the  constitutional  amendment 

described  by  Subsection  (a)  of  this  temporary  provision  and  applies 

only  to  a  petition,  motion,  or  other  pleading  filed  on  or  after 

January  1,  2QI8. 

<c)  This  temporary  provision  expires  January  2,  2018. 

SECTION  3.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 

legislature  to  require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  the  attorney 
general  of  a  challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  state  statute 
and  authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period 
before  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional . ” 
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No.  100 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  5 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constit'  ional  amondmenc  on  professional  sports  tean:\ 
charitable  founcJatic  s  conducting  charitable  raffles. 

3E  IT  RESOLVED  Y  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATS  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Sec  ion  47(ci-13,  Article  III,  Texas  Constitution, 
is  amended  to  read  a  follows: 

(d-l)  The  le  -slature  by  general  law  may  permit  a 
professional  sport;  team  charitable  foundation  to  conduct 
charitable  raffles  .nder  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
general  law.  The  1:  ./  may  authorize  the  charitable  foundation  to 
pay  with  the  raffle  roceeds  reasonable  advertising,  promotional, 
and  administrative  »  ipenses.  A  law  enacted  under  this  subsection 
applies  [may-- apply)  only  to  an  entity  — ±*1  defi.ned  as  a 

professional  sports  earn  charitable  foundation  under  that  law  [eft 
January — — SOl^rl  ^  'd  may  only  allow  charitable  raffles  to  be 
conducted  at  games  >sted  at  t3ie  home  venue  of  the  professional 
sports  team  associai  d  with  a  professional  sports  team  charitable 
foundation.  In  thiS’  subsections  ^^professional  sports  team”  means: 

(1)  a  tec  organized  in  this  state  that  is  a  meiTiber  of 
Major  League  Baseba  i,  the  National  Basketball  Association,  the 
National  Hockey  Leaf-  the  National  Football  League,  Major  League 
Uoccer,  the  Americai  Hockey  League,  the  East  Coast  Hockey  League, 
the  American  Associe  ion  of  Independent  Professional  Baseball,  the 
Atlantic  League  of  - cofessional  Baseball,  Minor  League  Baseball, 
the  National  Baskfe  ball  Association  Development  League,  the 
National  Women's  Soc  ar  League,  the  Major  Arena  Soccer  League,  the 
United  Soccer  Lea  ae,  or  the  Women’s  National  Basketball 
Association; 


[2)  a  oe; 

;on  hostlnu  a  inotorsoorts  racinq  team  event 

sanctioned  by  the  N. 

ional  association  for  Stock  Car  Auto  Racing 

(NASCAR),  INDYCar, 

iT  another  nationally  recognized  motorsports 

racinc  association 

t  a  venue  in  this  state  with  a  oermanent 

seatinq  caoacitv  of 

^ ot  less  than  75,000; 

[3)  an 

cganization  hosting  a  Professional  Golf 

Association  event;  c 

her  professional  soorts  team  defined  bv  law. 

(4)  any  c 

SECTION  2.  ThJ  .  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vot  ts  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  1,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  b.  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  *’The  c  nstitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports 
team  charitable  four  .ations  conducting  charitable  raffles." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  FROPC  JITION  6  S.J.R.  No.  1 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitu  ional  ajuendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exemp  ion  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of 
the  market  value  of  ne  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse 
of  a  first  respondei  v/ho  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line 
of  duty. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 


SECTION  1.  Sec  ion  1-b,  Article  vill,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  adding  S*  -sections  (o)  and  (p)  to  read  as  follows: 

(o)  The  leqis  -iture  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 


surviv^na  spouse  oi 

a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  tatai.Lv 

injured  in  the  line 

of  duty  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  rrom  ad 

valorem  taxation  c 

all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 

survivinq  spouse's  i. 

sidence  homestead  if  the  surviving  soouse  has 

not  remarried  sine 

Che  death  of  the  first  responder.  The 

leaislature  bv  aen 

ral  law  may  define  ’’first  responder”  ror 

purposes  of  this 

subsection  and  mav  prescribe  additional 

eligibility  require- 

ents  for  the  exemotion  authorized  by  this 

subsection . 

(p)  The  legit 

ature  bv  general  law  mav  provide  that  a 
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surviving  spouse  who  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 

accordance  with  Subsection  <o)  oi  this  section  and  who  aubsequentily 

qualifies  a  different  proparty  as  the  surviving  spouse’s  residence 

homestead  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  frorn  ad  valorem  taxation  of 

the  subsequently  qualified  homestead  in  an  amount  equal  to  the 

dollar  amount  of  the  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  the 

first  homestead  for  which  the  eKomption  was  received  in  accordance 

V7ith  Subsection  {o)  of  this  section  in  the  last  year  in  which  the 

surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption  an  accordance  with  that 

subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has  not 

remarried  since  the  death  of  the  first  responder. 

SECTION  2-  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVISION.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies  ~o 

the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  SSth  Legislature^ 

Reg ular  Session,  2011,  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for 

an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market 

value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first 

responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty. 

(b)  Sections  l-b(o)  and  (pj ^  Article  VIII;  of  this 

constitution  take  effect  January  1/  2018^  and  apply  only  to  a  tax 

year  beginning  on  or  after  that  date. 

(c)  This  temporary  provision  expires  January  1,  2019. 

SECTION  3,  This  proposed  constitutiona J  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  1, 

2017.  The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or 
against  the  proposition;  ’'The  constitutional  amendment 
authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder 
who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty,” 


STATE  OP  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  7 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 


H.J.R.  No.  37 


proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  credit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  award  prizes  by  lot  to  promote  savings. 


IS 


3E  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 
SECTION  1.  Section  47,  Article  III,  Texas  Constitution, 
amended  by  adding  Subsection  (d-2)  to  read  as  follows: 

(d-2)  Subsection  (a)  of  this  section  does  not  prohibit  the 

legislature  from  authorizing  credit  unions  and  other  financial 


institutions 

to  conduct. 

under  the  terms 

and  conditions  imposed 

by 

general  law, 

promotional 

activities  to 

promote  savings  in  which 

prizes  are 

awarded  to 

one  or  more  of  the  credit  union's 

or 

financial  institution’s  depositors  selected  by  lot. 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition.*  "The  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  credit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  av/ard  prizes  by  lot  to  promote  savings." 
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PROPUESTA  nOmERO  i  DEL  E'.  ADO  DE  TEXAS  H J.R.  21 

RESOLUCION  C  -NJUNTA  DE  LA  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  conr-  Eucional  qwe  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exendbn  del 
impuesto  advaloremdeunapaedelvalorde  mercado  de  la  residencta  principal  de  u  n  veterano 
pardalmente  dlscapadtado  o  del  cdnyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  p  ndpa  I  f  ue  donada  al  veterano  dlscapadtado  por  una  organizacion 
benefica  por  menos  de!  valor mercado  de  la  residenda  y  que  armoniza  ciertas  disposiclones 
relacionadas  de  la  Constitudon  Je  Texas. 

LA  legislatura  del  ES  ado  de  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCiOn  1.  La  Seccidn  3  i  (1|,  ArtfculoVlll.de  la  Constitudon  de  Texas,  talcomo  propone 
la  H.J.R.  24, 83?  Sesion  Legislati  i,  Sesion  Regular,  2013,  se  enmienda  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(1)  La  legislatura,  por  ey  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  veterano  pardalmente 
discapacitado  tiene  derecho  a  rt  ibir  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  en  un  porcentajedei 
valor  demercadodela  residen:  ,r  p  rincipat  de!  veterano  discapacitado  que  sea  igual  al  porcentaje 
de  discapacldad  del  veterano  o  scapadtado,  si  la  residenda  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano 
discapacitado  por  una  organize,  ion  benefica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residericia 
orindoal.  oinduso  a  ningun  coe  .o  para  el  veterano  discapacitado.  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general, 
puede  disponer  requisites  de  el .  gibilidad  adicionales  para  recibir  la  exencidn.  Para  los  propositos 
de  esta  subsecdon,  un  "veterai  a  parcialmente  discapacitado"  es  un  veterano  discapacitado  tal 
como  se  describe  en  la  Seeddn i  b)  de  este  articulo,  que  posee  un  certificado  que  indica  que  tiene 
una  clasificacidn  de  discapadd  -d  de  menos  del  100  por  dento.  Una  limitacidn  o  restriccidn  al 
derecho  de  un  veterano  discap.idtado  a  recibir  una  exenddn  conforme  a  la  Seccidn  2(b)  de  este 
articulo,  o  al  monto  de  una  ex  nddn  conforme  a  la  Seccidn  2(b),  no  se  aplica  a  las  exenciones 
conforme  a  esta  subseccidn. 

SECCION  2,  La  Seccidn  1  d  (1),  Artfculo  VIII,  dela  Constitucidn  deTexas,tal  como  propone 
la  HJ.R.  62,  833  Sesidn  Legislat  va,  Sesidn  Regular,  2013,  es  redesignada  como  Seccidn  l-b{m), 
Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucidn  e  Texas,  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

(ml  [(44)  La  legislatura,  f  r  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  el  ednyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armad,  s  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  resulte  muerto  en  combate  tenga 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencion  .lei  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalldad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  la  residenda  princ'  jai  del  ednyuge  sobrevivlente  mientras  este  no  se  haya  vuelto  a 
casar  desde  la  muerte  del  mier>  bro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECC|6n  3.  La  Seccidn  i-b(m),  Artfculo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  es  redesignada 
como  Seccidn  l-b(n),  Articulo  Vltl,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  y  modificada  para  leerse  de  la 
siguiente  manera; 

(n)  [((«))  La  legislatura,  (  or  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  ednyuge  sobrevivlente,  que 
califica  para  recibir  Y  recibe  una  exetrcldn  segun  lo  establecido  en  la  Subseccidn  (m)  [(4)1  de  esta 
seccidn  y  que  posteriormente  c;,lific3  una  propiedad  distinta  como  su  residenda  principal,  tiene 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exenddn  cal  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  residenda  calificada  posteriormente 
en  un  monto  equivalente  al  valor  en  ddlares  de  la  exenddn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  primera 
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residencia  para  fa  cual  se  redbio  la  exendon  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  {ml  [(1))  de  esta  secdon  en 
ei  ultimo  afio  en  qu  e  el  cbnyuge  sobr eviviente  redbio  la  exendon  conforme  a  esa  subseccion  para 
esa  residencia,  mientras  ef  conyuge  sobreviviente  no  se  haya  vueito  a  casardesde  la  muerte  del 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECCI6N  4.  Esta  enmienda  constituclonal  propuesta  debe  sen  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevar5  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  la  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
Impresa  y  debe  permitir  vota  r  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  ia  proposidon:  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exenddn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  una  parte  del  valor 
de  mercado  de  la  residencla  principal  de  un  veterano  parcialmente  discapadtado  o  def  conyuge 
sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  parcialmente  discapadtado,  si  ia  residenda  principal  fue  donada  al 
veterano  discapadtado  por  una  organizadbn  bendfica  per  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
residencia  y  que  armoniza  dertas  disposiclones  reladonadas  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas". 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  2  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  S.i.R.  N9  60 

RESOLUCidlN  CONJUNTA  DEL  SENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constftudonal  para  establecer  una  cantidad  menor  para  los  gastos  que 
se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatario  y  eliminar  dertas  limliaciones  de  gastos  de  finanefamiento  para 
un  prestamo  con  garantfa  hipotecarla,  establecer  ciertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hscer  un 
prestamo  con  garantfa  hlpotecaria,  cambiar  dertas  opciones  para  ei  refinanciamiento  de  Ids 
prestamos  con  garantfa  hlpotecaria,  cambiar  e!  umb  ral  para  el  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con 
respaldo  hipotecarlo  y  otorgar  prestamos  con  garantfa  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas  agn'colas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE; 

SECCIOn  1.  La  Secdon  50,  Artfculo  XVf,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  enmienda  para 
modificarias Subsecdones  (a),  (f),  (g)  y  (t)  yanadirla  Subseccidn  (M)  para  leerse  de  lasiguiente 
manera: 

(a)  La  vivienda  de  una  familia  o  una  persona  adulta  soltera  sera  y  por  la  presente  esta 
proteglda  contra  la  venta  forzosa  para  ei  pago  de  todas  las  deudas,  con  excepclon  de: 

(1)  el  predo  de  compra  o  una  parte  de  ese  predo  de  compra; 

(2)  los  impuestes  que  correspondan; 

(3)  las  sumas  equitativas  p  agadas  por  una  parte  a  otra  impuestassobre  la  totalidad 
de  la  propiedad  por  una  orden  del  tribunal  o  por  un  acuerdo  escrlto  entre  las  partes  de  la  division, 
incluida  la  deuda  de  un  conyuge  a  favor  del  otro  que  resulte  de  la  division  o  la  adjudicad6n  de  una 
residenda  familiar  en  un  jurdo  de  divordo; 

(4)  el  refinanciamiento  de  un  gravamen  sobre  una  vivienda,  incluso  el  gravamen  de) 
impuesto  federal  que  resulta  de  la  deuda  tributaria  de  ambos  conyuges,  si  la  vivienda  es  una 
residenda  familiar,  o  de  la  deuda  tributaria  del  propletario; 

(5)  el  trabajo  y  fos  matcriales  utilizados  para  construlr  nuevas  mejoras  en  la 
vivienda,  si  fueron  contratados  por  esertto,  o  el  trabajo  y  los  matcriales  utilizados  para  reparar  o 
renovar  las  mejorar  existentes  que  hublera  si: 

(A}  el  trabajo  y  los  materia  les  son  contratados  por  escrlto  con  el 
consentimiento  de  ambos  conyuges  en  el  caso  de  una  residenda  familiar,  yproporcionados  de  la 
misma  manera  que  se  exige  al  hacer  la  venta  y  ia  transferencla  de  la  vivienda; 

(B)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  no  es  formalizado  por  el 
propletario  o  por  el  conyuge  del  propletario  antes  del  quinto  dfa  despu^s  de  que  el  propietarfo 
presenta  una  solicitud  escrita  para  cualquier  extension  del  credito  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales,  a 
menos  que  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  sean  necesarlos  para  realizar  repa  racioncs  inmediatas  a  las 
condidones  de  la  propiedad  que  afecten  considerablemente  la  salud  o  la  seguridad  del  propletario 
0  la  persona  que  reside  en  !a  propiedad  y  que  el  propletario  de  la  vivienda  lo  deje  asentado  por 
escrito; 

(C)  el  contrato  por  ef  trabajo  y  los  materiales  dispone  expresamente  que  ei 
propletario  puede  resdndir  el  contrato  sin  penalizacion  ni  cargos  dentro  de  los  tres  dfas 
posteriores  a  la  firma  del  contrato  por  todas  las  partes,  a  menos  que  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales 
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sean  necesarlos  para  realizar  i  naractones  inmediatas  a  las  condlciones  de  la  propiedad  que 
afect^n  considerablemente  la  i  ud  o  la  s^gundad  del  propletarioo  la  persona  que  reside  en  la 
propiedad  y  el  propietario  de  b  ivlenda  lo  de)e  asentado  por  escrito;  y 

(D)  el  ct‘  trato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  es  formallzado  por  cl 
propleiario  y  el  cdnyuge  del  pro  etario  s6lo  en  la  oficina  de  un  prestamista  externo  que  hace  una 
extension  del  credito  por  el  tr£  ajo  y  los  materiales,  un  abogado  o  una  compania  detitulos  de 
propiedad; 

(6)  unaextensid  del  credito  que: 

{A}  estaj  rantlzada  medianteun  gravarDenvoluntariosobre  la  propiedad, 
creado  conforms  a  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimlento  de  todos  los  propletarlos  y  Jos 
cdnyuges  de  todos  los  propieta  •  os; 

(B)  esde  nmonto  principal  que  alseranadidoalasumatotaldelossaldos 
pendientes  del  capital  de  todr-  las  otras  deudas  garantizadas  por  embargos  v^lidos  sobre  fa 
propiedad  no  supera  el  80  por-  ento  del  valor justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en 
que  se  hace  la  extension  del  cri  iito; 

(C|  no  ti<  e  posibilidad  recurrira  la  responsabilldad  personal  contra  cada 
propietarlo  y  el  c6r>Yuge  de  cav:  3  propletario,  a  menos  que  el  propletario  o  su  cdnyuge  hayan 
obtenido  la  extension  del  credi  ^  medrante  un  fraude; 

(D)  estd  (  rantizada  por  un  gravamen  que  puede  serejecutadosolopor  una 

orden  de  un  tribunal; 

(E)  no  r«  ulere  que  el  propletario  o  el  cdnyuge  del  propletario  pague, 
ademas  de  cualquier  interns  oj: »  ntos  de  descuento  de  buena  fe  utilizados  para  reduclr  la  tasa  de 
mterds.  cualquier  tasa  a  cualq -ier  persona  que  sea  necesaria  para  crear,  evaluar,  mantener, 
registrar,  garantizar  o  revisar  la  xtensidn  del  credito  que  supere,  en  la  suma  tota  I,  el  dos  Itfesi  por 
dento  del  monto  principal  orig‘  al  de  la  extensidn  del  credito.  exceoto  tasss  oor: 

il'  una  valoracidn  imoositlva  realizada  oor  un  tasador  externo: 
li’  ■  la  aerimensura  dc  la  prooiedad  realizada  por  un  agrimensor 
registrado  o  llcendado  en  el  es'  -do: 

II  I  ,  una  prima  de  base  estatal  por  una  pdilza  de  seeuro  de  titulo  para 
hiooteca  con  respaldos  estable’  dos  de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado;  o 

It  >  un  informs  de  evaluadon  de  tttulo.  si  su  costo  es  menor  oue  la 
prima  de  base  estatal  nor  una  r-  ?l)za  de  seeuro  de  tftulo  para  hiooteca  srn  resoaldos  establecidos 
de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  es‘  «do: 

(F}  no  e.  un  tlpo  de  linea  de  credito  abierta  quo  puede  scr  debitada 
ocasionalmente  o  conforme  a  1.  :ual  el  credito  puede  ser  extendido  ocasionalmente,  a  menos  que 
la  lined  de  credito  abierta  sea  i  a  tinea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario; 

(G)  esp'  aderaporanticipadosin  penalizacidn  niotros  cargos; 

(H)  no  e  ‘a  garantizada  por  ninguna  propiedad  real  o  personal  adiclonal 
distinto  de  la  vivlenda; 

(I)  (dero  idal  [no  osta  carantlzada  por-una  vlvionda  one  a  la  focha’de 


(J)  no  pu  de  acelerarse  por  una  disminucion  en  el  valor  de  mercado  de  ia 


vivienda  o  por  el  Incumpiimieni  •  d  el  propletario  con  respecto  a  otras  deudas  no  garantizadas  por 
una  carga  valida  anterior  contr.  la  vivienda; 

(K)  es  la  :iica  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda  en  el  momcntoenque  se 
hace  la  extensidn  del  credito,  a .  lenos  que  ia  otra  deuda  haya  side  hecha  por  un  propdsito  descrito 
en  las  Subsecciones  o  la  Subseccion  (a)(8)  de  esta  seccion; 

(1)  estS  j  '‘ogramada  para  ser  tiquidada: 

(f  en  sucesivas  cuotas  reguiares  sustancialmente  Iguales,  no  mas 
frecuentemente  que  cada  14  di-  s  y  no  menos  frecuentemente  que  cada  mes,  empezando  nomas 
de  dos  mescs  despues  de  la  fe<  a  en  que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  crddlto,  cada  una  de  las  cuales 
equivaie  o  supera  ia  cantidad  <  ■.  Interes  acumulado  desde  la  fecha  de  fa  cuota  programada;  o 
(I  si  la  extensidn  del  credito  es  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo 
hipotecario,  en  cuotas  regutare  .  descritas  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  {t)(8]  de  esta  seccldn; 

(M)  no  h  '  cierra  antes: 
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(t}  del  dia  12  despu&s  de  la  fecha  mas  posterior  entre  las  sigulentes: 
la  fecha  en  que  el  propfetario  de  la  vivienda  le  presenta  una  solrcitud  de  prestamo  al  prestamista 
porlaextensidn  del  cr6ditoo  la  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  fe  da  alpropietarlouna  copla  del  aviso 
prescrito  en  la  Subsecclon  (g|  de  esta  seccidn; 

(ii)  de  un  d(a  hdbll  despues  de  ia  fecha  en  que  el  propletario  de  la 
vivienda  reclbe  una  copla  de  la  solicitud  de  prestamo  si  no  ha  sido  proporcionadaanteriormentey 
una  divulgacion  final  detallada  de  las  tasas,  puntos,  Intereses,  costos  y  cargos  reales  que  seran 
cobrados  en  el  cierre.  Si  existe  una  emergencia  de  buena  fe  u  otra  buena  causa  y  el  prestamista 
ofatiene  el  consentimlento  escrito  del  propfetario,  el  prestamista  puede  propordonarle  la 
documentaddn  al  propietarlo  o  puede  modificar  la  documentacidn  propordonada  anterlormente 
en  la  fecha  de  cierre;  y 

(ijl|  ei  primer  aniversario  de  la  fecha  de  cierre  de  cualquier  otra 
extension  del  cr^dito  descrita  en  fa  Subscccidn  (a)(6)  de  esta  seccion  garantizada  por  la  mlsma 
vivienda,  excepto  un  refinandamlento  descrito  en  el  Parrafo  (Q){x)(f)  de  esta  subdivision,  a  menos 
que  el  propietario  requiera  bajo  juramento  un  cierre  anterior  debldo  a  un  estado  de  emergencia 
que: 

(a)  haya  sido  dedarado  por  el  presidente  de  (os  Estados 
Unidos  0  por  ef  gobernadorsegun  !o  establecido  por  la  ley;  y 

(b)  se  aplique  al  ^rea  en  la  que  esta  ubicada  la  vivienda; 

(N)  se  cierra  solo  en  la  oficina  del  prestamista,  un  abogado  o  una  compania 
de  titulos  de  propiedad; 

(O)  permite  que  un  prestamista  contrate  y  reciba  cualquier  tasa  de  Intcres 
fija  o  variable  autorizada  de  acuerdo  con  la  ley; 

(P)  es  realizada  por  uno  de  los  sigulentes  establecimientos  que,  de  acuerdo 
a  una  agenda  regulatoria  federal,  no  se  ha  vista  Involucrado  en  la  practica  de  negarse  a  hacer 
pr^stamos  porque  los  solicitantes  de  los  prestamos  residen  o  la  propiedad  propuesta  para 
garantizarlos  prestamos  esta  ubicada  en  una  cierta  area: 

(i)  un  banco,  una  asociscidn  de  aborros  y  prestamos,  un  banco  de 
ahonros  o  una  cooperativa  de  cr^dito  que  hace  negocios  conforme  a  las  leyes  de  este  estado  o  de 
los  Estados  Unidos.  Induso  la  subsidiarla  de  un  banco,  una  asociacion  de  ahorros  v  prestamos,  un 
banco  de  ahorros  o  una  cooperativa  de  credito  descritos  en  este  suboarrafo: 

(ii)  un  organismo  de  prestamo autorizado  pore!  gobierno federal  o 
una  persona  autorizada  como  acreedor  hipotecario  por  el  gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para 
hacer  prestamos  con  garantia  federal; 

(ill)  una  persona  licendada  para  hacer  prestamos  regulados,  segun  lo 
establecido  por  la  ley  de  este  estado; 

(iv)  una  persona  que  vend  id  la  vivienda  al  propfetario  actual  y  que 
proporcion<3  la  totalidad  o  parte  del  financiamiento  para  la  compra; 

(v)  una  persona  que  es  familiar  del  propietario  de  la  residenclaen 
segundo  grado  de  aflnidad  o  consangulnidad;  o 

(vj)  una  persona  rcgu  lada  por  este  estado  como  [agente]  entidadde 
prestamos  hipotecarlos  o  comoatlfa  de  prestamos  hipotecarios;  y 

(cy  se  hacecon  (a  condicion  de  que: 

(I)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  tenga  que  aplicar  los  Ingresos  de  la 
extension  del  credito  para  liquidar  otra  deuda,  excepto  las  deudas  garantizadas  por  fa  vivienda  o 
las  deudas  a  otro  prestamista; 

(if)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  asigne  salarios  como  garantia  por 

la  extension  del  credito; 

(iii)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  firme  niogun  documento  en  el 
que  haya  espacios  vacios  para  rellenar  reladonados  con  termlnos  sustanciales  del  acuerdo; 

(Iv)  et  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  firme  una  deciaracion  jurada  de 
admisidn  de  deuda  o  poder  notarial  al  prestamista  o  a  un  tercero  para  admitirsu  deuda  o  para 
aparecer  por  el  propietario  en  un  procedimiento  judicial; 

(v)  en  el  moment©  en  que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito,  ef 
propietario  de  la  vivienda  debe  recibir  una  copla  de  la  solicitud  final  de  prestamo  y  de  todos  los 
documentos  formalizados  flrmados  por  el  propietario  en  el  cierre  y  reladonados  con  (a  extension 
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del  credito; 


(v  ,  los  documentos  de  garantia  que  garantizan  !a  extension  def 
credito  contengan  una  clausula  .ie  dlvulgacion  que  establezca  que  la  extension  del  credito  es  e! 
tipo  de  credito  definido  en  la  Sur  seccldn  falls)  de  esta  seccidn  tSeecidn50(a)(6)rAfti6uioXVI;  det3 

(v  t)  dentrodeunplazorazonableluegodelvencimientoydelpago 
compieto  de  !a  exlensidn  del  cr.'-ilto,  el  prestamlsta  cancele  y  devuelva  el  pagare  al  propietario  de 
la  vivienda  y  le  de  ai  propiet.vio,  en  formato  registrable,  una  llberacion  del  gravamen  que 
garantice  la  extension  del  crp  :to  o  una  copia  del  endoso  y  asignacldn  del  gravamen  a  un 
prestamlsta  que  est^  refinanci,:  ido  la  extensidn  del  credito; 

(v,  ,)  e!  propietario  de  la  vivienda  y  cualquier  cdnyuge  del  propietario 
puedan,  dentro  de  ios  tres  dia,  posteriores  a  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  crddito, 
rescindir  la  extensidn  sin  penalvjcidn  ni  cargos; 

{I  )  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  y  el  prestamlsta  firmen  un 
reconocimiento  escrito  del  vale,  justo  de  mcrcado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la 
extension  del  credito; 

(v  a  excepcldn  de  lo  estableddo  en  el  SubpSrrafo  (xi)  de  este 
parrafo,  el  prestamlsta  o  cuatqu.jr  titular  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del  credito  deben  renunciar  a 
todos  los  capitales  e  intereses  d la  extensidn  del  credito  si  e!  p  restamisla  o  titular  no  cumple  sus 
obligaciones  conforme  a  la  exti  rsion  del  credito  y  no  corrlge  su  Incumplimiento  en  un  plazo  no 
mayor  de  60  dfas  despues  de  ia  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  o  titular  es  notificado  por  el 
prestatarlo  de  su  incumplimien  o  por: 

(a)  pagarle  al  propietario  una  cantidad  equivalente  a 
cualquier  recargo  pagado  por  ei  ,,ropietario  conforme  a  ia  extensidn  del  credito  o  relacionado  con 
ella,  si  e!  propietario  pagdunm  nto  que  supera  la  cantidad  estipuladaen  el  parrafo  aplicable  (E), 
(G)  u  (0)  de  esta  subdivision; 

(b)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito  deque 
el  gravamen  es  valldo  solo  en  l<-  antidad  en  que  la  extension  del  credito  no  supere  el  porcentaje 
descrito  en  el  Parrafo  (B)  de  c.ta  subdivision,  si  corresponde,  o  no  este  garantizado  por  una 
propiedad  descrita  por  el  PSrra.  a  (H)  [s-W)  de  esta  subdivision,  si  corresponde; 

(c)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  aviso  escrito  que  transforma 
cualquier  otra  cantidad,  porceir  aje,  termino  u  otra  disposicion  prohibidos  en  esta  secclon  en  una 
cantidad,  porcentaje,  termino  u  otra  disposicion  permitidos  y  modifica  la  cuenta  del  prestatario 
para  garantizarque  el  prestata.  .0  no  tenga  que  pagar  mils  que  una  cantidad  permitida  en  esta 
seccibn  y  no  este  sujeto  a  cualquier  otro  termino  o  disposicibn  prohibidos  en  esta  seccibn; 

(d)  llevarte  los  documentos  requeridos  al  prestatario  si  el 
prestamista  no  cumple  los  tei-  linos  del  Subparrafo  (v)  de  este  parrafo  u  obtener  las  firmas 
apropiadassi  el  prestamista  no  rumple  iosterminos  del  Subparrafo  (ix)  de  este  parrafo; 

(e)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito,  si  el 
incumplimiento  esta  prohibido  -  n  el  Pdrrafo  (K)  de  esta  subdivisibn,  de  que  el  interes  acumulado  y 
todas  las  obligaciones  del  propir  :  ario  conforme  a  la  extensibn  del  crbdlto  disminuyen  mientras  que 
cualquier  gravamen  anterior  p.ohibido  segbn  to  estableddo  en  el  Parrafo  (K)  sigue  estando 
garantizado  por  la  vivienda;  0 

(f)  si  ei  incumplimiento  no  puede  ser  subsanado  conforme  a 
los  Subpbrrafos  (x)(a)-(e)  de  est  •  parrafo,  subsanar  e!  incumplimiento  mediante  un  reintegrooun 
credito  de  $1,000  al  propietario  r  ofrecerle  al  propietario  el  derecho  a  refinanclar  la  extensibn  del 
erbdito  con  el  prestamista  o  titv  ar  pore!  periodo  restante  del  prbstamo  sin  ningun  coslo  para  el 
propietario  y  bajo  las  mlsmas  ondiciones,  incluyerdo  el  interes,  de  la  extensibn  del  credito 
original  con  las  modificaclones  i,ue  sean  necesarias  para  cumplir  los  terminos  de  esta  seccibn  0 
bajo  ias  condiciones  que  el  propietario  y  el  prestamista  0  titular  acuerden  de  otra  forma  y  que 
cumplan  los  terminos  de  esta  seccibn;  y 

(x'j  el  prestamista  ocualquiertitulardelanotadela  extensibn  del 
crbdlto  debe  renunciar  a  todos  los  capitales  e  intereses  de  la  extensibn  de!  credito  si  la  extensibn 
es  hecha  por  una  persona  distinta  a  la  persona  descrita  conforme  a)  Parrafo  (P)  de  esta  subdivision 
osl  el  gravamen  no  fue  creado  f  n  virtud  de  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimlento  de  cada  uno 
de  los  propletarios  y  los  ebnyug.s  de  cada  uno  de  los  propletarios,  a  menos  que  cada  uno  de  los 
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propjetarJos  y  cada  uno  de  los  c6nyuges  que  inicialmente  ro  Io  habtan  hecho,  den  su 
consentimlento; 

(7)  una  hipoteca  inversa;  o 

(S)  la  conversion  y  el  refinanciamiento  de  un  gravamen  de  bienes  muebles 
garantizado  por  una  casa  prefabricada  a  un  gravamen  de  bienes  rnmuebles>  Incluldo  el 
refinanciamiento  del  precio  de  compra  de  la  casa  prefabricada,  el  costo  de  Instalacidn  de  la  casa 
prefabricada  en  el  blen  rnmueble  y  e!  refinanciamiento  dei  precio  de  compra  del  falen  inmueble. 

(f)  El  reftnancia  miento  de  una  deud  a  garantizada  por  la  vivienda,  de  la  cual  cualquier  parte 
es  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la  Subseccidn  {a)(6)  de  esta  seccion,  no  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  villdo  sobre  la  vivienda  a  menos  que  ocurra  uno  de  los  sieutentes: 

i(jj  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  detida  sea  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la 
Subsecdon  (3|{6)  o  (a}(7j  de  esta  secclon:  o 

(21  se  cumolan  todas  las  condiclones  siguientest 

(Al  el  refinancia  miento  no  se  cier ra  antes  del  or imer  aniversario  de  la  fecha 
de  cierre  de  la  extension  de!  credito: 

(B)  laextensidn  de  credito  refinandariano  incluveelanticloo  decualquier 
fondo  adicionai  distinto  de: 

(11  fondos  anticipados  para  refinandar  una  deuda  descrlta  en  las 
Subsecciones  faUll  a  (aU?!  de  esta  seccion;  o 

(111  los  costos  V  reserves  reales  reoueridos  aor  el  prestamista  para 

refinandar  la  deuda: 

(Cl  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extensidn  del  credito  corresoonde  a  un  monto 
principal  oue,  al  ser  afladtdo  a  fa  suma  total  de  iossaldos  pendtentes  del  capital  de  todas  lasotras 

deudas  garantlzadas  por  embargos  validos  sobre  la  propiedad,no  supgra  el  80  por  ciento  del  valor 

iusto  de  mercado  de  la  vivienda  en  la  fecha  en  la  que  se  reallza  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extension 

de  credito:  v 

(Dl  el  orestamista  le  proporciona  al  oropletarlo  el  sinuiente  aviso  escrito  en 
un  documento  separado  en  un  plazo  no  mayor  del  tercer  dia  h^bil  posterior  a  la  fecha  en  que  el 

propietario  le  presenta  ia  solicitud  de  pr^stamo  al  prestamista  v  al  menos  12  dias  antes  de  fa  fecha 

en  que  secierra  el  refmanclamlento  de  la  extension  del  creditor 

"EL  PRESTAMO  EXISTENTE  QUE  USTgP  DESEA  REFINANCIAR  £S  UN  PR^STAMO  CON 

GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIft.  USTED  PUEDE  TENER  LA  OPC|6n  DE  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRfeTAMO  CON 

GARANTIa  HIPOTECARIA  YA  sea  COMO  UN  PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  0  COMO  UN 

PRESTAMO  SIN  GAHANTIA  HIPOTECARIA.  SI  AS!  SE  LQ  OFRECE  SU  PRESTAMISTA. 

"LOS  PRfeTAMOS  CON  GARANTtA  HIPOTECARIA  POSEEN  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCIONES 

PARAELCONSUMIDOR.  Ut^  PRESTAMISTAS6lO PUEDE EJECUTAR  UN  PRgSTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 

HIPOTECARIA  BASANDOSE  EN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL.  UN  PHfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 

HIPOTECARIA  NO  DEBETENERPOSI BILIDAO  RECURRI R  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONALCONTRA 

USTED  YSUCdNYUGE. 

"SI  HA  SOLICITADO  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE 

COMO  UN  PRfeTAMO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  PERDERA  CIERTAS  PROTECCIONES  AL 

CONSUMIDOR.  UN  PRgSTAMO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  REPINANCIADO: 

"111  LE  PERMITIRA  al  PRESTAMISTA  EJECUTARLO  SIN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN 

TRIBUNAL: 

"121  TENDRA  POSIBILIDAD  de  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL 
CONTRA  USTED  Y  SU  c6NYUGE:  Y 

"131  TAMBI^N  PUEDE  INCLUIROTROST^RMINOSOCONDICIONES  QUE  PUEDEN  NO 
ESTAR  PERMITIDOS  EN  UN  PRESTAMO  TRADICIONAL  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA. 

"ANTES  DE  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRgSTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE  PARA 

CONVERTIRLO  EN  UN  PRESTAMO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  DEBE  ASEGURARSE  DE  QUE 

ENTIENDE  QUE  ESTA  RENUNCIANDO  A  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCIONES  QUE  PROVEEN  LOS 

PRfeTAMOS  COM  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  CONFORMS  A  LA  LEY,  Y  DEBE  CONSIDERAR  CONSULTAR 

A  UN  ABOGADO  QUE  USTED  ELBA  ACERCA  DE  ESAS  PROTECCIONES. 

"QUIZAS  DESEE  PEDIRLE  A  SU  PRESTAMISTA  QUE  REfINANCIE  SU  PRESTAMO  COMO  UN 

PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  SIN  EMBARGO.  UN  PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 

HIPOTECARIA  PUEDE  TENER  UNA  TASA  DE  INTERES  Y  COSTOS  DE  CIERRE  MAS  ALTOS  QUE  UN 
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PRfeTAMO  SIN  GARANTI'A  HIPOTECARIA''. 

lf-11  Un  gravamen  gue  garantiza  el  refinanciamignto  de  »na  deuda  conforme  a  la 

Subsecclon  Iflf21  de  esta  seccton  es  considerado  un  gravamen  descrito  en  laSubsecci6n  (al(41  de 

esta  seccion.  Una  declaracldn  lurada  firmaba  nor  el  nropietario  o  el  convuge  del  oropietario  en  la 

Que  reconoce  gue  se  ban  cumolido  los  regulsitos  dc  la  Subseccioa  ffR2)  de  esta  seccton  estabiece 

foncluventem ante  Que  se  ban  cumplidn  ios  renuisitos  de  la  Sufaseccion  faU4)  de  esta  secclbn, 

(g)  Una  extension  del  cridito  descrita  en  la  Subseccidn  (a){S)  de  esta  secddn  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  villdo  sobre  la  vivienda  si  la  extensidn  del  crddito  no  se  cierra  antes 
del  dia  12  despues  de  que  el  prestamista  le  proporcione  al  propietario  la  siguiente  notificacidn 
escrita  en  un  documento  separado: 

"NOTIFICACION  RELACIONADA  CON  LAS  EXTENSIONES  DEL  CR^DITO  DEFINIDAS  EN  LA 
SECCibN  S0(a)(6},  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  W  CQNSTITUClbN  DE  TEXAS; 

"LA  SECCI6n  50(a)(6),  ARTiCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCICN  DE  TEXAS  PERMITE  QUE 
CIERTOS  PRESTAMOS  SEAN  GARANTIZADOS  POR  LA  HIPOTECA  DE  SU  HOGAR.  ES05  PRESTAMOS 
SON  CONOCIDOSCOmEiNMENTE  COMO  PRESTAMOSCON  G ARANTIA HIPOTECARIA.  SlUSTEDNO 
LIQUIDA  EL  PRESTAMO  ONOCUMPLELASCONDICIONESDEL  PRESTAMO,  EL  PRESTAMISTA  PUEDE 
EJECUTAR  LA  HIPOTECA  Y  VENDER  SU  HOGAR.  LA  CONSTITUCI6N  DISPONE  QUE: 

"(A)  EL  PRESTAMO  DEBE  SER  CREAOO  VOLUNTARIAMENTECON  ELCONSENTIMIENTO  DE 
CADA  UNO  DE  LOS  PROPIETARIOS  DE  SU  HOGAR  V  EL  CONYUGE  DE  CADA  UNO  DE  LOS 
PROPIETARIOS; 

"(B)  EL  MONTO  PRINCIPAL  DEL  PRESTAMO  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  QUE  SE  HACE  EL 
PRESTAMO  no  DEBESUPERAR  UNA  CANTIDAD  QUE,  ALSER  aHadIDA  A  LOSSALDOS  PENDIENTES 
DEL  CAPITAL  DE  TODOS  LOS  OTROS  GRAVAmENES  SOBRE  SU  HOGAR,  SEA  MAYOR  AL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR; 

(C)  EL  PREsTAMO  NODEBERECURRIRALA  RESPONSABtLIDAD  PERSONAL  CONTRA  USTED  Y 
SU  CONYUGE,  a  MENOS  que  USTED  O  SU  C6NYUGE  HAYAN  OBTENIDO  la  EXTENSION  DEL 
CREdITO  MEDIANTE  UN  FRAUDE; 

“(D)  EL  GRAVAMEN  QUE  GARANTIZA  EL  PRESTAMO  PUEDE  SER  EJECUTADO  SOLO  CON  UNA 
ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL; 

"(E)  LAS  TASAS  Y  CARGOS  PARA  HACER  EL  PREsTAMO  NO  PUEDEN  SUPERAR  EL  2  [3]  POR 
CIENTO  D  EL  MONTO  DEL  PRESTAMO.  EXCEPTO  POR  LAS  TASAS  O  CARGOS  POR  UNA  VALORACiON 
IMPOSITIVA  REALIZAOA  POR  UN  TA5ADOR  EXTERNO.  UNA  AGRIMENSURA  DE  LA  PROPIEDAD 

REALIZADA  POR  UN  AGRIMENSOR  REGISTRADO  0  LICENCIADO  EN  EL  ESTADO,  UNA  PRIMA  DE  BASE 

ESTATAL  por  UNA  POLIZA  DE  SEGURO  DE  TfTULO  PARA  HIPOTECA  CON  RESPALDOS,  O  UN 

INFORME  DE  EVALUACION  DE  TITULO; 

"(F)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  SER  UNA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  ABIERTA  QUE  PUEDA  SER 
DEBITADA  OCASIONALMENTE  O  CONFORME  A  LA  CUAL  EL  CREDITO  PUEDA  SER  EXTENDIDO 
OCASIONALMENTE,  A  MENOS  QUE  SEA  UNA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO  CON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARIO; 
"(G)  USTED  PUEDE  PAGAR  EL  PRESTAMO  POR  ANTICIPADO  SIN  PENALIZACION  NI  CARGOS; 
"(H)  NINGUNA  GARANT[A  REAL  ADICIONAL  PUEDE  ACTUAR  COMO  GARANTSA  PARA  EL 
PRESTAMO; 

"(II  (deroaada)  [H^feTAMO  NO  PUEDE  SER  GARANTIZAOO-PQR-UNA  VIVIENDA 

SEA  UTILIZADA  PRINGIPALMENTE  PARA  LA  PRODUCCION  BE  LECHE); 

"(j)  USTED  NO  Tl  EN  E  QUE  IIQUIDAR  EL  PRESTAMO  ANTES  DE  LO  ACORDADO  LIN  ICAMENTE 
PORQUE  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  DiSMINUYA  O  PORQUE  USTED  NO  CUMPLA 
CON  OTRO  PRESTAMO  QUE  NO  ESTA  GARANTIZADO  POR  SU  HOGAR; 

''(K)S6L0  UN  PRESTAMO  DESCRITO  EN  LA  SECCI(5n  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS  PUEDE  SER  GARANTIZADO  CON  SU  HOGAR  EN  CUALQUIER  MOMENTO 
DADO; 

"(L)  EL  PRESTAMO  DEBE  ESTAR  PROGRAMADO  PARA  SER  LIQUIDADO  EN  PAGOS  QUESEAN 
IGUALESAOSUPEREN  LA  CANTIDAD  DE  INTER&  ACUMULADO  EN  CADA  PERfODO  DE  PAGO; 

"(M)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  D(AS  DESPU^S  DE  QUE  USTED 
PRESENTE  UNA  SOLICITUD  DE  PRESTAMO  AL  PRESTAMISTA  O  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  D(AS  DESPUES  DE 
RECIBIR  ESTA  NOTIFICACION,  LO  QUE  OCURRA  mAS  TAROE;  Y  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  SIN  SU 
CONSENTIMIENTO  ANTES  DE  QUE  TRANSCURRA  UN  DIA  HABIL  DESPUES  DE  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE 


P^gfna-7  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000065 


AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000066 


AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000067 


HJ.R.  N=  37 


PROPUESTA  NUMERO  7  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

RESOLUCIDn  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  cAmARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitudonal  con  relaclon  at  poder  iegislativo  para  permitir  que  las 
cooperativas  de  cr^dito  y  otras  instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para 
promover  el  ahorro. 

lA  LEGISUTURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCtC^N  1.  La  Seccibn  47,  Articulo  Itl,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  se  modifica  aftadiendo  la 
Subsecclon  (d'2)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera; 

(d-2)  la  subsecclon  fal  de  esta  secdon  no  )e  prohibe  a  la  leeislatura  autorizar  a  las 

cooperativas  de  crbdito  v  a  otras  instltucJones  fmancleras  Itevar  a  cabo,  conforme  a  los  tbrmlnos  v 

condiciones  impuestos  DOf  lev  general,  actividades  promocionates  para  promover  ei  ahorro  en  las 

cuales  los  premios  son  otorgados  a  uno  o  mas  de  los  rfepositantes  de  las  cooperativas  de  credtto  o 

instituciones  financieras  elesidos  oorsorteo. 

SECC16N  2.  Esta  enmienda  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  elecdon,  la  cual  se  llevarb  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votsr  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicldn:  "La  enmienda  constitudonai 
relacionada  con  el  poder  Iegislativo  para  permitir  que  las  cooperativas  de  credito  y  otras 
instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para  promover  ei  ahorro". 
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automoviles  reconoclda  a  nivc  nadonal  en  un  estadio  de  este  estado  quetenea  una  capaddad 
oermairente  oara  no  menos  dt  7S.0Q0  personas  sentodas: 

131  una  orga  nl?.  idn  anfitrfona  de  un  ev/ento  de  la  Asodacion  de  Golf  Profeslonal;  o 
(4l  cualoutgro^  j  equioo  d&portivo  profesional  definido  par  (a  ley. 

SECCi^N  2.  Esta  enmie  i  da  constltucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  i  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017,  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar .  favor  o  en  contra  de  !a  proposicidn :  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
sobre  las  fundaclones  ben^flca:  de  equipos  deportlvos  profesionales  que  rea  lizan  rifas  caritativas". 

PROPUESTA  WOMERO  6  DELE  TADO  OETEXAS  SJ.R.  NS  1 

R  ^OLUaONCONiUNTADELSENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  con  dtuclonal  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exencidn  del 
Jmpuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totr.  .dad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  resldencia  principal  del 
cdnyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  a  ■  ^nte  de  primera  Intervenclon  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte 
en  acto  de  servicio". 


LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  E:  'ADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECC[6n  1.  La  Secctdn  ■  b,  Artfculo  Vlll,  de  la  Constituclon  deTexas,  se  modiftca  afiadlendo 
las  Subsecclones  (o)  y  |p)  para  .  ?erse  de  la  slguiente  manera: 

(q)  La  iegislatura.  por  .^v  general,  ouede  dlsooner  nue  el  cdnvuge  sobrevivlente  de  un 
agents  de  orimera  intervencic  ■  juien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servldo  tiene 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencidf  del  imouesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalldad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 

mercado  de  la  resldencia  prin.  »:ja1  del  convuee  sobrevivlente.  mlentras  este  no  se  haya  vue[to_a 
casar  desde  la  muerte  del  age^  a  de  onmera  intervenclon.  La  leelslatura,  por  lev  genera),  puede 
definir  "agente  de  primera  InU  vencidn"  para  los  oropositos  de  esta  subsecclon  y  puede  prescribir 
reoulsitos  de  elegibllldad  adic  nales  oara  recibir  la  exencfon  autorizsda  en  esta  subseccioiL 

(p1  La  legislatura.  oor  v  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  cdnvuee  sobrevivlente.  que 
callftca  para  recibir  v  recibe  ur  -  exencidn  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subsecclon  lo)  de  esta  S6cd6n  v  que 
Dosteriormente  califica  una  ort  )iedad  distinta  como  su  resldencia  principal,  tiene  derecho  a  recibir 
una  exencidn  del  imouesto  ad  alorem  de  la  resldencia  callficada  posterlormente  en  un  monto 
eouivalente  al  valor  en  ddlare^  de  la  exencion  del  irnpuesto  ad  valorem  deja  primera  resldencia 
pof  la  QUe  se  reclbio  la  exendo  '  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subsecclon  fo)deestaseccl6n  enelultimo  aff  o 
en  que  el  c6nvuge  sobrevlvlen*  i*  recibid  la  exencion  conforme  a  esa  subsecclon  para  esa  resldencia 
mlentras  este  no  se  hava  vuel‘  >  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del  aeente  de  primera  intefvenci^b.rL 


SECCION  2.  La  siguiem  disposicion  temporal  es  anadlda  a  ia  Constituclon  de  Texas: 
DISPOSIC16n  TEMPO!  .L.  fa>  Esta  dlsoosicidn  temporal  se  aplica  a  la  enmienda 
constitucional  oropuesta  por '  i  85^  Sesidn  Legislativa.  Sesion  Regiilar,_2017.  oue  autoriza  a  la 
legislaturaaofrecerurta  exenr  tin  del  imouesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totaiidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  la  resldencia  p  incioal  del  cbnvuee  sobrevivlente  de  un  aeente  de  primera 
intervencibn  quien  es  matado  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servldo. 

fbl  lasSecclones  1-bft  v  fol.  Artfculo  VIII.  de  esta  cortstituclon  entran  en  efecto  el  1  de 
enero  de  2018  v  se  aolican  so'  a  un  aho  tributario  oue  comlence  en  o  despues  de  esa  fecha. 
fcl  Esta  disposicfor^  te  ooral  caduca  el  1  de  enero  de  2019. 

SECCI6n  3.  Esta  enmie  ida  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  (levaf<  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017,  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permit! r  votar  -<  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicidn :  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a '  ^recer  una  exencidn  del  irnpuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totaiidad  o  de 
parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  'a  resldencia  principal  del  cdnyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  agente  de 
primera  Intervencidn  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  actode  servicio". 
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(2^  prescribir  un  oertodo  razonable,  de  no  mas  de  45  dfas  desouds  de  la  dlsposicton 
de  es3  notificadon,  durante  el  cual  el  tribunal  no  puede  dictaminar  gue  rficha  lev  es 

mconstitucional. 


SECCION  2.  La  siguiente  disposicion  temporal  es  anadida  a  la  Constituclon  de  Texas: 
OISPOSICI6n  temporal.  <a)  Esta  diSDosicion  temporal  se  aplica  con  respecto  a  la 

enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  por  la  85^  Sesion  Leelslatii^a.  Sesion  Regular,  2017.  oue 

autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  reguerlr  gue  un  tribunal  notifioue  al  fiscal  general  de  una  Impugnacion 

de  ia  constituclonalldad  de  una  lev  estatal  v  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  Imponer  un  perfodo  de 

espera,  no  mayor  de  45  dias,  antes  de  gue  el  tribunal  pueda  dictamlnar  gue  la  lev  estatal  es 

inconstltuctonal. 

fbl  La  Secclon  402.010  del  CddlEO  de  Gobiemo.  segun  lo  aereeado  en  el  Capi'tulo  808  fH.B. 

(Provecto  de  lev  de  la  Camara  de  Reoresentantes)  242Sh  Icves  de  la  82S  Sesldn  Leeislativa .  Sesion 

Regular.  2Q11.  v  modificada  en  el  Capftulo  1162  IS.  B.  fProvecto  de  Lev  Senatorial)  3921  v  el  Ca  pitulo 

1276  (H.8.  14351.  Leves  de  la  838  Sesion  L&gislativa.  Sesion  ReeularT  2013.  se  valida  v  se  hace 

efectiva  con  la  aprobacldn  de  la  eomlertria  constitucional  descrita  ep  la  Subseccion  la>  de  esta 

disposicion  temporal  v  se  aplica  s6lo  a  una  petictop,  mocldn  u  otro  escrito  oresentado  a  partirdel  1 

de  enero  de  2018. 

(cl  Esta  disposicion  temporal  caduca  el  2  de  enero  de  2018. 

SECCi6n  B.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presen tada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleeddn,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicldn:  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
que  autoriza  a  la  legislature  a  requerir  que  un  tribunal  notifique  al  fiscal  general  de  una 
impugnadon  de  la  constitucionalldad  de  una  ley  estatal  y  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  Imponer  on 
perfodo  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictamlnar  que  la  ley  estatal  eslnconstitucional". 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  5  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  HJ.R.  Nfi  100 

RE50LUCI6n  CONJUNTA  de  la  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucional  sobre  las  fundaciones  beneficas  de  equipos  deportivos 
profesionales  que  reailzan  rifas  carltativas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCI6n  1.  La  Seccion  47(d>l),  Articulo  111,  de  la  Constituclon  de  Texas,  se  modifica  para 
leerse  de  la  siguiente  manerar 

(d-l)  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  permrtirle  a  la  fundaddn  benefice  de  un  equipo 
deportivo  profesionai  realizar  rifas  carltativas  conforme  a  los  terminos  y  condiciones  impuestos 
por  ley  general,  la  ley  puede  autorizar  a  la  fundacion  bendfica  a  pagar,  con  los  ingresos 
provenlentes  de  las  rifas,  gastos  administrativos,  de  publlcldad  y  de  promocion  que  sean 
razonables.  Una  ley  sancionada  conforme  a  esta  subseccidn  se  aplica  [puede-apikorso]  sdio  a  una 
entidad  {que^ea]  definida  como  la  fundacldin  benefica  de  un  equipo  deportivo  profesionai  de 
acuerdo  con  esa  lev  [at  1  do  cnoro  do-2016,]  y  solo  puede  permitir  que  las  rifas  carltativas  sean 
realizadas  en  partidos  organizados  en  el  estadio  local  del  equipo  deportivo  profesionai  asociado  a 
la  fundacion  benefica  de  ese  equipo  deportivo  profesionai.  En  esta  subseccidn,  un  ^^eoutoo 
deportivo  profesionar  slgniflca; 

fl)  un  eouipo  oreanizado  en  este  estado  aue  es  mlembro  de  la  Lisa  Mayor  de 
Belsbol.  ia  Asoclacldn  Nacional  de  Baloncesto.  ia  Lisa  Macional  de  Hockey,  la  Lisa  Nacional  ds 

Futbol  Americano,  las  Lleas  Mavorcs  de  Futbol,  la  liga  Estadounidense  de  Kockev.  la  Lisa  de 

Hockey  de  la  Costa  Este.  la  Asoclacldn  Estadounidense  de  Belsbol  Profesionai  Indeoendiente.  la 

llaa  de  Belsbol  Profesionai  del  Atlantico.  ias  Ligas  Menores  de  B^isboL  la  Liga  de  Oesarrollo  de  ia 

Asociacion  Nacional  de  Saloncesto,  la  LIga  Nacional  de  Futbol  Profesionai  Femenlno.  la  Llga  Mayor 

de  Futbol  Rapldo,  la  Liga  de  Futbol  Unida  o  la  Asociacidn  Nacional  de  Babneesto  Femenino: 

121  una  persona  oue  organlza  una  carrera  de  autos  autorlzada  por  ia  Asociacion 
Nacional  de  Carreras  de  Automoviles  de  Serie  f NASCARl.  IN  DYCar  u  otra  asoclacldn  de  carreras  de 
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adoDtada  por  los  votantes  v  c;.  iuca  el  1  de  enero  de  2019. 


2ECO<jN3.  EstaenmiC'  daconstftucionalpropuastadebeserpresentadaa  losvotantssen 
una  elecdon,  la  cual  se  llevar^  .1  cabo  et  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boieta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitlr  votar  'avor  0  en  contra  de  la  proposiddn^  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
para  establecer  una  cantidad  ienor  para  (os  gastos  qua  se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatarlo  y 
elimmar  dertas  limltaciones  <.-e  gastos  de  finandamiento  para  un  prestamo  con  garantia 
hipotecaria,  establecer  derto;.  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un  prestamo  con  garantla 
hipotecaria,  cambiar  ciertas  0  'ciones  para  el  refinandamiento  de  los  prestamos  con  garant/a 
hipotecaria,  cambiar  el  umbra!  ,jara  un  anticlpo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  y 
otorgar  pr4stamos  con  garant*  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas  agricolas". 

PROPUESTANOmEROB  DElt  TADO  DETEXAS  SJ.R,  NS34 

R'  SOLUCi^N  CONJUNTA  DElSENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  co.  tituctonal  que  llmite  ei  servido  de  clertos  funcionanos  publicos 
despues  del  vencimiento  del  n  indato  de  la  persona. 

lALEGISLATURA  DEL  E  .iTADO  DETEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCI6N 1.  La  Secdon  *  />  Articulo  XVI,  de  la  Constitucion  deTexas,  se  modifica  para  leerse 
de  la  sigulente  manera: 

Secdon  17.  fa)  Aexce.  i6n  de  lo  establecldo  en  la  Subsecdon  (b^  de  esta  seccidn.  todos 
[Tedos]  los  funcionanos  ^  [d  este  estado  deben  continuar  cumpitendo  los  deberes  de  su 
cargo  hasta  que  sus  sucesores  ean  debidamente  callficados. 

fb)  Oespu^s  del  vend'  'iento  del  mandato  de  un  cargo  deslRoado  cue  es  ocuoado  oor 
nombramlento  del  Gobernado-  con  el  conseio  v  conscntlmlento  del  Senado  v  oue  no  sea  un  cargo 
oor  el  que  el  fundonario  rect  ia  un  sueldo.  el  oertodo  durante  el  cual  el  funcionarlo  debera 

continuar  cumpliendo  los  deij^rres  de  su  cargo  conforme  a  la  Subsecdon  de  esta  secdon 
terminal^  el  Ultimo  dfa  de  la  t  imera  Sesion  Regular  de  la  Legislatura  oue  emoiece  desoues  del 

vencimiento  del  mandate. 


SECCldN  2.  Esta  enmie-  sda  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccidn,  la  cual  se  llevarii  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boieta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitlr  votar ..  favor  0  en  contra  de  la  proposiddn:  "La  enmienda  constitudonal 
que  iimite  el  servido  de  derto:  funcionarlos  publicos  nombitidos  porel  gobemadory  confirmados 
por  el  senado  despuds  delver-.  imiento  del  mandato  de  fa  persona". 

PROPUESTA  NOMERO  4  DEL  t  >TADO  DETEXAS  S.J.R.  N9  6 

SOLUCI6N  CONJUNTA  DELSENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  coi.- titudonal  que  autorfza  a  la  legislatura  a  requerlrque  un  tribunal 
notifique  al  fiscal  general  de  ui  a  Impugnadon  de  la  constitudonalidad  de  una  ley  estatal  y  autoriza 
a  la  legislatura  a  imponer  un  p^.riado  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminar  que  la 
ley  estatal  es  Inconstitudonal. 

LA  legislatura  DEL  E  TADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCi6N  1.  El  Artfculo  V,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  a  hadiendo  la  Secdon  32 
para  leerse  de  la  sigulente  mauera: 

Secetdn  32.  Sin  nerluLiO  de  la  Secdon  1.  Articulo  II.  de  esta  constitucion.  ta  legislatura 

Duede: 

reaugrirau  un  tribunal  en  el  oue  una  oarte  Iftigante  oresenta  una  oetldon.  una 
mocidn  u  otro  escrito  oue  imt  Jgna  la  constitudonalidad  de  una  lev  de  este  estado  notlfioue  al 

fiscal  general  de  dicha  impugn  don  si  la  oarte  oue  niantea  fa  imougnadon  notlfica  ai  tribunal  oue 
est^  impUBnando  la  constitud  -nalldad  de  tal  lev:  v 
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CLIALQUJER  MOMENTO  EL  80  ISO]  FOR  CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  OESUHOGAR, 
SEGUN  10  DETERMINADO  EN  LA  FECHA  £N  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  LA  tfWEA  DE  CRdOtTO,  USTED  NO 
PODRAcOKTINUARSOLIC!TANDO  ANTICIPOS CONFORME ALA  ifNEA  DECR^DITO  HASTAQUE  EL 
SALDO  PENDIENTE  SEA  MENOR  Al^  ISO]  POR  CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JLfSTO  DE  MERCADO;  Y 

"(7}  EL  PRESTAMiSTA  NO  PUEDE  MODIFICAR  UNIWTERALMENTE  LOS  T^RMINOS  DE  lA 
LINEA  DE  CRiDITO. 

"ESTA  NOTIFlCAClON  ES  SOlO  UN  RESUMEN  DE  SUS  DERECHOS  CONFORME  A  lA 
C0NSTITUCI6n  DE  TEXAS.  SUS  DERECHOS  SE  RIGEN  POR  LA  S£CCI6N  50,  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCIOn  DE  TEXAS,  Y  NO  POR  ESTA  NOTIFICACI^N". 

SI  las  discuslones  con  el  prestatarlo  son  llevadas  a  cabo  prrncipalmente  an  un  idioma  que 
no  sea  cl  ingles,  el  prestamista  debe,  antes  del  cierrc,  proporcionar  una  copia  adicronal  de  la 
notiflcacidn  tradudda  por  escrito  a!  idioma  en  el  quc  fueron  llevadas  a  cabo  las  discuslones. 

(t]  Una  linea de crddito  con  respaldo hipotecario  es  un tlpo  de linea  decredito abierta que 
puede  ser  debitada  ocasionalmente,  conforme  a  la  cual  e(  credito  puede  ser  extendido 
ocasionaimente  y  conforme  a  la  cual: 

(1)  el  propietario  solicUa  anticipos,  reembolsa  dinero  y  vuelve  a  tomar  dinero 

prestado: 

(2)  cualquierddbito  o  anticipo  simple  es  mayor  que  $4,000; 

(3)  el  propietario  no  utillza  una  tarjeta  de  credito,  una  tarjeta  de  debito  o  un 
recurso  similar,  o  un  cheque  preimpreso  que  no  haya  sido  solidtado  por  el  prestatario,  para 
obtener  un  anticipo; 

{4)  cualquier  tasa  descrita  en  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)(E]  de  esta  seccion  es  cargada  y 
cobrada  solo  en  el  momento  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  y  no  se  carga  ni  se  cobra 
ninguna  tasa  en  conexidn  con  cualquier  debito  o  anticipo; 

(5)  la  cantidad  principal  maxima  que  puede  ser  extendida  conforme  a  la  linea  de 
credito,  al  ser  anadida  a  la  suma  total  de  los  saldos  pendientes  del  capital  detodas  las  deudas 
garantizadas  por  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extensidn  del  credito,  no  supera 
una  cantidad  descrita  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)(B)  de  esta  seccldn; 

(6)  fderogada)  [no  so  hoc&-ningun-debrt-o-o-ant4e4pg-adi€lonjl  si  ol  saldo  pendionte 
totel-clekapital-supefa-una-€antidod-«HJlvalonto  al  50  porcionto  dei-valor  justo  do-morcado  do  la 

proplodod-5cgun"l(>-d6t-efn>lf>ado-en-to-feehe-6n-quG  so  ostableco  la  Itnoo  do  croditol; 

(7)  el  prestamista  o  titular  no  puede  modificar  unllateralmente  la  extension  del 

credito;  y 

(8)  la  liquidadon  debe  ser  hecha  en  cuotas  perlodicas  regulates,  con  una  frecuencia 
no  mayor  que  cada  14  dias  y  no  menor  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  mas  de  dos  meses  despu4s 
de  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  cr4dito,  y: 

(A)  durante  el  perlodoenqueel  propietario  puede  solidtarantlctpos,  cada 
cuota  equivaie  a  o  supera  la  cantidad  de  interes  acumulado;  y 

(B)  luego  del  pertodo  en  que  el  propietario  puede  solicitar  anticipos,  (as 
cuotas  son  sustancialmente  Iguales. 

5ECC|6n  2.  La  siguiente  disposicion  temporal  es  ahadida  a  la  Constitucion  de  Texas: 
DISPOSICI6n  TEMPORAL,  fa)  Esta  disoosiclbn  temporal  se  aolica  a  la  enmienda 

constituclonal  propuesta  por  la  85^  Sesron  Legislativa,  Seslon  Regular.  2Q17.  para  establecer  una 

cantidad  menor  oara  los  gastos  que  se  pueden  eobrar  a  un  orestatario  v  eliminar  ciertas 

limitaciones  de  gastos  definanciamiento  para  un  prestamo  con  garantfa  hfootecaria.  establecer 

ciertosprestamistas  autorizadosoara  hacerun  ordstamocon  garantiahipotecaria^cambiarciertas 

ODciones  para  el  refinanctamlento  de  losordstamoscon  carantta  hiootecaria.  camblarel  umbral 

para  un  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con  resoaido  hlDPtecarlo  votorgar  pr4stamos  con  earantia 

hiootecaria  sobra  las  eranlas  agrfcolas. 

fb)  la  enmienda  constituclonal  entra  en  efecto  el  1  de  enero  de  2018. 

(c)  Los  cambios  a  las  leves  hechos  Por  la  enmienda  constituclonal  se  aplican  solo  a  un 

or^stamo  con  garantia  hlpotecaria  realizado  a  partir  de  la  fecha  de  vigencla  de  la  enmienda 

constituclonal  v  a  u  n  presta  mo  con  Rarantia  hiootecaria  existente  oue  sea  refinanciado  a  partir  de 

la  fecha  de  vigencia  de  la  enmienda  constituclonal. 

Id)  Esta  disposicion  temporal  entra  en  efecto  cuando  la  enmienda  constiuicional  es 
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USTED  RECIBE  UNA  CQPIA  DE  ,  \  50LICITUD  DE  PR^STAMO,  SI  NO  LE  HASiDO  PROPORCIONADA 
ANTERIORMENTE,  Y  UNA  DIVl  „GACK5N  FINAL  DETALLADA  DE  LAS  TASAS,  PUNTOS,  1NTERE5ES, 
COSTOS  Y  CARGOS  REALES  QL  SERAN  COBRADOS  EN  EL  CIERRE;  Y  SI  SU  H06AR  ACTU6  COMO 
GARANTfA  PARA  EL  MISM01,  0  DE  PR^TAMO  EN  EL  ULTIMO  AflO,  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  UN 
NUEVO  PRfcTAMO  GARANTIE  00  POR  LA  MISMA  PROPIEDAD  ANTES  DE  OUE  HAVA  PASADO  UN 
ANO  DESDE  LA  FECHA  DE  CIER  -E  DELOTRO  PRfcTAMO,  A  M  ENOS  QUE  USTED  HAYASOLICITADO 
8AJ0  JURAMENTO  UN  CIERRE  INTERIOR  DEBIDO  A  UN  ESTADO  DE  EMERGENCIA  DECLARADO; 

"(N)  EL  PRfeTAMO  SC  0  PUEDE  CERRASE  EN  LA  OFICINA  DEL  PRESTAMISTA,  UNA 
COMPAfifA  DE  TfTULOS  DE  PR  'PIEDAD  O  EL  ESTUDIO  DE  UN  ABOGADO; 

"(O)  EL  PRESTAMISTA  UEDE  COBRAR  CUALQUIER  TASA  DE  INTERES  FIJA  0  VARIABLE 
AUTORIZADA  POR  LA  LEY; 

"(P)SElLO  UN  PRESTA  vlISTA  AUTORIZADO  LEGALMENTE  PUEDE  HACER  PRESTAMOS 
DESCRITOS  EN  LASECC|6N  SC  0(6),  ARTfCULOXVI,  DE  LAC0NSTITUC|6N  DE  TEXAS; 

''(Q)LOS  PRESTAMOS  OESCRITOS  EN  LA  SECCI6N  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS: 

"(1)  NO  DEBEN  REOUE  ROUE  USTED  APLIQUE  LOS  INGRESOSAOTRA  DEUDA,  EXCEPTO 
aUE  SEA  UNA  DEUDA  QUE  STE  GARANTIZADA  POR  SU  H06AR  O  UNA  DEUDA  A  OTRO 
PRESTAMISTA; 

"(2)  NO  DEBEN  REQUE '  iR  QUE  USTED  ASI6NE  SALARIOS  COMO  GARANTfA; 

"(3)  NO  DEBEN  REQU,  ,’[R  QUE  USTED  FIRME  D0CUMENT05  QUE  TENGAN  ESPACIOS 
VACfOS  PARA  RELLENAR  RELA'  ,0NA00S  CON  TERMINOS  SUSTANCIALES  DEL  ACUERDO; 

"(4)  NO  DEBEN  REQUEt  R  QUE  USTED  FIRME  UNADECLARAClfiN  JURADADEADMISIOn  DE 
DEUDA  0  PODER  NOTARIAL  A  'TRA  PERSON  A  PARA  ADM  ITIR  SU  DEUDA  O  COMPARECER  EN  UN 
PROCEDIMIENTO  LEGAL  EN  SL  NOMBRE; 

"(5)  DEBEN  DISPONEB  QUE  USTED  RECIBA  UNA  COPIA  DE  LA  SOLICITUD  FINAL  DE 
PREsTAMO  Y  DE  TODOS  LOS  L  ^  LCUMENTOS  FIRMADOS  QUE  USTED  FIRME  EN  EL  CIERRE; 

"(6)  DEBEN  DISPONERL  JE  LOS  DOCUMENTOSDE  GARANTfA  CONTENGAN  UNACLAUSULA 
DE  DIVULGACldN  QUE  ESTAP:  EZCA  QUE  ESTE  PRESTAMO  ES  UN  PRESTAMO  DEFINIDO  EN  LA 
SECCION  S0(a)(6),  ARTICULO !  >  I,  DE  LA  C0NSTITUC|6N  DE  TEXAS; 

"(7)  DEBEN  DISPONER  'UE  CUANDO  EL  PREsTAMO  SEA  PAGADO  EN  SU  TOTALIDAO,  EL 
PRESTAMISTA  FIRMARA  Y  LE  ARA  UNA  LIBERACI6N  DE  GRAVAMEN  O  UNA  ASIGNACION  DEL 
GRAVAMEN,  SEGUN  SEA  APRi  'lADO; 

"(S)  DEBEN  DISPON  ER !  JE  USTED  PUEDA  RESCINDIR  EL  PRESTAMO  DENTRO  DE  LOS  3  DfAS 
POSTERIORES  Al  CIERRE,  SIN  L  NALIZAC|6n  NI  CARGOS; 

"(9)  DEBEN  DISPONER  lUE  USTED  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RECONOZCAN  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE 
MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  L ,  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  CIERRA  EL  PRESTAMO;  Y 

"(10)  DEBEN  DISPONE!  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RENUNCIARA  A  TODOS  LOS  CAPITALES  E 
INTERESES  SI  NO  CUMPLE  SU  .  OBLIGACIONES,  A  MENOS  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  SUBSANE  SU 
INCUMPLIMIENTO  SEGUn  LO  I  STABLECIDO  EN  LASECC|6n  50(a)(6)(Q)lx|,  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCIOn  DE  TEXAS;  Y 

“(R)  SI  EL  PRESTAMO  E^  UNA  ifNEA  DE  CREdiTO  CON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARIO: 

"(1)  USTED  PUEDE  SO  iCITAR  ANTICIPOS,  REEMBOLSAR  DINERO  Y  VOLVER  A  TOMAR 
DINERO  PRESTADO  CONFORM  ala  LfNEA  OE  CREDITO; 

“(2)CADA  ANTIClPO  (  JNFORME  A  LA  LfNEA  OE  CREDITO  DEBE  REALIZARSE  POR  UN 
MONTO  DE  AL  M  ENOS  $4,000 

"(3)  USTED  NO  PUEDE  L  '  ILIZAR  UNATARJETA  DE  CREDITO,  TARJETA  DE  DEBITO  0  RECURSO 
SIMILAR,  0  UN  CHEQUE  PREIM.  --RESO  QUE  NO  SOLICITCI,  PARA  OBTENER  ANTICIPOS  CONFORME  A 
LA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO; 

"(4)  CUALQUIER  TASA  CUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  COBRE  PODRA  SER  CARGADA  Y  COBRADA 
S(5l0  EN  EL  MOM  ENTO  EN  QU  SE  ESTABLECE  LA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  NO  PUEDE 
COBRAR  UNA  TASA  EN  CONEp!  JN  CON  NINGON  ANTICjPO; 

"(5)  LA  CANTIOAD  PRIi-  CIPAL  MAXIMA  QUE  PUEDE  SER  EXTENDIOA,  AL  SER  ANAOIDA  A 
TODAS  LAS  OTRAS  DEUDAS  CARANTIZADAS  POR  SU  HOGAR,  NO  PUEDE  SUPERAR  EL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  vlERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  LA 
LfNEA  DE  CR$DiTO; 

"(6)  SI  EL  S  ALDO  PENDti  NTE  DEL  CAPITAL  CON  FORME  A  LA  LfN  EA  DE  CREDITO  SUPERA  EN 
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PRgSTAMO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA". 

ff-11  Un  gravamen  oue  garantiza  el  refinanclamiento  de  una  deuda  conforms  a  la 

Subseccion  If)f21  de  esta  seccion  es  considerado  un  gravamen  doscrito  en  la  Suhseccidn  (alUl  de 

esta  secdon.  Una  declaracion  iurada  ftrmada  por  el  propietarro  o  el  cbnvuee  del  Dfopietario  en  la 

oue  reeonoce  oue  se  ban  cumolldo  los  reouisitos  de  la  Subseccion  ff)l2)dee5ta  seccion  establece 

concluventemente  gue  se  ban  cumglido  Ids  reguisitos  de  la  Subseccion  fallAl  de  esta  seccion. 

(g)  Una  extension  del  credito  descfita  en  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)  de  esta  seccion  puede  ser 
garantizada  porun  gravamen  valido  sobre  la  vivianda  si  la  extension  del  credito  no  se  cierra  antes 
del  dia  12  despues  de  que  el  prestamista  le  proporcione  al  propietarlo  la  siguiente  notificacldn 
escrita  en  un  documento  separado: 

"notificackSn  relacionada  con  las  extensiones  del  credito  definidas  en  la 

SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS: 

“LA  5ECCI6n  50|a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUC|6n  DE  TEXAS  PERMITE  QUE 
CIERTOS  PRiSTAMOS  SEAN  GARANTIZADOS  POR  tA  HiPOTECA  DE  SU  HOG AR.  ESOS  PRgSTAMOS 
SON  CONOCIDOS  COMifiNMENTE  COMO  PRESTAMOS  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  SI  U5TED  NO 
LIQUIDA  EL  PRfcTAMO  0  NO  CUMPLE  LAS  CONDiCtONES  DEL  PRfcTAMO,  EL  PRESTAMISTA  PUEDE 
EJECUTAR  LA  HiPOTECA  Y  VENDER  SU  HOGAR.  LA  CONSTITUCION  DISPONE  QUE: 

"(A)  EL  PRESTAMO  OEBE  SER  CREADO  VOLUNTARIAMENTE  CON  EL  CONSENTIMIENTO  DE 
CADA  UNO  DE  LOS  PROPIETARIOS  DE  SU  HOGAR  Y  EL  CONYUGE  OE  CADA  UNO  DE  LOS 
PROPIETARIOS; 

"(B)  EL  MONTO  PRINCIPAL  DEL  PRESTAMO  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  QUE  SE  HACE  EL 
PRESTAMO  NODEBESUPERARUNA  CANTIDAD  QUE,  AL  SER  AN  ADIDA  A  LOS  SAIOOS  PENDIENTES 
DEL  CAPITAL  DE  TODOS  LOS  OTROS  GRAVAMENES  SOBRE  SU  HOGAR,  SEA  MAYOR  AL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DESU  HOGAR; 

(C)  El  PrEsTAMO  NO  DEBE  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL  CONTRA  USTED  Y 

SU  cOnyuge,  a  menos  que  USTED  0  SU  cOnyuge  hayan  obtenido  la  extension  del 

CREOITO  MEDIANTE  UN  FRAUDE; 

"(D)  EL  gravamen  QUE  GARANTIZA  EL  PRESTAMO  PUEDESER  EJECUTADO  SOLO  CON  UNA 
ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL; 

“(E)  LAS  TA5AS  Y  CARGOS  PARA  HACER  EL  PREsTAMO  NO  PUEDEN  SUPERAR  EL  2  [3]  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  MONTO  DEL  PREsTAMO.  EXCEPTO  POR  LAS  TASAS  O  CARGOS  FOR  UN  A  VALORACION 
IMPOSITiVA  REALIZADA  POR  UN  TASADOR  EXTERNO.  UNA  AGRIMENSURA  DE  LA  PROPIEDAD 

REAUZADA  POR  U  N  A6RIM  ENSOR  REGISTRADO  O  LICENCIADD  EN  EL  ESTAOO,  UN  A  PRIM  A  DE  BASE 

ESTATAL  POR  UNA  POLIZA  DE  SEGURO  DE  TfTULO  PARA  HIPOTECA  CON  RESPALOOS,  0  UN 

INFORME  DE  EVALUACIpN  DE  TfTULO: 

"(F)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  SER  UNA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO  ABIERTA  QUE  PUEDA  SER 
OEBITADA  OCASIONALMENTE  O  CONFORME  A  LA  CUAL  EL  CREDITO  PUEDA  SER  EXTENDIDO 
OCASIONALMENTE,  A  MENOS  QUE  SEA  UNA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO  CON  RESPAIDO  HIPOTECARIO; 
"(Q)  USTED  PUEDE  PAG  AR  EL  PRESTAMO  POR  ANTICIPADO  SIN  PENALIZACIOn  Ni  CARGOS; 
"(H)  NINGUNA  GARANTfA  REAL  ADICIONAL  PUEDE  AaUAR  COMO  GARANTfA  PARA  EL 
PRESTAMO; 

DESIGNADA  PARA  USO  AGRfCOLA  A  LA  FECHA  BE  CIERRE,  A  MENOS  QUE-LA-VIVI6WPA  AGRfCOLA 

SEA  UTILIZAOA  PSINCIPALMENTE-PARA-LA-PRODUCCIOH  DE  LECHE); 

"(J)  USTED  NO  TIENE  QUE  LIQUIDAR  EL  PRESTAMO  ANTES  DE  10  ACORDADO  ONICAM  ENTE 
PORQUE  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DESU  HOGAR  DISMINUYAO  PORQUE  USTED  NO  CUMPLA 
CON  OTRO  PRESTAMO  QUE  NO  ESTA  GARANTIZADO  POR  SU  HOGAR; 

''(K)S(5L0  UN  PRESTAMO  DESCRITO  en  U  SECCldN  S0(a|(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  lA 
CONSTITUCldN  OE  TEXAS  PUEDE  SER  GARANTIZADO  CON  SU  HOG  AR  EN  CUALQUIER  MOMENTO 
DADO; 

"(L)  EL  PRESTAMO  OEBE  ESTAR  PROGRAMAOO  PARA  SER  LIQUIDADO  EN  PAGOS  QUE  SEAN 
IGUALES  A  0  SUPEREN  LA  CANTIDAD  DE  INTERES  ACUMULADO  EN  CADA  PERfODO  DE  PAGO; 

"(M)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DfAS  DESPUES  DE  QUE  USTED 
PRESENTE  UNA  SOLICITUD  DE  PRESTAMO  AL  PRESTAMISTA  O  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DfAS  DESPUES  DE 
RECI8IR  ESTA  NOTIFICACIGN,  LO  QUE  OCURRA  mAS  TARDE;  Y  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  SIN  SU 
CONSENTIMIENTO  ANTES  DE  QUE  TRANSCURRA  UN  OfA  hABIL  DESPUES  DE  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE 


P^gina  -7  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000074 


pfopietarios  y  cada  uno  de  ios  conyuges  que  Inkialmente  no  io  habian  hecho,  den  su 
consentimiento; 

(7)  una  hipotet  ;i  inversa;  0 

(8)  !a  convers'  n  y  el  refinanciamlento  de  un  gravamen  de  blenes  muebles 
garantijado  por  una  casa  p:\2fabricada  a  un  gravamen  de  bienes  Inmuebles^  incluldo  el 
refinanciamiento  del  preclo  d^;  compra  de  la  casa  prefebricada,  el  costo  de  instaladdn  de  la  casa 
prefabricada  en  el  blen  inmut  ie  y  el  reflnandamrento  del  precio  de  compra  del  bien  inmuebie. 

(f)  El  refinanctamiento  Je  una  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda,  de  la  cual  cualquier  parte 
es  una  extension  del  credito  lescrita  en  la  Subseccidn  (a)(6)  de  esta  seccion,  no  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  ilido  sobre  la  vivienda  a  menos  que  ocurra  uno  de  los  sigulentes: 

11)  el  reflnanci^mlento  de  la  deuda  sea  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la 
Subseccibn  (a)(6)  0  (a](7)  de  e.^3  secdoni^ 

12)  se  cumolan  rodas  las  condlciones  sigulentes: 

(A1  elrt  :nanciamiento  no  se  cierra  antes  del  printer  aniversario  de  fa  fecha 
de  cierre  de  la  extension  del  c  ;dlto: 

f  B)  la  e^.'^ensidn  de  credito  refinanciada  no  incluvc  el  antlcipo  de  cualouier 
fondo  adiclonal  dlstlnto  de: 

i  1  fondos  anticipados  para  refinartciar  una  deuda  descrita  en  (as 
Subsecdones  lal(l)  a  fa)f7)  de  sta  seccidn;  o 

I  )  fos  costos  V  reservas  reales  reoueridos  oor  el  orestamista  para 

refinanciarla  deuda: 

(C)  el  rc  nanciamiento  de  la  extension  del  credito  corresponde  a  un  monto 
principal  cue,  al  seranadido  a  1  suma  total  de  los  saldos  pendlentes  del  capital  de  todas  las  otras 
deudas  garantlzadas  oor  emb.  .los  validos  sobre  la  propiedad,  no  suoera  el  80  porciento  del  valor 
lusto  de  mercado  de  la  vivienc  en  la  fecha  en  la  aue  se  realiza  el  reflnanciamiento  de  la  extension 
de  credito;  v 

f D)  el  p  •  ^stamlsta  ie  oropordona  al  oropietario  el  slauiente  aviso  escrlto  en 
ur>  documento  seoarado  en  u  ■  olazo  no  mayor  del  tercer  dia  hibll  posterior  a  la  fecha  en  que_el 
oropietario  le  presenta  la  solicit  ud  de  prestamoal  prestamista  val  menos  l^diasantes  dela  fecha 
en  oue  se  cierra  el  refinancian  ento  de  la  extensibn  del  credito* 

"FI.  PRl^STAMO  gXISTi  f-ITE  QUE  UHTFP  DESEA  REFINANCIAR  ES  UN  PR^TAMO  CON 
nARAMTfAHIPOTECARIA.  UST  OPUEDETENERLAOPCl6NDEREFINAMaARSU  PRESTAMO  CON 
G  ARANTfA  HIPOTECARI A  YA  Si  \  COMO  UN  PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  O  COMO  UN 

PRESTAMO  .SIN  GARANTfA  Hll- ■  ITECARIA.  SI  AS{  SE  10  OFRECE  SU  PRESTAMISTA. 

"IPS  PRfeTAMOS  COF  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  POSEEN  IMPQRTANTES  PROTECCIONES 
PAR  A  EL  CONSIIMIDOR.  UN  PI  .STAMISTA  s6LO  PUEDE  EJECUTAR  UN  PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 

HIPOTECARIA  BASANDOSE  EN  ilNA  QRDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL.  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANT(A 

HIPOTECARIA  NO  DEBE  TENER  .  'OSI BILIDAD  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILI  DAD  PERSONALCONTRA 

ilstfpysucOnyuge. 

"SIHASOLICITADOREI  -  .lANCIAR  SU  PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  EXiSTEMTE 
COMO  UN  PRgSTAMO  SIN  v. ARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  PERDERA  CIERTAS  PROTECCIONES  AL 
CONSUMIDOR.  UN  PRfeTANl'  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  REFINANCIADO: 

"(11  LE  PERMl  'iRA  AL  PRESTAMISTA  BECUTARLO  SIN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN 

TRIBUNAL: 

"(21  TENDRA  r OSIBILIDAD  DE  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL 
CONTRA  USTED  Y  SU  CONYUGL:  Y 

"(31  TAMBigN  (  lEDE  I NCLUIR OTROS  T^RMINOS  0  CONDICIONES  QUE  PUEDEN  NO 
ESTAR  PERMITIDOS  EN  UN  PRi  STAMP  TRADICIONAL  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA. 

"ANTES  DE  REFINANCIAR  .SU  PR^TAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE  PARA 
CONVERTIRLO  EN  UN  PRfeTA.VIO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA,  DEBE  ASEGURARSE  DE  QUE 

ENTIENDE  QUE  ESTA  RENUCCIANDO  A  IMPQRTANTES  PROTECCIONES  QUE  PROVEEN  LOS 
PRfoTAMOS  CON  GARANTfA  H  PQTECARI ACONFORM  E  A  LA  LEY,  Y  DE  BE  CON5IDERAR  CQNSULTAR 

A  UN  ABQGADO  QUE  USTED  LuJA  ACERCA  DE  ESAS  PROTECCIONES. 

"QUI2AS  DESEE  PEDIRI  A  SU  PRESTAMISTA  QUE  REFINANCIE  SU  PfigSTAMO  COMO  UN 

PRfeTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  ' .IPOTECARIA.  SIN  EMBARGO,  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA 

HIPOTECARIA  PUEDE  TENER  LNA  TASA  DE  INTERNS  Y  COSTOS  DE  CIERRE  MAS  ALTOS  QUE  UN 
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del  cr^dito; 


(vj)  ios  documentos  de  garantla  que  garantlzan  la  extensldn  del 
credito  cgntengan  una  clausula  de  divulgacidn  que  establezca  que  la  extension  del  credito  es  el 
tipo  de  credito  definido  en  la  Sufaseccrdn  (alfSl  de  esta  secddn  [SQCci6n-5Q(a-){&)rAftf€elo  XVI]  do  la 

{vii}  dentro  de  un  plazo  razonable  luego  del vencimiento  y  del  pago 
complete  de  la  extensldn  del  credito^  el  prestamlsta  cancele  y  devuelva  el  pagare  al  propietario  de 
la  vivienda  y  1e  de  al  propletario,  en  formato  registrable,  una  (Iberacldn  del  gravamen  que 
garantice  la  extension  del  credito  o  una  copla  del  endoso  y  asignacldn  del  gravamen  a  un 
prestamista  que  este  refinanciando  la  extensl6n  del  credito; 

(vlil)  el  propietarlo  de  la  vivienda  ycualquier  ednyuge  del  propietario 
puedan,  dentro  de  Ios  tres  dias  posteriores  a  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito, 
rescindlr  la  extension  sin  penalizacibn  ni  cargos; 

(lx)  e(  propietario  de  la  vivienda  y  el  prestamista  firmen  un 
reconocimiento  escrlto  del  valor  justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la 
extension  del  erddito; 

(x)  a  excepcibn  de  lo  establecldo  en  el  Subparrafo  (xi)  de  este 
parrafo,  el  prestamista  o  cualquier  titular  de  la  note  de  la  extension  del  erbdito  deben  renunciar  a 
todos  Ios  capita les  e  intereses  de  la  extension  del  erdd ito  si  el  prestamista  o  titu lar  no  cumple  sus 
obligaciones  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  y  no  corrige  su  incumpllmiento  en  un  plazo  no 
mayor  de  60  dias  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  o  titular  es  notificado  por  el 
prestatario  de  su  incumpllmiento  por: 

(a)  pagarle  ai  propietario  una  cantidad  equivalents  a 
cualquier  recargo  pagado  por  el  propietario  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  o  relacionadocon 
ella,  si  el  propietario  pagb  un  monto  que  supera  la  cantidad  estipulada  en  el  parrafo  aplicabte  (E), 
(G)  u  (0)  de  esta  subdMsibn; 

(b}  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrlto  de  que 
el  gravamen  es  valido  sblo  en  la  cantidad  en  que  la  extension  del  credito  no  supere  el  porcentaje 
descrito  en  el  Parrafo  {B)  de  esta  subdivisibn,  si  corresponde,  o  no  estb  garantizado  por  una 
propiedad  descrita  por  el  Parrafo  {H)  fe-(0]  de  esta  subdivision,  si  corresponde; 

{c)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  aviso  escrito  que  transforms 
cualquier  otra  cantidad,  porcentaje,  termino  u  otra  disposicibn  prohlbidos  en  esta  secddn  en  una 
cantidad,  porcentaje,  tdrmino  u  otra  disposicibn  permitidos  y  modifica  la  cuenta  del  prestatario 
para  garantlzar  que  el  prestatario  no  tenga  que  pagar  mas  que  una  cantidad  permitida  en  esta 
secddn  y  no  este  sujeto  a  cualquier  otro  termino  o  disposicibn  prohibldos  en  esta  seccibn; 

(d)  llevarle  Ios  documentos  requerldos  al  prestatario  si  el 
prestamista  no  cumple  Ios  terminos  del  Subparrafo  (v)  de  este  parrafo  u  obtener  las  flrmas 
apropiadas  si  el  prestamista  no  cumple  Ios  tdrminos  del  Subparrafo  (ix)  de  este  pdrrafo; 

(e)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito,  si  el 
incumpllmiento  esta  prchibido  en  el  Parrafo  {K)  de  esta  subdivisibn,  de  qua  el  interes  acumulado  y 
todas  las  obligaciones  del  propietario  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  dlsmrnuyen  mientras  que 
cualquier  gravamen  anterior  prohtbido  segun  fo  establecido  en  el  Pbrrafo  {K)  sigue  estando 
garantizado  por  la  vivienda;  o 

(f)  si  el  incumpllmiento  no  puede  sersubsanado  conforme  a 
losSubparrafos  (x)(aH6}  de  este  parrafo,  subsanar  el  incumplimiento  medianteun  relntegroo  un 
credito  de  $1,000  al  propietario  y  ofrecerle  a  I  propietario  el  derecho  a  ref  inanclar  la  extension  del 
credito  con  el  prestamista  o  titular  por  el  periodo  restante  del  prbstamo  sin  ningCin  costo  para  el 
propietario  y  bajo  las  mismas  condiciones,  incluyendo  el  Interes,  de  la  extensibn  del  credito 
original  con  las  modiflcaciones  que  sean  necesarias  para  cumpllr  Ios  terminos  de  esta  seccibn  o 
bajo  las  condiciones  que  el  propietario  y  e!  prestamista  o  titular  acuerden  de  otra  forma  y  que 
cumplan  Ios  tbrminos  de  esta  seccibn;  y 

(xi)  el  prestamista  o  cualquier  titular  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del 
credito  debe  renunciar  a  todos  Ios  capitales  e  intereses  de  !a  extensibn  del  creditosi  la  extension 
es  hecha  por  una  persona  distinta  a  la  persona  descrita  conforme  al  Parrafo  (P)  de  esta  subdivision 
o  si  el  gravamen  no  fue  creado  en  virtud  de  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  cada  uno 
de  Ios  propietarios  y  Ios  cbnyuges  de  cada  uno  de  Ios  propietarlos,  a  menos  que  cada  uno  de  Ios 
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del  dfa  12  desp  ues  de  la  fecha  mas  posterior  entre  las  siguientes: 
la  fecha  en  que  el  propletarlo  ?  la  vivlenda  le  presenta  una  soltdtud  de  prestamo  al  prestamlsta 
por  la  GKtensIdn  del  cr^dlto  o  f  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  le  da  al  propietario  una  copia  del  aviso 
prescrlto  en  la  Subseccidn  (g)  i  esta  seccldn; 

•  -')  de  un  dfa  hdbll  despises  de  la  fecha  en  que  ef  propletarlo  de  la 
vivlenda  reclbe  una  copia  de  olidtud  de  prestamo  si  no  ha  sido  pr oporcionada  anleriormente  y 
una  divulgacibn  final  detallad  de  las  tasas,  puntos,  intereses,  costos  y  cargos  reales  que  seran 
cobrados  en  el  clerre.  Si  exist  •  una  emergencia  de  buena  fe  u  otra  buena  causa  y  e!  prestamista 
obtiene  el  consentimiento  <?  ..rito  del  propletarlo^  el  prestamista  puede  proporcionarle  la 
documentacion  al  propietario  puede  mod ificar  la  documentacidnproporciorradaanteriormente 
en  la  fecha  de  clerre;  y 

( .1)  el  primer  aniversario  de  la  fecha  de  clerre  de  cualquier  otra 
extensidn  del  cr4dito  descrita  ‘n  la  Subsecdon  (aK6)  de  esta  seccion  garantizada  por  la  misma 
vivienda,  excepto  un  refinancl-  inlento  descrito  en  el  P^rrafo  (Q)(x)(f)  de  esta  subdivision,  a  menos 
que  el  propietario  requiera  be  o  juramento  un  clerre  anterior  debido  a  un  estado  de  emergencia 
que: 

(a)  haya  sIdo  dedarado  por  el  presidente  de  Ids  Estados 
Unidos  o  por  el  gobernador  si  un  to  establecido  par  la  ley;  y 

(b)  se  aplique  al  irea  en  la  que  est^  ubicada  la  vivlenda; 

(N)  sec  ;rrasdloen  iaoficina  del  prestamista,  unabogadoo  una  compania 
de  titulos  de  propiedad; 

(O)  per  lite  que  un  prestamista  contrate  y  redba  cualquier  tasa  de  interes 
fija  o  variable  autorizada  de  ac  -  erdo  con  la  ley; 

fP|  es  liizada  por  uno  de  los  siguientes  establecimicntos  que,  de  acuerdo 
a  una  agenda  reguiatoria  fedi  'al,  no  se  ha  visto  involucrado  en  fa  prictica  de  negarse  a  hacer 
prestamos  porque  los  solicit'  ites  de  ios  prestamos  residen  o  la  propiedad  propuesta  para 
garantizar  los  prestamos  esta  i  njeada  en  una  clerta  area: 

(.;  un  banco,  una  asociaclon  de  ahorros  y  prestamos,  un  banco  de 
ahorros  o  una  cooperativa  de  i  edito  que  hace  negocios  conforme  a  fas  leyes  de  este  estado  o  de 
los  Estados  Unidos.  incluso  la  l  bsidiaria  deun  banco,  una  asoclBdondeahorrosvpr^stamos.un 
banco  de  ahorros  o  una  coopc>  ^tiva  de  credito  descritos  en  este  suboarrafo; 

(  )  unorganismodeprestamoautorizadoporelgoblernofederalo 
una  persona  autorlzada  como  creedor  hipotecario  por  el  goblerno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para 
hacer  prestamos  con  garantm  'derai; 

(  )  una  persona  licenciada  para  hacer  prestamos  regulados,segiinio 
estabiecido  par  la  ley  de  este  (  tado; 

(  )  una  persona  que  vendio  la  vivienda  af  propietario  actual  y  que 
proporciono  latotalrdado  par  odel  financiamlento  para  lacompra; 

( .  I  una  persona  que  es  familiar  del  propietario  de  la  residencia  en 
segundo  grado  de  a^nldad  o  c  nsanguinidad;  o 

(  ♦)  una  persona  regulada  por  este  estado  como  [ogento]  entidadde 
or^stamos  higotecarios  o  com  -ihfa  de  ordstamos  hipotecarios;  y 

(Q)  se  h  u:econ  fa  condicidn  de  que: 

(  el  propietario  de  ia  vivlenda  no  tenga  que  aplicar  los  ingresos  de  la 
extension  del  credito  para  liqu  far  otra  deuda,  excepto  las  deudas  garantizadas  por  la  vivienda  o 
las  deudas  a  otro  prestamista; 

(  .  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  asfgne  salaries  como  garantia  por 

la  extension  del  credito; 

(s. )  el  propietario  de  ia  vivienda  no  firme  ningun  documentoen  el 
que  haya  espacios  vacios  para  allenar  relacionados  con  termrnos  sustanciales  del  acuerdo; 

(  )  el  propieta  rio  de  !a  vivlenda  no  firme  una  declaracion  jurada  de 
admision  de  deuda  o  poder  nc/arial  al  prestamista  o  a  un  tercero  para  admitir  su  deuda  o  para 
aparecer  por  el  propietario  en  .n  procedimiento  judicial; 

{'.>  en  el  momento  en  que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  credito,  el 
propietario  de  la  vivienda  debe  recibir  una  copia  de  fa  solicitud  final  de  prestamo  y  de  todos  los 
docu  mentos  formaiizados  firm .  dos  par  el  propietario  en  el  cierre  y  relacionados  con  la  extension 
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sean  necesanos  para  realizar  reparaclones  inmediatas  a  las  condiciones  de  la  propiedad  que 
afecten  considerablemente  la  salud  o  la  seguridad  del  propletario  o  la  persona  qua  reside  en  fa 
propiedad  y  el  propfetario  de  la  vivienda  lo  deje  asentado  por  escrito;  y 

(D)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  Ids  materlales  es  formalizado  por  ei 
propletario  y  ei  conyuge  del  propleta  rio  solo  en  la  oficina  de  on  prestamrsta  externo  que  hace  una 
extens{6n  del  credito  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materlales,  un  abogado  o  una  companta  de  titufos  de 
propiedad; 

(6)  una  extension  del  credito  que: 

(A)  esta  garantizada  mediante  un  gravamen  voluntarlo  sobre  la  propiedad, 
creado  conforme  a  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  todos  los  propletarros  y  los 
conyuges  de  todos  los  propietarlos; 

(B)  es  de  un  monto  principal  que  al  ser  ariadido  a  la  suma  total  de  los  saldos 
pendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  otras  deudas  garantizadas  por  embargos  validos  sobre  la 
propiedad  no  supera  el  80  por  ciento  del  valor  justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en 
que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  credito; 

|C)  no  tiene  poslbrlidad  recurrir  a  la  responsabilldad  personal  contra  cada 
propletario  y  el  cdnyuge  de  cada  propletario,  a  menos  que  el  propletario  o  su  cdnyuge  hayan 
obtenido  la  extension  del  crddito  mediante  un  fraude; 

(D)  est^  garantizada  por  un  gravamen  que  puede  ser  ejecutado  solo  por  una 

or  den  de  un  tribunal; 

{£}  no  requiere  que  el  propletario  o  el  c6nyuge  del  propletario  pague, 
ademas  de  cuaiouier  interes  o  ountos  de  descuento  de  buena  fe  utlllzados  para  reducir  la  tasa  de 
interes,  cuaiquier  tasa  a  cualquier  persona  que  sea  nccesaria  para  crear,  evaluar,  mantener, 
registrar,  garantizar  o  revisar  la  extension  del  credito  que  supere,  en  la  suma  total,  e!  [tfes]  por 
ciento  del  monto  principal  original  de  la  extension  del  credito.  exceoto  tasas  por: 

(!)  una  valoracion  impositlva  realizada  oor  un  tasador  externo: 

(in  la  agrlmensura  de  la  propiedad  reallzada  por  un  agrimensor 
registrado  o  licenclado  en  el  estado: 

Hii)  una  Pflma  de  base  estatal  por  una  poli'za  de  seguro  de  titulo  para 
hipoteca  con  resoaldos  establecidos  de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado;  o 

(ivl  un  informs  de  evaluacidn  de  tituio.  si  su  costo  es  menor  oue  la 
arima  de  basee&tatal  oor  una  odliza  de  seeuro  detitulo  oara  hipoteca  sin  resoaldos  establecidos 

de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado; 

IF)  no  es  un  tlpo  de  linea  de  credito  abierta  que  puede  ser  debitada 
ocasionalmente  o  conforme  a  la  cua!  el  credito  puede  ser  extendido  ocasianalmente,  a  menos  que 
ia  linea  de  credito  abierta  sea  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hlpotecario; 

(6}  es  pagadera  por  anticipado  sin  penalizacion  ni  otros  cargos; 

(H)  no  est^  garantizada  por  nlnguna  propiedad  real  o  personal  adicional 
distinto  de  ia  vivlenda; 

(I)  (derogadal  [fio-est^arpntigada  porunaviviondaGUfrala  focha  deciorro 
SCO  dosignadq  poro  uco  agricoia  cogOn-IO'  establocido  por  las  feyoS'  quo  rigen  el  impuosto  a  lo 

(J)  no  puede  acelerarsc  por  una  disminucion  en  el  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
vivlenda  o  por  et  incumplimiento  del  propletario  con  respecto  a  otras  deudas  no  gara  ntizadas  por 
una  cargd  v^lida  anterior  contra  la  vivienda; 

(K)  esia  unica  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda  en  elmomento  enquese 
hace  la  extensidn  del  credito,  a  menos  que  la  otra  deuda  haya  sido  hecha  por  un  propdsito  descrito 
en  las  Subsecclones  {a)(l)*(a)(5)  o  la  Subseccion  (a]{8)  de  esta  seccidn; 

(U  programada  para  ser  liquldada: 

(I)  en  sucesivas  cuotas  regulares  sustanclalmente  iguales,  no  mis 
frecuentemente  que  cada  14  dfas  y  no  menos frecuentemente  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  mis 
de  dos  meses  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  credito,  cada  una  de  las  cuales 
equivale  o  supera  la  cantidad  de  interes  acumulado  desde  la  fecha  de  la  cuota  programada;  o 

(II)  si  la  extension  del  credito  es  una  Unea  de  erddito  con  respaldo 
hlpotecario,  en  cuotas  regulares  descritas  conforme  a  fa  Subseccion  (t)(8)  de  esta  seccldn; 

(M)  no  se  clerra  antes: 
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residencia  pa  ra  la  cual  se  recib  >  la  exendon  conforme  a  la  Subseccidn  irnl  [(i)]  d  e  esta  seccldn  en 
el  ultimo  ano  en  que  el  conyu£  '  sobreviviente  reciblo  la  exendon  conforme  a  esa  subsecclon  para 
esa  residencia,  mientras  el  c6<  /uge  sobreviviente  no  se  haya  vuelto  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  arma(  is. 

SECCI6n  4.  Esta  enmii.  ida  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  elecdon,  la  cual  se  llevar.:  a  cabo  el  7  de  novjembre  de  2017.  la  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  c:  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposldont  "La  enmienda  constitudonal 
que  autoriza  a  la  leglslatura  a  <^‘recer  una  exenddn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  una  parte  del  valor 
de  mercadode  la  residencia  p  incipal  de  un  veterano  pardalmente  discapacitadoo  delconyuge 
sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  ;  irdaimente  discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al 
veterano  discapacitado  por  11:3  organizacibn  benbfica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
residencia  y  que  armoniza  de  as  disposidones  reladonadas  de  (a  Constitudon  de  Texas". 

PROPUESTA  Nl^MERO  2  DEL  I  iTADO  DE  TEXAS  SJ.R.  N®  60 

P  SOLUCIC^N  CONJUNTA  DEL  SENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  cor.  itituclonal  para  establecer  una  cantldad  menor  para  los  gastos  que 
se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestal,/io  y  elimlnarciertas  limitadones  de  gastos  de  finandamlento  para 
un  prbstamo  con  garantta  hipc  *ecaria,  establecer  clertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un 
prestamo  con  garantfa  hipotvcaria,  camblar  ciertas  opdones  para  el  refinanciamlento  de  los 
prbstamos  con  garantia  hipotc  aria,  camblar  el  umbral  para  ei  anlidpo  ds  una  ifnea  de  crbdito  con 
respaldo  hipotecarlo  y  otorga.  prbstamos  con  garantfa  hipotecarla  sobre  las  granjas  agricolas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DELE  TADO  OE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCI6N  1.  La  Seccio.  50,  Artrculo  XVI,  de  la  Constitudon  de  Texas,  se  enmienda  para 
modtficar  las  Subsecciones  (a!  tf)^  fg)  y  (t)  y  anadir  la  Subseccion  (f-l)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(a)  La  vivlends  de  un^  familla  o  una  persona  adulta  soltera  sera  y  por  !a  presente  est^ 
protegida  contra  la  venta  fon^sa  para  el  pago  de  todas  las  deudas,  con  excepcion  de: 

{1)  el  precio  de  compra  o  una  parte  de  ese  precio  de  compra; 

(2)  los  impuest os  que  correspondan; 

(3)  las  sumas  e  ;uitativas  pagadas  por  una  parteaotra  impuestas  sobre  latotalidad 
de  la  propiedad  por  una  order  del  tribunal  0  por  un  acuerdo  escrlto  entre  las  partes  de  fa  division, 
incluida  la  deuda  de  un  c6nyu|;2  a  favor  del  otro  que  resulte  de  la  division  o  (a  adjudlcaclon  de  una 
residencia  familiar  en  u  n  julcio  de  divorcio; 

(4)  el  reflnanclarniento  de  un  gravamen  sobre  una  vivienda,  incluso  el  gravamen  del 
impuesto  federal  que  results  ie  la  deuda  tributarla  de  ambos  cdnyuges,  si  la  vivienda  es  una 
residencia  familiar,  o  de  la  dei  Ja  tributarla  de!  propletarlo; 

(5)  el  trabajo  y  los  materlales  utdizados  para  construir  nuevas  mejoras  en  la 
vivienda,  si  fueron  contratado  •  por  escrlto,  0  el  trabajo  y  los  materlales  utdizados  para  reparar  o 
renovar  las  mejorar  existente^  que  hublera  si: 

(A)  el  J.-abajo  y  los  materlales  son  contratados  por  escrlto  con  el 
consentimiento  de  ambos  cor. ,  uges  en  el  caso  de  una  residencia  familiar,  y  proporcionados  de  la 
misma  manera  que  se  exige  a!  liacer  la  venta  y  la  transferencia  de  la  vivienda; 

(B)  el  c-  ntrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materlales  no  os  formalizado  por  ei 
propletario  o  por  el  cdnyuge  del  propletarlo  antes  del  quinto  dfa  despuds  de  que  el  propletarlo 
presenta  u  na  solicitud  escrita  para  cualquier  extension  del  credito  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materlales,  a 
menos  que  el  trabajo  y  los  mau'dales  sean  necesarios  para  reaiizar  reparaciones  Inmediatas  a  las 
condiciones  de  la  propiedad  que  afecten  considerablemente  la  satud  o  la  seguridad  del  propletarlo 
o  la  persona  que  reside  en  la  propiedad  y  que  el  propletarlo  de  la  vivienda  lo  de|e  asentado  por 
escrlto; 

(C)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materia  les  dispone  expresamcnte  que  el 
propletario  puede  resclndir  c\  contrato  sin  penalizaclon  nl  cargos  dentro  de  los  tres  dfas 
posteriores  a  la  firma  del  conu  ato  por  todas  las  partes,  a  menos  que  el  trabajo  y  ios  materlales 
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PROPUESTA  NUMERO  1  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  HJ.R.  N8  21 

RESOLUCr^N  CONJUNTADE  UCAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucfona)  que  autorixa  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exenc!6n  del 
impuesto  ad  valorem  de  una  parte  de!  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  de  un  veterano 
parcialmente  discapacitado  o  del  cdnyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  parclalmente 
discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  ai  veterano  discapacitado  por  ona  organizaclon 
bendflca  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  y  que  armoniza  clertas  dispostclones 
relacionadas  de  la  Constitucldn  de  Texas. 

LA  LEGISIATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCION  1.  La  Secdon  1-b  (1|,  Artlcuto  VIH,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  ta!  como  propone 
la  HJ.R.  24, 83?  Sesion  Legisiativa,  Sesidn  Regular,  2013,  se  enmienda  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(1)  la  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapacitado  tiene  derecho  a  reclblr  una  exencidn  de)  Impuesto  ad  valorem  en  un  porcentajedel 
valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  veterano  discapacitado  que  sea  igual  al  porcentaje 
de  dlscapacidad  del  veterano  discapacitado,  si  ia  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano 
discapacitado  por  una  organizaclbn  ben^ftca  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia 
principal,  o  incluso  a  ninfiun  costo  para  el  veterano  discapacitado.  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general, 
puede  disponer  requisites  de  elegibilidad  adicionales  para  recibir  la  exencion.  Para  los  propositos 
de  esta  subsecci6n,  un  "veterano  parcialmente  discapacitado"  es  un  veterano  discapacitado  tal 
como  se  describe  en  la  Secdon  2(bl  de  este  articulo,  que  posee  un  certiftcado  que  indica  que  tiene 
una  dasificacion  de  discapacidad  de  menos  del  100  par  ciento.  Una  limitacidn  o  restrieddn  al 
derecho  de  un  veterano  discapacitado  a  recibir  una  exencion  conforme  a  fa  Secdon  2(fa]  de  este 
articulo,  o  al  monto  de  una  exencidn  conforme  a  ia  Seeddn  2(b),  no  se  apiica  a  las  exenciones 
conforme  a  esta  subseccion. 

SECCI6N  2.  La  Secdon  1-b  (!},  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Conslitucion  deTexas,  tal  como  propone 
la  HJ.R.  62,  832  Sesidn  legisiativa,  Sesion  Regular,  2013,  es  redeslgnada  como  Secdon  l-b(m), 
Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

(ml  [fa^l  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  el  cdnyuge  sobreviviente  de  un 
mlembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  results  muerto  en  combate  tenga 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exer^cidn  del  Impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totaildad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  fa  residencia  principal  del  cdnyuge  sobreviviente  mientras  este  no  se  haya  vuelto  a 
casar  desde  la  muerte  del  mlembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECCi6n  3.  La  Seccfdn  l-b[m),  Articulo  Vfll,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  es  redeslgnada 
como  Seccidn  l-b{n),  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  y  modificada  para  leerse  de  la 
siguiente  manera: 

((w)l  La  legislatu  ra,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  cdnyuge  sobreviviente,  que 
califica  para  recibir  y  recibe  una  exencidn  segun  lo  establecido  en  la  Subseccion  (ni)  [(441  de  esta 
seccidn  y  que  posteriormente  califica  una  propiedad  distinta  como  su  residencia  principal,  tiene 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  dela  residencia  calificada  posteriormente 
en  un  monto  equivalenle  al  valor  en  ddlares  de  la  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  Ja  primera 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Louri  O'Leary  <LO'Leary@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  September  11,  2017  3:16  PM 
Louri  O’Leary 

FW;  MASS  E-Mail  Advisory  (CC/EA  655)  Constitutional  Amendments  Full  Text 
CORRECTED  Version 

Full  Text  Cover  on  Letterhead. docx;  Constitutional  Amendments  English.pdf; 
Constitutional  Amendments  Spanish.pdf;  2017  Full  Text  Constitutional  Amendments 
Memo.pdf 


Dear  County  Clerks 

Please  see  the  revised  attachments. 

Attached  is  the  full  text,  with  Spanish  translations  of  the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  to  be  voted  on  November  7, 
2017. 

Please  see  the  attached  memorandum  for  further  information. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  documents  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections 
Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

Thank  you, 

Louri  O’Leary 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

Elections  Division  0  Elections  Administration  Manager 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 

T;  800.252. 8683  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 

D:  512.463.3204  0  F;  512.475.2811 

lolearv(5)sos.texas.gov 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 

/| 

trOTETEHSS.GOV'> 

POWEREQ  BY  THE  leXAS  SCCRETARY OF STiITjS  1 

Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.iis 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO; 

County  Clerks 

/ 

ii'  '''\ 

FROM: 

iM 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  ^  V- 

DATE: 

September  1 1,  2017 

RE: 

Full  Text  of  Constitutional  Amendments 

Enclosed  is  the  full  text,  with  Spanish  translations  of  the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  to 
be  voted  on  November  7,  20 1 7. 

Article  XVII,  Section  1,  Texas  Constitution  requires  the  County  Clerk  to  post  the  full  text  of  the 
proposed  amendments  in  a  public  place  in  the  courthouse  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  November 
7,  2017  constitutional  amendment  election,  which  is  Monday,  October  8,  2017. 

You  may  post  the  enclosed  notice  any  time  after  you  receive  this,  but  no  later  than  October  8, 
2017. 

Since  this  is  a  constitutional  requirement,  the  responsibility  to  post  this  notice  is  not  shifted  to 
the  Elections  Administrator  in  counties  that  have  an  Election  Administrator  nor  is  the  deadline 
extended. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  enclosed  materials  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel 
free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:  LO 

Attachments 

cc:  Elections  Administrators 
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survivino  spov33e  i-7hc  cfUsliflGs  for  and  rec6iv€s  an  ex^mptilQn  in 
accordance  with  Subst  tlon  (o)  of  this  section  and  who  subsequently 
qualifies  a  differen  property  as  the  surviving  spouse's  residence 
homestead  is  entitle^ ■  to  an  exemption  froit  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
the  subsequently  gu--  ifled  homestead  in  an  amount  equal  to  the 
dollar  amount  of  th  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  the 
first  homestead  for  v  ;lch  the  exemption  was  received  in  accordance 
with  Subsection  ;o)  =  this  section  In  the  lasc  year  in  which  the 

surviving  spouse  re<  ived  the  exemption  in  accordance  with  that 
subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has  not 
remarried  since  the  -*ath  of  the  first  responder. 

SECTION  2.  The  .ollov;ing  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVIt  ON.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies  to 
the  constitutional  .landment  proposed  by  the  85th  Legislature, 
Regular  Session,  201  ,  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for 
an'exemption  from  ad  .'alorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market 
value  of  the  reslden;  :  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first 
responder  who  is  kil  ~?d  or  fatally  imured  in  the  line  of  duty. 

(b)  Sections  -bio)  and  (p) ,  Article  VIII,  of  this 
constitution  take  ef  'ict  January  I,  2018,  and  apply  only  to  a  tax 
year  beginning  on  or  ifter  that  date. 

(c>  This  tempo  try  provision  expires  January  1,  2019. 
SECTION  3.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vot-  -s  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7, 
2017.  The  ballot  sh  11  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or 
against  the  proposit  jn:  "The  constitutional  amendment 
authorizing  the  legi  lature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  il  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  :  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder 
who  is  killed  or  fat  ily  Injured  in  the  line  of  duty." 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPO.TTION  7  H.J.R.  No.  37 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  consti'  lUional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  -edit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  award  prizes  by  1  t  to  promote  savings. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  ^  f  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Sec  Lon  ■47,  Article  III,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  adding  Su  -jection  (d-2)  to  read  as  follows: 

(d-2)  Subsect 1  n  (al  of  this  section  does  not  prohibit  the 
legislature  from  au' . ■  lorizing  credit  unions  and  other  financial 
institutions  to  cond  ;t.  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
general  law,  prompt.,  nal  activities  to  promote  savings  in  which 
prizes  are  awarded  to  one  or  more  of  the  credit  union's  or 
financial  institutlo  's  depositors  selected  by  lot. 

SECTION  2.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  votes  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  bt  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition;  "The  co;  .titutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  ■  .edit  unions  and  other  finahcial  institutions 
to  award  prizes  by  1  t  to  promote  savings." 
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H.J.R.  Ko.  100 


STATE  OP  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  5 

HOEJSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

pi'Oposing  a  constitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports  team 
charitable  foundations  conducting  charitable  raffles. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  i.  Section  Article  III,  Texas  Constitution, 

is  amended  to  read  as  follov/s: 

(d-l)  The  legis.lature  by  general  law  nay  permit  a 
profes.sional  sports  team  charitable  foundation  to  conduct 
charitable  raffles  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
general  law.  The  lav?  may  authorize  the  charitable  foundation  to 
pay  with  the  raffle  proceeds  reasonable  advertising,  promotional, 
and  administrative  expenses.  A  law  enacted  under  this  subsection 
applies  [laay — app-ly]  only  to  an  entity  [  Chut— i-sl  defined  as  a 
professional  sports  team  charitable  foundation  under  that  law  [on- 
)  and  may  only  allow  charitable  raffles  to  be 
conducted  at  games  hosted  at  the  home  venue  of  the  professional 
.sports  team  associated  ’with  a  professional  sports  team  charitable 
foundation.  In  this  subsection,  '^professional  sports  team”  means: 

(1)  a  team  organized  in  this  state  that  is  a  member  of 
Major  League  Baseball,  the  National  Basketball  Association,  the 

National  Hockey  League,  the  National  Football  League,  Major  League 

Soccer,  the  American  Hockey  League,  the  East  Coast  Hockey  League, 

the  American  Association  of  Independent  Professional  Baseball,  the 

Atlantic  League  cf  Professional  Baseball,  Minor  League  Baseball, 

the  National  Basketball  Association  Development  League,  the 

National  Women's  Soccer  League,  the  f-^ajor  Arena  Soccer  League,  the 

United  Soccer  League,  or  the  Women's  National  Basketball 

Association; 


(2)  a  person  hosting  a  motorsports  racing  team  event 


sanctioned  bv  the  National  Association  for  Stock  C«‘5r  Auto  Racincr 

(NASCAR),  INDYCar, 

or  another  nationally  recognized  motorsports 

racing  association 

at  a  venue  in  this  state  with  a  permanent 

seating  capacity  oI 

,  not  less  than  75,000; 

(3)  an 

organization  hosting  a  Professional  Golf 

Association  event; 

or 

(4)  any 

other  professional  sports  team  defined  by  law. 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports 
team  charitable  foundations  conducting  charitable  raffles." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  6  S.J.R.  No.  1 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of 
the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse 
of  a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line 
of  duty. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  CF  THE  STATS  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Section  1-b,  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  adding  Subsections  (o)  and  {p}  to  read  as  follov;s: 

(0)  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 

surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally 


in-jured  in  the  line  of  duty  is  entitled 

to  an  exemption  from  ad 

valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of 

the 

surviving  spouse's  residence  homestead  if 

the  surviving  spouse 

has 

not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the 

first  responder. 

The 

legislature  by  general  law  may  define 

"first  responder" 

for 

purposes  of  this  subsection  and  may  prescribe  additional 

eligibility  reguirements  for  the  exemption  authorised  by  i 

this 

subsection . 

(p)  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
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office  that  is  fill 

1  bv  aoDointment  of  the  Governor  with  the 

advice  and  consent  < 

the  Senate  and  that  is  not  an  office  for 

wh-ich  the  officer  r 

.■eives  a  salarV/  the  oeriod  for  which  the 

officer  shall  conti. 

■e  to  oerform  the  duties  of  office  under 

Subsection  fa)  of  th 

->  section  ends  on  the  last  dav  of  the  first 

reaular  session  of  th 

Leoisiature  that  begins  after  the  expiration 

of  the  term. 

SECTION  2.  Thit  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vote  3  at  an  election  to  be  held  Koveitber  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition;  "The  cc  stitutionai  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholder,  appointed  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by 
the  senate  after  the  sxpiration  of  the  person's  term  of  office." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PR0P0.t;T10N  4  S.J.R.  Ko.  6 

■:en.ate  joint  resolution 

proposing  a  constitut  onal  a.mendment  authorising  the  legislature  to 
require  a  court  to  ^  ovide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  •  mstitutionality  of  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legi  'ature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  per.iod  before 
the  court  may  i.  ter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional . 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  I  '  THE  LEGISL.ATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  -Art  :1g  V,  Texas  Constitution,  is  amended  by 
adding  Section  32  to  ead  as  follows: 

Sec.  32.  Notwi.  istandinq  Section  1.  Article  II,  of  this 
constitution,  the  le  slature  may: 

(1)  reaui:  a  court  in  which  a  party  to  litigation  files 

a  petition,  motic  ,  or  other  pleading _ challenging  the 

constitutionality  of  .  statute  of  this  state  to  provide  notice  to 
the  attorney  general  of  the  challenge  if  the  party  raising  the 
challenge  notifies  t  e  court  that  the  party  is  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  he  statute;  and 

(2)  preser  be  a  reasonable  period,  wtiich  may  not  exceed 
4S  days,  after  the  pi  '.visio.n  of  that  notice  during  which  the  court 
may  not  enter  a  iudqi  3nt  holding  the  statute  unconstitutional. 

SECTION  2.  The  ollowing  temporary  provi.sion  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVI  £ON.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies 
with  respect  to  the  ■  .nstitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  85th 
Legislature,  Regular  ession,  2017,  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
require  a  court  to  ■  •■ovide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  ^  jnstitutionalltv  of  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legi;  mature  to  prescribe  a  yjaltina  period,  not  to 
exceed  45  days,  taefo  ;  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the 
statute  unconstituti'  :3i . 

(bj  Section  402  010,  Government  Code,  as  added  bv  Chapter  808 
(H.B.  2425!,  Acts  of  i.he  a2nd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2011, 
and  amended  bv  Chap,  rr  1162  (S.B.  392)  and  Chapter  1276  (H.B. 

14351,  Acts  of  'the  3rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013,  is 
validated  and  effect!  a  on  approval  of  the  constitutional  amenciment 
described  bv  .Subsecti  n  (a)  of  this  temporary  provision  and  applies 
only  to  a  petition,  'otion,  or  other  pleading  filed  on  or  after 
January  1,  2Q1B. 

{c)  This  tempo  irv  provision  e.xpires  Jan'jary  2,  2016. 

SECTION  3 .  Thi,  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vott.s  at"  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  araendioent  authori'Zing  the 

legislature  to  regui  a  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  the  attorney 
general  of  a  challenu  to  the  co.nstitutionality  of  a  state  statute 
and  authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  -waiting  period 
before  the  court  i,  -y  enter  a  judgment  holding  t)ie  statute 
unconstitutional . " 
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homesteaci  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  established,  does 
not  exceed  an  amount  described  under  Subsection  (a) (G) (B)  of  this 
section; 


(6)  (repealed)  {no- addi-t-i-e-na-i— debits  xadvanoos  aro 


(7)  the  lender  or  holder  may  not  unilaterally  amend  the 


extension  of  credit;  and 

(8)  repayment  is  to  be  made  in  regular  periodic 
installments,  not  more  often  than  every  14  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  beginning  not  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  is  established,  and: 

(A)  during  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  each  installment  equals  or  exceeds  the  amount  of 
accrued  interest;  and 

(B)  after  the  period  during  which  the  ovmer  may 
request  advances,  installments  are  substantially  equal. 

SECTION  2,  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVISION.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies  to 

the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  65th  Legislature, 

.Regular  Session,  2017,  to  establish  a  lower  amount  for  expenses 

that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrov/er  a;;d  removing  certain  financing 

expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing  certain 

authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing  certain 

options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing  the 

threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 

allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

(b)  The  constitutional  amendment  takes  effect  January  1, 

2018. 

(c)  The  changes  in  law  made  by  the  constitutional  amendment 

apply  only  to  a  home  equity  loan  made  on  or  after  the  effective 

date  of  the  constitutional  amendment  and  to  an  existing  home  equity 

loan  that  is  refinanced  on  or  after  the  effective  date  of  the 

constitutional  amendment. 

(d)  This  temporary  provision  takes  effect  on  the  adoption  of 

the  constitutional  amendment  by  the  voters  and  expires  January  1, 

2019. 

SECTION  3.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shal.l  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 
The  ballot  shall  foe  printed  to  provide  for  voting  for  or  against 
the  propo-sition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  to  establi.gh  a 

lower  amount  for  expenses  that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and 
removing  certain  financing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity 
loan,  establishing  certain  authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity 
loan,  changing  certain  options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity 
loans,  changing  the  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  ho.me  equity  line 
of  credit,  and  allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural 
homesteads, ” 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  3  S.J.R.  No.  34 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholders  after  the  expiration  of  the  person's  term  of 
office, 

3E  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISIATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 

SECTION  i.  Section  17,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  17,  <a)  Except  as  provided  by  Subsection  (b)  of  this 

section,  all  (rrl-l]  officer.^  of  [vfi-t-h-Hv]  this  State  shall  continue 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall 
be  duly  qualified. 

(b)  Following  the  expiration  of  a  term  o£  an  appointive 
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BLANKS  FOR  SiJBSTANTI'  :  TERMS  OF  AGREEMENT  LEFT  TO  BE  FILLED  IN; 

"('))  NOT  REOUIR:  THAT  YOU  SIGN  A  CONFESSION  OF  JUDGMENT  OR 
POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  MOTHER  PERSON  TO  CONFESS  JUDGMENT  OR  APPEAR 
IN  A  LEGAL  PROCEEDINt  ON  YOUR  BEHALF; 

"(5)  PROVIDE  TH  r  YOU  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOUR  FINAL  LOAN 
APPLICATION  AND  ALL  I  ECUTED  DOCUMENTS  YOU  SIGN  AT  CLOSING; 

"(6)  PROVIDE  T  It  THE  SECURITY  INSTRUMENTS  CONTAIN  A 
DISCLOSURE  THAT  THIS  .OAN  IS  A  LOAN  DEFINED  BY  SECTION  50 (a! (61, 
ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  'j  .  XAS  CONSTITUTION; 

"(7)  PROVIDE  TH.  ;  WHEN  THE  LOAN  IS  PAID  IN  FULL,  THE  LENDER 
WILL  SIGN  AND  GIVE  Y  J  A  RELEASE  OF  LIEN  OR  AM  ASSIGNMENT  OF  THE 
LIEN,  WHICHEVER  IS  a;  ROPRIATE; 

"(8)  PROVIDE  TL  I  YOU  MAY,  WITHIN  3  DAYS  AFTER  CLOSING, 
RESCIND  THE  LOAN  WIT)  UT  PENALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

"(9)  PROVIDE  TH  YOU  AND  THE  LENDER  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE  FAIR 
MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  'OME  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LOAN  CLOSES;  AND 

"(10)  PROVIDE  Ti  T  THE  LENDER  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL  PRINCIPAL  AND 
INTEREST  IF  THE  Li  ’DER  FAILS  TO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  LENDER'S 
OBLIGATIONS  UNLESS  .!B  LENDER  CURES  THE  FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  AS 
PROVIDED  BY  SECTION  30  (a)  (6>  (Q)  (k)  ,  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION;  AND 

"(R)  IF  THE  LOA!  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT: 

"(IS  YOU  MAY  REC.  JST  ADVANCES,  REPAY  MONEY,  AND  REBORROW  MONEY 
UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CRI  'IT; 

"(2)  EACH  ADVAN  J  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  MUST  BE  IN  AN 
AMOUNT  OF  AT  LEAST  $‘'  000; 

"(3)  YOU  MAY  NO  USE  A  CREDIT  CARD,  DEBIT  CARD,  OR  SIMILAR 
DEVICE,  OR  PREPRINTE.  CHECK  THAT  YOU  DID  NOT  SOLICIT,  TO  OBTAIN 
ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  L  IE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(4)  ANY  FEES  T1  LENDER  CHARGES  MAY  BE  CHARGED  AND  COLLECTED 
ONLY  AT  THE  TIME  THE  ,INE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED  AND  THE  LF,KDER 
MAY  NOT  CHARGE  A  FEE  N  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  ADVANCE; 

"(.S)  THE  MAXIMUt  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  THAT  HAY  BE  EXTENDED,  WHEN 
ADDED  TO  ALL  OTHER  D  JTS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME,  KAY  NOT  EXCEED  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  ^  RKE?  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE 
OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLIP  ED; 

"(6)  IF  THE  PRIN  IPAL  BALANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  AT  ANY 
TIME  EXCEEDS  30  [-Ml  ERCEKT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME. 
AS  DETERMINED  ON  THE  JATE  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED.  YOU 
MAY  NOT  CONTINUE  TO  R'  .)UEST  ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  UNTIL 
THE  BALANCE  IS  LESS  '1  .IN  80  [5«]  PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE; 
AND 

"(7>  THE  LENDER  lAY  NOT  UNILATERALLY  AMEND  THE  TERMS  OF  THE 
LINE  OF  CREDIT. 

"THIS  NOTICE  IS  NLY  A  SUM14ARY  OF  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION.  YOUR  H  IHTS  ARE  GOVERNED  BY  SECTION  50,  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITi.  .ION,  AMD  NOT  BY  THIS  NOTICE." 

If  the  discussit  is  with  the  borrower  are  conducted  primari,ly 
in  a  language  other  t,  in  English,  the  lender  shall,  before  closing, 
provide  an  addition,  copy  of  the  notice  translated  into  the 
written  language  in  i  ich  the  discussions  were  conducted. 

(t)  A  home  equ  .y  line  of  credit  is  a  form  of  an  open-end 
account  that  may  be  c  bited  from  time  to  time,  under  which  credit 
may  be  extended  from  ime  to  time  and  under  which: 

(1)  the  c  ler  requests  advances,  repays  money,  and 
reborrows  money; 

(2)  any  si  jle  debit  or  advance  is  net  less  than  $4,000; 

(3)  the  ow  er  does  not  use  a  credit  card,  debit  card,  or 
similar  device,  or  pr  .Printed  check  unsolicited  by  the  borrower,  to 
obtain  a,n  advance; 

(4)  any  ft .s  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6) (E)  of  this 
section  are  charged  a  i  col.lected  only  at  the  time  the  e.xtension  of 
credit  is  establishi.  .1  and  no  fee  Is  charged  or  collected  in 
connection  with  any  c  bit  or  advance; 

(5)  the  m>  imum  principal  amount  that  may  be  extended 
under  the  account,  hen  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 
outstanding  princlpa.i  balances  of  all  indebtedness  secured  by  the 
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ALLOWS  CERTAIN  LOANS  TO  BE  SECURED  ACAINST  IKE  EQUITY  IN  YOUR  HOME. 

SUCH  l,OANS  ARE  COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  EQUITY  LOANS.  IP  YOU  DO  NOT 
REPAY  THE  LOAN  OF.  IF  YOU  FAIL  TO  MEET  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  LOAN,  THE 
LENDER  MAY  FORECLOSE  AND  SELL  YOUR  HOME.  THE  CONSTITUTION  PROVIDES 
THAT: 

"  (A)  THE  LO.A>i  MUST  BE  VOLUNTARILY  CREATED  WITH  THE  CONSENT  OF 
EACH  OWNER  OF  YOUR  HOME  AND  EACH  OWNER'S  SPOUSE; 

"  (B)  THE  PRINCIPAL  LOAN  AMOUNT  AT  THE  TIME  THE  LOAN  IS  MADE 
MUST  NOT  EXCEED  AN  AMOUNT  TH.AT,  WHEN  ADDED  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL 
BALANCES  OF  ALL  OTHER  LIENS  AGAINST  YOUR  HOME,  IS  MORE  TH.AN  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  .^AIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME; 

" (C)  THE  LOAN  MUST  BE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 
AGAINST  YOU  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE  UNLESS  YOU  OR  YOUR  SPOUSE  OBTAINED  THIS 
EXTENSION  OF  CREDIT  BY  ACTUAL  FRAUD; 

” (D)  THE  LIEN  SECURING  THE  LOAN  MAY  BE  FORECLOSED  UPON  ONLY 
VJITK  A  COURT  ORDER; 

" [El  FEES  AND  CHARGES  TO  MAKE  THE  LOAN  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  2  t3] 
PERCENT  OF  T.HE  LOAN  AMOUNT,  EXCEPT  FOR  A  FES  OR  CHARGE  FOR  AH 


APPRAISAL 

PERFORMED  BY  A  THIRD  PARTY  APPRAISER,  A  PROPERTY  SURVEY 

PERFORMED 

BY  A 

STATE  REGISTERED  OR  LICENSED  SURVEYOR,  A  STATE  BASS 

PREMIUM 

FOR 

A  MORTGAGEE  POLICY  OF  TITLE  INSURANCE  WITH 

ENDORSEMENTS, 

OP.  A  TITLE  EXAMINATION  REPORT; 

”  (F) 

THE 

LOAN  MAY  NOT  BE  AN  OPEN-END  ACCOUNT  THAT  MAY  BE 

DEBITED  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  OR  UNDER  WHICH  CREDIT  HAY  BE  EXTENDED 
FROM  TIKE  TO  TIME  UNLES.S  IT  IS  A  HOKE  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(G)  YOU  MAY  PREPAY  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PENALTY  OR  C.HARGE; 

"(H)  NO  ADDITIONAL  COLLATERAL  MAY  BE  SECURITY  FOR  THE  LOAN; 

DROPERrY  THAT — FS — EESI^NATED-Ir'OR— AGR^IGULTURAIr  USE— A-S — OF  THE — DAT^,-^F 
CLOSING-; - WiLSSS — ¥HS — ACP.ICULTURAL — iiOMESTSAD — gROF-SaT-Y — IS — USED 

PRIiiARILY  FOR-T-HE-  PaoSUGTION  OF-H-L-LK}  ; 

"  ( J)  YOU  ARE  NOT  REQUIRED  TO  REPAY  THE  LOAN  EARLIER  THJIN 
AGREED  SOLELY  BEC.AUSE  THE  FAIR  MARKET  V.ALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  DECREASES 
OR  BECAUSE  YOU  DEFAULT  OK  ANOTHER  LOAN  TH.AT  IS  NOT  SECURED  BY  YOUR 
HOME ; 

"(K)  ONLY  ONE  LOAN  DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a) (6),  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  mV  BE  SECURED  WITH  YOUR  HOME  AT  ANY 
GIVEN  TIME; 

"(L)  THE  LOA.N  MUST  BE  SCHEDULED  TO  BE  REPAID  IN  PAYMENTS  THAT 
EQUAL  OR  EXCEED  THE  AMOUNT  OF  ACCRUED  INTEREST  FOR  EACH  PAYMENT 
PERIOD; 

"  (M)  THE  LOAN  MAY  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE  12  D.AYS  AFTER  YOU  SUBMIT  A 
LOAN  APPLICATION  TO  THE  LENDER  OR  BEFORE  12  DAYS  AFTER  YOU  RECEIVE 
THIS  NOTICE,  WHICHEVER  DATE  IS  LATER;  AND  KAY  NOT  WITHOUT  YOUR 
CONSENT  CLOSE  BEFORE  ONE  BUSINESS  D.AY  .AFTER  THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  YOU 
RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOUR  LOAN  APPLICATION  IF  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  PROVIDED 
.AND  A  FINAL  ITEMIZED  DISCLOSURE  OF  THE  ACTUAL  FEES,  POINTS, 
INTEREST,  COSTS,  AND  CHARGES  THAT  WILL  BE  CHARGED  .AT  CLOSING;  AND 
IF  YOUR  HOME  WAS  SECURITY  FOR  THE  SAME  TYPE  OF  LOA^7  WITHIN  THE  PAST 
YEAR,  A  NEW  LOAN  SECURED  BY  THE  SAME  PROPERTY  MAY  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE 
ONE  YEAR  HAS  PASSED  FROM  THE  CLOSING  DATE  OF  THE  OTHER  LOAN,  UNLESS 
ON  OATH  YOU  REQUEST  AN  EARLIER  CLOSING  DUE  TO  A  DECLARED  STATE  OF 
EMERGENCY; 

"  (N)  THE  LOAN  MAY  CLOSF,  ONLY  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  LENDER, 
TITLE  COMPANY,  OR  AN  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW; 

"  (O)  THE  LENDER  MAY  CHARGE  ANY  FIXED  OR  VARIABLE  RATE  OF 
INTERE.ST  AUTHORIZED  BY  STATUTE; 

"(P)  ONLY  A  lAKFULLY  AUTHORIZED  LENDER  t-!AY  MAKE  LOANS 
DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a)(6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION; 

"(0)  LO.ANS  DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a)  (6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE 
TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  MUST: 

"(1)  NOT  REQUIRE  YOU  TO  APPLY  THE  PROCEEDS  TO  ANOTHER  DEBT 
EXCEPT  A  DEBT  THAT  IS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME  OR  OKED  TO  ANOTHER 
LENDER; 

"(2)  NOT  REQUIRE  TH.AT  YOU  ASSIGN  MAGES  AS  SECURITY; 

"(3)  NOT  REQUIRE  THAT  YOU  EXECUTE  INSTRUMENTS  WHICH  HAVE 
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property. 

(f)  A  refinance  of  debt  secured  by  the  homestead,  any  portion 
of  which  is  an  exten,  -on  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6) 
of  this  section,  may  not  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  the 
homestead  unless  elti  jr : 

(1}  the  r‘  inanoe  of  the  debt  is  an  extension  of  credit 
described  by  Subsect  :  >n  (a)  16)  or  (a)  (7)  of  this  section;  or 
(2)  all  0‘  the  following  conditions  are  met: 

lA)  I.. :ie  refinance  is  not  closed  before  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  d"!  .e  the  extension  of  credit  was  closed; 

[B)  :ie  refinanced  extension  of  credit  does  not 
include  the  advance  ,  *  any  additional  funds  other  than: 

;  )  funds  advanced  to  refinance  a  debt 
described  bv  Subsactj  ns  (a)  ID  through  (a) (7)  of  this  section;  or 
, vi)  actual  costs  and  reserves  required  bv  the 
lender  to  refinance  : ne  debt; 

(C)  le  refi.nance  of  the  extension  of  credit  is  of 
a  principal  amount  t'  at  wlien  added  to  the  agoreoate  total  of  the 
outstanding  principa;  balances  of  all  other  indebtedness  secured  by 
valid  encumbrances  oj  record  against  the  homestead  does  not  exceed 


80  oercent  of  the  fe 

r  market  value  of  the  homestead  on  the  date 

the  refinance  of  the 

-■xtension  of  credit  is  made;  and 

ID) 

'\e  lender  orovides  the  owner  the  followinq 

written  notice  or.  a 

ieoarate  document  not  laier  than  the  third 

business  dav  after  tl 

date  the  owner  subirdts  tne  loan  aoolication 

to  the  lender  and  at 

'east  12  days  before  the  date  the  refinance  of 

the  extension  of  ere 

.t  is  closed; 

"YOUR  EXISTING  PAN  THAT  YOU  DESIRE  YO  RSFIN.AHCE  IS  A  HOMS 
equity  loan,  you  MA^^fiAVE  THE  OPTION  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  HOMS  EQUITY 
LOAN  AS  EITHER  A  HOHI  EQUITY  l.OAH  OR  AS  A  NON-H3KE  EQUITY  LO.AH,  IF 


OFFERED  BY  YOUR  LENDF; 

"HOME  EQUITY  LC  -NS  HAVE  IMPORTANT  CONSUMER  PROTECTIONS ■  A 

LENDER  MAY  ONLY  FOR' "iLOSE  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN . EASED  ON  A  COURT 

ORDER.  A  HOME  EQUIT  ■  LOAN  MUST  BE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL 
LIABILITY  .AGAINST  YON  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE. 

"IF  YOU  HAVE  APiLIED  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HOME  EQUITY 

LOAN  AS  A  NON-HOME  ~OUTTY  LOAN.  YOU  HILL  LOSE  CERTAIN  CONSUMER 

PROTECTIONS,  A  NON-I  P.ME  EQUITY  REFINANCED  LOAN: 


"(1)  WILL  ''ERMIT  THE  LENDER  TO  FORECLOSE  WITHOUT  A  COURT 


ORDER; 

"(2) 

HILL  BE  WITH  RECOURSE  FOR 

PERSONAL  LIABILITY 

AGATJOST 

YOU  AND 

YOUR  SPOUSE;  AND 

"13) 

MAY  :.S0  CONTAIN  OTHER  TERMS  OR 

CONDITIONS  THAT  1-LAY 

NOT  BE  PERMITTED  IN  .  TRADITIONAL  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN. 


"BEFORE  YOU  REF  JANCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  TO  MAKE 
IT  A  NON-HOME  EQUITY  QAM,  YOU  SHOULD  MAKE  SURE  YOU  UNDERSTAND  T.HAT 

YOU  ARE  WAIVING  IM:  JRTANT  PROTECTIONS  THAT  HOME . EQUITY  LOANS 

PROVIDE  UNDER  THE  !  ’S  AND  SHOULD  CONSIDER . CONSULTING  WITH  AN 

ATTORNEY  OF  YOUR  CHOi  SING  REGARDING  THESE  PROTECTIONS. 

"YOU  MAY  WISH  T'  ASK  YOUR  LENDER  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  LOAN  A.S  A 
HOME  EQUITY  LOAN.  H  NEVER,  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  HAY  HAVE  “a'HIGHER 
INTEREST  RATE  AND  Cli  SING  COSTS  TH.AN  A  NON-HOME  EQUITY  LOAN." 

(f-1)  A  lien  s-curing  a  refinance  of  debt  under  Subsection 

(f)  (2)  of  this  seo.  Ion  is  deemed  to  be  a  lien described  bv 

Subsection  (a)  (4)  of  this  section.  -An  affidavit  executed  by  the 
owner  or  the  owner's  :pouse  acknowledging  that  the  regulreraents  of 

Subsection  (f)  (21  o  this  section  have  been  met  conclusively 

establishes  that  the-  requirements  of  Subsection  (a)  (<!)  of  this 

section  have  been  me  . 

(g)  An  extensii-'i  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  la)  (S)  or 
this  section  may  be  secured  by  a  va.lid  lien  against  homestead 
property  if  the  exte. lion  of  credit  is  not  closed  before  the  12th 
day  after  the  lender  -rovides  the  owner  with  the  following  written 
notice  on  a  separate  instrument: 

"NOTICE  CONCERN:  MG  E.XTENSIONS  OF  CREDIT  DEFINED  BY  SECTION 
50(a) (6),  ARTICLE  XV:,  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION: 

"SECTION  50(a)  (t),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXJIS  CONSTITUTION 
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extension  of  credit? 


(viii)  the  oviner  of  the  homestead  and  any 
spouse  of  the  owner  may,  within  three  days  after  the  extension  of 
credit  is  made,  rescind  the  extension  of  credit  without  penalty  or 
charge? 

(ix)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  the  lender 
sign  a  written  acknowledgment  as  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
homestead  property  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(x)  except  as  provided  by  Subparagraph  ixi)  of 
this  paragraph,  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for  the 
extension  of  credit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of  the 
extension  of  credit  if  the  lender  or  holder  fails  to  comply  with 
the  lender’s  or  holder's  obligations  under  the  extension  of  credit 
and  fails  to  correct  the  failure  to  comply  not  later  than  the  60th 
day  after  the  date  the  lender  or  holder  is  notified  by  the  borrower 
of  the  lender's  failure  to  comply  by: 

{a)  paying  to  the  owner  an  amount  equal 
to  any  overcharge  paid  by  the  owner  under  or  related  to  the 
extension  of  cred.t  if  the  owner  has  paid  an  amount  that  exceeds  an 
amount  stated  in  the  applicable  Paragraph  {E) ,  {G) ,  or  (0)  of  this 
subdivision; 

(b)  sending  the  owner  a  written 
acknowledgement  that  the  lien  is  valid  only  in  the  amount  that  the 
extension  of  credit  does  not  exceed  the  percentage  described  by 
Paragraph  (B)  of  this  subdivision,  if  applicable,  or  is  not  secured 
by  property  described  under  Paragraph  (H)  (es — of  this 
subdivision,  if  applicable; 

(c)  sending  the  owner  a  written  notice 
modifying  any  other  amount,  percentage,  term,  or  other  provision 
prohibited  fay  this  section  to  a  permitted  amount,  percentage,  term, 
or  other  provision  and  adjusting  the  account  of  the  borrower  to 
ensure  that  the  borrower  is  not  required  to  pay  more  than  an  amount 
permitted  by  this  section  and  is  not  subject  to  any  other  term  or 
provision  prohibited  by  this  section? 

(d)  delivering  the  required  documents  to 
the  borrower  if  the  lender  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (v)  of 
this  paragraph  or  obtaining  the  appropriate  signatures  if  the 
lender  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (ix)  of  this  paragraph; 

(e)  sending  the  owner  a  v;ritten 
acknowledgement,  if  the  failure  to  comply  is  prohibited  by 
Paragraph  (K)  of  this  subdivision,  that  the  accrual  of  interest  and 
all  of  the  owner’s  obligations  under  the  extension  of  credit  are 
abated  while  any  prior  lien  prohibited  under  Paragraph  (K)  remains 
secured  by  the  homestead?  or 

(f)  if  the  failure  to  comply  cannot  be 
cured  under  Subparagraphs  (x)(a}-(e)  of  this  paragraph,  curing  the 
failure  to  comply  by  a  refund  or  credit  to  the  owner  of  51,000  and 
offering  the  owner  the  right  to  refinance  the  extension  of  credit 
with  the  lender  or  holder  for  the  remaining  term  of  the  loan  at  no 
cost  to  the  owner  on  the  same  terms,  including  interest,  as  the 
original  extension  of  credit  with  any  modifications  necessary  to 
comply  with  this  section  or  on  terms  on  which  the  owner  and  the 
lender  or  holder  otherwise  agree  that  comply  with  this  section?  and 

(xi}  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for 
the  extension  of  credit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of 
the  extension  of  credit  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  by  a 
person  other  than  a  person  described  under  Paragraph  {P)  of  this 
subdivision  or  if  the  lien  was  not  created  under  a  vjritten 
agreement  with  the  consent  of  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse, 
unless  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse  who  did  not  initially 
consent  subsequently  consents; 

(■?)  a  reverse  mortgage;  or 

(8}  the  conversion  and  refinance  of  a  personal  property 
lien  secured  by  a  manufactured  home  to  a  lien  on  real  property, 
including  the  refinance  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  manufactured 
home,  the  cost  of  installing  the  manufactured  home  on  the  real 
property,  and  the  refinance  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  real 
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lucdify  previously  pr  'ided  documentation  on  the  date  of  closing; 

and 

;  ii)  the  first  anniversary  of  the  closing 
date  of  any  other  f  tension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection 
(a) (6)  of  this  secti  n  secured  by  the  same  homestead  property, 
except  a  refinance  described  by  Paragraph  (Q) (x) (f)  of  this 
subdivision,  unless  v-e  owner  on  oath  requests  an  earlier  closing 
due  to  a  state  of  emi  gency  that: 

(a)  has  been  declared  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  or  he  governor  as  provided,  by  lav/?  and 

(b)  applies  to  the  area  where  the 

homestead  is  located^ 

(N)  .  closed  only  at  the  office  of  the  lender,  an 
attorney  at  law,  or  <  title  company; 

(0}  i  rmits  a  lender  to  contract  for  and  receive 
any  fixed  or  variable  rate  of  interest  authorized  under  statute; 

(P)  :  made  by  one  of  the  following  that  has  not 
been  found  by  a  fede  ,j1  regulatory  agency  to  have  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  refusing  o  make  loans  because  the  applicants  for  the 
loans  reside  or  the  property  proposed  to  secure  the  loans  is 
located  in  a  certain  rea: 

f  )  a  bank,  savings  and  loan  association, 
savings  bank,  or  cred  t  union  doing  business  under  the  laws  of  this 
state  or  the  United  States,  inciudinq  a  subsidiary  of  a  bank, 
savings  and  loan  a  >ociation,  savings  bank,  or  credit  union 
described  by  this  sul  :aragraph; 

'  i)  a  federally  chartered  lending 
instrumentality  or  a  .>erson  approved  as  a  mortgagee  by  the  United 
States  governroenc  to  .ake  federally  insured  loans; 

‘ii)  a  person  licensed  to  make  regulated 
loans,  as  provided  by  statute  of  this  state; 

iv)  a  person  who  sold  the  homestead  property 
to  the  current  owner  nd  v/ho  provided  all  or  part  of  the  financing 
for  the  purchase; 

'  •)  a  person  who  is  related  to  the  homestead 
property  owner  wit  in  the  second  degree  of  affinity  or 
consanguinity;  or 

/i)  a  person  regulated  by  this  state  as  a 
mortgage  banker  or  m-  tgage  company  [broker] ;  and 

(Q)  j-.  made  on  the  condition  Chat: 

)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  is  not  required 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  extension  of  credit  to  repay  another 
debt  except  debt  se  jred  by  the  homestead  or  debt  to  another 
lender; 

i)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  assign 
wages  as  security  fo  the  extension  of  credit; 

ii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  any 
instrument  in  which  blanks  relating  to  substantive  terms  of 
agreement  are  left  t'  be  filled  in; 

.  V)  the  ov/ner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  a 
confession  of  judgme*  or  power  of  attorney  to  the  lender  or  to  a 
tliird  person  to  conf  ?s  judgment  or  to  appear  for  the  owner  in  a 
judicial  proceeding; 

;)  at  the  time  ths  extension  of  credit  is 
made,  the  owner  of  t:  homestead  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  final 
loan  application  and  11  executed  documents  signed  by  the  owner  at 
closing  related  to  V  •  extension  of  credit; 

/i)  the  security  instruments  securing  the 
extension  of  credit  ;ontain  a  disclosure  that  the  extension  of 
credit  is  the  type  o*  credit  defined  by  Subsection  (a) (6)  of  this 
section  [Santion  SO-C.  :(6),  Artialo  Texag--5Qr.GtitaM-on] ; 

'  "ii)  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
termination  and  full  ayment  of  the  extension  of  credit,  the  lender 
cancel  and  return  the  promissory  note  to  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
and  give  the  owner,  in  recordable  form,  a  release  of  the  lien 
securing  the  extensi  n  of  credit  or  a  copy  of  an  endorsement  and 
assignment  of  the  ien  to  a  lender  that  is  refinancing  the 
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the  homestead  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

<C)  Is  without  recourse  for  personal  liability 
against  each  owner  and  the  spouse  of  each  owner,  unless  the  owner 
or  spouse  obtained  the  extension  of  credit  by  actual  fraud; 

(D)  is  secured  by  a  lien  that  may  be  foreclosed 
upon  only  by  a  court  order; 

(B)  does  not  requite  the  owner  or  the  owner's 
spouse  to  pay,  in  addition  to  any  interest  or  any  bona  fide 
discount  points  used  to  buy  down  the  interest  rate,  any  fees  to  any 
person  that  are  necessary  to  originate,  evaluate,  maintain,  record, 
insure,  or  service  the  extension  of  credit  that  exceed,  in  the 
aggregate,  two  (thrco]  percent  of  the  original  principal  amount  of 
the  extension  of  credit,  excluding  fees  for: 

(i)  an  appraisal  performed  by  a  third  party 

appraiser; 

(ii)  a  property  survey  performed  by  a  state 
registered  or  licensed  surveyor; 

(iii)  a  state  base  premium  for  a  mortgagee 
policy  of  title  insurance  with  endorsements  established  in 


accordance  with  state  law;  or 

(iv)  a  title  examination 

report  if  its  cost  is 

less  than 

the  state  base  premium  for  a  mortaaqee  policy  of 

title 

insurance 

vfithout  endorsements  established  in 

accordance  with 

state 

law; 

(F)  is  not  a  form  of  open-end  account  that  may  be 
debited  from  time  to  time  or  under  which  credit  may  be  extended 
from  time  to  time  unless  the  open-end  account  is  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit; 

(Gi  is  payable  in  advance  without  penalty  or  other 


charge; 


(H)  is  not  secured  by  any  additional 
personal  property  other  than  the  homestead; 

(1}  {repealed}  (4rS — — seoured by->~" 

p£€perty--thar‘-'OR’’'-t'ho-da-tLO"e-f--c-l-op-ing  is  dGoignatcd-"for  '  agj 

use- . t-s-' provided  by  otututoo  govfrr-nir.g  propert-y—texy-^n 


real  or 

■homegrtree-d 

rx.-eul-t'ur-al: 

^ress — sue-h 


(Ji  may  not  be  accelerated  because  of  a  decrease  xn 
the  market  value  of  the  homestead  or  because  of  the  owner's  default 


under  other  indebtedness  not  secured  by  a  prior  valid  encumbrance 
against  the  homestead; 

(K)  is  the  only  debt  secured  by  the  homestead  at 
the  time  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  unless  the  other  debt  was 
made  for  a  purpose  described  by  Subsections  {a) (1} - (a) (5}  or 
Subsection  (a) (8}  of  this  section; 

(Lj  is  scheduled  to  be  repaid: 

{i)  in  substantially  equal  successive  periodic 
installments,  not  more  often  than  every  14  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  beg_rming  no  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  is  made,  each  of  which  equals  or  exceeds  the 
amount  of  accrued  interest  as  of  the  date  of  the  scheduled 
installment;  or 

(ii)  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  a  home 
equity  line  of  credit,  in  periodic  payments  described  under 
Subsection  (t)  {8)  of  this  section; 

(M‘  is  closed  not  before; 

(i)  the  12th  day  after  the  later  of  the  date 
that  the  owner  of  the  homestead  submits  a  loan  application  to  the 
lender  for  the  extension  of  credit  or  the  date  that  the  lender 
provides  the  ov/ner  a  copy  of  the.  notice  prescribed  by  Subsection 
{g)  of  this  section; 

{ii)  one  business  day  after  the  date  that  the 
owner  of  the  homestead  receives  a  copy  of  the  loan  application  if 
not  previously  provided  and  a  final  itemized  disclosure  of  the 
actual  fees,  points,  interest,  costs,  and  charges  that  will  be 
charged  at  closing.  If  a  bona  fide  emergency  or  another  good  cause 
exists  and  the  ierder  obtains  the  written  consent  of  the  owner,  the 
lender  may  provide  the  documentation  to  the  owner  or  the  lender  may 
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provisions  of  the  Te;.5s  Constitution,'' 

STATS  OF  TEXAS  PROPO- rT3;ON  2  S.J.R.  No.  60 

iENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitu  ional  amendinent  establishing  a  lower  amount 
for  expenses  that  car  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain 
financing  expense  lii  tations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing 
certain  authorized  }  riders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing 
certain  options  for  1  e  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing 
the  threshold  for  an  :idvance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 
allowing  home  equity  -.oans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Sec  -on  50,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  Is 
amended  by  amending  ibsections  (a),  (f),  {g),  and  (t)  and  adding 
Subsection  (f-1)  to  ad  as  follows: 

(a)  The  homest.  id  of  a  family,  or  of  a  single  adult  person, 

shall  be,  and  is  hert  y  protected  from  forced  sale,  for  the  payment 

of  all  debts  except  •  )r: 

(1)  the  T.  irchase  money  thereof,  or  a  part  of  such 
purchase  money; 

(2)  the  t'  .;es  due  thereon; 

iS)  an  ow^ -ty  of  partition  imposed  against  the  entirety 
of  the  property  by  a  court  order  or  by  a  written  agreement  of  the 
parties  to  the  parti  Ion,  including  a  debt  of  one  spouse  in  favor 
of  the  other  spouse  resulting  from  a  division  or  an  award  of  a 
family  homestead  in  divorce  proceeding; 

(4)  the  ‘finance  of  a  lien  against  a  homestead, 

including  a  federal  ax  lien  resulting  from  the  tax  debt  of  both 

spouses,  if  the  home  tead  is  a  family  homestead,  or  from  the  tax 

debt  of  the  owner; 

(5)  work  and  material  used  in  constructing  new 
improvements  thereon,  if  contracted  for  in  v/riting,  or  work  and 
material  used  to  rep  ir  or  renovate  existing  improvements  thereon 
if: 

(A)  ’  le  work  and  material  are  contracted  for  in 

writing,  with  the  cor  sent  of  both  spouses,  in  the  case  of  a  family 
homestead,  given  in  1  .e  same  manner  as  is  required  in  making  a  sale 
and  conveyance  of  th'  homestead; 

(B)  V  he  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is  not 
executed  by  the  owne  or  the  owner's  spouse  before  the  fifth  day 
after  the  owner  mak'  s  written  application  for  any  extension  of 
credit  for  the  work  c  :d  material,  unless  the  wcrk  and  material  are 
necessary  to  compie  a  immediate  repairs  to  conditions  on  the 
homestead  property  t:  .it  mate.rially  affect  the  health  or  safety  o,f 
the  owner  or  person  .  -siding  in  the  homestead  and  the  owner  of  the 
homestead  acknowledg  such  in  writing; 

(C)  ne  contract  for  the  work  and  material 
expressly  provides  tl  the  owner  may  rescind  the  contract  without 
penalty  or  charge  w  .hin  three  days  after  the  execution  of  the 
contract  by  all  part:  -s,  unless  the  work  and  material  a.re  necessary 
to  complete  immedia  e  repairs  to  conditions  on  the  homestead 
property  that  materi  liy  affect  the  health  or  safety  of  the  owner 
or  person  residing  ii  the  homestead  and  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
acknowledges  such  in  rriting;  and 

(D)  -  le  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is 
executed  by  the  ov;ne>  and  the  owner's  spouse  only  at  the  off. ice  of 
a  third-party  lender  v.aking  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  work  and 
material,  an  attorne*.  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(6)  an  ex*  snsion  of  credit  that: 

(A)  :■  i  secured  by  a  voluntary  lien  on  the  homestead 

created  under  a  writ  an  agreement  with  the  consent  of  each  ov/ner 
and  each  owner's  spo  se; 

^3)  5  of  a  principal  amount  that  when  added  to  the 

aggregate  total  of  t*  :  outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other 
indebtedness  secured  by  valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the 
homestead  does  not  e  .ceed  80  percent  of  the  fair  market  value  of 


Page  -2  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000095 


H.J.R.  No.  21 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  1 

HOaSI?:  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  part  of  the 
market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  or  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled  veteran  if 
the  residence  homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a 
charitable  organization  for  loss  than  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of 
the  Texas  Constitution. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Section  I-b(l),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.R.  24,  83rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

(l)  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
partially  disabled  veteran  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  a  percentage  of  the  market  value  of  the 
disabled  veteran's  residence  homestead  that  is  equal  to  the 
percentage  of  disability  of  the  disabled  veteran  if  the  residence 
homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a  charitable 
organization  for  less  than  the  market  value  of  the  residence 
homestead,  including  at  no  cost  to  the  disabled  veteran.  The 
legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  additional  eligibility 
requirements  for  the  exemption.  For  purposes  of  this  subsection, 
"psttialiy  disabled  veteran"  means  a  disabled  veteran  as  described 
by  Section  2(b)  of  this  article  who  is  certified  as  having  a 
disability  rating  of  less  than  100  percent.  A  limitation  or 
restrictio.n  on  a  disabled  veteran's  entitlement  to  an  exemption 
under  Section  2(o)  of  this  article,  or  on  the  amount  of  an 
exemption  under  Section  2(b),  does  not  apply  to  an  exempt.i.on  under 
this  subsection. 

.SECTION  2.  Section  l-b{l).  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.R.  62,  83rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  redesignated  as  Section  l-b(m),  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  to  read  as  follows: 

(m)  (-(-M-]  The  iGgisJ.ature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 
surviving  spouse  of  a  member  of  the  armed  services  of  the  United 
States  v;ho  is  killed  in  action  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
surviving  spouse's  residence  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has 
not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  member  of  the  armed  services. 

SECTION  3.  Section  l-b(m),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
is  redesignated  as  Section  l-b(n),  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  and  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

(n)  I’M*]  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
surviving  spouse  who  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 
accordance  with  Subsection  (m?  (-{-14-]  of  this  section  and  who 
subsequently  qualifies  a  different  property  as  the  surviving 
spouse's  residence  homestead  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  the  subsequently  qualified  homestead  in  an 
amount  equal  to  the  dollar  amount  of  the  exemption  from  ad  valorem 
taxation  of  the  first  homestead  for  which  the  exemption  was 
received  in  accorda:ice  with  Subsection  (m)  (414-)  of  this  section  in 
the  last  year  in  which  the  surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption 
in  accordance  with  that  subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the 
surviving  spouse  has  not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  member  of 
the  armed  services . 

SECTION  4.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  Co  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  ”The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 
legislature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
part  of  the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially 
disabled  veteran  or  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  if  the  residence  homestead  'was  donated  to  the  di-sabled 
veteran  by  a  charitable  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value 
of  the  residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related 
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H  J.R.  NS  37 


PROPUESTA  NUMERO  7  DEE  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  cAmARA  DE  REPRESENTANTE5 

Se  propone  una  enmiencia  constitucionai  con  relacion  ai  poder  legislativa  para  permitir  que  las 
cooperativas  de  credlto  y  otras  instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para 
promover  el  ahorro. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCI6n  1.  la  Secclon  47,  Artlculo  III,  de  fa  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  afiadlendo  la 
Subseccion  (d*2}  para  ieerse  de  fa  stguiente  manera: 

fd-2)  La  subseccion  (a1  de  esta  seccion  no  le  nrohibe  a  la  leelslatura  autorizar  a  las 

cooperativas  de  cr^dlto  v  a  otras  jnstituclones  financieras  llevar  a  cabo.  conforms  a  los  t^rminos  v 

condiclones  imouestos  por  lev  general  actividades  oromoclonales  para  promover  el  ahorro  en  las 

cuales  los  premios  son  otorgados  a  uno  o  m^s  de  los  deoositantes  de  fas  cooperativas  de  credito  o 

instituciones  financieras  elegidos  Por  sorteo. 

5ECCI6n  2.  Esta  enmlcnda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  Itevard  a  cabo  el  7  de  novicmbre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "La  enmienda  constitucional 
reiaclonada  con  el  poder  legislativo  para  permitir  que  las  cooperativas  de  credito  y  otras 
instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para  promover  el  ahorro". 
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automovlles  reconodda  a  nivt-  ■iaclonai  en  un  estadlo  de  este  estado  oue  tenea  una  caoactdad 
permanente  para  no  menos  d‘  /5.000  personas  scntadas: 

unaorgan^?.  ion  anfitriona  de  un  evento  de  la  Asodadon  de  Golf  Profesional:  q 
(4)  cualouieroi  ^  6Q^ipo  depottivp  profesional  deflnido  oor  la  lev. 

SECCION  2.  Estd  enmie  ia  constltudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  efeccidn,  ia  cual  $e  lievara  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresay  debe  permitir  votary  favor  o  en  contra  dela  proposiclonr'la  enmienda  constltudonal 
sobre  ias  fundadones  benefica  de  equipos  deportivos  profesionales  que  realizan  rifascaritativas". 

PROPUESTA  NOMERO  6  DEI  F  FADO  DE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  m  1 

R‘  '=OLUa6N  CONJUNTA  DELSEMADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  cor  '  itudonal  que  autoriza  a  )a  legislature  a  ofrecer  una  exencidn  de) 
Impuesto  ad  valorem  de  (a  toti  dad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del 
c6nyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  a  onte  de  prlmera  Intervencidnquien  esmatadoo  hen’do  demuerte 
en  acto  de  servicio". 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DELE  ADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUEIVE: 

SECC|6ni.  LaSeccion  :  b,Artfculo VII), dela Constituclonde Texas, semodlficaanadlendo 
las  Subsecciones  (o)  y  (p)  para  .^erse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

foi  La  legisiatura.  por  ii->v  general,  ouede  dlsponer  cue  el  convuee  sohreviviente  de  un 
agente  de  orimera  intervencir'  i  QUien  es  matado  o  hericio  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio  tiene 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencid*  del  impuesto  gd  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  de  parte  de)  valor  de 

mercado  de  la  residencia  print  jal  del  convuee  sobrevivlente.  mientras  este  no  se  hava  vuelto  a 
casar  desde  la  muerte  del  agei  ede  primera  intervencion.  La  legisiatura.  POr  lev  general,  ouede 
definir  *^agente  de  crimera  vencidn*"  para  los  oropositos  de  esta  suhseccion  v  nuede  prescribir 
reouisitos  de  eiggibilidad  adici  nates  oara  recibir  la  exencion  autorizaca  en  esta  subseccldn. 

(p|  La  legisiatura.  por  general,  puede  dlsooner  oue  un  cdnvuee  sobrevivlente.  oue 
callfica  para  recibir  v  recibe  un  exendon  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subsecdon  (a)  de  esta  seccion  v  quo 
posteriofmente  califica  una  on-  iedad  distinta  como  su  residencia  principal,  tiene  derecho  a  recibir 
una  exencton  del  tmpuesto  ari  valorem  de  la  residencia  calificada  postert'ormente  en  un  monto 
eauivalente  al  valor  en  dolare’.  de  la  exencion  del  Impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  primera  residencia 
oor  la  oue  se  recibio  la  exencio  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subsecdon  (oi  de  esta  secdon  en  el  ultimo  afio 
en  que  el  cdnvuee  sobrevtvieni  ;  recibid  la  exendon  conforme  a  esa  subseccion  oara  esa  residencia 
mientras  este  no  se  hava  vuel‘  >  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del  agente  de  primera  intervencion. 


SECCICN  2.  La  stguienl  disposicidn  temporal  es  afiadlda  a  la  Constituclon  de  Texas: 
PISPOSICI6n  TEMPOP  >L.  fa^  Esta  disposicidn  temporal  se  aplica  a  la  enmienda 
constitucional  propuesta  nor  <  8S^  Scsidn  Lesislativa.  Seslon  Regular.  20X7.  oue  autoriza  a  la 

legisiatura  a  ofrecer  una  exenc  nn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totafldad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 

mercado  de  la  residencia  p  ncipal  del  cdnvuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  aeente  de  primera 
intervencidn  gulen  es  matado  >  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio. 

fbl  Las  Secciones  l’b^  ^  v  foK  Artfculo  Vill.  de  esta  constituclon  entran  en  efecto  el  1  de 
enero  de  2018  v  se  aplican  s6>  a  u  n  aRo  trtbutario  oue  comlence  en  o  despues  de  esa  fecha. 
fc)  Esta  disposicion  tci  ooral  caducaei  1  de  enero  de  2019. 


SECCi^N  3.  Esta  enmie  da  constltudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presen  tada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  elecddn,  la  cual  se  ilevar .  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
Impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar ..  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicidn:  "La  enmienda  constltudonal 
que  autoriza  a  la  legisiatura  a  <  frecer  una  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalldad  o  de 
parte  del  valor  de  mercado  dt  n  residencia  principal  del  conyuge  sobrevivlente  de  un  agente  de 
primera  intervencidn  quien  es  }natado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio". 
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<21  prescribir  un  penodo  razonabie,  de  no  mas  de  45  dia&  despugs  de  ]a  dlsposicion 
de  esa  notificacion.  durante  ef  cual  el  tribunal  no  ouedc  dictaminaf  aue  dtcha  lev  es 

inconstitucional. 


SECOON  2.  La  sigulente  disposicidn  temporaf  es  anadida  a  la  Constituddn  de  Texas: 
OlSPOSIClbN  TEMPORAL,  (g)  Esta  diSDOSicion  temporal  se  aplica  con  respecto  a  la 

enmienda  constitucional  proouesta  por  fa  85^  Scslon  legislativa.  Sesion  Regular.  2017.  aue 

autofiza  a  la  ienlslatura  a  requenr  aue  un  tribunal  notifioue  al  fiscal  general  de  una  imouenadon 

de  la  constituclonalidad  de  una  lev  estatal  v  autonza  a  ia  leaislatura  a  fmooner  un  oerfodo  de 

espera.  no  mayor  de  45  d>as.  antes  de  cue  ei  tribunal  oueda  dlctamlnar  aue  ia  lev  estatal  es 

inconstitucionaf. 

(bl  La  Seccion  402.010  del  Cddlco  de  Gobierno.  seg<ln  io  aeregado  en  el  Capituio  808  <H.B. 

<Provecto  de  Lev  de  la  Camara  de  Reoresentantesl  24251,  Leves  de  la  82S  Sesion  Legrsfativa,  Sesion 

Regular.  2011.  v  modificada  en  el  Capituio  1162  fS.8.  <Provscto  de  Lev Senatoriali  3921  v el Caottulo 

1276  <H.8. 143S1.  Leves  de  la  83^  Sesion  Legislativa.  Sesion  Regular^  2013.  se  valida  v  se  hace 

efectiva  co»  la  aprobacidn  de  la  enmienda  constitucional  descrita  en  la  Subsecctdn  (a)  de  esta 

dispostcion  temporal  v  se  aplica  solo  a  una  petidon.  mocidn  u  otro  escrito  presentadp  a  partir  del  1 

de  enero  de  2Q18. 

(cl  Esta  dlsppsidon  temporal  caduca  el  2  de  enero  de  2018. 

$ECCI6n  3.  Esta  en  mienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  Ids  votantes  en 
una  elecdon,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boieta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitlr  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposidonr  ''La  enmienda  constitucional 
que  autoriza  a  fa  legislatura  a  rcquerir  quc  un  tribur^al  notiflque  al  fiscal  general  de  una 
Impugnadon  de  ia  constituclonalidad  de  una  ley  estatal  y  autonza  a  la  legislatura  a  fmponer  un 
periodo  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dlctamlnar  que  la  ley  estatal  es  Inconstitucional". 

PROPUESTA  nOmERO  S  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  HJ.R.  NS  100 

RE50LUCI6N  CONJUNTA  de  la  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucional  sobre  las  fundaciones  beneficas  de  equipos  deportivos 
profesionaies  que  realizan  rifas  caritativas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCI6n  1.  La  Seccion  47fd-i),  Artlculo  HI.  de  la  Constituddn  de  Texas,  se  modifica  para 
ieerse  dela  siguiente  manera: 

(d-1)  La  legislatura.  por  ley  genera!,  puede  permitirle  a  la  fundacl6n  benefica  de  un  equipo 
deportivo  profesional  realizar  rifas  caritativas  conforme  a  los  terminos  y  condiclones  Impuestos 
por  ley  general.  La  ley  puede  autorizar  a  la  fundacidn  benefica  a  pagar,  con  los  Ingreses 
provenientes  de  las  rifas.  gastos  administrativos.  de  publicldad  y  de  promocion  que  sean 
razonables.  Una  ley  sanclonada  conforme  a  esta  subseccion  se  aolica  (puedo  apllearse]  sdloa  una 
entidad  [quo  soa]  deflnida  como  la  fundacidn  benefica  de  un  equipo  deportivo  profesional  de 
acuerdo  con  esa  lev  [al  1  dG-cnerO"de-3C)-16,J  y  solo  puede  permitir  que  las  rifas  caritativas  sean 
realizadas  en  partidos  organizados  en  el  estadio  local  del  equipo  deportivo  profesional  asociado  a 
la  fundacion  benefica  de  ese  equipo  deportivo  profesional.  En  esta  subseccion^  un  "eoulpo 
deportivo  orofestonar  sieniflca: 

111  un  eQuIpo  ofganizado  en  este  estado  oue  es  mlembro  de  fa  Llea  Mayor  de 
Beisboi.  la  Asoclaclon  Nacional  de  Baloncesto,  la  LIga  Nacional  de  Hockey,  ia  Liea  Nadonal  de 

Futbol  Americano,  las  Ligas  Mavores  de  Futbol,  la  Liga  Estadounldense  de  Hockey,  la  Liga  de 

Hockey  de  la  Costa  Este.  a  Asoclaclon  Estadounidense  de  Beisboi  Profesional  indeoendiente.  la 

Liga  de  Beisboi  Profesional  del  Atlantico.  las  ligas  Menores  de  B^lsbol,  la  Liga  de  Desarrollo  de  la 

Asociacion  Nacional  de  Baloncesto.  ia  Uga  Nacional  de  Futbol  Profesional  Femenino,  la  Liga  Mayor 

de  Futbol  Rapido.  la  Ligg  de  Futbol  Unida  o  la  Asodacidn  t*jaclona]  de  Baloncesto  Femenino; 

{21  una  persona  que  oreaniza  una  earrera  de  autos  autorizada  oor  la  Asociacion 
Nacional  de  Carreras  de  Automoviles  de  Serie  (NASCARK  INDYCar  u  otra  asoclaclon  de  carreras  de 
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afloDtada  nor  los  votantes  V  a  'uca  el  1  de  engro  de  2019. 


SECC|6n  3.  Esta  enmir-,  ,da  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  see  presentada  a  !os  votanws  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  novlembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicldn:  "La  enmienda  constitudonal 
para  establecer  una  cantidad  inenor  para  los  gastos  que  se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatario  y 
eliminar  ciertas  limitaciones  de  gastos  de  financiamiento  para  un  prestamo  con  garantia 
hipotecaria,  establecer  cierto;  prestamistas  autorlzados  para  hacer  un  prdstamo  con  garantia 
hipotecarla,  cambiar  ciertas  c,  clones  para  el  refinanclamlento  de  los  prestamos  con  garantia 
hipotecaria,  cambiar  el  umbra!  ,  ara  un  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  y 
otorgar  prestamos  con  garanb  hipotecaria  sobre  ias  granjas  agricolas". 

PROPUESTA  NOMERO  3  DEL  r  TADODE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  N«  34 

R  ioluciOnconjuntadelsenado 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  co.  .titucional  que  limite  el  servicio  de  ciertos  funcionarios  pubticos 
despues  del  venclmlento  del  t  sndato  de  la  persona. 

LA  LEGISIATURA  DEL  E'  ADO  OE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCION 1.  La  Seccion  7,  Articulo  XVI,  de  la  Constitucidn  deTexas,  se  modifica  para  ieerse 
de  la  siguiente  manera; 

Seccion  17.  lal  A  exce.  ridn  de  lo  estabieddo  en  la  Subseccidn  lb)  de  esta  seccidn,  todps 
[Tades]  losfuncionarios  de  [d.  .dee]  este  estado  deben  continuarcumpliendo  los  deberes  de  su 
cargo  hasta  que  sus  sucesores  aan  debrdamente  callficados. 

ibl  DesDuds  del  vendr  nento  del  mandato  de  un  cargo  designado  que  es  ocupado  por 

nombramiento  del  Gobernadc '  con  el  conseio  V  consentimiento del  Senado  v  que  no  sea  un  cargo 
por  el  que  el  fundonarlo  rec  ’  a  un  sueldo.  el  oeriodo  durante  el  cual  el  funcionario  deberi 
continuar  cumpltendo  los  del  -res  de  su  cargo  conforme  a  la  Subseccidn  tal  de  esta  seccion 
termlnari  el  liltimo  dia  de  la  t  imera  Sesion  Regular  de  la  Legislatura  que  empiece  despues  del 
vencimiento  de!  mandato. 

SECClbN  2.  Esta  enmic  ida  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccidn,  la  cual  se  llevar..-  a  cabo  el  7  de  novlembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitirvotar  ■  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "La  enmienda  constitudonal 
que  iimite  ei  servicio  de  cierto-.  funcionarios  publicos  nombrados  por  el  gobernador  y  confirmados 
pore!  senado  despuds  del  ven.lmiento  del  mandato  de  la  persona". 

PROPUESTA  NOMERO  4  DEL  F :  TADO  DE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  N5  6 

R''SQLUCI6N  conjunta  del  senado 

5e  propone  una  enmienda  coi-  .titucional  que  autorita  a  la  legislatura  a  requerir  que  un  tribunal 
notiTique  al  fiscal  general  de  u:  a  impugnacion  de  la  constitudonalidad  de  una  ley  estata!  y  autoriza 
a  la  legislatura  a  imponerun  p -  riodo  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminar  que  la 
Icy  estatal  es  inconstitucional 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  t-  TADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCldN  1.  El  Articulo  ,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  se  modifica  anadiendo  ta  Seccion  32 
para  Ieerse  de  la  siguiente  ma  'era; 

Sercidn  32.  Sin  oerlui,  lo  de  la  Seccidn  1.  Articulo  II.  de  esta  constitucion,  la  legislatura 

puede: 

fit  requerir  am.  untribunaieneioueuna  carte  lltigante  presenta  una  peticion,  una 
mocion  u  otro  escrito  que  imv  uena  la  constitucionalidad  de  una  lev  de  este  estado  notifique  al 
fiscal  general  de  dicba  Impugn  cion  si  la  parte  nue  olantea  la  im  ougnacidn  notifica  al  tribunal  que 
estA  imounnando  la  constituc  "  naiidad  de  tal  lev:  v 
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CUALQUIER  MOMENTO  EL  80  \SQ]  POR  GENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  OE  MERCADO  OE  S(J  HOGAR, 
SEGOn  LO  DETERMINADO  EN  lA  FECHA  EN  QUESE  ESTABLECE  LA  LfNEA  DE  CR^DtTO,  USTED  NO 
PODRA  CONTINUAR  SOLICITANDO  ANTICIPOS  CONFORME  a  la  LfN EA  DE  CR^OJTO  HASTA  QUE  EL 
SALDO  PENDIENTESEAMENOR  ALM  [SO]  POR  GENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO;  Y 

"(7)  ei  PRESTAMISTA  no  PUEDE  MODIFICAR  UNILATERALMENTE  LOS  T^RMINOS  DE  LA 
LINEA  DE  CR^DITO. 

"ESTA  NOTIFICAOdN  E5  S6lO  UN  RESUMEN  DE  SUS  DERECHOS  CONFORME  A  LA 
CONSTlTUCiON  DE  TEXAS.  SUS  DERECHOS  SE  RIGEN  POR  U\  SECCI6N  50,  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTiTUa6N  D£  TEXAS,  Y  NO  POR  ESTA  NOTIFICACI6N". 

Si  las  discusiones  con  el  prestatario  son  llevadas  a  cabo  principalmente  en  un  Idioma  que 
no  sea  el  Ingles,  ei  prestamista  debe,  antes  del  clerre,  proporcionar  una  copia  adicional  de  la 
notificacion  traducida  por  escrito  al  idioma  en  ei  que  fueron  llevadas  a  cabo  ias  discusiones. 

(t)  Una  llnea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  es  un  tipo  de  (mea  de  credito  ablerta  que 
puede  ser  debitada  ocasionalmente,  conforme  a  ia  cual  el  credito  puede  ser  e>dendtdo 
ocasionalmente  yconforme  a  la  cual; 

(1)  el  propieCario  solicita  anticipos,  reembolsa  dinero  y  vuelve  a  tomar  dinero 

prestado; 

(2)  cualqu'er  d^bito  0  anticipo  simple  es  mayor  que  $4,000; 

(3)  e!  propletario  no  utiliza  una  tarjeta  de  credito,  una  tarjeta  de  debtto  o  un 
recurso  similar,  o  un  cheque  preimpreso  que  no  haya  sido  soHcitado  por  el  prestatario,  para 
obtener  un  anticipo; 

(4)  cualquier  tasa  descrita  en  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)(E)  de  esta  seccion  es  cargada  y 
cobrada  solo  en  el  momento  en  que  se  establece  la  extenstdn  del  credito,  y  no  se  carga  nf  se  cobra 
ninguna  tasa  en  conexion  con  cualquier  debito  0  anticipo; 

(5)  la  cantidad  principai  maxima  que  puede  ser  extendida  conforme  a  la  Knea  de 
credito,  a!  ser  afiadida  a  ia  suma  total  de  los  saldos  pendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  deudas 
garantizadas  por  la  propledad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  no  super? 
una  cantidad  descrita  conforme  a  ia  Subseccion  {a}(6}(B|  de  esta  secd6n; 

total  del  eapitol-supcra  una-cantidad-equlvalertto  al  5(H>pr-ciento-del-valor-justo-dfrm6rcado-<d<>la 

propiodod  sogun  lo  dotormlnado  on  la  focha  on  que  se  ostablcco4a-ltneo-de>-epcdito]; 

(7)  el  prestamista  o  titular  no  puede  modiftcar  unllateraimente  ia  extension  del 

credito;  y 

{8}  la  liquidadon  debe  ser  hecha  en  cuotas  periddrcas  reguiares,  con  una  frecuencia 
no  mayor  que  cada  14  dfas y  no  menor  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  mas  de  dos  meses  despuds 
de  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  y: 

(A)  durante  el  periodo  en  que  ei  propletario  puede  solicitarantlcipos,  cada 
cuota  equivale  a  o  supera  la  cantidad  de  interds  acumulado;  y 

[B)  luego  de!  per/odo  en  que  el  propietario  puede  solicitar  anticipos,  las 
cuotas  son  sustancialmente  iguales. 

SECCI6n  2.  La  siguiente  disposidon  temporal  es  anadlda  a  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas: 
DISPOSICKSn  temporal,  (a)  Esta  disposlclon  temporal  se  apHca  a  la  enmienda 

constitucionaf  proouesta  porla  SS^Sesidn  Legislativa.  Seslon  Regular.  2017,  para  establecer  una 

cantidad  menor  para  los  gastos  oue  se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatario  v  eliminar  ciertas 

limitaciones  de  gastos  de  financlamlento  para  un  prestamo  con  garantia  hiootecaria.  establecer 

clertos  orestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un  ordstamo  con  garantia  hiootecarla.  cambiar  ciertas 

opciones  para  el  reftnandamlento  de  los  prestamos  con  garantia  hiootecaria.  camblar  el  umbra! 

para  un  anticipo  de  una  Ifnea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  v  otorgar  prdstamos  con  garantia 

hiootecaria  sobre  las  eranias  agrlcolas. 

fbl  La  enmienda  constituctona!  entra  en  efecto  el  1  de  enero  de  2018. 

(cl  Los  camblos  a  las  leves  hechos  cor  la  enmienda  constitucional  se  apilcan  solo  a  un 

prestamo  con  garantia  hlpotecarla  realizado  a  oartir  de  la  fecha  de  vlgencia  de  la  enmienda 

constitucional  V  a  un  prestamo  con  Rarantia  hiootecaria  exlstenteoue  sea  refinancladoa  oartirde 

la  fecha  de  vieenda  de  I?  enmienda  constitucional. 

fdl  Esta  disposidon  temporal  entra  en  efecto  cuando  la  enmienda  constitudonal  es 
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USTED  RECIBE  UNA  COPtA  DE  \  SOLICITUD  DE  PRfcTAMO,  SI  NO  LE  HA  StDO  PROPORCIONADA 
ANTERIORMENTE,  Y  UNA  DIVLlGAC|6n  FINAL  DETALLADA  DE  LAS  TASAS,  PUNT05,  INTERESES, 
COSTOS  Y  CARGOS  REALES  01.'.  SERAN  COBRADOS  EN  EL  CIERRE;  Y  SI  SU  HOGAR  ACTUO  COMO 
GARANTfA  PARA  EL  MISMOl  .  0  DE  PRfoTAMO  EN  EL  ClLTIMO  ANO,  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  UN 
NUEVO  PRfcTAMO  GARANTIZ  DO  POR  LA  MISMA  PROPIEDAO  ANTES  DE  QUEHAYA  PASADO  UN 
ASO  DESDE  la  FECHA  DE  CIER.  5  DELOTRO  PRfeTAMO,  A  MENOS  QUE  USTED  HAYA  SOLtCITADO 
BAJOJURAMENTO  UN  CIERRE  -NTERIOR  DE8ID0  A  UN  ESTADO  DE  EMER6ENCIA  DECLARADO; 

"(N)EL  PR^STAMO  St  0  PUEDE  CERRASE  EN  LA  OFICINA  DEL  PRESTAMISTA,  UNA 
COMPARfA  DE  T(TULOS  DE  PR  AIEDAD  0  EL  ESTUDIO  DE  UN  ABOGADO; 

"(O)  EL  PRESTAMISTA  UEDE  COBRAR  CUALQUIER  TASA  DE  INTERES  FIJA  0  VARIABLE 
AUTORIZADA  POR  LA  LEY; 

"(PISOLO  UN  PRESTA  .IISTA  AUTORIZADO  LEGALMENTE  PUEDE  HACER  PRgSTAMOS 
DESCRITOS  EN  LA  SECC|6N  SO  i)(61,  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  C0NSTITUC|6N  OE  TEXAS; 

"(Q310S  PRESTAMOS  DESCRITOS  EN  LA  SECCldN  S0ia)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCibN  DE  TEXAS; 

“{11  NO  OEBEN  REQUE  .  .R  QUE  USTEO  APLIQU E  LOS  INGRESOS  A  OTRA  DEUOA,  EXCEPTO 
QUE  SEA  UNA  DEUDA  QUE  '  STE  GARANTIZADA  POR  SU  HOGAR  O  UNA  DEUDA  A  OTRO 
PRESTAMISTA; 

"(2)  NO  DEBEN  REQUE*  .R  QUE  USTED  ASIGNE  SALARIOS  COMO  GARANTfA; 

“(3)  NO  DEBEN  REQU:  .HR  QUE  USTED  FIRME  DOCUMENTOS  QUE  TENGAN  ESPACIOS 
VACfOS  PARA  RELLENAR  REIA'  ONADOS  CON  tErMINOS  SUSTANCIALES  DEL  ACUEROO; 

"(4)  NO  DEBEN  REQUEi  ,  T  QUE  USTED  FIRME  UNA  DECLARACI6n  JURADA  DE  ADMISION  DE 
DEUDA  0  PODER  NOTARIAL  A  TRA  PERSONA  PARA  ADMITIR  SU  DEUDA  O  COMPARECER  EN  UN 
PROCEDIMIENTO  LEGAL  EN  Si;  NOMBRE; 

"(5)  DEBEN  DtSPONER  QUE  USTED  RECIBA  UNA  COPIA  DE  LA  SOLICITUD  FINAL  DE 
PRESTAMO  Y  DE  TODOS  LOS  DOCUMENTOS  FIRMADOS  QUE  USTED  FIRME  EN  EL  CIERRE; 

"(6)  DEBEN  DISPONER  r.;UE  LOS  DOCU  MENTOS  DE  GARANTfA  CONTENG AN  UNA  CLAUSULA 
DE  DIVULGACI6n  QUE  ESTAE  CZCA  QUE  E5TE  PRESTAMO  ES  UN  PRESTAMO  DEFINIDO  EN  LA 
SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  >'  'I,  OE  LA  CONSTITUCIQn  DE  TEXAS; 

"(7)  DEBEN  DISPONER  LUE  CUANDO  EL  PRESTAMO  SEA  PAGADO  EN  SU  TOTALIDAD,  EL 
PRESTAMISTA  FIRMARA  Y  LE  (.  ARA  UNA  LIBERACIOn  DE  GRAVAMEN  O  UNA  ASIGNACION  DEI 
GRAVAMEN,  SEGUn  SEA  APRC  .’lAOO; 

"(8)  DEBEN  DISPONER '  UE  USTEO  PUEDA  RESCI NDIR  EL  PRESTAMO  DENTRO  DE  LOS  3  DfAS 
POSTERIORES  AL  CIERRE,  SIN  T  NALIZACICn  NI  CARGOS; 

"(9)  DEBEN  DISPONER  ;'..UE  USTED  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RECONCZCAN  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE 
MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  L  .  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  CIERRA  EL  PRESTAMO;  Y 

"(10)  DEBEN  dispone:  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RENUNCIARA  A  TODOS  LOS  CAPITALES  E 
INTERESES  SI  NO  CUMPLE  SL''.  OBLIGACIONES,  A  MENOS  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  SU8SANE  SU 
INCUMPLIMIENTO  SEGON  LO  STABLECIDO  EN  LA  SECC|6n  5Q(a)(6)[Q)(x),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
C0NST1TUC|6n  DE  TEXAS;  Y 

"(R)  SI  EL  PRESTAMO  LUNALfNEADECR^DITOCON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARtO; 

"(1)  USTED  PUEDE  SC -CITAR  ANTICIPOS,  REEMBOLSAR  DINERO  Y  VOLVER  A  TOMAR 
DINERO  PRESTADO  CONFORM  A  LA  LfNEADE  CR^DITO; 

"(2)  CADA  ANTIClPO  (  QNFORME  A  LA  LfNEA  DE  CR^DITO  DEBE  REALIZARSE  POR  UN 
MONTO  DEAL  MENOS  $4,000 

"(3)  USTED  NO  PUEDE  L  HLIZAR  UNA  TARJETA  DE  CReDrTO,TARJETA  DE  D$BITO  0  RECURSO 
SIMILAR,  0  UN  CH  EQUE  PREIM ,  RESO  QUE  NOSOLICITO,  PARA  OBTENER  ANTICIPOS  CONFORME  A 
LA  LfNEA  DE  CR$DITO; 

"(4)  CUALQUIER  TASA  -LUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  COBRE  PODRA  SER  CARGADA  Y  COBRAOA 
S6L0  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  QU  SE  ESTABLECE  LA  LfNEA  DE  CR$D1T0  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  NO  PUEDE 
COBRAR  UNA  TASA  EN  CONEX  ON  CON  NING15N  ANTIClPO; 

"(5)  W  CANTIDAD  PRINCIPAL  MAXIMA  QUE  PUEDE  SER  EXTENDIDA,  AL  SER  ANADIDA  A 
TODAS  las  OTRAS  DEUDAS  I  ARANTIZADAS  POR  SU  HOGAR,  NO  PUEDE  SUPERAR  EL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  4ERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  U 
LfNEA  DE  CftEDITO; 

"(6)  SI  EL  SALDO  PEN D I'  NTE  DEL  CAPITAL  CONFORME  A  LA  LINEA  OE  CR$DtTO  SUPERA  EN 
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PRESTAMOSIN  GARANTfA  H^PQTECARIA^. 

ff-1)  tin  gravamen  aue  garantiza  el  refrnanclamiento  de  una  deuda  conforme  a  la 

Subsecdon  ff)f2)  de  esta  seccion  es  considerado  un  gravamen  descrlto  en  la  Subseccion  (a)f4l  de 

esta  secdon.  Una  dedaracion  iurada  firmada  Dor  e{  pfooietario  o  el  convuge  del  propietario  en  la 

oue  reconoce  oue  ha  n  cum  plldo  los  reauisltos  de  la  Subsecdbn  ff)f2)  de  esta  seccion  estabtece 

concluventemente  oue  se  han  cumplldo  (os  reguisitos  de  >a  Subsecdbn  faK4)  de  esta  seccldn. 

(g)  Una  extension  det  cr^dito  descrita  en  la  Subsecdon  (3}[6]  de  esta  secdon  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  vafldo  sobre  la  vivienda  si  la  extension  del  credrto  no  so  cierra  antes 
del  d!a  X2  despues  de  que  el  prestamista  le  proporcione  a1  propietario  la  siguiente  notiflcacldn 


escrita  en  un  documento  separado: 

"NOTIFICACIC5N  RELACIONADA  CON  LAS  EXTENSIONES  OEL  CR^DITO  DEFINIOAS  EN  LA 
SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  OE  LA  CONSTITUCldN  DE  TEXAS; 

"LA  SECCI6N  50(a)(6).  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS  PERMITE  QUE 
CIERTOS  FRgSTAMOS  SEAN  6ARANTKAD0S  POR  LA  HIPOTECA  DE  SU  HOGAR.  ESOS  PR^STAMOS 
SON  CONOCIDOS  COM  UNMENTE  COMO  PR^STAMOS  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  SI  USTED  NO 
LIQUIDA  EL  PRESTAMO  0  NO  CUM  PLE  LAS  CONDICIONES  DEL  PRESTAMO,  EL  PRESTAMISTA  PUEOE 
EJECUTAR  LA  HIPOTECA  Y  VENDER  SU  HOGAR.  LA  CONSTITUCI6N  DISPONE  QUE: 

"(A)  EL  PRESTAMO  DE8E  SER  CREAOO  VOLUNTARIAMENTE  CON  EL  CONSENTIMIENTQ  DE 
CADA  UNO  DE  LOS  PRCPIETARIOS  DE  SU  HOGAR  Y  EL  C6NYUGE  DE  CADA  UNO  DE  LOS 
PROPIETARIOS; 

“(B)  EL  MONTO  PRINCIPAL  DEL  PRESTAMO  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  DUE  SE  HACE  EL 
PRESTAMO  N 0  DEBE  SUPERAR  UNA  CANTIOAO  QUE,  Al  SER  ANADIDA  A  LOS  SALDOS  PENDIENTES 
DEL  CAPITAL  DE  TODOS  LOS  OTROS  GRAVAmENES  SOBRE  SU  HOGAR,  SEA  MAYOR  AL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTC  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR; 

(C)  EL  PRfoTAMO  NO  DEBE  RECURRI R  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL  CONTRA  USTED  Y 
SU  cOnYUGE,  a  MENOS  QUE  USTED  0  SU  CONYUGE  HAYAN  OBTENIDO  LA  EXTENSION  DEL 
CR^DITO  MEDIANTE  UN  FRAUDS; 

"(D)  EL  GRAVAMEN  QUE  GARANTIZA  EL  PRESTAMO  PUEOE  SER  ElECUTADOSflLO  CON  UNA 
ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL; 

"(E)  LAS  TASAS  Y  CARGOS  PARA  HACER  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDEN  SUPERAR  EL  2  pj  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  MONTO  DEL  F  RESTAMO.  EXCEPTO  POR  LAS  TASAS  0  CARGOS  POR  UN  A  VALORAClbN 
IMPOSITIVA  REALIZADA  POR  UN  TASADOR  EXTERNO.  UNA  AGRIMENSURA  DE  LA  PROPIEDAD 

REALIZADAPORUN  AGRIMENSOR  REGI5TRADO  0  LICENCIADO  EN  ELESTADO,  UNA  PRIM  APE  BASE 

E5TATAL  POR  UNA  POlIZA  DE  SEGURO  DE  TfTULQ  PARA  HIPOTECA  CON  RESPAIDOS.  0  UN 

INFORME  DE  EVALUACION  DE  TfTULO: 

"(F)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  SER  UNA  LfNEA  DE  CREDITO  ABIERTA  QUE  PUEDA  SER 
OEBITADA  OCASIONALMENTE  0  CONFORME  A  LA  CUAL  EL  CREDITO  PUEDA  SER  EXTENDIDO 
OCASIONALMENTE,  A  MENOS  QUE  SEA  UNA  LfNEA  DE  CRBOITO  CON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARIO; 
"(G)  USTED  PUEDE  PAGAR  EL  PRESTAMO  POR  ANTICIPAOOSIN  PENALIZACI6N  Nl  CARGOS; 
"(H)  NINGUNA  GARANTfA  REAL  ADICIONAL  PUEDE  AaUAR  COMO  GARANTfA  PARA  EL 
PRESTAMO; 

DESIGNADA  PARA  USO  AGRfCOLA  ALArFECHA  BE  GIERRE,  A  MENOS  QUE  LA  VIVIEMBA  AGRfCOlA 

SEAUTILIZADA  PRINCIPALMENTE  PARALA-PRODUCCl6N-DE-lrEet-IEl; 

"(J)  USTED  NOTIENE  QU  E  LIQUI DAR  EL  PRESTAMO  ANTES  DE  LO  ACORDADO  UNICAMENTE 
PORQUE  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  DISMINUYA  O  PORQUE  USTED  NO  CUMPLA 
CON  OTRO  PRESTAMO  QUE  NO  ESTA  GARANTIZADO  POR  SU  HOGAR; 

"(K)SC5L0  UN  PRBSTAMO  DESCRITO  en  la  SECClfiN  50(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
C0NSTITUC|6n  de  TEXAS  PUEDE  SER  GARANTIZADO  CON  SU  HOGAR  EN  CUALQUIER  MOMENTO 


DADO; 

"(L)  ELPRgSTAMO  DEBE  ESTAR  PROGRAMADO  PARA  SER  LIQUIDADO  EN  PACOS  QUE  SEAN 
IGUALES  A  0  SUPEREN  LA  CANTIDAD  DE  INTERNS  ACUMULADO  EN  CADA  PERfODO  DE  PAGO; 

"(M)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DfAS  DESPUBS  DE  QUE  USTED 
PRESENTE  UNA  50LICITUD  DE  PRESTAMO  AL  PRESTAMISTA  O  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DfAS  DESPUfe  DE 
RECIBIR  ESTA  NOTIFICACibN,  LO  QUE  OCURRA  MAS  TARDE;  Y  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  SIN  SU 
CONSENTIMIENTO  ANTES  DE  QUE  TRAN5CURRA  UN  DfA  HABIL  DESPU^S  DE  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE 
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propietarios  y  cada  uno  de  'os  conyuges  qua  Inldalmente  no  lo  habian  hecho,  den  su 
consentimiento; 

(7)  una  hlpotCi.  -  inversa;  o 

(S)  la  conversl'  n  y  el  reflnanciamlento  de  un  gravamen  de  blenes  muebles 
garantizado  por  una  casa  p  ofabrfcada  a  un  gravamen  de  bienes  tnmuebles^  induldo  el 
refinandamiento  del  predo  d--  compra  de  la  casa  prefabricada,  el  costo  de  instalacidn  de  la  casa 
prefabricada  en  el  blen  Inmucl  le  y  el  reflnanciamlento  del  predo  de  compra  del  bien  inmueble. 

(f)  El  reflnanciamlento  'e  una  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda,  de  la  cuakualquler  parte 
es  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la  Subsecdbn  (a)(6)  de  esta  secdon,  no  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  illdo  sobre  la  vivienda  a  menos  que  ocurra  uno  de  los  slguientes: 

11)  ei  refinanci  miento  de  la  deuda  sea  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la 
Subseccidn  (3)(6)  o  (al(7)  de  e  ■  -  a  seccion;^ 

{2)  secumnlan  odas  las  condiciones  sieulentes: 

(A)  eln  inanciamiento  no  se  derra  antes  del  ortmer aniversario  de  la  fecha 
de  derre  de  la  extension  del  c  dito; 

fB),  lae  '^nsidn  de  credito  reflnanctada  no  Incluve  el  anttcloo  de  cualouier 
fondo  adiclonal  dfstlnto  de: 

'  fondos  antlcloados  para  refinandar  una  deuda  descrita  enJas 
Subsecclones  (aKl)  a  ia^(71  de  osta  secd6n:  _o 

i  .)  los  costos  V  reservas  reales  reouerldos  por  el  orestamista  para 


refinandarla  deuda: 

lO^  te  nandamiento  de  la  extension  del  credito  cofresponde  a  un  monto 
orincinatgiiE.  alsgr  anadido  a '  i  suma  total  de  los  saldosnendientes  del  capital  de  todas  lasotras 
deuriasgarantizadasDor  ggsvalidos  sobre  {a  prooiedad,  no  supe'a  el  80  por  cieoto  dot  valor 

lusto  de  mereado  de  ia  viulend '  an  la  fecha  en  la  oue  se  realiza  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extensioo 

de  credito:  v 

(Pi  el  O'  "Stamista  le  proporclona  al  propietario  el sleuiente aviso  escrito  en 
on  documento  separado  en  ur  olazo  no  mayor  del  tercer  dia  habil  posterior  a  la  fecha  en  due  el 

Dzopietario  le  oresenta  la  solic  ud  de  orestamo  al  prettamista  V  al  menos  IZ  dias  antes  dela  fecha 
en  que  se  cierra  el  refinanciai  ento  de  la  eytensidn  del  credito: 

"EL  PRfeTAMO  EXISTi  jTE  QUE  USTED  DESEA  REPINANCIAR  ES  UN  PRfeTAMO  CON 
GARANTfAHIPOTECARIA.  US1  D  PUEDE  TENER  lA  OPCI6n  DE  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRKTAMO  CON 
GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  YA  SI  ■  COMO  UN  PR^STAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  O  COMO  UN 
PRKTAMO  SIN  GARANTIa  Hit  iTECARIA.  SI  ASfSE  LQ  OFRECE  SU  PRESTAMISTA. 

"LOS  PRfeTAMOS  CQr.  GARANTiA  HIPOTECARIA  P05EEN  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCIONES 
PARAELCONSUMIDOR.  UN  PL  i  STAMISTA  S6L0  PUEDE  EJ  ECUTAR  U  N  PRgSTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 
HIPOTECARIA  BASANDOSE  EN'  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL.  UN  PRgSTAMO  CON  GARAMTfA 
HIPOTECARIA  NO  DEBE  TENER  ^OSIRIL  IPAD  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONALCONTRA 

USTEDYSU  c6NYUGE. 

"SI  HASOLICITADOREf  .NANCIAR  SU  PR^TAMOCON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE 
COMO  UN  PR^STAMO  SIN  (  ARANTiA  HIPOTECARIA.  PERDERA  CIERTAS  PROTECCIONES  AL 
CQNSUMIDOR.  UN  PRESTAM^  ■  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  REFINANCiADO: 

"fli  IE  PERMI  'RA  AL  PRESTAMISTA  EJECUTARLO  SIN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN 

TRIBUNAL: 

"(21  TENDRA  P  ISIBILIDAD  DE  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL 
CONTRA  USTED  YSU  C(5nYUC  ;Y 

"131  TAM  BigN  ?  .lEDE  INCLUIR  OTROS  TERMINOS  O  CONDICIONES  QUE  PUEPEN  NO 
ESTAR  PERMITIDOS  EN  UN  PR:  STAMP TRADICIONAL CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA. 

"ANTES  DE  REFINANCI  T  SU  PRgSTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE  PARA 
CONVERTIRLO  EN  UN  PRfeT  iVIO  SIN  GARANTfA  HIPOTECARIA.  DEBE  ASEGURARSE  DE  QUE 
ENTIENDE  OUE  ESTA  RENUr  '.IAWDO  A  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCICNES  QUE  PROVEEN  LOS 
PRfeTAMOS  CON  GARANTfA  h  -^OTECARIA  CON  FORME  A  LA  LEY,  Y  DEBE  CONSiDERAR  CONSULTAR 
A  UN  ABOGADO  QUE  USTED  L'  IIA  ACERCA  PE  ESAS  PROTECCIONES. 

"QUIEAS  DESEE  PEDIRI  E  a  su  PRESTAMISTA  QUE  REEINANCIE  SU  PRESTAMO  COMO  UN 
PRgSTAMO  CON  GARANTfA  I TPOTECARIA.  SIN  EMBARGO.  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTfA 
HIPOTECARIA  PUEDE  TENER  UNA  TASA  DE  INTERS  Y  COSTOS  DE  CIERRE  MAS  ALTOS  QUE  UN 
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del  credito; 


(vi)  ios  documcntos  de  garantla  qu6  garDntf2dn  ia  extensldn  dei 
credito  contengan  una  clausula  de  divulgacldn  que  establezca  que  la  extension  del  credito  es  ei 
tlpo  de  credito  deflnido  en  la  Subseccion  ialf6)  de  esta  seccidn  (S6ce}6n-50(a){g)rAftfctf!o-XVh-de-la 

(vil)  dentro  de  un  pfazo  razonable  luego  del  vencimiento  y  de!  pago 
completo  de  la  extension  de!  credito,  e)  prestamista  cancele  y  devuelva  el  pagare  al  propietario  de 
la  vivienda  y  le  de  a!  propietario,  en  formato  registrable,  una  liberaddn  del  gravamen  que 
garantice  la  extension  del  credito  o  una  copla  del  endoso  y  asignacfdn  del  gravamen  a  un 
prestamista  que  estd  refinanciando  la  extensidn  del  credito; 

(vlii)  el  propieta  rio  de  ia  vlvlenda  y  cualquier  cdnyuge  del  propietario 
puedan,  dentro  de  Ios  tres  dias  posterlores  a  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito, 
rescindir  la  extension  sin  penalizacidn  ni  cargos; 

(ix)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  y  el  prestamista  firmen  un 
reconocimiento  escrito  de!  valor  justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la 
extension  del  credito; 

(x)  a  excepcion  de  lo  establecldo  en  el  Subparrafo  (xl)  de  este 
parrafo,  el  prestamista  o  cualquiertituiar  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del  credito  deben  renunciara 
todos  Ios  capitales  e  intereses  de  la  extension  del  credito  si  el  prestamista  o  titular  no  cumple  sus 
obiigacfones  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  y  no  corrige  su  incumpilmiento  en  un  plazo  no 
mayor  de  60  dfas  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  o  titular  es  notifrcado  por  el 
prestatario  de  su  incumpilmiento  por: 

(a)  pagarie  al  propietario  una  cantidad  equivalente  a 
cualquier  recargo  pagado  por  ei  propietario  conforme  a  la  extensidn  del  credito  o  relacionado  con 
elia,  si  el  propietario  pag6  un  monto  qti  e  supera  la  cantidad  estlpulada  en  e!  parrafo  apiicable  (E), 
{G)  u  (0}  de  esta  subdivision; 

{b]  enviarie  ai  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito  de  que 
el  gravamen  es  valido  solo  en  la  cantidad  en  que  la  extension  del  credito  no  supere  e!  porcentaje 
descrito  en  e!  Parrafo  (fi|  de  esta  subdivisidn,  si  corresponde,  o  no  est^  garantizado  por  una 
propiedad  descrita  por  el  Parrafo  (H)  [e-(0]  de  esta  subdivision,  si  corresponde; 

{c)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  aviso  escrito  que  transforma 
cualquier  otra  cantidad,  porcentaje,  termino  u  otra  dlsposlcldn  prohibldos  en  esta  seccion  en  una 
cantidad,  porcentaje,  termino  u  otra  disposicron  permitidos  y  modlfica  (a  cuenta  del  prestatario 
para  garantizar  que  el  prestatario  no  tenga  que  pagar  mas  que  una  cantidad  permitida  en  esta 
seccton  y  no  este  sujeto  a  cualquier  otro  termino  o  disposicion  prohibidos  en  esta  seccion; 

(d)  llevarle  Ios  documentos  requeridos  al  prestatario  si  el 
prestamista  no  cumple  Ios  terminos  del  Subparrafo  (v)  de  este  parrafo  u  obtener  las  ^rmas 
apropiadas  si  ei  prestamista  no  cumple  Ios  terminos  del  Subparrafo  (ix)  de  este  parrafo; 

(e)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito,  si  el 
incumpilmiento  esta  prohibido  en  el  Parrafo  (K)  de  esta  subdivision,  de  que  el  iriteres  acumulado  y 
todas  las  obligaciones  del  propietario  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  disminuyen  mientras  que 
cualquier  gravamen  anterior  prohibido  segun  lo  establecido  en  el  P^irrafo  (K)  sigue  estando 
garantizado  por  la  vivienda;  o 

(f)  si  el  incumpilmiento  no  puede  ser  subsanado  conforme  a 
Ios  Subparrafos  (x){a]'{e)  de  este  parrafo,  su  bsanar  el  incumpf imiento  mediante  un  reintegro  o  un 
credito  de  $1,000  ai  propietario  y  ofrecerle  al  propietario  el  derecho  a  refinanciar  la  extensiorv  del 
credito  con  el  prestamista  o  titular  por  e!  periodo  restante  del  prdstamo  sin  ningun  costo  para  el 
propietario  y  bajo  las  mismas  condiciones,  incluyendo  el  interes,  de  fa  extension  del  credito 
original  con  las  modificaciones  que  sean  necesarias  para  cumpllr  Ios  termmos  de  esta  seccion  o 
bajo  las  condiciones  que  el  propietario  y  el  prestamista  o  titular  acuerden  de  otra  forma  y  que 
cumplan  ios  terminos  de  esta  seccion;  y 

|xi)  el  prestamista  o  cualquiertituiar  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del 
credito  debe  renundar  a  todos  Ios  capitales  e  intereses  de  la  extension  del  credito  si  la  extension 
es  hechd  por  u  na  person  a  distinta  a  la  persona  descrita  conforme  al  Parrafo  (P]  de  esta  subdivision 
o  si  el  gravamen  no  fue  creado  en  virtud  de  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  cada  uno 
de  Ios  propretarios  y  Ios  conyugcs  de  cada  uno  de  Ios  propletarlos,  a  menos  que  cada  uno  de  Ios 
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! )  detdfe  12 despues de  la fechamaspcsteriorentrelasstguientes: 
la  fecha  en  que  el  propletarlo  -  2  la  vivienda  le  presenta  una  sollcitud  de  prestamo  al  prestamista 
pof  la  extension  del  credito  0 1  fecha  en  qu  e  el  prestamista  le  da  al  prapietarlo  una  copla  del  aviso 
prescrito  en  la  Subsecc!6n  (gj  v  j  esta  seccldn; 

(* )  de  un  di3  h^bll  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  el  propletarlo  de  la 
vivienda  recibe  una  copla  de  U>  .olidtud  de  prestamo  si  no  ha  sido  proporclonada  anterlormente  y 
una  divuigacldn  final  detallad  de  las  tasas,  puntos,  intereses,  costos  y  cargos  reales  que  seran 
cobrados  en  el  cierre.  Si  exist  una  emergenda  de  buena  fe  u  otra  buena  causa  y  el  prestamista 
obtlene  el  consentimiento  rito  del  propietario,  el  prestamista  puede  propordonarfe  la 
documentacion  al  propletarlo  puede  modificar  la  documentacion  proporclonada  anterlormente 
en  la  fecha  de  cierre;  y 

(  u)  el  primer  aniversatio  de  la  fecha  de  cierre  de  cualquier  otra 
extensidn  del  credit©  descrita  la  Subseccidn  (a)(6J  de  esta  secclon  garantizada  por  la  misma 
vivienda,  excepto  un  refinand:  : niento  descrito  en  el  Parrafo  (Q)(x)(f)  de  esta  subdivision,  a  menos 
que  ei  propietario  requiera  br  ,  juramento  un  cierre  anterior  debido  a  un  estado  de  emergenda 
que: 

(a)  haya  sido  declarado  por  el  presidente  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  o  por  ef  gobernador  scr^iin  lo  establecido  por  la  )ey;y 

(b]  se  aplique  al  area  en  la  que  est^  ubicada  la  vivienda; 

(N)  se  c,  .-rra  solo  en  la  oficina  del  prestamista,  un  abogado  o  una  compania 
de  titulos  de  propledad; 

(O)  per  .ite  que  un  prestamista  contrate  y  redba  cualquier  tasa  de  interes 
flja  o  variable  autorizada  de  a<^  jerdo  con  la  ley; 

{P)  es  r  jfizad a  por  uno  de  los  siguientes  establecimientos  que,  de  acuerdo 
a  una  agencfa  regulatoria  fed  'al,  no  se  ha  visto  involucrado  en  la  practice  de  negarse  a  hacer 
prestamos  porque  los  solicit,  tes  de  los  pr^stamos  residen  o  la  propledad  propuesta  para 
garantizar  los  prestamos  esta  ’  blceda  en  una  cierta  area; 

( '  un  banco,  una  asociacion  de  ahorros  y  pr4stamos,  un  banco  de 
ahorros  ouna  cooperativa  de:  'idito  que  hace  negociosconforme  a  lasleyes  de  este  estado  ode 
ios  Estados  Unidos^  incluso  la  £  bsldiaria  de  un  banco,  una  asociacion  de  ahorros  vpr4stamos.  un 
banco  de  ahorros  o  una  coopr  t  ativa  de  credito  descritos  en  este  subc^rrafo: 

(  )  unorganismode  prestamo  autorizado  por  el  goblerno  federal  o 
una  persona  autorizada  como  .xreedor  hipotecario  por  el  gobierno  ce  bs  Estados  Unidos  para 
hacer  prestamos  con  garantia  .ideral; 

(i.i)  una  persona  licendada  para  hacer  prestamos  regulados,  segun  lo 
establecido  por  la  ley  de  este  r.  >tado; 

(t . )  una  persona  que  vendid  la  vivienda  al  propietario  actual  y  que 
proporcfono  ia  totalidad  0  par  3  del  financlamiento  para  la  compra; 

(  }  una  persona  que  es  familiar  del  propietario  de  la  residencia  en 
segundo  grado  de  afinidad  a  c  .isangulnidad;  0 

(  )  una  cersona  regufada  por  este  estado  como  ragente)  entldad  de 
prdstamos hipotecarios  o  com  ihfa  de  ordstamos  hipotecarios;y 

{Q}  se  h  'ce  con  la  condicldn  de  que: 

( ,  el  propietario  de  io  vivienda  no  tenga  que  aplicar  los Ingresos de  la 
extension  del  credito  para  Irqui  iar  otra  deuda,  excepto  las  deudas  garantizadas  por  la  vivienda  o 
las  deudas  a  otro  prestamista; 

(:  )  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  asignesalarios  como  garantia  por 

ia  extension  del  credito; 

(isi)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  firms  ningOn  documento  en  el 
que  haya  espacios  vacios  para  <  ellenar  relaclonados  con  terminos  sustancrales  del  acuerdo; 

(1 el  propietario  de  (a  vivienda  no  flrme  una  declaracion  jurada  de 
admision  de  deuda  0  poder  m.  .aria)  a!  prestamista  0  a  un  tercero  para  admitir  su  deuda  o  para 
aparecer  por  el  propietario  en  m  procedimlento  judicial; 

(v)  en  eJ  momento  en  que  se  hace  ia  extensidn  del  credito,  el 
propietario  de  la  vivienda  deb':  reciblr  una  copia  de  la  sollcitud  final  de  prestamo  y  de  todos  los 
documentos  formalizados  firm  dos  por  el  propietario  en  e!  cierre  y  relaclonados  con  la  extension 
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sean  necesarlos  para  realizar  reparaciones  inmedlatas  a  fas  condlcfones  de  la  propledad  que 
afecten  considerablameme  la  salud  o  la  seguridad  del  propietario  o  la  persona  que  reside  en  la 
propiedad  y  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  lo  de|e  asentado  por  escrito;  y 

(D)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  es  formalizado  por  el 
propietario  y  el  conyugedel  propietario  solo  en  la  oficinade  un  prestamista  extemoquehace  una 
extensl6n  del  credito  por  el  trabaio  y  los  materiales,  un  abogado  o  una  compafila  detitulos  de 
propiedad; 

{6)  una  extension  del  credito  que: 

(A)  esta  garantizada  mediants  un  gravamerj  voluntarlo  sobre  la  propiedad, 
creado  conforme  a  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  todos  los  propietarios  y  los 
cdnyuges  de  todos  los  pro  pietarios; 

(B)  es  de  un  monto  principal  que  al  ser  anadido  a  la  sums  total  de  los  saidos 
pendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  otras  deudas  garantizadas  por  embargos  validos  sobre  ta 
propiedad  no  supera  el  80  por  ciento  del  valor  justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en 
que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito; 

(€}  no  Irene  posibilldad  recurrir  a  la  responsabilidad  personal  contra  cada 
propietario  y  el  conyuge  de  cada  propietario,  a  menos  que  el  propietario  o  su  c6nyuge  hayan 
obtenido  ia  extension  del  crddrto  mediante  un  fraude; 

(D)  est6  garantizada  por  un  gravamen  que  puede  ser  ejecutado  solo  por  una 

ordende  un  tribunal; 

(E)  no  requiere  que  el  propietario  o  el  cbnyuge  de!  propietario  pague, 

ademas  de  cualquier  intereso  puntos  de  descuento  de  buena  fe  utiirzados  para  reduclr  latasa  de 
Interes.  cualquier  tasa  a  cualquier  persona  que  sea  necesarfa  para  crear,  evaluar,  mantener, 
registrar,  garantlzar  o  revisar  la  extensrdn  del  credito  que  supere,  en  la  suma  total,  el  rfos  por 

ciento  del  monto  principal  original  de  la  extension  del  credito.  excepto  tasas  por: 

in  una  valoracion  imoosltiva  realizada  por  un  tasador  externo; 

till  la  agrlmensura  de  la  propiedad  realizada  por  un  agrlmensor 
registrado  o  licenclado  en  el  estado: 

({ill  una  prima  de  base  estataf  por  una  poliza  de  seeuro  de  tltulo  para 
hipoteca  con  resoaldas  egtablecidos  de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado;  o 

livl  un  tnforme  de  evaluacion  de  ti'tulo.  si  su  costo  es  menor  que  la 
prima  de  base  estatal  oor  u  na  D6liza  de  seeuro  de  titufo  para  hipoteca  sin  respaldos  establecldos 
de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado; 

(F|  no  es  un  tipo  de  Imea  de  credito  abierta  que  puede  ser  debitada 
ocasionalmente  o  conforms  a  la  cual  el  credito  puede  ser  extendido  ocasionalmente,  a  menos  que 
ia  Imea  de  credito  abierta  sea  una  llnea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario; 

(GJ  es  pagadera  por  anticipado  sin  penalizaclon  nl  otros  cargos; 

IHJ  no  est3  garantizada  por  ninguna  propiedad  real  o  personal  adlcional 
distinto  de  la  vivienda; 

(I)  ;derogada)  Ino-esta-gar-antizada-por  unavivicndn  quo  a-ia  focha  de  clerre 
sea  dosignodo  para-UGO  agn'cola  oogun  lo  ostablecido  por  las  loyes  que-r-igon  ol  impuosto-a-la 

propiedad,  a  menos-que  tal-vlvionda  gea  utilizodo  prlncipolmonto  para-ia-producdbn  do  Icche]; 

(j)  no  puede  acelerarse  por  una  disminucion  en  el  valor  dc  mercado  de  la 
vivienda  o  por  el  Incumplimiento  de)  propietario  con  respectoa  otras  deudas  no  garantizadas  por 
una  carga  v^lida  anterior  contra  la  vivienda; 

(K)  es  la  unica  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda  en  el  momento  en  que  sc 
hace  la  extensidn  del  crecfito,  a  menos  que  la  otra  deuda  haya  sido  hecha  por  un  propdsito  descrito 
en  lasSubsecciones  (a)(l)-(a)(5)  o  iaSubseccion  (a)(8)  de  esta  seccidn; 

(L)  esti  programada  para  ser  liquidada: 

(I)  en  sucesivas  cuotas  regulares  sustanclalmente  Iguales,  no  m6s 
frecuentemente  que  cada  14  dias  y  no  menos  frecuentementc  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  m6s 
de  dos  meses  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extensidn  del  credito,  cada  una  de  las  cuales 
equivale  o  supera  la  cantldad  de  interes  acumulado  desde  la  fecha  de  la  cuota  programada;  o 
(li)  si  la  extension  del  credito  es  una  llnea  de  crddito  con  respaldo 
hipotecario,  en  cuotas  regulares  descrltas  conforme  a  ia  Subseccion  {t)(8)  de  esta  seccldn; 

(M)  no  se  clerra  antes: 
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residencia  para  la  cual  se  redl  i  la  exendon  conforme  a  la  Suhsecddn  {ml  ((yj  de  esta  secdoa  en 
et  ultimo  ano  en  que  el  cdnyu,  sobreviviente  recibio  la  exendon  conform  e  a  esa  subseccion  para 
esa  residencia,  mientras  el  c6  .'/oge  sobreviviente  no  se  haya  vuelto  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  arma.  is. 

SECCldN  4.  Esta  enmit-  ida  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccldn,  la  cual  se  llevar  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicidn:  "La  enmienda  constitutional 
que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ‘Vecer  una  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  una  parte  del  valor 
de  mercado  de  la  residencia  p'  lncipal  de  un  veterano  pardalmente  discapacitado  o  del  conyuge 
sobreviviente  de  un  veterano ;  ardalmente  discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al 
veterano  discapacitado  por  u  a  organizacidn  benefica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
residencia  y  qua  armoniza  ciei  as  disposiciones  reladonadas  de  la  Constltucion  de  Texas". 

PROPUESTA  nOmERO  2  DEL  i  TADO  DE  TEXAS  S,J.R.  Ne  60 

r:  SOLUC|6n  CONJLfNTA  DEL  SENADO 

Se  propone  unaenmiendacor  tiluclonal  para  establecer  una  cantidac  m  enor  para  los  gastos  que 
se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestai  io  y  eliminar  ciertas  iimitaciones  de  gastos  de  financiamiento  para 
un  prdstamo  con  garantia  hipc.iecaria,  establecer  ciertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un 
prestamo  con  garantia  hipot  laria,  cambiar  ciertas  opciones  para  el  refinanciamiento  de  los 
prdstamos  con  garantia  hipot;  aria,  cambiar  e!  u  mbral  para  el  antidpo  de  una  Ifnea  de  cr4 dito  con 
respa  Ido  hipotecario  y  otorgai  pr^stamos  con  garantia  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas  agricolas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  r  TADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE; 

SECCION  1.  La  Seccidf  SO,  Articulo  XVI,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  se  enmienda  para 
modificar  las  Subsecciones  (a},  [f),  (g)  y  (t)  y  anadir  la  Subseccion  (f-1)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(a)  La  vivienda  de  un;  familia  o  una  persona  adulta  soltera  sera  y  por  la  presente  esta 
protcgida  contra  la  venta  forz„ia  para  el  pago  de  todas  las  deudas,  con  excepcion  de: 

(1)  el  precio  dt  .rompra  o  una  parte  de  ese  precio  de  compra; 

(2)  los  impuesi  IS  que  correspondan; 

(3)  las  sumas  c .  uitativas  pagadas  por  una  parte  a  otra  impuestas  sobre  la  totalidad 
de  la  propiedad  por  una  order  iel  tribunal  0  por  un  acuerdo  escrito  entre  las  partes  de  la  division, 
incluida  la  deuda  de  un  cdnyu;  ‘i  a  favor  del  otro  que  resulte  de  la  division  o  la  adjudicacion  de  una 
residencia  familiar  en  un  julci  ■  de  divorcio; 

(4)  el  reflnancit,  .liento  de  un  gravamen  sobre  una  vivienda,  induso  el  gravamen  del 
impuesto  federal  que  resulte  .ie  la  deuda  trihutaria  de  ambos  cdnyuges,  si  !a  vivienda  es  una 
residencia  familiar,  o  de  la  de,  da  tributaria  del  propietario; 

(5)  el  trabajo  v  los  materiales  utilizados  para  construir  nuevas  mejoras  en  la 
vivienda,  si  fueron  contratado  ••  por  escrito,  o  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  utilizados  para  reparar  o 
renovar  las  mejorar  existente;  que  hubiera  si; 

(A)  el  itabajo  y  los  materiales  son  contratados  por  escrito  con  el 
consentimiento  de  ambos  cot; ,  uges  en  el  caso  de  una  residencia  familiar,  y  proporcionados  de  ia 
misma  manera  que  se  exige  a.  nacer  la  venta  y  la  transferencia  de  la  vivienda; 

(B)  el  c  ntrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  no  es  formalizado  por  el 
propietario  o  por  el  cdnyuge  U  .>1  propietario  antes  del  quinto  d(a  despues  de  que  el  propietario 
presenta  una  solicitud  escrita  vara  cualquier  extension  del  cr^dito  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales,  a 
menos  que  el  trabajo  y  los  mat  .dales  sean  necesarlos  para  realizar  reparadones  inmediatas  a  las 
condiciones  de  la  propiedad  q.  eafectenconsiderablementelasaludo  a  seguridad  del  propietario 
0  la  persona  que  reside  en  la  i  ropledad  y  que  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  lo  deje  asentado  por 
escrito; 

(C)  el  Ci.  iitratq  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  dispone  axpresamente  que  el 
propietario  puede  rescindir  tl  contrato  sin  penalizacion  ni  cargos  dentro  de  los  tres  dfas 
posteriores  a  la  firma  del  conl.ato  por  todas  las  partes,  a  menos  que  el  trabajo  y  Ids  materiales 
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PROPUESTA  NOMERO  1  DEI  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  H.J.R.  Nfi  21 

RESOLUCibN  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  cAmaRA  DE  REPR6SENTANTE5 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constltucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exend6n  del 
impuesto  ad  valorem  de  uia  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  de  un  veterano 
parcialmente  discapadtado  o  del  cdnyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  pardaimente 
discapadtado,  si  la  resider  da  principal  f  ue  donada  a  I  veterano  discapadtado  por  una  organizacidn 
ben^fica  par  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  y  que  armonfza  dertas  dlsposidones 
reiaclonadas  de  la  ConstU uclon  de  Texas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUElVE: 

5£CCI6n  1.  La  Seccion  1-b  {!),  Articulo  Vlll^  de  !a  Constitudon  de  Texas,  tal  como  propone 
la  H  J.R.  24, 833  Sesion  Legislativa,  Sesidn  Regular,  2013,  se  enmienda  para  leerse  de  fa  siguiente 
manera; 

(1)  la  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapadtado  tiene  derecho  a  redbir  una  exendon  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  en  un  porcentaje  del 
valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  veterano  discapadtado  qu  e  sea  igual  a(  porcentaje 
de  discapaddad  del  veterano  discapadtado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano 
discapadtado  por  una  organizacion  ben^fica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia 
ofindoaL  o  incluso  a  nlngtn  costo  para  el  veterano  discapadtado.  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general, 
puede  disponer  requisites  de  elegibilidad  adiclonales  para  recibir  la  exencidn.  Para  los  propositos 
de  esta  subseeddn,  un  "veterano  parcialmente  discapadtado"  es  un  veterano  discapadtado  tal 
como  se  describe  en  la  Seccidn  2(b)  de  este  articulo,  que  posee  un  certlficado  que  indica  que  tiene 
una  dasificacion  de  discapacidad  de  menos  del  100  por  dento.  Una  fimitacidn  o  restrlcddn  al 
derecho  de  un  veterano  discapadtado  a  recibir  una  exencidn  conforme  a  la  Seccidn  2(fa)  de  este 
articulo,  0  al  monto  de  una  exencidn  conforme  a  la  Seccidn  2(b),  no  se  aplica  a  fas  exenciones 
conforme  a  esta  subseccidn. 

SECCION  2.  La  Seccidn  1-b  (1),  Articulo  VII!,  de  la  Constitudon  de  Texas,  tal  como  propone 
la  HJ.R.  62,  833  Sesidn  Legislativa,  Sesidn  Regular,  2013,  es  redesignada  como  Seccidn  l‘b{m}, 
Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitudon  de  Texas,  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

Imi  Ifi)]  la  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  el  ednyuge  sobreviviente  de  un 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  a-madas  de  los  Estados  Unldos  que  resulte  muerto  en  combats  tenga 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totolidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  la  residencia  orincipal  del  ednyuge  sobreviviente  mientras  este  no  se  haya  vuelto  a 
casar  desde  fa  muerte  del  miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECCIOn  3.  La  Seccidn  l-b(m},  Articulo  VIH,  de  la  Constitucldn  de  Texas,  es  redesignada 
como  Seccidn  l-b(n},  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucidn  de  Texas,  y  modifreada  para  leerse  de  la 
siguiente  manera: 

(n)  la  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  ednyuge  sobreviviente,  que 

califica  para  recibir  y  recibe  una  exencidn  segiin  lo  establectdo  en  la  Subseccidn  jm)  [(4))  de  esta 
seccidn  y  que  posteriormente  califica  una  propiedad  distinta  como  su  residencia  principal,  tiene 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  residencia  callficada  posteriormente 
en  un  monto  equivalente  al  valor  en  dolares  de  la  exencidn  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  primera 
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survivino  spoose  v?h(  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 

accordance  with  Subs^  'tion  (o)  of  this  section  and  who  subsequently 

qualifies  a  diilferen'  property  as  the  surviving  spouse's  residence 
homestead  is  entitle-  to  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
the  aubseouently  qu<  '  ified  homestead  in  an  amount  equal  to  the 
dollar  amount  of  th  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  the 
first  homestead  for  \  lich  the  exemption  was  received  in  accordance 
with  Subsection  (o)  :  this  section  In  the  last  year  in  which  the 

surviving  spouse  zee  ived  the  exemption  in  accordance  with  that 
subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has  not 
remarried  since  the  3ath  of  the  first  responder. 

SECTION  2.  The  •oliowing  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PROVIf  ON.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies  to 
the  constitutional  -  ^lendment  proposed  by  the  8Sth  Legislature, 
Regular  Session,  2D1  ,  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for 
an  exemption  from  ad'  /alorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market 
value  of  the  residenc -  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first 

responder  who  is  kil.^d  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty. 

fb)  Sections  ~b(o)  and  (p)  >  Article  VIII,  of  this 
constitution  take  e£  act  January  1,  2018,  and  apply  only  to  a  tax 

year  beginning  on  or  rfter  that  date. 

(c)  This  tempo  irv  provision  expires  January  1,  2019. 

SECTION  3.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vot^  ‘S  at  an  election  to  be  hold  November  7, 
2017.  The  ballot  sh  U  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or 
against  the  proposit  fn:  "The  constitutional  amendment 
authorizing  the  legi.  iature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  .  il  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  :  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder 
who  is  killed  or  fat  lly  injured  in  the  line  of  duty." 


STATE  OP  TEXAS  PROPO • XTION  7 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 


H.J.R.  No.  37 


proposing  a  consti- 
authority  to  permit 
to  award  prizes  by  1. 
BE  IT  RESOLVED  } 
SECTION  1.  Sec. 
amended  by  adding  Su: 
(d~2)  Subsecti 


..tional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
redit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
t  to  promote  savings . 

Y  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
ion  47/  Article  III,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
section  (d-2)  to  read  as  follows: 

(a)  of  this  section  does  not  prohibit  the 

other  financial 


institutions 

to  cond» 

:t,  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imoosed 

±x 

general  law, 

promotJ 

.  nal  activities  to  promote  savings  in  which 

prizes  are 

awarded 

CO  one  or  more  of  the  credit  union’s 

or 

financial  institutio:  *s  depositors  selected  by  lot. 

SECTION  2.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  votr  s  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  1,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  again.st  the 
proposition:  "The  coj.  :titutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  '  :edit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  award  prizes  by  !•  i  to  promote  savings." 
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H.J.R.  No,  100 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  5 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendmont  on  professional  sports  team 
charitable  foundations  conducting  charitable  raffles. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Section  41(d-l),  Article  III,  Texas  Constitvjtion, 
is  amended  to  read  as  foliov/s: 

{d-D  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  permit  a 
professional  sports  team  charitable  foundation  to  conduct 
charitable  raffles  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
general  law.  The  law  may  authorii:e  the  charitable  foundation  to 
pay  with  the  raffle  proceeds  reasonable  advertising,  promotional, 
and  administrative  expenses.  A  law  enacted  under  this  subsection 
applies  [iSciy — only  to  an  entity  [ that' ’-i-sj  defined  as  a 
professional  sports  team  charitable  foundation  under  that  law  [on 
JonTwaoc-y — I-,- — 5-Q-l-6y]  and  may  only  allov;  charitable  raffles  to  be 
conducted  at  games  hosted  at  the  home  venue  of  the  professional 
sports  team  associated  v;ith  a  professional  sports  team  charitable 
foundation.  In  this  subsection,  ^’professional  sports  team'^  means; 

(1)  a  team  organized  in  this  state  that  is  a  member  of 
Major  League  Baseball,  the  National  Basketball  Association,  the 

National  Hockey  League,  the  National  Football  League,  Major  League 

Soccer,  the  American  Hockey  League,  the  East  Coast  Hockey  League, 

the  American  Association  of  Independent  Professional  Baseball,  the 

Atlantic  League  of  Professional  Baseball,  Minor  League  Baseball, 

the  National  Basketball  Association  Development  League,  the 

National  Wotnerrs  Soccer  League,  the  Major  Arena  Soccer  League,  the 

United  Soccer  League,  or  the  Women's  National  Basketball 

Association; 

(2)  a  person  hosting  a  motorsports  racing  team  event 
sanctioned  by  the  National  Association  for  Stock  Car  Auto  Racing 

(NASCAR),  INDYCar,  or  another  nationally  recognized  motorsports 

racing  association  at  a  venue  in  this  state  with  a  permanent 

seating  capacity  of  not  less  than  75,000; 

(3)  an  organization  hosting  a  Professional  Golf 
Association  event;  or 

any  other  professional  sports  team  defined  by  law. 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendii\ent  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  ’*The  constitutional  amendment  on  professional  sports 
team  charitable  foundations  conducting  charitable  raffles." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  6  S.J.R.  No.  1 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of 
the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse 
of  a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line 
of  duty. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATS  OF  TEXAS: 


SECTION  1.  Section  1-b,  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  adding  Subsections  <o)  and  ipl  to  read  as  follows: 

(o)  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 

survivATJO  sDouse  of  a  first  resoonder  who 

is  killed  or  fatally 

injured  in  the  3  ine  of  duty  is  entitled  to 

an  exemption  from  ad 

valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the 

market  value  of  the 

survi'v'ing  spouse  s  residence  homestead  if  th 

e  surviving  spouse  has 

not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  f; 

Irst  responder.  The 

legislature  bv  general  law  mav  define  *' 

first  responder"  for 

purposes  of  this  subsection  and  may 

prescribe  additional 

elioibrlitv  requirements  for  the  exemotion  authorised  bv  this 

subsection . 

(p)  The  legislature  bv  general  law 

may  provide  that  a 
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office  that  is  fill  i  by  appointment  of  the  Governor  with  the 


advice 

and  coiisent  <. 

.  the  Senate  and  that  is  not  an  office  for 

which  the  officer  r 

.-eives  a  salary,  the  period  for  which  thei 

officer 

shall  conti'^ 

;e  to  oerform  the  duties  of  office  under 

Subsection  (a)  of  th 

•>  section  ends  on  the  last  day  of  the  first 

requiar 

session  of  th 

Legislature  that  begins  after  the  e.xpiration 

of  the  term. 

SECTION  2.  Thi^  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vote  s  at  an  election  to  be  held  Novejuber  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  orinted  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  cc  atitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 

certain  officeholder,  appointed  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by 
the  senate  after  the  -xpiration  of  the  person's  term  of  office." 

STATE  OP  TEXAS  EROPO  -:TION  4  S.J.R.  Ko.  6 

EN.ATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitut  ^nal  amendment  authorising  the  legislature  to 
require  a  court  to  .  'ovide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  i  .ristitutionality  of  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legi  .ature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period  before 
the  court  may  c  ter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional . 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  !  '  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Art  le  V,  Texas  Constitution,  is  amended  by 
adding  Section  32  to  .ead  as  follows: 

Sec.  32.  Notwi  .standing  Section  1,  Article  II,  of  this 
constitution,  the  le.  slature  may: 

ill  requii  a  court  in  which  a  party  to  litigation  files 
a  petition,  motlo  or  other  pleading  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  '  statute  of  this  state  to  provide  notice  no 
the  attorney  general  of  the  challenge  if  the  party  raising  the 
challenge  notifies  t  .e  court  that  the  party  is  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  he  statute;  and 

(2)  presc.  be  a  reasonable  period,  which  may  not  exceed 
4S  days,  after  the  pi  vision  of  that  notice  during  which  the  court 
mav  not  enter  a  iudq  .-nt  holding  the  statute  unconstrtutlonal . 

SECTION  2.  The  ollowing  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  PRO'JI  :ON.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies 
with  respect  to  the  institutional  amend-ment  proposed  by  the  85th 
LegisJ.ature,  Regular  ession,  2017,  authorizing  the  legislarure  to 
reguire  a  court  to  i,  .-ovide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  ■  .nstitutionalitv  of  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legi  mature  to  prescribe  a  vjaitrnc  period,  not  to 
exceed  45  days,  befo  ?  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the 
statute  unconstituti  lal . 

(b)  Section  402  010,  Government  Code,  as  added  bv  Chapter  808 

(H.B.  2425) ,  Acts  of  :he  32nd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2011, 
and  amended  bv  Chap  :ir  1162  (S.B.  392)  and  Chapter  1276  (H.B. 

143S1  ,  Acts  of  the  3rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013,  i.s 
validated  and  effect;  a  on  approval  of  the  constitutional  ainendiaent 
described  bv  Subsect:  n  (a)  of  this  teinporarv  provision  and  applies 
only  to  a  petition,  .otion,  or  other  pleading  filed  on  or  after 
January  1,  201B. 

(c)  This  tempo  irv  provision  expires  January  2,  2016. 

SECTION  3.  Thi  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 

submitted  to  the  vote  s  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 

legislature  to  req-ui  s  a  court  co  provide  notice  to  the  attorney 
general  of  a  challenr  .■  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  state  statute 
and  authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period 
before  the  court  i.  y  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconstitutional . " 
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homestead  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  established,  does 
not  exceed  an  amount  described  under  Subsection  (a) (6) (B)  of  this 
section; 


(6)  (repealed)  { rre— erddi-t-ir^?»a-3: — deb-i-^je — ©-?— 


(7)  Che  lender  or  holder  may  not  unilaterally  amend  the 
extension  of  credit;  and 


(8)  repayment  is  to  be  made  in  regular  periodic 
installments,  not  more  often  than  every  14  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  beginning  not  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  is  established,  and: 

(A)  during  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  each  installment  equals  or  exceeds  the  amount  of 
accrued  interest;  and 

(B)  after  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  installments  are  substantially  equal. 

SECTION  2.  The  follov/irig  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution: 

TEMPORARY  l^RQVISION.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  applies  to 

the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  95th  Legislature, 

Regular  Session,  2017,  to  establish  a  lov;er  amount  for  expenses 

that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain  financing 

expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing  certain 

authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing  certain 

options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing  the 

threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 

allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

(b)  The  constitutional  amendment  takes  effect  January  1/ 

203B. 

(c)  The  changes  in  law  made  by  the  constitutional  amendment 

apply  only  to  a  home  equity  loan  made  on  or  after  the  effective 

date  of  the  constitutional  amendment  and  to  an  existing  home  equity 

loan  that  Is  refinanced  on  or  after  the  effective  date  of  the 
constitutional  amendment. 

(d)  This  temporary  provision  takes  effect  on  the  adoption  of 

the  constitutional  amendment  by  the  voters  and  expires  January  1, 

2019. 

SECTION  3.  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall,  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017, 
The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  provide  for  voting  for  or  against 
the  proposition:  "'The  constitutional  amendment  to  establi.sh  a 

lower  amount  for  expenses  that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and 
removing  certain  financing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity 
loan,  establishing  certain  authorized  lenders  to  make  a  home  equity 
loan,  changing  certain  options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity 
loans,  changing  che  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit,  and  allov;ing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural 
homesteads. 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  3  S.J.R.  No.  34 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  corstitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholders  after  the  expiration  of  the  person's  term  of 
o.ffice- 

BE  TT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISIATURE  OF  THE  STATS  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Section  17,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  17.  (a)  Except  as  provided  by  Subsection  (b)  of  this 

section,  all  officers  of  this  State  shall  continue 

to  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall 
be  duly  qualified. 

(b)  Following  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  an  appointive 
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BLANKS  FOR  SOBSTANTI^  TERMS  OF  AGREEMENT  LEFT  TO  BE  FILLED  IN; 

"(4)  NOT  REQUXP.  THAT  YOO  SIGN  A  CONFESSION  OF  JUDGMENT  OR 
POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  sNOTHER  PERSON  TO  CONFESS  JUDGMENT  OS  APPEAR 
IN  A  LEGAL  PROCEEDING  ON  YOUR  BEHALF; 

“  (5)  PROVIDE  TH  T  YOU  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOUR  FINAL  LOAN 
APPLICATION  AND  ALL  I  .ECOTED  DOCUMENTS  YOU  SIGH  AT  CLOSING; 

"(6)  PROVIDE  T  iT  THE  SECURITY  INSTRUMENTS  CONTAIN  A 
DISCLOSURE  THAT  THIS  TOAN  IS  A  LOAN  DEFINED  BY  SECTION  50(a)i6), 
ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  "  XAS  CONSTITUTION; 

"(7)  PROVIDE  TH/  '  WHEN  THE  LOAN  IS  PAID  IN  FULL,  THE  LENDER 
WILL  SIGN  AND  GIVE  Y  I  A  RELEASE  OF  LIEN  OR  AN  ASSIGNMENT  OF  THE 
LIEN,  WHICHEVER  IS  Af  ROPRIATE; 

"(8)  PROVIDE  TH  r  YOU  MAY,  WITHIN  3  DAYS  AFTER  CLOSING, 
RESCIND  THE  LOAN  WITl  ’UT  PENALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

"  O)  PROVIDE  TH.  T  YOU  AND  THE  LENDER  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE  FAIR 
MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  'ONE  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LOAN  CLOSES;  AND 

"(10)  PROVIDE  T1  iT  THE  LENDER  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL  PRINCIPAL  AND 
INTEREST  IF  THE  LK/OER  FAILS  TO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  LENDER'S 
OBLIGATIONS  UNLESS  7  ,iE  LENDER  CURES  THE  FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  AS 
PROVIDED  BY  SECTION  iO  (a)  ( 6)  (Q)  (x) ,  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION;  AND 

" (R)  IF  THE  LOAF  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(1)  YOU  £-!AY  REC  IST  ADVANCES,  REPAY  MONEY,  AND  REBORROW  MONEY 
UNDER  THE  LIME  OF  CRi  .TT; 

"(2)  EACH  ADVANi  5  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  MUST  BE  IN  AN 
AMOUNT  OF  AT  LEAST  000; 

"(3)  YOU  MAY  NO  USE  A  CREDIT  CARD,  DEBIT  CARD,  OR  SIMILAR 
DEVICE,  OR  PREPRINTE  CHECK  THAT  YOU  DID  NOT  SOLICIT,  TO  OBTAIN 
ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  L-  E  OF  CREDIT; 

"(4)  ANY  FEES  Tl.  LENDER  CHARGES  MAY  BE  CHARGED  AND  COLLECTED 
ONLY  AT  THE  TIME  THE  INF.  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED  AND  THE  LF,NDER 
M.AY  NOT  CHARGE  A  FEE  ;N  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  ADVANCE; 

"(5)  THE  KAXIMUl  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  THAT  MAY  BE  EXTENDED,  WHEN 
ADDED  TO  ALL  OTHER  D' ITS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME,  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  K  RKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE 
OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLIS  ED; 

■'(6)  IF  THE  PRIN  IPAL  BALANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  A?  ANY 
TIME  EXCEEDS  ^  [«)]  1  SRC  ENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME, 
AS  DETERMINED  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED,  YOU 
MAY  NOT  CONTINUE  TO  R  QUEST  ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  UNTIL 
THE  BALANCE  IS  LESS  T  AN  80  PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE; 
AND 

"(7)  THE  LENDER  lAY  NOT  UNILATERALLY  AMEND  THE  TERMS  OF  THE 
LIKE  OF  CREDIT. 

"THIS  NOTICE  IS  WLY  A  SUMMARY  OF  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION.  YOUR  R  JKTS  ARE  GOVERNED  BY  SECTION  .SO,  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITl  :  ION,  -AND  NOT  BY  THIS  NOTICE." 

If  the  ciisoussit  s  with  the  borrower  are  conducted  prijtiari.ly 
in  a  language  other  t  in  English,  the  lender  shall,  before  closing, 
provide  an  additions  :  copy  of  the  notice  translated  into  the 
written  language  in  v  ich  the  discussions  were  conducted. 

(t)  A  home  equ  .y  line  of  credit  is  a  form  of  an  open-end 
account  that  may  be  c/  bited  from  time  to  time,  under  which  credit 
may  be  extended  from  ime  to  time  and  under  which; 

(1)  the  c  ..'ler  requests  advances,  repays  money,  and 
reborrows  money; 

(2)  any  si  gle  debit  or  advance  is  not  less  than  84,000; 

(3)  the  ow  ,ar  does  not  use  a  credit  card,  debit  card,  or 
similar  device,  or  pr,  printed  check  unsolicited  by  the  borrower,  to 
obtain  an  advance; 

(4)  any  ft  .s  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6) (E)  of  this 
section  are  charged  a  j  collected  only  at  the  time  the  extension  of 
credit  is  establish!-  i  and  no  fee  is  charged  or  collected  rn 
connection  with  any  obit  or  advance; 

(5)  the  m.  imum  principal  amount  that  may  be  extended 
under  the  account,  nen  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 
outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  indebtedness  secured  by  the 
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ALLOWS  CERTAIN  LOANS  TO  BE  SECURED  AGAINST  THE  EQUITY  IK  YOUR  HOME. 

SUCH  LOANS  ARE  COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  EQUITY  LOANS.  IF  YOU  DO  NOT 
REPAY  THE  LOAN  CR  IF  YOU  FAIL  TO  MEET  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  LOAN,  THE 
LENDER  MAY  FORECLOSE  AND  SELL  YOUR  HCilE.  THE  CONSTITUTION  PROVIDES 
THAT; 

"  (A)  THE  LO.AM  MUST  BE  VOLUNTARILY  CREATED  WITH  THE  CONSENT  OF 
EACH  OWNER  OF  YOUR  HOME  AND  EACH  OWNER'S  SPOUSE; 

”(B)  THE  PRINCIPAL  LOAN  .AMOUNT  AT  THE  TIME  THE  LOAN  IS  MADE 
MUST  NOT  EXCEED  AN  AMOUNT  THAT,  WHEN  ADDED  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL 
BALANCES  OF  ALL  OTHER  LIENS  AGAINST  YOUR  HOME,  IS  MORE  THAN  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME; 

■'  (C)  THE  LO.AN  MUST  BE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LI.ABILITY 
AGAINST  YOU  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE  UNLESS  YOU  OR  YOUR  SPOUSE  OBTAINED  THIS 


EXTENSION  OF  CREDIT  BY  ACTUAL  FRAUD; 

"(D)  THE  LIEN  SECURING  THE  LOAN  MAY  BE  FORECLOSED  UPON  ONLY 
WITH  A  COURT  ORDER; 

"(E)  FEES  AND  CHARGES  TO  MAKE  THE  LOAN  HAY  NOT  EXCEED  2  C^j 
PERCENT  OF  THE  LOAN  AMOUNT,  EXCEPT  FOR  A  FES  OR  CHARGE  FOR  AN 


PERFORMED 

BY  A 

STATE  REGISTERED  OR  LICENSED  SURVEYOR,  A  STATE 

BASE 

PREMIUM 

FOR 

A  MORTGAGEE  POLICY  OF  TITLE  INSURANCE 

WITH 

ENDORSEMENTS,  OR  A  TITLE  EXAMINATION  REPORT; 

“(F)  THE  LOAN  MAY  NOT  BE  AN  OPEN-END  ACCOUNT  THAT  MAY  BE 
DEBITED  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  OR  UNDER  WHICH  CREDIT  MAY  BE  EXTENDED 
FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  UNLEsSS  IT  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(G)  YOU  MAY  PREPAY  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PENALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

"(H)  NO  ADDITIONAL  COLLATERAL  MAY  BE  SECURITY  FOR  THE  LOAN; 

" ( I )  (repealed) 

cioEINc'— 'IHLSSS — ?HE — .ACRICUL?-Ua.AL — H0.MEST5A6 — PROPERTY — IS — SBSB 

PRIMARILY  F0R  -TH5 -PRODUCTION  OF-MPLS]  ; 

"(J)  YOU  AP,E  NOT  REQUIRED  TO  REPAY  THE  LOAN  EARLIER  THAN 
f>GREED  SOLELY  BECAUSE  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  DECREASES 
OP.  BECAUSE  YOU  DEFAULT  ON  ANOTHER  LOAN  THAT  IS  NOT  SECURED  BY  YOUR 


HOME; 

"(Kl  ONLY  ONE  LOAN  DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a) (6),  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  KAY  BE  SECURED  WITH  YOUR  HOME  AT  ANY 


GIVEN  TIME; 

"(L)  THE  LO.AN  MUST  BE  SCHEDULED  TO  BE  REPAID  IN  PAYMENTS  THAT 
EQUAL  OR  EXCEED  THE  AMOUNT  OF  ACCRUED  INTEREST  FOR  EACH  PAYMENT 
PERIOD; 

"  (M)  THE  LO.hN  may  not  close  before  12  D.AYS  AFTER  YOU  SUBMIT  A 
LOAN  APPLICATION  TO  THE  LENDER  OR  BEFORE  32  DAYS  AFTER  YOU  RECEIVE 
THIS  NOTICE,  WHCCHEVER  DATE  IS  LATER;  AND  MAY  NOT  WITHOUT  YOUR 
CONSENT  CLOSE  BEFORE  ONE  BUSINESS  DAY  AFTER  THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  YOU 
RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOUR  LOAN  APPLICATION  IF  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  PROVIDED 
.AND  A  FINAL  ITEKI7.ED  DISCLOSURE  OF  THE  ACTUAL  FEES,  POINTS, 
INTEREST,  COSTS,  AND  CHARGES  THAT  WILL  BE  CHARGED  AT  CLOSING;  AND 
IF  YOUR  HOME  WAS  SECURITY  FOR  THE  SAME  TYPE  OS'  LOAN  WITHIN  THE  PAST 
YEAR,  A  NEW  LOAN  SECURED  BY  THE  SAME  PROPERTY  MAY  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE 
ONE  YEAR  HAS  PASSED  FROM  THE  CLOSING  DATE  OF  THE  OTHER  LOAN,  UNLESS 
ON  OATH  YOU  REQUEST  AN  EARLIER  CLOSING  DUE  TO  A  DECLARED  STATE  OF 
EMERGENCY; 

"  (N)  THE  LOAN  MAY  CLOSE  ONLY  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  LENDER, 
TITLE  COMPANY,  OR  AN  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW; 

’’  (O)  THE  LENDER  MAY  CHARGE  ANY  FIXED  OR  VARIABLE  RATE  OF 
INTERE.ST  AUTHORIZED  BY  STATUTE; 

"(P)  ONLY  A  IJ\WF0LLY  AUTHORIZED  LENDER  E-4AY  MAKE  LOANS 
DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a)(6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION; 

"(0)  LOANS  DESCRIBED  BY  SECTION  50(a)(6),  ARTICLE.  Xvl,  OF  THE 
TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  MUST: 

"(1)  NOT  REQUIRE  YOU  TO  APPLY  THE  PROCEEDS  TO  ANOTHER  DEBT 
EXCEPT  A  DEBT  THAT  IS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME  OR  OWED  TO  ANOTHER 
LENDER; 

"(2)  NOT  REQUIRE  THAT  YOU  ASSIGN  WAGES  AS  SECURITY; 

"(3)  NOT  REQUIRE  THAT  YOU  EXECUTE  INSTRUMENTS  WHICH  HAVE 
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property. 

(f)  A  refinance 
of  which  is  an  exten 
of  this  section,  may 
homestead  unless  eit' 

{!)  the  r' 
described  by  Subsect ^ 
(2)  all  o- 

m . 

anniversary  of  the  d. 

(li) 

include  the  advance  t 

described  by  Subsect: 

lender  to  refinance  i 

(C)  1 

a  principal  amount  t 

outscandlnc  principal 

valid  encuinbrancea  o; 

60  Percent  of  the  fa 

the  refinance  of  the 

[D1 

written  notice  on  a 

business  day  after  ti 

to  the  lender  and  at 

the  extension  of  ere 

■'YQOR  EXISTING 
EQUITY  LOflW.  YOU  MAY 

I, PAN  AS  EITHER  A  HOMi 

OFFERED  BY  YOUR  LEND 

■'HOME  EQUITY  LC 
LENDER  HAY  OMLY  FOR: 

ORDER.  A  HOME  EQUIT 

LIABILITY  AGAINST  YQj 

"IF  YOU  HAVE  AF 
LOAN  AS  A  NON-HOME 

PROTECTIONS,  A  NON-’ 

"(1)  WILL 

ORDER; 

■'{2)  WILL 
AGAINST  YOU  AMD  YOUR 

" (3)  MAY  J 
NOT  BE  PERMITTED  IN  . 

"BEFORE  YOU  REF 
XT  A  NON-HOME  EQUITY 

YOU  ARE  WAIVING  IM 

PROVIDE  UNDER  THE  7 

ATTORNEY  OF  YOUR  CHQ: 

"YOU  HAY  WISH  T< 
HOME  EQUITY  LOAN.  H 

INTEREST  RATE  AND  CL- 

(f-1)  A  lien  s 

(fl  12)  of  this  sec. 

Subsection  (a)  14)  of 

owner  or  the  owner ' s 

Subsection  (£) (21  c 

establishes  that  th< 

section  have  been  me 

(g)  An  extensii 

this  section  may  be 
property  if  the  extet 
day  after  the  lender 
notice  on  a  separate 
"NOTICE  CONCERN 
50(a) (6),  ARTICLE  XV 
"SECTION  50(a) ( 


uf  debt  secured  by  the  homestead,  any  portion 
on  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6) 
.not  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  the 
•r: 

inance  of  the  debt  is  an  extension  of  credit 
.'n  (a)  (6)  or  (a)  (7)  of  this  section;  or 
the  following  conditions  are  .1161: 

.e  refinance  is  not  closed  before  the  first 

e  the  extension  of  credit  was  closed; 

■le  refinanced  extension  of  credit  does  not 

f  any  additional  funds  other  than: 

-)  funds  advanced  to  refinance  a  debt 

.ns  (a) (1)  through  (a) 17)  of  this  section;  or 

.1)  actual  costs  and  reserves  required  by  the 

,te  debt; 

:e  refinance  of  the  extension  cf  credit  is  of 

it  when  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 

balances  of  all  other  indebtedness  secured  by 

record  against  the  homestead  does  not  exceed 

r  market  value  of  the  homestead  on  the  date 

xtension  of  credit  is  made;  and 

te  lender  provides  the  ow-ter  the  following 

separate  document  not  later  than  the  third 

■  date  the  owner  submits  the  loan  aoolioation 

east  12  days  before  the  date  the  refinance  of 

.t  is  closed: 

PAN  THAT  YOU  DESIRE  TO  REFIN.ANCE  IS  A  HOME 

iWVE  THE  OPTION  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  HOME  EQUITY 

EQUITY  LOAN  OR  AS  A  NON-HOME  EQUITY  IPAH,  IF 

.NS  HAVE  IMPORTANT  CONSUMER  PROTECTIONS.  A 

ILOSE  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  BASED  ON  A  COURT 

LOAN  MUST  BE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL 

AND  YOUR  SPOUSE. 

LIED  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HONE  EQUITY 

QUITY  LOAN,  YOU  WILL  I.OSF,  CERTAIN  CONSUMER 

'HE  EQUITY  REFINANCED  LOAN: 

SRMIT  THE  I.ENDER  TO  FORECLCSE  WITHOUT  A  COURT 

3E  WITH  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 

iPOUSS;  AND 

SO  CONTAIN  OTHER  TERMS  OR  CQHDrTIOW.S  THAT  MAY 

TRADITIONAL  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN. 

)ANCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HOMF,  EQUITY  LO,AN  TO  MAKS 

-PAN,  YOU  S.HOULP  MAKE  EURE  YOU  i;NDF,R.STAND  THAT 

PRTANT  PROTECTIONS  THAT  HOME  EQUITY  LOANS 

■H  .AND  SHOULD  CONSIDER  CONSULTING  WITH  AN 

:ING  REGARDING  THESE  PROTECTIONS. 

ASK  YOUR  LENDER  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  LOAN  ,AS  A 

NEVER,  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  MAY  HAVE  A  HIGHER 

.;ING  COSTS  THAN  A  NQN-HOMF,  EQUITY  LOAN." 

curing  a  refinance  of  debt  under  Subsection 

on  Is  deemed  to  be  a  lien  descr.ibed  by 

this  section.  .An  affidavit  executed  by  the 

pouse  acknowledging  that  tne  requireraents  of 

this  section  have  been  met  conclusively 

requirements  of  Subsection  (a) (4)  of  this 

of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6)  of 
secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  homestead 
lion  of  credit  is  not  closed  before  the  12th 
provides  tlie  owner  with  the  following  written 
'.nstrument: 

MG  EXTENSIONS  OF  CREDIT  DEFINED  BY  SECTION 
TEXAS  CONSTITUTION: 

),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION 
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extension  of  credit,* 


(viii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  any 
spouse  of  the  owner  may,  v^ithin  three  days  after  the  extension  of 
credit  is  made,  rescind  the  extension  of  credit  without  penalty  or 
charge; 

(ix)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  the  lender 
sign  a  written  acknowledgment  as  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
homestead  property  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(X)  except  as  provided  by  Subparagraph  (xi)  of 
this  paragraph,  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for  the 
extension  of  credit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of  the 
extension  of  credit  if  the  lender  or  holder  fails  to  comply  with 
the  lender’s  or  .holder’s  obligations  under  the  extension  of  credit 
and  fails  to  correct  the  failure  to  comply  not  later  than  the  60th 
day  after  the  dace  the  lender  or  holder  is  notified  by  the  borrower 
of  the  Iender*s  failure  to  comply  by; 

(a)  paying  to  the  ov.’ner  an  amount  equal 
to  any  overcharge  paid  by  the  owner  under  or  related  to  the 
extension  of  credit  if  the  owner  has  paid  an  amount  that  exceeds  an 
amount  stated  in  the  applicable  Paragraph  (E),  {G) ,  or  {0)  of  this 
subdivision; 

(b)  sending  the  owner  a  written 
acknowledgement  that  the  lien  is  valid  only  in  the  amount  that  the 
extension  of  credit  does  not  exceed  the  percentage  described  by 
Paragraph  (B)  of  this  subdivision,  if  applicable,  or  is  not  secured 
by  property  described  under  Paragraph  (H)  — HH*)  of  this 
subdivision,  if  applicable; 

(c}  sending  the  owner  a  v-/ritten  notice 
modifying  any  other  amount,  percentage,  term,  or  other  provision 
prohibited  by  th_s  section  to  a  permitted  amount,  percentage,  term, 
or  other  provision  and  adjusting  the  account  of  the  borrower  to 
ensure  that  the  borrower  is  not  required  to  pay  more  than  an  amount 
permitted  by  this  section  and  is  not  subject  to  any  other  term  or 
provision  prohibited  by  this  section; 

{d)  delivering  the  required  documents^  to 
the  borrower  if  the  lender  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (v)  of 
this  paragraph  or  obtaining  the  appropriate  signatures  if  the 
lender  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (ix)  of  this  paragraph; 

(e)  sending  the  owner  a  v;ritten 
acknowledgement,  if  the  failure  to  comply  is  prohibited  by 
Paragraph  (K)  of  this  subdivision,  that  the  accrual  of  interest  and 
all  of  the  owner’s  obligations  under  the  extension  of  credit  are 
abated  while  any  prior  lien  prohibited  under  Paragraph  (K)  remains 
secured  by  the  homestead;  or 

(f)  if  the  failure  to  comply  cannot  be 
cured  under  Subparagraphs  (x)(a5-(e)  of  this  paragraph,  curing  the 
failure  to  comply  by  a  refund  or  credit  to  the  owner  of  91,000  and 
offering  the  owner  the  right  to  refinance  the  extension  of  credit 
with  the  lender  or  holder  for;  the  remaining  term  of  the  loan  at  no 
cost  to  the  owner  on  the  same  terms,  including  interest,  as  the 
original  extension  of  credit  with  any  inodif icatlons  necessary  to 
comply  with  this  section  or  on  terms  on  which  the  ov:ner  and  the 
lender  or  holder  otherwise  agree  that  comply  with  this  section;  and 

(xi)  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for 
the  extension  of  credit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of 
the  extension  of  credit  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  by  a 
person  other  than  a  person  described  under  Paragraph  (P)  of  this 
subdivision  or  if  the  lien  v/as  not  created  under  a  written 
agreement  with  tne  consent  of  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse, 
unless  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse  who  did  not  initially 
consent  subsequently  consents; 

(7)  a  reverse  mortgage;  or 

(8)  the  conversion  and  refinance  of  a  personal  property 
lien  secured  by  a  manufactured  heme  to  a  lien  on  real  property, 
inciuding  the  refinance  of  the  purchase  price  cf  the  manufact-ared 
home,  the  cost  of  installing  the  manufactured  home  on  the  real 
property,  and  the  refinance  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  real 
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modify  previously  pr  ■/ided  documentation  on  the  date  of  closing; 
and 

.  iil  the  first  annivorsary  of  the  closing 
date  of  any  other  s,  tension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection 
(a)(6)  of  this  section  secured  by  the  same  homestead  property, 
except  a  refinance  iescribsd  by  Paragraph  (Q) (x) {£)  of  this 
subdivision,  unless  i.e  owner  on  oath  requests  an  earlier  closing 
due  to  a  state  of  emi. -gency  that: 

ia)  has  been  declared  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  or  he  governor  as  provided  by  law;  and 

(b)  applies  to  the  area  where  the 

homestead  ia  located, 

{N|  j  •  closed  only  at  the  office  of  the  lender,  an 
attorney  at  law,  or  <  title  company; 

(O)  )  rmits  a  lender  to  contract  for  and  receive 
any  fixed  or  variabls  rate  of  interest  authorized  under  statute; 

(P)  ,i.i  made  by  one  of  the  following  that  has  not 
been  found  by  a  fede  il  regulatory  agency  to  have  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  refusing  o  make  loans  because  the  applicants  for  the 
loans  reside  or  the  property  proposed  to  secure  the  loans  is 
located  in  a  certain  ^rea: 

(•.)  a  bank,  savings  and  loan  association, 
savings  bank,  or  cred  t  union  doing  business  under  the  lavjs  of  this 
state  or  the  United  States,  inciudlno  a  subs-dlarv  of  a  bank, 
savings  and  loan  a:,  sociation,  savings  bank,  or  credit  union 

described  by  this  sur laraqraph ; 

lii)  a  federally  chartered  lending 
instrumentality  or  a  r.erson  approved  as  a  mortgagee  by  the  United 
States  government  to  :.iake  federally  insured  loans; 

'  ii)  a  person  licensed  to  make  regulated 
loans,  as  provided  hj  statute  of  tlris  state; 

. iv)  a  person  who  sold  the  homestead  property 
to  the  current  owner  ,nd  who  provided  all  or  part  of  the  financing 
for  the  purchase; 

' /)  a  person  who  is  related  to  the  homestead 
property  owner  wit  , in  the  second  degree  of  affinity  or 
consanguinity;  or 

yi)  a  person  regulated  by  this  state  as  a 
mortgage  banker  or  me  -tgage  company  (brokorl ;  and 

(Q)  j. s  made  on  the  condition  that: 

the  owner  of  the  homestead  is  not  required 
to  apply  the  proceed:  of  the  extension  of  credit  to  repay  another 
debt  except  debt  se  ured  by  the  homestead  or  de)3t  to  another 
lender; 

.ii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  assign 
wages  as  security  fo.-.  the  extension  of  credit; 

.Mi)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  any 
instrument  in  whic):  bla:iks  rel.ating  to  substantive  terms  of 
agreement  are  left  t  be  filled  in; 

iv)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  a 
confession  of  judgmej  :  or  powe.i:  of  attorney  to  the  lender  or  to  a 
third  person  to  conf  ns  judgment  or  to  appear  for  the  owner  in  a 
judicial  proceeding; 

;>  at  the  time  the  extension  of  credit  is 
made,  the  owner  of  tt  •  homestead  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  final 
loan  application  and  .11  executed  documents  signed  by  the  owner  at 
closing  related  to  tl  i  extension  of  credit; 

.'il  the  security  instruments  securing  the 
extension  of  credit  contain  a  disclosure  that  the  extension  of 
credit  is  the  type  o!  credit  defined  by  Subsection  (a) (6)  of  this 

"  "  ”  ■  ;ii)  within  a  reasonaole  time  after 
termination  and  full  ayment  of  the  extension  of  credit,  the  lender 
cancel  and  return  the  promissory  note  to  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
and  give  the  owner,  in  recordable  form,  a  release  of  the  lien 
securing  the  extensicn  of  credit  or  a  copy  of  an  endorsement  and 
assignment  of  the  ’  ten  to  a  lender  tl'.at  is  refinancing  the 
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the  homestead  on  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(C)  is  without  recourse  for  personal  liability 
against  each  owner  and  the  spouse  of  each  owner,  unless  the  owner 
or  spouse  obtained  the  extension  of  crocirt  by  actual  fraud; 

(D)  is  secured  by  ei  lien  that  may  be  foreclosed 
upon  only  by  a  court  order; 

(i)  does  not  require  the  owner  or  the  owner's 
spouse  to  pay,  in  addition  to  any  interest  or  any  bona  fide 
discount  points  used  to  buy  down  the  interest  rate,  any  fees  to  any 
person  that  are  necessary  to  originate,  evaluate,  maintain,  record, 
insure,  or  service  the  extension  of  credit  that  exceed,  in  the 
aggregate,  two  {thrco]  percent  of  the  original  principal  amount  of 
the  extension  of  credit,  excluding  fees  for: 

(ij  an  appraisal  performed  by  a  third  party 

appraiser; 

(ii)  a  property  survey  performed  by  a  state 
registered  oir  licensed  surveyor; 

(iii)  a  state  base  premium  for  a  mortgagee 
title  insurance  with  endorsements  established  in 


accordance  v;ith  state  law 

;  or 

(iv) 

a  title  examination 

report  it  its  cost  is 

less  than 

the  state  base 

Diremium  for  a  mortgagee  policy  of 

title 

insurance 

without  endorsements  established  in 

accordance  with 

State 

law; 

1^)  is  not  a  form  of  open-end  account  that  may  be 
debited  from  time  to  time  or  under  which  credit  may  be  extended 
from  time  to  time  unless  the  open-end  account  is  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit; 

{G)  is  payable  in  advance  without  penalty  or  other 

charge; 

(i^)  is  nor.  secured  by  any  additional  real  or 
personal  property  other  than  the  homestead; 

(I)  {repealed)  (4^5 — £ve4 — securod — by — h-osie&feoxsd 


■-t-he-date-ot’ 

closir-g-is- 

-de- 

oignatod'  lor  cgrl-eu-lT-tHnaj: 

W.-.: 

rrK^g  tC">d'-'pr-ope-r' 

ty  io — ^s-ed~E 

the-p-reduotion  of  milk] ; 

(J)  may  not  bo  accelerated  because  of  a  decrease  in 
the  market  value  of  the  homestead  or  because  of  the  ovmer's  default 
under  o":her  indebtedness  not  secured  by  a  prior  valid  encumbrance 
against  the  homestead; 

(K)  is  the  only  debt  secured  by  the  homestead  at 
the  time  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  unless  the  other  debt  was 
made  for  a  purpose  described  by  Subsections  (a) (1 J - (a) (5)  or 
Subsection  (a)  (8!  of  this  section; 

(L)  is  scheduled  to  be  repaid: 

(i)  in  substantially  equal  successive  periodic 
installments,  not  more  often  than  every  14  days  and  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  beginning  no  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credit  is  made,  each  of  which  equals  or  exceeds  the 
amount  of  accrued  interest  as  of  the  date  of  the  scheduled 
installment;  or 

(ii)  If  the  extension  of  credit  is  a  home 
equity  line  of  credit,  in  periodic  payments  described  under 
Subsection  (t) (8)  of  this  section; 

(H)  is  closed  not  before: 

{i)  the  12th  day  after  the  later  of  the  date 
that  the  owner  ox  the  homestead  submits  a  loan  application  to  the 
lender  for  the  extension  of  credit  or  the  date  that  the  lender 
provides  the  owner  a  copy  of  the  notice  prescribed  by  Subsection 
(g)  of  this  section; 

(ii)  one  business  day  after  the  date  that  the 
owner  of  the  homestead  receives  a  copy  of  the  loan  application  if 
not  previously  provided  and  a  final  itemized  disclosure  of  the 
actual  fees,  points,  interest,  costs,  and  charges  that  will  be 
charged  at  closing.  If  a  bona  fide  emergency  or  another  good  cause 
exists  and  the  lender  obtains  the  written  consent  of  the  owner,  the 
lender  may  provide  the  documentation  to  the  owner  or  the  lender  may 
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provisions  of  the  Te:  is  Constitution." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPO  ;TI0R  2  S.J.R.  So,  60 

.ENATE  JOIMT  RESOLDTION 

proposing  a  constitu  tonal  amendment  establishing  a  lower  amount 
for  expenses  that  cai  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain 
financing  expense  lit  tations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing 
certain  authorized  )  riders  to  make  a  home  equity  loan,  changing 
certain  options  for  ‘  e  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing 
the  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 
allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  '  THE  LEGISLATURE  OB’  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 
SECTION  1.  Sec  on  50,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  amending  .  .ibsections  iai,  (f),  (g),  and  (t)  and  adding 
Subsection  (f-l!  to  :  .lad  as  follows: 

(a)  The  homest:  id  of  a  family,  or  of  a  single  adult  person, 
shall  be,  and  is  here  y  protected  from  forced  sale,  for  the  payment 
of  all  debts  except  >r: 

(1)  the  t  Tchaae  money  thereof,  or  a  part  of  such 

purchase  money; 

(2)  the  t  res  due  thereon; 

(3)  an  ow,  ty  of  partition  imposed  against  the  entirety 
of  the  property  by  a  court  order  or  by  a  written  agreement  of  the 
part.ies  to  the  parti’  ton,  including  a  debt  of  one  spouse  in  favor 
of  the  other  spouse  esulting  from  a  division  or  an  award  of  a 
family  homestead  in  ,  divorce  proceeding; 

(4)  the  ’  ^finance  of  a  lien  against  a  .homestead, 

including  a  federal  ax  lien  resulting  from  the  tax  debt  of  both 
spouses, "if  the  home  bead  is  a  family  homestead,  or  from  the  tax 
debt  of  the  owner; 

(5)  work  and  material  used  in  constructing  new 
improvements  thereon,  if  contracted  for  in  v;ritir.g,  or  work  and 
material  used  to  rep' ir  or  renovate  existing  improvements  thereon 
if: 

(A)  la  work  and  material  are  contracted  for  in 

writing,  with  the  cor  cent  of  both  spouses,  in  the  case  of  a  family 

homestead,  given  in  i  .e  same  manner  as  is  required  in  making  a  sale 

and  conveyance  of  th'.  homestead; 

(B)  :  le  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is  not 
executed  by  the  ownc  or  t'ne  owner's  spouse  before  the  fifth  day 
after  the  owner  mak:  ;  written  application  for  any  extension  of 
credit  for  the  v;ork  •  .d  material,  unless  the  work  and  material  are 
necessary  to  compie  a  iiranediate  repairs  to  condit.lons  on  the 
homestead  property  t  at  materially  affect  the  healch  or  safety  of 
the  owner  or  person  ;  'Siding  .in  the  homestead  and  t.he  owner  of  the 
homestead  acknowledg  3  such  in  writing; 

(C)  ;  se  contract  for  the  work  and  material 
expressly  provides  t;  :t  the  owner  may  rescind  the  contract  without 
penalty  or  charge  w  hin  three  days  after  the  execution  of  the 
contract  by  all  parti  s,  unless  the  work  and  material  are  necessary 
to  complete  immedia  e  repairs  to  conditions  on  the  homestead 
property  that  inateri  lly  affect  the,  health  or  safety  of  the  owner 
or  person  residing  ii  the  'nomestaad  and  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
acknowledges  such  in  writing;  and 

(D)  ‘  :ie  contract  for  the  wor.<  and  material  is 
executed  by  the  ownei  and  the  owner's  spouse  only  at  the  office  of 
a  third-party  lender  laking  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  work  and 
material,  an  attorr.e  •  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(6)  an  ex  insion  of  credit  that: 

(A)  .'  secured  by  a  voluntary  lien  on  the  homestead 

created  under  a  writ  an  agreement  with  the  consent  of  each  owner 
and  each  owner's  spo  se; 

(3)  ■ i  of  a  principal  amount  that  when  added  to  the 

aggregate  total  of  t\  ;  outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other 
indebtedness  secured  by  valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the 
homestead  does  not  e-:ceed  SO  percent  of  the  fair  market  value  of 
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H.J.R.  No,  21 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  1 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  aifienclment  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  part  of  the 
market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  or  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled  veteran  if 
the  residence  homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a 
charitable  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of 
the  Texas  Constitution . 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1.  Section  l-b(l),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.R.  24,  S3rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

(1)  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
partially  disabled  veteran  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  a  percentage  of  the  market  value  of  the 
disabled  veteran residence  homestead  that  is  equal  to  the 
percentage  of  disability  of  the  disabled  veteran  if  the  residence 
homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a  charitable 
organization  for  les.s  than  the  market  value  of  the  residence 
homestead/  including  at  no  cost  to  the  disabled  veteran.  The 
legisiaT  ure  by  general  law  may  provide  additional  eligibility 
reguireraents  for  the  exemption.  For  purposes  of  this  subsection, 
’’partially  disabled  veteran”  means  a  disabled  veteran  as  described 
by  Section  2(b)  of  this  article  who  is  certified  as  having  a 
disability  rating  of  ies.s  than  100  percent,  .A  limitation  or 
restriction  on  a  disabled  veteran’s  entitlement  to  an  exemption 
under  Section  2!b)  of  this  article,  or  on  the  amount  of  an 
exemption  under  Section  2(b),  does  not  apply  to  an  exemption  under 
this  subsection. 

SECTION  2.  Section  l“b{l).  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  propOsSed  by  H.J.R.  62,  33rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  redesignated  as  Section  l-'b(ra),  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constit«t.\on,  to  read  as  follows: 

(m?  Tne  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 
surviving  spouse  of  a  member  of  the  armed  services  of  the  United 
States  who  is  killed  in  action  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
surviving  spouse’s  residence  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has 
not  remarried  since  the  death  of  tne  member  of  the  armed  services. 

SECTION  3.  Section  l-b(m),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
is  redesignated  as  Section  l-b(n).  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  and  amended  to  reed  as  follows: 

(n)  [4mf]  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
surviving  spou.se  who  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 
accordance  with  Subsection  (m)  [-fsd*]  of  this  section  and  who 
subsequently  qualifies  a  different  property  as  the  surviving 
spouse's  residence  homestead  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  ta.'iaticn  of  the  subsequently  qualified  homestead  in  an 
amount  equal  to  tne  dollar  amount  of  the  exemption  from  ad  valorem 
taxation  of  the  first  homestead  for  which  the  exemption  was 
received  in  accordance  with  Subsection  (m)  [4if)  of  this  section  in 
the  last  year  in  which  the  surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption 
in  accordance  with  that  subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the 
surviving  spouse  has  .not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  member  of 
the  armed  services. 

SECTION  This  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 
legislature  to  provide  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
part  of  the  market  value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  a  partially 
disabled  veteran  or  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  if  the  residence  homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled 
veteran  by  a  charitable  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value 
of  the  residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related 
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Alex^^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Louri  O'Leary  <LO'Leary@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  12,  2017  5:32  PM 
Louri  O'Leary 

MASS  E-Mail  Advisory  (CC/EA  655)  Constitutional  Amendments  Full  Text  CORRECTED 
Version  UPDATED 

UPDATED  Spanish  Constitutional  Amendments  9.12.17.pdf;  Full  Text  Cover  on 
Letterhead.docx;  UPDATED  9.12.17  Full  Text  Constitutional  Amendments  Memo.pdf; 
Constitutional  Amendments  English.pdf 


Dear  County  Clerks, 

I  apologize  for  any  inconvenience,  but  please  see  an  updated  document  containing  Spanish  translations  of  the  full  text  of 
the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  to  be  voted  on  November  7, 2017.  This  document  substitutes  out  for  the 
document  in  Spanish  you  received  yesterday. 

In  addition,  please  see  an  updated  Full  Text  of  Constitutional  Amendments  memo,  reflecting  that  the  October  8,  2017 
posting  deadline  is  a  Sunday,  not  a  Monday.  This  document  substitutes  out  for  the  memo  you  received  yesterday.  For 
ease  of  reference,  we  have  also  attached  the  cover  page  and  the  English  full  text  of  the  proposed  constitutional 
amendments  to  be  voted  on  November  7, 2017  you  received  yesterday. 

Article  XVII,  Section  1,  Texas  Constitution  requires  the  County  Clerk  to  post  the  full  text  of  the  proposed  amendments  in 
a  public  place  in  the  courthouse  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  November  7,  2017  constitutional  amendment  election,  which 
is  Sunday,  October  8,  2017. 

Also  the  November  7,  2017  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  information  can  be  located  here: 
httD://w>vw.sos.state.tx.us/eIections/index.shtml 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  documents  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections 
Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

Thank  you, 

Louri  O’Leary 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division  0  Elections  Administration  Manager 
P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 
T:  800.252.  8683  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
D;  512.463.3204  0  F:  512.475.2811 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 


County  Clerks 


FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


J 


DATE:  September  1 1 ,  20 1 7 


RE: 


Full  Text  of  Constitutional  Amendments 


Enclosed  is  the  full  text,  with  Spanish  translations  of  the  proposed  constitutional  amendments  to 
be  voted  on  November  7,  20 1 7. 

Article  XVII,  Section  1,  Texas  Constitution  requires  the  County  Clerk  to  post  the  full  text  of  the 
proposed  amendments  in  a  public  place  in  the  courthouse  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  November 
7,  2017  constitutional  amendment  election,  which  is  Monday,  October  8,  2017. 

You  may  post  the  enclosed  notice  any  time  after  you  receive  this,  but  no  later  than  October  8, 


2017. 


Since  this  is  a  constitutional  requirement,  the  responsibility  to  post  this  notice  is  not  shifted  to 
the  Elections  Administrator  in  counties  that  have  an  Election  Administrator  nor  is  the  deadline 
extended. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  enclosed  materials  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel 
free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:  LO 

Attachments 

cc:  Elections  Administrators 
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PROPUESTA  NOMERO  1  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  HJ.R.  N®  21 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofreceruna  exencion  del 
impuesto  ad  valorem  de  una  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  de  un  veterano 
parcialmente  discapacitado  o  del  conyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano  discapacitado  por  una  organizacion 
benefica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  y  que  armoniza  ciertas  disposiciones 
relacionadas  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCION  1.  La  Seccion  1-b  (l),Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucion  deTexas,  ta I  como  propone 
la  H.J.R.  24, 833  Sesion  Legislative,  Sesion  Regular,  2013,  se  enmienda  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(1)  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  veterano  parcialmente 
discapacitado  tiene  derechoa  recibir  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  en  un  porcentaje  del 
valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  veterano  discapacitado  que  sea  igualal  porcentaje 
de  discapacidad  del  veterano  discapacitado,  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al  veterano 
discapacitado  por  una  organizacion  benefica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia 
principal,  o  incluso  a  nineun  costo  para  el  veterano  discapacitado.  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general, 
puede  disponer  requisites  de  elegibilidad  adicionales  para  recibir  la  exencion.  Para  los  propositos 
de  esta  subseccion,  un  "veterano  parcialmente  discapacitado"  es  un  veterano  discapacitado  tal 
como  se  describe  en  la  Seccion  2(b)  de  este  artfculo,  que  Dosee  un  certificado  que  indica  que  tiene 
una  clasificacion  de  discapacidad  de  menos  del  100  por  ciento.  Una  limitacion  o  restriccion  al 
derecho  de  un  veterano  discapacitado  a  recibir  una  exencion  conforme  a  la  Seccion  2(b)  de  este 
articulo,  o  al  monto  de  una  exencion  conforme  a  la  Seccion  2(b),  no  se  aplica  a  las  exenciones 
conforme  a  esta  subseccion. 

SECCION  2.  La  Seccion  1-b  (1),  Articulo  Vill,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  tal  como  propone 
la  H.J.R.  62,  833  Sesion  Legislativa,  Sesion  Regular,  2013,  es  redesignada  como  Seccion  l-b(m), 
Articulo  Vill,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

im)  [(i)l  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  el  conyuge  sobreviviente  de  un 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  resulte  muerto  en  combate  tenga 
derecho  a  recibir  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  conyuge  sobreviviente  mientras  este  no  se  haya  vuelto  a 
casar  desde  la  muerte  del  miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECCION  3.  La  Seccion  l-b(m),  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  es  redesignada 
como  Seccion  l-b(n),  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  y  modificada  para  leerse  de  la 
siguiente  manera; 

(n)  ffw4)  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  disponer  que  un  conyuge  sobreviviente,  que 
califica  para  recibir  y  recibe  una  exencion  segun  lo  establecido  en  la  Subseccion  iml  [{4))  de  esta 
seccion  y  que  posteriormente  califica  una  propiedad  distinta  como  su  residencia  principal,  tiene 
derechoa  recibir  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  residencia  calificada  posteriormente 
en  un  monto  equivalente  al  valor  en  dolaresde  la  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  dela  primera 
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residencia  para  la  cual  se  recibio  la  exencion  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  |rni  [fl)]  de  esta  seccion  en 
el  ultimo  ano  en  que  el  conyuge  sobreviviente  recibio  la  exencion  conforme  a  esa  subseccion  para 
esa  residencia,  mientras  el  conyuge  sobreviviente  no  se  haya  vuelto  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del 
miembro  de  las  fuerzas  armadas. 

SECCION  4.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitirvotara  favoro  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitucional  que 
autoriza  a  la  legislature  a  ofrecer  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  parte  del  valor  de 
mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  de  un  veterano  parcialmente  discapacitado  o  del  conyuge 
sobreviviente  de  un  veterano  parcialmente  discapacitado  si  la  residencia  principal  fue  donada  al 
veterano  discapacitado  por  una  organizacion  benefica  por  menos  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
residencia  y  que  armoniza  ciertas  disposiciones  retacionadas  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas". 


PROPUESTA  NUMERO  2  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  SJ.R.  NS  60 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DELSENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucional  para  establecer  una  cantidad  menor  para  losgastosque 
sepuedencobrara  un  prestatario  y  eliminar  ciertas  limitaciones  de  gastos  de  financiamiento  para 
un  prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  establecer ciertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un 
prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  cambiar  ciertas  opciones  para  el  refinanciamiento  de  los 
prestamos  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  cambiar  el  umbral  para  el  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con 
respaldo  hipotecario  y  otorgar  prestamos  con  garantia  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas  agricolas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCION  1.  La  Seccion  50,  Articulo  XVI,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  enmienda  para 
modificar  las  Subsecciones  (a),  (f),  (g)  y  (t)  y  ahadir  la  Subseccion  (f-1)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente 
manera: 

(a)  La  vivienda  de  una  familia  o  una  persona  adulta  soitera  sera  y  por  la  presente  esta 
protegida  contra  la  venta  forzosa  para  el  pago  de  todas  las  deudas,  con  excepcion  de: 

(1)  eLprecio  de  compra  o  una  parte  de  ese  precio  de  compra; 

(2)  los  impuestos  que  correspondan; 

(3)  las  sumas  equitativas  pagadas  por  una  parte  a  otra  impuestas  sobre  la  totalidad 
de  la  propiedad  por  una  orden  del  tribunal  o  por  un  acuerdo  escrito  entre  las  partes  de  la  division, 
incluida  la  deuda  de  un  conyuge  a  favor  del  otro  que  resulte  de  la  division  o  la  adjudicacion  de  una 
residencia  familiar  en  un  Juicio  de  divorcio; 

(4)  el  refinanciamiento  de  un  gravamen  sobre  una  vivienda,  incluso  el  gravamen  del 
impuesto  federal  que  resulta  de  la  deuda  tributaria  de  ambos  conyuges,  si  la  vivienda  es  una 
residencia  familiar,  o  de  la  deuda  tributaria  del  propietario; 

(5)  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  utilizados  para  construir  nuevas  mejoras  en  la 
vivienda,  si  fueron  contratados  por  escrito,  o  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  utilizados  para  reparar  o 
renovar  las  mejorar  existentes  que  hubiera  si: 

(A)  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  son  contratados  por  escrito  con  el 
consentimiento  de  ambos  conyuges  en  el  caso  de  una  residencia  familiar,  yproporcionadosde  la 
misma  manera  que  se  exige  al  hacer  la  venta  y  la  transferencia  de  la  vivienda; 

(B)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  no  es  formalizado  por  el 
propietario  o  por  el  conyuge  del  propietario  antes  del  quinto  dia  despues  de  que  el  propietario 
presenta  una  solicitud  escrita  para  cualquier  extension  del  credito  porel  trabajo y  los  materiales,  a 
menos  que  el  trabajoy  los  materiales  sean  necesarios  para  realizar  reparaciones  inmediatas  a  las 
condiciones  de  la  propiedad  que  afecten  considerablemente  la  salud  o  la  seguridad  del  propietario 
o  la  persona  que  reside  en  la  propiedad  y  que  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  lo  deje  asentado  por 
escrito; 

(C)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  dispone  expresamente  que  el 
propietario  puede  rescindir  el  contrato  sin  penalizacion  nl  cargos  dentro  de  los  tres  dias 
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posteriores  a  la  firma  del  contrato  por  todas  las  partes,  a  menos  que  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales 
sean  necesarios  para  realizar  reparaciones  inmediatas  a  las  condiclones  de  la  propiedad  que 
afecten  considerablemente  la  salud  o  la  seguridad  del  propietario  o  la  persona  que  reside  en  la 
propiedad  y  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  lo  deje  asentado  por  escrito;  y 

(D)  el  contrato  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales  es  formalizado  por  el 
propietario  y  el  conyugedel  propietario  solo  en  la  oficina  de  un  prestamistaexternoque  hace  una 
extension  del  credito  por  el  trabajo  y  los  materiales,  un  abogado  o  una  compania  de  titulos  de 
propiedad; 

(6)  una  extension  del  credito  que: 

(A)  esta  garantizada  mediante  un  gravamen  voluntario  sobre  la  propiedad, 
creado  conforms  a  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  todos  los  propietarios  y  los 
conyuges  de  todos  los  propietarios; 

(B)  es  de  un  monto  principal  queal  seranadidoa  la  suma  total  de  lossaldos 
pendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  otras  deudas  garantizadas  por  embargos  validos  sobre  la 
propiedad  no  supers  el  80  por  ciento  del  valor  justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en 
que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito; 

(C)  no  tiene  posibilidad  recurrir  a  la  responsabilidad  personal  contra  cada 
propietario  y  el  conyuge  de  cada  propietario,  a  menos  que  el  propietario  o  su  conyuge  hayan 
obtenido  la  extension  del  credito  mediante  un  fraude; 

(D)  esta  garantizada  por  un  gravamen  que  puedeserejecutadosolo  por  una 

orden  de  un  tribunal; 

(E)  no  requiere  que  el  propietario  o  el  conyuge  del  propietario  pague, 
ademas  de  cualquier  interes  o  ountos  de  descuento  de  buena  fe  utilizados  para  reducir  la  tasa  de 
interes,  cualquier  tasa  a  cualquier  persona  que  sea  necesaria  para  crear,  evaluar,  mantener, 
registrar,  garantizar  o  revisar  la  extension  del  credito  que  supere,  en  la  suma  total,  el  dps  [tres]  por 
ciento  del  monto  principal  original  de  la  extension  del  credito,  excepto  tasas  por: 

iii  una  valoracion  impositiva  realizada  por  un  tasador  externo: 

iiii  la  agrimensura  de  la  propiedad  realizada  por  un  aerimensor 
registrado  o  licenciado  en  el  estado: 

(iii)  una  prima  de  base  estatal  por  una  ooliza  de  seeuro  de  titulo  para 
hipoteca  con  respaldos  establecidos  de  acuerdo  con  las  leves  del  estado:  o 

(iv)  un  informe  de  evaluacidn  de  titulo,  si  su  costo  es  menor  que  la 
prima  de  base  estatal  por  una  poliza  de  seguro  de  titulo  para  hipoteca  sin  respaldos  establecidos 

He  scnDrHn  COP  Is?  leves  del  estado' 

(F)  no  es  un  tipo  de  linea  de  credito  abierta  que  puede  ser  debitada 
ocasionalmenteoconformea  la  cual  el  credito  puede  serextendidoocasionalmente,a  menosque 
la  linea  de  credito  abierta  sea  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario; 

(G)  es  pagadera  por  anticipado  sin  penalizacion  ni  otros  cargos; 

(H)  no  esta  garantizada  por  ninguna  propiedad  real  o  personal  adicional 
distinto  de  la  vivienda; 

(I)  fderoeadal  [ne-esta-gar-antizada-per-una-vivienda-que  a  la  fecha  de  cierre 
soa  dosignadO  'paFa-usQ-agrfcola-segun-lQ-estabteeido-pBr-las-teyes-que'  rigen  el  impueste-a-la 

propiedadra-menos-que-tal-vivienda-sea-utilizada-principalmente  para-  la- produccion  de  leche]; 

(J)  no  puede  acelerarse  por  una  disminucion  en  el  valor  de  mercado  de  la 
vivienda  o  por  el  incumplimiento  del  propietario  con  respecto  a  otras  deudas  no  garantizadas  por 
una  carga  valida  anterior  contra  la  vivienda; 

(K)  es  la  Onica  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda  en  el  momento  en  que  se 
hace  la  extension  del  credito,  a  menos  que  la  otra  deuda  haya  sido  hecha  por  un  proposito  descrito 
en  las  Subsecciones  (a)(l}-(a)(5)  o  la  Subseccion  {a)(8)  de  esta  seccion; 

(L)  esta  programada  para  ser  liquidada: 

(i)  en  sucesivas  cuotas  regulares  sustancialmente  iguales,  no  mas 
frecuentemente  que  cada  14  dias  y  no  menos  frecuentemente  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  mas 
de  dos  meses  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito,  cada  una  de  lascuales 
equivale  o  supera  la  cantidad  de  interes  acumulado  desde  la  fecha  de  la  cuota  programada;  o 

(ii)  si  la  extension  del  credito  es  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo 
hipotecario,  en  cuotas  regulares  descritas  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  (t)(8)  de  esta  seccion; 
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(M)  no  se  cierra  antes: 

(i)  del  dia  12  despues  de  la  fecha  mas  posterior  entre  las  siguientes: 
la  fecha  en  que  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  le  presenta  una  solicitud  de  prestamo  al  prestamista 
por  la  extension  del  credito  o  la  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  le  da  al  propietario  una  copia  del  aviso 
prescrito  en  la  Subseccion  (g)  de  esta  section; 

(ii)  de  un  dia  habil  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  el  propietario  de  la 
vivienda  recibe  una  copia  de  la  solicitud  de  prestamo  si  no  ha  sido  proporcionada  anteriormente  y 
una  divulgation  final  detallada  de  las  tasas,  puntos,  intereses,  costos  y  cargos  reales  que  seran 
cobrados  en  el  cierre.  Si  existe  una  emergencia  de  buena  fe  u  otra  buena  causa  y  el  prestamista 
obtiene  el  consentimiento  escrito  del  propietario,  el  prestamista  puede  proporcionarle  la 
documentacion  al  propietario  o  puede  modificar  la  documentacion  proporcionada  anteriormente 
en  la  fecha  de  cierre;  y 

(iii)  el  primer  aniversario  de  la  fecha  de  cierre  de  cualquier  otra 
extenslbn  del  credito  descrita  en  la  Subseccibn  (a)(6)  de  esta  secclbn  garantizada  por  la  misma 
vivienda,  excepto  un  refinanciamientodescritoen  el  Parrafo  (Q)(x)(f)  de  esta  subdivision,  a  menos 
que  el  propietario  requiera  bajojuramento  un  cierre  anterior  debido  a  un  estado  de  emergencia 
que: 

(a)  haya  sido  declarado  por  el  presidente  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  o  por  el  gobernador  segun  lo  establecido  por  la  ley;  y 

(b)  se  aplique  al  area  en  la  que  esta  ubicada  la  vivienda; 

(N)  se  cierra  soloen  la  oficina  del  prestamista,  unabogadoounacompahia 
de  ti'tulos  de  propiedad; 

(O)  permite  que  un  prestamista  contratey  reciba  cualquiertasa  de  interes 
fija  o  variable  autorizada  de  acuerdo  con  la  ley; 

(P)  es  realizada  por  uno  de  los  siguientes  establecimientos  que,  de  acuerdo 
a  una  agencia  regulatoria  federal,  no  se  ha  visto  involucrado  en  la  practice  de  negarse  a  hacer 
prestamos  porque  los  solicitantes  de  los  prestamos  residen  o  la  propiedad  propuesta  para 
garantizar  los  prestamos  esta  ubicada  en  una  cierta  area: 

(i)  un  banco,  una  asociacion  de  ahorros  y  prestamos,  un  banco  de 
ahorros  o  una  cooperativa  de  credito  que  hace  negocios  conforme  a  las  leyes  de  este  estado  o  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  incluso  la  subsidiaria  de  un  banco,  una  asociacion  deahorrosv  prestamos,  un 
banco  de  ahorros  o  una  cooperativa  de  credito  descritos  en  este  subparrafo: 

(ii)  un  organismo  de  prestamo  autorizado  por  el  gobierno  federal  o 
una  persona  autorizada  como  acreedor  hipotecario  por  el  gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para 
hacer  prestamos  con  garantfa  federal; 

(iii)  una  persona  licenciada  para  hacer  prestamos  regulados,  segun  lo 
establecido  por  la  ley  de  este  estado; 

(iv)  una  persona  que  vendio  la  vivienda  al  propietario  actual  y  que 
proporciono  la  totalidad  o  parte  del  financiamiento  para  la  compra; 

(v)  una  persona  que  es  familiar  del  propietario  de  la  residencia  en 
segundo  grade  de  afinidad  o  consanguinidad;  o 

(vi)  una  persona  regulada  por  este  estado  como  [ogonte]  entidad  de 
prestamos  hiootecarios  o  comoahia  de  prestamos  hipotecarios;  y 

(Q)  se  hace  con  la  condicion  de  que: 

(i)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  notenga  queaplicarlosingresosde  la 
extension  del  credito  para  liquidar  otra  deuda,  excepto  las  deudas  garantizadas  por  la  vivienda  o 
las  deudas  a  otro  prestamista; 

(ii)  ei  propietario  de  la  vivienda  noasigne  salarioscomogarantia  por 

la  extension  del  credito; 

(iii)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  firme  ningun  documento  en  el 
que  haya  espacios  vacios  para  rellenar  relacionados  con  terminos  sustanciales  del  acuerdo; 

(iv)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  no  firme  una  declaracion  jurada  de 
admisibn  de  deuda  o  poder  notarial  al  prestamista  o  a  un  tercero  para  admitir  su  deuda  o  para 
aparecer  por  el  propietario  en  un  procedimiento  judicial; 

(v)  en  el  momento  en  que  se  hace  la  extensibn  del  credito,  el 
propietario  de  la  vivienda  debe  recibir  una  copia  de  la  solicitud  final  de  prestamo  y  de  todos  los 
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documentosformalizadosfirmados  por  el  propietarioen  el  cierrey  relacionadoscon  la  extension 
del  credito; 

(vi)  los  documentos  de  garantia  que  garantizan  la  extension  del 
credito  contengan  una  clausula  de  divulgacion  que  establezca  que  la  extension  del  credito  es  el 
tipo  de  credito  definido  en  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)  de  esta  seccion  [SeGeion  5Q(a)(6|j  Arti'culo  XVI,  de  la 
Genstitucion  de  Texas]; 

(vii)  dentrode  un  plazo  razonabie  luego  del  vencimientoydel  pago 
complete  de  la  extension  del  credito,  el  prestamista  cancele  y  devuelva  el  pagare  al  propietario  de 
la  vivienda  y  le  de  al  propietario,  en  formate  registrable,  una  liberacion  del  gravamen  que 
garantice  la  extension  del  credito  o  una  copia  del  endoso  y  asignacion  del  gravamen  a  un 
prestamista  que  este  refinanciando  la  extension  del  credito; 

(viii)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  ycualquierconyuge  del  propietario 
puedan,  dentro  de  los  tres  dfas  posteriores  a  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la  extension  del  credito, 
rescindirla  extension  sin  penalizacion  ni  cargos; 

(ix)  el  propietario  de  la  vivienda  y  el  prestamista  firmen  un 
reconocimiento  escrito  del  valor  Justo  de  mercado  de  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  hace  la 
extension  del  credito; 

(x)  a  excepcion  de  lo  establecido  en  el  Subparrafo  (xi)  de  este 
parrafo,  el  prestamista  o  cualquiertitular  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del  credito  deben  renunciara 
todos  los  capita les  e  intereses  de  la  extension  del  credito  si  el  prestamista  o  titular  no  cumple  sus 
obligaciones  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  y  no  corrige  su  incumplimiento  en  un  plazo  no 
mayor  de  60  di'as  despues  de  la  fecha  en  que  el  prestamista  o  titular  es  notificado  por  el 
prestatario  de  su  incumplimiento  por: 

(a)  pagarle  al  propietario  una  cantidad  equivalente  a 
cualquier  recargo  pagado  por  el  propietario  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  orelacionado  con 
ella,  si  el  propietario  pago  un  monto  que  supera  la  cantidad  estipulada  en  el  parrafo  aplicable  {E), 
(G)  u  (0)  de  esta  subdivision; 

(b)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito  de  que 
el  gravamen  es  valid©  solo  en  la  cantidad  en  que  la  extension  del  credito  nosupere  el  porcentaje 
descrito  en  el  Parrafo  (B)  de  esta  subdivision,  si  corresponde,  o  no  este  garantizado  por  una 
propiedad  descrita  por  el  Parrafo  (H)  [©-(1}]  de  esta  subdivision,  si  corresponde; 

(c)  enviarle  at  propietario  un  aviso  escrito  que  transforma 
cualquier  otra  cantidad,  porcentaje,  termino  u  otra  disposicion  prohibidos  en  esta  seccion  en  una 
cantidad.  porcentaje  termino  u  otra  disposicion  permitidos  y  modifica  la  cuenta  del  prestatario 
para  garantizar  que  el  prestatario  no  tenga  que  pagar  mas  que  una  cantidad  permitida  en  esta 
seccion  y  no  este  sujeto  a  cualquier  otro  termino  o  disposicion  prohibidos  en  esta  seccion; 

(d)  llevarle  los  documentos  requeridos  al  prestatario  si  el 
prestamista  no  cumple  los  terminos  del  Subparrafo  (v)  de  este  parrafo  u  obtener  las  firmas 
apropiadas  si  el  prestamista  no  cumple  los  terminos  del  Subparrafo  (ix)  de  este  parrafo; 

(e)  enviarle  al  propietario  un  reconocimiento  escrito,  si  el 
incumplimiento  esta  prohibido  en  el  Parrafo  (K)  de  esta  subdivision,  de  que  el  interes  acumulado  y 
todas  las  obligaciones  del  propietario  conforme  a  la  extension  del  credito  disminuyen  mientras  que 
cualquier  gravamen  anterior  prohibido  segun  lo  establecido  en  el  Parrafo  (K)  sigue  estando 
garantizado  por  la  vivienda;  o 

(f)  si  el  incumplimiento  no  puede  ser  subsanado  conforme  a 
losSubparrafos  (x)(a)-(e)  de  este  parrafo,  subsanarel  incumplimiento  media nte  un  reintegroo  un 
credito  de  $1,000  al  propietarioy  ofrecerle  al  propietario  el  derechoa  refinanclarla  extension  del 
credito  con  el  prestamista  o  titular  por  el  period©  restante  del  prestamo  sin  ningun  costo  para  el 
propietario  y  bajo  las  mismas  condiciones,  incluyendo  el  interes,  de  la  extension  del  credito 
original  con  las  modificaciones  que  sean  necesarias  para  cumplir  los  terminos  de  esta  seccion  o 
bajo  las  condiciones  que  el  propietario  y  el  prestamista  o  titular  acuerden  de  otra  forma  y  que 
cumplan  los  terminos  de  esta  seccion;  y 

(xi)  el  prestamista  o  cualquiertitular  de  la  nota  de  la  extension  del 
credito  debe  renunciar  a  todos  los  capitales  e  intereses  de  la  extension  del  credito  si  la  extension 
es  hecha  por  una  persona  distinta  a  la  persona  descrita  conforme  al  Parrafo  (P)  deesta  subdivision 
o  si  el  gravamen  no  fue  creado  en  virtud  de  un  acuerdo  escrito  con  el  consentimiento  de  cada  uno 
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de  los  propietarios  y  los  conyuges  de  cada  uno  de  los  propietarios,  a  menos  que  cada  uno  de  !os 
propietarios  y  cada  uno  de  los  conyuges  que  inicialmente  no  lo  habian  hecho,  den  su 
consentimiento; 

(7)  una  hipoteca  inversa;  o 

(8)  la  conversion  y  el  refinanciamiento  de  un  gravamen  de  bienes  muebles 
garantizado  por  una  casa  prefabricada  a  un  gravamen  de  bienes  inmuebles,  incluido  el 
refinanciamiento  del  precio  de  compra  de  la  casa  prefabricada,  el  costo  de  instalacion  de  la  casa 
prefabricada  en  el  bien  inmueble  y  el  refinanciamiento  del  precio  de  compra  del  bien  inmueble, 

(f)  El  refinanciamiento  de  una  deuda  garantizada  por  la  vivienda,  dela  cual  cualquier  parte 
es  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la  Subseccion  (a){6)  de  esta  seccion,  no  puede  ser 
garantizada  por  un  gravamen  valido  sobre  la  vivienda  a  menos  que  ocurra  uno  de  los  sieuientes: 

jl)  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  deuda  sea  una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  la 
Subseccion  (a)(6)  o  (a)(7)  de  esta  seccion;^ 

(21  se  cumplan  todas  las  condiciones  sieuientes: 

(Ai  el  refinanciamiento  nose  cierra  antes  del  primer  aniversario  de  lafecha 
de  cierre  de  la  extension  del  credito; 

(Bi  la  extension  de  credito  refinanciada  no  incluve  el  anticipo  de  cualquier 
fondo  adicional  distinto  de: 

(i)  fondos  anticioados  para  refinanciar  una  deuda  descrita  en  las 
Subsecciones  (al(li  a  (a)(7)  de  esta  seccion:  o 

(iil  los  costos  V  reserves  reales  regueridos  por  ei  orestamista  para 

refinanciar  la  deuda: 

(Cl  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extension  del  credito corresponde  a  un  monto 
principal  que,  al  serafiadido  a  la  suma  total  de  lossaldos  oendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  otras 

deudasearantizadas  porembargosvalidos  sobre  la  propiedad,  nosuperaelSO  porciento  del  valor 

iusto  de  mercado  de  la  vivienda  en  la  fecha  en  la  que  se  realize  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extension 

de  credito:  v 

(D)  el  prestamista  ie  proporciona  al  propietario  el  siguiente aviso escritoen 
un  documento  separado  en  un  plazo  no  mayor  del  tercer  dia  habil  posterior  a  la  fecha  en  que  ei 

propietario  Ie  presenta  la  solicitud  de  prestamo  al  prestamista  val  menos  12  di'as  antes  de  lafecha 

en  que  se  cierra  el  refinanciamiento  de  la  extension  del  credito: 

"EL  PRESTAMO  EXISTENTE  QUE  USTED  DESEA  REFINANCIAR  ES  UN  PRESTAMO  CON 

6ARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA.  USTED  PUEDE  TENER  LA  OPCION  DE  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRESTAMO  CON 

GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  YA  SEA  COMO  UN  PRKTAMO  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  0  COMO  UN 

PRESTAMO  SIN  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA,  SI  ASf  SE  LQ  OFRECE  SU  PRESTAMISTA. 

"LOS  PRKTAMOS  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  POSEEN  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCIONES 

PARA  ELCONSUMIDOR.  UN  PRESTAMISTA  SOLO  PUEDE  EJECUTAR  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA 

HIPOTECARIA  BASANDOSE  EN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA 

Hi  POTECARIA  N  0  DEBE  TEN  ER  POSI  Bl  LI  DAD  RECU  RRI R  A  LA  RESPONSABILI  DAD  PERSONALCONTRA 

USTED  YSUC6NYUGE. 

"SI  HASOLICITADO  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRfeTAMOCON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE 

COMO  UN  PRESTAMO  SIN  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA.  PERDERA  CIERTAS  PROTECCIONES  AL 

CONSUMIDOR.  UN  PRESTAMO  SIN  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  REFINANCIADO: 

"(11  LE  PERMITIRA  AL  PRESTAMISTA  EJECUTARLO  SIN  UNA  ORDEN  DE  UN 

TRIBUNAL: 

"(21  TENDRA  POSIBILIDAD  DE  RECURRIR  A  LA  RESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL 
CONTRA  USTED  Y  SU  CONYUGE:  Y 

"(3)  TAMBIEN  PUEDE  INCLUIR  OTROSTERMINOS  0  CONDICIONES  QUE  PUEDEN  NO 
ESTAR  PERMITIDOS  EN  UN  PRESTAMO  TRADICIONAL  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA. 

"ANTES  DE  REFINANCIAR  SU  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  EXISTENTE  PARA 

CONVERTIRLO  EN  UN  PRESTAMO  SIN  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA,  DEBE  ASEGURARSE  DE  QUE 

ENTIENDE  QUE  ESTA  RENUNCIANDO  A  IMPORTANTES  PROTECCIONES  QUE  PROVEEN  LOS 

PRESTAMOS  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA  CON  FORME  A  LA  LEY.  Y  DEBE  CONSIDERAR  CONSULTAR 

A  UN  ABOGADO  QUE  USTED  ELIJA  ACERCA  DE  ESAS  PROTECCIONES. 

"QUIZAS  DESEE  PEDIRLE  A  SU  PRESTAMISTA  QUE  REFINANCIE  SU  PRESTAMO  COMO  UN 

PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA.  SIN  EMBARGO.  UN  PRESTAMO  CON  GARANTIA 
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HIPOTECARIA  PUEDE  TENER  UNA  TASA  DE  INTERK  Y  COSTOS  DE  CIERRE  MAS  ALTOS  QUE  UN 

PRESTAMOSIN  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA". 

(f-11  Un  gravamen  aue  earantiza  el  refinanciamiento  de  una  deuda  conforme  a  la 

Subseccion  (f)(2)  de  esta  seccion  es  considerado  un  gravamen  descrito  en  la  Subseccion  (a>(4)  de 

esta  seccion.  Una  declaracion  iuradafirmada  oorel  propietariooelconvuge  del  propietario  en  la 

aue  reconoce  aue  se  ban  cumolido  los  reauisitos  de  la  Subseccion  (fl(2)  de  esta  seccion  establece 

concluventemente  aue  se  ban  cumplido  los  reauisitos  de  la  Subseccion  (a)(4)  de  esta  seccion. 

(g)  Una  extension  del  credito  descrita  en  ia  Subseccion  (a){6)  de  esta  seccion  puede  ser 
garantizada  porun  gravamen  valido  sobre  la  vivienda  si  la  extension  del  credito  nose  cierra  antes 
del  dia  12  despues  de  que  el  prestamista  le  proporcione  al  propietario  la  siguiente  notificacion 
escrita  en  un  documento  separado: 

"NOTIFICACION  RELACIONADA  CON  LAS  EXTENSIONES  DEL  CREDITO  DEFINIDAS  EN  LA 
SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCI^N  DE  TEXAS: 

"LA  SECCION  S0(a)(6),  ARTfCULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS  PERMITE  QUE 
CiERTOS  PRESTAMOS  SEAN  GARANTIZADOS  POR  LA  HIPOTECA  DE  SU  HOGAR.  ESOS  PRESTAMOS 
SON  CONOCIDOS  COMUNMENTE  COMO  PRBTAMOS  CON  GARANTIA  HIPOTECARIA.  SI  USTED  NO 
LIQUIDA  EL  PRESTAMO  0  NO  CUM  PLE  LAS  CONDICIONES  DEL  PRESTAMO,  EL  PRESTAMISTA  PUEDE 
EJECUTAR  LA  HIPOTECAY  VENDER  SU  HOGAR.  LA  CONSTITUCION  DISPONE  QUE: 

"(A)  EL  PRESTAMO  DEBE  SER  CREADO  VOLUNTARIAMENTE  CON  EL  CONSENTIMIENTO  DE 
CADA  UNO  DE  LOS  PROPIETARIOS  DE  SU  HOGAR  Y  EL  CONYUGE  DE  CADA  UNO  DE  LOS 
PROPIETARIOS; 

"(B)  EL  MONTO  PRINCIPAL  DEL  PRESTAMO  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  QUE  SE  HACE  EL 
PRESTAMO  NO  DEBE  SUPERAR  UNA  CANTIDAD  QUE,  AL  SER  A(^  ADIDA  A  LOSSALDOS  PENDIENTES 
DEL  CAPITAL  DE  TODOS  LOS  OTROS  GRAVAMENES  SOBRE  SU  HOGAR,  SEA  MAYOR  AL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR; 

(C)  EL  PRKTAMONODEBE  RECURRIRALARESPONSABILIDAD  PERSONAL  CONTRA  USTED  Y 
SU  CONYUGE,  A  MENOS  QUE  USTED  O  SU  CONYUGE  HAYAN  OBTENIDO  LA  EXTENSION  DEL 
CREDITO  MEDIANTE  UN  FRAUDE; 

"(D)  EL  GRAVAMEN  QUE  GARANTIZA  EL  PRESTAMO  PUEDE  SER  EJECUTADO  SOLO  CON  UNA 
ORDEN  DE  UN  TRIBUNAL; 

"(E)  LASTASAS  Y  CARGOS  PARA  HACER  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDEN  SUPERAR  EL  2  [8]  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  MONTO  DEL  PRESTAMO.  EXCEPTO  POR  LAS  TASASO  CARGOS  POR  UNAVALORACION 
IMPOSITIVA  REALIZADA  POR  UN  TASADOR  EXTERNO,  UNA  AGRIMENSURA  DE  LA  PROPIEDAD 

PFft.LI7Anfl  PQRUN  i^GRIMENSOR  PEGISTRanOQi  ICENCIADO EN  FL ESTADO  UNA  PPIMA OE  BASE 
ESTATAL  POR  UNA  POLIZA  DE  SEGURO  DE  TITULQ  PARA  HIPOTECA  CON  RESPALDOS.  0  UN 

INFORME  DE  EVALUACION  DETfTULO: 

"(F)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  SER  UNA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  ABIERTA  QUE  PUEDA  SER 
DEBITADA  OCASIONALMENTE  O  CONFORME  A  LA  CUAL  EL  CREDITO  PUEDA  SER  EXTENDIDO 
OCASIONALMENTE,  A  MENOS  QUE  SEA  UNA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  CON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARIO; 
"(G)  USTED  PUEDE  PAGAR  EL  PRESTAMO  POR  ANTICIPADO  SIN  PENALIZACION  Nl  CARGOS; 
"(H)  NINGUNA  GARANTIA  REAL  ADICIONAL  PUEDE  ACTUAR  COMO  GARANTIA  PARA  EL 
PRESTAMO; 

"(1)  (deroeada)  [EL  PRESTAMO-NO-PLjEDE-SER-GARANTIZADO  POR  UNA  VIVIENDA 
DESI6NADA  PARA  USO  AGRi'COLA  A  LA-FECHA  DE  CIERRE,  A  MENOS  QUE  LA  VIVIENDA  AGRi'COLA 

SEA  UTILIZADA  PRINCIPALMENTE  PARA  LA  PRODUCCION  DE  LECHE]; 

"(J)  USTED  NOTIENE  QUE  LIQUIDAR  EL  PRESTAMO  ANTES  DE  LOACORDADODNICAMENTE 
PORQUE  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  DISMINUYAO  PORQUE  USTED  NO  CUMPLA 
CON  OTRO  PRESTAMO  QUE  NO  ESTA  GARANTIZADO  POR  SU  HOGAR; 

"(K)  SOLO  UN  PRESTAMO  DESCRITO  EN  LA  SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS  PUEDE  SER  GARANTIZADO  CON  SU  HOGAR  EN  CUALQUIER  MOMENTO 
DADO; 

"(L)  EL  PRESTAMO  DEBE  ESTAR  PROGRAMADO  PARA  SER  LIQUIDADO  EN  PA60S  QUE  SEAN 
IGUALES  A  O  SUPEREN  LA  CANTIDAD  DE  INTERES  ACUMULADO  EN  CADA  PERIODO  DE  PAGO; 

"(M)  EL  PRESTAMO  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DIAS  DESPUES  DE  QUE  USTED 
PRESENTE  UNA  SOLICITUD  DE  PRESTAMO  AL  PRESTAMISTA  O  ANTES  DE  LOS  12  DIAS  DESPUES  DE 
RECIBIR  ESTA  NOTIFICACION,  LO  QUE  OCURRA  MAS  TARDE;  Y  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  SIN  SU 
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C0N5ENTIMIENT0  ANTES  DE  QUE  TRANSCURRA  UN  DIA  hAbIL  DESPUES  DE  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE 
USTED  RECIBE  UNA  COPIA  DE  LA  SOLICITUD  DE  PRESTAMO,  SI  NO  LE  HA  SI  DO  PROPORCIONADA 
ANTERiORMENTE,  Y  UNA  D!VULGAC|6n  FINAL  DETALLADA  DE  LAS  TASAS,  PUNTOS,  INTERESES, 
COSTOS  Y  CARGOS  REALES  QUE  SERAN  COBRADOS  EN  EL  CIERRE;  Y  SI  SU  HOGAR  ACTUO  COMO 
GARANTIA  PARA  EL  MISMO  TlPO  DE  PRESTAMO  EN  EL  ULTIMO  ANO,  NO  PUEDE  CERRARSE  UN 
NUEVO  PRESTAMO  GARANTIZADO  POR  LA  MISMA  PROPIEDAD  ANTES  DE  QUE  HAYA  PASADO  UN 
ANO  DESDE  LA  FECHA  DE  CIERRE  DEL  OTRO  PRESTAMO,  A  MENOS  QUE  USTED  HAYA  SOLICITADO 
BAJO  JURAMENTO  UN  CIERRE  ANTERIOR  DEBIDO  A  UN  ESTADO  DE  EMERGENCIA  DECLARADO; 

"(N)  EL  PRESTAMO  SOLO  PUEDE  CERRASE  EN  LA  OFICINA  DEL  PRESTAMISTA,  UNA 
COMPANI'A  DETfTULOS  DE  PROPIEDAD  0  EL  ESTUDIO  DE  UN  ABOGADO; 

"(O)  EL  PRESTAMISTA  PUEDE  COBRAR  CUALQUIER  TASA  DE  INTERES  FIJA  0  VARIABLE 
AUTORIZADA  POR  lA  LEY; 

"(P)s6lO  UN  PRESTAMISTA  AUTORIZADO  LEGALMENTE  PUEDE  HACER  PRESTAMOS 
DESCRITOS  EN  LA  SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTl'CULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS; 

"(Q)LOS  PRESTAMOS  DESCRITOS  EN  LA  SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS: 

"(1)  NO  DEBEN  REQUERIR  QUE  USTED  APLIQUE  LOS  INGRESOS  A  OTRA  DEUDA,  EXCEPTO 
QUE  SEA  UNA  DEUDA  QUE  ESTE  GARANTIZADA  POR  SU  HOGAR  0  UNA  DEUDA  A  OTRO 
PRESTAMISTA; 

"(2)  NO  DEBEN  REQUERIR  QUE  USTED  ASIGNE  SALARIOS  COMO  GARANTIA; 

"(3)  NO  DEBEN  REQUERIR  QUE  USTED  FIRME  DOCUMENTOS  QUE  TENGAN  ESPACIOS 
VACiOS  PARA  RELLENAR  RELACIONADOS  CON  TERMINOS  SUSTANCIALES  DEL  ACUERDO; 

"(4)  NO  DEBEN  REQUERIR  QUE  USTED  FIRME  UNA  DECLARACION  JURADA  DE  ADMISION  DE 
DEUDA  0  PODER  NOTARIAL  A  OTRA  PERSONA  PARA  ADMITIR  SU  DEUDA  O  COMPARECER  EN  UN 
PROCEDIMIENTO  LEGAL  EN  SU  NOMBRE; 

"(5)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  USTED  RECIBA  UNA  COPIA  DE  LA  SOLICITUD  FINAL  DE 
PRESTAMO  Y  DE  TODOS  LOS  DOCUMENTOS  FIRMADOS  QUE  USTED  FIRME  EN  EL  CIERRE; 

"(6)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  LOS  DOCUMENTOS  DE  GARANTIA  CONTENGAN  UNA  CLAUSULA 
DE  DIVULGACION  QUE  ESTABLEZCA  QUE  ESTE  PRESTAMO  ES  UN  PRESTAMO  DEFINIDO  EN  LA 
SECCION  50(a)(6),  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA  CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS; 

"(7)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  CUANDO  EL  PRESTAMO  SEA  PAGADO  EN  SU  TOTALIDAD,  EL 
PRESTAMISTA  FIRMARA  Y  LE  DARA  UNA  LIBERACION  DE  GRAVAMEN  O  UNA  ASIGNACION  DEL 
GRAVAMEN,  SEGON  SEA  APROPIADO; 

"(8)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  USTED  PUEDA  RESCINDIR  ELPRESTAMO  DENTRO  DEL0S3  DIAS 
POSTERIORESAL  CIERRE,  SIN  PENALIZACION  Nl  CARGOS; 

"(9)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  USTED  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RECONOZCAN  EL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE 
MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  CIERRA  EL  PRESTAMO;  Y 

"(10)  DEBEN  DISPONER  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  RENUNCIARA  A  TODOS  LOS  CAPITALES  E 
INTERESES  SI  NO  CUMPLE  SUS  OBLIGACIONES,  A  MENOS  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  SUBSANE  SU 
INCUMPLIMIENTO  SEGUN  LO  ESTABLECIDO  EN  LA  SECCION  50{a)(6)(Q)(x),  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS;  Y 

"(R)  SI  EL  PRESTAMO  ES  UNA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  CON  RESPALDO  HIPOTECARIO: 

"(1)  USTED  PUEDE  SOLICITAR  ANTICIPOS,  REEMBOLSAR  DINERO  Y  VOLVER  A  TOMAR 
DINERO  PRESTADO  CON  FORME  A  LA  L(NEA  DE  CREDITO; 

"(2)  CADA  ANTIClPO  CONFORME  A  LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  DEBE  REALIZARSE  POR  UN 
MONTO  DE  AL  M  ENOS  $4,000; 

"(3)  US  I  ED  NO  PUEUE  U I ILIZAK  UNA  I ARJE I A  DE  CKEDI 10,  l  AKJE  I A  DE  DEBi  1 0  0  KECURSO 
SIMILAR,  0  UN  CHEQUE  PREIMPRESO  QUE  NO  SOLICIT6,  PARA  OBTENER  ANTICIPOS  CONFORME  A 
LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO; 

"(4)  CUALQUIER  TASA  QUE  EL  PRESTAMISTA  COBRE  PODRA  SER  CARGADA  Y  COBRADA 
SOLO  EN  EL  MOMENTO  EN  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  Y  EL  PRESTAMISTA  NO  PUEDE 
COBRAR  UNA  TASA  EN  CONEXION  CON  NINGUN  ANTIClPO; 

"(5)  LA  CANTIDAD  PRINCIPAL  MAXIMA  QUE  PUEDE  SER  EXTENDIDA,  AL  SER  ANADIDA  A 
TODAS  LAS  OTRAS  DEUDAS  GARANTIZADAS  POR  SU  HOGAR,  NO  PUEDE  SUPERAR  EL  80  POR 
CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR  EN  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  LA 
LINEA  DE  CREDITO; 
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"(6)  SI  EL  SALDO  PENDIENTE  DEL  CAPITAL  CONFORME  A  LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  SUPERA  EN 
CUALQUIER  MOMENTO  EL  ^  [§0]  POR  CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO  DE  SU  HOGAR, 
SEGUN  LO  DETERM INADO  EN  LA  FECHA  EN  QUE  SE  ESTABLECE  LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO,  USTED  NO 
PODRA  CONTINUAR  SOLICITANDO  ANTICIPOS  CONFORME  A  LA  LINEA  DE  CREDITO  HASTA  QUE  EL 
SALDO  PENDIENTE  SEA  MENOR  AL  80  [50]  POR  CIENTO  DEL  VALOR  JUSTO  DE  MERCADO;  Y 

"(7)  EL  PRESTAMISTA  NO  PUEDE  MODIFICAR  UNILATERALMENTE  LOSTERMINOS  DE  LA 
LINEA  DE  CREDITO. 

"ESTA  NOTIFICACION  ES  SOLO  UN  RESUMEN  DE  SUS  DERECHOS  CONFORME  A  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS.  SUS  DERECHOS  SE  RIGEN  POR  LA  SECCION  50,  ARTICULO  XVI,  DE  LA 
CONSTITUCION  DE  TEXAS,  Y  NO  POR  ESTA  NOTIFICACION". 

Si  las  discusiones  con  el  prestatario  son  llevadas  a  cabo  principalmente  en  un  idioma  que 
no  sea  el  ingles,  el  prestamista  debe,  antes  del  cierre,  proporcionar  una  copia  adicional  de  la 
notificacion  traducida  por  escrito  al  idioma  en  el  que  fueron  llevadas  a  cabo  las  discusiones. 

(t)  Una  linea  decredito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  es  un  tipode  lineadecreditoabierta  que 
puede  ser  debitada  ocasionalmente,  conforme  a  la  cual  el  credito  puede  ser  extendido 
ocasionalmente  y  conforme  a  la  cual: 

(1)  el  propietario  solicita  anticipos,  reembolsa  dinero  y  vuelve  a  tomar  dinero 

prestado; 

(2)  cualquier  debito  o  anticipo  simple  es  mayor  que  $4,000; 

(3)  el  propietario  no  utilize  una  tarjeta  de  credito,  una  tarjeta  de  debito  o  un 
recurso  similar,  o  un  cheque  preimpreso  que  no  haya  sido  solicitado  por  el  prestatario,  para 
obtener  un  anticipo; 

(4)  cualquier  tasa  descrita  en  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)(E)  de  esta  seccion  escargada  y 
cobrada  soloen  el  momentoen  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  y  nosecarga  ni  se  cobra 
ninguna  tasa  en  conexion  con  cualquier  debito  o  anticipo; 

(5)  la  cantidad  principal  maxima  que  puede  ser  extendida  conforme  a  la  linea  de 
credito,  al  ser  anadida  a  la  suma  total  de  los  saldos  pendientes  del  capital  de  todas  las  deudas 
garantizadas  por  la  propiedad  en  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  no  supera 
una  cantidad  descrita  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  (a)(6)(B)  de  esta  seccion; 

(6)  iderogadai  [no  se  haco  ningun  debitoo-antieipe-adieienai-si-el  soldo  pondionto 
total  del  capital  supera  una  cantidad  equivalente  al-SO  por-eiento  del  valor  justo  do  morcado  do  la 

prepiedad-segun-lo-determinade-en-  la^echa  en-que-seostabloco  la  linoo  do  credito]; 

(7)  el  prestamista  o  titular  no  puede  modificar  unilateralmente  la  extension  del 

credito:  v 

(8)  la  liquidacion  debe  ser  hecha  en  cuotas  periodicas  regulares,  con  una  frecuencia 
no  mayor  que  cada  14  dias  y  no  menor  que  cada  mes,  empezando  no  mas  de  dos  meses  despues 
de  la  fecha  en  que  se  establece  la  extension  del  credito,  y: 

(A)  durante  el  periodo  en  que  el  propietario  puede  solicitar  anticipos,  cada 
cuota  equivale  a  o  supera  la  cantidad  de  interes  acumulado;  y 

(B)  luego  del  periodo  en  que  el  propietario  puede  solicitar  anticipos,  las 
cuotas  son  sustancialmente  iguales. 

SFCCION  2  la  siguiente  disposition  temporal  es  anadida  a  la  Constitution  de  Texas: 
DISPOSIC|6n  temporal,  (al  Esta  disposicion  temporal  se  aplica  a  la  enmienda 

constitucional  propuesta  por  la  85^  Sesion  Legislativa,  Sesion  Regular.  2017,  para  establecer  una 

cantidad  menor  para  los  gastos  que  se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatario  v  eliminar  ciertas 

limitaciones  de  eastos  de  financiamiento  para  un  prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria,  establecer 

ciertosprestamistasautorizados  para  hacer  un  prestamocon  garantia  hiootecaria.cambiar ciertas 

opciones  para  el  refinanciamiento  de  los  prestamos  con  garantia  hipotecaria.  cambiar  el  umbral 

para  un  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito  con  respaldo  hipotecario  v  otorgar  prestamos  con  garantia 

hipotecaria  sobre  las  granias  agricolas. 

(bl  La  enmienda  constitucional  entra  en  efecto  el  1  de  enero  de  2018. 

(c)  Los  Cambios  a  las  leves  hechos  por  la  enmienda  constitucional  se  aplican  solo  a  un 

prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria  realizado  a  partir  de  la  fecha  de  vigencia  de  la  enmienda 

constitucional  v  a  un  prestamo  con  garantia  hipotecaria  existence  que  sea  refinanciado  a  partir  de 

la  fecha  de  vigencia  de  la  enmienda  constitucional. 
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(dl  Esta  disposicion  temporal  entra  en  efecto  cuando  la  enmienda  constitudonal  es 

adoDtada  oor  los  votantes  v  caduca  el  1  de  enero  de  2019. 

SECCfON  3.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitudonal 
para  establecer  una  cantidad  menor  para  los  gastos  que  se  pueden  cobrar  a  un  prestatario  y 
eliminarciertas  limitaciones  de  gastos  definanciacion  para  un  prestamocongarantia  hipotecaria, 
establecer  ciertos  prestamistas  autorizados  para  hacer  un  prestamo  con  garanti'a  hipotecaria, 
cambiarciertasopciones  para  la  refinanciacion  de  los  prestamos  desegunda  hipoteca,cambiardel 
umbral  para  un  anticipo  de  una  linea  de  credito con  respaldo  hipotecarioyotorgarprestamoscon 
garantia  hipotecaria  sobre  las  granjas  agricolas". 

PROPUESTA  NOMERO  3  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  N®  34 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DELSENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitudonal  que  limite  el  servicio  de  ciertos  funcionarios  publicos 
despues  del  vencimiento  del  mandate  de  la  persona. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE; 

SECCION 1.  La  Seccion  17,  ArticuloXVI,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  para  leerse 
de  la  siguiente  manera: 

Seccion  17.  (al  A  excepcion  de  lo  establecido  en  la  Subseccion  (b)  de  esta  seccion,  todos 
[Todos]  los  funcionarios  ^  [den-t-ro]  este  estado  deben  continuar  cumpliendo  los  deberes  de  su 
cargo  hasta  que  sussucesores  sean  debidamente  calificados. 

(b)  Despues  del  vencimiento  del  mandate  de  un  cargo  designado  que  es  ocupado  por 

nombramiento  del  Gobernador  con  el  conseio  v  consentimiento  del  Senado  vaue  no  sea  un  cargo 

por  el  que  el  funcionario  reciba  un  sueldo.  el  oeriodo  durante  el  cual  el  funcionario  debera 

continuar  cumpliendo  los  deberes  de  su  cargo  conforme  a  la  Subseccion  (al  de  esta  seccion 

terminara  el  ultimo  dia  de  la  orimera  Sesion  Regular  de  la  Legislature  que  emoiece  despues  del 

vencimiento  del  mandate. 


SECCI6n  2.  Esta  enmienda  constitudonal  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitudonal  que 
limita  el  servicio  de  ciertos  funcionarios  publicos  nombrados  por  el  gobernador  yconfirmados  por 
el  senado  despues  de  la  caducidad  del  mandate  de  la  persona". 


PROPUESTA  NOMERO  4  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  N2  6 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DEL  SENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitudonal  que  autoriza  a  la  legislature  a  requerir  que  un  tribunal 
notifiqueal  fiscal  general  de  una  impugnacion  de  la  constitucionalidad  de  una  ley  estataly  autoriza 
a  la  legislature  a  imponer  un  periodo  de  espera  antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminarque  la 
ley  estate!  es  inconstitucional. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCi6n  1.  El  Artl'culo  V,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  anadiendo  la  Seccion  32 
para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera; 

Seccion  32.  Sin  perluicio  de  la  Seccion  1,  Articulo  II.  de  esta  constitucion,  la  legislature 

puede: 

(1)  requerir  que  un  tribunal  en  el  que  una  parte  litigante  presenta  una  peticion.  una 
mocion  u  otro  escrito  oue  impuena  la  constitucionalidad  de  una  lev  de  este  estado  notifiaue  al 
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fiscal  general  de  dicha  impuenacion  si  la  parte  oue  olantea  la  impuenacion  notifica  al  tribunal  aue 

esta  impugnando  la  constitucionalidad  detal  lev;  v 

(2)  prescribir  un  periodo  razonable.  de  no  mas  de  45  dias  despues  de  la  disposicion 
de  esa  notificacion,  durante  el  cual  el  tribunal  no  puede  dictaminar  aue  dicha  lev  es 

inconstitucional. 


SECCION  2,  La  siguiente  disposicion  temporal  es  afiadida  a  la  Constitucion  de  Texas: 
DISPOSIC|6n  temporal,  (ai  Esta  disposicion  temporal  se  aplica  con  respecto  a  la 

enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  oor  la  85^  Sesion  Leeislativa,  Sesion  Regular.  2017,  aue 

autoriza  a  la  leeislatura  a  reguerirgue  un  tribunal  notifigue  al  fiscal  general  de  una  impugnacion 

de  la  constitucionalidad  de  una  lev  estatal  v  autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  imponer  un  periodo  de 

espera.  no  mayor  de  45  dias,  antes  de  aue  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminar  aue  la  lev  estatal  es 

inconstitucional. 

fb>  La  Seccion  402.010  del  Codieo  de  Gobierno,  seedn  loaereeadu  en  el  Cauitulo808  (H.B. 

(Provecto  de  Levde  la  Camara  de  Representantesl  24251,  Leves  de  la  82s  Sesion  Leeislativa,  Sesion 

Regular,  2011,  v  modificada  en  el  Capitulo  1162  (S.B.  (Provecto  de  Lev  Senatorial)  392)  v  el  Capitulo 

1276  (H,B.  1435),  Leves  de  la  83^  Sesion  Leeislativa,  Sesion  Regular-r  2013,  se  valida  v  se  hace 

efectiva  con  la  aprobacion  de  la  enmienda  constitucional  descrita  en  la  Subseccion  (al  de  esta 

disposicion  temporal  v  se  aplica  solo  a  una  peticion,  mocion  u  otro  escrito  presentado  a  partir  del  1 

de  enero  de  2018, 

(c^  Esta  disposicion  temporal  caduca  el  2  de  enero  de  2018, 

SECCION  3.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  los  votantes  en 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017,  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votara  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitucional  que 
autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  requerir  que  un  tribunal  notiflque  al  fiscal  general  de  una  impugnacion 
dela  constitucionalidad  de  una  ley  estatal  y  autoriza  al  legisladora  imponer  un  periodo  de  espera 
antes  de  que  el  tribunal  pueda  dictaminar  que  la  ley  estatal  es  inconstitucional". 


PROPUESTA  NGMERO  5  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  H.J.R.  NS  100 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  proDone  uns  enmienda  constitucional  sohre  las  fundaciones  beneficas  de  enuipos  deoortivos 
profesionales  que  realizan  rifas  caritativas. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCi6n  1,  La  Seccion  47(d-l),  Articulo  III,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  para 
leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

(d-1)  La  legislatura,  por  ley  general,  puede  permitirle  a  la  fundacion  benefica  de  un  equipo 
deportivo  profesional  realizar  rifas  caritativas  conforme  a  los  terminos  y  condiciones  impuestos 
por  ley  general.  La  ley  puede  autorizar  a  la  fundacion  benefica  a  pagar,  con  los  ingresos 
provenientes  de  las  rifas,  gastos  administrativos,  de  publicidad  y  de  promocion  que  scan 
razonables.  Una  ley  sancionada  conforme  a  esta  subseccion  se  aplica  [puede  aplicarse]  solo  a  una 
entidad  [que-sea]  definida  como  la  fundacion  benefica  de  un  equipo  deportivo  profesional  de 
acuerdo  con  esa  lev  [al  1  de  enero  de  2016,]  y  solo  puede  permitir  que  las  rifas  caritativas  sean 
realizadasen  partidos  organizados  en  el  estadio  local  del  equipo  deportivo  profesional  asociadoa 
la  fundacion  benefica  de  ese  equipo  deportivo  profesional.  En  esta  subseccion.  un  "equipo 
deportivo  profesional"  significa: 

(1)  un  equipo  organizado  en  este  estado  aue  es  miembro  de  la  Liga  Mayor  de 
Beisbol,  la  Asociaclon  Nacional  de  Baloncesto,  la  Liga  Nacional  de  Hockey,  la  Llga  Nacional  de 

Futbol  Americano,  las  Ligas  Mavores  de  Futbol.  la  Liga  Estadounidense  de  Hockey,  la  Liea  de 

Hockey  de  la  Costa  Este,  la  Asociacion  Estadounidense  de  Beisbol  Profesional  Independiente,  la 

Liga  de  Beisbol  Profesional  del  Atlantico.  las  Ligas  Menores  de  Beisbol.  la  Liga  de  Desarrollo  de  la 

Asociacion  Nacional  de  Baloncesto,  la  Liga  Nacional  de  Futbol  Profesional  Femenino,  la  Liga  Mayor 
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de  Futbol  Rapido.  la  Liga  de  Futbol  Unida  o  la  Asociacion  Nacional  de  Baloncesto  Femenino: 

(2)  una  persona  aue  organiza  una  carrera  de  autos  autorizada  por  la  Asociacion 
Nacional  de  Carreras  de  Automoviles  de  Serie  (NA5CAR1.  INDYCar  u  otra  asociacion  de  carreras  de 

automoviles  reconocida  a  nivel  nacional  en  un  estadio  de  este  estado  guetenea  una  capacidad 

oermanente  oara  no  menos  de  75.000  personas  sentadas: 

(3)  una  oreanizacion  anfitriona  de  un  evento  de  la  Asociacion  de  Golf  Profesional:  o 

(4)  cualQuier  otro  eauipo  deportivo  profesional  definido  por  la  lev. 

SECCION  2.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debeserpresentadaa  losvotantesen 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitucional 
sobre  fundaciones  beneficas  de  equipos  deportivos  profesionales  que  realizan  rifas  caritativas". 

PROPUESTA  NUMERO  6  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  S.J.R.  NS  1 

RESOLUCION  CONJUNTA  DEL  SENADO 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constitucional  que  autoriza  a  la  legislature  a  ofrecer  una  exencion  del 
impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del 
conyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  agente  de  primera  intervencion  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte 
en  acto  de  servicio". 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECCION  1.  La  Seccion  1-b,  Articulo  VIII,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  afiadiendo 
las  Subsecciones  (o)  y  (p)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

fo)  La  legislatura.  por  lev  general,  puede  disponer  que  el  convuge  sobreviviente  de  un 

agente  de  primera  intervencion  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio  tiene 

derecho  a  recibir  una  exencion  del  Impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 

mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  convuge  sobreviviente.  mientras  este  no  se  hava  vuelto  a 

casardesde  la  muerte  del  agente  de  primera  intervencion.  La  legislatura.  oor  lev  general,  puede 

definir  "agente  de  primera  intervencion"  para  los  propositos  de  esta  subseccion  v  puede  prescribir 

reauisitos  de  elegibilidad  adicionaies  oara  recibir  la  exencion  autorizada  en  esta  subseccion. 

(d)  La  legislatura.  por  lev  general,  puede  disponer  oue  un  convuge  sobreviviente.  cue 

califica  oara  recibir  v  recibe  una  exencion  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subseccion  (ol  de  esta  seccion  v  que 

posteriormentecalifica  una  propiedad  distinta  como  su  residencia  principal,  tiene  derecho  a  recibir 

una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  residencia  calificada  posteriormente  en  un  monto 

eauivalente  al  valor  en  dolares  de  la  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  primera  residencia 

por  la  que  se  recibio  la  exencion  de  acuerdo  con  la  Subseccion  (ol  de  esta  seccion  en  el  ultimo  ano 

en  cue  el  convuge  sobreviviente  recibio  la  exencion  conforme  a  esa  subseccion  para  esa  residencia 

mientras  este  no  se  hava  vuelto  a  casar  desde  la  muerte  del  agente  de  primera  Intervencion. 

SECCION  2.  La  siguiente  disposicidn  temporal  es  anadida  a  la  Constitucion  de  Texas: 
DISPOSICION  TEMPORAL,  (ai  Esta  disposicion  temporal  se  aplica  a  la  enmienda 

constitucional  propuesta  por  la  85^  Sesion  Legislativa,  Sesion  Regular,  2017,  que  autoriza  a  la 

legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  de  parte  del  valor  de 

mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  convuge  sobreviviente  de  un  agente  de  primera 

intervencion  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio. 

(bl  Las  Secciones  l-b(ol  v  (p),  Articulo  VIII,  de  esta  constitucion  entran  en  efecto  el  1  de 

enero  de  2018  v  se  aplican  solo  a  un  ano  tributario  que  comience  en  o  despues  de  esa  fecha. 

(cl  Esta  disposicion  temporal  caduca  el  1  de  enero  de  2019. 

SECCION  3.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  losvotantesen 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017,  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresaydebe  permitirvotarafavoroen  contra  de  la  proposicion:  "Enmienda  constitucional  que 
autoriza  a  la  legislatura  a  ofrecer  una  exencion  del  impuesto  ad  valorem  de  la  totalidad  o  parte  del 
valor  de  mercado  de  la  residencia  principal  del  conyuge  sobreviviente  de  un  agente  de  primera 
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intervencion  quien  es  matado  o  herido  de  muerte  en  acto  de  servicio". 


PROPUESTA  NOMERO  7  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  H.J.R.  N2  37 

RESOLUCtON  CONJUNTA  DE  LA  CAMARA  DE  REPRESENTANTES 

Se  propone  una  enmienda  constituciona!  con  relacion  al  poder  legislative  para  permitirque  las 
cooperativas  de  credito  y  otras  instituciones  financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para 
promover  el  ahorro. 

LA  LEGISLATURA  DEL  ESTADO  DE  TEXAS  RESUELVE: 

SECC16n  1.  La  Seccion  47,  Arti'culo  III,  de  la  Constitucion  de  Texas,  se  modifica  afiadiendo  la 
Subseccion  (d-2)  para  leerse  de  la  siguiente  manera; 

(d-21  La  subseccion  (al  de  esta  seccion  no  le  prohibe  a  la  legislatura  autorizar  a  las 

cooperativas  de  credito  v  a  otras  instituciones  financieras  llevar  a  cabo.  conforme  a  losterminos  v 

condiciones  imouestos  por  lev  general,  actividades  promocionales  para  promover  el  ahorroen  las 

cuales  los  premios  son  otoreados  a  uno  o  mas  de  los  depositantes  de  las  cooperativas  de  credito  o 

instituciones  financieras  eleeidos  por  sorteo. 

SECCION  2.  Esta  enmienda  constitucional  propuesta  debe  ser  presentada  a  losvotantesen 
una  eleccion,  la  cual  se  llevara  a  cabo  el  7  de  noviembre  de  2017.  La  boleta  electoral  debe  ser 
impresa  y  debe  permitir  votar  a  favor  o  en  contra  de  la  proposicion;  "Enmienda  constitucional 
relativa  a  la  autoridad  legislative  para  permitirque  las  cooperativas  de  creditoy  otras  instituciones 
financieras  otorguen  premios  por  sorteo  para  promover  el  ahorro". 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  5 1 2-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  County  Clerks 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  September  12,  2017 

RE:  UPDATED  Full  Text  of  Constitutional  Amendments 


Enclosed  is  the  full  text,  with  updated  Spanish  translations,  of  the  proposed  constitutional 
amendments  to  be  voted  on  November  7,  2017. 

Article  XVII,  Section  1,  Texas  Constitution  requires  the  County  Clerk  to  post  the  full  text  of  the 
proposed  amendments  in  a  public  place  in  the  courthouse  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  November 
7,  2017  constitutional  amendment  election,  which  is  Sunday,  October  8,  2017. 

You  may  post  the  enclosed  notice  any  time  after  you  receive  this,  but  no  later  than  October  8, 
2017. 

Since  this  is  a  constitutional  requirement,  the  responsibility  to  post  this  notice  is  not  shifted  to 
the  Elections  Administrator  in  counties  that  have  an  Election  Administrator  nor  is  the  deadline 
extended. 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  enclosed  materials  or  need  any  assistance,  please  feel 
free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1  -800-252-22 1 6. 

KI:LO 

Attachments 

C:  Elections  Administrators 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

TO  BE  VOTED  ON 
NOVEMBER  7,2017 
ELECTION 


FULL  TEXT  OF  AMENDMENTS 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  September  13,  2017  1:31  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL-CC/EAA'R--  Abbott  v.  Perez  (No.  17A245)  -  Orders 

Attachments:  17A225  Abbott  v.  Perez  Order.pdf;  17A245  Abbott  v.  Perez  Order.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

As  you  may  have  heard,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  issued  a  stay  yesterday  evening  in  the  redistricting  litigation.  The 
court's  orders  are  attached.  These  orders  have  the  effecl  of  preventing  new  congressional  and  legislative  maps  from 
being  drawn  until  further  order  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Practically  speaking,  this  means  that  we  anticipate  that  our  2018 
primary  will  proceed  under  the  existing  maps  and  that  we  may  proceed  with  the  printing  of  the  voter  registration 
certificates. 

Accordingly,  our  office  will  be  issuing  its  directive  soon  on  the  voter  registration  certificates.  Please  let  us  know  if  you 
have  any  questions. 

Keith 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /index.shtxnl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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H.J.R.  Ho.  21 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PRO*  JSITION  1 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constii  vioral  atcienaner.t  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  ar,  exe:  ;:>tic!a  from  ad  vaicrein  taxation  of  part  of  thiS 
market  value  of  tf  residence  homestead  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  or  the  sur". ..  ving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled  veteran  if 
the  residence  home.  ,ead  ;vas  donated  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a 
charitable  organiz  tion  for  less  than  tlie  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  and  harmonizing  certain  related  provisions  of 
the  Texas  Constitu’  on. 

SS  IT  RESOLVE  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 

SECTION  1,  St  .tion  l-b(l);  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  M.J.  24,  85r<j  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  amended  to  read  .5  follows: 

(l)  The  leg:  lature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
partially  disabled  veteran  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  f  a  percentage  of  the  market  value  of  the 
disabled  veteran.',  residence  homestead  that  is  equal  to  the 
percentage  of  disa;.  ..llty  ol  the  di.'jabled  veteran  if  the  residence 
homestead  was  don^  ed  to  the  disabled  veteran  by  a  charitable 
organization  for  .*ss  than  the  market  value  of  the  residence 
homestead,  includi  j  at  no  coat  to  the  disacied  vetecan.  The 
legislature  by"“g€  irsl  law  may  provide  additional  eligibility 
requirements  for  t‘:  v  exemption.  For  purpose.^  of  thi.s  subsection, 
"partially  disablei,  veteran"  iteans  a  disabled  veteran  as  described 
by  Section  2(b)  c;  this  article  vjho  is  certified  as  having  a 
disability  rating  -f  less  than  100  percent.  A  limitation  or 
restriction  on  a  v  sabled  veteran's  entitlement  to  an  exempeior. 
under  Section  2  (b  of  this  article,  or  on  the  amount  of  an 
exemption  under  Sec  ion  2(b},  does  not  apply  to  an  exemption  under 
this  subsection. 

SECTION  2.  Sf  tion  l-b(l),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
as  proposed  by  H.J.  62,  a3rd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2013, 
is  redesignated  is  Section  l-b(m).  Article  vill,  Texas 
Constitution,  to  r*  .d  as  follows: 

(m)  f-fH-]  The  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 
survivina  spouse  o-  a  member  of  the  armed  services  of  Ihe  United 
States  who  is  killi  i  in  action  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  z  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
surviving  spouse's  •esidence  homestead  if  the  surviving  spouse  has 
,not  remarried  sine-  the  death  of  the  inemiber  of  the  ar.med  services. 

SECTION  3.  cion  l-b(ni),  Article  VIII,  Texas  Constitution, 
is  redesignated  is  Section  l-*’c(n5.  Article  VIII,  Texas 
Constitution,  and  lendeci  to  read  as  follows: 

(n)  [-fHrrl  Th  legislature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  a 
survivincr  soouse  v  o  gtialifie.s  for  and  receives  an  exemption  in 
accordance  with  S  bsecticn  Olil  i<"W  o£  this  section  and  who 
subsequently  qual.  ies  a  different  property  as  the  surviving 
soouse's  reside.nce  hoftestead  is  entitled  to  ar.  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  *.  the  subsequently  qualified  homestead  in  an 
amount  equal  to  th:  dollar  amount  ox  the  exemption  from  ad  valorem 
taxation  of  the  irst  homestead  for  which  the  exemption  was 
received  in  accord.-  ce  with  Subsection  (m)  of  this  sectic''.  i.r. 
the  last  year  in  w:  .ch  the  surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption 
in  accordance  wit  that  subsection  for  that  homesteec  it  the 
surviving  spouse  .  not  remarried  since  the  death  of  the  .member  of 
the  armed  services 

SECTION  4.  I-  is  proposed  constitutional  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vo  ers  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  •  ®  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition;  "T  i  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 
legislature  to  pro  de  for  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 
part  of  thft  market  value  of  the  rsside,nce  homestead  of  a  partia31y 
disabled  veteran  c  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  partially  disabled 
veteran  if  the  re.idence  homestead  was  donated  to  the  disabled 
veteran  by  a  charit  :ble  organization  for  less  than  the  market  value 
of  the  residence  ho.msstead  and  harmonizing  certain  related 
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provisions  of  Che  Texas  Constitution . 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PR0POSITIO5T  2  S.J.R.  No.  60 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLOTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  establishing  a  lower  amount 
for  expenses  that  can  be  charged  to  a  borrower  and  removing  certain 
financing  expense  limitations  for  a  home  equity  loan,  establishing 
certain  authorized  lenders  to  mate  a  home  equity  loan,  changing 
certain  options  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity  loans,  changing 
the  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  home  equity  line  of  credit,  and 
allowing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural  homesteads. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  TKE  LSGISIJVTUBE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  i.  Section  50,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  amending  Subsections  (a).  If),  (g),  and  (t)  and  adding 
Subsection  (f-1)  to  read  as  follows: 

(a)  The  homestead  of  a  femily,  or  of  a  single  adult  person, 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  protected  from  forced  sale,  for  the  payment 
of  all  debts  except  for: 

(1)  the  purchase  money  thereof,  or  a  part  of  such 
purchase  money; 

(2)  the  taxes  due  thereon; 

i3)  an  ov/elty  of  partition  imposed  against  t.hc  entirety 
of  the  property  by  a  court  order  or  by  a  written  agreement  of  the 
parties  to  the  partition,  including  a  debt  of  one  spouse  in  favor 
of  the  other  spouse  resulting  from  a  division  cr  an  award  of  a 
family  homestead  in  a  divorce  proceeding? 

(4)  the  refinance  of  s  lien  against  a  homestead, 
including  a  federal  tax  lien  resulting  from  the  tax  debt  of  both 
spouses,  if  the  homestead  is  a  family  homestead,  or  from  the  tax 
debt  of  the  owner; 

(5)  work  and  m.aterial  used  in  constructing  new 
improvements  thereon,  if  contracted  for  in  writing,  or  work  and 
material  used  to  repair  or  renovate  existing  improvements  thereon 
if: 

(A)  the  work  and  tnaterial  are  contracted  for  in 
writing,  with  the  consent  of  both  spouses,  in  the  case  of  a  family 
homestead,  given  in  the  same  manner  as  Is  required  in  making  a  sale 
and  conveyance  of  the  homestead; 

(B)  the  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is  not 
executed  by  the  owner  or  the  owner’s  spouse  before  the  fifth  day 
after  the  owner  makes  written  application  for  any  extension  of 
credit  for  the  work  and  material,  unless  the  work  and  material  are 
necessary  to  complete  immediate  repairs  to  conditions  on  the 
homestead  property  that  materially  affect  the  health  or  safety  of 
the  owner  or  person  residing  in  the  homestead  and  the  ovmor  of  the 
homestead  acknowledges  such  in,  writing; 

(C)  the  contract  for  the  work  and  material 
expressly  provides  that  the  owner  may  rescind  the  contract  without 
penalty  or  charge  within  three  days  after  the  execution  of  the 
contract  by  all  parties,  unless  the  work  and  material  are  necessary 
to  complete  immediate  repairs  to  conditions  on  the  ho:nestead 
property  that  materially  affect  the  health  or  safety  of  the  owner 
or  person  residing  in  the  homestead  and  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
acknowledges  such  in  writing;  and 

(D)  Che  contract  for  the  work  and  material  is 
executed  by  the  owner  and  the  owner's  spouse  only  at  the  office  of 
a  third-party  lender  making  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  work  and 
material,  an  attorney  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(6}  an  extension  of  credit  that: 

tA)  is  secured  by  a  voluntary  lien  on  the  riomestead 
created  under  a  viritten  agreement  with  the  consent  of  each  owner 
and  each  owner’s  spouse; 

(B)  is  of  a  principal  amount  that  when  added  to  the 
aggregate  total  of  the  outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other 
indebtedness  secured  by  valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the 
homestead  does  not  exceed  80  percent  of  the  fair  market  va  Lue  of 
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the  ho-Ttestead  on  t  •  date  Che  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(C)  is  without  recourse  for  personal  liability 
against  each  owner  md  the  spouse  of  each  owner,  unless  the  owner 
or  spouse  obtained  he  extension  of  credit  by  actual  fraud; 

(D)  is  secured  by  a  lien  that  nay  be  foreclosed 
upon  only  by  a  cou  .  orosr; 

(E)  does  not  require  the  owrer  or  the  owner’s 
spouse  CO  pay,  if  addition  to  any  interest  or  anv  bona  ride 
discount  points  ua^  ;  to  bay  down  ths  interest  rate,  any  fees  to  any 
person  that  are  nee  ssary  to  originate,  evaluate,  niaintai;:,  record, 
insure,  or  service  the  extension  of  credit  that  exceed,  in  the 
aggregate,  two  {-feh-.  -e]  percent  of  the  original  principal  amount  of 
the  extension  of  c  xiit,  excluding  fees  for: 


U)  an  appraisal  performed  bv  a  third  party 


aooiaiser; 

(ii)  a  prooertv  survey  oerformed  bv  a  state 

reoistered 

O'  lice 

>ed  survsvor; 

(iii)  a  state  base  premium  for  a  mortqaaee 

Doliev  of 

title 

insurance  with  endorsenencs  established  in 

accordance 

with  St 

c.e  law;  or 

(ivl  a  title  exanination  reoort  if  its  cost  is 

less  than 

the  stat 

base  premium  for  a  mortgagee  noliev  of  title 

insurance  without  <  doraements  established  in  accordance  with  state 
1  aw; 

(FJ  is  not  a  form  of  open-end  account  that  may  be 
debited  from  time  o  time  or  under  which  credit  may  be  extended 
from  time  to  time  u  less  the  open-end  account  is  a  home  equity  line 
of  credit; 

{G)  is  payable  in  advance  without  penalty  or  other 


charge; 

personal  property 
U) 

property  'ty-y-y 

hor.:::tg:aj 

(J) 

tha  marHet  value  o:, 
under  oghsr  xudebt. 
against  the  homest 

(K) 

the  time  ths  exten. 
made  for  a  purpo. 
Subsection  (a)  (8) 
(I*) 

installments,  not  .• 
than  monthly,  begi; 
extension  of  credi 
amount  of  accruec 
installment;  or 


is  not  secured  by  any 
;her  than  the  homestead; 
{repealed)  (ie — SrO^ 


additional  real  or 


goYorning-  p-retH 


may  not  be  accolerated  because  of  a  decrease  in 
the  homestead  or  because  of  the  owner's  default: 
Iness  not  secured  by  a  prior  valid  encumbrance 

Id; 

is  the  only  debt  secured  by  th©  homestead  at 
.on  of  credit  iS  made  unless  the  other  debt  was 
.3  described  by  Subsections  Ca){l>-(aMb)  or 
:  this  section; 
is  scheduled  to  be  repaid: 

(i)  in  substantially  equal  successive  periodic 
r^re  often  than  every  1*1  days  and  not  less  often 
ling  no  later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
is  made,  each  of  which  equals  or  exceeds  the 
interest  as  of  the  date  of  the  scheduled 


<il)  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  a  horns 
equity  line  of  c  iidit,  in  periodic  payments  described  under 
Subsection  (t) (3)  :  this  section; 

(M)  is  closed  not  before: 

(i)  the  12th  day  after  the  later  of  the  date 
that  the  owner  of  ne  homestead  submits  a  lean  application  to  the 
lender  for  ths  ex  ^nsion  of  credit  or  the  date  that  the  l«ender 
provides  the  owner  a  copy  of  the  notice  prescribed  by  Subsection 
(g)  of  this  sectio.  ; 

(iij  one  business  day  alter  the  date  that  ths 
owner  of  the  homes  e«d  receives  a  copy  of  the  loan  application  if 
not  oreviously  prf  'ided  and  a  final  itemized  disclosure  of  the 
actual  fees,  poln  ,  interest,  costs,  and  charges  that  will  be 
charged  at  closing  If  a  bona  fide  emergency  or  another  good  cause 
exists  and  the  lenc  obtains  the  written  consent  of  the  owner,  “he 
lender  may  provide  he  documentation  to  the  owner  or  the  lender  may 
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rnodify  previously  provided  documentation  on  the  dste  cf  closiru:; 
and 

iiii)  the  first  anniversary  of  the  closing 
date  of  any  other  extension  of  credit  descrroed  by  Subsect itn 
(a)  (G)  of  this  section  secured  by  the  same  homestead  property, 
except  a  refinance  described  by  Paragraph  (Q)  (x;  (,f)  o~  this 
subdivision,  unless  the  owner  on  oath  reqiiests  ar.  earlier  closing 
due  to  a  state  of  emergency  that: 

(a)  has  been  declared  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  or  the  governor  as  provided  by  lav.*;  and 

(b;  applies  to  the  area  v/here  the 

homestead  is  located; 

(N)  is  closed  only  at  the  office  of  Che  lender,  an 
attorney  at  law,  or  a  title  company; 

(O)  permits  a  lender  to  contract  for  and  receive 
any  fixed  or  variable  rate  of  interest  authorirec  under  statute? 

(?)  is  made  by  one  of  the  following  that  has  not 
been  found  by  a  federal  regulatory  agency  to  have  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  refusing  to  make  loans  because  the  applicants  for  the 
loans  reside  or  the  property  proposed  to  secure  the  loans  rs 
located  in  a  certain  area: 

{i}  a  bank,  savings  and  loan  association, 
savings  bank,  or  credit  union  doing  business  under  the  laws  of  this 
state  or  the  United  States,  inciudincr  a  subsidiary  of  a  bank, 
savings  and  loan  association,  savings  bank,  or  credit  union 

described  bv  this  subparagraph; 

(ii)  a  federally  chartered  lending 
instrumentality  or  a  person  approved,  as  a  mortgagee  by  the  United 
States  government  to  make  federally  insured  loans? 

(iii}  a  person  licensed  to  make  regulated 
loans,  as  provided  by  statute  of  this  state? 

(iv)  a  person  who  sold  the  homestead  property 
to  the  current  owner  and  v?ho  provided  ail  or  part  of  the  firianc.ing 
for  the  purchase; 

(v)  a  person  v/ho  is  related  to  the  homestead 
property  owner  within  the  second  degree  of  affinity  or 
consanguinity;  or 

(vi)  a  person  regulated  by  this  statp^  as  a 
mortgage  banker  or  mortgage  company  [brokorl ;  and 

(Q)  is  made  on  the  condition  chat: 

(i)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  is  not  required 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  extension  of  credit  to  repay  another 
debt  except  debt  secured  by  the  homestead  or  debt  to  another 
lender; 

(ii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  assign 
wages  as  security  for  the  extension  of  credit; 

(iii)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  any 
Instrument  in  which  blanks  relating  to  substantive  terms  of 
agreement  are  left  to  be  filled  in; 

(iv)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  not  sign  a 
confession  of  judgment  or  power  of  attorney  to  the  lender  or  to  a 
third  person  to  confess  judgment  or  to  appear  for  the  owner  in  a 
judicial  proceeding; 

(v)  At  the  time  Lhe  extension  of  credit  is 
made,  the  owner  of  the  homestead  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  iinsi 
loan  application  and  all  executed  documents  signsc  by  the  owner  at 
closing  related  to  the  extension  of  credit; 

(vl)  the  security  instruments  securing  the 
extension  of  credit  contain  a  disclosure  that  the  extension  of 
credit  is  the  type  of  credit  defined  by  Subsection  (a)  (6)  of  this 
section  CSooticn  SQCaHS);  f!.rticlt  Mri,'rc;:ro  Ccr.rcitutltn] ; 

(viil  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
termination  and  full  payjnont  of  the  extension  of  credit,  the  lender 
cancel  and  return  the  promissory  note  to  the  owner  of  the  homsstead 
and  give  the  owner,  in  recordable  form,  a  release  of  tne  rien 
securing  the  extension  of  credit  cr  a  copy  of  an  endoraemen':  and 
assignment  of  the  lien  to  «  lender  that  is  re£ir.anc.i.ng  tno 
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extension  of  credi  • 


(vili)  the  owner  of  the  homestead  and  any 
spouse  of  the  owne.  may,  within  throe  days  after  the  extension  of 
credit  is  made,  re,  rind  the  extension  of  credit  without  penalty  or 
charge; 

(ix)  Che  owner  of  the  homestead  and  the  lender 
sign  a  written  ack  wledgir.ent  as  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
homestead  property  >n  Che  date  the  extension  of  credit  is  made; 

(x)  except  as  provided  by  Subparagraph  fxi)  of 
this  paragraph,  t'  i  lender  or  any  holder  cf  the  note  for  the 
extension  of  credit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of  the 
extension  of  credi  if  the  lender  or  holder  fails  to  comply  with 
the  lender's  or  ho.  ier's  obligations  unde.):  the  extension  of  credit 
and  fails  to  corre*  ,  the  failure  to  comply  not  later  than  the  60th 
day  after  the  date  he  lender  or  holder  is  notified  by  the  borrower 
of  the  lender’s  fa  lure  to  comply  by: 

{a}  paying  to  the  owner  an  ameunt  equal 
to  any  overcharge  paid  by  the  owner  vinder  or  related  to  the 
extension  of  credit  if  the  ov/ner  has  paid  an  amount  that  exceeds  an 
amount  stated  in  t.'  i  applicable  Paragraph  (E) ,  or  (0)  of  this 
subdivision? 

{b}  sending  the  owner  a  xvritten 
acknowledgement  th'  the  lien  is  valid  only  in  the  amount  that  the 
extension  of  cred:  does  not  exceed  the  percentage  described  by 
Paragraph  (B)  of  tl  s  subdivision,  if  applicable,  or  is  r.ot  secured 
by  property  desc;  bed  under  Paragraph  (H)  of  this 
subdivision,  if  ap;  icable; 

(c)  sending  the  owner  a  written  notice 
modifying  any  othe  amount,  percentage,  term,  or  other  provision 
prohibited  by  this  action  to  a  permitted  amount,  percentage,  term, 
or  other  provision  and  adjusting  the  account  of  the  borrower  to 
ensure  Chat  the  boi  ower  is  not  required  to  pay  mere  than  an  amount 
permitted  by  this  .  action,  and  is  not  subject  to  any  other  term  or 
provision  prohibitf  i  by  this  section; 

<d)  delivering  the  required  documents  to 
the  borrower  if  the  lender  fails  to  comply  with  Subparagraph  (v]  of 
this  paragraph  or  obtaining  the  appropriate  signatures  if  the 
lender  fails  to  co:  :.^iy  with  Subparagraph  Ux)  of  this  paragraph; 

(e)  sending  the  owner  a  written 
ac}c:iowiedgement,  11  the  failure  to  comply  is  prohibited  by 
Paragraph  (K)  of  tit’s  subdivision,  that  the  accrual  of  interest  and 
all  of  the  owner's  obligations  under  the  exterision  cf  credit  are 
abated  while  any  p-  or  lien  prohibited  under  Paragraph  {K)  remains 
secured  by  the  horn-  ,tead/  or 

(f»  if  the  failure  to  comply  cannot  be 
cured  under  Subpar^  iraphs  (x)(a)-{e)  of  this  paragraph,  cuiiny  the 
failure  to  comply  i  a  refund  or  credit  to  the  ovmer  of  $i,0Q0  and 
offecing  Che  owner  .he  right  to  refinance  the  extension  of  credit 
with  the  lender  or  older  for  the  remaining  term  of  the  loan  at  no 
cost  to  the  owner  n  the  same  terms,  including  interest,  as  the 
original  extension  of  credit  with  any  modif Ications  necessary  to 
comply  with  this  s  ction  or  on  terms  on  which  the  owner  and  the 
lender  or  holder  ot  eruise  agree  that  comply  with  this  sect-ion;  and 

(xi)  the  lender  or  any  holder  of  the  note  for 
the  extension  of  ct  lit  shall  forfeit  all  principal  and  interest  of 
the  extension  of  c  edit  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  made  by  a 
person  other  than  person  described  under  Paragraph  (P)  of  this 
subdivision  or  if  the  lien  was  not  created  under  a  v/ritten 
agreement  with  the  .'onsent  of  each  owner  and  each  owner's  spouse, 
unless  each  owner  nd  each  owner’s  spouse  who  did  not  initially 
consent  subsequent!/  consents; 

{?)  a  rf  /erse  mortgage?  or 

(0}  the  ;onversion  and  refinance  of  a  personal  property 
lien  secured  by  a  anufacturod  heme  to  a  lien  on  real  property, 
including  the  refar  tnce  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  manufactured 
home,  the  cost  of  installing  the  manufactured  home  on  the  real 
property,  and  the  :efinance  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  real 
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property, 

(f)  A  refinance  of  debt  secured  by  the  homestead,  any  portion 
of  which  is  an  extension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (s) (6) 
of  this  section,  may  not  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  the 
homestead  unless  either: 

{11  the  refinance  of  the  debt  is  an  extension  of  credit 
described  by  Subsection  (a) (6)  or  (a) ^7)  ot  "his  section;  or 
(2)  all  of  the  following  conditions  ate  met; 

(A)  the  refinance  is  not  closed  before  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  date  the  extension  of  credit  was  closed; 

{B)  the  refinanced  extension  of  credit  does  not 

include  the  advance  of  any  additional  funds  other  than; 

(i)  funds  advanced  to  refinance  a  debt 
described  by  Subsections  (a)  fl)  through  {a) {7)  of  this  section;  or 

(il)  actual  costs  and  reserves  recr-tired  by  the 

lender  to  refinance  the  debt; 

(C)  the  refirTance  of  the  axtensioxi  of  credit  is  ot 
a  principal  arr^unt  that  when  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 

outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  other  indebtedness  sgeured  by 

valid  encumbrances  of  record  against  the  homestead  does  not  exceed 


80  percent  oi 


the  fair  ;i‘.arkfAt  value  of  the  homestead  on  the 


ite 


the  refinance  of  the  extension  of  credit 

(D)  the  lender  provides 

written  notice  on  a  separate  document 


is  made;  and 

the  owner  the  following 

hot  later  than  the  third 


business  day  after  the  date  the  owner  submits  the  loan  applic?»tlon 

to  the  lender  and  at  least  12  days  before  the  date  the  refinance  of 

the  extension  of  credit  is  closed: 

"YOUR  EXISTX.^G  LQAH  THAT  YOl)  DSSIRE  TO  R5FIKANCK  IS  A  HOMS 

EgUITYTOAN.  'iOV  tiAY  HAVE  TdE  OPTION  TO  REFIHANTS  YOUR  HOKE  SQuITY 

LOAN  AS  EITHER  A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN  OR  AS  A  NQN-HQMS  EQUITY  LOAIh,  IF 

OFFERED  BY  YOUR  LENDER. 

“HOIiE  EQUITY  LOANS  HAVE  IMPORTANT  CONSUMER  PROTECTIONS.  A 


LStJDES 

MAY  ONLY  FORECLOSE 

A  HOME 

EQUITY 

LOAN  BASED  ON 

A  COuR* 

ORDER. 

A  HOME  EQUITY  LOAN 

MUST  BE 

KITHOU 

7  RECOURSE  FOR 

PERSONAL 

LIABILITY  AGAINST  YOU  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE. 

"IF  YOU  HAVE  APPLIED  TO  REFINAl^  YOUR  EXISTING  HOME  EQUITY 

LOAN  AS  A  NON-HOMS  EQUITY  LOAN,  YOU  Vc’ILL  LOSE  TERTAIN  CONSUMER 

PROTECTIONS.  A  NON-HOME  EQUITY  REFINANCED  LOAN: 

»(1)  WILL  PERMIT  THE  LEWDER  TO  FORECLOSE  WITHOUT  A  COURT 

ORDER; 

"(2)  WILL  BE  WITH  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 
AGAIN.ST  YOU  AND  YOUR  SPOUSE;  AND 

»(3)  JIAY  ALSO  CONTAIN  OTHER  TERMS  OR  CONDITIONS  THAT  MAY 
NOT  3E  PERMITTED  IN  A  TRADITIONAL  HOME  EQUrTY  LOArNT 

"BEFORE  YOU  REFINAMCE  YOUR  EXISTING  HOME  EQITtY  LOAN  TO  MAKE 


IT  ?.  NON-HOKE  EOCITV  LOAM,  YOU  ,?HCULD  MAKE  SURE  VQJ  IJS!Or.BSTftMD  7r:A? 

YOU  ARE  WAIVING  IKPORTA'.sT  PROTECT 

:OKS  THAT  HO/.E  FC>U.rTY 

PROVIDE  UNDER  THE  LAW  AMD  S.HOULD 

CONSIDER  CONSULTING  WITH  ’iN 

ATTORNEY  OF 

YOUR  CHOOSING  REC-ARDIKG 

THESE  PROTECTIONS. 

"YOU  MAY  WISH  TO  ASK  YOUR  LENDER  TO  REFINANCE  YOUR  I.CAS  AS  h 

HOME  EQUITY 

LOAN,  HOV7EVER,  A  [iCME 

COUrTY  LOAN  M-AY  /lAVE  A  HiG.ME.R 

INTEREST  RATE  AND  CLOSING  COSTS  THAN  A  NOti-HCME  EQUITY  LOAN." 

(f-i) 

A  lien  securing  a  refin 

ance  of  debt  under  Subsection 

(f! (2)  of 

this  section  is  deemed 

CO  be  a  lien  described  by 

Subsection 

(a( (4)  of  this  section. 

An  affidavit  executsd  bv  tine 

owner  or  the  owner's  soouse  acknowledging  that  the  recruiremersts  of 

Subsection 

(fl (2)  of  this  section 

have  been  met  conclusively 

establishes 

that  the  reauirements 

of  Subsection  (a)  tM)  of  this 

section  have  been  met. 

(g)  An  extension  of  credit  described  by  Subsection  (a) (6)  of 
this  section  may  be  secured  by  a  valid  lien  against  homestead 
property  if  the  extension  of  credit  is  not  closed  before  the  12th 
day  after  the  lender  provides  the  owner  with  the  follovjing  written 
notice  on  a  separate  instruinenL : 

"NOTICE  CONCERNING  EXTENSIONS  OF  CREDIT  DEFINED  BY  SECTION 
50(a}(6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION: 

’■SECTION  50(a)(6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION 


Page  -6  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-0001 54 


ALLOWS  CERTAIN  10?.;  :  TO  BE  SECURED  AGAINST  THE  EOUITT  IK  YOUR  HOS:. 

SUCH  LOAMS  ARE  O  KONLY  KNOWN  AS.  EQUITY  I,O.AKS.  IF  YO;i  DO  N’O' 
REPAV  THE  LOAN  OR  F  YOU  FAIL  TO  MEET  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  LOAM,  THE 
LENDER  MAY  FCEECLO,  .AND  SELL  YOUR  HOME.  THE  CONSTITUTION  PROVIDES 


T.HAT: 

’■  ;a)  the  loan  iust  be  voluntarily  cre.ated  with  the  consent  of 

E.ACK  OWNER  OF  YOUR  HOME  AND  EACH  OWNER'S  SPOUSE? 

"(B!  THE  PRIM  IPAL  LOAN  AMOUNT  -AT  THE  TI.ME  THE  LO.AN  IS  MADE 
MUST  NOT  EXCEED  .  I  AMOUNT  THAT,  WHEN  ADDED  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL 
5ALANCES  OF  ALL  0  HER  LIENS  AGAINST  YOUR  HOME,  IS  MORE  THAN  80 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAI  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME; 

“ (C>  THE  LOAN  IUST  HE  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  FOR  PERSONAL  LIABILITY 
AGAINST  YOU  AND  YO'.  ,  SPO'JSE  UNLESS  YO'J  OR  YOUR  SPOUSE  OBT.AINED  THIS 
EXTENSION  OF  CREDI  BY  ACTUAL  FRAUD; 

"(D)  THE  LIEN  SECURING  THE  LORN  MAY  BE  FOBECLCSED  UPON  ONLY 


WITH  A  COURT  ORDER 
"(S)  FEES  ANI. 
PERCENT  OF  THE  LC 


CHARGES  TO  M.AKE  THE  LOAN  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  2 
;J  At-IOUNI,  EXCEPT  FOR  A 
A  THIRD  PARTY  APPRAIi 


ENDORg,|p||. 

CKBITED  tHOM  TIME 
FROM  TIME  TO  TIME 
•':G)  YO'J  MAY 
”(P.)  NO  ADDIT 

ClGS'I)''rgT 

'*{J]  YOU  ARE 

agreed  solely  BECA: 
OR  BECAUSE  YOU  DEF. 


ACCOUNT  THAI  MAY  BE 
0  TIME  OR  UNDER  WHICH  CREDIT  HAY  BE  EXTENDED 
.JLESS  IT  IS  A  HO.ME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

REP.AY  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PF.NALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

ON?l  COLLATERAL  MAY  3E  SECURITY  FOB  THE  LOAN; 

-3¥- 


■;«3UegION-&F  KILK-1  ; 

NOT  REQUIRED  TO  REPAY  THE  LOAN  EARLIER  THAN 
IE  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOKE  DECREASES 
iLT  ON  ANOTHER  LOAN  THAT  TS  NOT  SECURED  BY  YOUR 


HOME; 

"(K)  ONLY  ONE  OKS  DESCRT.SSD  BY  SECTION  50(a)(fi),  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONS  iTUTION  MAY  .RE  SECURED  WITH  YOUR  HOKE  AT  ANY 
GIVEN  TIME; 

"(L)  THE  LOAN  IUST  EE  SCHEDULED  TO  BE  REPAID  IN  PA-YXEMTS  Tii.AT 
EQUAL  OR  EXCEED  T1  E  AMOUNT  OF  ACCRUED  INTEREST  FOR  EACH  P.AYMEMT 
PERIOD; 

"  iK)  THE  LOAN  LAY  NOT  CLOSE  BSFO.RE  12  D.AYS  AFTER  YOU  SUBMIT  A 
LOAN  APPLICATION  T  THE  LENDER  OR  BEFORE  12  DAYS  AI-TER  YOU  RECEIVE 
THIS  NOTICE,  WHICi  IVEB  DATE  IS  LATER;  AND  MA.Y  NOT  WITHOUT  YOUR 
CONSENT  CLOSE  BEFC  2  ONE  BUSINESS  DAY  AFTER  THE  DATE  ON  WHICH  YOU 
RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  ■  lUR  I,OAN  APPLICATION  IF  ROT  PREVIOUSLY  PROVIDED 
AND  A  FINAL  ITEM  2ED  DISCLOSURE  OF  THE  ACTUAL  FEES,  POINTS, 
INTEREST,  COSTS,  A  D  CHARGES  THAT  KILL  BE  CKA.RGED  AT  CLOSING;  .AND 
IF  YOUR  HOKE  WAS  S;  lURITY  FOR  THE  SAKE  TYPF,  OF  LOAN  'NITHIN  THE  FAST 
YEAR,  A  NEK  LOAN  S:  CURED  BY  THE  SAME  PROPERTY  MAY  NOT  CLOSE  BEFORE 
ONE  YEAR  HAS  PASSE  FROM  THE  ClXiSING  DATE  OF  THE  OTHER  LO.AR,  UNLESS 
ON  O.ATH  YOU  RF.Q13F.S  AN  EARI.IF.R  CLOSING  DUB  TO  A  DECLARED  ST.ATE  OF 
EMERGENCY; 

"(K)  THE  LOAN  KAY  CLOSE  ONLY  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  LENDER, 
TITLE  COMPANY,  OR  N  ATTO.RNEY  AT  L.AK; 

"  (01  THE  I.EN!  ,R  M-AY  CHARGE  ANY  FIXED  OR  VARIABLE  RATE  OF 
INTEREST  AUTHORIZE  BY  S'l/iTUTE; 

"(PI  ONLY  A  LAWFULLY  AUTHORIZED  LENDER  KAY  K'J<B  LOANS 
DESCRIBED  3Y  SE(  ION  50 (a) (6),  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION; 

"(Ql  LOANS  DE  IRIBED  BY  SECTION  50SS)tS),  ARTICLE  XVI,  0?  THE 
TEXAS  CONSTITUTION  MUST: 

"(1!  NOT  REQi.  RE  YOU  TO  APPLY  THE  PROCEEDS  TO  .ANOTHER  DEBT 
EXCEPT  A  DEBT  THA IG  SECURED  BY  YOUR  HOME  OR  OWED  TO  ANOTHER 


LENDER: 

"(2)  NOT  R£QL>  IRE  THAT  YOU  ASSIGN  WAGES  AS  SECURITY; 

"(3)  NOT  REQ'  rRE  THAT  YOU  EXECUTE  INSTRUMENTS  'WHICH  HAVE 


page  -7  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-0001 55 


BLANKS  FOR  SUBSTANTIVE  TERMS  OF  AGREEMENT  LEFT  TO  BE  FILIEO  IN; 

”(4}  NOT  REQUIRE  THAT  YOU  SIGN  A  CONFESSIOs'  OF  JUDGMENT  OR 
POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  ANOTHER  PERSON  TO  CONFESS  JUDGMENT  OR  APPEAR 
IN  A  LEGAL  PROCEEDING  ON  YOUR  BEHALF; 

“(5}  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  RECEIVE  A  COPY  OF  YOCR  FINAL  LOAN 
APPLICATION  AND  ALL  EXECUTED  DOCUMENTS  YOU  SIGN  AT  CLOSING; 

‘•{6)  PROVIDE  THAT  THE  SECURITY  INSTRUMENTS  CONTAIN  A 
DISCLOSURE  THAT  THIS  LOAN  IS  A  LOAN  DEFINED  3Y  SECTION  50ia)i6>, 
ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION; 

"(7)  PROVIDE  THAT  WHEN  THE  LOAN  IS  PAID  IN  FULL,  THE  LENDER 
WILL  SIGN  AND  GIVE  YOU  A  RELEASE  OF  LIEN  OR  AN  ASSIGNMENT  OF  ?KE 
LIEN,  WHICHEVER  IS  APPROPRIATE; 

"(8)  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  MAY,  WITHIN  3  DAYS  AFTER  CLOSING, 
RESCIND  THE  LOAN  WITHOUT  PENALTY  OR  CHARGE; 

"(9)  PROVIDE  THAT  YOU  AND  THE  LENDER  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE  FAIR 
MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LOAN  CLOSES;  AND 

"(10}  PROVIDE  THAT  THE  LENDER  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL  PRINCIPAL  AND 
INTEREST  IF  THE  LENDER  FAILS  TO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  LENDER'S 
OBLIGATIONS  UNLESS  THE  LENDER  CURES  THE  FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  AS 
PROVIDED  BY  SECTION  50  (a)  (G)  (Q)  (>{> ,  ARTICLE  XVI,  OF  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION;  AND 

"(R)  IF  THE  LOAN  IS  A  HOME  EQUITY  LINE  OF  CREDIT: 

'*(1)  YOU  MAY  REQUEST  ADVANCES,  REPAY  MONEY,  MD  REBORROW  MONEY 
UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

"(2)  EACH  ADVANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  MUST  3E  IN  AN 
AMOUNT  OF  AT  LEAST  S 4,000; 

’*(3)  YOU  i-lAY  NOT  USE  A  CREDIT  CARD,  DEBIT  CARD,  OR  SIMILAR 
DEVICE,  OR  PREPRINTED  CHECK  THAT  YOU  DID  NOT  SOLICIT,  TO  OBTAIN 
ADVANCES  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT; 

’•(4)  ANY  FEES  THE  LENDER  CHARGES  MAY  BE  CHARGED  AND  COLF.ECTED 
ONLY  AT  THE  TIME  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTAEiLISHED  AND  THE  LENDER 
MxAY  NOT  CHARGE  A  FEE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  ANY  ADVANCE; 

"(5)  THE  I'JAXIMUM  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  THAT  I4AY  BZ  EXTENDED,  WHEN 
ADDED  TO  ALL  OTHER  DEBTS  SECURED  BY  YOUR  llOm,  MAY  NOT  EXCEED  3U 
PERCENT  OF  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE  OF  YOUR  HOME  ON^  THE  DATE  THE  LINE 
OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED; 

"{6}  IF  THE  PRINCIPAL  BALANCE  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  AT  ANY 
TIME  EXCEEDS  ^  {&&]  PERCENT  OF  TKS  FAIR  MARKET  VA>LUE  OF  YOUR  HOMS, 
AS  DETERMINED  ON  THE  DATE  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  IS  ESTABLISHED,  YOU 
MAY  NOT  CONTINUE  TO  REQUEST  ADVA.NCES  UNDER  THE  LINE  OF  CREDIT  Ul-JTIL 
THE  BALANCE  IS  LESS  THAN  ^  TS-GJ  PERCENT  OP  THE  FAIR  MARKET  VALUE; 
AND 

"(7)  THE  LENDER  MAY  NOT  UNILATERALLY  AI-IEND  THE  TERTIS  OF  THE 
LINE  OF  CREDIT. 

"THIS  NOTICE  IS  ONLY  A  SUMMARY  OF  YOUR  RIGHTS  UxNDSR  THE  TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION.  YOUR  RIGHTS  ARE  GOVERNED  BY  SECTION  30,  ARTICLE  XVI, 
OF  THE  TEXAS  CONSTITUTION,  AND  NOT  BY  THIS  NOTICE." 

If  the  discussions  with  the  borrower  are  conducted  primarily 
in  a  language  other  than  English,  the  lender  shall,  before  closing, 
provide  an  additional  copy  of  the  notice  translated  into  the 
written  language  in  which  the  discussions  were  conducted. 

(t)  A  home  equity  line  of  credit  is  a  form  of  an  open-end 
account  that  may  be  debited  fxoia  time  to  time,  under  which  credit 
may  be  extended  from  time  to  V.i;ne  and  under  which; 

(1)  the  owner  requests  advances,  repays  money,  and 
reborrows  money; 

(2)  any  single  debit  or  advance  is  not  less  than  S4,C00; 

{3}  the  owner  does  not  use  a  credit,  card,  debit  card,  or 

similar  device,  or  preprinted  check  unsolicited  by  the  borrower,  to 
obtain  an  advance; 

{4}  any  fees  described  by  Subsection  (a>  (6) (S)  of  tills 
section  are  charged  and  collected  only  at  the  time  the  extension  of 
credit  is  established  and  no  fee  is  charged  or  collected  in 
connection  with  any  debit  or  advance; 

(5)  the  max-imum  principal  amount  chat  may  be  extended 
under  the  account,  when  added  to  the  aggregate  total  of  the 
outstanding  principal  balances  of  all  indebtedness  secured  by  the 
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homestead  on  the  d  e  the  extension  of  credit  is  establisned,  does 
not  exceed  an  a.T.ou  :  described  under  Subsection  ?a)  (6)  (S)  of  this 
section; 


(re  »Bled)  [no  ■  additional  or  ■  .advoffloos' "-e-ST 

f  tho  total  .  riTrC-ipai—aroount  outDtandieg  j^'icoodo  tn  cnoxv 


detc-sifj^ed-OR—tho*-  -  occ;oent----lo-  ostebl-isncdl ; 

(7i  the  .eader  or  holder  may  not  unilaterally  amend  tr.o 
extension  of  credi  ’  and 

(S}  rep  Tient  is  to  be  made  in  regular  periodic 
installments,  not  re  often  than  every  14  days  ard  not  less  often 
than  monthly,  begli  ing  not  Later  than  two  months  from  the  date  the 
extension  of  credi  is  established,  and: 

(A)  during  the  period  during  which  the  owner  may 
request  advances,  >ch  instalimenc  equals  or  excesvd?  the  amount  of 
accrued  interest;  id 

(B)  after  the  period  during  which  the  o;vner  may 
request  acvances,  Tscallmsnts  are  substantially  equal. 

SECTION  2.  ‘  follcwimj  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 

Texas  Constitution 


'rRMPORAP.Y  PRO  SION.  (ay  This  temporary  Provision  aoolies  to 
the  constitutionaJ  amendment  proposed  by  the  8Sth  Legislature, 


Reaular  Session, 

,17,  to  establish  a  lo’/ier  amount  for  erosnses 

that  can  be  chataa 

■  to  a  borrower  and  removinc  certain  finaucina 

expense  limitation 

for  a  home  eauitv  loan,  estabiishinc  certain 

authorized  lenders 

to  make  a  home  eauitv  loan,  chanaina  certain 

ootions  for  the  r 

linancina  of  home  eouitv  loans,  chanclno  the 

threshold  for  an 

wance  of  a  home  eauitv  line  of  creait,  and 

allowincf  home  eoui 

7  loans  on  acricultural  homesteads. 

(bJ  The  coru 

itucional  a.mendment  takes  effect  January  1, 

2018. 

(cl  The  char.  ?s  in  law  made  by  the  constitutional  amendme.nt 
apply  only  to  a  h-  .e  equity  loan  mads  on  or  after  the  effective 
date  of  the  oensti*  ■clonal  amendment  and  to  an  exigting  home  eouity 
loan  that  is  refi  Anced  on  or  after  the  effect...ve  date  of  the 
constitutional  ame.  iment . 

(d)  This  tern;  Tary  prevision  takes  effect  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitutional  ..mendment  by  the  voters  and  expires  January  1, 
2013. 

SECTION  3-  T  ;S  proposed  constitutional  am&ndment  .shall  be 
submitted  to  the  vc  .  ers  at  an  election  to  be  held  hovemfaer  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  ■?  printed  to  provide  for  voting  fon  or  against 
the  proposition:  'The  constitutional  amendment  to  establish  a 
lower  amount  for  £  penses  that  can  be  charged  tc  a  borrov/er  and 
removing  certain  fiancing  expense  limitations  fer  a  home  equity 
loan,  establishing  .srtain  authorired  lenders  tc  make  a  home  equity 
loan,  changing  cer  tin  optio:is  for  the  refinancing  of  home  equity 
loans,  changing  ch-  threshold  for  an  advance  of  a  nome  equity  line 
of  credit,  and  iiov;ing  home  equity  loans  on  agricultural 
homesteads. '' 


STATS  OF  TEXAS  PRO  vSITlCJH  3  S.J.R.  No.  34 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

prciposi.ng  a  const  tutional  amendment  limiti.ng  the  service  of 
certain  officehold  s  after  the  expiration  of  the  person’s  term  of 
office. 

BE  IT  RESOLVE'  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 

SECTION  1.  S-:  .:tion  17,  Article  XVI,  Texas  Constitution,  is 

amended  to  read  as  'ollo’ws: 

Sec,  17.  (a?  Except  as  provided  by  Subsection  (b)  of  this 

section,  all  [Alr=-j  officers  of  [wi-th-i-fv]  this  State  shall  continue 
to  perform  the  dut.1  s  cf  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall 
be  duly  qualified. 

(b)  Followin  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  an  appointive 


Page  -9  - 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-0001 57 


office  that  is  filled  bv  aoDointmer.t 

of  the  Governor  with 

the 

advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  and 

that  is  not  an  office 

for 

which  the  officer  receives  a  salary. 

the  period  for  which 

the 

officer  shall  continue  to  perform  the  duties  of  office  under 

Subsection  (a)  of  this  section  ends  on 

the  last  day  of  the  fl 

rst 

recfuiar  session  of  the  Legislature  that 

becins  after  the  exoirat 

•ion 

of  the  term. 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  constitutional  aniendr.ent  snail  bs 
submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  hoveiiibet  7/  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment  limiting  the  service  of 
certain  officeholders  appointed  by  rhe  governor  and  corfli;:ti«d  by 
the  senate  after  the  expiration  of  the  person's  tern  ct  office.'' 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  <l  S.J.R.  No.  6 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 


proposing  a  constitutional  amendTent  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  the  attorney  general  of  a 
challenge  to  the  constitutionality  cf  a  state  statute  and 
authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period  before 
the  court  may  enter  a  judcinent  holdir.c  the  statute 
unconstitutional. 


BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  Article  V,  Texas  Constitution,  is  amended  by 
adding  Section  32  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  32,  Notwithstanding  Section  X,  Article  II«  of  this 

constitution^  the  legislature  may: 

(1)  require  a  court  In  which  a  party  to  litigation  files 

or  other  pleading  challenging  the 


petition,  motion, 


constitutionality  of  a  statute  of  this  state  to  provide  notice  to 

the  attorney  general  of  the  challenge  if  t.nc  party  ralsinj  i:ho 

challenge  notifies  the  court  that  the  party  is  challenging  the 

constitutionality  of  the  statute;  and 

(2)  prescribe  a  reasonable  period,  which  taay  not  exceed 
■15  days,  after  the  provision  of  that  notice  during  which  the  court 

may  not  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute  unconstitutional. 

SECTION  2.  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  ro  the 

Texas  Constitution: 

T£^^'PORARY  PROVISION,  fa)  This  temporary  ? rp yi s i cn  aop lies 


v/ith  respect  to  the  constitutional  a.mendment 

author! 


proposed  by  the  ^5th 

:r;e 


require  a 

court  to 

provide  notice  to  the  attorney  qenersi  of  a 

c'nallenqe 

to  the 

constitutionalitv  of  a  state  statute  and 

authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  v;aitinq  period,  nor  to 

exceed  45  days,  before  the  court  rfiay  erster  a  judgment  noIdlnCT  t.ne 

statute  unconstitutional. 

fb}  Section  402. OIQ,  Government  Code,  as  added  by  cnapter  BOS 

(H.B.  2425)/  Acts  of  the  82nd  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2011/ 

and  amended  bv  Chapter  1162  {S.B.  392)  and  Chapter  1276  (H.B. 


1435),  Acts  of  the  S3rd  Legislature/  Regular  Session, 

validated  and  effectl%'~e  on  approval  of  the  const, tvjtxonal  afr.er\drr:g:\c 

described  by  Subsection  (ai  of  this  temporary  provision  and 

only  to  a  petition,  motion,  or  other  pleading  filed  on  or  after 

January  1,  2018. 

(c)  This  temporary  provision  expires  January  2,  2016. 

SECTION  3.  This  proposed  constitutional  anendment  shall  be 
suomitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017. 

The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  '’The  constitutional  amendment  authorizing  the 

legislature  to  require  a  court  to  provide  notice  to  Che  attorney 
general  of  a  challenge  to  the  constitutionality  cf  a  state  statute 
and  authorizing  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  waiting  period 
before  the  court  may  enter  a  judgment  holding  the  statute 
unconst i tut iona 1 . " 
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H.J.R.  No.  100 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  ERC  OSITIOM  5 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  const i •  ticional  amendment  on  professional  sports  team 
charitable  foundat  ons  conducting  charitable  raffles. 

BE  XT  RESOLVE  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS; 
SECTION  1.  S  ^tion  47{d-l)#  Article  III/  Texas  Constitution/ 
is  amer.dec  to  read  as  follows: 

{d-D  The  .■  gislature  by  general  law  nay  pennit  a 
professional  spoi  .s  toam  charitable  foundation  to  conduct 
charitable  rafflev  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 
general  law.  The  aw  may  authorize  the  charitable  fo'andatlon  r.o 
pay  with  the  raffl  proceeds  reasonable  advertising/  promotional, 
and  administrative  expenses.  A  law  enacted  under  this  subsection 
applies  [stay— 1  only  to  an  entity  {§^*^-—1-5]  defined  as  a 
professional  sport  team  charitable  foundation  under  that  law  [esr 
January — =-? — and  may  only  allow  charitable  raffles  to  be 
conducted  at  game...  hosted  at  the  home  venue  of  the  professional 
sports  team  e-ssoci  :ed  with  a  professional  sports  team  charitable 
foundation.  In.  th  :  subsection,  "professional  sports  team”  means: 

(1)  at  am  organized  in  th.is  state  that  is  a  member  of 
Kaior  League  Basel.  11,  the  National  Basketball  Association,  the 
Natlonol  Hockey  Le  ue,  the  National  Football  League/  Major  League 
Soccer,  the  Americ- t  Hockey  League,  the  East  Coast  Hockey  League, 
the  American  Assoc  ^tion  of  independent  Professional  Baseball/  the 
Atlantic  League  ot  Professional  Baseball,  Minor  league  Baseball, 
the  National  3as  .etball  Association  Development  Leacue,  the 
National  V<omen's  $  ^cer  League,  the  Major  Acer a  Soccer  Laacue,  the 
United  Soccer  L^  ;.quei.  or  the  Women’s  National  Basketball 
Association; 

(2)  a  {:  rson  hosting  a  motorsports  racing  team  event 
sanctioned  by  the,  ationa  1  Association  for  Stock  Car  .Auto  Racirc 
(NASCAR) /  TNDYCar,  or  another  nationally  recognized  motorsports 

racing  associatlor  at  a  venue  in  th.is  state  with  a  permanent 
seating  capacity  cv  not  less  than  75,000; 

(3)  an  organization  hosting  a  Professional  Golf 
Association  event;  or 

(4)  any  other  professional  sports  team  defined  by  law. 
SECTION  2.  T:  us  proposed  constitutional  amenditent  shall  be 

submitted  to  Che  vc  ers  at  an  election  to  be  held  November  7,  2017, 
The  ballot  shall  e  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  against  the 
proposition:  "The  .onsti tutional  amendment  or  professional  sports 

team  charitable  fc  ndatlons  conducting  charitable  raffle.?." 

STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROIOSITION  6  S.J.R.  Ko.  1 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constit  .tior.al  amendment  authorizing  t.he  legislature  to 
provide  for  an  exej’  tlon  from  ad  valorem  ta.'cation  of  ali.  or  P=>-t  of 
the  narxet  value  oi  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spousr- 
of  a  first  respond  :  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line 
of  dutv, 

3£  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  CF  TEXAS: 
SECTION  1.  S'.  :tion  l~b,  Article  VIII,  Texas  Cuastitution,  is 

amended  by  adding  .  ibsections  {o)  and  (p)  to  read  as  follows; 

<o}  The  leg:  lature  by  general  law  may  provide  that  the 
surviving  soouse  c  •  a  first  responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally 

injured  in  the  lir  of  duty  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad 

valorem  taxation  -f  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
surviving  spouse's  cesidonce  homestead  if  the  survivinc  spouse  has 
not  remarried  sir  e  the  death  of  the  first  responder.  T.he 

legislature  by  gic  oral  law  may  define  "first  responder"  for 

purposes  of  thi.^  subsectior.  and  may  prescribe  additional 
eligibility  reguit  ments  for  the  exemption  authorized  by  this 
subsect-icn. 

(p)  The  legi  ;lature  by  general  lav  may  provide  that  a 
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surviving  spouse  who  qualifies  for  and  receives  an  exeaiptiian  in 

accordance  with.  Subsection  (o)  of  this  section  and  who  subsgQugftt,ly 

qualifies  a  different  gcoperty  as  the  surviving  spouse's 

homestead  is  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of 

the  subsecruentlv  oualiried  homestead  in  an  amourit  equal  to  the 

dollar  amount  of  the  exemption  from  ad  v'-alorem  taxation  of  the 

first  homestead  for  which  the  exemption  was  received  in  accordance 

with  Subsection  (o)  of  this  section  in  the  last  year  in  which  the 

surviving  spouse  received  the  exemption  in  accordance  with  that 

subsection  for  that  homestead  if  the  surviviac  spouse  has  not 

remarried  since  the  death  of  the  first  responder. 

SECTION  2.  The  following  temporary  provision  is  added  to  the 
Texas  Constitution; 

TEMPORARY  PROVISION.  (a)  This  temporary  provision  aoplues  to 

the  constitutional  amendment  proposed  by  the  85T.h.  Legislature^ 

Regular  $essloR>  2C17,  authorizing  the  legislature  to  provide  for 

an  exemption  from  ad  valorem  taxation  of  all  or  pact  of  the  niar);et 

value  of  the  residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first 

responder  who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty> 

{b)  Sections  l>*b{o)  and  (p)a  Article  Villi  of  this 

constitution  take  effect  January  1,  2018,  and  apply  only  to  a  tax 

year  beginning  on  or  after  that  date. 

(c)  This  temporary  provigion  expires  January  1,  2019., 

SECTION  3.  This  proposed  constitutional  smendment  shall  be 
submitted  tc  the  voters  at  an  elsction  to  be  held  Noveir^er  ~f, 

2017.  The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  vo';.:ing  for  or 
egainst  the  proposition:  "The  constitutional  amendment 
authorising  the  legislature  to  provide  for  on  exemption  from  ad 
valorem  taxation  of  all  or  part  of  the  market  value  of  the 
residence  homestead  of  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  first  responder 
who  is  killed  or  fatally  injured  in  the  line  of  duty." 


STATE  OF  TEXAS  PROPOSITION  7  H.J.R.  No.  37 

fiOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTION 

proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  relating  to  legislative 
authority  to  permit  credit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  award  prises  by  lot  to  promote  savings, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OP  T?:.XAS: 
SECTION  1.  Section  47,  Article  112,  Texas  Constitution,  is 
amended  by  adding  Subsection  (d-2)  to  read  as  follov/s: 

<d--2)  Subsection  (a)  of  this  section  does-  not  prohibit  the 

legislature  from  authorizing  credit  unions  and  other  financial 

institutions  to  conduct,  under  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by 

general  law,  promotional  activities  to  promote  savings  in  which 

prl2€3  are  awarded  to  one  or  more  of  the  credit  union’s  or 

financial  institution's  depositors  selected  by  lot> 

SECTION  2.  This  proposed  ccnstltuttonal  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  tc  the  voters  at  ar.  election  to  bs  held  November.  7,  7311. 
The  ballot  shall  be  printed  to  permit  voting  for  or  againm.  the 
proposition;  "The  constitutional  arnendment  relating  tc  legislative 
authority  to  permit  credit  unions  and  other  financial  institutions 
to  award  prizes  by  lot  to  promote  savings," 
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(ORDER  LIST:  582  U.S.) 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12,  2017 

ORDER  IN  PENDING  CASE 

17A225  ABBOTT,  GOV.  OF  TX,  ET  AL.  V.  PEREZ,  SHANNON,  ET  AL. 

The  application  for  stay  presented  to  Justice  Alito  and  by 
him  referred  to  the  Court  is  granted,  and  it  is  ordered  that  the 
order  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Texas,  case  No.  SA-11-CV-360 ,  entered  August  15, 
2017,  is  stayed  pending  the  timely  filing  and  disposition  of  an 
appeal  to  this  Court. 

Justice  Ginsburg,  Justice  Breyer,  Justice  Sotomayor,  and 
Justice  Kagan  would  deny  the  application. 
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(ORDER  LIST:  582  U.S.) 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12,  2017 

ORDER  IN  PENDING  CASE 

17A245  ABBOTT,  GOV.  OF  TX,  ET  AL.  V.  PEREZ,  SHANNON,  ET  AL. 

The  application  for  stay  presented  to  Justice  Alito  and  by 
him  referred  to  the  Court  is  granted,  and  it  is  ordered  that  the 
order  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Texas,  case  No.  SA-ll-CV-360,  entered  August  24, 
2017,  is  stayed  pending  the  timely  filing  and  disposition  of  an 
appeal  to  this  Court. 

Justice  Cinsburg,  Justice  Breyer,  Justice  Sotomayor,  and 
Justice  Kagan  would  deny  the  application. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Norma  Fultz  <nfultz@cityofrgc.com> 

Thursday,  September  14,  2017  12:06  PM 
elections@co.starr.tx.us 

Fwd:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {Tx  Public  Libraries  -  459)  -  Voter  Registration 
Responsibilities 

image001.jpg;  Library  Memo  2017.pdf 


Attachments: 


John 

It  was  good  talking  to  you  today.  Here  is  the  information  we  received  about  voter 
registration  responsibilities  from  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  office. 

Thank  you 
Norma 

Norma  Gomez  Fultz,  Director 
Rio  Grande  City  Public  Library 
591  E.  Canales  (3rd)  St. 

Rio  Grande  City,  TX  78582 
956-487-4389 


- Forwarded  Message - 

From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.aov> 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.aov> 

Sent:  Tuesday,  September  12,  2017,  3:30:12  PM  CDT 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (Tx  Public  Libraries  -  459)  -  Voter  Registration  Responsibilities 


Texas  Public  Libraries 


FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


DATE:  September  12,  2017 


RE: 

Election  Code 


Voter  Registration  Responsibilities  under  the  Federal  NVFtA  and  Chapter  20  of  the  Texas 
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As  many  of  you  are  aware,  the  National  Voter  Registration  Act  of  1993  (NVRA)  is  a  federal  voting  rights  law.  commonly 
referred  to  as  the  “Motor  Voter”  bill,  that  requires  voter  registration  at  state  public  assistance  agencies  and  state  or  locai 
government  offices.  The  NVRA  requires  that  each  state  designate  offices  to  be  voter  registration  agencies,  such  as 
libraries.  52  U.S.C.  §  20506(a)(3). 

Accordingly.  Chapter  20  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  designates  various  state  agencies,  including  public  libraries,  as  voter 
registration  agencies.  Specifically,  Section  20.002(c)  provides  the  following: 


(c)  Each  public  library,  including  any  branch  or  other  service  outlet,  is  designated  as  a  voter  registration  agency,  in  this 
chapter,  “public  library"  means  a  library  that; 

(1)  is  regularly  open  for  business  for  more  than  30  hours  a  week; 

(2)  is  operated  by  a  single  public  agency  or  board; 

(3)  is  open  without  charge  to  all  persons  under  identical  conditions;  and 

(4)  receives  its  financial  support  wholly  or  partly  from  public  funds. 


If  your  library  meets  the  above  definition,  then  you  are  a  designated  voter  registration  agency  and  must  provide  to  each 
person  of  voting  age  who  applies  in  person  for  an  original  or  renewal  of  a  library  card  an  opportunity  to  complete  a  voter 
registration  application  form,  and  may  also  be  required  to  take  various  steps  to  ensure  proper  compietion  of  the  form  by 
the  applicant  and  submission  of  the  form  to  the  local  voter  registrar  or  to  the  SOS. 


In  order  to  facilitate  this  process,  we  have  created  a  PowerPoint  presentation,  entitled  “Implementing  the  National  Voter 
Registration  Act  and  Chapter  20  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,”  which  you  may  use  to  better  educate  yourself  and  your 
employees  about  the  voter  registration  requirements  for  public  libraries. 


Note  that  each  public  library  must  use  the  official  voter  registration  application  form  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  We  have  included  a  reasonable  number  of  pre-addressed  voter  registration  applications  that  contain  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  mailing  address  on  the  Business  Reply  Mailing  label.  Orders  for  additional 
applications  must  be  made  through  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office.  An  order  form  is  enclosed. 


If  you  have  any  questions  about  this  procedure,  the  enclosed  voter  registration  applications,  or  the 
PowerPoint  presentation,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  email  Louri  O’Leary  at  lolearlv@.sos.texas.uov.  Andria 
Perales  at  aperales@sos.texas.qov.  or  contact  us  by  phone  at  1-800--252-8683. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
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800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos .  state,  tx.  us/eleclions/index.shtml 


For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


wmETExmMm 

POWERED  BY  THE  TBMSSEmSTARY  OF  STATE 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31. 004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  Texas  Public  Libraries 

FROM;  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  September  12,  2017 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Responsibilities  under  the  Federal  NVRA  and  Chapter  20  of 

the  Texas  Election  Code 


As  many  of  you  are  aware,  the  National  Voter  Registration  Act  of  1993  (NVRA)  is  a  federal 
voting  rights  law,  commonly  referred  to  as  the  “Motor  Voter”  bill,  that  requires  voter  registration 
at  state  public  assistance  agencies  and  state  or  local  government  offices.  The  NVRA  requires 
that  each  state  designate  offices  to  be  voter  registration  agencies,  such  as  libraries.  52  U.S.C.  § 
20506(a)(3). 

Accordingly,  Chapter  20  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  designates  various  state  agencies,  including 
public  libraries,  as  voter  registration  agencies.  Specifically,  Section  20.002(c)  provides  the 
following; 

(c)  Each  public  library,  including  any  branch  or  other  service  outlet,  is  designated  as  a  voter 
registration  agency.  In  this  chapter,  “public  library”  means  a  library  that: 

(1)  is  regularly  open  for  business  for  more  than  30  hours  a  week; 

(2)  is  operated  by  a  single  public  agency  or  board; 

(3)  is  open  without  charge  to  all  persons  under  identical  conditions;  and 

(4)  receives  its  financial  support  wholly  or  partly  from  public  funds. 

If  your  library  meets  the  above  definition,  then  you  are  a  designated  voter  registration  agency 
and  must  provide  to  each  person  of  voting  age  who  applies  in  person  for  an  original  or  renewal 
of  a  library  card  an  opportunity  to  complete  a  voter  registration  application  form,  and  may  also 
be  required  to  take  various  steps  to  ensure  proper  completion  of  the  form  by  the  applicant  and 
submission  of  the  form  to  the  local  voter  registrar  or  to  the  SOS. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  process,  we  have  created  a  PowerPoint  presentation,  entitled 
“Implementing  the  National  Voter  Registration  Act  and  Chapter  20  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,” 
which  you  may  use  to  better  educate  yourself  and  your  employees  about  the  voter  registration 
requirements  for  public  libraries. 


H  I  I  I 


/  V 
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Note  that  each  public  library  must  use  the  official  voter  registration  application  form  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  We  have  included  a  reasonable  number  of  pre-addressed  voter 
registration  applications  that  contain  the  Secretary  of  State’s  mailing  address  on  the  Business  Reply 
Mailing  label.  Orders  for  additional  applications  must  be  made  through  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
office.  An  order  form  is  enclosed. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  this  procedure,  the  enclosed  voter  registration  applications,  or  the 
PowerPoint  presentation,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  email  Louri  O’Leaiy  at  lolearlv@sos.texas.gov. 
Andria  Perales  at  aperales@.sos.texas.gov.  or  contact  us  by  phone  at  1-800-252-8683. 

BKICGT.I 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <  Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  September  20,  2017  9:49  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-45  day  deadline 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

As  you  recall,  the  legislature  has  amended  Texas  Election  Code  101.104  to  allow  for  FPCA  voters  to  receive  blank  ballots 
by  email  for  all  elections.  This  means  that  you  should  send  out  your  ballots  to  any  FPCA  voters  for  this  November  no 
later  than  September  23, 2017. 

You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time  to  meet  the  45-day  deadline, 
you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format,  which  is  often 
provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you  may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  physical  copy  of  the  ballot 
and  a  scanner,  you  could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the  email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a 
copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The  main  key  is  that  it  should  be  in  a  digital 
format  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 

instructions  for  Emailing  Ballots 

Any  voter  who  submits  a  Federal  Postcard  Application  (“FPCA”)  and  requests  that  the  ballot  be  emailed,  must  be  emailed 
a  blank  official  ballot. 

Here  are  the  links  to  FPCA  email  instructions  which  we  encourage  you  to  use  and  modify  as  necessary  for  your  county: 

•  Instructions  to  the  early  voting  clerk 

•  Instructions  to  voter 

•  Signature  Sheet  (PDFI 

•  Notice  of  Returned  Emailed  Ballot 

•  MOVE  ACT  FAQ 


Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(86S3) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us /elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


mtETEXESMUM 

POWERED  BTTHE  lEXAS  SEmEmBY  OF  STATS 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourseif,  and  consuit  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  September  20,  2017  1:21  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  to  VR/EA,  Printers,  Offline  Vendors  (Totals:  698)  2017  Voter  Registration 
Certificate  Directive  and  PDF  Layouts 

DIRECTIVEVR2017-  final.pdf;  Voter  Registration  Certificate„Bl-9(3B)-IN3_2017.pdf;  Voter 
Registration  Certificate_Bl-9{3NB)-IN3_2017.pdf 


Attachments: 


To  all  Voter  Registrars,  Election  Administrators,  Printers,  and  Offline  County  Vendors: 

Attached  is  the  2017  Directive  for  Voter  Registration  Certificates  with  the  PDF  formats  attached.  If  you  are  an  Online 
County  using  TEAM,  you  will  purchase  the  new  orange  voter  registration  certificates  without  boxes.  TEAM  prints  the 
boxes  for  the  jurisdiction.  As  always,  if  we  can  be  of  further  assistance,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of 
the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1.  Thank  you. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

wvyw.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WOTETEKIIS.GOV 


POWERED  By  THE  TEXAS  SE€RETARY  OF STATg  I 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31 .004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  iaw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-281! 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

DIRECTIVE 

Voter  Registrars 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
Voter  Registration  Certificate 


AUTHORITY: 


Texas  Election  Code  Sections  3 1 .002  and  3 1 .003 


EFFECTIVE  DATE:  September  20,  20 1 7 

SUPERSEDED  Secretary  of  State  Directive  of  August  27,  20 1 5 

DIRECTIVE: 


1.  SUMMARY  AND  PURPOSE 


1.1.  In  accordance  with  Texas  Election  Code  Section  31.003,  this  directive  establishes  the 
requirements  for  voter  registrars  to  issue  voter  registration  certificates. 

2.  DESCRIPTION  OF  CERTIFICATE 


2.1.  NO  CHANGES  AUTHORIZED  UNLESS  APPROVED  BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

STATE.  The  certificate  has  been  designed  to  meet  the  content  requirements  of  Texas  Election  Code 
Sections  15.001,  15.002,  and  15.003,  Texas  Administrative  Code,  Title  1,  Part  4,  Chapter  81, 
Subchapter  A,  RULE  §81.10,  bilingual  requirements  of  the  Federal  Voting  Rights  Act,  42  U.S.C.A. 
Section  1973aa-la,  the  mailing  requirements  of  Texas  Election  Code  Sections  14.001  and  14.002, 
and  regulations  of  the  United  States  Postal  Sei-vice  regarding  size,  thickness  of  paper,  address 
placement,  and  postage.  Various  other  exigencies  such  as  horizontal  and  vertical  spacing  for 
computers  have  been  considered.  To  avoid  any  possible  violations  of  state  or  federal  law,  no 
change  to  the  specifications  of  the  certificate,  as  provided  by  this  directive,  may  be  made  without 
prior  written  approval  by  this  office. 

Pursuant  to  Section  15.001  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  voter  registrars  must  place  the  jurisdictional 
or  distinguishing  number  for  the  following  seven  territorial  units  in  which  the  voter  resides:  1. 
United  States  Representative;  2.  State  Senate;  3.  State  Representative;  4.  County  Commissioner;  5. 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  6.  City  district  code;  and  7.  School  district  code  on  the  certificate.  Section 
15.002  authorizes,  but  does  not  require,  the  voter  registrar  to  place  up  to  seven  additional 
jurisdictional  designations  on  the  certificate.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  prescribed  a  certificate  with 
ten  boxes  for  placement  of  district  infomiation,  seven  for  the  required  districts  and  three  for  the 
optional  districts.  This  format  has  been  approved  by  the  Postmaster  in  Austin.  Our  office 
recommends  that  the  local  postmaster  approve  the  placement  of  district  numbers  on  the  certificate 
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prior  to  printing  if  you  are  using  any  other  format  than  the  one  prescribed.  Any  combination  of  the 
three  optional  district  codes  may  be  chosen  by  the  voter  registrar  for  inclusion  on  the  certificate 
without  prior  approval. 

The  TEAM  System  prints  the  mandatory  seven  jurisdictions  and  provides  an  option  to  print  up  to 
three  more  jurisdictions  on  the  certificate.  TEAM  will  preprint  the  boxes  on  the  certificates  as 
well  as  the  jurisdiction  type.  The  boxes  with  voter  unique  identifier  (VUID),  year  of  birth,  and 
valid  from  date,  will  also  be  printed  by  TEAM  and  not  preprinted  on  the  card  stock  by  your 
printer.  There  are  two  layouts,  one  for  TEAM  counties  who  will  actually  use  TEAM  to  print 
voter  infonnation  on  the  certificate  and  one  for  offline  counties  and  TEAM  counties  who  will 
contract  with  a  private  vendor  to  print  voter  data  on  the  certificates.  Offline  counties  must  use  the 
layout  of  the  form  enclosed  but  if  they  wish  to  print  the  maximum  14  jurisdictional  boxes,  they 
will  have  to  work  with  their  local  postmaster  on  the  design. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  authorized  the  printing  of  the  10  digit  VUID  number  in  a  barcode  format 
in  addition  to  a  numeric-value  format.  The  numeric-value  format  of  the  VUID  number  must  be 
printed  in  the  box  specifically  provided  for  the  VUID  number.  The  barcode-format  number  may  be 
placed  anywhere  on  the  card  as  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  postal  regulations,  and  nothing  is 
deleted  from  the  card  as  prescribed.  It  is  recommended  that  a  universal-product  barcode  be  used 
rather  than  the  type  of  barcode  that  is  used  for  zip  codes,  which  is  an  intelligent  mail  barcode.  . 
Again,  for  placement  of  a  barcode-format  VUID  number,  you  must  coordinate  the  printing  with  the 
postmaster  to  ensure  that  it  complies  with  other  postal  requirements.  TEAM  will  default  to  print  the 
barcode  of  the  VUID  above  the  name  of  the  voter  on  the  mailing  address  side  of  the  certificate. 

2.2  SIZE.  The  postcard  certificate  is  4  1/8”  x  6.”  The  postcard  is  sized  to  accommodate  space 
for  barcoding  the  zip  code.  Even  if  you  do  not  plan  to  barcode  the  zip  code  on  the  certificate  prior 
to  mailing,  you  must  ensure  sufficient  room  for  the  barcode  strip  area  because  the  post  office  will 
prepare  the  mail  piece  for  automation  by  placing  a  barcode  strip  which  includes  delivery  point 
validation  on  the  certificate.  The  counties  will  not  receive  any  postal  discount  if  the  post  office  has 
to  barcode  the  mail  piece.  The  post  office  has  advised  our  office  not  to  print  any  type  of  barcode  for 
the  zip  code  if  it  is  only  going  to  be  the  5  digit  or  9  digit  zip  code. 

Counties  using  the  Secretaiy  of  State’s  TEAM  system  must  print  their  certificates  exactly  as  shown 
on  the  attached  sample(s).  The  layout  of  the  certificate  must  be  exactly  as  shown  on  the  sample.  If 
a  laser  printer  is  used,  the  certificates  must  be  printed  on  an  8 ’A”  x  14”  sheet  of  paper  with  a  1” 
gripper  at  the  top  and  a  1 14”  margin  on  the  left  side  of  the  paper.  Counties  using  the  on-line  system 
cannot  barcode  the  zip  code.  It  is  imperative  that  your  printer  uses  the  Secretary  of  State’s  layout  of 
the  certificate  to  ensure  proper  placement  of  information.  Since  the  TEAM  system  will  be  printing 
the  boxes,  box  types,  and  jurisdictional  numbers,  the  alignment  of  information  should  not  be  an 
issue.  Please  ask  your  printer  to  send  a  proof  of  your  certificate  for  layout  purposes  before  they  are 
printed  to  our  office  for  pre-approval.  We  encourage  you  to  send  us  your  proofs  in  order  to  ensure 
that  they  are  compatible  with  the  TEAM  system. 

2.3.  COLOR  AND  PAPER  SPECIFICATIONS.  The  color  for  the  2018-2019  certificate  is 
Pantone  107U  (Yellow).  The  stock  is  white  index  or  the  equivalent.  To  meet  postal  requirements, 
the  paper  must  be  at  least  .007"  thick  and  not  more  than  .016"  thick.  The  sample  attached  is  printed 
on  #1 10  index.  When  paper  is  manufactured,  there  can  be  a  variance  in  the  thickness  of  the  paper, 
so  be  sure  to  state  in  the  specifications  that  the  paper  must  meet  postal  requirements  for  calibration. 
The  front  side  of  the  certificate  is  to  be  printed  with  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  color.  The  language 
on  the  certificate  will  be  in  black  ink.  Using  the  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  to  "color"  the  paper  will 
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ensure  that  all  certificates  are  printed  unifoimly  across  the  state.  The  backside  of  the  certificate  may 
be  printed  either  with  the  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  color  or  left  plain  white.  The  sample  attached 
shows  the  area  that  is  to  be  printed  in  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  at  100%  solid. 

2.4  FORMAT.  The  voter  registrar's  name,  telephone  number,  and  return  address  must  be 
printed  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  above  the  dotted  line.  Modules  202.4.3  and  202.4.4  of  the 
Domestic  Mail  Manual  ("D.M.M.")  requires  the  postal  endorsement  “RETURN  SERVICE 
REQUESTED"  to  be  placed  14"  below  the  return  address.  The  word  "Postmaster"  is  NOT  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  endorsement.  See  Section  3  of  this  directive  for  further  discussion.  "Secretary 
of  State's  Office,  Elections  Division"  and  the  Secretary  of  State's  toll-free  number  (1-800-252-8683) 
must  be  printed  directly  across  from  the  voter  registrar's  name  and  address,  as  indicated  on  the 
attached  sample  card.  The  name  of  the  voter  registrar's  county  must  be  printed  directly  below  the 
words  "Voter  Registration  Certificate"  as  indicated  on  the  attached  sample  card.  The  state  seal  is 
placed  to  the  left  of  the  name  of  the  county.  Counties  using  the  Secretai'y  of  State’s  TEAM  system 
must  have  the  county  name  and  the  voter  registrar's  return  address  and  phone  number  preprinted  on 
the  certificate  card  Stock.  It  is  recommended  that  all  counties  use  a  non-bold,  4pt  sans-serif  font  for 
the  return  address  information. 

2.5.  VUID  NUMBER.  Use  the  ten-digit  VUID  number  already  assigned  to  the  voter. 

2.6.  VALID  FROM-THRU.  The  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  all  renewal  certificates  issued  to 
registered  voters  is  JANUARY  I,  201 8.  The  certificate  will  expire  on  DECEMBER  3 1,  2019,  and 
that  date  shall  appear  on  the  certificate  below  "THRU."  See  Section  3.3  of  this  directive  for  the 
period  for  mailing  renewal  certificates. 

New  registrants  whose  applications  are  received  and  accepted  after  the  30TH  DAY  BEFORE 
T'S'NJTtapv  1  2018  w'O  H"  initial  ce’'rific?.te  the  "VAT  ID  ttpQM"  date  nn  the 

certificate  is  the  same  as  the  effective  date  of  registration.  Renewal  certificates  need  not  be  issued  in 
this  instance.  See  Section  5  of  this  directive  for  information  regarding  new  registrants  whose 
registrations  will  be  effective  on  or  after  NOVEMBER  15,  2017,  but  before  JANUARY  1, 2018. 

For  a  voter  who  changes  his  or  her  name  or  changes  his  or  her  address  ,  the  "VALID  FROM"  date 
on  the  corrected  certificate  is  the  date  the  change  becomes  effective.  These  changes  become 
effective  on  the  30th  day  after  the  voter  registrar  receives  notice  of  the  change. 

If  a  registered  voter  requests  a  replacement  certificate  because  his  or  her  original  certificate  has  been 
lost  or  destroyed,  the  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  the  replacement  certificate  is  the  same  as  the  date  on 
the  certificate  that  is  being  replaced.  The  replacement  certificate  must  have  a  notation  that  it  i.s  a 
replacement  certificate.  The  word  “replacement”  should  be  printed  vertically  below  the  seal. 

2.7.  INFORMATION  ON  CERTIFICATE.  Texas  Administrative  Rule  §81.10 
outlines  the  requirements  regarding  the  name  of  the  Voter  to  print  on  the  Voter  Registration 
Certificate.  Section  15.001,  Election  Code  requires  that  “Each  voter  registration  certificate 
issued  must  contain  the  voter's  name  in  the  form  indicated  by  the  voter,  subject  to  applicable 
requirements  prescribed  by  Section  13,002.  By  rule  of  the  secretary  of  state:  (a)  The  phrase 
"(t)he  voter's  name  in  the  form  indicated  by  the  voter"  in  Texas  Election  Code  §15.001  shall  not 
be  read  to  include  a  former  name  provided  by  the  voter  on  the  voter  registration  application;  and 
(b)  The  voter’s  name  as  it  appears  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  shall  reflect  the  information 
provided  by  the  voter  on  the  most  recent  application  supplied  by  that  voter  to  the  voter  registrar. 
The  name  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  shall  be  restricted  to  first  name,  middle  name  (if 
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any  is  supplied  by  the  voter  on  the  most  recent  application),  and  last  name  (including  suffix,  if 
any).”  The  voter  registrar  may  also  include  abbreviations  of  names  indicated  on  the  voter 
registration  application.  The  name  of  the  voter  printed  on  the  certificate  must  be  sufficient  for  the 
election  judge  to  be  able  to  identify  the  voter.  For  instance,  the  voter  registrar  may  not  routinely 
print  "P.D.  Smith"  if  the  voter  has  indicated  on  his  application  the  name  "Paul  David  Smith." 
Nicknames  may  not  be  used  unless  the  voter  indicated  a  nickname  as  his  or  her  name  on  the 
application.  The  year  of  birth  (not  birth  date)  and  election  precinct  number  must  be  indicated  on  the 
certificate,  as  well  as  the  permanent  residence  address  (and  the  mailing  address,  if  these  two 
addresses  are  different).  The  voter  registrar  will  print  the  mailing  address  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  card.  The  permanent  residence  address  or  a  concise  description  of  the  location  of  the  permanent 
residence  must  be  printed  on  the  left-hand  portion  of  the  certificate.  If  the  complete  descriptive 
address  will  not  fit  on  the  certificate,  then  the  address  may  be  truncated. 

The  certificate  may  include  a  designation  of  gender  if  gender  has  been  provided  on  the  application. 

If  gender  is  not  provided  on  the  application,  either  leave  the  field  blank  or  specify  “U”  in  the  gender 
field  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  to  indicate  it  was  unspecified.  The  TEAM  System  prints 
the  gender  information,  including  the  “U”  designation,  in  a  preprinted  box  on  the  certificates. 
Offline  counties  may  use  the  space  designated  for  Gender  to  print  the  county’s  internal  Legacy  ID 
registration  number  but  would  need  to  obtain  pre-approval  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  To  obtain 
approval  for  this  alteration  a  sample  certificate  with  the  proposed  modification  should  be  provided. 

2.8  BACK  OF  CERTIFICATE.  The  prescribed  language  on  the  back  of  the  certificate  instructs 
the  voter  concerning  the  requirements  that  may  be  required  at  the  polling  place  and  instructs  the 
voter  to  correct  information  on  the  front  of  the  card  by  making  corrections  in  the  space  provided  on 
the  back  of  the  certificate.  The  Secretary  of  State  by  this  directive  requires  that  the  information  be 
printed  on  the  back  of  the  certificate  as  shown  on  the  attached  sample.  Changes  in  the  prescribed 
text  are  not  permitted  without  prior  written  approval  of  this  office. 

2.9.  PARTY  AFFILIATION.  The  space  for  stamping  party  affiliation  is  placed  vertically  on  the 
front  of  the  certificate. 

2.10.  AREA  FOR  POSTAL  INFORMATION.  The  right  half  of  the  front  of  the  certificate  must 
be  left  blank,  except  for  mailing  address  and  postage,  barcode  for  VUID  and  information  in  the 
shaded  yellow  area.  Information  that  is  printed  in  the  address  area  of  the  certificate  must  have  a 
1/8”  clear  space  around  the  name  and  address.  See  Section  2.1  of  this  directive  for  exceptions. 

3.  MAILING  OF  CERTIFICATE 

3.1.  POSTAGE.  The  voter  registrar  mails  the  certificate  with  first-class  postcard  postage  or,  if 
mailed  in  an  envelope,  first-class-letter  postage.  The  Texas  Election  Code  requires  that  the 
certificate  be  mailed  by  nonforwardable  mail.  The  voter's  tax  statement  may  not  be  included  in  the 
same  envelope. 

Module  202.4.4  of  the  Domestic  Mail  Manual  provides  for  the  endorsement  to  the  postmaster  on  the 
certificate.  The  endorsement  must  be  printed  in  at  least  8pt.  type  and  must  appear  at  least  14"  below 
the  voter  registrar's  return  address.  There  must  also  be  a  14"-clear  space  below  the  endorsement. 
The  attached  sample  of  the  certificate  shows  the  correct  placement  of  the  endorsement.  The 
certificate  will  be  returned  free  of  charge  to  the  voter  registrar  when  mailed  at  either  first-class 
postcard  or  first-class  letter  rate.  The  voter  registrar  will  receive  an  address  correction  at  no  extra 
charge  when  the  certificate  is  returned  with  the  endorsement  "RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED." 
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There  is  no  charge  for  this  service  since  the  new  address  will  appear  on  the  original  mail  piece. 
(DMM  Exhibit  1.5.1,  Domestic  Mail  Manual) 

If  an  envelope  is  used  to  mail  the  voter  registration  certificate,  the  instruction  to  the  postmaster, 
"RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED,"  must  be  printed  on  the  front  of  the  envelope  at  least  14" 
below  the  return  address  of  the  voter  registrar.  There  must  also  be  a  clear  space  of  14"  below  the 
endorsement. 

Postage  must  be  paid  from  the  county’s  budget.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  authorized  to  pay  for 
the  mailing  of  the  certificates.  Funds  received  under  Sections  19.001-19.006  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code  may  not  be  used  for  payment  of  postage  for  mailing  certificates.  Funds  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  maintained  by  the  voter  registrar  or  post  office  in  the  voter  registration 
application  business  reply  account  (Permit  4511)  may  not  be  used  to  pay  for  mailing  voter 
registration  certificates. 

The  certificates  may  be  mailed  at  a  lower  first-class-postage  rate,  for  example,  by  carrier  route  or 
barcoding  the  zip  code.  To  take  advantage  of  the  lower  postage  rate,  the  mailing  list  must  be 
certified  that  it  has  been  updated  within  95  days  of  the  mailing.  Contact  your  local  postmaster 
for  various  ways  to  prepare  your  mailing  to  obtain  the  lowest  possible  postal  rate. 

3.2.  POSTAL  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  POSTCARDS.  If  the  certificates  will  be  mailed  as 
postcards  rather  than  in  envelopes,  certain  postal  requirements  must  be  met. 

Any  preprinted  information  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  card  must  be  shaded.  (See  attached  sample 
certificate  and  Domestic  Mail  Manual  201.1.2.6)  The  area  reserved  for  the  address  is  white  and 
must  be  at  least  2  1/8”  long  and  1"  high.  The  U.S.  Post  Office  requires  all  certificates  mailed  as 

3.3.  COORDINATION  WITH  LOCAL  POSTAL  AUTHORITIES.  The  voter  registrar  should 
coordinate  with  the  local  postmaster  before  the  mailing  date.  Postal  regulations  have  become  very 
complicated,  and  we  highly  recommend  that  the  local  postmaster  be  consulted  prior  to  printing  the 
certificates. 

3.4.  MAILING  DATE.  The  voter  registrar  shall  issue  a  voter  registration  renewal  certificate  to 
each  voter  in  the  county  in  Active  Status  whose  registration  is  effective  on  the  preceding 
NOVEMBER  14.  The  mailing  shall  occur  between  NOVEMBER  15  and  DECEMBER  5  of  each 
odd-numbered  year. 


4.  DUPLICATE  CERTIFICATES 

4.1.  DUPLICATE  CERTIFICATE  FILES.  Texas  Election  Code  Section  15.143  provides  a 
method  for  the  voter  registrar  to  maintain  the  active  or  inactive  duplicate-certificate  file  on 
electronic  data  processing  equipment.  Evidence  of  the  mailing  must  be  maintained  in  a  retrievable 
format.  The  data  must  include  the  name  and  address  to  which  the  certificate  was  sent  and  the  ten 
digit  VUID  number.  This  is  maintained  in  the  Active  Certificate  files  at  the  county  office  and  is  not 
maintained  in  TEAM.  TEAM  will  include  a  note  in  the  audit  history  of  all  voters,  regardless  of  the 
status,  that  the  voter  record  was  updated  as  part  of  the  Mass  Mail  Out.  As  a  reminder,  all  voters  in 
an  Active,  Suspense,  or  Cancelled  status  will  have  the  Valid  From  Date  updated  to  the  2018-2019 
biennial  cycle  when  the  Mass  Mail  Out  is  run.  This  is  to  ensure  clerical  corrections  or 
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reinstatements  correctly  display  the  Valid  From  Date  information.  The  audit  history  information  in 
TEAM  should  not  be  used  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  certificate  was  issued. 

5.  NEW  REGISTRATIONS 

5.1.  BEFORE  EFFECTIVE  DATE.  Persons  who  register  to  vote  whose  registrations  will 
become  effective  after  NOVEMBER  14,  2017,  and  before  JANUARY  1,  2018,  may  be  issued 
initial  certificates  for  the  remainder  of  the  voting  year  (Blue  certificate).  The  "VALID  FROM"  date 
on  the  initial  (blue)  certificate  is  the  effective  date  of  registration,  and  the  "THRU"  date  is 
DECEMBER  31, 2017.  The  voter  registrar  must  issue  renewal  certificates  (Yellow  certificate)  to 
the  voters.  The  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  the  renewal  certificate  will  be  JANUARY  1,  2018,  and 
the  "THRU"  date  will  be  DECEMBER  31,  2019.  The  duplicate  of  the  initial  certificate  for  the 
remainder  of  the  voting  year  should  be  filed  in  the  duplicate-certificate  file  or  in  electronic  format  as 
discussed  above.  Proof  of  issuing  a  renewal  certificate  is  required,  and  instructions  in  Section  4  of 
this  directive  should  be  followed  to  provide  such  proof. 

6.  "SUSPENSE"  VOTERS 

6.1 .  Voters  who  have  been  mailed  a  confirmation  notice  prior  to  the  Mass  Mail  Out  but  failed  to 
respond  to  the  notice  are  designated  with  an  "S"  on  the  list  of  registered  voters.  These  voters  are 
NOT  mailed  a  renewal  certificate. 

6.2.  If  a  voter  responds  to  the  eonfirmation  mailing  after  the  Mass  Mail  Out,  eonect  the  voter's 
registration  information,  remove  the  "S"  designation,  and  mail  the  voter  a  renewal  certificate  with 
the  new  information. 


7.  RETURNED  CERTIFICATES 

7.1.  CONFIRMATION  NOTICE.  In  accordance  with  Section  14.023,  Election  Code,  the  voter 
registrar  is  required  to  mail,  after  January  1,  2018  but  no  later  than  March  1,  2018,  a  confirmation 
notice  and  response  form  to  each  voter  whose  renewal  certificate  was  returned  as  undeliverable.  If 
the  post  office  provided  a  forwarding  address  on  the  returned  certificate,  the  confirmation  notice  and 
response  form  must  be  mailed  to  the  address  given.  If  the  post  office  did  not  provide  a  forwarding 
address,  the  confirmation  notice  and  response  form  must  be  mailed  to  the  last  known  mailing 
address  of  the  voter.  In  any  case,  the  confiimation  notice  and  response  form  must  be  mailed  by 
forwardable  mail. 

7.2.  DESIGN  The  Secretary  of  State  has  prescribed  the  wording  of  the  confirmation  notice  and 
response  form,  but  has  left  the  design  for  printing  to  the  voter  registrar’s  discretion.  Coordinate 
with  the  postmaster  to  detennine  the  most  efficient  way  to  mail  the  confirmation  notices  and  receive 
the  response  forms. 


8.  APPROVAL 

8.1.  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  APPROVAL.  Issued  this  20th  day  of  September,  2017. 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 
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Name,  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City.  Stale.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Office 
Elections  Division 
1,600.252-vote  (8683J 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


Name,  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City.  State,  Zip 


Secretary  of  State’s  Office 
Electioi^s  Division 
1-800-252-VOTE  {5683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


X 


VOTER  HOST  PERSONRlkV  SON  H!S.TfER  HAMCIWUBK^TEtT  V<>Oir  ReCEIPT.  IP  AME 
(E(vGl*''l4«<t«'4’T^i  rM  69riO',«lr«M*4l  idKbirit.ti  pu»j« ) 


If 

ii 

e  £ 


Name,  Veter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City,  State,  Zip 


Secretary  of  State’s  Office 
Elections  Division 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8503) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


1 
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I 


Voter  Klcnlification  requirements  ore  under  court  ^cvic^^  and  nia>  diansc  V'oicrs  uiio  possess  one  of  tlic  foliouing  Tonus  of  photo  tdcniincniion 
that  IS  not  expired  more  Ilian  4  vcors  must  sltotv  it  to  vole  in  person:  1)  Texas  drixer  license.  2)  Texas  election  identiricaiion  ccniricatc;  3)  Texas 
personal  identiricaiion  card.  4>Tc\as  handgun  license.  5}  U  S  niililan>  ID  card  conlaining  the  voter's  photo.  6)  U  S  citi/cnslupccrlincatc  containing 
the  voter's  photo,  or?)  U.S.  passport  Voters  ho  do  not  possess  on  acceptable  Tonn  of  photo  idenltfication  sndcannotreasonahK  obtain  one,  mav 
show  a  supporting  Tomi  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  at  wwu  voictcxas  gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impcdinicnl  Declaration  to 
vole  in  person  Voters  nilli  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  aJTcctcdbv  certain  nattinl  disasteis.  mav  also  qualifv 
for  Ollier  exceptions.  It  is  a  cdnnnal  olTctisc  to  intentionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  stateinciu  on  a  Reasonable  intpediment  Declaration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  vote  or  aiicmpt  to  vole  as  that  person 

[fvou  move  within  your  county,  or  if  any  infominlion  on  this  certificate  changes  or  is  inconect,  correct  the  inromiation  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  and  return  this  cenificaic  to  the  voter  registrar  Ifvou  move  to  anew  county,  you  muil  re-register  by  compicling  and  providing  a  new  voter 
registration  application  toyour new  county  You  will  receive  anew  ccnificalc  forcacli  whiten  update  orcontpicted  registration  application  submitted, 
ns  well  as  every  tw  o  y  ears  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Pkxistfvlsit  wwvv.volcU‘x:is,|>ov  or  contact  your  voter  rci^stnir  for  nddilinnni  and  u|ulittcil  informiiliun  on  voter  ID  rciiuircmcnts.  including; 
»  complete  list  of  ncccjiliibte  suppurtinc  idcntilicntinn  or  to  obtain  it  voter  rc{<istrnlion  iipplicillion. 

Los  requtsilos  dc  identificaeion  para  voinntes  esidn  bajo  rev  isicn  judicial  y  pueden  enmbiar  Votantes  que  poscen  una  de  las  siguicntes  formas 
dc  idcntificacidn  con  fotografla  quo  no  hay  a  cxpimdo  liacc  mis  de  4  anos,  deben  prcscntarlo  para  votar  cn  persona.  I )  liccncia  dc  conducir  de 
Texas;  2)  ccrtificado  dc  idcniificaciofl  electoral  dc  Tc.xas;  3)  tarjeia  dc  idcniiricacion  personal  dc  Texas.  A)  liccncia  para  poriar  armas  dc  fnego  dc 
Texas;  5)  ccdiila  de  idcnlificacion  miliiar  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  COn  foto  del  voiantc.  6)  ccrtificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  los  Esiodos  Umdos  con  foto 
del  voiantc.  o  7]  pasaporte  dc  tos  Estados  Unidos.  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  aceptabic  dc  i dent iTicac ion  con  fotografia  y  que  no  ptieden 
ra/onablcmcntc  obtenerunn,  pueden  prcscniar  una  forma  de  idcntificacmn  adicional  (una  listaeomplcla  csia  dtsponible  cn  vvwxv  votcicxas  gov}y 
llcnaruna  Dcelaracion  dc  Impcdmicntu  Ro/onablcpara  votaren  persona  Vclanlcscon  discapacidades.  objecioiicsrcligiosas  ascr  fotografiados.y 
aquellos  afcclados  porcienos  dcsasires  naturalcs  lambien  pueden  calificar  paraoirasc-xccpcioncs.  Es  un  delitocnniinal  hacer  una  dcelaracion  falsa 
de  forma  conscicnic  e  intcnciona)  cn  una  Dcelaracion  dc  [nipedimctilo  Ra/onablc  o  liacersc  pasar  por  oira  persona  dc  fbntia  conscicntc  y  votar  o 
rnientarvolarcomoial  persona 

SiSCmudadentTodesucondado.osialguna  mfomiacioiicncsIeccilificadocainbiaocsiiicorrccta.corrijalainfomiacidncncIcspaciopropOTCionado. 

finite  abajo.  y  dcv  ucKa  cstc  ecilificadu  u1  icgisliudur  de  votaiiles  Si  sc  iniida  a  tin  nuevo  coitdado.  dclierii  volvcr  a  rcgtstnirsc  al  complciar  y 

proporcionar  una  nuev  a  solicitud  dc  regisiro  dc  votanlc  a  su  miev  o  condado  Usied  rccibinn  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  parscada  actiuih/acioa  cscriiao 

soliciUid  dc  regisiro  coniplciada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  aSos.  stempre  y  ciiando  su  registro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  Icy 

Por  favor  vlshc  w vvvv.voletc\as.!>ov  o  cornu iifiiucsc  con  su  resist  ntdor  dc  votantes  piira  ohtuner  infarmaeJon  aiHciomil  y  actfialixiida  sabre 

losrcquisitos  tlcuIcntifiraciundcYDtantc-v.meluyendo  una  Lista  compklu  dc  identificaeion  aceiXahko  ])ara  obteneruna  solicitud  dc  regisiro 

devoliintes. 


I  afllrnt  the  chanfici  mmlclu  the  left  »rv  correct. 

/Xfimtn  que  l»s  coiiibios  Iwliox  al  lado  i/qtiiv'nio  csian  cotrccios. 

s _ 

Sianalureof  Viilcr  (Fimu  dul  voiantc) 


Voter  identification  requiremciils  arc  under  court  rev  lew  and  may  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  following  forms  of  photo  identification 
that  is  not  expired  more  than  4  years  must  show  il  lo  rote  in  person:  I )  Texas  driver  license.  2)  Texas  election  identification  certificate.  3)  Texas 
personal  identification  card;  4)  Texas  handgun  license.  5)  U  S  military  ID  card  conlaimng  the  voter's  plioio.  6)  U  S  cili/cnship  certificate  containing 
the  voter's  photo,  or  7)  US.  passport  Voters  wlio  do  not  possess  on  acceptable  form  of  photo  idcntificstion  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one.  may 
show  a  supporting  form  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  at  viww  votetexas  gov )  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impcdintcni  Declaration  to 
vote  in  person.  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  ifTectcd  by  certain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  e.xceplions  It  is  a  chminal  oiTensc  to  intentionally  and  knowingly  make  n  false  statement  orv  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  v  ote  or  aiieinpl  to  v  ote  as  that  person. 

Ifyouniovc  vvilhin  your  county,  or  if  any  information  on  this  ccnificatc  changes  or  is  incorrect,  correct  the  laformation  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  andrcliim  this  ccnificalc  to  the  voter  registrar.  If  you  move  to  a  new  coumv .  vou  mtrvi  rc-rcaistcr  bv  completing  and  providing  anew  voter 
rcgislralion  application  loyour  new  county  .  Vou  will  rcceivca  new  certificate  forcacb  written  updatcorcompletcdrcgisiration  application  siibmitlcd. 
as  well  as  every  two  years  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Pleitscvisil  wvvw.votC(c\ns.gov  or  cuntnet  your  voter  reitisinir  for  iidtlitlDnul  nnd  updated  inrornuitinn  on  voter  ID  rctiiiin;nicnt.x,  including 
n  complete  list  of  acccptithlcsupponint:  ideniificatlon  or  to  oliiuin  u  voter  re}:lstratii>n  upplicniioA, 

Los  requisilos  dc  idcntificacidn  para  votantes  cstdn  bajo  rev  isidit  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Voianics  que  poscen  una  dc  los  siguicntes  formas 
dc  idcnlificacion  con  fotografin  que  no  hnya  cxpirado  hace  mas  dc  4  afios,  deben  prcscntarlo  para  volar  cn  persona:  1 )  liccncia  dc  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2}  ccrtificado  dc  idcnlificacion  electoral  tie  Texas;  3)  laijcia  dc  idcntificacidn  personal  dc  Tc.xas.  4)  liccncia  para  portar  armas  de  fuego  dc 
Texas;  .v)  ccdula  dc  idcnlificacion  niililar  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto  del  voianic:  6)  ccrtificado  de  ciudadania  dc  to$  Estados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  voiantc,  o  7)  p.isaporle  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  Votantes  que  no  posccn  una  forow  accpiablc  dc  idcntificacidn  con  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onablenicntc  obtener  una.  pueden  prcscniar  una  forma  dc  tdcniificacion  .ndictcnal  (tina  lisia  compicta  csta  disponibic  cn  wAvw  Votciexas  gov )  y 
llcnar  una  Dcelaracion  dc  [nipedimenio  RaM>nabIc  para  votar  cn  persona  Votantes  con  discapacidades.  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  ser  fbtografiados.  v 
aquellos  afcclados  por  cicrtosdesasires  naturalcs  tonibicn  pueden  calificar  para  Olras  csccpcioncs.  Esuiidclitocnminal  hacer  una  dcelarncidn  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicntc  c  inicncional  cn  una  Dcelaracion  dc  Impedintento  Ra/onablc  o  hacerse  pasar  por  otra  persona  dc  forma  conscicnic  v  volar  o 
inicntar  votar  cotno  tal  persona. 

Siscmudadcnirodcsucondado.osi  alguitainronitacioneneslceentricadocaiiibiaocsincorrccia.corrijalainronnaci6nen  cicspacioproporeionado. 
fimte  abajo.  y  dcvuclvacsic  ccrtificado  al  rcgislrador  de  v  oisnles.  Si  se  muda  a  un  nuevo  condado.  deherd  volvcr  a  registrarsc  al  complciar  y 
proporcionar  una  nueva  soliettud  dc  regisiro  dc  voiantc  a  su  nuevo  condado  Usted  recibini  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  cada  actualizacion  cscrita  o 
solicitud  dc  registro  complctada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  aiios.  Sicmpre  y  cuando  su  rcgistro  dc  voiantc  no  scacancclado  por  Icy  . 

Par  favor  visile  wvvw.votctcx.'is.pov  n  comuniquese  con  su  rcgistrailor  dc  v  olantcs  pani  obtener  informitcion  adicional  y  actualixada  sobre 
los  rc(|Hisitos  dcidcniificaciufl  ile  votantes,  InclitycRilo  una  llstii  compfeta  dc  idcntificacidn  aceptiiblc  o  para  obtener  una  solicitud  dc  rcgistro 
dc  votiinics. 


I  affirm  ih«  chungev  made  to  the  tcfl  arc  carrevL 

Afimio  qtu;  fi>si.'Anibit>s1m;}u''SRl  laJoi/ijuicnJocvtiineAiTCCln^ 

X _ 

Si<tnaiuK  of  Voter  (Firnu  del  vocaiiie) 


Voter  idcaiificaiion  requirements  are  under  coun  review  and  may  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  following  forms  of  photo  idcntihcaiion 
dial  is  not  expired  more  than  4  years  must  show  it  to  vole  in  person:  I  >  Texas  driver  license.  2)  Tc.va$  election  identification  certificate.  3)  Texas 
personal  tdcnuficaiion  card.  4)  Texas  handgun  license,  5)  U  S  military  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo.  bfU  S  cili/enshipccrlificaieconiaining 
the  voter's  photo:  or  7)  US.  passport.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  identification  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one.  may 
show  a  supporting  form  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  at  wvvw  voictcxas  gov )  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Irnpcdiincm  Declaration  to 
vole  in  person.  VWrs  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  lo  being  photographed,  and  tliosc  affected  by  certain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  exceptions.  It  is  a  criminal  oftense  to  inicnlionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statement  oii  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  or 
know  ingly  Inipcrsonalc  anollicr  person  and  vote  or  attempt  lo  vote  os  that  person. 

If  you  move  within  yourcounty,  or  if  any  informniion  on  this  certificate  changes  or  is  incorrect,  correct  the  information  in  the  space  prov  j  dev!,  sign 
below,  and  return  this  certificnielo  the  voter  rcgislnir.  If  you  move  to  a  new  county,  vou  nnrvi  rc^rcgistcf  by  compicling  and  providing  a  ucw  voter 
registration  application  to  voiir  new  county  Youwillrcccivcancu  certificate  forcacliwrittcnupdatcofcomplctcd  registration  application  submitted 
as  well  as  every  two  years  as  longmyour  voter  registration  ts  not  cancelled  by  hw 

Please  visit  wvvw.voictexiis.t'ovarconliict  your  voter  rcj’isIrarforadilitiDnal  ami  updated  informiltion  on  voter  ID  rcquirtmenls,  includini: 
;i  complete  list  of  sicccptubic  supporting  identificuliun  nr  lo  obtain  n  voter  registration  applicniion. 

Los  requisilos  dc  identificaeion  para  votantes  esidn  bojo  revision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar.  Votantes  que  poscen  una  de  las  siguicntes  formas 
dc  identificaeion  con  (biografia  que  no  baya  cxpirado  h.vcc  mas  dc  4  afios,  deben  prcscaiarlo  para  volar  cn  persona:  I )  liccncia  de  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)  ccitificodo  dc  idcnlificacion  electoral  de  Texas;  3)  tarjeia  do  identificaeion  personal  dc  Texas.  4)  liccncia  para  portar  armas  dc  fuego  de 
Texas,  5)  cedilla  de  identificaeion  inilitardc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto  del  volatile,  6)  ccrtificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  voiantc;  o  7)  pasaporic  dc  los  Estados  Unidos.  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  aceptabic  dc  idcnlificacion  eon  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onab1enienlc  obtener  una.  pueden  prcscniar  una  forma  dc  idcntificacibn  adicional  (una  lisia  complcia  cstd  disponibic  en  vvww  votciexas  gov }  y 
llcnar  una  Dcelaracion  dc  Impcdimcnto  Ra/onablc  para  votar  cn  persona.  Votantes  con  discapacidades.  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  ser  ibtograll^os.  v 
aquellos  afcclados  porcienos  dcsasires  naturalcs  lambicn  pueden  calificar  para  oiras  exccpcioncs.  Es  un  delito  criminal  hacer  una  dcelaracion  falsa 
de  fbnna  conscicntc  c  inicncional  cn  una  Dcelaracion  de  Impcdimcnto  Ra/onable  o  hacerse  pasar  por  otra  persona  dc  foinia  conscicntc  y  votar  o 
intentar  votar  como  tal  persona 

Sisc  niudadcntrodcsu condado, 0 SI algunainfonnacio It  cneslcceriiricadocambiaocs  incorTecla,comjalainrormacidn  cn  cicspacioproporeionado. 
fimte  abajo.  y  dcvucUa  cstc  ccrtificado  al  rcgislrador  dc  v  otantes  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuevo  condado.  ilrhcrri  volvcr  a  rcgisirarse  al  coropletar  y 
proporcionar  utia  nueva  solicitud  dc  registro  dc  voiantc  a  su  nuevo  condado.  Usted  rccibtrd  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  cada  actualizacion  cscrita  o 
solicitud  dc  rcgistro  complctada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  afios.  sicmpre  y  cuondo  su  rcgistro  dc  voiantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  ley  . 

Por  favor  visitc  vvvvvv.votctexas.gov  o  comiinli|uesc  con  su  registrador  dc  v  otuntes  porn  obtener  informucidn  sidirionnl  y  nctunli/aiia  sobre 
los  neiiukitos  deidcnlilkncifin  ilc  votantes.  iiicttiycnilo  una  listn  complctii  dc  idcntificiiciiin  aceptabic  o  para  obtener  unn  solicitud  dc  rcgistro 
dc  votantes. 


I  aOIrm  ihc  chancov  mutlc tii  iticIcR  are  cisrrecL 
Afimioquc  loscamNoshcehiwal  l.iJi>  i/quicnlocHlsn 

X _ 

5l)tnsluxvuf  ViilcriFiniiJ  del  voiantel 
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Nsene.  Voter  Regielr^r 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City,  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Office 
Elecuofts  Division 
1-eOO*252-VOTE  (6683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


Name.  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
Cit/.  State,  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Office 
Elections  Divisien 
1^00.252.VOTE  (8683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


iiliflfjtadin*  (Nsirfewif 


Name.  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City,  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Office 
Elections  Divisien 
1-800-252*VOTE  (8683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


I 
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Volcf  idcnliHcalion  requirements  arc  under  court  reviw  and  n»a>  change  V'otcr^  who  possess  one  of  the  following  foims  of  phoio  idcniinealion 
lliai  is  not  expired  more  than  4  years  must  show  ii  to  \olc  in  person  1)  Tevas  driver  license:  2)  Texas  election  identification  ccitificaie.  3)  Texas 
personal  idcnttficalion  card.4>Tc\as  handgun  license.  5)  U  S  nuliiarx  ID  card  containing  Ihc  voter's  photo.  6)  U.S  cili/enshipccrtificaic  containing 
the  voter's  photo,  or  7)  US  passport  Voters  who  do  no!  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  identification  and  cannot  rcasonabK  obtain  one,  mav 
show  a  supporting  fomt  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  at  wxvw  volcicxas  gov )  and  execute  a  Reasonable  impediment  Declaration  to 
vote  m  person  Voters  willi  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  phoiograplicd,  and  those  affected  b\  certain  natural  disasters,  max  also  qualify 
for  other  exceptions  it  is  a  cnminal  on'eiisc  to  intcniionalh  and  knowingly  make  a  false  sialcmcnt  on  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Dcelaraiion  or 
kiiouinglv  impersonate  another  person  and  v  ote  or  attempt  to  vote  as  that  person 

If \ou  wove  within  your  county,  or  if  anv  mfoniiatioti  on  this  certificate  changes  or  is  incorrect,  correct  the  informaiion  in  the  space  prov  ided.  sign 
below,  and  return  this  certificate  to  the  voter  registrar  If  you  move  to  a  new  coumv,  you  mil  vt  re-register  by  coniplclingand  providing  anew  voter 
registration  application  toyour  new  county  You  will  receive  ancweenificaieforcacliwnitcn  update  or  completed  registration  application  submitted, 
as  well  as  ever,  two  years  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  enncclled  by  law 

PIriifc  visit  vvnvv.vAictcxas.gov  or  contact  your  voter  repistnir  for  iidditlGniil  ond  updated  in  formiitlon  on  voter  ID  requirements,  including! 
a  complete  list  of  acccpliiblc  supportmt*  identification  or  to  obtain  :i  voter  registration  :i]ipliciltion. 

Los  rcquisiios  dc  ideniificacion  para  votantes  estdn  bajo  revision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Voiantcs  que  poscen  una  dc  las  siguicatcs  formas 
dc  ideniificacion  con  foiografia  que  no  haya  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  anos.  dcbcn  prcscnlarlo  para  votar  cn  persona  I)  liceneia  dc  conductrdc 
Texas.  2)  ccnificado  dc  idcniificacidn  electoral  dc  Texas:  3)  taijcta  dc  idcntificacion  personal  dc  Texas.  4)  liccncia  para  portar  amias  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas.  .^Iccduladc  ideniificacion  militardc  los  Sstados  Unidoscon  fotodcl  votantc;  0>ccri[ficadodc  ciudadaniadc  los  EstadosUnidos  con  foio 
del  votantc.  o  7)  pasaporic  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos.  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  accplablc  dc  ideniificacion  con  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onablcmcntc  obtener  una.  pueden  prcscniar  una  fonnade  idcmificacidn  adieional  (una  lista  coinplciacsiadisponiblc  cn  vvvvw  voicie\as  gov}y 
llcnar  una  Dcclaracidn  dc  inipedimento  Ra/onablc  para  votar  en  persona.  Votantes  con  iJiscapacid.ides,  objcciones  rcligiosas  a  scr  fotografiados,  y 
aqiicllos  afcclados  par  cicrtos  dcsastics  naturaics  tambicn  pueden  calificar  para  olrascxcepcioncs.  Es  un  dclitocnitiinal  haccr  una  dcclaracidn  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicnie  c  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaraeion  dc  [nipedmienlo  Ra/onable  o  hacerse  pasar  per  otra  persona  dc  forma  consciente  v  volar  o 
inicniar  volar  como  lal  per^na 

Si  scmudndentrodesucondado.osialguna  infomiacidnencstc  certifieadoeanibiaacsiiicorrecla,corrijala:nrorTnaci6iien  cl  cspacioproporcionado. 
firmc  abajo,  y  dciucUacstc  ccrtificado  al  rcgistiador  de  volaiilcs-  Si  sc  muda  n  tin  nuevo  eondado.  dehenl  voher  a  rcgtslrarsc  al  compictor  \ 
proporcionar  una  nticvasoliciluddc  regisiro  dc  votantc  a su  nuevo  eondado  Usied  rccibira  un  nucvoccrtiricadopara  cada  acliiali/acidncscriiab 
solicilud  dc  regisiro  coniplciaday  enviada,  asi  conio  eadn  dos  anos,  siemprey  cuando  su  registro  dc  volnnte  no  sea  cancelado  porlcy 
Par  favor  vl$i(evvwvv.votclc\iis.<tov  o  cornu  niquesc  con  su  rcsi.vtrii(lor  tie  votantes  pari)  obtener  infumiacion  mlicionaly  iicttiiiliiiiuln  sobre 
los  requisitos  dc  iiicntificucidn  dc  votantes,  inctuyendo  una  lislu  campletn  dr  idcniiricnciun  nccptabico  para  obtener  uiia.solicitti(ide  rettivtro 
(le  votantes. 


I  aftlrni  ihc  chann«v  made  to  Ihr  kR  an-  correct 

Afirnio  qnc  los  eansbjos  iicclios  al  Jado  »qiiicrdo  csLin  conwios. 

X _ 

SiftnaturcofVotcr  O'inrui  JdvoLiiiie) 


Vbter  identification  requirements  arc  under  court  rev  iew-  and  may  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  tlic  (bllowing  forms  of  photo  identification 
that  is  not  c.xpircd  more  than  4  years  must  show  it  to  vole  in  person:  1 )  Texas  driver  license.  2)  Texas  election  idcmificatioti  ccitificaie.  3)  Texas 
personal  idcniificaiion  card.  4)  Tex,^  handgun  license.  5)  US  military  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo.  6)  US.  ciii/cnsliip  certificate  eoniaining 
the  voter's  photo,  or?)  US.  passport.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  tdcniificalioji  and  cannot  rcasonabK  obtain  one.  may 
show  a  Supporting  form  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  al  vsxvxwolclcxns  gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  impediment  Dcelaraiion  lo 
vole  in  person  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  alTcctcd  by  ccdain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualifv 
for  other  exceptions.  It  is  a  criminal  offense  to  intcnlionalU  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statcmenl  on  a  Reasonable  Impediment  bcclaralioii  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  vote  or  altcmpt  to  vole  os  that  person. 

If  you  move  within  your  county,  or  if  any  inromiatTonon  this  certificate  changes  or  is  incorrect,  conrcei  the  information  in  the  space  prov  ided,  sign 
below,  and  return  this  certificate  lo  the  voter  registrar  If  you  move  to  a  new  county ,  you  miivf  re -register  by  complcling  and  providing  a  new  voter 
registration  application  to your  new  county-.  You  vvill  receive  a  new  certificate  forc.nchwnncnujxiaic  or  completed  registration  application  submitted, 
as  well  asevcix  two  years  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law. 

Please  visitwww.voiciexus,govori;ontac(Ynur  voter  retpstrnr  for  additioniil  :ind  updiiled  infurmation  on  voter  ID  rei|iiiivnien|s,  ineludinu 
n  conijilctc  list  ofiicccpliihlesuiiporlm};  iilcjitirieotion  or  to  obtain  n  voter  rcfiisirntion  iipplicniion. 

Los  rcquisiios  dc  ideniificacion  pani  votantes  cstan  bajo  rev  isidn  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar.  Votantes  que  poscen  ima  dc  las  siguientes  formas 
dc  ideniificacion  con  fotografia  que  no  liaya  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  nfios,  deben  prcscnlarlo  para  volar  cn  persona:  1}  liccncia  de  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)  ccrtificado  dc  ideniificacion  electoral  dc  Texas.  3)  laqcta  dc  ideniificacion  personal  dc  Texas:  4)  liccncia  para  poitar  amK-ks  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas:  5)  ccdula  dc  idcmificacidn  mihtar  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto  del  votantc:  C)  ccrtificado  dc  cuidadania  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foio 
del  votantc.  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  Votantes  que  no  poscen  urta  forma  aceptable  de  idcntificacion  con  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onablcmcntc  obtener  una.  pueden  prcscniar  una  foniia  dc  idcmificacidn  odicional  (una  lista  complcla  cstodisponibic  cn  wxvw  Volclcxas  gov)  v 
llcnar  una  Dcclaracidn  dc  Irapediraento  Ra/onabic  para  votar  cn  persona.  Votantes  con  discapacidadcs.  objecioncs  rcligiosas  a  scr  fotografiados.  y 
aqiicllos  afcclados  porcicnos  desastres  naturaics  tambicn  pueden  ealificnr  para  aims  cxccpcioncs  Es  un  dclito  cnniinal  haccr  una  dcclaracidn  falsa 
dc  fomin  conscienic  c  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaracidn  dc  Intpcdinicmo  Ra/onabic  o  liaccrsc  pasar  por  otra  persona  dc  forma  consciente  v  votnr  o 
mlcnlar  volar  como  lal  persona 

Si  sc  miidadcntrodcsucondndo.o  SI  aigunainromiacidncncsleccTtificado  Gambia  ocs  incDrrccia.corrija  la  infomiacidn  end  cspacioproporcionado, 
firmc  abajo.  y  dev  uciva  cstc  ccrtificado  al  regisirndor  dc  votantes.  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuevo  eondado,  deberii  volver  a  registrarsc  al  compleiar  v 
proporcionar  una  nucva  solicilud  dc  regisiro  de  votantc  asu  mievo  eondado  listed  rccibirdun  nuevo  ccnificado  para  coda  aciuali/acion  esentab 
solicilud  de  registro  conipictada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  anos,  sicmpre  y  cuando  su  regisiro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancelado  por  lev. 

Par  fnvor  visile  ivwvv.vutvtcxiis.sov  o  comuniqiicxc  con  su  registrador  dc  votunlcs  parn  obtener  inforniiicidn  adidonul  y  nctunli/iuhi  sobre 
los  rc(|ui$ilos  dc  ideniificacion  dc  votantes,  incluycndounii  lisla  coni|)leladeidcnCiricaci6n  aceptitbleopurii  obtener  unit  solkituil  dere<^istro 
dc  votantes. 


I  urtirm  the  chances  made  to  (he  left  are  corrccL 

Afinno  que  los  vainhjos  hechns  al  lado  i/quienJo o.vtan conccios. 

X _ 

signature  of  Vol^rtFinna  del  volsnte) 


Voter  identification  requirements  arc  under  coun  review  and  way  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  following  fomis  of  photo  idcniificalion 
that  is  not  expired  more  than  4  y  ears  must  show  it  lo  vote  In  person:  1)  Texas  driver  license;  2)  Texas  election  idemificalion  certificate.  3)  Texas 
personal  identification  card.  4) Texas  handgun  license.  5)  U-S  miliiarx  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo;  6)  U  S  cili/iinshipccnificatcconiawtng 
the  voter's  photo,  or  7)  U  S.  passport.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  fonn  of  photo  idcntificalion  and  cannot  rcasonabK  obtain  one,  mav 
show  a  supporting  form  of  identification  (.-i  complete  list  is  available  at  vvwxvvoictcxas  gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  to 
\otc  III  pci  soil  V'oters  with  disabilities,  religious  objcvlioiis  to  being  pholugiaphcd,  and  those  affected  by  certain  natural  disasters,  way  also  qualifv 
for  Ollier  exceptions  It  is  a  cnminal  orTcnsc  to  iiiicniionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statcmcni  on  a  Reasonable  Impcdinicni  Declaration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  v  ote  or  attempt  to  vote  os  that  person. 

If  you  move  vvillim  youreoumy,  or  if  any  intbmialion  on  this  certificate  changes  oris  incorrect,  correct  the  information  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  and  rcUim  this  certificate  to  the  voter  rcgislrar.  If  you  move  to  a  new  countv.  vou  must  re-rcoister  b\  completing  and  providing  a  new  voter 
rcgistr,iltonapplicalionlovourncw  coumv  You  will  roccivc  a  new  ccnincnicforcnchwnitcnupdatcorcoinpIcicdrcgistraltciiappUcatioii submitted 
as  well  as  cveix  two  years  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Please  visit  w  wvv.volctcxn.s.sov  orcontiict  your  voter  rcKisirar  for  adiliironiil  and  updated  information  on  voter  ID  requiremencs,  mdiidin|> 
:i  complete  list  of  arcepiublc  .supporting  nientificatlon  or  to  obluln  ii  volor  rei’istrniion  :ip|>lica(ion. 

Los  rcquisiios  de  idcmificacion  para  votantes  cstan  bajo  revision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  VoWntes  que  poscen  una  de  las  siguientes  formas 
de  idciUificactou  con  fotografia  que  no  hay  a  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  afios.  deben  prcseniaHo  para  v  olar  en  persona;  1)  liccncia  de  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)  ccnificado  dc  idcntificacion  electoral  dc  Texas,  3)  laqcia  dc  idcmificacidn  personal  dc  Texas.  4)  liccncia  para  pertar  amias  dc  fuego  de 
Texas.  5)  ccdula  dc  idcntificacion  mihtar  dc  los  Estados  Umdos  con  foto  del  votantc.  6)  ccrtificado  dc  cuidadania  de  los  Esiados  Umdos  con  foio 
del  v  olnnte,  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  Vcianics  que  no  poscen  una  foima  accpiabte  dc  idcntificacion  con  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onabicnicnie  obtener  una,  pueden  prcscniar  una  forma  dc  idcntificacion  adicional  (una  lista  compicta  cstd  dtsponiblc  cn  wvvw.Voictcxcis  gov )  v 
llcnar  una  Dcelaiacion  dc  Impcdimcnio  Ra/onable  para  v  otar  cn  persona.  Votantes  con  discapacidadcs.  objecioncs  rcligiosas  a  scr  foiografiados.  v 
aquellos  afcclados  por  cietlos  desastres  naturaics  lambicn  pueden  calificar  para  otrascxccpcioncs.  Es  un  dclito  cnminal  Iiaecr  una  dcclaracidn  falsa 
dc  forma  coiiscicntc  c  micncional  cn  una  Dcclaracidn  dc  Inipcdimenio  Ra/onabIc  o  hacerse  pasar  por  otra  persona  dc  forma  consciente  v  votar  o 
intcntar  votarcoino  tal  persona 

Si  sc  mudadcniro  desu  eondado,  o  si  algunainfomiacidncn  esteccniricadocambiaocs  incorrccta,  comjalainfomiacioncn  cl  cspacioproporcionado, 
fimic  abajo.  y  dcvuciva  cste  ccrtificado  al  rcgisiradordc  votantes  Si  sc  niuda  a  ua  nuev  o  eondado.  dcherp  voher  a  registrarsc  al  coniplclarv 
proporcionar  una  nucva  solieitud  dc  registro  dc  votantc  a  su  nuevo  eondado  Usied  rceibira  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  cada  acluali/acidn  cschtao 
solicilud  dc  registro  conipictada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  anos.  sicmpre  y  cuando  su  registro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancelado  por  Icy 
Por  favor  visile  wwvv.volc(exas.uor  o  comuniquesecon  su  rcgisiradordc  votnnics  para  obtener  inforntaciSn  adicional  y  actuallzada  sobre 
lo.s  rcquisitos  ilehlcntirtcacion  dc  votantes,  tnrluyendo  unit  lUta  compIcLtdc  idcntlficiicldn  .tceplabfeo  para  obtener  unii  solicilud  derephiro 
lie  votiintes. 


[  aninu  the  chanaev  muile  to  the  kft  are  rorrccL 

Atimin  i|Uc  los  Cambios  hccliov  a)  tado  i7i]iiitin)o  estan  coitcciim. 

X _ 

Signaturccir  Voter  ifimij  lict  vvtiinie) 
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Attachments: 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  September  20,  2017  1:35  PM 
Elections  Internet 

FW:  MASS  EMAIL  to  VR/EA,  Printers,  Offline  Vendors  (Totals:  698)  2017  Voter 
Registration  Certificate  Directive  and  PDF  Layouts 

DIRECnVEVR2017-  final, pdf;  Voter  Registration  Certificate_Bl-9(3B)-IN3_2017.pdf;  Voter 
Registration  Certificate_Bl-9(3NB)-IN3_2017.pdf 


Sorry.  I  meant  yellow  below. 

From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Wednesday,  September  20,  2017  1:19  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(a)sos.texas.eov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  to  VR/EA,  Printers,  Offline  Vendors  (Totals:  698)  2017  Voter  Registration  Certificate  Directive  and 
PDF  Layouts 

To  all  Voter  Registrars,  Election  Administrators,  Printers,  and  Offline  County  Vendors: 

Attached  is  the  2017  Directive  for  Voter  Registration  Certificates  with  the  PDF  formats  attached.  If  you  are  an  Online 
County  using  TEAM,  you  will  purchase  the  new  yellow  voter  registration  certificates  without  boxes.  TEAM  prints  the 
boxes  for  the  jurisdiction.  As  always,  if  we  can  be  of  further  assistance,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of 
the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1.  Thank  you. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

vvww.  SOS,  state. tx.us  / elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BVTHE  UXAS SSBREmRY dfSTMTIt  | 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Biection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.0,  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AUTHORITY: 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: 

SUPERSEDED 

DIRECTIVE: 


1.1.  In  accordance  with  Texas  Election  Code  Section  31.003,  this  directive  establishes  the 
requirements  for  voter  registrars  to  issue  voter  registration  certificates. 

2.  DESCRIPTION  OF  CERTIFICATE 

2.1.  NO  CHANGES  AUTHORIZED  UNLESS  APPROVED  BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

STATE.  The  certificate  has  been  designed  to  meet  the  content  requirements  of  Texas  Election  Code 
Sections  15.001,  15.002,  and  15.003,  Texas  Administrative  Code,  Title  1,  Part  4,  Chapter  81, 
Subchapter  A,  RULE  §81.10,  bilingual  requirements  of  the  Federal  Voting  Rights  Act,  42  U.S.C.A. 
Section  1973aa-la,  the  mailing  requirements  of  Texas  Election  Code  Sections  14.001  and  14.002, 
and  regulations  of  the  United  States  Postal  Service  regarding  size,  thickness  of  paper,  address 
placement,  and  postage.  Various  other  exigencies  such  as  horizontal  and  vertical  spacing  for 
computers  have  been  considered.  To  avoid  any  possible  violations  of  state  or  federal  law,  no 
change  to  the  specifications  of  the  certificate,  as  provided  by  this  directive,  may  be  made  without 
prior  written  approval  by  this  office. 

Pursuant  to  Section  15.001  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  voter  registrars  must  place  the  jurisdictional 
or  distinguishing  number  for  the  following  seven  territorial  units  in  which  the  voter  resides:  1 . 
United  States  Representative;  2.  State  Senate;  3.  State  Representative;  4.  County  Commissioner;  5. 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  6.  City  district  code;  and  7.  School  district  code  on  the  certificate.  Section 
15.002  authorizes,  but  does  not  require,  the  voter  registrar  to  place  up  to  seven  additional 
jurisdictional  designations  on  the  certificate.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  prescribed  a  certificate  with 
ten  boxes  for  placement  of  district  information,  seven  for  the  required  districts  and  three  for  the 
optional  districts.  This  format  has  been  approved  by  the  Postmaster  in  Austin.  Our  office 
recommends  that  the  local  postmaster  approve  the  placement  of  district  numbers  on  the  certificate 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5630 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

DIRECTIVE 

Voter  Registrars 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  vj 


Voter  Registration  Certificate 


Texas  Election  Code  Sections  3 1 .002  and  3 1 .003 
September  20, 2017 

Secretary  of  State  Directive  of  August  27, 2015 


1.  SUMMARY  AND  PURPOSE 
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prior  to  printing  if  you  are  using  any  other  format  than  the  one  prescribed.  Any  combination  of  the 
three  optional  district  codes  may  be  chosen  by  the  voter  registrar  for  inclusion  on  the  certificate 
without  prior  approval. 

The  TEAM  System  prints  the  mandatory  seven  jurisdictions  and  provides  an  option  to  print  up  to 
three  more  jurisdictions  on  the  certificate.  TEAM  will  preprint  the  boxes  on  the  certificates  as 
well  as  the  jurisdiction  type.  The  boxes  with  voter  unique  identifier  (VUID),  year  of  birth,  and 
valid  from  date,  will  also  be  printed  by  TEAM  and  not  preprinted  on  the  card  stock  by  your 
printer.  There  are  two  layouts,  one  for  TEAM  counties  who  will  actually  use  TEAM  to  print 
voter  information  on  the  certificate  and  one  for  offline  counties  and  TEAM  counties  who  will 
contract  with  a  private  vendor  to  print  voter  data  on  the  certificates.  Offline  counties  must  use  the 
layout  of  the  form  enclosed  but  if  they  wish  to  print  the  maximum  14  jurisdictional  boxes,  they 
will  have  to  work  with  their  local  postmaster  on  the  design. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  authorized  the  printing  of  the  10  digit  VUID  number  in  a  barcode  format 
in  addition  to  a  numeric-value  format.  The  numeric-value  format  of  the  VUID  number  must  be 
printed  in  the  box  specifically  provided  for  the  VUID  number.  The  barcode-format  number  may  be 
placed  anywhere  on  the  card  as  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  postal  regulations,  and  nothing  is 
deleted  from  the  card  as  prescribed.  It  is  recommended  that  a  universal-product  barcode  be  used 
rather  than  the  type  of  barcode  that  is  used  for  zip  codes,  which  is  an  intelligent  mail  barcode.  . 
Again,  for  placement  of  a  barcode-format  VUID  number,  you  must  coordinate  the  printing  with  the 
postmaster  to  ensure  that  it  complies  with  other  postal  requirements.  TEAM  will  default  to  print  the 
barcode  of  the  VUID  above  the  name  of  the  voter  on  the  mailing  address  side  of  the  certificate. 

2.2  SIZE.  The  postcard  certificate  is  4  1/8”  x  6.”  The  postcard  is  sized  to  accommodate  space 
for  barcoding  the  zip  code.  Even  if  you  do  not  plan  to  barcode  the  zip  code  on  the  certificate  prior 
to  mailing,  you  must  ensure  sufficient  room  for  the  barcode  strip  area  because  the  post  office  will 
prepare  the  mail  piece  for  automation  by  placing  a  barcode  strip  which  includes  delivery  point 
validation  on  the  certificate.  The  counties  will  not  receive  any  postal  discount  if  the  post  office  has 
to  barcode  the  mail  piece.  The  post  office  has  advised  our  office  not  to  print  any  type  of  barcode  for 
the  zip  code  if  it  is  only  going  to  be  the  5  digit  or  9  digit  zip  code. 

Counties  using  the  Secretary  of  State’s  TEAM  system  must  print  their  certificates  exactly  as  shown 
on  the  attached  sample(s).  The  layout  of  the  certificate  must  be  exactly  as  shown  on  the  sample.  If 
a  laser  printer  is  used,  the  certificates  must  be  printed  on  an  814”  x  14”  sheet  of  paper  with  a  1” 
gripper  at  the  top  and  a  114”  margin  on  the  left  side  of  the  paper.  Counties  using  the  on-line  system 
cannot  barcode  the  zip  code.  It  is  imperative  that  your  printer  uses  the  Secretary  of  State’s  layout  of 
the  certificate  to  erisLire  proper  placement  of  infonnation.  Since  the  TEAM  system  will  be  printing 
the  boxes,  box  types,  and  jurisdictional  numbers,  the  alignment  of  infonnation  should  iiot  be  an 
issue.  Please  ask  your  printer  to  send  a  proof  of  your  certificate  for  layout  purposes  before  they  are 
printed  to  pur  office  for  pre-approval.  We  encourage  you  to  send  us  your  proofs  in  order  to  ensure 
that  they  are  compatible  with  the  TEAM  system, 

2.3.  COLOR  AND  PAPER  SPECIFICATIONS.  The  color  for  the  2018-2019  certificate  is 
Pantone  107U  (Yellow).  The  stock  is  white  index  or  the  equivalent.  To  meet  postal  requirements, 
the  paper  must  be  at  least  .007"  thick  and  not  more  than  .016"  thick.  The  sample  attached  is  printed 
on  #1 10  index.  When  paper  is  manufactured,  there  can  be  a  variance  in  the  thickness  of  the  paper, 
so  be  sure  to  state  in  the  specifications  that  the  paper  must  meet  postal  requirements  for  calibration. 
The  front  side  of  the  certificate  is  to  be  printed  with  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  color.  The  language 
on  the  certificate  will  be  in  black  ink.  Using  the  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  to  "color"  the  paper  will 
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ensure  that  all  certificates  are  printed  uniformly  across  the  state.  The  backside  of  the  certificate  may 
be  printed  either  with  the  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  color  or  left  plain  white.  The  sample  attached 
shows  the  area  that  is  to  be  printed  in  Pantone  107U  (Yellow)  at  100%  solid. 

2.4  FORMAT.  The  voter  registrar's  name,  telephone  number,  and  return  address  must  be 
printed  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  above  the  dotted  line.  Modules  202.4.3  and  202.4.4  of  the 
Domestic  Mail  Manual  ("D.M.M.")  requires  the  postal  endorsement  “RETURN  SERVICE 
REQUESTED"  to  be  placed  14"  below  the  return  address.  The  word  "Postmaster"  is  NOT  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  endorsement.  See  Section  3  of  this  directive  for  further  discussion.  "Secretary 
of  State's  Office,  Elections  Division"  and  the  Secretary  of  State’s  toll-free  number  (1-800-252-8683) 
must  be  printed  directly  across  from  the  voter  registrar's  name  and  address,  as  indicated  on  the 
attached  sample  card.  The  name  of  the  voter  registrar's  county  must  be  printed  directly  below  the 
words  "Voter  Registration  Certificate"  as  indicated  on  the  attached  sample  card.  The  state  seal  is 
placed  to  the  left  of  the  name  of  the  county.  Counties  using  the  Secretary  of  State’s  TEAM  system 
must  have  the  county  name  and  the  voter  registrar's  return  address  and  phone  number  preprinted  on 
the  certificate  card  stock.  It  is  recommended  that  all  counties  use  a  non-bold,  4pt  sans-serif  font  for 
the  return  address  information. 

2.5.  VUID  NUMBER.  Use  the  ten-digit  VUID  number  already  assigned  to  the  voter. 

2.6.  VALID  FROM-THRU.  The  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  all  renewal  certificates  issued  to 
registered  voters  is  JANUARY  1,  2018.  The  certificate  will  expire  on  DECEMBER  31,  2019,  and 
that  date  shall  appear  on  the  certificate  below  "THRU."  See  Section  3.3  of  this  directive  for  the 
period  for  mailing  renewal  certificates. 

New  registrants  whose  applications  are  received  and  accepted  after  the  30TH  DAY  BEFORE 
TANUARY  1.  2018  will  be  '’p  initial  certificate,  and  the  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  Oie 

certificate  is  the  same  as  the  effective  date  of  registration.  Renewal  certificates  need  not  be  issued  in 
this  instance.  See  Section  5  of  this  directive  for  information  regarding  new  registrants  whose 
registrations  will  be  effective  on  or  after  NOVEMBER  1 5,  20 1 7,  but  before  JANUARY  1 , 20 1 8. 

For  a  voter  who  changes  his  or  her  name  or  changes  his  or  her  address  ,  the  "VALID  FROM"  date 
on  the  corrected  certificate  is  the  date  the  change  becomes  effective.  These  changes  become 
effective  on  the  30th  day  after  the  voter  registrar  receives  notice  of  the  change. 

If  a  registered  voter  requests  a  replacement  certificate  because  his  or  her  original  certificate  has  been 
lost  or  destroyed,  the  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  the  replacement  certificate  is  the  same  as  the  date  on 
the  certificate  that  is  being  replaced.  The  replacement  certificate  must  have  a  notation  that  it  is  a 
replacement  certificate.  The  word  “replacement”  should  be  printed  vertically  below  the  seal. 

2.7.  INFORMATION  ON  CERTIFICATE.  Texas  Administrative  Rule  §81.10 
outlines  the  requirements  regarding  the  name  of  the  Voter  to  print  on  the  Voter  Registration 
Certificate.  Section  15.001,  Election  Code  requires  that  “Each  voter  registration  certificate 
issued  must  contain  the  voter's  name  in  the  form  indicated  by  the  voter,  subject  to  applicable 
requirements  prescribed  by  Section  1 3.002.  By  rule  of  the  secretary  of  state:  (a)  The  phrase 
"(t)he  voter's  name  in  the  form  indicated  by  the  voter"  in  Texas  Election  Code  §15.001  shall  not 
be  read  to  include  a  former  name  provided  by  the  voter  on  the  voter  registration  application;  and 
(b)  The  voter's  name  as  it  appears  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  shall  reflect  the  information 
provided  by  the  voter  on  the  most  recent  application  supplied  by  that  voter  to  the  voter  registrar. 
The  name  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  shall  be  restricted  to  first  name,  middle  name  (if 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-0001 93 


DIRECTIVE 
Page  4 

any  is  supplied  by  the  voter  on  the  most  recent  application),  and  last  name  (including  suffix,  if 
any).”  The  voter  registrar  may  also  include  abbreviations  of  names  indicated  on  the  voter 
registration  application.  The  name  of  the  voter  printed  on  the  certificate  must  be  sufficient  for  the 
election  judge  to  be  able  to  identify  the  voter.  For  instance,  the  voter  registrar  may  not  routinely 
print  "P.D.  Smith"  if  the  voter  has  indicated  on  his  application  the  name  "Paul  David  Smith." 
Nicknames  may  not  be  used  unless  the  voter  indicated  a  nickname  as  his  or  her  name  on  the 
application.  The  year  of  birth  (not  birth  date)  and  election  precinct  number  must  be  indicated  on  the 
certificate,  as  well  as  the  permanent  residence  address  (and  the  mailing  address,  if  these  two 
addresses  are  different).  The  voter  registrar  will  print  the  mailing  address  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  card.  The  permanent  residence  address  or  a  concise  description  of  the  location  of  the  permanent 
residence  must  be  printed  on  the  left-hand  portion  of  the  certificate.  If  the  complete  descriptive 
address  will  not  fit  on  the  certificate,  then  the  address  may  be  truncated. 

The  certificate  may  include  a  designation  of  gender  if  gender  has  been  provided  on  the  application. 

If  gender  is  not  provided  on  the  application,  either  leave  the  field  blank  or  specify  “U”  in  the  gender 
field  on  the  voter  registration  certificate  to  indicate  it  was  unspecified.  The  TEAM  System  prints 
the  gender  information,  including  the  “U”  designation,  in  a  preprinted  box  on  the  certificates. 
Offline  counties  may  use  the  space  designated  for  Gender  to  print  the  county’s  internal  Legacy  ID 
registration  number  but  would  need  to  obtain  pre-approval  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  To  obtain 
approval  for  this  alteration  a  sample  certificate  with  the  proposed  modification  should  be  provided. 

2.8  BACK  OF  CERTIFICATE.  The  prescribed  language  on  the  back  of  the  certificate  instructs 
the  voter  concerning  the  requirements  that  may  be  required  at  the  polling  place  and  instructs  the 
voter  to  correct  information  on  the  front  of  the  card  by  making  corrections  in  the  space  provided  on 
the  back  of  the  certificate.  The  Secretary  of  State  by  this  directive  requires  that  the  information  be 
printed  on  the  back  of  the  certificate  as  shown  on  the  attached  sample.  Changes  in  the  prescribed 
text  are  not  pennitted  without  prior  written  approval  of  this  office. 

2.9.  PARTY  AFFILIATION.  The  space  for  stamping  party  affiliation  is  placed  vertically  on  the 
front  of  the  certificate. 

2.10.  AREA  FOR  POSTAL  INFORMATION.  The  right  half  of  the  front  of  the  certificate  must 
be  left  blank,  except  for  mailing  address  and  postage,  barcode  for  VLfID  and  information  in  the 
shaded  yellow  area.  Information  that  is  printed  in  the  address  area  of  the  certificate  must  have  a 
1/8”  clear  space  around  the  name  and  address.  See  Section  2.1  of  this  directive  for  exceptions. 

3.  MAILING  OF  CERTIFICATE 

3.1.  POSTAGE.  The  voter  registrar  mails  the  certificate  with  first-class  postcard  postage  or,  if 
mailed  in  an  envelope,  first-class-letter  postage.  The  Texas  Election  Code  requires  that  the 
certificate  be  mailed  by  nonforwardable  mail.  The  voter's  tax  statement  may  not  be  included  in  the 
same  envelope. 

Module  202.4.4  of  the  Domestic  Mail  Manual  provides  for  the  endorsement  to  the  postmaster  on  the 
certificate.  The  endorsement  must  be  printed  in  at  least  8pt.  type  and  must  appear  at  least  14"  below 
the  voter  registrar's  return  address.  There  must  also  be  a  l^"-clear  space  below  the  endorsement. 
The  attached  sample  of  the  certificate  shows  the  correct  placement  of  the  endorsement.  The 
certificate  will  be  returned  free  of  charge  to  the  voter  registrar  when  mailed  at  either  first-class 
postcard  or  first-class  letter  rate.  The  voter  registrar  will  receive  an  address  correction  at  no  extra 
charge  when  the  certificate  is  returned  with  the  endorsement  "RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED." 
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There  is  no  charge  for  this  service  since  the  new  address  will  appear  on  the  original  mail  piece. 
(DMM  Exhibit  1.5.1,  Domestic  Mail  Manual) 

If  an  envelope  is  used  to  mail  the  voter  registration  certificate,  the  instruction  to  the  postmaster, 
"RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED,"  must  be  printed  on  the  front  of  the  envelope  at  least  V" 
below  the  return  address  of  the  voter  registrar.  There  must  also  be  a  clear  space  of  14"  below  the 
endorsement. 

Postage  must  be  paid  from  the  county's  budget.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  authorized  to  pay  for 
the  mailing  of  the  certificates.  Funds  received  under  Sections  19.001-19.006  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code  may  not  be  used  for  payment  of  postage  for  mailing  certificates.  Funds  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  maintained  by  the  voter  registrar  or  post  office  in  the  voter  registration 
application  business  reply  account  (Permit  4511)  may  not  be  used  to  pay  for  mailing  voter 
registration  certificates. 

The  certificates  may  be  mailed  at  a  lower  first-class-postage  rate,  for  example,  by  carrier  route  or 
barcoding  the  zip  code.  To  take  advantage  of  the  lower  postage  rate,  the  mailing  list  must  be 
certified  that  it  has  been  updated  within  95  days  of  the  mailing.  Contact  your  local  postmaster 
for  various  ways  to  prepare  your  mailing  to  obtain  the  lowest  possible  postal  rate. 

3.2.  POSTAL  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  POSTCARDS.  If  the  certificates  will  be  mailed  as 
postcards  rather  than  in  envelopes,  certain  postal  requirements  must  be  met. 

Any  preprinted  information  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  card  must  be  shaded.  (See  attached  sample 
certificate  and  Domestic  Mail  Manual  201.1.2.6)  The  area  reserved  for  the  address  is  white  and 
must  be  at  least  2  1/8”  long  and  1"  high.  The  U.S.  Post  Office  requires  all  certificates  mailed  as 
to  ho 

3.3.  COORDINATION  WITH  LOCAL  POSTAL  AUTHORITIES.  The  voter  registrar  should 
coordinate  with  the  local  postmaster  before  the  mailing  date.  Postal  regulations  have  become  very 
complicated,  and  we  highly  recommend  that  the  local  postmaster  be  consulted  prior  to  printing  the 
certificates. 

3.4.  MAILING  DATE.  The  voter  registrar  shall  issue  a  voter  registration  renewal  certificate  to 
each  voter  in  the  county  in  Active  Status  whose  registration  is  effective  on  the  preceding 
NOVEMBER  14.  The  mailing  shall  occur  between  NOVEMBER  15  and  DECEMBER  5  of  each 
odd-numbered  year. 


4.  DUPLICATE  CERTIFICATES 

4.1.  DUPLICATE  CERTIFICATE  FILES.  Texas  Election  Code  Section  15.143  provides  a 
method  for  the  voter  registrar  to  maintain  the  active  or  inactive  duplicate-certificate  file  on 
electronic  data  processing  equipment.  Evidence  of  the  mailing  must  be  maintained  in  a  retrievable 
format.  The  data  must  include  the  name  and  address  to  which  the  certificate  was  sent  and  the  ten 
digit  VUID  number.  This  is  maintained  in  the  Active  Certificate  files  at  the  county  office  and  is  not 
maintained  in  TEAM.  TEAM  will  include  a  note  in  the  audit  history  of  all  voters,  regardless  of  the 
status,  that  the  voter  record  was  updated  as  part  of  the  Mass  Mail  Out.  As  a  reminder,  all  voters  in 
an  Active,  Suspense,  or  Cancelled  status  will  have  the  Valid  From  Date  updated  to  the  2018-2019 
biennial  cycle  when  the  Mass  Mail  Out  is  run.  This  is  to  ensure  clerical  corrections  or 
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reinstatements  correctly  display  the  Valid  From  Date  information.  The  audit  history  information  in 
TEAM  should  not  be  used  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  certificate  was  issued. 

5.  NEW  REGISTRATIONS 

5.1.  BEFORE  EFFECTIVE  DATE.  Persons  who  register  to  vote  whose  registrations  will 
become  effective  after  NOVEMBER  14,  2017,  and  before  JANUARY  1,  2018,  may  be  issued 
initial  certificates  for  the  remainder  of  the  voting  year  (Blue  certificate).  The  "VALID  FROM"  date 
on  the  initial  (blue)  certificate  is  the  effective  date  of  registration,  and  the  "THRU"  date  is 
DECEMBER  31,  2017.  The  voter  registrar  must  issue  renewal  certificates  (Yellow  certificate)  to 
the  voters.  The  "VALID  FROM"  date  on  the  renewal  certificate  will  be  JANUARY  1,  2018,  and 
the  "THRU"  date  will  be  DECEMBER  31,  2019.  The  duplicate  of  the  initial  certificate  for  the 
remainder  of  the  voting  year  should  be  filed  in  the  duplicate-certificate  file  or  in  electronic  forniat  as 
discussed  above.  Proof  of  issuing  a  renewal  certificate  is  required,  and  instructions  in  Section  4  of 
this  directive  should  be  followed  to  provide  such  proof 

6.  "SUSPENSE"  VOTERS 

6. 1 .  Voters  who  have  been  mailed  a  confirmation  notice  prior  to  the  Mass  Mail  Out  but  failed  to 
respond  to  the  notice  are  designated  with  an  "S"  on  the  list  of  registered  voters.  These  voters  are 
NOT  mailed  a  renewal  certificate. 

6.2.  If  a  voter  responds  to  the  confirmation  mailing  after  the  Mass  Mail  Out,  correct  the  voter's 
registration  information,  remove  the  "S"  designation,  and  mail  the  voter  a  renewal  certificate  with 
the  new  information. 


7.  RETURNED  CERTIFICATES 

7.1.  CONFIRMATION  NOTICE.  In  accordance  with  Section  14.023,  Election  Code,  the  voter 
registrar  is  required  to  mail,  after  January  1,  2018  but  no  later  than  March  1,  2018,  a  confirmation 
notice  and  response  form  to  each  voter  whose  renewal  certificate  was  returned  as  undeliverable.  If 
the  post  office  provided  a  forwarding  address  on  the  returned  certificate,  the  confirmation  notice  and 
response  form  must  be  mailed  to  the  address  given.  If  the  post  office  did  not  provide  a  forwarding 
address,  the  confirmation  notice  and  response  form  must  be  mailed  to  the  last  known  mailing 
address  of  the  voter.  In  any  case,  the  confirmation  notice  and  response  form  must  be  mailed  by 
forwardable  mail. 

7.2.  DESIGN.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  prescribed  the  wording  of  the  confirmation  notice  and 
response  foim,  but  has  left  the  design  for  printing  to  the  voter  registrar’s  discretion.  Coordinate 
with  the  postmaster  to  determine  the  most  efficient  way  to  mail  the  confirmation  notices  and  receive 
the  response  forms. 


8.  APPROVAL 

8.1.  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  APPROVAL.  Issued  this  20th  day  of  September,  2017. 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 
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Name.  Vater  Re$ist<ar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City.  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Ottico 
Electrons  Division 
1*eOO-252-VOTE  (8683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


Name,  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City,  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Oftice 
Elections  Division 
1-800.252.VOTE  (8583) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


VOTER REClSTRA'nON  CERHF1CATC 
(CcrSfmdo  do  Rcoiilio  Eieeloctl) 

COUNTY  (Coodddo) 


X 


VOTER  mrsr  PCRSONAUV  S>0N  KSHeit  NAWE  IWMEOcATeLTUROH  AECBPr.ir  IBLE 
(E>  rriw  mu  Uf;«u  {•nsAjl'np'nA  *1  iK'birA.ti  (u«8*  > 


Name.  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City.  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  Stale's  Office 
Elections  Otvision 
1-800-252-VOTE  (6683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


1 
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Vbicr  idcntilicaiion  rcquiwmcnts  arc  under  coun  and  ma,'.  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  Ihe  followjnij  forms  of  pliolo  identiBcaiion 
iliai  is  not  expired  more  llian  4  years  musl  show  il  lo  \otc  In  person:  1)  Texas  driver  license;  2)  Texas  cleeirou  idcniificalion  ccrtificaic.  3)  Texas 
personal  jdcnlificalion  card. 4)To\as handgun  license.  3)  US  niiliiarx  IDcardcoiiialningilicvotcr'spholo;6)U  S  cilizcnshipccrtideaiccontainins 
llic  voter  s  pitoio.  or  7)  US  passport-  Voters  who  do  aol  possess  an  acccplablc  fonii  of  photo  identification  and  cannot  rcasonablv  obtain  one.  mav 
sliou  a  supporting  form  of  idcntidcaiion  (a complete  list  is  as  ailablc  at  tvxsxv  toteicxas  got )  and  c-xccutc  a  Reasonable  [mpcdimenl  I^claralion  to 
vote  in  person  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  affected  by  certain  naiiiial  disasters,  may  also  qiialtiy 
for  other  exceptions.  [1  is  a  ciiniinal  ofreiisc  to  intentionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statement  on  a  Reasonable  Impcdiincni  Declaration  or 
knowingly  imporsonalc  anoilicr  person  and  vole  or  alicmpi  to  sotc  as  that  person 

If  you  move  within  yotircotinly,  or  if  any  infoimation  on  this  ccnificaie  changes  oris  incorrect,  correct  the  infomiaiion  in  ilic  space  proiidcd.  sign 
below,  and  rcitim  this  certificate  to  the  sotcr  registrar  Ifyou  move  to  anew  county,  you  must  rc-rcgistcr  by  completing  and  providing  a  new  voter 
registrailcm  application  toy  ournevv  county  .  You  will  receive  a  new  cert  jficaicforcacliw  nucnupdatcorcomplcicdrcgisirailoiiapplicaiion  submitted, 
as  well  as  every  two  years  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Pteusc  visit  vvivw.votc<cvi)s.gov  or  contact  your  voter  registrar  for  lulditioniil  nnil  updatcil  iRformution  on  voter  ID  rcqtiircmenls,  inclutlmt; 
u  cimipicic  list  of  accc]>tablc  supportmt;  iilcntificiiiion  or  to  oliiuin  ii  voter  registration  nppfication. 

tos  requisuos  de  idcnliftcacion  para  voiantcs  csian  bajo  rcvisionjudicial  v  pueden  cambiar  Volantcs  que  poscen  una  dc  las  siguicnics  formas 
dc  Idenlificacion  con  fotografia  que  no  haya  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  arios.  deben  presentario  para  votar  cn  persona:  1)  licencia  dc  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)ccrtificado  dc  idciiiificncton  electoral  dc  Texas.  3j  taijcla  dc  idcntiflcacidn  personal  dc  Texas;  4)  liccncia  para  portar  annas  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas.  .V)  ccdula  dc  idcnii/icacion  ntiliiar  dc  los  Esindos  Unidos  con  foio  del  v  otantc;  Cl  ccriificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  volantc.  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  V'otanics  que  no  poscen  una  forma  aceplabic  dc  idcittincacion  con  fotografin  \  que  no  pueden 
raronablenicnlc  obicncr  una.  pueden  presentar  una  forma  dc  idcntificacidn  adicional  (unn  Iistn  compicia  csta  disponibic  cn  w  wvv  Voictcxas  gov)  y 
llciiar  una  Dcclaracion  dc  Impcdimenlo  Razonabic  para  v  olar  cn  persona  Volanics  con  discapacidadcs,  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  ser  foiografiados.  v 
nqucllos  afcciados  porcicrtos  desastres  natural cs  tnmbicn  pueden  cahficar  paraotcas  cxccpciones.  Es  un  dcliio  cnminal  haccr  una  dcclaracion  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicnic  c  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaracion  dc  Impcdimcnto  Razonabic  o  hacerse  pasar  per  otrn  persona  dc  forma  conscicnic  v  votnr  o 
intentar  votar  Como  tnl  persona 

St  sc  mudadcmrodcsucondado.osialgunninfomiacidncncslcccrtiricndocainbtnocs  ii}corTccla.eorxija  lninrotitiaci6iicnclc$|iaciO}iro|Kjrciona(it> 

fintic  abajo.  y  dcvuelva  cstc  ccrtificado  al  registrador  dc  volantcs-  Si  sc  nmda  a  un  nuevo  condado.  <lchcr;'i  volver  a  ccgisirarse  al  complctar  v 

proporcionar  una  micva  soltciliid  dc  regisiro  dc  votanie  a  su  nuevo  condado.  Usied  rccibira  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  cada  aciualizacion  esenta  o 

solicilud  dc  rcgistrocomplciaday  enviada.  .isi  como  cada  dos  ufios.  sicnipmy  cuorido  su  regisiro  dc  volantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  lev 

For  favor  visitc  vvvvvv.votetcviis.gov  a  comuniqucsecon  su  rcgfstruilonle  votanics  purii  obicncr  informacion  adicional  y  :ictua]i/.ad:i  solirc 

lo.srei|uisftos dciilcntilicncidn  dc  votnnic^,  incluycnilo  unn  lisut  conl|ilet:t  dc  idcntiricncion  accptahlc  d  para obtcncruiin  solicilud  ile regisiro 

dcvulmiles. 


[  aflirra  the  change*  maUc  to  the  tcfl  arc  correcL 

Afmmi  quij  los  camhio*  hcehos  al  l.vdu  i/.quicrJo  cstan  Ci>ll0C(os 

X _ 

Signature  or  Voter  (rirma  del  votanie) 


Voter  idcmifecation  rcquircmcnis  ore  under  court  review  and  may  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  fellow  mg  forms  of  photo  identification 
that  is  not  expired  more  than  4  years  must  show  it  lo  vote  in  person:  1 )  Texas  driver  license.  2)  Texas  election  idcntificalion  certificate:  3)  Tc.xas 
personal  idcnlilication  card;  4)Tcxashandgun  license,  5)  U  S  nulitary  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo:  6)  U  S  cilizcnship  certificate  containing 
the  voter's  photo,  or  7)  US  passport  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  idcnlificaticn  and  cannot  rcasonablv  obtain  one.  mas 
show  a  supporting  form  of  identification  (a  complete  list  is  available  nl  vvxvxv  votciexns.gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  tnipcdimcni  Declaration  to 
vote  in  person.  Voicrs  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  aCTeclcd  by  certain  naliiial  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  exceptions.  U  is  a  crmtinal  olTensc  to  intentionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statement  on  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  vole  or  attempt  lo  vote  as  dial  person 

Ifyou  move  within  your  county,  or  if  any  informatioR  on  this  certificate  changes  or  is  incorrcci,  concct  the  informaiion  in  the  space  pros  ided.  sign 
below,  and  return  this  certificate  to  the  voter  registrar.  Ifyou  move  to  anew  countv.  vou  must  re-register  by  completing  and  providing  a  new  voter 

registration  application  loyournew  county  .  You  vvjll  receive  n  new  certiricalc  forcachw  ntten  updaicorcomplcicdregistraiion  application  submitted. 

as  well  as  every  two  years  as  long  os  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Please  visit  ivvvvr.votetex»s.}:o>  orcuniuety  ourvoter  resislrar  fonulilitinniiliinil  uiiilaled  information  on  voter  ID  rcquircmenls.  incltidint; 
a  complete  list  of  iiccepltiblc  supporting  identifkution  or  to  ohinin  a  voter  registration  application. 

Los  rcquisiios  dc  idcniilicacibn  para  volantes  csian  bajo  rev  isibn  jtidicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Volantcs  que  poscen  una  de  las  siguicnics  foniias 
de  idenlificacion  con  fotognina  que  no  haya  expirado  haec  mas  dc  4  afios.  deben  prcscniarlo  para  votar  cn  persona:  1)  liccncia  de  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)  ccrtificado  dc  idcnlihcacicn  electoral  dc  Texas;  3)  laijcia  dc  idenlificacion  personal  dc  Texas;  4)  liccncia  para  portar  armas  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas;  .v>ceduiadc  idcntificacibn  mililar  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto  del  voiante;  6)  ccrtificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  tos  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  votantc.  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos.  Vbtantes  que  no  poscen  una  fomia  accptable  dc  idcntificacion  con  fbtograria  v  que  no  pueden 
razonablcracntc  oblcncr  una.  pueden  presentar  una  forma  dc  idcntificacibn  adicional  (una  Itsla  compicia  csia  dispoiiibte  cn  wwvv.'volctexas  gov)  v 
llcnar  una  Dcclaracion  dc  iRipcdimcnlo  RazonabIs  para  votar  cn  persona  Volantcs  con  discapacidadcs.  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  ser  foiografiados.  v 
aqiicllos  afcciados  porcicrtos  dcsasircsnaturnlcs  tambicn  pueden  cnltficar  para  otrase.xecpcioncs  Esun  delito  criminal  hacer  unn  dcclaracion  falsa 
de  fomia  conseicnic  c  intcncional  cii  una  Dcclaracion  dc  Impcdimcnlo  Rozonable  o  liaccrsc  pasar  por  oira  persona  dc  forma  conscicnic  v  votar  o 
intentar  votar  como  lal  persona. 

Si  sc  mudadentro  dcsucondado.osialgunatnformacibncnestcccrtificado  caii)faiaocsincorrccia,corrijalainfoimaci6ncnelc$paciopropon;ioiiado. 

firmc  abajo.  y  dcvuelva  cstc  ccrtificado  al  registrador  dc  volantcs,  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuevo  condado.  itcheni  volver  a  regisirarse  al  complctar  v 

proporcionaruna  micvn  solicilud  de  regisiro  dc  votantc  a  su  nuevo  condado.  Usted  rccibirii  iiti  nuevo  ccnirieado  para  cada  aeluali/acibn  esenta  o 

solicituddc  regisiro  corn plcladay  enviada.  asicomo  c.ida  dos  afios.  siciiiprc  y  cuando  su  registro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  ley 

For  favor  visltcvvvvvv.vQtctcxiis.SQv  o  comuniquese  con  su  rcpistniilor  dc  voluntcs  piira  obtener  inrormiicion  nillcionnl  y  uctuuUxadn  solirc 

Ids  rcquisiios  dc  iilcntiltrucidn  dc  vohmlcs,  inclurcndo  unn  Iistn  eumpletn  tie  (dcntliicuclbR  accpiuhic  o  piint  oblcncr  una  .solicilud  de  regisiro 

dcvotimlcs. 


1  unirm  the  chanBcv  made  tu  the  IcR  Mfc  correct 

Afinno  quo  los  cainbios  heclios  al  laJo  iZ(|uicn!o  cstin  enirvelivs. 

X _ 

SlttnaturvofYolertFimu  del  voiaiilc) 


Voter  idcRtificalion  requirements  are  under  court  rev  lew  and  may  change.  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  follow  ing  forms  of  photo  identification 
that  IS  not  cx|>ircd  more  than  4  yean  must  show  it  to  vote  in  person:  1}  Texas  driver  license:  2)  Texas  cl^itcn  idenliricalion  cenificatc.  3)  Texas 
personal  [deniincaiionc.'ird.  4)  Texas  handgun  license.  3)  US  military  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo;  6)  US.  citizenship  certificate  containing 
the  voter  $  photo,  or  7)  US.  passport  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  idcntificalion  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one,  may 
show  a  supporting  form  of  idcntificalion  (aeompicio  list  is  av  ailable  at  wvvvv  v  oicicxn$  gov)and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impedinicnl  Declaration  to 
vote  in  person  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  pliolographod,  and  uiosc  afTcciedby  certain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  exceptions,  ll  is  a  cnminal  ofTcnse  to  inicniionallv  and  knowingly  nrake  ,i  false  siaicmcni  on  a  Reasonable  hnpcdiiucni  Dccinraiion  or 
know  ingly  impersonate  another  person  and  vote  or  attempt  to  vole  ns  that  person 

Ifyou  move  within  your  county,  or  if  any  infomiaiion  on  this  certiricalc  changes  or  is  incorrect,  correct  the  infonnation  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  and  rciiim  this  certificate  to  the  voter  registrar,  Ifyou  move  to  a  new  county,  you  must  rc*registcr  by  completing  and  providing  anew  voter 
icgisirnlitniapplieationtovourneu  eouniv  You  will  reecKoanevvecrtinraterGrpacinvnttenupdateorcompIeiedFegislrationapplicaiion  submitted, 
as  well  as  every  two  ycais  as  long  as  your  v  oter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

PrcnsevixUwnvv.votctesas.gov  or  contact  your  voter  rcjtUtrur  ror:iddiiion:iL.-iRd  updated  information  on  voter  ID  requirements,  including 
:i  complete  list  of  ucceplalile  supportinc  idcnliflcation  or  to  obUiin  a  voter  rei;Utrntion  ujijillcation. 

Los  requisitos  dc  idenlificacion  para  votanics  csian  bajo  rcvisibn  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Volantcs  que  poscen  una  dc  las  siguicnics  formas 
dc  idcnlifieacion  con  fologralia  que  no  haya  expirado  hace  mas  de  4  anos.  deben  prcscniarlo  par,i  votar  cn  persona;  I)  liccncia  dc  conducir  dc 
Texas.  2)  ecnificodo  de  idcntificacion  electoral  de  Texas.  3)  larjcta  dc  ideiitificocibn  personal  de  Texas.  4)  liccncia  para  portar  amios  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas.  5)  ccdula  dc  idcnliricacion  miliiar  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto  del  volantc.  6)  ccnificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  volatile,  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Estados  Utitdos  Votanics  que  no  poscen  una  forma  accptabic  dc  idcntificacion  con  foiograna  v  que  no  pueden 
razonablcnicntc  obtener  una.  pueden  presentar  una  forma  dc  idenlificacion  adicional  (una  lisia  compicia  csta  disponibic  cn  wwxv  Volctcxas  gov)  y 
llcnar  una  Dcclaracion  dc  Impedimento  Ro/onablc  par,i  votar  cn  persona.  Volanics  con  discapacidadcs.  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  ser  foiografiados,  v 
aqiicllos  afectados  porcicrtosdcsastrcs  naluralcs  tambicn  pueden  calificar  para  oiras  cxccpciones.  Esun  delito  criminal  haccr  una  dcclaracion  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicnic  c  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaracion  dc  Inipcdlmcnio  Ra/onabic  o  haccrsc  pasar  por  oira  persona  de  forma  conscicnic  v  votar  o 
intentar  votar  como  lal  persona 

Siscmudadcnlrodcsiicondado.osi  atgunainlbmiacicncn  cstc  ccrtificado  canibiaocs:iicoiTecta.corrij3  la  informac ion  cn  cl  cspaciopropoicionado. 
firmc  abajo.  y  dcvuelva  cstc  ccrtificado  al  registrador  dc  v  olantcs  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuev  o  condado,  volver  a  regisirarse  al  complctar  v 

proporcionaruna  niieva  solicilud  dc  registro  dc  votantc  a  sii  nuevo  condado  Usted  rccibirdun  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  coda  aciuali/acidncsciitnb 
solicilud  dc  registro  complciaday  enviada,  asi  como  cada  dos  anos.  siempn;  y  cuando  su  registro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  Icy 
Por  favor  visile  vvwvv.volctcsiu.i'ov  a  cumuniqucsccon  su  regiMrador  (l«  votiintcs  iiiini  obtener  Infornnicidn  iiilklunol  y  actusili/iulnsobrc 
lo.s  requisitos  ileidcntlficicidn  dcvotsm(v.s,  mcliiyemlo  unu  li.st:t  cam|)1cl;<  ileidcntiricucidn  nccptnbico  purnobtcneruniisolicituil  ilc  registro 
de  volantcs. 


1  ufllrm  the  change*  made  to  ihe  left  areeiimct. 

Afiniio  que  lus  cambios  hue  hus  at  todo  »qmado  i»Lin  con'cc  iw.*. 

s _ 

Signalurc  or  Voter  irimw  Jet  voiamei 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  26,  2017  11:30  AM 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/VA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  Nov  7  2017.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  die  returns  for  November  7,  201 7 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Althougli  you  will  be  reporting  returns  via  the 
Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel  authorized  to  report 
your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day 
and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is 
imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an 
emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  infomiation,  please  follow  the  instructions  in  the  attachment. 

If  any  of  the  infonnation  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night  immediately  contact  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date,  and  will 
include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  at  elections@,sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1 .800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtinl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

WOTETEXSS.GOV 

POWERED  BYTHE  UHAS SECHETARY SFSTATIE  | 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  iaw  yourseif,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Bl*9(3E5)lN3 


N3n>«.  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
Crty.  State.  Zip 


Secretary  otSlate's  Office 
Eiections  Division 
1-aOO-2S2-VOTE  {6683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


Name,  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
Ctty.  State.  Ztp 


Secretary  of  Stale's  Office 
Elections  Division 
1-BOO-252*VOTE  (6663) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


X 


VOICR  MUSI  r£RSOrUU.T  »KiN  HISAIER  IUHE1MMCO<*rf  vv  UPON  RECEIPT.  IP  ABIE 
4D  v3evi’4  «CJ  UC*U  *l  rseibirij.^  p(.Kd*) 


Ji 
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Name,  Voter  Registrar 
Telephone  Number 
Address 
City,  State.  Zip 


Secretary  of  State's  Office 
Elections  Division 
1.800.252-VOTE  (6683) 


RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 
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Bmm  iw 


Voter  idcnttficailon  requirements  are  under  coun  res  lew  and  may  clian^c  Voters  m  Iio  possess  one  cf  the  foUoMing  forms  of  plioto  idenlincation 
tliat  is  not  expired  more  than  4  >cars  must  sliovs  it  to  >  oie  in  person  1)  Texas  driver  license.  2)  Texas  cleeiion  ideiiiiljcation  certificate.  3)  Texas 
personal  idcniilication  card.  4}Tcxas  handgun  license.  5)  U  S  ntilitarx  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  p!)oto.6)U.S.  ciii/en$hip  certificate  containmi; 
tlic  voter  s  phoio.  or  7)  US.  passport  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  idcntificniion  and  cannot  rcasonabh  obtain  one.  may 
show  a  supportnii*  fontt  of  idcnttfication  (a  complete  list  is  avaibbIcalwwwAolcicxas  gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  [nipcdinieni  Declaration  to 
vote  in  person.  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  ofTected  bv  certain  natural  disasters,  mav  also  qiialiri 
for  other  exceptions  It  is  a  enniina!  ofTense  to  intenlionalU  and  knowingU  make  a  false  statement  on  a  Reasonable  rmpcdimcnl  Declaration  or 
know  ingly  impcrsonaio  another  person  and  v  ote  or  attempt  to  ^  otc  as  that  person 

[fyou  move  nitliinx  oiircoun^.or  if  any  infomialion  on  this  certificate  changes  or  is  incorrect,  correct  the  infoniiation  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  and  return  Ihisccniricaic  to  the  voter  registrar  If  you  move  to  anew  coiinK.  vou  nni<t  rc»rcjiisicr  hv  complclinu  and  providing  a  new  voter 
registration  application  loyoiir  new  county  You  will  rcceivea  new  eeriiilcatcforcacUw-nllen  update  orcomplcted  registration  application  subniiiicd. 
as  well  as  cvciy  two  years  as  long  os  your  t  otcr  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Please  visit  vvwn.votcicvaspov  orcoiituci  your  voter  rcpisimr  for  ailililion:il  and  u|utulcil  mforninUon  on  voter  (D  requirenienis^  Incluilmp 
a  complete  list  of  ncccpiahic  sujiportint!  tdcniincndon  or  to  obinin  a  voter  re^istruiion  apiilleiiiion. 

Los  rcquisilos  dc  idcntificacibn  para  votantes  cstan  bajo  revision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Volaiucs  quo  poscen  una  dc  las  siguicntcs  formas 
dc  idcnliricacion  con  rotografia  que  no  haya  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  anos,  deben  prcscnlnrlo  para  votar  cn  persona;  1}  ticcncia  dc  eonducirdc 
Texas.  2)  certtneado  dc  idcntificacibn  cicciorai  dc  Texas;  3)  larjcta  dc  tdctiliricaeidn  personal  dc  Texas;  4)  liccneia  para  ponar  annas  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas.  3)  ecdula  de  idcntificacibn  militar  do  los  Esiados  Unidos  con  foio  del  voiauie,  b>  ccnificndo  dc  ciudadnnia  dc  los  Estados  Umdos  con  foto 
del  volantc;  o  7)  pasaportc  dc  los  Estados  Umdos  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  accplablc  dc  idcntificacibn  con  folograna  y  que  no  pueden 
raironnblcRicnlc  obtener  una,  pueden  presenlar  una  forma  dc  idcniificacion  adicional  (un.t  lista  compicia  csta  disponible  cn  vwvw.volclexas  gos )  y 
lienor  una  Dcclomcibn  dc  [mpcdimcnio  Ra/onable  pare  voiarcn  persona.  Votantes  con  discapaeidadcs.  objccioiics  religiosas  a  scr  folografiMos,  y 
aquellos  afcclados  por  cicrtos  desastres  naturplcs  tainbicn  pueden  calificnr  para  oiras  cxccpcioncs  Es  iin  dclilo  cnniinal  Iiaccr  una  dcclaraeibn  falsa 
de  fomia  coiiscicntc  e  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaraeibn  dc  Impcdimento  Ro.'xinablc  o  hacerse  pasar  por  oira  persona  de  foima  conscicnic  y  votar  o 
inicnt.ir  votar conio  la]  persona 

Si  sc  mudadciiuodcsucondado.osi  alguiia  iiiroiiiiacibncncstcccniUcadocainbiaucsiacoitcciaLcuitijaiainfbiitiacibitciiclcspaciupropoictoiudo, 

finiic  abajo.  y  dcvuciva  csic  ccrtificado  al  regisirador  de  \0(nntes  Si  sc  muda  a  iin  nuevo  condado.  (ftflHTn  volvcr  a  rvgislrarsc  al  compiciar  y 

proporcionarunn  mieva  solicilud  dc  rcgislro  dc  votantc  a  su  nuevo  condado  Usted  rccibira  un  nuct  o  ccrtificado  para  coda  acluali/acibn  csciita  o 

soheilud  dc  registro  complctada  y  cnxiada.  asi  cotno  cada  dos  afios.  siempre  y  cuando  su  rcgistro  de  votantc  no  sea  cnncclado  por  ley 

Por  fiivor  tisiieuw  tv«votcic\:is.t:ov  o  cumtinhiuesucon  sn  rcgisiriidor  dc  volmiies  |i!iru  obtener  mfomiucion  aiilclDnal  y  accunli/aila.sobre 

los  rcqiilsltos  dcHieiitlficncidndcvoiiintcs.iflcluycndo  unii  listn  compicia  de  idetiiincncion  iKcptableo  piirn  olitciieruniisDlicituii  dc  registro 

ilevotiintcs. 


I  allirin  Ihcchaniics  mmlc  in  ihe  left  nrv  correct. 

Afiniio  <;ue  los  canibtos  hcchos  al  bilo  i/cliiicnlo  esUn  eorrcclos 

X _ 

Sianalure  uf  Voter  tFmiu  Jd  soianie} 


Voter  identlfieaiion  requirements  am  under  court  rev  tew  and  may  change.  Voters  w  ho  possess  one  of  the  follow  ing  forms  of  photo  idcntificaiion 
that  is  not  expired  men:  than  4  years  must  show  it  to  vote  in  person:  1 )  Texas  dnver  license.  2)  Texas  election  identification  ccitiricalc.  3}  Texas 
persona)  identification  card,  4)  Texas  handgun  license.  5}  U  S.  military'  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo,  6)  U  S.  cili/ensliipcctlincaic  containing 
the  voter's  photo,  or  7}  US  passport.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  identification  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one.  may 
show  a  supporting  form  of  idcntificaiion  <a  complete  list  is  available  at  wxvvv  votetexasgov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  to 
vole  in  person.  Voters  with  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  affceied  by  certain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  exceptions  It  is  a  criminal  offense  to  intentionally  and  knowingly  make  a  false  statement  on  a  Reasonable  Impcdmieiit  Declaration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  votcor  ailcmpt  to  vote  as  that  person. 

If  you  move  wiilun  your  county,  or  if  any  infoimation  on  ihiscciliricato  changes  or  is  incorrect,  concet  the  infoniiaiion  in  the  space  provided,  sign 
below,  and  return  thisccniricalctolhc  voter  registrar.  Ifyou  move  toaiievv  countv.  vou  must  rc«rcaistcrbv  coniplcling  and  providing  a  new  voter 
registration  application  to  yournew  county  You  will  receive  a  new  ccnificatc  forcach  w  hiten  updaicor  completed  registration  application  submitted, 
as  well  as  every  two  y  ears  as  long  as  your  voter  registration  is  not  cancelled  by  law 

Please  visit  vvww.Yolelcsns.^ov  or  cuntaci  your  voter  resist  fur  for  udilitioniil  and  u|idulcd  information  on  voter  ID  requirements,  inchidin;' 
a  complete  list  of  acreptaiilesupiiurtin;*  identification  or  to  ubtain  u  voter  repstration  apriHeatian. 

Los  rcqiiisitos  de  idcniificacibn  para  votantes  esibn  bajo  rev  ision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Votantes  que  poscen  una  de  las  siguientes  formas 
dc  idcniificacion  con  foiagraHa  que  no  haya  expirado  liacc  mas  dc  4  aiios.  deben  prcseniarlo  para  votar  cn  persona  I)  liccneia  dc  conducir  dc 
Texas,  2)  ccrtificado  dc  idcniificacion  electoral  dc  Texas;  3)  lagcla  dc  idcniificacion  pcisonal  dc  Texas.  4)  liccneia  para  portar  amios  de  fuego  dc 
Texas:  5)  ecdula  dc  idcniificacion  militar  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto  del  votantc.  6)  ccrtificado  dc  ciudadania  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  votantc.  o  7)  pasapone  de  los  Esiados  Unidos  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  accptabic  dc  identificacion  con  foiogmfia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/onabicmente  obtener  una,  pueden  presenter  una  fonna  dc  idcniificacion  adicional  {una  lislacomplcLa  csla  disponible  cn  w-ww.v  olclcxas  gOv  ]  y 
licnar  una  Dcclaraeibn  dc  Inipodinicnto  Ra/onablc  para  votar  cn  persona.  Votantes  con  discapacidades.objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  scr  foiogralli^os.  y 
aquellos  afeetados  por  cicrtos  dcsnstnis  n.Aiuralcs  lambicn  pueden  ealificar  para  oiras  cxccpcioncs  Es  un  dclilo  cnminal  haccr  una  dcclaraeibn  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicnic  c  intcncional  cn  una  Dcclaraeibn  dc  Inipcdinicnto  Ra/onabic  o  hacerse  pasar  por  oira  persona  dc  forma  conscicnic  y  votar  o 
intcnlar  votar  conio  tal  persona. 

Siscmudadcnirodesucondado.osialgunamfonn3ci6itcncstcccninc3docanibiaocsincQrrccta.corrija!ainrorTnacibncnclcspaciopropoicionado. 
fimic  abajo,  y  dcvuclvaestc  ccrtificado  al  registrador  dc  votantes  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuevo  condado,  doherb  volvcr  a  legisirarsc  al  compictar  y 
proporcionar  una  nueva  solicitud  dc  rcgistro  de  votantc  a  su  nuev  o  condado.  Usted  rccibira  un  luicvo  ceitificado  para  cada  acluali/acibn  esenta  o 
soiicilud  dc  rcgistro  complctada  >  env  tada,  asi  como  cada  dos  ahos,  sicnipre  y  cuando  su  rcgislro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  ley. 

Por  favor  visile  vvw  vv.voictcxtis.sdv  o  cninunlqucsccon  .su  rcpisirador  dc  voiantcs  para  obtener  informneidn  luliciitniil  y  uctuali/ada  sobre 
to.s  rcquisilos  tie  identificacion  dc  va(unlc.s,inGluycndo  una  ILsta  camplcla  tie  Idcntificacibn  accptableo  para  obtener  una  .solicitud  dc  rettistro 
dc  votantes. 


1  anlrm  the  chans«v  nude  to  the  kft  arv  cvrrvcL 

Afimio  i^iic  losciirilbiovhccliip^al  kiJn  i/quti.’nli>csLincnira:U>!i 

X _ 

Sipaaturv  of  Vutcr  (Finnadel  vcitaiiwi 


Voter  tdeniifieaiion  rcquifemcnis  are  under  court  rev  icw  and  may  change  Voters  who  possess  one  of  the  following  forms  of  photo  idcntificaiion 
that  is  not  expired  more  than  4  years  must  show  it  to  vote  in  person:  1 )  Texas  driver  license;  2)  Texas  election  idcntificaiion  certificate;  3)  Texas 
personal  idcntificniion  card;  4)  Tex  as  handgun  license.  5)U  S  niilitaiy  ID  card  containing  the  voter's  photo.  6)  US-Citi/cnship  certificate  containing 
the  voter's  photo:  or  7)  US  passport.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  an  'acceptable  form  of  photo  idcnlificalion  and  cannot  mosonably  obtain  one,  may 
sliovv  a  suppoiling  foiin  of  idcnlillealion  (a  complete  list  is  available  at  wvvw  v  oiclcsiis  gov)  and  execute  a  Reasonable  liiipcdinicnt  Dccloralion  to 
vote  in  person.  Voters  uuh  disabilities,  religious  objections  to  being  photographed,  and  those  aiTcctcd  by  certain  natural  disasters,  may  also  qualify 
for  other  c.xceplions.  (I  is  a  criminal  offense  to  intentionally  and  knovvingh  make  a  false  slalenicnt  on  a  Reasonable  Inipediincni  Dcckvration  or 
knowingly  impersonate  another  person  and  vote  or  attempt  to  vote  as  that  person. 

Ifyou  move  within  voureouniv.orifany  infomialion  on  this  ccnificatc  changes  or  ts  incorrect,  correct  the  infoimaiion  m  the  space  provided,  sign 
bclow.andrcium  this  certificate  to  the  voter  registrar  Ifyou  move  to  o  new  eounlv.  vou  pqivt  rc-rcgistcr  bv  completing  and  providing  anew  voter 
registration  application  to  yournew  county  You  will  rcccivea  new- ccrttficaie  for  each  wriucnupdatcorcoiiipictcdrcgisiraiionapplicntionsubmiiicd. 
as  well  as  every  two  y  ears  as  long  as  your  voter  registmlion  is  not  eancclled  by  law 

Please  visit  vvw-w.volelcxiwi.pov  orcontuct  your  voter  registrar  for  additional  and  updated  information  on  voter  ID  ruiiuirenients.includmp 
a  complete  liM  of  acccptahlc  supporting  identification  or  to  obtain  »  voter  registration  application. 

Los  rcquisilos  dc  idcntificacibn  para  votantes  eStan  bajo  revision  judicial  y  pueden  cambiar  Votantes  que  poscen  una  dc  las  siguicntcs  formas 
dc  idcntificacibn  con  fotografia  que  no  haya  expirado  hacc  mas  dc  4  anos.  dcbca  prcseniarlo  para  voter  cn  persona:  1)  liccneia  dc  eonducirdc 
Texas.  2)  ccrtificado  de  idcniificacibn  electoral  dc  Tcx.vs,  3)  tarjeta  dc  idcniificacibn  personal  dc  Texas;  4)  liccneia  para  portar  annas  dc  fuego  dc 
Texas:  5)  ecdula  dc  idcntificacibn  mililnr  dc  los  Estados  Umdos  con  foto  del  votantc;  b)  ccrtificado  de  ciudadania  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  con  foto 
del  votantc.  o  7)  pasapone  dclos  Esiados  Unidos.  Votantes  que  no  poscen  una  forma  accptabic  de  idenitficacibn  con  fotografia  y  que  no  pueden 
ra/xmablcmcnlc  obtener  una.  pucdai  presenlar  una  forma  dc  idcntificacibn  adicional  (una  lista  compicia  csla  disponible  cn  wxvvv.votclcxas  gov)  y 
licnar  una  Dcclaraeibn  dc  inipcdimcnlo  Ra/onablc  para  votar  cn  pcrsoni  Votantes  con  discapaeidadcs.  objccioncs  rcligiosas  a  scr  fotografi^os,  y 
aquellos  afcclados  porcicrios  desastres  natii rales  lambicn  pueden  ealificar  para  otras  cxccpcioncs  Esun  dclilo  cnminal  haccr  una  dcclaraeibn  falsa 
dc  forma  conscicnic  c  intcacional  en  una  Dcclaraeibn  dc  Impcdimento  Ra/onabic  o  hacerse  pasar  por  oira  persona  dc  fomia  conscicntc  v  votar  o 
intcnlar  volar  como  lal  persona 

Si  scmudadcnlrodc  sucondado.osi  alguna  infoimacibiiencsieccrtiricadocambiaocsincorrecia,comjalainrormacibncnclcspaciopropoieionado, 
fintie  abajo,  y  devuciva  csie  ccrtificado  al  registrador  dc  votantes  Si  sc  muda  a  un  nuevo  condado,  ilchern  volvcr  a  regisirarse  al  compiciar  y 
proporcionar  una  nueva  soiicilud  de  rcgistro  dc  v  oianie  n  su  nuevo  condado  Listed  rccibira  un  nuevo  ccrtificado  para  coda  aeiuali/acibn  cscrila  o 
solicitud  dc  rcgislro  complctada  y  enviada.  asi  como  cada  dos  anos,  siemprey  cuando  su  rcgistro  dc  votantc  no  sea  cancclado  por  ley 
Por  favor  visile  vvwvv.voletcins.('ov  o  coniuntqucse  con  su  rcgistrmlor  tie  votantes  iiura  ohiener  informsicibn  siilicioniil  y  uc(uu)i/ad:t  sobre 
tos  requisites  dc  iilcniiliciieibn  tic  votantes,  incluyenilo  u  nil  lislii  eompictu  dc  idcnlincacibn  ticeptuhle  u  pura  ohiener  unst  soliciluil  ilc  rcgistro 
dc  votantes. 


I  utlirm  Ihcchungcv  m-Jilc  m  the  left  ere  correct. 

Afimio  quo  le.v  canibios  hcelies  al  tado  i/qiltcido  c^Liii  ciurectox. 

X _ 

S  Isna  lu  re  of  Voter  ( Kimia  del  voiuRicy 


I 

I 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 


Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
September  26, 2017 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  November  7, 201 7  Constitutional 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7, 2017 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting  returns 
via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that 
will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While 
we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so  that  our  office  will 
be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  information,  please  go  to  this  website  and  follow  the  instructions  below: 

1)  Log  onto  this  site  and  enter  your  county  name  and  enter  the  password: 
EMCSreportl(^ 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 


Provide  a  permanent  password  {must  be  at  least  1 0  characters)  -  this  is  the  password  you  will  use 
to  conduct  data  entry  testing  and  report  your  totals  on  election  night. 

•  New  Password  cannot  be  same  as  Cuirent  Password 

•  Password  should  be  at  least  10  characters.  If  it  is  less  than  15  characters,  the  following  rules  apply 

o  Password  should  not  contain  space 
o  Password  needs  an  upper  case 

o  Password  needs  a  lowercase 

o  Password  needs  a  number 

o  Password  needs  a  special  character 

•  Password  longer  than  1 5  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences.  ‘This  is  an 
example  password’  is  a  valid  password 
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Once  you  are  in  the  website  click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2017  Constitutional 
Amendment  Election 


Then  click  on  the  “Edit”  button  at  the  far  right 


Election  Management  and  Certification  System 


Election  Coantj*  List 

Home  I  Logout:  EXAMPLE 


-Search  By 


Count)'  Name  i 

Top  Six  Rank  [ _ | 

Contact  Complete  j  -seleet- 
{  Search  j  j  Clear  ] 


-2017  Constitutional  Amendment  Election:  Counties  (254  counties  found)- 


Update  the  total  number  of  precincts  +  1  precinct  for  early  voting  (Report  the  number  of 
precincts  reporting  -  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total  number  of 
precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Precincts 


123 


Or  if  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP)  please  enter 
the  number  of  Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county.  That  number  plus  one  for 
early  voting  will  be  the  number  of  “precincts”  reported  to  our  office  on  election  night.  (You 
will  still  need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  which  we  will  ask 
for  after  election  night.) 
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♦  Please  plaee  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in 
your  county  on  election  night. 

Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  O  Optical  Scan  O  Automark  □  DRE  O 

•  Update  or  Delete  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt 
Contact. 


•  NOTE:  Enter  the  requested  data  without  using  commas,  dashes,  etc. 

•  When  complete,  click  “Update”  to  save  the  changes.  i 

•  Log  off 

If  any  of  the  information  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri 

O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date, 
and  will  include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or 
Louri  O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1 .800.252.2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  September  27,  2017  4:17  PM 

To:  Louri  O'Leary 

Subject:  MASS  E-MAIL  ADVISORY  (County  Judges/CC/EA-925)  Constitutional  Amendment 

Election  to  be  held  on  November  7,  2017  CORRECTION 
Attachments:  Election  Duties  Memo  Revised  FINALpdf 


Dear  County  Judges, 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  there  were  errors  as  to  the  description  of  canvassing  in  the  Elections  Duties  Memo  you 
were  sent  on  August  16,  2017,  as  the  description  did  not  reflect  changes  made  by  HB  929  (85^**  Regular  Session),  which 
became  effective  on  September  1,  2017.  The  other  portions  of  the  memo  are  unaffected  by  these  changes. 

We  have  attached  a  corrected  memorandum  with  the  changes  identified  in  red.  For  ease  of  reference,  the  paragraph 
relating  to  canvassing  now  provides  that  canvassing  may  occur  no  earlier  than  Friday,  November  10,  not  Wednesday, 
November  15.  It  also  now  provides  that  the  canvass  cannot  take  place  prior  to  the  reconvening  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  to  count  any  late  ballots  arriving  from  military  voters  using  the  FPCAorfrom  outside  the  United  States,  and  to  count 
provisional  ballots,  not  Just  prior  to  the  reconvening  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  late  ballots  arriving 
from  outside  the  United  States  or  to  count  provisional  ballots. 

Thank  you,  Louri 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 
T;  800.252.  8683  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
D:  512.463.3204  0  F;  512.475.2811 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO:  County  Judges 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  August  1 6,  20 1 7  [CORRECTED  September  27,  20 1 7] 

RE:  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  Duties  [CORRECTED  MEMORANDUM] 


Enclosed  is  the  Governor's  Proclamation  ordering  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  be 
held  on  November  7, 2017. 

You  are  required  to  give  notice  of  this  election  by  any  one  of  the  following  methods: 

(1)  by  publishing  the  notice  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the  county  between 
Sunday,  October  8, 2017  and  Saturday,  October  28, 2017; 

(2)  by  posting  a  copy  of  the  notice  at  a  public  place  in  each  election  precinct  on  or 
before  Tuesday,  October  17,  2017;  or 

G)  by  mailing  the  notice  to  each  registered  voter  in  the  county  no  later  than  Mondav. 
October  30, 20 17. 

This  notice  must  include: 

( 1 )  The  type  and  date  of  the  election; 

(2)  The  location  of  each  polling  place; 

(3)  The  hours  the  polls  will  be  open; 

(4)  The  location  of  the  main  early  voting  polling  place; 

(5)  The  regular  dates  and  hours  for  early  voting  by  personal  appearance; 

(6)  The  dates  and  hours  of  any  Saturday  or  Sunday  early  voting,  if  any;  and 

(7)  The  early  voting  clerk’s  mailing  address. 

In  addition  to  the  method  of  giving  notice  stated  above,  you  must  also  post  a  notice  of  the  election 
on  the  bulletin  board  used  for  posting  open  meetings  and  notices  of  commissioners  court  meetings 
no  later  than  Tuesday,  October  17,  2017.  You  will  need  to  add  the  following  language  to  the  notice 
form  after  “for  voting  in  a  special  election  to”  (and  after  ‘''para  votar  en  la  la  Eleccion  Especial 
para”) 

“adopt  or  reject  the  proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  as  submitted  by  the  85'*’ 
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  of  the  State  of  Texas.”  (“adoptar  o  rechazar  las  enmiendas  a  la 
constihicion propuestas  tal  como  fiteron  presentadas por  la  85" Legislatiira  Sesidn  Regular  del 
Estado  de  Texas”.) 
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Link  for  the  form  is:  http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/l-8f.pdf 


For  each  precinct  that  is  combined  to  form  a  consolidated  precinct  under  Section  42.008  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code,  not  later  than  Monday,  October  30,  2017,  you  shall  also  post  at  the  polling 
place  used  in  the  preceding  general  election  notice  of  the  precinct's  consolidation  and  the 
location  of  the  polling  place  in  the  consolidated  precinct. 

You  are  also  responsible  for  sending  to  each  election  judge  a  writ  of  election,  which  is  notice  to  the 
judge  of  his/her  duty  to  hold  the  election  on  November  7,  2017.  The  writ  must  be  sent  no  later  than 
Monday,  October  23,  2017.  The  link  to  a  sample  of  that  form  is: 

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/4-12f.pdf.  In  the  space  for  the  “Nature  of 
Election,”  we  recommend  the  following  verbiage: 

“To  adopt  or  reject  the  proposed  Constitutional  Amendments  as  submitted  by  the  85^’’ 
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  of  the  State  of  Texas” 


Due  to  the  changes  brought  about  by  HB  929  (85*  Regular  Session),  the  commissioners  court  must 
canvass  the  constitutional  amendment  election  no  earlier  than  Friday,  November  10  and  no  later 
than  Monday,  November  20,  2017.  The  canvass  cannot  take  place  prior  to  the  reconvening  of  the 
early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  late  ballots  arriving  from  military  voters  using  the  FPCA  or 
from  outside  the  United  States,  and  to  count  provisional  ballots.  Note  that  the  officially  canvassed 
returns  for  the  state  constitutional  amendment  election  must  be  delivered  by  the  county 
election  officer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  24  hours  of  the  canvass. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the  constitutional  amendment  election,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:LO 

Enclosure:  Governor's  Proclamation 
CC:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators 
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Alejo^JRios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  September  29,  2017  10:48  AM 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
(REMINDER) 

ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  Nov  7  2017.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


Good  Morning, 

As  a  reminder,  all  contact  infonnation  in  EMCS  must  be  updated  by  close  of  business  Monday,  October  3. 

The  memo  and  instructions  regarding  the  update  are  attached  for  your  convenience.  Should  you  need  assistance 
or  have  questions,  please  email  Andria  or  Louri.  You  may  also  contact  us  by  calling  1 .800.252.221 6. 

We  certainly  appreciate  and  thank  those  who  have  completed  the  update! 


Thank  you  kindly, 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

./I 

VaTETEXIIS.GOV 

powEKS  w  itff  rests  stcmmumn  | 

'■tj 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  https://twitter.eom/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Tuesday,  September  26,  2017  11:29  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <ElcctionsPsos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/VA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Importance;  High 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7, 201 7 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting  returns  via  the 
Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel  authorized  to  report 
your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day 
and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is 
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imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an 
emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  infonnation,  please  follow  the  instructions  in  the  attachment. 

If  any  of  the  infonnation  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night  immediately  contact  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  die  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date,  and  will 
include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-fi'ee  at  1 .800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

WOTETEXaS.GOV':> 

pawEREo  BYTHE  imsmREmmmmn  | 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31. 004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Aiexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  October  02,  2017  9:36  AM 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
(REMINDER) 

ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  Nov  7  2017.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


Today  is  the  last  day. 

Login  into  EMCS  to  update  your  contact  information  before  COB  TODAY! ! 
The  memo  and  instructions  are  attached  for  your  convenience.  If  you  have  any  questions,  email 
Andna  or  Louri,  or  call  us  at  1.800.252.2216. 

Thank  you  to  all  who  have  updated  their  information!  I 


Have  a  great  Monday. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  —  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

VOTETEXflS.GOV  b 

fmiKsstmrimsttKimmmn  i 

V 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  September  29,  2017  10:46  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(S)sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  (REMINDER) 

Importance:  High 

Good  Morning, 

As  a  reminder,  all  contact  information  in  EMCS  must  be  updated  by  close  of  business  Monday,  October  2. 
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The  memo  and  instructions  regarding  the  update  are  attached  for  your  convenience.  Should  you  need  assistance 
or  have  questions,  please  email  Andria  or  Louri.  You  may  also  contact  us  by  calling  1.800.252.2216. 

We  certainly  appreciate  and  thank  those  who  have  completed  the  update! 


Thank  you  kindly. 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Adininistration  -  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥OTETEKHS.GOV  A 

URL:  www.50s.state.tx.us/eiections 
Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.conn/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Tuesday,  September  26,  2017  11:29  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/VA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Importance:  High 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7, 2017 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Adthough  you  will  be  reporting  returns  via  the 
Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel  authorized  to  report 
your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day 
and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  ni^t.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is 
imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an 
emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  2,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  infonnation,  please  follow  die  instructions  in  the  attachment. 

If  any  of  the  infomiation  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date,  and  will 
include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1 .800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
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800-252-VOTE(8683) 

wwvv,  SOS,  state,  tx.us/elections /index. shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEHfiS.CO¥> 

PPWEREDBVTHE  TEXAS  SESRETARY  OF  STATE  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 

Elections  Division  Phone:512-463-5650 

P.O.  Box  12060  Fax:  512-475-2811 

Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060  ^^3  Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

www.sos.texas.gov  /  (800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

www.votetexas.gov 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  September  26, 20 1 7 

RE:  Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  November  7, 201 7  Constitutional 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7,  201 7 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting  returns 
via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that 
will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While 
we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will 
be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  information,  please  go  to  this  website  and  follow  the  instructions  below: 

1)  Log  onto  this  site  and  enter  your  county  name  and  enter  the  password: 
EMCSreportl(@ 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 


i 


Provide  a  permanent  password  i^miist  be  at  least  1 0  characters)  -  this  is  the  password  you  will  use 
to  conduct  data  entry  testing  arid  report  your  totals  on  election  night. 

•  New  Password  cannot  be  same  as  Current  Password 

•  Password  should  be  at  least  10  characters.  If  it  is  less  than  15  characters,  the  following  rules  apply 

o  Password  should  not  contain  space 
o  Password  needs  an  upper  case 
o  Password  needs  a  lowercase 
o  Password  needs  a  number 

o  Password  needs  a  special  character  !@#$%’''&*_+=?/~';:,o|\ 

•  Password  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences.  ‘This  is  an 
example  password’  is  a  valid  password 
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Once  you  are  in  the  website  click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2017  Constitutional 
Amendment  Election 


Elation  Lwt 

Room  j  Lee 

le; 

StarckBy 

£lcctuKi 

rsMrdiir5si 


Search  RmwU«  - 


Ekclion  MniiascineiJt  and  Certification  System 


i  CONSTITUTIONAL 


V  {<<«  >S>>s 


Then  click  on  the  “Edit”  button  at  the  far  right 


Election  Manageiiieiit  and  Ceitificatioii  System 


Election  Countj’  List 

Home  I  Logout:  EXAMPLE 


-Search  By- 


Counu'  Name  | 

Top  Six  Rank  [] | 

Contact  Complete  l-select- 
I  Search  |  j  cieaf  j 


—2017  Constitutional  Amendment  Election:  Counties  (254  counties  found)- 


I  Count} 

SANDERSON 

.  ...  v:::  :| 

N  :  . 

I  i 

Update  the  total  number  of  precincts  +  1  precinct  for  early  voting  (Report  the  number  of 
precincts  reporting  -  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total  number  of 
precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Piwincts 

123  . . 


Or  if  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP)  please  enter 
the  number  of  Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county.  That  number  plus  one  for 
early  voting  will  be  the  number  of  “precincts”  reported  to  our  office  on  election  night.  (You 
will  still  need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  which  we  will  ask 
for  after  election  night.) 
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•  Please  place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in 
your  county  on  election  night. 

Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  O  Optical  Scan  O  Antomark  O  DRE  O 

•  Update  or  Delete  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt 
Contact. 

—County  Election  Official: - 


Name: 

CotUacl  Phone; 

i  Cell  Phone; 

Home  Phone: 

i '  Delete  '  j 

. .  j 

Name: 

Contact  Phone; 

Horae  Phone; 

;  Deiele  S  i 

Name; 

Contact  Phone: 

Home  Phone: 

. . . .  i 

•  NOTE:  Enter  the  requested  data  without  using  commas,  dashes,  etc. 

•  When  complete,  click  “Update”  to  save  the  changes,  j  Update  | 

•  Log  off 

If  any  of  the  information  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri 

O’Leaty  or  Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date, 
and  will  include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or 
Louri  O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1.800.252.2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Andria  Perales  <APerales@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  October  03,  2017  9:22  AM 
Lour!  O'Leary 

REMINDER  -  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information 
Request  (REMINDER) 

ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  Nov  7  2017.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


Good  Morning, 

It  is  imperative  that  your  contact  information  is  updated  as  quickly  as  possible.  Please  login  into  EMCS  and 

Update  your  contact  information  ASAP.  EMCS  will  be  brought  down  off  and  on  over  the  next 
several  weeks  for  stress  testing,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  access  your  information. 

Contact  Andria  or  Louri  at  1.800.252.2216  if  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance. 


Thank  you, 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥OTETEXAS.GOtr*> 

»«*«a(wn4f  umnmt/ufmmmr  ? 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  https://twitter.eom/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Monday,  October  02,  2017  9:35  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Eloction5(asos.toxas.eov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  (REMINDER) 
Importance:  High 


Today  is  the  last  day. 

Login  into  EMCS  to  update  your  contact  information  before  COB  TODAY! ! 

The  memo  and  instructions  are  attached  for  your  convenience.  If  you  have  any  questions,  email 
Andria  or  Louri.  or  call  us  at  1.800.252.2216. 
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Thank  you  to  all  who  have  updated  their  information! ! 


Have  a  great  Monday. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

X 

¥QTETEKflS.GOV 

m  m.  rms  mm  ? 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/eiectio ns 
Twitter  -  https://twitter.eom/#i/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  September  29,  2017  10:46  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(5)sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  (REMINDER) 

Importance:  High 

Good  Morning, 

As  a  reminder,  all  contaet  infonnation  in  EMCS  must  be  updated  by  close  of  business  Monday,  October  2. 

The  memo  and  instructions  regarding  the  update  are  attached  for  your  convenience.  Should  you  need  assistance 
or  have  questions,  please  email  Andria  or  Louri.  You  may  also  contact  us  by  calling  1.800.252.2216. 

We  certainly  appreciate  and  thank  those  who  have  completed  the  update! 


Thank  you  kindly, 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥OTETEKaS.GO¥ 

tmM'ammnmMtmimMtrnt  | 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/electio ns 
Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Tuesday,  September  26,  2017  11:29  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(5)sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/VA-651)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Importance:  High 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7, 2017 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Althougli  you  will  be  reporting  returns  via  the 
Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel  authorized  to  report 
your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day 
and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is 
imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an 
emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  2,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  infonnation,  please  follow  the  instructions  in  the  attachment. 

If  any  of  the  infonnation  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instmctions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  hitemet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date,  and  will 
include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or  Louri  O’Leary  or 
Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1.800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  SOS,  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


VOflTEXfiS.GOV : 

POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS SECHETmY OF STMf  I 


Thp  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Te.xas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division  Phone;  512-463-5650 

P.O.  Box  1 2060  #"4^-  "V Fax:  512-475-28 1 1 

Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060  Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

www.sos.texas.gov  \  /  (800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

www.votetexas.gov 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 


Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
September  26, 2017 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  November  7, 201 7  Constitutional 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7,  20 1 7 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting  returns 
via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that 
will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While 
we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will 
be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  information,  please  go  to  this  website  and  follow  the  instructions  below: 

1)  Log  onto  this  site  and  enter  your  county  name  and  enter  the  password: 
E|ic|n^ortl;(^ 

https://enr.sos.state.tK.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 


Provide  a  permanent  password  {must  be  at  least  10  characters)  -  this  is  the  password  you  will  use 
to  conduct  data  entry  testing  and  report  your  totals  on  election  night. 

•  New  Password  cannot  be  same  as  Current  Password 

•  Password  should  be  at  least  10  characters.  If  it  is  less  than  15  characters,  the  following  rules  apply 

o  Password  should  not  contain  space 
o  Password  needs  an  upper  case 

o  Password  needs  a  lowercase 

o  Password  needs  a  number 

o  Password  needs  a  special  character 

•  Password  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences.  ‘This  is  an 
example  password’  is  a  valid  password 
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•  Once  you  are  in  the  website  click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2017  Constitutional 
Amendment  Election 


Election  Mniiagcmcnt  and  Cerlification  Sy&ieni 


Home  I  Lo«OBt:  EXAMPLE 


SvattbBy 
Election  X&me 


i  'I 

•  Sfarcii  RmuIk  . . 


i  UkIioiiVmw 

7  i  Lcl..l  1  T.,  «iT  , 

■  1 

•Arno.,  1 

I'  20i?  CoftsitfuiiMut  AtiMndmetii 

I  2017.11^ 

:  N  i  CON*STITUnoyAL 

■  \  f  Own^  i  i  : 

?<  «■  c  >•  >> 


•  Then  click  on  the  “Edit”  button  at  the  far  right 


_ Election  Management  and  Certification  System 

Election  Countj'  List 

Home  I  Logout:  EXAMPLE 


-Search  Bv- 


1 


County  Name  j 

Top  Six  Rank  i _ 

Contact  Complete  |  -select-  [ 
I  Search  I  \  cieaT^ 


-2017  Constitutional  Amendment  Election:  Counties  (254  counties  found)- 


e 

Precincts  i  Contact  Complete 

Ac 

ohs 

1  ANDERSON 

1 

1 

■  ^  In 

[Editl  : 

•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts  +  1  precinct  for  early  voting  (Report  the  number  of 
precincts  reporting  -  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total  number  of 
precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Precincts 
:23 . 


Or  if  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP)  please  enter 
the  number  of  Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county.  That  number  plus  one  for 
early  voting  will  be  the  number  of  “precincts”  reported  to  our  office  on  election  night.  (You 
will  still  need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  which  we  will  ask 
for  after  election  night.) 
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•  Please  place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in 
your  county  on  election  night. 

Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  CJ  Optical  Scan  0  AntomarkO  DREO 

•  Update  or  Delete  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt 
Contact. 

—County  Election  OiTicinI: - 


N;une: 

i  Contact  Phone; 

!  Cell  Phone: 

^  Home  Phone: 

I  . . . . ! 

\ :  Delete  :  i 

Name: 

Contact  Phone: 

Home  Phone: 

.  .  . . . . 

' 

. . .  '  '  ■ 

i  Name; 

Contact  Phone: 

Home  Phone; 

•  NOTE:  Enter  the  requested  data  without  using  commas,  dashes,  etc. 

•  When  complete,  click  “Update”  to  save  the  changes,  i  Update  J 

•  Log  off 

If  any  of  the  information  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri 

O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date, 
and  will  include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or 
Louri  O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1.800.252.2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  October  06,  2017  8:03  AM 

To:  VRTeam 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {VR/EA-658}  -  Voter  registration  deadline  memorandum 

Attachments:  VR  Application  Sample  Notification.pdf;  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off 

Dates.pdf 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  October  6, 201 7 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Tuesday,  October  10,  2017  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming 
November  Election.  With  the  201 1  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not 
postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended 
order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be 
timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompan3dng  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  die  dote  recei’'’'ed  bv  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  fi-om  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  October  10th  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  fi-om  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is 
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no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 


Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  infonnation  or  need  additional  infonnation,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

KI:BS 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 


‘  I 


Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
September  26,  2017 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Infonnation  for  the  November  7, 2017  Constitutional 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  November  7, 2017 
Constitutional  Amendment  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting  returns 
via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that 
will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While 
we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so  that  our  office  will 
be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3,  at  9am. 

To  update  your  county  information,  please  go  to  this  website  and  follow  the  instructions  below: 

1 )  Log  onto  this  site  and  enter  your  county  name  and  enter  the  password: 
EMCSreportl(^ 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 


Provide  a  permanent  password  {must  be  at  least  1 0  characters')  —  this  is  the  password  you  will  use 
to  conduct  data  entry  testing  and  report  your  totals  on  election  night. 

•  New  Password  cannot  be  same  as  Current  Password 

•  Password  should  be  at  least  10  characters.  If  it  is  less  than  15  characters,  the  following  rules  apply 

o  Password  should  not  contain  space 
o  Password  needs  an  upper  case 
o  Password  needs  a  lowercase 

o  Password  needs  a  number 

o  Password  needs  a  special  character !  ;:,ol\ 

•  Password  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences.  ‘This  is  an 
example  password’  is  a  valid  password 
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•  Once  you  are  in  the  website  click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2017  Constitutional 
Amendment  Election 


Election  Management  anti  Certification  System 


Svarcb  By 
Eketton  Name 
r  Swth"]  [  ciiw~] 


r  Search  RMwht — - 


<«<<,  >»si 


•  Then  click  on  the  “Edit”  button  at  the  far  right 


Election  Management  and  Certification  System 


Election  Conntj’  List 

Home  I  Logout:  EXAMPLE 


•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts  +  1  precinct  for  early  voting  (Report  the  number  of 
precincts  reporting  -  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total  number  of 
precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Precincts 

;23''’  . 


Or  if  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP)  please  enter 
the  number  of  Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county.  That  number  plus  one  for 
early  voting  will  be  the  number  of  “precincts”  reported  to  our  office  on  election  night.  (You 
will  still  need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  which  we  will  ask 
for  after  election  night.) 
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•  Please  place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in 
your  county  on  election  night. 

Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  □  Optical  Scan  O  Automark  □  DRE  O 

•  Update  or  Delete  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt 
Contact. 

—County  Election  Official: - 


: 

i  Name: 

Contact  Phone:  1  Cell  Phone: 

1  Home  Phone: 

. . .  i 

;  Delete  i  | 

I 

.......  _ J 

Name; 

Contact  Phone;  i 

Home  Phone: 

1 .  Delete  : 

1 

Najue: 

Contact  Phone;  i 

Home  Phone: 

j  j  Delete  ,  ! 

1 

•  NOTE:  Enter  the  requested  data  without  using  commas,  dashes,  etc. 


•  When  complete,  click  “Update”  to  save  the  changes,  j  Update  j 

•  Log  off 

If  any  of  the  information  you  provided  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Louri 

O’Leaiy  or  Andria  Perales  in  the  Elections  Division. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  returns  via  the  Internet  will  be  sent  to  you  at  a  later  date, 
and  will  include  any  other  instructions  you  may  need.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  or 
Louri  O’Leary  or  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll-free  at  1 .800.252.2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  October  06,  2017  8:03  AM 

To:  VRTeam 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA-658)  -  Voter  registration  deadline  memorandum 

Attachments:  VR  Application  Sample  Notification.pdf;  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off 

Dates.pdf 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-CollectorsA^oter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  October  6,  2017 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Tuesday,  October  10,  2017  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming 
November  Election.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not 
postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended 
order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be 
timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

?.  Tf  n'^nc  of  the':e  exist  then  the  d'^tc  vecef  'ed  by  the  voter  rco’strer’e  office  '^hould  be  used. 

Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  fi’om  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  October  10th  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is 
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no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  he  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 


Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional  information,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

K1:BS 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


THE  ENCLOSED  VOTER  REGISTRATION 
APPLICATIONS  WITHOUT  POSTMARKS  CAME  TO 
OUR  OFFICE  IN  PACKAGES  WHICH  WERE 
POSTMARKED  ON  OR  BEFORE  OCTOBER  10,  2017. 
THE  VOTERS  ARE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  NOVEMBER 
7,  2017  ELECTION.  ANY  QUESTIONS  PLEASE 
CALL  LOUR!  O’LEARY  WITH  THE  ELECTIONS 
DIVISION  TOLL-FREE  AT  1-800-252-2216  OR 
EMAIL  LOLEARY@SOS.TEXAS.GOV 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P,0,  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-Coil  '  " '  '  Registrars 


From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 


Date:  October  6,  2017  \y 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Tuesday,  October  10,  2017  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the 
upcoming  November  Election.  With  the  201 1  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions 
where  USPS  is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we 
have  developed  a  recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or 
not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should 
they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter 
Registrars.  If  you  receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is 
after  the  deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or 
before  the  deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or 
letter  (sample  attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut¬ 
off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear  that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice 
is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible  for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the 
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MEMORANDUM  -  Page  2 


envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the  applications  were  received  by  us 
after  October  10th  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election,  regardless  of  what  the 
applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR 
applications  contained  in  the  envelope  should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same 
day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was 
sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the  applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional 
information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216, 
option  1. 

KI:BS 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <  Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  October  06,  2017  8:39  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/VR(904)-  voters  displaced  by  Harvey 


Hello  Everyone, 

We  have  posted  a  FAQ  in  English  and  Spanish  for  voters  who  have  been  displaced  by  Harvey.  Please  do  what  you  canto 
make  sure  this  information  gets  to  the  folks  who  need  it.  Thank  you.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  need  anything  from  us  as 
we  get  ready  for  early  voting  in  person  and  election  day. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 


POWERED  8V  THE  70aSSEe/?™syepgaiS  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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AlexjjMRios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  October  11,  2017  9:05  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/CSO(4131)-Voter  ID  advisory 


Hello  Everyone, 

This  is  a  reminder  that  the  District  Court’s  interim  remedy  is  in  place  for  elections  this  fall.  Please  see  the  below  advisory 
for  current  voter  ID  procedures.  As  an  additional  reminder,  we  would  like  for  you  to  send  to  us  scanned  copies  of  any 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations  submitted  by  voters  for  this  November's  election.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  any 
questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


./■t 
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PmmiD  BY imTmSSESRmRVBFSTATg  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  Intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


Election  Advisory  No.  201?-ld 

To:  Election  Officials 


From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

Date:  October  11,  2017 
RE:  Voter  Identification  Procedures 

On  August  10,  201 6,  a  federal  district  court  entered  an  order  (PDF)  changing  the  voter  identification  requirements  for  all 
elections  held  in  Texas.  This  order  is  currently  in  effect  for  the  November  7,  2017  election.  This  advisory  will  explain  the 
order’s  procedure  and  provide  answers  to  frequently  asked  questions 

Summary  of  the  Procedure 

Voters  who  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  for  voting  are  still  required  to  present  it  in  order  to  vote  in  person  in 
all  Texas  elections.  However,  the  acceptable  form  of  photo  identification  may  be  expired  up  to  four  years.  (Please 
remember  some  IDs,  including  U.S.  citizenship  certificates,  do  not  expire.) 

These  are  the  7  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID: 
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1.  Texas  driver  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety  (DPS) 

2.  Texas  Election  Identification  Certificate  issued  by  DPS 

3.  Texas  personal  identification  card  issued  by  DPS 

4.  Texas  license  to  carry  a  handgun  issued  by  DPS 

5.  United  States  military  identification  card  containing  the  person's  photograph 

6.  United  States  citizenship  certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph 

7.  United  States  passport 

Further,  voters  who  do  not  possess  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one,  may 
present  a  supporting  form  of  identification  of  the  voter  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  (in  English  (PDF)  or  Spanish  (PDF)),  noting  the  voter's  reasonable  impediment  to  obtaining  an  acceptable 
form  of  photo  identification,  stating  that  the  voter  is  the  same  person  who  personally  appeared  at  the  polling  place,  and 
stating  that  the  voter  is  casting  a  ballot  while  voting  in-person. 

These  are  the  7  forms  of  supporting  ID: 

1.  Valid  voter  registration  certificate 

2.  Certified  birth  certificate  (must  be  an  original) 

3.  Copy  of  or  original  current  utility  bill 

4.  Copy  of  or  original  bank  statement 

5.  Copy  of  or  original  government  check 

6.  Copy  of  or  original  paycheck 

7.  Copy  of  or  original  government  document  with  the  voter’s  name  and  an  address  (original  required  if  it  contains  a 
photograph) 

Examples  of  government  documents  include  driver’s  licenses  from  other  states,  ID  cards  issued  by  federally  recognized 
Native  American  tribes  (if  the  ID  card  contains  an  address),  DPS  Receipts  (without  a  photo),  expired  voter  registration 
certificates,  and  expired  Texas  DPS-issued  driver  licenses  or  personal  ID  cards  (over  4  years).  Government  documents 
do  NOT  include  Social  Security  cards  (no  address),  public  college  or  university  IDs  without  an  address,  state/federal 
employee  ID  cards  without  an  address,  or  library  cards  without  an  address.  The  address  on  the  government  document 
has  to  be  an  address  of  the  voter.  It  does  not  have  to  match  the  address  on  the  Official  List  of  Registered  Voters. 

Training  Polling  Place  Workers  and  Procedures  for  County  Election  Officials 
Preparing  the  Polling  Place 

The  election  officials  should  be  prepare  the  polling  place  as  usual;  however,  they  should  be  provided  with  the  following 
versions  of  the  following  forms: 

1.  Voter  Information  Poster  (Form  7-7);  This  (as  of  9/2016)  form  should  be  posted  in  both  English 
(PDF!  and  Spanish  (PDF)  in  a  prominent  location  at  each  polling  place. 

2.  Notice  of  Acceptable  Identification  Poster:  This  form  (as  of  9/2016)  should  be  posted  in  both  English 

(PDF)  and  Spanish  (PDF)  in  a  prominent  location  outside  of  each  polling  location  (available  in  three  sizes;  8.5x14 
sizes  are  linked;  other  sizes  are  available  here). 

Qualifying  the  Voter 

1.  The  poll  worker  should  ask  the  voter  whether  the  voter  possesses  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID,  and  if 
so,  to  present  that  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID. 

o  the  voter  presents  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  proceed  to  Step  2. 
o  ■  NOTE:  If  a  voter  has  continued  access  to  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but,  for  example,  forgets  to 
bring  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  to  the  polling  place  and/or  left  it,  for  example,  at  home  or  in  their 
car,  the  voter  still  possesses  the  acceptable  photo  ID  and  must  use  it  to  vote.  Accordingly,  ^the  voter 
states  that  they  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but  they  did  not  bring  it  to  the  polling  place,  the 
poll  worker  should  explain  that  the  voter  may  take  one  of  two  actions: 
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"  The  voter  may  leave  the  polling  place  and  return  with  their  acceptabie  form  of  photo  ID.  Once 
they  return  with  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  proceed  to  Step  2. 

«  The  voter  may  cast  a  provisional  ballot,  and  "cure”  by  appearing  at  the  county  voter  registrar’s 
office  within  6  calendar  days  of  election  day  and  presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  or  fill 
out  a  natural  disaster  affidavit  because  the  voter’s  acceptable  photo  ID  is  inaccessible  due  to 
certain  natural  disasters,  if  the  voter  casts  a  provisional  ballot  due  to  lack  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
the  procedures  for  casting  a  provisional  ballot  have  not  changed,  but  poll  worker  should  provide 
to  the  voter  an  updated  Notice  to  Provisional  Voter  (ID  Voter)  (Form  7-1 5c)  (as  of  08/2016), 
available  in  English  (PDF!  and  Spanish  (PDF). 

o  Jf  the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  ask  the 
voter  whether  the  voter  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID. 

■  If  the  voter  says  "yes”,  that  they  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  explain 

to  the  voter  that  the  voter  can  present  a  supporting  form  of  ID  and  execute  a  Reasonable 
impediment  Declaration  (in  English  PDF'!  or  Spanish  (PDFIt 

Note:  If  the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable 
form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  not  question  the  voter  as  to  why.  The  poll  worker  should 
simply  state  that  if  the  voter  does  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form 
of  photo  ID,  they  can  show  a  supporting  form  of  ID  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration. 

Note:  The  poll  worker  may  not  question  the  reasonableness  of  the  voter’s  reasonable 
impediment  or  the  truth  of  the  declaration.  For  example,  if  the  voter  checks  "lack  of 
transportation”,  the  poll  worker  may  not  challenge  the  voter’s  access  to  a  bus  route  or  other 
means  of  transportation.  A  signed  reasonable  impediment  declaration  shall  be  rejected  only  upon 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  completing  the  declaration  is  not  the  person  in  whose  name 
the  ballot  is  cast. 

Note:  A  voter  who  does  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  includes  a  voter  who  does 
not  possess  a  valid  form  of  acceptable  photo  identification.  Accordingly,  a  voter  with  a  lost,  stolen, 
suspended,  or  expired  more  than  four  years,  form  of  photo  ID  listed  above  does  not  possess  one 
of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID,  and  the  voter  could  execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  and  present  a  supporting  form  of  identification  if  the  voter  cannot  reasonabiy  obtain  a 
replacement  of  the  identification  that  was  lost,  stolen,  suspended,  revoked,  expired  or  another 
form  of  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID. 

The  poll  worker  should  provide  the  voter  with  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration,  and  ask  the 
voter  to  complete  the  form  by  writing  their  name,  indicating  at  least  one  reasonable  impediment  to 
obtaining  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  signing  and  dating  the  Declaration. 

After  the  Declaration  is  completed  by  the  voter,  the  voter  should  return  the  Declaration  to  the  poll 
worker,  and  the  poll  worker  should  ask  the  voter  to  present  one  of  the  forms  of  supporting  ID  of 
the  voter.  The  poll  worker  should  indicate  on  the  Declaration  which  supporting  form  of 
identification  was  presented,  and  proceed  to  Step  2. 

o  Ifthe  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  that  they  can  reasonably 
obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  or  ifthe  voter  would  otherwise  not  be  able  to  reasonably 
obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but  has  not  brought  a  supporting  form  of  ID  to  the  polling 
place,  the  voter  should  be  offered  a  provisional  ballot.The  voter  may  “cure”  by  appearing  at  the  county 
voter  registrar’s  office  within  6  calendar  days  of  election  day  and  presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
ID,  or  qualifying  for  one  of  the  exemptions  (disability,  natural  disaster,  or  religious  objection  to  being 
photographed).  If  the  voter  casts  a  provisional  ballot  due  to  lack  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  the  procedures 
for  casting  a  provisional  ballot  have  not  changed,  but  poll  worker  should  provide  to  the  voter  a  Notice  to 
Provisional  Voter  (ID  Voter)(Form  7-1 5c)(as  of  08/2016),  available  in  Enqlish(PDF)  and  Spanish  (PDFT  In 
addition,  if  the  voter  would  otherwise  not  be  able  to  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but 
has  not  brought  a  supporting  form  of  ID  to  the  polling  place,  the  poll  worker  should  explain  that  that  voter 
may  also  opt  to  leave  the  polling  place,  and  return  at  a  later  time  with  their  acceptable  form  of  supporting 
ID  and  vote  a  regular  ballot  after  executing  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  at  that  time. 

Note:  A  voter  may  only  “cure”  by  showing  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID.  A  voter  who  does  not  possess 
and  would  otherwise  not  be  able  to  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  who  did  not  bring  a 
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supporting  form  of  ID  to  the  polling  place  may  not  "cure”  at  the  county  voter  registrar’s  office  by  showing 
an  acceptable  form  of  supporting  ID  and  executing  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  at  the  county 
voter  registrar’s  office.  For  voters  who  vote  in  person  at  the  polling  place,  the  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  process  is  an  election  day/early  voting  procedure  only,  and  there  is  no  “cure”  option 
involving  execution  of  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  or  the  presentation  of  supporting  ID. 

o  Voters  who  do  not  present  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  (including,  but  not  limited  to,  those  who  do  not 
possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  who  present  a  supporting  form  of 
ID  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration),  should  be  provided  with  a  copy  of  Form  13-1  (as 
of  09/201 6f  -  Notice  of  Required  Identification  (PDF). 

2.  The  poll  worker  should  confirm  that  the  voter  is  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters,  by  finding  the  voter’s  name 
on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters.  If  the  voter  is  not  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters,  the  poll  worker 
should  follow  the  procedure  specified  in  Section  63.006,  except  that  for  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot 
reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  who  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and 
present  a  supporting  form  of  ID,  the  supporting  form  of  ID  may  also  be  used  as  the  "acceptable  voter  ID” 
(referenced  on  Form  7-27)  along  with  the  voter’s  voter  registration  certificate  (and  the  supporting  form  of  ID  may 
also  be  the  voter’s  valid  registration  certificate). 

Note:  The  Registrations  Omissions  List  (Form  7-27  (PDF))  has  not  been  updated  at  this  time  to  reflect  the  August 
10,  201 6  Court  Order  referenced  herein.  The  "acceptable  voter  ID”  referred  to  in  the  definition  of  “Required 
documentation”  on  the  instructions  for  that  form  now  includes  a  “supporting  form  of  ID”  for  voters  who  do  not 
possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  and  who  execute  a  Reasonable 
impediment  Declaration  and  present  a  supporting  form  of  ID. 

3.  The  poll  worker  should  fully  compare  the  voter’s  name  as  listed  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters  to  the 
voter’s  name  as  it  appear  on  present  form  of  ID. 

Note:  This  comparison  should  be  done  regardless  of  whether  the  voter  presents  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
ID  or  presents  a  supporting  form  of  ID  while  executing  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration. 

4.  The  poll  worker  should  confirm  that  the  voter’s  address  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters  is  current  by 
confirming  that  the  voter  has  not  moved. 

Note:  The  address  on  the  voter’s  presented  ID  (either  an  acceptable  photo  ID  or  a  supporting  ID)  does 
not  have  to  match  the  voter’s  address  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters. 

5.  The  voter  should  sign  the  combination  form/signature  roster,  and  execute  any  required  affidavits,  such  as  the 
substantially  similar  name  affidavit. 

Note:  The  combination  forms/signature  rosters  and  instructions  for  the  combination  form  have  not  been  updated 
at  this  time  to  reflect  the  August  10,  2016  Court  Order  referenced  herein,  but  the  substantially  similar  name 
affidavit  on  the  forms  should  be  considered  still  valid  not  withstanding  that  it  references  Section  63.01 01  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code. 

6.  The  voter  should  complete  the  check-in  proceed  to  voting  a  regular  or  provisional  ballot  as  appropriate.  Voters 
who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  who  complete  the 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a  supporting  form  of  ID,  are  permitted  to  cast  a  regular 
ballot  if  they  are  otherwise  qualified  to  vote  a  regular  ballot. 

Note:  The  Affidavit  of  Provisional  Voter  (Form  7-15  (PDF))  does  not  contain  a  specific  reference  to  the  August 
10,  2016  Court  Order  referenced  herein.  The  “other"  box  may  be  used  for  situations  not  explicitly  covered  on  the 
form. 

Receiving  Mail  Baliots 

The  procedure  for  the  early  voting  clerk  to  receive  ballot  by  mail  will  not  change,  except  that  the  early  voting  clerk  should 
use  the  09/2016  version  of  the  Hand  Delivery  Roster  (Form  5-1  la  (PDF))  for  accepting  carrier  envelopes  delivered  to  the 
early  voting  clerk  on  election  day,  which  now  also  permits  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an 
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acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  delivering  their  ballots  in  this  manner,  to  complete  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration 
and  present  a  form  of  supporting  identification. 

Cure  Period  After  the  Election 

The  voter  registrar  should  use  the  following  forms  (as  of  08/2016)  during  the  cure  period. 

Cure  list  /Form  9-7  fPDFI 

Request  for  Disability  Exemption  (Form  13-6  (PDF)) 

Temporary  Exemption  (Form  13-7  (PDF)) 

Additional  Forms  for  the  November  7,  2017  Election 

The  following  forms  (applicable  to  voters  voting  for  the  first  time  with  an  “ID  Required”  flag  also  account  for  first  time 
voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID): 

•  Form  5-22a:  Notice  to  Voter  Who  Must  Provide  Identification  (For  Voters  Voting  by  Mail  (For  Voters  Voting  by 
Mail  (in  English  (PDF)  and  Spanish  (PDF11  (updated  9/2016)) 

•  Form  5-8  (PDF);  List  of  Voters  Indicated  as  ID  Voters  (updated  9/2016) 

Records  Requirement 

All  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations  should  be  scanned  or  photocopied  and  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  not 
later  than  30  days  after  the  election. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  October  20,  2017  2:43  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/CSO(4132)-Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System 
Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central  Accumulators 
ADV2017-17  —  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and 
Central  Accumulators.docx 


Hello  Everybody, 

Please  find  attached  Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central 
Accumulators.  This  advisory  discusses  and  provides  guidance  on  implementing  new  voting  system  procedures 
and  policies  put  in  place  as  a  result  of  recent  legislation  and  amendments  to  the  Texas  Administrative  Code. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  us  with  any  questions  you  may  have. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/eIections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


1IQTETEKIIS.IiO¥ 

PmEHlD  BY TEXAS  SECREmRYSFSmw  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 

P.O.  Box  1 2060 

Austin.  Texas  7871  i-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 

Rolan^Blpablos 

Secretary  of  State 

Phone:512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dipl  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2017-17504 

TO:  County  Election  Officers  and  City,  School  and  Other  Political  Subdivision 

Officials 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  October  2017 

RE:  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central 

Accumulators 


As  a  result  of  recent  legislation  and  amendments  to  the  Texas  Administrative  Code,  there  several 
new  voting  system  procedures  and  policies.  This  advisory  will  discuss  each  of  those  following 
^changes  and  provide  guidance  on  implementing  those  changes. 

j  The  changes  discussed  includeir 


1.  Revisions  to  Texas  Administrative  Code 


2. 


3. 


4. 

5. 


6. 


a.  Rule  81.52 

b.  Rule  81.62 

New  Procedures  for  the  use  of  Precinct  Ballot  Counters. 

a.  Testing  Requirements 

b.  Establishing  a  Central  Counting  Station 

Early  Voting  bv  Personal  Appearance  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

a.  Counting  by  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board 

b.  Counting  by  Central  Counting  Station 

Early  Voting  bv  Mail  Ballots  -Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 


Election  i 

a.  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Polling  Place 

b.  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Central  Counting  Station 
Ballot  Box  Capacity  Emergencies 
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1.  Revisions  to  Texas  Admiiiistradve  Code 


On  June  28,  2017,  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  received  a  petition  requesting  changes  to 
certain  Texas  Administrative  Code  rules  related  to  the  requirement  that  a  continuous  feed  (dot 
matrix)  printer  must  be  attached  to  all  precinct  ballot  counters  during  early  voting  (1  T.A.C.  § 

81.52)  and  attached  to  all  central  accumulators  (1  T.A.C.  §81.62).  The  proposed  rules  also 
created  a  procedure  by  which  a  poll  watcher  can  request  printed  copies  of  the  audit  logs 
contained  in  the  Election  Management  System’s  central  accumulator  on  election  night  while  the 
central  counting  station  is  convened  and  tabulating  election  results. 

1  T.A.C.  S  81.52  —  Precinct  Ballot  Counters 

Previously,  under  1  T.A.C.  §  81.52(h),  if  a  precinct  ballot  counter  was  to  be  used  during  early 
voting  by  personal  appearance,  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer  was  required  to  remain 

attached  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter  throughout  the  early  voting  period.  As  of  September  28,  _ 

I  2017,  the  requirement  for  this  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer  was  repealed  from  the  Texas  -fiFormatted:  underline  ] 

Administrative  Code.  Therefore,  precinct  ballot  counters  can  now  be  used  for  early  voting  by 
personal  appearance  provided  that  certain  procedures  are  followed. 

All  precinct  ballot  counters  certified  for  use  in  Texas  election  maintain  internal  audit  logs.  This 

is  a  requirement  under  both  the  state  and  federal  certification  process  and  will  remain  in 

nlace.All  Drecinct-ballGt-counteis-that-have-been-eeFtified  for  use  in  Texas  elections  are-required 

to  have  real-time-audit-logs-that-are-mamtained  internally.  Precinct  ballot  counters  used  during 
early  voting  must  be  secured  to  prevent  tampering  in  accordance  with  procedures  provided  in  1 
T.A.C  §  81.52  and  procedures  outlined  in  this  advisory. 

1  T.A.C.  S  81.62  -  Audit  Logs  for  an  Election  Management  System’s  Central  Accumulator 

I  Under_l  T.A.C.  §  81.62,  a  central  accumulator  is  defined  as  the  part  of  an  Election  Management 
System  that  tabulates  and/or  consolidates  the  vote  totals  for  multiple  precincts/devices. 

Currently,  all  central  accumulators  are  required  to  have  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer.  As  a 
result  of  the  petition-initiated  rule  change,  this  requirement  for  the  continuous  feed  audit  log 
I  printer  will  be  repealed  effective  Noyember_7^  201_7_. _  -[  Formatted;  underline 

All  central  accumulators  certified  for  use  in  Texas  election  maintain  internal  audit  logs.  This  is 
a  requirement  under  both  the  state  and  federal  certification  process  and  will  remain  in  place. 

Any  audit  log  produced  by  a  central  accumulator  is  an  election  record  and  must  be  retained  for 
the  proper  preservation  period. 

In  addition  to  eliminating  the  requirement  for  the  continuous  feed  printer,  the  changes  to  1 
T.A.C.  §  81.62  require  a  full  audit  log  to  be  printed  after  the  tabulation  of  results  is  completed  on 
election  night,  and  provide  a  procedure  for  poll  watchers  to  gain  access  to  these  audit  logs  during 
the  tabulation  process. 

I  1  TA.C.  §  81.62(g)  provides  that  a  poll  watcher  may  request  a  printed  copy  of  an  audit  log 
produced  by  a  central  accumulator: 
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1 .  B  efore  any  votes  are  tabulated, 

2.  After  early  voting  results  are  tabulated,  and 

3.  Immediately  following  the  completion  of  the  vote  tabulation. 

Once  a  request  for  a  report  has  been  made,  the  central  counting  station  manager  or  tabulation 
supervisor  is  required  to  print  a  copy  of  the  audit  log  at  the  required  time  and  make  a  copy  of  it 
available  to  any  and  all  poll  watchers  that  have  requested  a  copy  of  the  audit  log.  You  do  not 
I  need  to  print  an  official  audit  log  separately  for  multiple  requestors.  Once  a  copy  is  printed,  it 
can  be  copied  and  provided  to  the  different  requestors.  Additionally,  if  you  anticipate 
receiving  these  requests,  we  would  suggest  you  provide  for  the  printing  of  these  audit  logs  in 
your  central  counting  station  plan. 

2.  New  Procedures  for  the  use  of  Precinct  Ballot  Counters 


The  changes  to  Sections  81.52  and  81.62  of  the  Texas  Administrative  Code  have  the  immediate 
effect  of  allowing  precinct  ballot  counters  to  be  used  in  additional  ways  to  efficiently  and 
accurately  count  ballots.  As  a  result  of  the  changes,  precinct  ballot  counters  can  now  also  be 
used  as  central  accumulators,  allowing  for  their  use  by  the  early  voting  ballot  board  or  at  a 
central  counting  station.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  provided  the  following  procedures  to  ensure 
the  proper  use  of  precinct  ballot  counters  when  used  for  counting  early  voting  in  person  ballots, 

I  election  day  ballots,  and  by  mail  ballots; 

a.  Testing  Requirements 

I  /Lcceptance  Testing _ ,  Formatted:  underline 

Acceptance  testing  must  be  done  on  the  precinct  ballot  counters  when  they  are  first  delivered  by 
the  vendors;.  The  occeotnnoe  testing  irchides  verification  the*"  the  system  deli''ered  is  certified  hv 
the  Secretary  of  State,  a  hardware  diagnostic  test,  and  a  logic  and  accuracy  (L&A)  test 
simulating  a  mock  election.  See  Election  Advisory  No.  2014-06. 

Pre-Election  Testing 

Like  central  counting  station  tabulators,  precinct  ballot  counters  must  be  tested  in  accordance 
with  Subchapter  D  of  Chapter  127  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  to  the  extent  those  procedures  can 
be  made  applicable  to  the  devices.  This  means  you  have  to  conduct  the  first  required  test  of  the 
tabulation  equipment.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  determined  that  it  is  not  feasible  to  conduct  a 
second  and  third  tabulation  test  in  the  case  of  precinct  ballot  counters.  (Section  127.152  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code;  Election  Advisory  No.  2014-06).  In  addition  to  the  requirements  for  the 
testing  of  the  tabulation  equipment,  precinct  ballot  counters  must  also  be  included  in  pre-election 
testing  including  the  L&A  test  and  the  hardware  diagnostic  test. 

Post-Election  Testing 

After  each  election,  precinct  ballot  counters  are  subject  to  a  post-election  audit,  known  as  the 
partial  manual  count.  The  directions  for  a  partial  manual  count  may  be  found  in  Section  127.201 
of  the  Texas  Election  Code  and  in  subsequent  communications  from  the  SOS  related  to  each 
election. 

b.  Establishing  a  Central  Counting  Station 
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When  an  entity  decides  to  use  a  precinct  ballot  counter  for  the  counting  of  their  early  voting  or 
election  day  ballots,  they  must  decide  whether  they  will  have  a  traditional  polling  place  set  up  or 
establish  a  central  counting  station. 

In  a  traditional  polling  place  set-up,  precinct  returns  are  generated  at  each  precinct  polling 
place  and  early  voting  in  person  ballots  and  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  are  counted  by  the  early 
voting  ballot  board.  The  returns  are  then  delivered  to  the  General  Custodian  of  election  records 
and  the  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results  is  generated  in  accordance  with  Section  66.056  of 
the  Texas  Election  Code. 

In  a  central  counting  station  set-up,  the  authority  ordering  tiie  election  must  create  a  central 
counting  station  and  appoint  a  central  counting  station  manager,  tabulation  supervisor,  and 
presiding  judge.  The  central  counting  station  counts  all  early  voting  by  mail  ballots.  The 
I  precinct  records,  voted  ballots,  and  electronic  media  from  the  precinct  ballot  counters  used  for 
early  voting  in  person  and  election  day  would  be  delivered  to  the  central  counting  station  where 
the  electronic  media  would  be  read  in  a  central  accumulator.  The  central  counting  station  would 
be  responsible  for  creating  both  precinct  returns  and  the  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results 
in  accordance  with  Section  66.056  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Eyenjif  your  entity  has  decided  to  use  a  traditional  polling  place  set-up,  you  are  still  required 
to  establish  a  central  counting  station  and  appoint  the  required  personnel,  in  case  there  are 
discrepancies  of  four  or  more  in  your  ballot  totals  under  Section  127.156  of  the  Election  Code  or 
two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  under  Section  127. 157  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  This 
central  counting  station  is  not  required  to  convene  unless  it  is  necessary  under  Section  127.156 
and  Section  127.157  of  the  Election  Code.  They  are  on  “stand  by”  in  case  one  of  those  scenarios 
requires  your  ballots  be  counted  at  the  central  counting  station.  If  you  do  not  have  individuals 
you  can  appoint  to  these  positions,  the  SOS  recommends  that  you  appoint  your  early  voting 
ballot  board  presiding  judge  and  clerks  as  central  counting  station  personnel  as  these  individuals 
will  have  experience  and  knowledge  of  counting  procedures. 

3.  Early  Voting  bv  Personal  Appearance  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

1  T.A.C.  §  81.52,  certain  provisions  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  and  this  advisory  provide 
I  procedures  on  how  to  use  precinct  ballot  countersT^BCs  for  early  voting  in  person. 

1.  General  Requirements 

a.  Precinct  ballot  counters  used  during  early  voting  may  not  be  used  for  voting  on 
election  day.  You  are  prohibited  under  Texas  law  from  counting  your  ballots 
(printing  results  tapes)  until  the  polls  open  on  election  day  or  the  when  the  ballot 
have  been  delivered  to  the  early  voting  ballot  board  or  central  counting  station  for 
counting,  whichever  is  applicable  to  your  election  (Sec.  8/. 0241,  lexas  Election 
Code). 

b.  In  accordance  with  Section  85.032  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  ballot  box 
connected  to  a  precinct  ballot  counter  that  is  used  during  early  voting  by  personal 
appearance  must  have  two  locks,  each  with  a  different  key,  and  must  be  designed 
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and  constructed  so  that  the  box  can  be  sealed  to  detect  an  unauthorized  opening  of 
the  box. 

c.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  must  have  the  capability  of  being  sealed  to  prevent 
any  unauthorized  deposit  of  ballots  in  the  box. 

2.  At  the  Early  Voting  Location 

a.  The  early  voting  clerk  or  deputy  early  voting  clerk  at  each  early  voting  location 
shall  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  ensure  that  all  locks  and  seals  are 
properly  affixed  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter, 

b.  Immediately  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the  first  day  of  early  voting  by 
personal  appearance,  a  zero  tape  shall  be  run.  If  the  tape  properly  reads  "O"  for  all 
candidates  and  propositions,  voting  may  begin.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

c.  At  the  close  of  each  day's  voting,  the  presiding  judge  shall  print  a  report  showing 
the  total  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  through  that  day  (the 
“daily  ballot  count  report”). 

i.  Alternate  Procedure  for  ES&S  MlOO: _ _ _  _ Formatted:  Font:  11  pt  ] 

1.  If  the  precinct  ballot  counter  is  not  capable  of  printing  reports  that 
show  the  total  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  device  during  the  early 
voting  period,  the  early  voting  officials  at  each  early  voting 
location  shall  complete  a  daily  ballot  count  report  by  reviewing  the 
public  counter  on  each  precinct  ballot  counter  at  the  beginning  of 
each  day  of  voting  and  at  the  end  of  each  day  of  voting  and  noting 
the  public  count  fi'om  each  reading  on  the  form. 

2.  This  report  will  indicate  how  many  ballots  were  cast  on  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  at  the  start  of  early  voting  and  at  the  close 
of  voting  eacii  uay  during  me  early  voting  periou. 

drS-This  report  must  be  signed  by  at  least  two  early  voting  officials*- - (  Formatted  ) 

every  time  an  entry  is  made  on  the  form.  If  poll  watchers  are 
present,  they  must  be  permitted  to  sign  the  form. 

erdThe  precinct  ballot  counter's  doors  must  be  locked  and  sealed  with  a  numbered 
paper  seal.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  must  be  unplugged  and  secured  for  the 
evening.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

NOTE:  A  papee-numbered  paper  seal  is  the  minimum  requirement  or 
securing  the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  door.  Some  precinct  ballot  counters 
will  provide  slots  for  more  sophisticated  tamper-evident  or  tamper- 
resistant  seals.  If  a  stronger,  more  secure  numbered  seal  can  be  used,  this 
will  meet  the  security  requireineiils  outlined  in  the  rule. 

be.  Prior  to  voting  on  each  day  of  the  period,  the  precinct  ballot  counter  must  be* 
plugged  back  in  and  a  tape  (report)  run  to  indicate  that  the  counter  has  not  been 
disturbed  since  the  previous  day's  voting  and  that  voting  may  continue.  (1  T.A.C. 

§81.52) 


- (  Formatted;  Space  After:  6  ( 
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f.  At  the  conclusion  of  early  voting  by  personal  appearance,  the  precinct  ballot 
counter  shall  be  locked,  sealed,  and  secured  by  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  until 
Election  Day  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52). 

g.  The  precinct  ballot  counter,  electronic  media,  voted  ballots,  and  election  records 
shall  be  secured  and  transferred  to  the  General  Custodian  of  Election  records  (if 
different  from  the  Early  Voting  Clerk)  until  election  day  or  the  time  for  counting 
ballots  under  Section  87.0241  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

a.  Counting  by  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board 

1.  The  early  voting  clei=k-shaH-Dlaee-a-net4ee-For  each  meeting  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  meeting  that  involves  the  breaking  of  seals  and  running  of  totals,  the  early  voting 
clerk  shall  place  a  notice  in  the  same  place  and  same  manner-  as  any  other  required 
notices  posted  in  accordance  with  Section  87.023  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  (1  T.A.C. 

§  81.52) 

2.  At  the  proper  time  designated  for  tabulation,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  must  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  determine  whether  the  seals  are  intact 
and  that  they  match  the  serial  numbers  listed  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate.  (1  T.A.C.  § 

81.52) 

3.  The  audit  log  must  also  be  inspected  by  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  to  determine  that  there  has  been  no  unauthorized  access  to  the  precinct  ballot 
counter.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

a.  Alternate  Procedure  for  Hart  Verity  Scan  and  HVS  eScan.  and  ES&S  MlOO:  ^  -  -f  Formatted:  Font: 

i.  If  the  device  is  not  capable  of  printing  an  audit  log  without  breaking  the 
seals,  the  presiding  judge  shall  compare  the  daily  ballot  count  reports  to 
detemiine  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  unauthorized  access  to  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

4.  If  the  seal  is  not  intact,  the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting 
ballots  must  be  re-counted  either  manually  or  with  a  different  tabulation  device,  if 
available.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

5.  If  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  indicate  unauthorized  activity, 
the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting  ballots  must  be  re-counted 
using  the  standard  election  day  procedures.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

6.  If  the  seal  is  intact  and  the  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  appear(s)  in 
order,  the  seal  should  be  broken  and  the  ballots  removed  to  a  separate  container.  The 
electronic  media  should  be  removed  and  transferred  to  the  accumulator,  if  applicable.  (1 
T.A.C.  §81.52) 

7.  The  polls  are  closed  on  the  counter  and  a  "totals"  printout  is  printed.  The  judge  shall 
print  out  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless 
instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general  custodian  of  election  records.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

8.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  shall  prepare  early  voting  precinct 
returns  using  the  printed  results  tapes  or  reports,  and  any  tally  sheets  used  for  the  manual 
counting  of  write-in  votes,  if  applicable. 
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9.  The  early  voting  results,  electronic  media,  voted  ballots,  and  any  other  associated  records 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  general  custodian  of  election  records. 

10.  If  a  full  audit  log  was  not  previously  printed,  a  flill  audit  log  from  the  device  must  be 
printed  and  maintained  with  the  precinct  election  records. 

1 1 .  The  audit  log  shall  be  preserved  for  six  months  after  election  day,  or  22  months  following 
election  day  in  an  election  involving  a  federal  office,  for  elections  taking  place  prior  to 
December  1,  2017.  For  elections  taking  place  on  or  after  December  1,  2017,  the  audit  log 

shall  be  preserved  for  22  months  following  election  day  for  all  elections  (^ee  65.058,  , ,  -  Formatted;  Font:  italic 
Texas  Election  Code;  66.058(a),  Texas  Election  Code  (as  amended  by  SB  5  (85"’  1“ 

Special  Session)) 

12.  Any  deviation  from  this  procedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State.-^ - 

(1T.A.C.§  81.52) 

b.  Counting  bv  Central  Counting  Station 

1 .  The  early  voting  clerk  shall  place  a  notice  of  the  hour  and  location  of  the  convening  of^~  - 
the  central  counting  station,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  required  notices  posted  in 
accordance  with  Section  87.023  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  At  the  proper  time  designated  for  tabulation,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting 
station  must  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  determine  whether  the  seals  are  intact 
and  that  they  match  the  serial  numbers  listed  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate.  (1  T.A.C.  § 

81.52) 

3.  The  audit  log  must  also  be  inspected  by  the  presiding  Judge  of  the  central  counting  station 
to  determine  that  there  has  been  no  unauthorized  access  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  (1 
T. A.C.  §  8 1 .52) 

a.  Alternate  Procedure  for  Hart  Verity  Scan  and  HVS  eScan  and  ES&S  MlOO: .  ,  -  Formatted;  Font:  ] 

1.  it  ihe  uevicc  lb  not  capaoie  of  printing  an  audit  log  without  breaking  ihe 
seals,  the  presiding  Judge  shall  compare  the  daily  ballot  count  reports  to 
detennine  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  unauthorized  access  to  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

4.  If  the  seal  is  not  intact,  the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting 
ballots  must  be  re-counted  either  manually  or  with  a  different  tabulation  device,  if 
available.  (1  T.A.C.  §81.52) 

5.  If  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  indicates  unauthorized 
activity,  the  early  voting  results  rnay  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting  ballots  must  be  re¬ 
counted  using  the  standard  election  day  procedure.(  1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

6.  If  the  seal  is  intact  and  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  appears 
in  order,  the  seal  should  be  broken  and  the  ballots  removed  to  a  separate  container.  Ihe 
electronic  media  should  be  removed  and  transferred  to  the  accumulator.  (1  T.A.C.  § 

81.52) 

7.  The  polls  are  closed  on  the  counter^  and  a  "totals"  printout  is  printed.  The  Judge,  shall 
print  out  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless 
instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general  custodian  of  election  records.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 


Formatted;  List  Paragraph,  Numbered  + 
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8.  The  number  of  ballots  recorded  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate  shall  be  compared  to  the 
number  of  ballots  listed  on  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable.  If  a 
discrepancy  of  four  or  more  exists,  the  official  tabulation  of  the  ballots  shall  be  conducted 
at  a  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  §  127.156  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

9.  The  counted  ballots  shall  be  removed  from  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and  examined  for 
Irregularly  marked  ballots  for  processing  in  accordance  with  §127. 157(b)  -  (e)  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code.  If  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  that  must  be 
reconciled,  the  official  tabulation  of  the  ballots  shall  be  conducted  at  a  central  counting 
station  in  accordance  with  §  127.157(c). 

10.  If  there  is  no  discrepancy  of  four  or  more  in  ballot  totals  and  not  more  than  two  or  more 
irregularly  marked  ballots  that  must  be  reconciled,  the  electronic  media  contained  in  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  judge  for  accumulation  of  early 
voting  results.  The  printed  results  shall  be  maintained  with  the  election  records  for  that 
election. 

1 1.  If  a  full  audit  log  was  not  previously  printed,  a  full  audit  log  from  the  device  must  be 
printed  and  maintained  with  the  precinct  election  records. 

12.  The  audit  log  shall  be  preserved  for  six  months  after  election  day,  or  22  months  following 
election  day  in  an  election  involving  a  federal  office,  for  elections  taking  place  prior  to 
December  1,  2017.  For  elections  taking  place  on  or  after  December  1,  2017,  the  audit  log 
shall  be  preserved  for  22  months  following  election  day  for  all  elections  (5ee  65.058, 
Texas  Election  Code;  66.058(a),  Texas  Election  Code  (as  amended  by  SB  5  (85* 
Special  Session)) 

13.  Any  deviation  from  this  procedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
(1  T.A.C.§  81.52) 

4.  Early  Voting  bv  Mail  Ballots  —  Counting  on  a  Precinct  Ballot  Counter 

Early  voting  by  mail  ballots  may  be  counted  on  a  precinct  ballot  counter.  If  you  have  a  separate 
I  precinct  ballot  counter  used  exclusively  for  bv  mail  ballots,  you  will  need  to  follow  the  same 
steps  you  would  follow  for  the  counting  of  ballots  as  you  would  if  you  were  using  a  central 
scanner  as  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  If  you  would  like  to  u.se  the  same  precinct  ballot  counter 
that  was  used  to  count  your  early  voting  in  person  ballots,  the  procedures  below  must  be 
followed. 

1.  If  a  precinct  ballot  counter  was  used  during  early  voting  by  personal  appearance,  the 
same  precinct  ballot  counter  can  be  used  to  count  early  voting  ballots  by  mall.  The 
following  requirements  must  be  met: 

a.  All  appropriate  documentation  including  rosters  and  voting  history  must  be 
maintained  separately  for  early  voting  ballots  cast  by  mail  and  early  voting  ballots 
cast  in  person. 

b.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  (if  the  central  counting  station  is  not  convened),  whichever  is 
applicable,  shall  print  a  report  that  shows  no  unauthorized  ballots  were  cast  on  the 
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precinct  ballot  counter  after  the  close  of  early  voting  by  personal  appearance. 
The  report  shall  show  that  the  total  number  of  ballots  from  early  voting  in  person 
is  equal  to  the  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  machine. 

c.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  remove  from  the  precinct  ballot 
counter  the  voted  ballots  from  early  voting  in  person  and  place  them  in  a  secure 
container. 

d.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  scan  the  early  voting  by  mail 
ballots  that  were  accepted  for  counting. 

e.  Upon  completion  of  the  scanning,  the  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  shall  be 
removed  from  the  precinct  ballot  counter,  and  shall  be  placed  in  a  secure 
container. 

f.  The  early  voting  in  person  ballots  and  the  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  may  be 
stored  in  the  same  container,  but  must  be  maintained  separately  within  that 
container. 

2.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  record  the  total  number  of  early  voting 
by  mail  ballots  that  were  run  through  the  precinct  ballot  scanner  on  the  ballot  and  seal 
certificate. 

3.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  print  two  copies  of  the  results  tape  or 
results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless  instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general 
custodian  of  election  records. 

4.  the  presiuing  judge  of  tlie  central  counting  station  or  tne  presiding  judge  of  tiie  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  verify  that  the  total  number  of  ballots 
scanned  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  total  number  of  ballots 
scanned  from  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  at  that  location  and  the  total  number  of 
early  voting  by  mail  ballots  scanned  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter. 

5.  Upon  completion  of  the  verification  of  ballot  numbers,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central 
counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is 
applicable,  shall  follow  the  same  steps  required  for  counting  ballots  by  the  early  voting 
ballot  board  or  central  counting  station  as  applicable. 

6.  Any  deviation  from  this  procedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

5.  Election  Day  Ballots  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

In  addition  to  the  procedures  outlined  in  Section  81.52  of  the  Texas  Administrative  Code,  these 
are  the  procedures  that  should  be  followed  on  election  day  when  using  a  precinct  ballot  counter 
in  a  polling  place. 
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1.  Immediately  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls,  the  election  judge  shall  inspect  the  precinct 
ballot  counter  to  ensure  that  all  loeks  and  seals  are  properly  affixed  to  the  precinct  ballot 
counter. 

2.  The  election  Judge  shall  verify  and  document  the  serial  numbers  of  the  equipment  in  use 
at  that  polling  place. 

3.  The  election  judge  shall  run  a  report  that  shows  that  zero  ballots  have  been  cast  on  the 
precinct  ballot  counter.  If  the  tape  properly  reads  “0”  for  all  candidates  and  propositions, 
voting  shall  begin. 

4.  After  the  polls  close  or  the  last  voter  has  voted,  whichever  is  later,  the  election  judge 
must  secure  the  precinct  ballot  counter  so  that  no  additional  ballots  can  be  deposited  in  to 
the  precinct  ballot  counter. 

5.  The  election  Judge  must  close  or  suspend  the  polls,  whichever  is  applicable  to  that 
system,  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and  print  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results 
report,  whichever  is  applicable. 

6.  The  election  judge  shall  compare  the  number  of  ballots  recorded  on  the  ballot  and  seal 
certificate  to  the  number  of  ballots  listed  on  the  results  tape.  If  a  discrepancy  of  four  or 
more  exists,  or  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  official  tabulation  of 
the  ballots  shall  be  conducted  at  a  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  127, 157(b)- 
(e)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  (See  Section  5b  of  this  Advisory,  Election  Day  Ballots  - 
—  Precincts  Completed  at  the  Centra!  Counting  Station). 

7.  If  no  ballots  need  to  be  sent  to  the  Central  Counting  Station,  then  election  judge  can 
continue  to  process  results  in  the  polling  place.  (See  Section  5a  of  this  Advisory, 
Election  Day  Ballots  -  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  the  Polling  Place). 

a.  Election  Day  Ballots  —  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  the  Polling  Place. 

These  procedures  should  be  followed  if  the  political  subdivision  does  NOT  intend  to  be 
completing  their  final  tabulation  at  a  central  counting  station. 

1.  After  the  results  tapes  have  been  printed,  the  counted  ballots  shall  be  removed  from  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  and  examined  for  irregularly  marked  ballots  for  proce.s.sing  in 
accordance  with  Section  127.156  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  If  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  that  were  improperly  tabulated 
because  of  the  irregular  marks,  the  ballots  shall  be  separated  from  the  ballots  that  were 
properly  marked  and  all  of  the  ballots  shall  be  delivered  to  a  central  counting  station. 

3.  If  there  is  no  discrepancy  in  ballot  totals  and  no  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  election 
official  shall  review  the  write-in  votes,  if  any,  in  accordance  with  Section  65.008  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code. 

4.  The  election  judge  shall  then  prepare  the  precinct  returns  from  the  results  tape  printed, 
and  if  applicable,  from  the  write-in  votes  hand  tallied  by  the  precinct  election  judges  and 
clerks. 
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5.  The  precinct  returns,  voted  ballots,  electronic  media  from  the  precinet  ballot  counter, 
precinct  election  records,  and  the  remaining  supplies  shall  be  delivered  to  the  general 
custodian  of  election  records,  immediately  after  the  precinct  returns  are  completed  in 
accordance  with  Section  66.053  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

6.  The  custodian  shall  prepare  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results  in  accordance  with 
Section  66.056  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

b.  Election  Day  Ballots  —  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Central  Counting  Station 

These  procedures  should  be  followed  if  the  political  subdivision  has  created  a  central  counting 
station  for  the  processing  of  election  results.  At  a  central  counting  station,  the  presiding  judge  is 
responsible  for  produeing  both  precinct  returns  and  election  totals. 

1.  At  the  Polling  Place 

a.  Precinct  ballot  counter  returned  to  central  counting  station. 

i.  After  the  results  tapes  have  been  printed,  the  election  judge  shall  lock  and 
seal  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  prepare  it  for  delivery  back  to  the  central 
counting  station.  The  voted  ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be 
placed  in  a  secure  transfer  case. 

ii.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  and  the  transfer  case  containing  the  voted 
ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
judge  of  the  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  Section 
127.066(c)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

b.  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  NOT  returned  to  central  counting  station. 

i.  tf  the  precinct  ballot  counter  itself  cannot  be  removed  from  the  polling 
place,  the  election  judge  shall  remove  the  electronic  media  from  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

ii.  The  electronic  media,  voted  ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be 
placed  in  a  secure  transfer  case  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
judge  of  the  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  Section 
127.066(c)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  At  the  Central  Counting  Station: 

a.  The  presiding  judge  shall  unlock  and  unseal  the  precinct  ballot  counter,  if 
applicable  and  remove  the  electronic  media. 

b.  If  the  electronic  media  was  transported  in  a  separate  transfer  case,  the  presiding 
judge  shall  open  the  transfer  case  and  remove  the  electronic  media. 

0.  The  voted  ballot  shall  be  removed  from  the  transfer  case. 

d.  The  ballots  shall  be  examined  for  the  irregularly  marked  ballots  for  processing  in 
accordance  with  Section  127.157  (c)-(e)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

e.  If  there  are  no  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  electronic  media  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  manager  of  the  central  counting  station  for  accumulation. 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000265 


ADV.  2017-i7>S4 
Page  12 


f.  Write-in  votes  shall  be  reviewed  for  voter  intent  by  the  presiding  judge  or  clerks 
designed  by  the  presiding  judge.  The  results  shall  be  added  either  manually  or 
electronically  to  those  for  ballots  counted  by  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  (127.130) 

g.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  shall  be  responsible  for 
preparing  precinct  returns  in  accordance  with  Section  127.131  of  the  Texas 
Election  Code. 


6.  Ballot  Box  Capacity  Emergencies 

There  have  been  instances  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the  early- voting-in-person 
period,  when  the  number  of  ballots  inserted  into  a  precinct  ballot  counter  exceeded  the  capacity 
of  the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  ballot  box.  As  a  best  practice,  the  number  of  ballots  placed  in  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  should  be  monitored,  and  when  the  capacity  of  the  box  is  being  neared,  a 
new  precinct  ballot  counter  should  be  brought  in,  and  the  first  one  locked,  sealed  and  secured 
until  the  time  for  counting  ballots.  However,  not  all  political  subdivisions  will  have  the  funding 
to  purchase  additional  equipment  for  this  purpose  as  not  all  elections  will  have  the  same  turnout 
and  require  additional  equipment. 

If  a  political  subdivision  has  an  insufficient  quantity  of  precinct  ballot  counters,  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  authorized  the  following  procedures  in  accordance  with  85.032(e)  when:  (1)  the 
number  of  voted  ballots  will  exceed  the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  ballot  box  capacity,  (2)  all 
precinct  ballot  counters  at  that  location  are  fiill,  and  (3)  no  additional  precinct  ballot  counters  are 
available. 

1.  When  the  early  voting  clerk  detennines  that  a  precinct  ballot  counter  is  nearing  eapacity, 
the  early  voting  clerk  shall  notify  the  County  Sheriff  (or  whoever  has  possession  of  the 
second  ballot  box  key  in  accordance  with  Sec.  66.060  of  the  Texas  Election  Code)  of  the 
need  to  transfer  voted  ballots  out  of  a  precinct  ballot  counter. 

2.  In  an  election  in  which  a  political  party  has  a  candidate  on  the  ballot,  the  early  voting 
clerk  shall  also  notify  the  county  party  chairs  of  the  need  to  transfer  voted  ballots  out  of  a 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

3.  Wlien  the  polls  are  closed  for  the  day,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Sheriff  (or  other  kev- 
holderl.  if  applicahle.  the  early  voting  clerk  shall  open  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and 
remove  the  voted  ballots. 

4.  The  ballots  shall  be  placed  in  a  transfer  case  that  contains  two  locks  and  can  be  sealed 
with  a  tamper  evident  or  tamper  resistant  seal  as  required  under  Section  85.032(b)  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code. 

5.  The  deputy  early  voting  clerk,  Ssheriff  (or  other  kev-holder).  and  any  poll  watchers 
piesenl  must  sign  a  lug  dial  details. 

a.  the  date  and  time  that  the  precinct  ballot  counter  was  opened, 

b.  the  numbers  of  the  seals  that  have  been  removed, 

c.  the  numbers  of  the  seals  that  are  attached,  and 

d.  the  seal  numbers  of  the  ballot  box(es)  to  which  the  voted  ballots  were  removed. 
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6.  The  voted  ballots  shall  then  be  transported  to  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  for 
storage. 

7.  Poll  Watchers  can  be  present  for  this  process. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  November  06,  2017  11:16  AM 

Mass  Email--CC/EAA/R— Precinct  by  Precinct  For  November  7,  2017 


Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


To:  All  Elections  Officials 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Election 

Date:  November  7,  2017 

RE:  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


After  the  canvass  has  been  completed,  you  will  need  to  complete  the  precinct-by-precinct  report.  All  election  results 
are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to  Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

All  counties  will  need  to  submit  a  precinct-by-precinct  report  for  the  constitutional  amendment  election,  and  any  county 
ordered  election  held  on  November  7,  2017. 

All  cities,  schools  or  other  political  subdivisions  will  need  to  submit  a  precinct-by-precinct  report  for  any  general  or 
special  elections.  NOTE:  In  situations  where  you  entered  into  a  contract  for  election  services  or  a  joint  election 
agreement  with  a  county,  the  county  may  assist  you  in  completing  this  report  per  the  terms  of  your  agreement. 

Please  read  the  following  important  information  about  submitting  your  precinct-by-precinct  report: 

!•  If  you  cancelled  vour  electionfsj.  you  still  need  to  complete  the  report.  Instead  of  inputting  your 
election  results,  you  are  just  notif5dng  our  office  that  you  do  not  have  any  results  as  your  election  was 
cancelled.  Please  see  page  1 5  of  the  instructions  for  more  infonnation. 

2.  You  must  complete  this  report  for  all  elections,  both  general  and  special.  Section  67.017  of  the  Election 
Code  requires  this  report  to  be  filed  for  all  candidates  and  measures  for  each  election.  Therefore,  this 
includes  bond  elections,  as  they  are  special  elections. 

Information  for  logging  into  the  system: 

1.  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clicking  on  this  link: 
https://efm.sos.state.tx.us/votecount/si2non.asp 

2.  The  temporary  password  for  everyone  is:  polsubpw9 

If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463- 
9858  or  towens@sos.texas.20v  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or  bburnett@sos.texas.20v. 


Information  for  entering  in  your  precinct-by-precinct  results: 
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1.  You  should  not  input  your  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  your  election.  The  report  is  meant 
to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races  reported. 

3.  We  have  designed  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office; 

1.  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  Secretary  of  State  defined  Excel  spread 
sheet  and  attach  it  to  a  web  browser; 

2.  You  can  attach  a  file  from  your  vote  count  machine  (confer  with  your  vendor  for  specific  details); 

3.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the  system. 

The  instructions  for  inputting  results  are  online. 

4.  I'he  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after  the  election. 

Thursday.  December  7. 2017. 

If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463-9858  or 
towens@sos.texas.gov.  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or  bburnett@sos.texas.gov. 


KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


From: 


"Srader,  Sabra"  <sabra.srader@co.wise.tx.us>  {TAC-Elections  at  list.county.org)  <tac- 
elections@list.county.org  > 

Tuesday,  November  07,  2017  8:50  AM 

TAC-Elections 

[TAC-Elections]  RE:  Canvass 


Message  from:  sabra. srader@co.wise.tx.us 


Gracie,  see  Chapter  0/  of  the  Election  Code.  Also,  Keith  Ingram  sent  out  a  corrected  memorandum  dated  September 
27,  2017  with  canvass  info. 


Sabra  Srader,  CERA 

Wise  County  Elections  Administrator 

P.O.  Box  1597 

Decatur,  Texas  76234 

940-626-4453 


From:  Gracie  Mendoza  <qmendoza(aico.andrews.tx.us>  (TAC-Elections  at  list.county.org)  [mailtoitac- 

elections@list.countv.ora1 

Sent:  Tuesday,  November  07,  2017  8:31  AM 

To:  TAC-Elections 

Subject:  [TAC-Elections]  Canvass 


Message  from:  gmendoza@co.andrews.tx.xis 
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Good  Morning  and  happy  Election  Day!! 


What  is  the  first  day  we  can  canvass  the  election  and  where  can  I  find  that  in  the  code? 


Thank  you  in  advance  © 


Gracie  Mendoza 

Andrews  County  Elections  Administrator 
P.O.  Box  7  Andrews,  TX  79714 

,  .VIERICAN 
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432.524.1463  |  432.524.1451  -  Fax 


Send  TAC-Elections  mailing  list  submissions  to 
tac-elections@list . county.org 


To  subscribe  via  the  World  Wide  Web,  visit 
http: //list . county.org/lists 


To  update  your  personal  information  or  unsubscribe 
via  the  World  Wide  Web,  visit 
http: / /list . county.org/ips-cp 


Send  TAC-Elections  mailing  list  submissions  to 
tac-elections®list . county.org 

To  subscribe  via  the  World  Wide  Web,  visit 
http : //list . county.org/lists 


To  update  your  personal  information  or  unsubscribe 
via  the  World  Wide  Web,  visit 
http : //list . county.org/ips-cp 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  November  09,  2017  4:58  PM 

Mass  Email”CC/EA/VR— Survey  on  Chapter  107  -  Early  Voting  by  Mail  for  Residential 
Care  Facility  Voters 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

You  are  being  asked  to  take  a  short  survey  about  the  recently  enacted  legislation  that  provides  a  method  for  individuals 
in  a  Residential  Care  Facility  (RCF)— such  as  a  nursing  home  or  assisted  living  center— to  vote  by  mail  but  have  their 
blank  ballots  hand-delivered  to  them  and  the  completed  ballots  returned  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  by  election  judges. 

We  would  greatly  like  to  learn  about  your  experiences  in  conducting  voting  under  Chapter  107.  To  that  end,  we  have 
designed  this  survey  in  order  to  elicit  your  feedback  on  the  procedure,  especially  about  aspects  of  the  program  that 
worked  well  or  where  problems,  questions,  or  confusion  arose. 

Here  is  the  link  to  the  survey:  https://www.survevmonkev.eom/r/Y9F68M8 

As  a  reminder,  please  note  that  SB  5  (85*'^  Legislature,  Special  Session  2017)  repealed  Chapter  107,  effective  December  1, 
2017.  Thus,  Chapter  107  will  not  apply  to  any  runoff  elections  stemming  from  the  November  election  date  or  second 
elections  held  due  to  a  tie  that  are  scheduled  on  or  after  December  1,  2017,  even  if  early  voting  for  those  elections 
starts  prior  to  December  1,  2017.  Any  ABBMs  submitted  for  a  November  7  election  requesting  a  ballot  for  any  runoff  or 
an  annual  ABBM  would  still  be  considered  a  valid  ABBM  and  would  cause  the  early  voting  clerk  to  mail  ballots  to  those 
voters  in  the  normal  manner. 

We  would  appreciate  your  responses  at  your  earliest  convenience.  We  understand  there  are  other  reports  you  are 
currently  working  on. 

Thank  you  for  all  of  your  hard  work. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  SOS,  state,  tx.us /elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


Froni;  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  November  10,  2017  2:17  PM 

Subject:  Mass  Email-CC/EA-Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 


Hello  Everyone, 

Thank  you  all  for  your  hard  work  this  week.  This  is  just  a  reminder  that  we  would  like  you  to  send  us  scanned  copies  of 
any  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations  submitted  by  voters  for  the  November  7,  2017  uniform  election. 

Scanned  copies  can  be  emailed  to  our  office  at  electionsOsos.texas.gov 


Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXfiS.BQ¥ . 

PQWERED  BVTKE  UXAS  SEmmRY  OF  STATS  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  Novennber  16,  2017  9:12  AM 

Mass  Email— CC/EA— Advisory  2017-21  Expansion  of  definition  of  DRE  {KP-0170) 
ADV2017-21  -Expansion  of  definition  of  DRE  (KP-0170).pdf 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

On  October  24,  2017,  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  issued  Opinion  No.  KP-0170  which  opined  on  the  definition  of 
"direct  recording  electronic  voting  machine"  ("DRE")  as  it  is  defined  in  Subsection  121.003(12)  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code.  This  OAG  opinion  indicates  that  DREs,  as  defined  by  Texas  law,  may  include  voting  machines  that  produce 
marked  paper  ballots,  and  are  not  limited  to  only  a  single  piece  of  equipment  in  a  polling  place. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  issued  Advisory  2017-21  (attached)  to  further  explain  how  this  expanded  definition  impacts 
currently  certified  voting  systems.  This  advisory  also  addresses  the  implications  of  using  a  Texas-specific  DRE  system. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Interim  Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  [  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.eov  |  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Bradley  Burnett  <BBurnett@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  November  16,  2017  10:41  AM 
Elections  Internet 

Friendly  Reminder  to  Canvas  by  the  20th 

2017  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass.pdf 


Hello 

This  is  a  reminder  that  your  Constitutional  Amendment  Election  MUST  be  canvassed  no  later  than  Monday  November 
20'" 

Our  office  will  be  closed  next  week  for  Thanksgiving  on  November  23”'’  and  24"’. 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

Elections  Division  0  Executive  Assistant 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 

T :  800.252.  8683  0  wwvtf.sos.state.tx.us/elections 

D;  512.463.2484 

bburnett(5>sos.texas.gov 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 

WOTETEXJlS.GOV '> 

T witter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711  -2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  ^  U 

DATE:  November  8, 2017 

RE:  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass 


Pursuant  to  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator 
must  certify  the  county  returns  as  canvassed  by  the  commissioners  court  and  deliver  those  returns  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  not  later  than  24  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  canvass. 

HB  929  (85**’  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  amended  Section  67.003  of  the  Election  Code  to  now  require 
the  commissioners  court  to  canvass  the  returns  for  the  Constitutional  Amendment  election  not 
earlier  than  Friday,  November  10,  2017  or  later  than  Monday,  November  20,  2017.  Only  two 
members  of  the  commissioners  court  are  required  to  be  present  to  canvass  the  returns. 

HB  1151  and  HB  929  (85'*’  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  amended  Sections  86.007  and  101.057  of  the 
Election  Code  to  provide  new  time  frames  to  receive  ballots  voted  by  mail.  As  a  result  of  these 
changes,  you  may  need  to  reconvene  the  early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  ballots  that  were 
placed  in  the  mail  by  7:00  p.m.  on  Election  Day  and  arrived  in  your  office  by  5:00  p.m.  on 
November  8,  2017  (late  domestic  ballots),  or  arrived  in  your  office  by  November  13, 2017  (Military 
and  Overseas  Voters).  See  Advisory  2017-11  for  more  details.  Section  65.051  of  the  Code 
requires  the  board  to  reconvene  to  qualify  and  count  provisional  ballots.  These  two  functions  of  the 
board  may  be  performed  at  the  same  meeting.  The  votes  from  the  late  ballots  and  provisional 
ballots  must  be  included  in  the  official  canvass  by  the  court. 

We  have  created  a  web-based  application,  which  was  used  on  election  night  to  report  the  official 
returns  to  our  office,  to  report  canvass  votes.  If  you  did  not  report  the  elections  night  votes  via  the 
Internet,  you  are  still  required  to  use  the  web  to  report  official  canvass  votes.  You  will  open  the 
website  and  login  with  your  user  name  and  password. 

URL:  https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 

The  user  name  and  password  are  the  same  as  you  used  on  election  night.  If  you  did  not  enter  the 
returns  via  the  Internet  or  do  not  have  your  login  and  password,  you  can  contact  Louri  at  1/800- 
252-2216,  option  4.  When  you  log  on,  you  will  click  on  the  Canvass  button  next  to  the  election. 
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For  races  not  reported  on  election  night  the  fields  will  be  blank.  All  of  the  races  that  you  report  to 
our  office  will  be  included  on  the  screen  for  you  to  enter  votes.  Once  you  have  finished  the 
canvass  report,  click  the  review  button  to  proof  your  entries,  then  check  the  certify  check  box  and 
click  on  save  button  to  save  canvass  votes.  You  will  see  a  confirmation  page  to  print,  sign  and 

return  to  our  office.  On  the  mailing  envelope  indicate  Elections  Returns  for _ County, 

November  7,  2017  Election  and  return  the  signed  copy  to  our  office. 


The  canvass  report  will  include: 

•  Total  number  of  voters  voted; 

•  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  casted; 

•  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted; 

•  Total  votes  cast  for  each  proposition,  both  In  Favor  and  Against; 

•  Certification;  and 

•  Place  to  sign  and  date 

We  request  all  vote  totals  be  reported  via  the  web  database  not  later  than  the  end  of  business 
Tuesday,  November  21,  2017  (24  hours  after  the  last  day  to  canvass  locally).  This  will  help 
facilitate  the  canvass  by  the  Governor. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  us  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216,  option  four. 

KI:LO 
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Elections  Division 
P.0,  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
ww\v.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2017-21 


TO: 

Election  Officials 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE: 

November  16,  2017 

Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1 -I  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


RE:  Expansion  of  definition  of  DRE  (OAG  Opinion  -  KP-0170) 


On  October  24,  2017,  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  issued  Opinion  No.  KP-0170 
(“opinion”)  which  opined  on  the  definition  of  “direct  recording  electronic  voting  machine”  (“DRE”) 
as  it  is  defined  in  Subsection  121.003(12)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  and  whether  this  definition 
could  include  “electronic  voting  machines  that  also  produce  marked  paper  ballots.”  This  opinion 
concluded  that  voting  machines  that  produce  marked  paper  ballots  may  qualify  as  DREs  as  long  as 
they  meet  the  statutoiy  requirements  of  a  DRE.  Additionally,  the  opinion  provided  that  under  Texas 
law,  the  definition  of  a  DRE  does  not  specify  that  a  DRE  must  only  constitute  a  single  piece  of 
equipment. 

In  light  of  this  recent  OAG  opinion,  this  Election  Advisory  address  several  items  relating  to  the 
affected  voting  systems. 

EAC  Certification  Requirements 

Under  Section  122.001  (a)(3)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  a  voting  system  may  not  be  used  in  an 
election  unless  the  system  “complies  with  the  voting  system  standards  adopted  by  the  Election 
Assistance  Commission.”  All  components  certified  for  use  in  Texas  elections  must  be  certified  by 
the  Election  Assistance  Commission  (“EAC”).  However,  the  definition  of  DRE  under  the  Texas 
Election  Code,  as  interpreted  by  KP-0170,  may  include  more  than  a  single  piece  of  equipment  and 
may  include  a  marked  paper  ballot.  Theiefoie,  under  Texas  law,  a  combination  of  EAC-certified 
components,  when  presented  together,  may  constitute  a  DRE  system.  If  the  component  parts  of  the 
DRE  system  have  been  certified  by  the  EAC,  they  would  meet  the  requirement  under  Section 
122.001(a)(3)  for  EAC  certification.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  determined  that  a  DRE  system  is 
EAC-certified  when  it  consists  of  (1)  a  ballot  marking  device,  and  (2)  a  precinct  ballot  counter,  both 
pieces  of  equipment  are  used  together  in  one  polling  place,  and  both  pieces  of  equipment  have  been 
certified  by  the  EAC. 

Currently,  there  are  two  vendors  in  Texas  that  have  systems  that  may  constitute  a  DRE  voting  system 
based  on  their  component  parts. 
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1.  Hart  Intercivic  Verity  Voting  1.0  and  2.0:  These  systems,  as  certified  on  December  15,  2016 
(as  updated  on  October  26,  2017),  include,  among  other  components,  the  Verity  Touch 
Writer  with  Access  (EAC-certified  ballot  marking  device)  and  Verity  Scan  (EAC-certified 
precinct  scanner). 

2.  ES&S  EVS  5.2. 1.0.  5.2.2.O.  and  5.4. Q.O:  These  systems,  as  certified  on  December  15,  2016 
(as  updated  on  October  26,  2017)  (EVS  5.2. 1.0),  and  July  28,  2017  (as  updated  on  October 
26,  2017)  (EVS  5.4.0.0  and  EVS  5. 2.2.0)  include,  among  other  components,  the  ExpressVote 
(EAC-certified  ballot  marking  device)  and  the  DS200  (EAC-certified  precinct  scanner). 

Modifications  to  Existing  Certifications 

If  a  vendor  has  a  system  that  has  been  previously  certified  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  use  in  Texas 
elections  and  would  like  the  certification  modified  to  include  the  use  of  the  system  as  a  DRE  system 
under  the  expanded,  Texas-specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system,  when  that  system  was  not  examined 
as  DRE  system  during  the  certification  process,  the  vendor  must  seek  a  modification  to  the 
certification  under  Chapter  122,  Subchapter  C,  Texas  Election  Code.  An  application  must  be 
submitted  for  review  in  accordance  with  Section  122.063  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  The  Secretaiy 
of  State  will  review  the  application  and  determine  whether  the  modified  design  satisfies  applicable 
requirements,  in  accordance  with  Section  122.064  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Future  Certification  Procedures 


If  a  vendor  seeking  certification  of  a  system  which  has  not  been  previously  certified,  would  like  the 
equipment  considered  as  a  DRE  system  under  the  expanded.  Texas-specific  definition  of  a  DRE 
system,  they  must  indicate  this  on  their  application  for  certification  and  complete  the  relevant 
portions  of  Form  101  that  apply  to  DRE  systems. 

DRE  Requirements 

Under  Section  129.002(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  DRE  systems  must  “provide  the  voter  with  a 
screen  in  summary  format  of  the  voter’s  choice  for  the  voter  to  review  before  the  vote  is  actually 
cast.”  To  meet  this  requirement,  all  systems  certified  as  a  DRE  system  under  the  expanded,  Texas- 
specific  definition,  must  allow  for  voting  on  the  component  that  contains  the  full  presentation  of  the 
voter’s  ballot  and  summary  screen.  The  tabulation  portion  of  the  voting  process  may  occur  on  a 
component  that  is  separate  from  the  component  the  voter  uses  to  make  their  selections  and  mark  their 
ballot. 

Section  123.005  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  provides  that  only  one  kind  of  voting  system  may  be 
used  at  a  polling  place,  in  an  election.  In  order  to  comply  with  this  section,  all  voting  (ballot 
marking)  must  occur  on  the  DRE  device  that  records  the  voter’s  choices  even  if  the  tabulation  occurs 
on  a  separate  device.  Voters  may  not  separately  mark  by  hand  a  pre-printed  ballot,  but  instead,  must 
utilize  the  DRE  device  when  marking  their  ballot  in  the  polling  place.  Additionally,  DRE  systems 
are  precinct-based  systems.  Even  when  a  central  accumulation  station  is  established  for  the 
accumulation  of  vote  totals,  the  counting/tabulation  of  ballots  occurs  at  the  election  day  precinct  or 
polling  place.  Therefore,  the  counting/tabulation  component  of  the  DRE  system  must  also  be 
utilized  at  the  polling  place.  Accordingly,  voters  cannot  utilize  the  DRE  device  to  mark  their  ballot, 
then  deposit  their  marked  ballot  or  cast  vote  record  into  a  pre- locked,  pre-sealed  ballot  box  for 
transfer  to  a  central  counting  station  for  counting/tabulation. 

NOTE:  If  equipment  malfunctions  or  there  are  iiregularly  marked  ballots,  there  are  circumstances 
where  the  ballots  MUST  be  transferred  to  the  central  counting  station  for  counting/tabulation.  These 
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are  exceptions  to  the  requirement  that  DRE  voting/ballot  marking  and  counting/tabulation  must  occur 
at  the  precinct  polling  place.  Please  see  Advisory  2017-17  for  more  details. 

Requirements  for  systems  with  paper  components 

DRE  systems  that  have  a  paper-based  component  will  be  expected  to  meet  requirements  associated 
with  paper-based  systems  to  the  extent  they  can  be  feasibly  and  consistently  applied  to  a  DRE 
system.  Various  sections  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  provide  that  if  (and  only  i:5  ^  paper-based 
Texas  Election  Code  requirement  can  feasibly  be  applied  to  a  DRE  system,  and  is  not  inconsistent 
with  provision{s)  applicable  to  voting  systems  and/or  DRE  systems,  it  should  be  applied  to  a  DRE 
system.  See,  e.g.,  Tex.  Elec.  Code  §  121.001;  Tex.  Elec.  Code  §  129.001(b).  The  following 
paper-based  system  requirements  can  feasibly  and  consistently  be  applied  to  a  DRE  system  under  the 
expanded,  Texas-specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system,  which  have  a  paper-based  component. 

1  •  Partial  Manual  Count:  Section  127.201(g)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  exempts  DREs  from 
having  to  complete  the  partial  manual  count.  DRE  systems  under  the  expanded,  Texas- 
specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system,  which  have  a  paper-based  component,  are  required  to 
complete  the  partial  manual  count  unless  it  has  been  waived  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
pursuant  to  Section  127.201(f)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  Recounts:  Section  214,042  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  provides  that  a  recount  must  be 
conducted  electronically  or  manually.  For  a  DRE  system  under  the  expanded,  Texas- 
specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system,  this  means  that  the  paper  component  that  contains  the 
voter’s  selections  (full  ballot  or  cast  vote  record)  is  the  ballot  of  record  for  the  purposes  of  a 
recount.  If  an  electronic  recount  is  requested,  the  paper  ballot  or  cast  vote  record  must  be 
rescanned.  An  electronic  recount  cannot  simply  consist  of  rereading  the  electronic  media 
containing  device  totals.  If  a  manual  recount  is  requested,  the  paper  ballot  or  cast  vote 
record  will  be  hand  tallied. 

3.  Preservation  oi'  Voted  Ballots:  fhe  paper  ballots  or  cast  vote  records  are  required  to  be 
presei-ved  for  a  period  of  at  least  60  days  after  the  date  of  the  election  in  a  locked  ballot  box 
in  accordance  with  Section  66.058(b)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  On  the  6P‘  day,  the 
general  custodian  of  election  records  may  transfer  them  to  another  secure  container  for  the 
remainder  of  the  preseiwation  period  in  accordance  with  Section  66.058(b)  of  the  Texas 
Election  Code.  Additionally,  the  electronic  media  that  contains  the  vote  totals  must  also  be 
presei-ved  for  the  duration  of  the  preservation  period. 


Countvwide  PoIlin2  Place  Program 

Section  43.007(d)(4)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  provides  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State  shall  only  .select 
counties  to  participate  in  the  countywide  polling  place  program  that  use  DRE  systems.  Section 
43.007(d)(5)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  further  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  State  can  only  select 
counties  to  participate  in  the  program  that  “have  the  appropriate  technological  capabilities.”  As  a 
result  of  KP-0170,  DRE  systems  under  the  expanded,  Texas-specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system, 
which  have  a  paper-based  component,  are  now  available  for  use  in  the  countywide  polling  place 
program. 

For  new  applicants  to  the  countvwide  polling  place  program:  The  Secretary  of  State  will  review  new 
applications  to  determine  whether  a  county  is  using  traditional  DREs  or  a  DRE  system  under  the 
expanded,  Texas-specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system,  and  whether  the  setup  described  in  the 
application  demonstrates  that  the  county  has  the  “appropriate  technological  capabilities”  to 
successfully  participate  in  the  program. 
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For  counties  that  have  already  achieved  “successful”  status  in  the  coiintvwide  polling  place:  If  a 

county  wishes  to  purchase  new  equipment  that  falls  under  the  expanded,  Texas-specific  definition  of 
a  DRE  system  (and  use  that  system  as  a  DRE  system),  the  purchase  contract  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  in  the  ordinaiy  course  in  accordance  with  Section  123.035  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code.  If  the  purchase  contract  for  the  system  which  meets  the  expanded,  Texas-specific  definition 
of  a  DRE  system  is  approved  (which  presumes  the  system  has  been  certified  as  a  DRE  system 
through  the  modification  procedure  referenced  in  Subchapter  C  of  Chapter  122  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code),  then  the  county’s  successful  designation  will  not  be  affected  and  no  further  action  is  needed  to 
use  the  DRE  system  in  the  countywide  polling  place  program. 


KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  November  15,  2017  8:18  AM 

To:  Louri  O'Leary 

Subject:  FW:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA  655)  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the 

Statement  of  Canvass  REMINDER 

Attachments:  2017  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass.pdf 


Good  Morning, 

Please  see  the  attached  canvass  instructions  requiring  the  commissioners  court  to  canvass  the  returns  for  the  Constitutional 
Amendment  election  not  earlier  than  Friday,  November  10,  2017  or  later  than  Monday,  November  20, 2017. 

Thank  you  to  those  of  you  who  are  already  canvassed. 

Thank  you,  Louri 

From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Wednesday,  November  08,  2017  9:35  AM 

To:  Louri  O'Leary  <LO'Leary@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA  657)  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass 
Good  Morning, 

Pursuant  to  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator  must  certify  the  county 
returns  as  canvassed  by  the  commissioners  court  and  deliver  those  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  not  later  than  24  hours  after 
the  completion  of  the  canvass. 

HB  929  (85‘"  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  amended  Section  67.003  of  the  Election  Code  to  now  require  the  commissioners  court  to 
canvass  the  returns  for  the  Constitutional  Amendment  election  not  earlier  than  Friday,  November  10,  2017  or  later  than 
Monday,  November  20,  2017.  Only  two  members  of  the  commissioners  court  are  required  to  be  present  to  canvass  the 
returns. 

Please  see  the  attached  Memorandum  for  the  full  instructions  and  procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass. 

Thank  you,  Louri 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

Elections  Division  0  Elections  Administration  Manager 

P.O.  Box  12060  0  Austin,  TX  0  78711-2060 

T :  800.252.  8683  0  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 

D:  512.463.3204  0  F;  512.475.2811 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥OTETEXRS.GOv!> 

POWERED  BYTKE  TCXAS  SECffErPfiYOFSMK  j 

Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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^  V 
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The  State  of  Texas 

Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.iis 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

MEMORANDUM 

County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators 

CQ- 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  U 

November  8,  2017 

Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass 


TO; 

FROM: 

DATE; 

RE: 


Phone:  512-463-5630 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Pursuant  to  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator 
must  certify  the  county  returns  as  canvassed  by  the  commissioners  court  and  deliver  those  returns  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  not  later  than  24  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  canvass. 

HB  929  (85*  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  amended  Section  67.003  of  the  Election  Code  to  now  require 
the  commissioners  court  to  canvass  the  returns  for  the  Constitutional  Amendment  election  not 
earlier  than  Friday,  November  10,  2017  or  later  than  Monday,  November  20,  2017.  Only  two 
members  of  the  commissioners  court  are  required  to  be  present  to  canvass  the  returns. 

FIB  1151  and  HB  929  (85*  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  amended  Sections  86.007  and  101.057  of  the 
Election  Code  to  provide  new  time  frames  to  receive  ballots  voted  by  mail.  As  a  result  of  these 
changes,  you  may  need  to  reconvene  the  early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  ballots  that  were 
placed  in  the  mail  by  7:00  p.m.  on  Election  Day  and  arrived  in  your  office  by  5:00  p.m.  on 
November  8, 2017  (late  domestic  ballots),  or  arrived  in  your  office  by  November  13,  2017  (Military 
and  Overseas  Voters).  See  Advisory  2017-11  for  more  details.  Section  65.051  of  the  Code 
requires  the  board  to  reconvene  to  qualify  and  count  provisional  ballots.  These  two  functions  of  the 
board  may  be  performed  at  the  same  meeting.  The  votes  from  the  late  ballots  and  provisional 
ballots  must  be  included  in  the  official  canvass  by  the  court. 

We  have  created  a  web-based  application,  which  was  used  on  election  night  to  report  the  official 
returns  to  our  office,  to  report  canvass  votes.  If  you  did  not  report  the  elections  night  votes  via  the 
Internet,  you  are  still  required  to  use  the  web  to  report  official  canvass  votes.  You  will  open  the 
website  and  login  with  your  user  name  and  password. 

URL:  https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml 

The  user  name  and  password  arc  the  same  as  you  used  on  election  night.  If  you  did  not  enter  the 
returns  via  the  Internet  or  do  not  have  your  login  and  password,  you  can  contact  Louri  at  1/800- 
252-2216,  option  4.  When  you  log  on,  you  will  click  on  the  Canvass  button  next  to  the  election. 
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For  races  not  reported  on  election  night  the  fields  will  be  blank.  All  of  the  races  that  you  report  to 
our  office  will  be  included  on  the  screen  for  you  to  enter  votes.  Once  you  have  finished  the 
canvass  report,  click  the  review  button  to  proof  your  entries,  then  check  the  certify  check  box  and 
click  on  save  button  to  save  canvass  votes.  You  will  see  a  confirmation  page  to  print,  sign  and 

return  to  our  office.  On  the  mailing  envelope  indicate  Elections  Returns  for _ County, 

November  7,  2017  Election  and  return  the  signed  copy  to  our  office. 


The  canvass  report  will  include: 

•  Total  number  of  voters  voted; 

•  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  casted; 

•  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted; 

•  Total  votes  cast  for  each  proposition,  both  In  Favor  and  Against; 

•  Certification;  and 

•  Place  to  sign  and  date 

We  request  all  vote  totals  be  reported  via  the  web  database  not  later  than  the  end  of  business 
Tuesday,  November  21,  2017  (24  hours  after  the  last  day  to  canvass  locally).  This  will  help 
facilitate  the  canvass  by  the  Governor. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  us  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216,  option  four. 

KI:LO 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Tiffany  Owens  <TOwens@sos.texas,gov> 
Thursday,  December  07,  2017  2:55  PM 
Starr  -  Alexy  Rios  (eiections@co.starr.tx.us) 
Precinct  by  Precinct  Return 


Good  afternoon  here  is  the  information  for  precinct  return  below. 
Tiffany  Owens 

Legal  Administrative  Assistant  IV-  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
f|'?Jephone:  1.800.252.VOTE 
www.sos.state.tx.us 

Elections  Related  Questions:  elections{5) sos.texas.gov 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Electian  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  ore  involved. 


From:  Tiffany  Owens 

Sent:  Tuesday,  December  05,  2017  10:44  AM 

To:  Irion  -  Molly  Criner  (irionclerk@gmail.com)  <irionclerk@gmaii.com> 
Subject:  Precinct  by  Precinct  Return 


Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

RE: 


Ail  Elections  Officials 
Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Election 
November  7,  2017 
Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


After  the  canvass  has  been  completed,  you  will  need  to  complete  the  precinct-by-precinct  report.  All  election  results 
are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to  Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

All  counties  will  need  to  submit  a  precinct-by-precinct  report  for  the  constitutional  amendment  election,  and  any  county 
ordered  election  held  on  November  7,  2017. 
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All  cities,  schools  or  other  political  subdivisions  will  need  to  submit  a  precinct-by-precinct  report  for  any  general  or 
special  elections.  NOTE:  In  situations  where  you  entered  into  a  contract  for  election  services  or  a  joint  election 
agreement  with  a  county,  the  county  may  assist  you  in  completing  this  report  per  the  terms  of  your  agreement. 

Please  read  the  following  important  information  about  submitting  your  precinct-by-precinct  report: 

1.  If  you  cancelled  vour  election(s).  you  still  need  to  complete  the  report.  Instead  of  inputting  your 
election  results,  you  are  just  notifying  our  office  that  you  do  not  have  any  results  as  your  election  was 
cancelled.  Please  see  page  1 5  of  the  instructions  for  more  information. 

2.  You  must  complete  this  report  for  all  elections,  both  general  and  special.  Section  67.017  of  the  Election 
Code  requires  this  report  to  be  filed  for  all  candidates  and  measures  for  each  election.  Therefore,  this 
includes  bond  elections,  as  they  are  special  elections. 

t:'  ‘ 

Information  for  logging  into  the  system: 

1.  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clicking  on  this  link: 
httDs://efm.sos.state.tx.us/votecount/signon.asp 

2.  The  temporary  password  for  everyone  is:  polsubpw9 

If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463- 
9858  or  towens@sos.texas.gov  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or  bburnett@sos.texas.gov. 


Information  for  entering  in  your  precinct-by-precinct  results: 

1.  You  should  not  input  vour  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  vour  election.  The  report  is  meant 
to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races  reported. 

3.  We  have  designed  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office: 

1.  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  Secretary  of  State  defined  Excel  spread 
sheet  and  attach  it  to  a  web  browser; 

2.  You  can  attach  a  file  from  your  vote  count  machine  (confer  with  your  vendor  for  specific  details); 

3.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the  system. 

The  instructions  for  inputting  results  are  online. 

4.  The  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after  the  election. 

Thursday,  December  7,  2017. 

If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463-9858  or 
towens@,sos.texas.gov.  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or  bburnett@,sos.texas.gov. 


KI:CA 


2 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000294 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  January  04,  2018  1:19  PM 

MASS  E-MAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA/V-664)  -  Registering  a  Voter  at  a  Business  Address 
ADV2018-01  Registering  a  Voter  at  a  Business  Address.pdf 


Dear  Voter  Registrars, 

Attached  to  this  email  is  the  memo  regarding  Registering  a  Voter  at  a  Business  Address.  For  your  convenience, 
the  content  of  this  memo  is  listed  below: 

BACKGROUND 

We  continue  to  receive  a  number  of  inquiries  regarding  voter  applications  submitted  to  a  county  that  are 
complete,  but  whose  residential  address  is  identified  by  the  county  as  a  place  of  business.  To  that  end,  we  have 
compiled  a  more  detailed  explanation  for  how  these  applications  should  be  processed  by  the  county. 

Defining  an  address  as  business  or  residential 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  is  no  provision  in  Election  Code  that  allows  a  voter  registrar  to  designate  addresses 
as  business  addresses  and  use  that  information  in  the  processing  of  a  voter  registration  application.  Section 
13.002,  which  is  the  standard  for  review  when  processing  an  application,  requires  “the  applicant’s  residential 
address  or,  if  the  residence  has  no  address,  the  address  at  which  the  applicant  receives  mail  and  a  concise 
description  of  the  location  of  the  applicant’s  residence”  be  provided  when  registering.  (13.002(c)(7))  Addresses 
submitted  as  concise  descriptions  are  commonly  referred  to  as  Parcel  Addresses. 

Section  1.005  (17)  defines  a  “Residence  address”  as  “the  street  address  and  any  apartment  number,  or  the 
address  at  which  mail  is  received  if  the  re‘=idenee  has  no  address,  and  the  city,  state  and  zip  code  that  correspond 
to  a  person’s  residence.  Provided  that  an  individual  has  appropriately  submitted  an  address  that  meets  these 
qualifications,  then  there  is  no  authority  upon  which  a  voter  registrar  may  determine  an  address  is  not  classified 
as  residential  as  part  of  the  processing  of  an  application.  Under  current  Election  Code,  a  person’s  residency 
may  only  be  determined  by  a  court  of  law. 

Thus,  a  voter  registrar  must  register  an  individual  if  the  application  is  complete  and  the  registrar  detennines  the 
person  is  otherwise  eligible,  provided  that  the  voter  registrar  can  determine  the  location  of  the  address  claimed 
by  the  applicant  and  assign  the  correct  voting  districts  to  the  voter  upon  registration.  The  voter  registrar  has  no 
authority  to  ask  an  individual  to  supply  additional  information  through  the  incomplete  process  or  any  other 
process  prior  to  registering  the  person. 

While  current  law  does  not  peraiit  a  registrar  to  take  address  infomiation  into  account  at  the  point  of 
registration,  it  should  be  noted,  however,  that  voter  registrars  may  designate  an  address  as  a  business  address  to 
assist  them  in  managing  a  voter’s  registration  once  a  person  has  been  registered.  Section  15.051  gives  the 
registrar  the  authority  to  ask  the  voter  to  confmn  his/her  residential  address  if  the  registrar  has  reason  to  believe 
that  a  voter’s  current  residence  is  different  from  that  indicated  on  the  registration  records. 

Voter  Registrars  designating  an  address  as  a  place  of  business  for  this  purpose  may  then  register  a  voter,  send 
the  voter  registration  certificate  and  then  immediately  initiate  a  Notice  of  Address  Confirmation  and  send  that  as 
well.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  documents  should  be  mailed  independently  of  each  other. 
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If  the  voter  returns  the  confinuation  notice  (confinning  the  business  address  as  his/her  residence  address),  then 
the  voter  registrar  has  to  accept  the  address  provided  by  the  voter  and  leave  the  voter  registered  at  that 
address.  Voter  Registrars  believing  this  infomiation  to  be  a  false  statement  may  refer  the  infonnation  to  the 
County  Attorney  or  District  Attorney  to  investigate  it,  since  claiming  that  address  as  a  residence  address  could 
be  fraudulent. 


Options  for  processing  a  voter  registration  application: 

Current  law  allows  for  four  possible  outcomes  when  processing  any  voter  application.  Depending  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  application  the  processing  of  an  application  may  result  in; 

•  The  individual  becoming  a  registered  voter  -  if  all  information  on  the  application  is  complete  (not 
missing  any  infonnation  required  for  registration),  the  residence  address  is  located  within  the  county, 
and  the  voter  registrar  has  no  reason  to  challenge  eligibility  or  immediately  reject  the  application,  then 
an  application  should  result  in  the  individual  becoming  a  registered  voter  within  the  county.  (Section 
13.072) 


•  The  applicant’s  registration  being  challenged  -  if  all  information  on  the  application  is  complete  (not 
missing  any  infonnation  required  for  registration)  and  the  residence  address  is  located  within  the  county, 
but  the  voter  registrar  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  individual  is  not  in  fact  eligible  for  registration,  then 
the  registrar  may  challenge  the  application.  Challenges  may  be  initiated  based  on  eligibility  (such  as 
citizenship,  age,  etc.),  but  not  on  residence.  Depending  on  the  outcome  of  the  challenge  procedure,  the 
individual  may  or  may  not  become  a  registered  voter.  (Section  13.074). 


•  The  applicant’s  application  being  rejected  and  the  individual  not  becoming  a  registered  voter  -  an 
application  may  be  immediately  rejected  if  an  individual  does  not  meet  the  current  age  requirements  of 
17  years  and  10  months,  responds  that  he  or  she  is  not  a  United  States  Citizen  or  provides  an  address 
that  is  out  of  the  registrar’s  county.  If  the  address  is  in  another  county,  the  application  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  correct  county  in  order  to  register  the  person.  (Sections  13.072  &  13.073). 

•  The  application  being  detennined  to  be  incomplete  and  placed  on  hold  awaiting  further  information 
from  the  applicant  -  in  such  circumstances,  a  Notice  of  Incomplete  is  sent  to  the  applicant  notifying  the 
applicant  that  he/she  has  ten  (10)  days  to  respond  with  a  completed  application.  Legally,  a  Notice  of 
Incomplete  is  classified  as  a  Notice  of  Rejection,  but  from  a  workflow  standpoint,  the  application  is 
placed  on  hold  until  the  ten  (10)  days  granted  under  Section  13.073(c)  has  expired.  (Section  13.073). 

Section  13.072  requires  that  a  voter  registrar  approve  an  application  if  the  registrar  determines  that  an 
application  complies  with  section  13.002  and  passes  the  Live  Check  process. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per 
§31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review 
the  law  yourself,  and  considt  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  seive  you,  the  Texas  Secretaiy  of  State  is  conducting  a  “Customer  Satisfaction  Survey  ".  Your  responses  are  confidential 
and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  setvices.  Please  consider  taking  the  suivey,  and  thankyou  for  your  time. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-281! 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

No.  2018-01 


TO: 

All  Voter  Registrars 

J 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE: 

January  4, 2018 

RE: 

Registering  a  Voter  at  a  Business  Address 

BACKGROUND 


We  continue  to  receive  a  number  of  inquiries  regarding  voter  applications  submitted  to  a  county  that 
are  complete,  but  whose  residential  address  is  identified  by  the  county  as  a  place  of  business.  To  that 
end,  we  have  compiled  a  more  detailed  explanation  for  how  these  applications  should  be  processed  by 
the  county. 

Defining  an  address  as  business  or  residential 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  is  no  provision  in  Election  Code  that  allows  a  voter  registrar  to  designate 
addresses  as  business  addresses  and  use  that  information  in  the  processing  of  a  voter  registration 
application.  Section  13.002,  which  is  the  standard  for  review  when  processing  an  application,  requires 
“the  applicant’s  residential  address  or,  if  the  residence  has  no  address,  the  address  at  which  the 
applicant  receives  mail  and  a  concise  description  of  the  location  of  the  applicant’s  residence”  be 
provided  when  registering.  (13.002(c)(7))  Addresses  submitted  as  concise  descriptions  are  commonly 
referred  to  as  Parcel  Addresses. 

Section  1.005  (17)  defines  a  “Residence  address”  as  “the  street  address  and  any  apartment  number,  or 
the  address  at  which  mail  is  received  if  the  residence  has  no  address,  and  the  city,  state  and  zip  code 
that  correspond  to  a  person’s  residence.  Provided  that  an  individual  has  appropriately  submitted  an 
address  that  meets  these  qualifications,  then  there  is  no  authority  upon  which  a  voter  registrar  may 
determine  an  address  is  not  classified  as  residential  as  part  of  the  processing  of  an  application.  Under 
current  Election  Code,  a  person’s  residency  may  only  be  determined  by  a  court  of  law. 

Thus,  a  voter  registrar  must  register  an  individual  if  the  application  is  complete  and  the  registrar 
determines  the  person  is  otherwise  eligible,  provided  that  the  voter  registrar  can  determine  the  location 
of  the  address  claimed  by  the  applicant  and  assign  the  correct  voting  districts  to  the  voter  upon 
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registration.  The  voter  registrar  has  no  authority  to  ask  an  individual  to  supply  additional  information 
through  the  incomplete  process  or  any  other  process  prior  to  registering  the  person. 

While  current  law  does  not  permit  a  registrar  to  take  address  information  into  account  at  the  point  of 
registration,  it  should  be  noted,  however,  that  voter  registrars  may  designate  an  address  as  a  business 
address  to  assist  them  in  managing  a  voter’s  registration  once  a  person  has  been  registered.  Section 
15.051  gives  the  registrar  the  authority  to  ask  the  voter  to  confirm  his/her  residential  address  if  the 
registrar  has  reason  to  believe  that  a  voter’s  current  residence  is  different  from  that  indicated  on  the 
registration  records. 

Voter  Registrars  designating  an  address  as  a  place  of  business  for  this  purpose  may  then  register  a 
voter,  send  the  voter  registration  certificate  and  then  immediately  initiate  a  Notice  of  Address 
Confirmation  and  send  that  as  well.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  documents  should  be  mailed 
independently  of  each  other. 

If  the  voter  returns  the  confirmation  notice  (confirming  the  business  address  as  his/her  residence 
address),  then  the  voter  registrar  has  to  accept  the  address  provided  by  the  voter  and  leave  the  voter 
registered  at  that  address.  Voter  Registrars  believing  this  information  to  be  a  false  statement  may  refer 
the  information  to  the  County  Attorney  or  District  Attorney  to  investigate  it,  since  claiming  that 
address  as  a  residence  address  could  be  fraudulent. 

Options  for  processing  a  voter  registration  application: 

Current  law  allows  for  four  possible  outcomes  when  proeessing  any  voter  application.  Depending  on 
the  circumstances  of  the  application  the  processing  of  an  application  may  result  in: 

•  The  individual  becoming  a  registered  voter  -  if  all  information  on  the  application  is  complete 
(not  missing  any  information  required  for  registration),  the  residence  address  is  located  within 
the  county,  and  the  voter  registrar  has  no  reason  to  challenge  eligibility  or  immediately  reject 
the  application,  then  an  application  should  result  in  the  individual  becoming  a  registered  voter 
within  the  county.  (Section  13.072) 

•  The  applicant’s  registration  being  challenged  -  if  all  information  on  the  application  is  complete 
(not  missing  any  information  required  for  registration)  and  the  residence  address  is  located 
within  the  county,  but  the  voter  registrar  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  individual  is  not  in  fact 
eligible  for  registration,  then  the  registrar  may  challenge  the  application.  Challenges  may  be 
initiated  based  on  eligibility  (such  as  citizenship,  age,  etc.),  but  not  on  residence.  Depending  on 
the  outcome  of  the  challenge  procedure,  the  individual  may  or  may  not  become  a  registered 
voter.  (Section  13.074). 

•  The  applicant’s  application  being  rejected  and  the  individual  not  becoming  a  registered  voter  - 
an  application  may  be  immediately  rejected  if  an  individual  does  not  meet  the  current  age 
requirements  of  17  years  and  10  months,  responds  that  he  or  she  is  not  a  United  States  Citizen 
or  provides  an  address  that  is  out  of  the  registrar’s  county.  If  the  address  is  in  another  county, 
the  application  should  be  forwarded  to  the  correct  county  in  order  to  register  the  person. 
(Sections  13.072  &  13.073). 

•  The  application  being  determined  to  be  incomplete  and  placed  on  hold  awaiting  further 
information  from  the  applicant  -  in  such  circumstances,  a  Notice  of  Incomplete  is  sent  to  the 
applicant  notifying  the  applicant  that  he/she  has  ten  (10)  days  to  respond  with  a  completed 
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application.  Legally,  a  Notice  of  Incomplete  is  classified  as  a  Notice  of  Rejection,  but  from  a 
workflow  standpoint,  the  application  is  placed  on  hold  until  the  ten  (10)  days  granted  under 
Section  13.073(c)  has  expired.  (Section  13.073). 

Section  13.072  requires  that  a  voter  registrar  approve  an  application  if  the  registrar  determines  that  an 
application  complies  with  section  13.002  and  passes  the  Live  Check  process. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Elections  Division  at  l-800-252-VOTE(8683). 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  January  10,  2018  10:11  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-FPCA  deadline  advisories 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

As  a  reminder,  all  military  and  overseas  voters  that  have  submitted  their  request  to  vote  by  mail  must  have  their  ballot 
placed  in  the  mail  by  January  20,  2018  (45  days  before  the  March  6,  2018  primary  election).  This  deadline  must  be 
rriel.  We  are  aware  llial  there  have  been  a  number  of  late  changes  to  the  ballots  and  that  making  the  EPCA  deadline  will 
be  a  challenge.  However,  not  having  ballots  prepared  or  back  from  the  vendor  is  notan  excuse.  If  your  ballots  are  not 
ready,  you  must  prepare  emergency  ballots  and  meet  the  deadline  with  them.  We  are  eager  to  assist  you  with  the 
preparation  of  emergency  ballots.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  need  any  help. 

To  assist  you  in  meeting  his  deadline,  our  office  has  released  the  following  three  advisories  related  to  voting  by  mail. 
These  three  advisories  are  currently  available  live  on  our  website: 

Advisory  2018-02  -  Ballot  by  Mail  Deadlines:  HB  1 1 51 .  HB  929  (Regular  Session^:  SB  5  (Special  Sessionl 

Advisory  2018-03  -  Instructions  and  Deadlines  for  Mailinq/Emailinq  Ballots  Under  the  Federal  “MOVE  Act”  for  Overseas 

Vote 


Advisory  2018-04  -  FWABs  and  Voters  in  Hostile  Fire  Pay  and  Combat  Zones 
These  advisories  and  other  materials  are  posted  at  vour  Conducting  Your  Elections  pages. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you, 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.  state,  tx.us/elections/mdex.shtnil 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

WOTETEXHS.GOV 

POWERED 8YTKE  TEXAS SECRETMYSmAJ^  I 

The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  January  17,  2018  12:54  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA—FPCA  Ballot  deadline  and  emergency  ballot  procedures  advisory 
ADV2018-05  -  Emergency  Ballot  Procedures  (Primary).pdf;  TX  ReportingPrimElec_Blank 
2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  atn  writing  to  remind  you  that  military  and  overseas  ballots  requested  by  a  FPCA  must  be  sent  out  to  voters  by  your 
offices  no  later  than  Saturday,  January  20,  We  understand  that  there  have  been  several  last  minute  changes  to  the 
ballot  and  that  adverse  weather  this  week  also  impacted  your  schedules.  However,  the  deadline  must  be  met.  If  your 
ballots  are  not  prepared  in  time,  you  will  have  to  use  emergency  ballots.  I  am  attaching  an  advisory  on  emergency 
ballots  for  you  to  review.  An  excerpt  from  that  advisory  is  copied  below. 

In  addition,  1  will  be  asking  you  on  Monday  if  you  met  the  deadline.  If  you  failed  to  get  your  ballots  out,  then  I  will  need 
for  you  to  fill  out  the  attached  spreadsheet  and  send  it  back  to  me  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Monday. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  are  having'any  issues.  We  would  be  glad  to  assist  you  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  make  sure 
that  all  254  counties  mail  out  their  FPCA  ballots  by  Saturday. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BTTHE  TEXAS  SECRETARY  8F  mii 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Etection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 


You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time  to  meet  the  45-day 
deadline,  you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format, 
which  is  often  provided  fay  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you  may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a 
physical  copy  of  the  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you  could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the 
email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The 
main  key  is  that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  fornnat  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-05 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  January  17,  2018 

RE:  Emergency  Ballot  Procedures 


Saturday,  January  20,  2018  (the  45‘^  day  before  the  March  6,  2018  primary  election)  is  the 
deadline  for  all  ballots  to  be  mailed  to  all  military  and  overseas  voters.  If  a  federal  postcard 
application  (FPCA)  is  received  after  the  45th-day  deadline,  the  ballot  should  be  mailed  not  later 
than  the  seventh  calendar  day  after  the  date  the  FPCA  is  received.  If  your  official  ballots  are 
not  ready  to  be  sent  by  January  20,  2018,  you  must  create  and  send  emergency  ballots. 
Please  see  below  for  emergency  balloting  procedures.  It  is  not  acceptable  to  miss  the 
deadline  and  simply  wait  until  your  official  ballots  are  ready  to  mail  ballots  outside  the 
United  States. 

You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time 
to  meet  the  45-day  deadline,  you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the 
ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format,  which  is  often  provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you 
may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  physical  copy  of  the  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you 
could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the  email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have 
a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The  main  key  is 
that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  format  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 

Additionally,  emergency  ballots  may  be  used  in  the  event  a  polling  place  runs  out  of  ballots  or 
experiences  technical  problems  with  a  voting  system.  Under  state  law,  once  the  polling  place  is 
open  it  must  remain  open.  Having  run  out  of  ballots  is  not  a  ground  for  closing  the  polling  place 
or  suspending  voting  for  a  time  until  more  ballots  can  be  received.  Therefore,  we  suggest  that 
you  advise  election  judges  to  monitor  the  number  of  ballots  remaining  throughout  the  day  on 
election  day  and  to  contact  you  immediately  if  they  run  low.  This  memorandum  provides  the 
procedures  on  how  to  replenish  a  polling  place’s  ballot  supply.  Therefore,  please  distribute 
copies  of  this  memorandum  to  each  of  your  election  judges. 
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NOTE;  County  Chairs  are  responsible  for  ensuring  there  are  enough  ballots  at  polling  places 
during  the  primary,  unless  the  Chair  contracted  with  their  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator 
for  the  distribution  of  ballots. 

Pre-Election  Day 

Regardless  of  what  type  of  voting  system  your  county  uses,  before  election  day  your  office  may 
want  to  assess  your  early  voting  ballot  supply  for  possible  use  on  election  day.  If  early  voting  by 
mail  or  personal  appearance  turnout  has  been  heavy,  you  may  want  to  consider  having  additional 
ballots  prepared  for  possible  use  on  election  day  in  your  polling  places. 

Paper  and  Optical  Scan  Ballots 

If  you  find  that  a  precinct  is  about  to  run  out  of  ballots,  whether  paper  or  optical  scan  ballots,  you 
have  two  options.  One  option  is  that  the  election  judge  contacts  you  and  you  rush  additional 
ballots  to  the  precinct.  If  you  do  not  have  additional  election  day  ballots  for  that  precinct,  your 
office  can  use  the  early  voting  ballots  for  that  precinct.  If  no  ballots  for  that  precinct  are 
available,  your  office  can  make  adjustments  to  the  ballots  of  the  same  ballot  style,  if  necessary, 
in  accordance  with  Section  52.006  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

The  second  option  is  for  you  or  the  election  judge  to  take  one  of  the  unvoted  official  ballots  and 
make  copies.  Before  copying  the  official  ballot,  white  out  or  obscure  the  ballot  number  printed 
on  the  ballot.  The  judge  must  sign  the  backs  of  the  copied  ballots  and  serially  number  them, 
beginning  with  the  next  number  from  your  ballot  order.  Please  note  that  our  office  would  prefer 
copies  of  an  official  ballot  be  used,  but  if  you  or  the  precinct  election  judge  do  not  have  any 
official  ballots  to  copy  when  you  first  realize  there  is  a  shortage,  copies  of  a  sample  ballot  can  be 
used  instead.  You  should  make  a  note  on  the  ballot  register  form  indicating  how  many 
emergency  ballots  you  created  and  the  range  of  numbers  you  used  on  the  ballots  created.  If  a 
copier  is  not  available  but  you  have  some  pieces  of  paper,  you  might  be  able  to  copy  the  ballot 
by  hand.  Keeping  in  mind  the  length  of  the  ballot  in  the  primary  election,  rather  than  copy  the 
ballot  yourself,  it  might  be  more  efficient  to  allow  voters  to  write  their  choices  on  a  piece  of 
paper  using  the  sample  ballot  available  at  the  polling  place.  In  this  situation,  the  judge  would 
sign  and  number  a  few  pieces  of  paper  and  place  them  face  down  and  out  of  numerical  sequence 
on  the  table.  The  judge  would  explain  to  voters  that  the  polling  place  has  run  out  of  ballots  and 
allow  them  to  pick  one  of  the  disarranged  pieces  of  paper,  just  as  they  would  choose  one  of  the 
official  ballots. 

DRE  Voting  System 

If  your  county  is  using  a  DRE  voting  system  and  the  machine  malfunctions,  the  election  judge 
should  follow  the  procedures  set  out  by  your  county  clerk/elections  administrator.  You  may 
want  to  provide  the  election  judge  with  paper  ballots  at  the  polling  place  to  use  in  emergencies  or 
for  provisional  voters.  If  so,  the  election  judge  would  simply  continue  using  these  ballots  and 
make  additional  copies  as  needed.  If  the  election  judge  is  not  provided  with  paper  ballots,  he  or 
she  will  have  to  follow  the  procedure  set  out  above  under  the  paper  and  optical  scan  ballots 
section  for  signing  and  numbering  pieces  of  paper  and  allowing  voters  to  utilize  the  sample 
ballot  to  write  in  their  choices. 
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We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  if  people  are  waiting  in  line  to  vote  at 
7:00  p.m.,  they  must  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  present  themselves  for  voting.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  contact  our  office  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date.  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Transmitting  jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-dav  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D. 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date.  If  a  jurisdiction  received  vaiid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  45-day  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
requested  by  the  45-day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilied  from  1  to  4  to  number  the  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  shouid  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission.  Identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  bailots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 
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deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  with  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  {and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  For  these 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  6.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  Jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  I.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  late  ballot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report(s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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Date  of  Report:  [Insert  here] 
2018  Federal  Primary  Election 


%  s 

;  i 

: ;  a.  •  1  ■  L^' 

Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  By 
01/20/18  For  Valid  Requests 
Received  By  That  Date  {If  an 
please  also  enter  details  in , 
"Late  Ballot  Transmission 
Data'  TAB) 

i 

i 

i 

B 

m 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-00031 3 


ii lij.j!.  J :V.i T.;.]! ir-v; ,i  :f' 

rOi‘=J 

yivVfii'i  ;:-.r«rr  -li 

Total  Ballots  IM 
0l/2U/lb  hur  V 
Roccivod  By  1 1 
plcdsu  also  cn 

ot 

^al 

lat 

er 

S 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000314 


■ 

.’r.rridt:.-, 

’  **  ^TC’  u  j  { i^rv*  I  "15  *  * 

r..,^i.‘,virf-i;Miirn- 

J5  1 

.  {iil/'.ljtajp 

rri/'lliy.l  'i-lrTr 

;y;C;r*ii:l^r'¥3CC-fi4iv  "'!£■ 

Total  B.illots  Not  Sunt  By  | 

01/20/18  For  Valid  Requests 
Received  By  That  Date  (If  anp 
please'also  enter  details  in  g 
Late  BillrtTnn«'mi  ii  n 

(?CiS 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-00031 5 


AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-00031 6 


Aiexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  January  19,  2018  4:13  PM 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  March  6  2018_DRAFT.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  March  6,  201 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will 
be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  Wliile  we 
don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so  that  our  office  will  be 
able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  January  26  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
information,  please  follow  the  instructions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Amdria  Perales  at  elections@,sos.texas.gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  so  s.  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


iyOTETEXJiS.GOV 

POWERED  BY  THE  TEXAS  SECRBmRYQF STATE  T 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  it  is  not 
intended  to  senre  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexj^^ 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Monday,  January  22,  2018  8:32  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA—FPCA  deadline  reporting. 

Attachments:  TX  ReportingPrimElec_Blank  2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 


I  am  writing  to  determine  whether  any  counties  failed  to  meet  the  deadline  for  mailing  FPCA  ballots  on  Saturday. 

If  you  did  not  send  your  FPCA  ballots  by  Saturday  please  fill  out  the  information  in  the  attached  spreadsheet.  The  most 
important  piece  of  information  necessary  is  your  plan  and  timing  for  getting  the  ballots  out  the  door.  I  need  to  hear 
from  you  by  the  end  of  the  day  today. 

Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/  S 


WOTETEXSB.BOV 

POWERED  BYTHE  TEMS SSmmRY Sf  Smm  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidentiai  and  wili  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 
Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
January  19,  2018 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Infonnation  for  the  March  6, 20 1 8  Republican  and  Democratic 
Primary  Election 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  March  6, 2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

ihis  iiitormation  muse  be  subniitieu  no  later  man  Friday,  January  26,  at  6  p.m. 

To  update  your  county  information: 

♦  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml. 


Election  MaiiaiieTiRriit  ;uid  CciliJkulKtu  S)sl»?iu 

LopaKsms- 
PAutewd  ' 

ss 


To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1.800.252.2216  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements: 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  1 0  characters. 

Passwords  less  than  1 5  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  !@#$%'^&*_+=?/~';:,o|\ 
Passwords  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000321 


Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2018  Republican  or  Democratic  Party  Primai-y  Election. 
Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election. 


EdiS  j  Events  \  Rac^  |  Counlt^  |  CaiKfidates 


2018-03-06  I  N  1  PRIMARY 


[^Events  |  Races  £Counbes  ]  Can^datesJ 


2018-03-06  I  N  1  PRIMARY 


2018  Democratic  Pa:tyPrimazyElccHon(322) 
2018  Republican  Party  Prlmaiy  Election(321) 


•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 


•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total 
number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Precincts 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP),  enter  the  number  of 
Election  Day  polling  locations  within  vour  county,  including  one  f  11  for  early  voting.  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  □  Optical  Scan  □  Automark  U  DRE  □ 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numbers,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces. 


1  Nax&«^ 


!  Contact  Phoned 


1  Ceil  Phoned 


\  Delete  | 


•  Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes.  I  Update 


•  Logout 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.2216. 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date.  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  ColumnA.  Listnumber.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A,  The  last  number  in  coiumn  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Columns.  Transmitting  jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D. 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date.  If  a  jurisdiction  received  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  45-day  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
requested  by  the  45-day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  ColumnA.  Listnumber.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  4  to  numberthe  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission.  Identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  ballots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 

Page  1  of  2 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  with  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  For  these 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  [e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  G.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  Jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  I.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  iate  bailot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report(s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Monday,  January  22,  2018  10:06  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 


Good  morning. 

We  are  aware  that  you  are  not  able  to  access  the  2018  Democratic  Primary  Election  in  EMCS  to  update  our 
contact  information.  We  are  working  on  the  problem  and  hope  to  have  it  resolved  soon.  Feel  free  to  try  back  this 
afternoon  or  tomorrow. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience. 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  January  19,  2018  4:13  PM 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Importance:  High 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  Mareh  6, 201 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
'-ir  the  Internet,  wc  still  n:.';:'’  to  populate  our  datab.ase  v/ith  the  names  and  nhon.e  numbers  of  personnel 
authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will 
be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While  we 
don’t  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will  be 
able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 


This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  January  26  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
information,  please  follow  the  instnictions  provided  in  the  attached  doeument. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contaet  Amdria  Perales  at  electionsfSisos.texas  sov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
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www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/ 


¥OTETEXfiS.GaV  > 

POWERED  BYTHE  TSMS SeCH£mRY 8f  STAT^  | 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  January  22,  2018  2:17  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— VR/EA— Source  Code  18  for  High  School  Registrations 


Dear  Voter  Registrars/Election  Administrators  - 

You  may  be  aware  that  our  office  has  been  working  with  High  School  Principals  to  help  ensure  they  are  providing  eligible 
high  school  students  with  the  opportunity  to  register  to  vote  under  Section  13.046(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  As 
part  of  this  process,  we  will  be  reinstating  the  use  of  High  School  specific  Voter  Registration  Applications  to  assist  with 
the  tracking  of  these  registrations. 

To  that  end,  we  are  now  have  Voter  Registration  Applications  printed  with  a  Source  Code  18  in  order  to  provide  them  to 
High  School  Principals  for  use  in  the  schools.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  High  Schools  were  previously  provided  with 
Source  Code  42  applications  and  may  have  stock  with  that  source  code  still  in  use.  We  request  that  any  Voter 
Registration  Applications  being  submitted  to  your  office  by  a  High  School  Principal  or  VDR  indicating  they  are  delivering 
them  on  behalf  of  a  High  School  Principal  be  coded  with  a  Source  Code  "18  -  High  Schools"  for  tracking  purposes 
(regardless  of  the  source  code  on  the  application  itself).  Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/iiide.x.shtinl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Sut  vev".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Thursday,  January  25,  2018  9:17  AM 

Subject:  Mass  Email— CC/EA—  Advisory  2018-06  -  Joint  Primary  Signs 

Attachments:  ADV2018-06  -  Joint  Primary  Election  Signage.pdf;  13-9  Sign  for  Joint  Primary 

Election.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

Our  office  has  issued  Advisory  2018-06  Joint  Primary  Signage  to  provide  guidance  on  changes  that  were  made  to 
Section  172.126  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  related  to  authorized  signs  in  Joint  Primary  Elections.  We  have  also  issued  a 
sample  Joint  Primary  Election  Sign  for  use  in  the  polling  place  at  the  check-in  table.  You  are  not  required  to  use  our 
sample  form.  If  you  create  your  own  form,  it  must  be  approved  by  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State.  Please  email  your 
approval  requests  to  elections(5)sos.texas.gov. 

Both  the  advisory  and  the  sample  sign  are  attached  to  this  email  as  a  PDF.  Both  will  be  posted  to  our  website  this  week. 

When  posted,  this  advisory  will  be  available  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  page.  The  sample  form  will  be  located  in 
both  the  County  Chairs  Forms  Manual  and  the  Main  Election  Forms  Manual. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 


Christina  Worrel!  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections (S sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/eiections 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

No.  2018-06 


TO: 

County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators/County  Chairs 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

/  P-' 

DATE: 

January  25,  2018 

RE: 

Joint  Primary  Election  Signage 

House  Bill  1735  (85th  Legislature,  RS,  2017),  amended  Section  172.126  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code  by  adding  Subsection  (g-l).  The  added  subsection  provides  that,  to  the  extent  possible,  in  a 
joint  primary  election  or  joint  primary  runoff  election,  a  voter  must  be  allowed  privacy  when 
indicating  the  voter’s  choice  as  to  which  political  party’s  primary  or  primary  runoff  the  voter 
chooses  to  vote  in.  The  subsection  also  provides  that  a  voter  may  indicate,  without  verbalizing, 
the  voter’s  choice  by  pointing  to  which  party’s  ballot  the  voter  choses  and  gives  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  authority  to  prescribe  a  sign  to  inform  voters  of  this  option.  The  sign  must  be  posted  in 
each  polling  place  besiue  'n,c  .j.gnalure  roster. 


In  accordance  with  Section  172.126(g-l),  our  office  prescribes  the  following  parameters  for 
signage  notifying  voters  of  the  option  of  nonverbally  selecting  a  primary  ballot: 


•  Signage  must  be  on  ONE  sheet  of  paper  of  standard  size  (8.5  in.  X  1 1  in.). 

•  Signage  must  be  in  standard  font  that  is  of  sufficient  size  to  be  legible  to  a  voter 
completing  the  signature  roster. 

•  Signage  must  inform  voters  that  they  have  the  option  of  selecting  a  ballot  by 
indicating,  without  verbalizing,  their  choice  of  ballot  by  pointing. 

•  Signage  may  also  include  party  designations  that  voters  may  point  to  in  order  to 
indicate  their  choice  of  ballot. 

•  If  signage  includes  party  designations,  the  party  designation  areas  must  be  completely 
equal  to  one  another  with  respect  to  size  on  the  page  and  font  size. 

•  Signage  must  meet  all  applicable  bilingual  or  multi-lingual  requirements. 

The  party  may  create  their  own  form;  however,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  prescribed  a  sample 
form.  It  is  located  in  the  County  Chairs  forms  manual  and  the  Main  Election  Forms  Manual  and 
is  listed  as  “Sign  for  Joint  Primary  Election.” 
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House  Bill  1735  also  amended  Section  172.127  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  to  provide  that  the 
presiding  judge  or  alternate  presiding  Judge  for  a  precinct  polling  place  in  a  primary  or  primary 
runoff  election  may  post  signs  at  the  polling  place  identifying  the  names  of,  or  symbols 
representing,  any  political  party  holding  an  election  at  the  polling  place.  The  posted  signs  may 
not  refer  to  a  candidate  or  a  measure  on  the  ballot.  The  amended  section  also  gives  the  Secretary 
of  State  authority  to  prescribe  rules  in  order  to  provide  that  signs  posted  in  the  same  county  by 
different  political  parties  are  of  similar  size  and  format. 

In  accordance  with  Section  172.127,  our  office  prescribes  the  following  parameters  for  signage 
identifying  political  parties  holding  a  primary  or  primary  runoff  election  at  a  polling  place: 

•  Signage  must  be  on  ONE  sign  no  larger  than  medium  poster  size  (1 8  in.  X  24  in.) 

•  Signage  may  designate  the  party  holding  the  primary  or  primary  election  by  naming  the 
party,  using  a  symbol  to  represent  the  party,  or  both 

•  If  more  than  one  political  party  is  holding  a  primary  election  or  primary  runoff  election  in 
the  same  county,  the  signs  must  be  completely  equal  to  one  another  with  respect  to  size, 
font  and  font  size  used  on  the  signs 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  situations  that  are  not  covered  by  this  memo,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  January  25,  2018  10:19  AM 

Mass  Email— CC/EA— Advisory  2018-07  Updated  Primary  Election  Procedures 
ADV2018-07  -  Updated  Primary  Election  Procedures  (FINAL).pdf;  Democratic  Party  - 
Notice  of  Convention  (specific). pdf;  Democratic  Pary  -  Notice  of  Convention  Generic.pdf; 
Republican  Party  -  Editab]e_Notice  of  Convention.pdf;  Republican  Party  -  Notice  of 
Convention.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

Our  office  has  issued  Advisory  2018-07  Updated  Primary  Election  Procedures  to  provide  guidance  on  various 
legislative  and  administrative  changes  that  affect  the  Primary  Election,  The  advisory  is  attached  to  this  email  and  will  be 
posted  to  our  website  later  this  week. 

As  a  result  of  HB  1735,  Section  172.1114  was  amended  to  allow  for  the  distribution  of  the  Notice  of  Convention  at  each 
polling  place.  The  state  chair  of  each  political  party  shall  prescribe  a  form  for  the  notice  which  must  be  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Both  the  Democratic  Party  and  the  Republican  Party  have  prescribed  forms  and  received 
approval  on  their  forms.  These  forms  are  attached  to  this  email.  They  will  be  posted  in  the  County  Chairs  Forms 
Manual  later  this  week. 

Early  voting  clerks  should  coordinate  with  their  local  county  chair  on  the  use  of  the  attached  forms.  If  the  local  party 
chair  wishes  to  prescribe  their  own  form,  it  must  be  approved  by  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State.  Please  email  your 
approval  requests  to  elections(5)sos.texas.gov. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  j  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.8O0.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections (Ssos.texas.gQv  |  www.sos.texas.gov/electlons 
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To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Prescribed  by  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Section  172.126,  Texas  Election  Code 
01/2018 


Voters:  You  choose  which  primary  election  you 
vote  in.  You  may  verbally  tell  the  election  judge 
which  ballot  you  would  like  or  you  may  indicate 
your  choice  by  pointing  to  the  party  name 
below. 

Votantes:  Debe  elegir  la  eleccion  primaria  en  la  que  desea 
votar.  Usted  puede  decirle  verbalmente  al  juez  de  eleccion  que 
boleta  le  gustara,  o  puede  indicar  su  preferencia  senalando  el 
nombre  del  partido  a  continuacion. 


Democratic 

Republican 

Party 

Party 

Partido 

Partido 

Democratico 

Republicano 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fa.x;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  2  52- VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

No.  2018-07 


TO;  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators/County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  January  25,2018 

RE:  Updated  Primary  Election  Procedures 


House  Bill  1735,  (85th  Legislature,  RS,  2017),  effective  September  1, 2017,  made  numerous  changes 
to  how  primary  elections  are  conducted.  While  all  changes  made  by  House  Bill  1735  were  mentioned 
in  our  2017  Legislative  Summary  and  will  not  be  discussed  here,  this  advisory  will  provide  additional 
guidance  about  the  most  impactful  changes  introduced  by  this  bill. 

Primary  Financing  Changes 

House  Bill  1735  made  several  changes  to  the  way  that  expenses  are  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
First.  Section  1 '73.0832  “^f  the  Te''as  Flection  Code  was  amended  to  require  all  counties  contractinu 
with  a  political  party  to  provide  services  related  to  the  primary  election  to  directly  report  primary 
expenses  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Each  county  election  officer  will  need  to  complete  a  primary 
estimate  using  the  Secretary  of  State’s  online  tool.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  primary  and  primary 
runoff,  the  county  election  officer  will  need  to  report  their  expenses  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Our 
office  has  also  prepared  a  short  video  tutorial  for  this  process. 

Additionally,  Section  173.0833  of  the  Code  was  amended  to  require  voting  system  vendors  to  report 
expenses  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Our  office  has  prescribed  the  format  for  vendor  expenses  to 
be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  vendors  will  report  any  expenses  for  services,  such  as 
printing,  programming  or  technical  support,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  these  expenses  should  not  be 
included  as  a  part  of  the  primary  estimate  from  either  the  party  or  the  county  election  officer.  Parties 
and  counties  should  work  together  to  ensure  that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  only  being  invoiced  once  for 
costs  incurred  in  association  with  conducting  the  primary  election. 

Candidate  Data  and  Canvassing  Changes 

House  Bill  1735  incorporated  data  entry  for  candidate  filings  and  canvassing  into  the  existing  system 
used  for  reporting  election  night  results  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  the  entire  process  of  the 
primary  for  an  individual  candidate,  from  filing  their  application  for  place  on  the  primary  ballot  to  the 
certification  of  the  canvass,  will  be  available  on  the  Secretary  of  State’s  website.  At  the  time  of  filing, 
the  candidate’s  information  from  their  primary  application  will  be  entered  on  to  the  website  by  the 
appropriate  chair.  The  appropriate  chair  will  then  update  the  respective  status  of  each  candidate,  and 
after  the  filing  deadline,  the  chair  will  set  the  ballot  order  for  all  candidates  that  will  appear  on  that 
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county  party’s  ballot.  After  the  ballot  order  for  the  candidates  has  been  completed,  the  county  or 
vendor,  as  appropriate,  will  use  the  information  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  website  to  build  their 
ballot.  Additionally,  the  appropriate  chair  will  notify  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  of  any  changes  to  a 
candidate’s  status,  such  as  ineligibility  or  rejection  of  their  application  due  to  form,  content  and 
procedure. 

House  Bill  1735  amended  Section  172.1 13  of  the  Code  to  require  that  the  unofficial  tabulation  of 
results  be  completed  by  the  county  election  officer,  rather  than  the  party  chair.  The  county  will  input 
the  unofficial  results  into  the  Election  Night  Returns  system  for  district  and  statewide  races  in  the  same 
way  that  the  county  have  done  so  in  the  past.  However,  counties  will  also  now  input  totals  for  county- 
level  races  into  the  system  prior  to  the  county  party’s  canvass.  The  county  will  have  until  the  9‘'’  day 
after  Election  Day  to  input  the  unofficial  results,  including  provisional  or  overseas  ballots.  Seelion 
172.1 16(d)  of  the  Code  was  amended  to  require  the  county  party  to  conduct  the  canvass  using  the 
unofficial  results  input  into  the  Secretary  of  State’s  online  system.  The  county  chair  will  review  the 
unofficial  results,  make  any  necessary  changes,  and  certify  online.  The  canvassed  county  results  will 
then  be  used  by  the  state  chairs  to  conduct  the  statewide  canvass.  Additionally,  Section  172. 123  of  the 
Code  was  amended  to  allow  the  certification  of  the  canvass  on  the  Secretary  of  State’s  website  to  serve 
as  placing  the  election  results  in  the  county  election  register. 

Primary  Sign  and  Notice  Changes 

House  Bill  1735  also  made  several  changes  to  notices  and  signs  given  and  posted  in  the  polling  place. 
Section  172.1 1 12  of  the  Code  was  amended  to  require  the  Notice  of  General  Primary  Election  to  be 
posted  by  the  county,  although  it  is  still  completed  by  the  chair.  The  content  and  the  posting 
requirements  of  the  notice  have  not  changed,  and  as  thus,  no  changes  to  the  Notice  of  General  Primary 
Election  were  required.  The  county  and  the  chairs  should  coordinate  to  timely  issue  and  post  the 
notice  at  the  appropriate  locations. 

Additionally,  House  Bill  1735  allowed  for  the  posting  of  two  new  signs:  one  to  allow  voters  in  a  joint 
primary  to  indicate  their  party  preference  nonverbally  and  one  identifying  by  name  or  symbol  any 
political  party  holding  a  primary  election  at  a  polling  place.  Our  office  has  prepared  a  specific  advisory 
on  that  issue,  2018-06.  Please  see  Advisory  2018-06  for  more  details. 

House  Bill  1 735  also  allowed  for  the  Notice  of  Convention  to  be  distributed  in  the  polling  place. 
Further,  the  Certificate  of  Affiliation  can  now  be  combined  with  the  Notice  of  Convention.  Section 
172.1 1 14  of  the  Code  was  amended  to  require  the  state  chair  to  prescribe  a  general  form,  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  can  be  used  in  each  county.  A  copy  of  each  party’s  approved  Notice  of 
Convention  has  been  attached  to  this  email.  A  county  party  is  able  to  modify  only  the  date,  time, 
location,  and  contact  information  on  the  notice  without  prior  approval  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  Any 
other  modifications  require  review  and  approval  by  our  office  prior  to  distribution.  If  a  county  party 
wishes  to  generate  a  notice  specific  to  their  county,  they  are  required  to  submit  that  notice  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  approval. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  that  are  not  covered  by  this  Advisory,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216  or  elections@,sos.texas.gov. 

KI:CA:TJ 
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Prescribed  by  Republican  Party  of  Texas 
Section  172.1 1 14,  Texas  Election  Code 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  State  01/18 


Notice  of  Conventions 

Party  conventions  are  held  every  two  years.  There  are  3  levels  of  conventions  this  year;  precinct,  county/senate  district, 
and  state.  Attendees  at  each  level  pass  resolutions  and  elect  delegates  to  the  next  level  convention.  These  resolutions 
and  delegates  help  shape  the  party  platform  and  its  direction  regarding  public  policy.  To  be  a  delegate,  you  must 
affiliate  with  the  Republican  Party  (by  voting  in  the  Republican  Primary  or  by  talcing  an  oath  of  affiliation).  Once 
affiliated  you  cannot  vote  or  participate  in  another  party’s  primary  or  convention  process  for  the  remainder  of  the 
voting  year. 


To  participate  in  your  precinct  convention,  bring  the  Certificate  of  Affiliation  to  your  precinct  convention: 
_ ,  2018; _ at _ _ _ 

(date)  (time)  (name  of  location) 

(address  of  location) 

For  more  information  about  local  conventions,  contact: 

County  Republican  Party  at  or 

(county  name)  (phone)  (email) 

For  more  information  about  the  conventions  visit:  http_si//www.teAasgpp,pra/20J  8-conyentipn/ 

To  contact  the  state  party,  call  512-477-9821  or  email  info(a).texasgop.org 


CERTIFICATE  OF  PARTY  AFFILIATION 

_ has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  Party  on _ 

(Name  of  affiliate)  (Date) 

(Complete  if  applicable) 

The  party  function  at  which  the  affiliation  occurred  was; 


Signature  of  Member  of  County  E.xecutive  Committee 


Printed  Name  of  Person  Signing 


Official  Position  of  Person  Signing 
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Prescribed  by  Republican  Party  of  Texas 
Seclion  172.1114,  Texas  Election  Code 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  State  01/16 


Anuncio  sobre  convenciones 


Las  convenciones  de  partido  se  llevan  a  cabo  cada  dos  anos.  Hay  3  niveles  de  convenciones  este  ano:  la  del  precinto 
electoral,  la  del  condado  o  distrito  senatorial,  y  la  del  estado.  Los  asistentes  a  cada  nivel  adoptan  resoluciones  y  eligen 
delegados  a  la  convencion  del  proximo  nivel.  Estas  resoluciones  y  estos  delegados  ayudan  a  determinar  la  plataforma 
del  partido  y  su  direccion  con  respecto  a  la  polltica  publica.  Para  ser  delegado,  hay  que  afiliarse  al  Partido  Republicano 
(por  volar  en  el  Primario  Republicano  o  por  lomar  un  juramenlo  de  afiliacibn).  Una  vez  que  una  persona  se  haya 
afiliado,  no  puede  votar  ni  participar  en  el  primario  o  el  proceso  de  convencion  de  ningiin  otro  partido  por  el  resto  del 
ano  electoral. 


Para  participar  en  su  convencion  de  precinto,  lleve  el  Certificado  de  AfiHacion  a  su  convencion  de  precinto: 
_ ,  2018; _ a _ 

(fecha)  (hora)  (nombre  del  lugar) 

(direccion  del  liigar) 

Para  mas  infoimacion  sobre  convenciones  locales,  favor  de  contactar: 

Partido  Republicano  del  condado _ a _ o _ 

(nombre  del  condado)  (telefono)  (correo  electrdiiico) 

Para  mas  informacion  sobre  las  convenciones,  favor  de  visitar:  https://www.texasgOD.org/20 1 8-convention/ 

Para  contactar  el  partido  estatal,  favor  de  llamar  a  512-477-9821  o  mandar  un  correo  electronico  a:  info@,texasgop.org 


CERTIFICADO  DE  AFILIACION  DE  PARTIDO  POLITICO 

_ se  afilia  con  el  Partido  Republicano  el  dfa _ de 


(nombre  de  la  persona  afiliada) 

(Complete  si  aplicable) 

La  funcion  del  partido  politico  durante  la  cual  sucedio  la  afiliacion  es: 


de,  20 


Firma  del  Miembro  del  Comite  Ejecutivo  del  Condado 


Nombre  del  Firmante  En  Letra  de  Molde 


Posicion  Oflcial  del  Firmante 
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Prescribed  by  Texas  Democratic  Party 
Sectlor>  172,1114,  Texas  Election  Code. 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  State  01/18 


NOTICE  OF  YOUR  COUNTY  AND  SENATE  DISTRICT  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  CONVENTION 
aviso  de  la  convencion  del  partido  democratico  del  distrito  de  su  condado  y  senado 

_ (name  of  voter)  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party  on 

March  6,  2018.  (nombre  del  votante)  se  afilid  con  el  Partido  Democrata  el  6  de  marzo  de  2018 


Convention  will  begin  at  XX  on 
March  24,  2018 

La  convencion  empezara  a  las _ el  dia  24  de  Marzo  de  2018 

Location: 

Ubicacion 

XXX 

Address: 

XX  County  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democrata  del  Condo  de  XXX 

County  Party  Address 

Condado  direccion 

County  Party  Email 

Correo  electronico 

County  Party  Phone  Number 

Numero 

NOTICE  OF  YOUR  COUNTY  AND  SENATE  DISCTRICT  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  CONVENTION 

aviso  de  la  convencion  del  partido  democratico  del  distrito  de  su  condado  y  senado 

_ (name  of  voter)  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party  on 

March  6,  2018.  (nombre  del  votante)  se  afiHo  con  el  Partido  Democrata  el  6  de  marzo  de  2018 


Texas  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democratico  de  Texas 

1106  Lavaca,  Ste.  100 
Austin,  TX  78701 
vellowdoq@txdemocrats.ora 

512-478-9800 


Convention  will  begin  at  XX  on 
March  24,  2018 

La  convencion  empezara  a  las _ el  dia  24  de  Marzo  de  2018 

Location: 

Ubicacion 

XXX 

Address: 

XX  County  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democrata  del  Condo  de  XXX 

County  Party  Address 

Condado  direccion 

County  Party  Email 

Correo  electronico 

County  Party  Phone  Number 

Numero 


Texas  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democratico  de  Texas 

1106  Lavaca,  Ste.  100 
Austin,  TX  78701 
vellowdoa@txdemocrats.ora 

512-478-9800 
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AMERICAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000346 


Prescribed  by  Texas  Democratic  Party 
Section  172.1114,  Texas  Election  Code. 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  Slate  01/18 


NOTICE  OF  YOUR  COUNTY  AND  SENATE  DISTRICT  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  CONVENTION 

aviso  de  la  convencion  del  partido  democratico  del  distrito  de  su  condado  y  senado 

_ (name  of  affiliate)  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party  on 

March  6,  2018.  (nombre  de  aflliado)  se  afilio  con  el  Partido  Democrata  el  6  de  marzo  de  2018 


11  AM  ON  SATURDAY,  MARCH  24, 
2018 

11:00  a.m.  SABADO,  24  DE  MARZO  DE  2018 

FIND  YOUR  LOCATION  AND 

THE  CONVENTION  - 

INFORMATION  HERE 

ENCUENTRE  LA  UBICACION  Y  LA 
INFORMACION  DE  LA  CONVENCION  AQUI 


You  can  pre-register  for  the  convention  and 
find  the  time  of  day  of  the  convention  and 
the  location  at  this  website: 


Puede  preinscribirse  para  la  convencion  y  encontrar  la  bora 
del  dia  de  la  convencion  y  la  ubicacion  en  este  sitio  web 


http://texasdemocraticconvention.com/ 

Texas  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democratico  de  Texas 


1106  Lavaca,  Ste.  100 
Austin,  TX  78701 
vellowdoa@txdemocrats.orQ 


512-478-9800 


NOTICE  OF  YOUR  COUNTY  AND  SENATE  DISCTRICT  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY  CONVENTION 

dfl  Ifi  rnnvfinrinn  nrirtirfn  Hf^mnrrAtirn  ripl  rip  <;//  rnn<i?^rin  v  <ipn?ir1n 


_ (name  of  affiliate)  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  Party  on 

March  6,  2018.  (nombre  de  afiliado)  se  afilio  con  el  Partido  Democrata  el  6  de  marzo  de  2018 


11  AM  ON  SATURDAY,  MARCH 
24,  2018 

11:00  a.m.  SABADO,  24  DE  MARZO  DE  2018 

FIND  YOUR  LOCATION  AND 

THE  CONVENTION  _ 

INFORMATION  HERE 

ENCUENTRE  LA  UBICACION  Y  LA 
INFORMACION  DE  LA  CONVENCION  AQUI 


You  can  pre-register  for  the  convention  and 
find  the  time  of  day  of  the  convention  and 
the  location  at  this  website: 

Puede  preinscribirse  para  la  convencion  y  encontrar  la  bora 
del  dia  de  la  convencion  y  la  ubicacion  en  este  sitio  web 


http://texasdemocraticconvention.com/ 

Texas  Democratic  Party 

Partido  Democratico  de  Texas 


1106  Lavaca,  Ste.  100 
Austin,  TX  78701 
vellowdoQ@txdemocrats.ora 


512-478-9800 
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Prescribed  by  Republican  Parly  of  Texas 
Section  172.1114,  Texas  Election  Code 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  Stale  01/18 


Notice  of  Conventions 


Party  conventions  are  held  every  two  years.  There  are  3  levels  of  conventions  this  year;  precinct,  county/senate  district, 
and  state.  Attendees  at  each  level  pass  resolutions  and  elect  delegates  to  the  next  level  convention.  These  resolutions 
and  delegates  help  shape  the  party  platform  and  its  direction  regarding  public  policy.  To  be  a  delegate,  you  must 
affiliate  with  the  Republican  Party  (by  voting  in  the  Republican  Primary  or  by  taking  an  oath  of  affiliation).  Once 
affiliated  you  cannot  vote  or  participate  in  another  party’s  primary  or  convention  process  for  the  remainder  of  the 
voting  year. 


To  participate  in  your  precinct  convention,  bring  the  Certificate  of  Affiliation  to  your  precinct  convention: 
_ ,  2018; _ at _ 

(date)  (time)  (name  of  location) 


(address  of  location) 


For  more  information  about  local  conventions,  contact: 

County  Republican  Party  at  or 

(county  name)  (phone)  (email) 

For  more  information  about  the  conventions  visit:  httDs://www .texasgop.org/2018-convention/ 
To  contact  the  state  party,  call  512-477-9821  or  email  info/altexasgop.org 


CERTIFICATE  OF  PARTY  AFFILIATION 

_ has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  Party  on _ 

(Name  of  affiliate)  (Date) 

(Complete  if  applicable) 

The  party  function  at  which  the  affiliation  occurred  was: 


Signature  of  Member  of  County  E.xecutive  Committee 


Printed  Name  of  Person  Signing 


Official  Position  of  Person  Signing 
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Prescribed  by  Republican  Party  ofTexas 
Section  172.1114,  Texas  Election  Code 
Approved  by  Texas  Secretary  of  State  01/18 


Anuncio  sobre  convenciones 


Las  convenciones  de  partido  se  llevan  a  cabo  cada  dos  anos.  Hay  3  niveles  de  convenciones  este  ano:  la  del  precinto 
electoral,  la  del  condado  o  distrito  senatorial,  y  la  del  estado.  Los  asistentes  a  cada  nivel  adoptan  resoluciones  y  eligen 
delegados  a  la  convencion  del  proximo  nivel.  Estas  resoluciones  y  estos  delegados  ayudan  a  determinar  la  plataforma 
del  partido  y  su  direccion  con  respecto  a  la  politica  publica.  Para  ser  delegado,  hay  que  afiliarse  al  Partido  Republicano 
(por  votar  en  el  Primario  Republicano  o  por  tomar  un  juramento  de  afiliacion).  Una  vez  que  una  persona  se  haya 
afiliado,  no  puede  votar  ni  participar  en  el  primario  o  el  proceso  de  convencion  de  ningun  otro  partido  por  el  resto  del 
ano  electoral. 


Para  participar  en  su  convencion  de  precinto,  lleve  el  Certificado  de  Afiliacion  a  su  convencion  de  precinto: 
_ ,2018; _ a _ 

(fecha)  (hora)  (nombre  del  lugar) 

(direccion  del  lugar) 

Para  mas  informacion  sobre  convenciones  locales,  favor  de  contactar: 

Partido  Republicano  del  condado _  a  o 

(nomhre  del  condado)  (telefono)  (correo  clcclrdnico) 

Para  mas  informacion  sobre  las  convenciones,  favor  de  visitar:  https://www.texasgOD.org/2018-convention/ 

Para  contactar  el  partido  estatal,  favor  de  llamar  a  512-477-9821  o  mandar  un  correo  electronico  a:  info@texasgOD.org 


CERTIFICADO  DE  AFILIACION  DE  PARTIDO  POLITICO 


(nombre  de  la  persona  aflllada) 


se  afilia  con  el  Partido  Republicano  el  dia 


de 


(Complete  si  apl  (cable) 

La  funcion  del  partido  politico  durante  la  cual  sucedio  la  afiliacion  es: 


de,  20 


Firma  del  Miembro  del  Comite  Ejecutivo  del  Condado 


Nombre  del  Firmante  En  Letra  de  Molde 


Posicion  Oficial  del  Firmante 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000350 


AleJC^^^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  January  29,  2018  11:18  AM 
Elections  Internet 

-  REMINDER  -  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information 
Request 

ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  March  6  2018.pdf 


Good  Morning  - 

Just  a  friendly  reminder  that  your  County  Contact  information  Is  due  today  by  5 
pm.  EMCS  is  up  and  running.  So,  please  login  as  soon  as  possible. 

•  Login  to  EMCS  -  https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/LoQin.xhtml 

•  Reset  Password/Questions  -  call  1.800.252.2216,  option  4;  or  send  an  email  to 
Elections@sos.texas.Qov 

For  your  convenience,  the  instructions  are  attached.  Again,  DO  NOT  USE  THE 
DROPDOWN  MENU  at  the  top  of  the  County  Contact  Data  Entry  page. 


Thank  you. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
F’ections  Administratior*  -  Spedal  Projer*''; 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

VOTETEKRS.GOV  > 

P9w*«BsrT«  rf«ssrP!ifK*r«y«jirf  j 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  https://twitter.eom/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  January  26,  2018  10:44  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  information  Request 
Good  Morning, 

Due  to  this  week’s  technical  difficulties,  we  are  extending  the  County  Contact  Deadline  thru  Monday,  Jan  29 
at  5  pm. 
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When  updating  your  infonuation,  it  is  imperative  that  you  DO  NOT  USE  THE  DROPDOWN  MENU  AT 
THE  TOP  OF  THE  COUNTY  CONTACT  DATA  ENTRY  PAGE.  You  MUST  manually  enter  your  contact 
infonnation  and  click  the  “update”  button  to  submit  your  changes. 

Please  call  us  at  1.800.252.2216,  option  4,  if  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance. 


Thank  you, 


Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 

VBTETEKRSMm  > 

URL;  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
T witte r  -  https://twitter.eom/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  httD://www.facebool<.com/votetexas 


From:  Andria  Perales 

Sent:  Monday,  January  22,  2018  3:30  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Good  Afternoon, 

We  are  still  experiencing  some  technical  difficulties  regarding  the  Democratic  Primary  Elections.  It  was 
working  for  a  few  hours,  but  is  now  giving  us  an  error  message.  We  certainly  hope  to  have  it  resolved  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Ill  legal  ding  lo  enleiiiig  youi  cuiilacl  iiirurinalioii,  please  do  not  use  the  dropdown  nienu  at  the  top  of  the 
page.  Using  the  dropdown  will  not  allow  you  to  review  or  update  your  information.  Please  manually  enter  the 
information. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  further  assistance,  please  call  1.800.252.2216,  option  4. 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  patience. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

VOTETEXflLS.Gbv  > 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Andria  Perales 

Sent:  Monday,  January  22,  2018  10:04  AM 
To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(5)sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Good  morning, 

We  are  aware  that  you  are  not  able  to  access  the  2018  Democratic  Primary  Election  in  EMCS  to  update  our 
contact  information.  We  are  working  on  the  problem  and  hope  to  have  it  resolved  soon.  Feel  free  to  try  back  this 
afternoon  or  tomoiTOw. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  -  Special  Projects 


For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


mTBTBKRS.GOV 


ptmmtfmTfKasxcmimmmn  | 


URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/elections 
Twitter  -  https://twitter.eom/#l/votetexas 
Facebook  -  htto://www .facebook.com/votetexas 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  January  19,  2018  4:12  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <ElectionsPsos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-660)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request 
Importance:  High 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  March  6, 2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  niglit.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  personnel 
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authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting  system(s)  that  will 
be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on  election  night.  While  we 
don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information  so  that  our  office  will  be 
able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  January  26  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
information,  please  follow  the  instructions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.2216. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtinl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WOTETEXIIS.GOV" 

PBWEREB  8Y7HE  TmssSaREmRYaFBmTIE 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 

•  -• 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  January  1 9,  20 1 8 

RE:  Please  Provide  County  Contact  Infonnation  for  the  March  6, 20 1 8  Republican  and  Democratic 

Primary  Election 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  March  6, 2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primaiy  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don’t  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

1  Ills  iniormaiion  must  fae  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  January  26,  at  5  p.m. 

To  update  your  county  information: 

*  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml. 


i,-  -• 
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To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1.800.252.2216  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements: 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  10  chai-acters. 

Passwords  less  than  15  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  \@#$%''8c*_+=7/~'\:,o\\ 
Passwords  longer  than  1 5  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 
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•  Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  20 1 8  Republican  or  Democratic  Party  Primary  Election. 
Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election. 


EIniIoh  Name 

Eltctten 

Date 

Locked 

JBIectiooTj-pe 

2018  Democratic  Party  Primary  E]«ti(m(322) 

20!  8-03-05 

N 

PmiARY 

[  Edil  J  Evenls  [  Races  J  Couniies  |  Candidates  j 

2018  RepubUcaii  Party  Primary  £lection(3  21) 

201M3.0fi 

K 

PRI^iARY 

1  Edit  [  Evens  [_Rac«  ^ Counties  1  Candidates] 

•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 


Coup  ' 

Voter 

RcVftrailiog 

Prerlacts 

Max. 

Salaiv 

Krgloo 

(NKfint  Rrprrt 

A^fDERSON  J 

■  .  1  ■■■■.■  J  North  Central  '  j  ■  '■]  '  '  :  ■  ■  l'  ■ 

J  1  Texas  ■  '  I  1  -  1  '  '  ' 

N 

•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling  locations.  Your  total 
number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting  locations.) 


Precincts 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP),  enter  the  number  of 
Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county,  including  one  (1)  for  early  voting.  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night. 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  □  Optical  Scan  □  Automark  □  DREU 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station  [ 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numbers,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces. 


Name^ 


I  Contact  Phones 


I  CeiiPhone^ 


_ j  J  Home  Phone  j 


^1 


« 


Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes. 


Update 


•  Logout 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  January  31,  2018  8:05  AM 
VRTeam 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA-659)  -Voter  registration  deadline  memorandum 
VR  Application  Sample  Notification  -  March  6,  2018.pdf;  Voter  Registration  Postmarks 
and  Cut-Off  Dates.pdf 


To:  Ail  Tax  Assessor-CollectorsA^oter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  J anuary  3 1 , 20 1 8 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Monday,  February  5,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming  March 
6th  Primary  Elections.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not 
postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended 
order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  he 
timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 


3 .  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 


Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  February  5,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
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should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is 
no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  infonnation  or  need  additional  inforaiation,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

KI:BS 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


THE  ENCLOSED  VOTER  REGISTRATION 
APPLICATIONS  WITHOUT  POSTMARKS  CAME  TO 
OUR  OFFICE  IN  PACKAGES  WHICH  WERE 
POSTMARKED  ON  OR  BEFORE  FEBRAURY  5,  2018. 
THE  VOTERS  ARE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  MARCH  6, 
2018  PRIMARY  ELECTIONS.  ANY  QUESTIONS 
PLEASE  CALL  ANDRIA  PERALES  WITH  THE 
ELECTIONS  DIVISION  TOLL-FREE  AT  1-800-252- 
2216,  OPTION  4  OR  EMAIL 
APERALES@SOS.TEXAS.GOV. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

RE: 


All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 
Keith  Ingram,  Director/ 

January  31,  2018 
Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Monday,  February  5,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the 
upcoming  March  6th  Primary  Elections.  With  the  201 1  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are 
occasions  where  USPS  is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this 
situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine 
whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in 
order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter 
Registrars.  If  you  receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is 

after  the  deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received 
on  or  before  the  deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or 
letter  (sample  attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut¬ 
off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear  that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice 
is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible  for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the 
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envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the  applications  were  received  by  us 
after  February  5,  201 8  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election,  regardless  of  what  the 
applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR 
applications  contained  in  the  envelope  should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same 
day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was 
sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the  applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional 
information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216, 
option  1. 

KI:BS 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000362 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos,texas,gov> 

Wednesday,  January  31,  2018  4:54  PM 

Mass  Email— CCA'R/EA— Advisory  2018-08  Voter  Identification  Procedures 
ADV2018'08  Voter  Identification  Procedures.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

Attached  to  this  email  is  our  Advisory  2018-08  on  Voter  Identification  Procedures.  This  advisory  provides  updated 
information,  procedures,  and  forms  that  reflect  the  changes  in  law  under  Senate  Bill  5  from  the  85*^  Regular  Legislative 
Session  (2017). 

This  advisory  will  be  available  on  our  website  tonight.  All  forms  are  linked  in  the  advisory.  You  can  also  locate  these 
forms  in  our  Forms  Manual  which  you  can  will  find  on  our  Forms.  Resources,  and  Legal  Library  page. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state .  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS SEeREmnVSf  STATI  I 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Piease  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

No.  2018-08 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO: 

Election  Officials 

a  C) 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

lim 

DATE; 

January  31,  2018 

\y 

RE: 

Voter  Identification  Procedures  under  Senate  Bill  5  (2017) 

On  January  1,  2018,  certain  provisions  related  to  voter  identification  requirements  under  Senate  Bill  5 
from  the  85‘''  Regular  Legislative  Session  (2017)  went  into  effect.  These  changes  codified  certain 
components  of  the  interim  remedy  order  that  has  been  in  effect  for  Texas  elections  since  August  10, 
2016.  In  addition  to  codifying  part  of  this  interim  order,  SB  5  also  made  certain  modifications  to 
components  of  the  interim  remedy  order.  This  advisory  will  summarize  the  provisions  of  SB  5  ad 
explain  the  procedures  related  to  these  new  provisions. 


:nc 


T,-. 


n  Cod;; 


•  If  a  voter  possesses  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  identification,  the  voter  must  use  it  to  vote. 
For  voters  aged  1 8-69,  photo  identification  must  be  current  or  have  expired  no  more  than  four 
years  before  being  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place.  However,  a  voter  aged 
70  years  of  age  or  older  may  use  an  aeceptable  form  of  photo  identification,  no  matter  for  how 
long  it  has  been  expired,  so  long  as  it  is  otherwise  valid. 

•  If  a  person  does  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
identification,  then  the  person  can  present  a  supporting  form  of  identification  and  sign  a 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration,  and  vote  a  regular  ballot. 

•  Provides  a  list  of  acceptable  supporting  forms  of  identification. 

•  Provides  that  the  reasonableness  of  the  voter’s  claimed  impediment  may  not  be  questioned  by 
the  poll  workers  and  that  the  addresses  on  the  identifications  do  not  have  to  match  the  voter 
registration  address.  The  form  warns  that  false  statements  and  false  information  on  a 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  subject  a  person  to  prosecution  for  perjury  under  Chapter 
37,  Penal  Code,  or  Section  63.0013  ofthe  Texas  Election  Code. 

•  Provides  that  after  completing  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration,  the  election  worker 
must  affix  the  voter’s  VUID  to  the  declaration  and  note  on  the  combination  form  that  the 
declaration  was  used  by  the  voter. 

•  Provides  that  a  voter  may  cure  a  provisional  ballot  cast  due  to  the  failure  to  present  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification  or  follow  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration 
procedure  at  the  polls  or  a  voter  registration  certificate  with  an  “E”  notation  on  it  by  (1) 
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presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID;  (2)  if  the  voter  does  not  possess  and  cannot 
reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  executing  a  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  and  presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  supporting  ID;  or  (3),  if  applicable, 
submitting  the  affidavit  for  one  of  the  temporary  exemptions  (natural  disaster  or  religious 
objection  to  being  photographed);  or  (4)  if  applicable,  qualifying  for  the  permanent  disability 
exemption  to  presenting  acceptable  photo  ID  or  following  the  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  procedure,  within  6  days  of  election  day  at  the  voter  registrar’s  office. 

Voters  who  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  for  voting  are  still  required  to  present  it  in  order 
to  vote  in  person  in  all  Texas  elections.  With  the  exception  of  the  U.S.  Citizenship  Certificate,  which 
does  not  expire,  the  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  must  be  current  or,  for  voters  aged  18-69,  have 
expired  no  more  than  4  years  before  being  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place.  Voters 
over  the  age  of  70  may  present  an  acceptable  ID  that  is  expired  by  more  than  four  years  as  long  as  the 
ID  is  otherwise  valid. 

These  are  the  7  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID: 

1.  Texas  Driver  License  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety  (“DPS”) 

2.  Texas  Election  Identification  Certificate  issued  by  DPS 

3.  Texas  Personal  Identification  Card  issued  by  DPS 

4.  Texas  Handgun  License  issued  by  DPS 

5.  United  States  Military  Identification  Card  containing  the  person’s  photograph 

6.  United  States  Citizenship  Certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph 

7.  United  States  Passport  (book  or  card) 

Further,  voters  who  do  not  possess  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  cannot  reasonably 
obtain  one,  may  present  a  supporting  form  of  identification  of  the  voter  and  execute  a  Reasonable 
Impediment  Declaration  (“RID”)  (in  English  fPDFI  or  Spanish  ('PDFIL  The  Reasonable 
Impediment  Declaration  that  must  be  used  under  SB  5  has  various  modifications  from  the  interim 
remedy  ordering  including  :  (1)  the  addition  of  a  box  for  the  Voter’s  VUID,  (2)  the  elimination  of  the 
“other”  category  listed  under  the  reasonable  impediments,  (3)  a  statement  that  providing  a  false 
statement  or  false  information  on  the  RID  could  subject  the  voter  to  prosecution  for  perjury  under 
Chapter  37  of  the  Penal  Code,  or  Section  63.0013  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  (4)  modified 
descriptions  of  certain  supporting  IDs,  and  (5)  a  space  for  the  voter  registrar  to  sign  where  the  election 
judge  would  otherwise  sign  in  the  event  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  is  used  to  “cure”  a 
provisional  ballot  at  the  voter  registrar’s  office. 

These  are  the  6  forms  of  supporting  ID: 

1.  Copy  or  original  of  a  government  document  that  shows  the  voter’s  name  and  an  address,  including  the 
voter’s  voter  registration  certificate; 

2.  Copy  of  or  original  current  utility  bill; 

3.  Copy  of  or  original  bank  statement; 

4.  Copy  of  or  original  government  check; 

5.  Copy  of  or  original  paycheck;  or 

6.  Copy  of  or  original  of  (a)  a  certified  domestic  (from  a  U.S.  state  or  territory)  birth  certificate  or  (b)  a 
document  confirming  birth  admissible  in  a  court  of  law  which  establishes  your  identity  (which  may 
include  a  foreign  birth  document). 

Examples  of  government  documents  include  driver’s  licenses  from  other  states,  ID  cards  issued  by 
federally  recognized  Native  American  tribes  (if  the  ID  card  contains  an  address),  DPS  Receipts 
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(without  a  photo),  expired  voter  registration  certificates,  and  expired  Texas  DPS-issued  driver  licenses 
or  personal  ID  cards  (over  4  years).  Government  documents  do  NOT  include  Social  Security  cards  (no 
address),  public  college  or  university  IDs  without  an  address,  state/federal  employee  ID  cards  without 
an  address,  or  library  cards  without  an  address.  The  address  on  the  government  document  has  to  be  an 
address  of  the  voter.  It  does  not  have  to  match  the  address  on  the  Official  List  of  Registered  Voters. 

Training  Polling  Place  Workers  and  Procedures  for  County  Election  Officials 

Preparing  the  Polling  Place 

The  election  officials  should  be  prepare  the  polling  place  as  usual;  however,  they  should  be  provided 
with  the  following  versions  of  the  following  forms; 

1.  Voter  Information  Poster  (Form  7-7):  This  (as  of  01/2018)  form  should  be  posted  in 
both  English  (PDF')  and  Spanish  (PDF)  in  a  prominent  location  at  each  polling  place. 

2.  Notice  of  Acceptable  Identification  Poster  (Form  13-8):  This  form  (as  of  01/2018)  should  be 
posted  in  both  English  (PDF)  and  Spanish  tPDF't  in  a  prominent  location  outside  of  each 
polling  location  (available  in  three  sizes;  8.5x14  sizes  are  linked;  other  sizes  are  available  here). 

Qualifying  the  Voter 

1 .  The  poll  worker  should  ask  the  voter  whether  the  voter  possesses  one  of  the  acceptable  forms 
of  photo  ID,  which  is  either  current  or,  if  the  voter  is  aged  between  1 8-69  years,  not  expired 
more  than  four  years,  or,  if  the  voter  is  aged  70  or  older,  may  be  expired  for  any  length  of  time 
as  long  as  it  is  otherwise  valid.  If  the  voter  indicates  that  the  voter  possesses  one  of  these 
acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  ask  the  voter  to  present  that  acceptable 
form  of  photo  ID. 

o  If  the  voter  presents  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID.  the  poll  worker  should  proceed  to 
Step  2. 

o  NOTE:  If  a  voter  has  continued  access  to  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but,  for 
example,  forgets  to  bring  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  to  the  polling  place  and/or 
left  it,  for  example,  at  home  or  in  their  car,  the  voter  still  possesses  the  acceptable  photo 
ID  and  must  use  it  to  vote.  Accordingly,  /f  the  voter  states  that  they  possess  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but  they  did  not  bring  it  to  the  polling  place,  the  poll 
worker  should  explain  that  the  votei  may  take  one  of  two  actions; 

•  The  voter  may  leave  the  polling  place  and  return  with  their  acceptable  form  of 
photo  ID.  Once  they  return  with  their  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll 
worker  should  proceed  to  Step  2. 

-  The  voter  may  cast  a  provisional  ballot,  and  “cure”  by  appearing  at  the  county 
voter  registrar’s  office  within  6  calendar  days  of  election  day  and  presenting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  or  completing  a  natural  disaster  affidavit  because 
the  voter’s  acceptable  photo  ID  is  inaccessible  due  to  certain  natural  disasters. 

o  If^the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll 
worker  should  ask  the  voter  whether  the  voter  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one  of  the 
acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID. 

■  If  the  voter  says  “yes”,  that  they  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of 
photo  ID,  explain  to  the  voter  that  the  voter  can  show  a  supporting  form  of  ID 
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and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  (in  English 
PDF')  or  Spanish  (PDF')') 

•  Note:  If  the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably 
obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  poll  worker  should  not 
question  the  voter  as  to  why.  The  poll  worker  should  simply  state  that  if 
the  voter  does  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable 
form  of  photo  ID,  they  can  show  a  supporting  form  of  ID  and  execute  a 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration. 

•  Note:  The  poll  worker  may  not  question  the  reasonableness  of  the 
voter’s  reasonable  impediment.  For  example,  if  the  voter  checks  “lack  of 
transportation”,  the  poll  worker  may  not  challenge  the  voter’s  access  to  a 
bus  route  or  other  means  of  transportation.  A  signed  reasonable 
impediment  declaration  shall  be  rejected  only  upon  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  person  completing  the  declaration  is  not  the  person  in  whose 
name  the  ballot  is  cast. 

•  Note:  A  voter  who  does  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID 
includes  a  voter  who  does  not  possess  a  valid  form  of  acceptable  photo 
identification.  Accordingly,  a  voter  with  a  lost,  stolen,  suspended,  or,  if 
the  voter  is  aged  18-69,  expired  more  than  four  years,  or,  if  the  voter  is 
aged  70  or  older,  is  not  otherwise  valid  (for  these  voters  acceptable  photo 
IDs  may  be  expired  for  any  length  of  time  and  still  be  used  for  voting  so 
long  as  they  are  otherwise  valid),  form  of  photo  ID  listed  above  does  not 
possess  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  ID,  and  the  voter  could 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a 
supporting  form  of  identification  if  the  voter  cannot  reasonably  obtain  a 
replacement  of  the  identification  that  was  lost,  stolen,  suspended, 
revoked,  expired  or  another  form  of  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID. 

»  The  poll  worker  should  provide  the  voter  with  a  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration,  and  ask  the  voter  to  complete  the  form  by  writing  their  name, 
indicating  at  least  one  reasonable  impediment,  and  signing  and  dating  the 
Declaration. 

■  After  the  Declaration  is  completed  by  the  voter,  the  voter  should  return  the 
Declaration  to  the  poll  worker,  and  the  poll  worker  should  ask  the  voter  to 
present  one  of  the  forms  of  supporting  ID  of  the  voter.  The  election  judge  should 
enter  the  date  and  then  sign  on  the  space  provided  on  the  Declaration.  Either  the 
poll  worker  or  the  election  judge  should  indicate  on  the  Declaration  which 
supporting  form  of  identification  was  presented.  Either  the  poll  worker  or  the 
election  judge  shall  fill  in  the  voter’s  'VUID  in  the  appropriate  box  or  affix  a 
sticker  that  contains  the  information  across  the  box,  and  note  on  the  combination 
form  that  the  Declaration  was  used  by  the  voter.  Either  the  poll  worker  or  the 
election  judge  should  fill  in  the  Date  of  Election  and  Location  fields. 

^the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  the  voter 
can  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  the  voter  should  be  offered  a 
provisional  ballot.  The  voter  may  “cure”  by  appearing  at  the  county  voter  registrar’s 
office  within  6  calendar  days  of  election  day  and  presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
ID  or  qualifying  for  one  of  the  exemptions  (disability,  natural  disaster,  or  religious 
objection  to  being  photographed). 
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o  /f  the  voter  states  that  they  do  not  possess  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  the  voter 
would  otherwise  not  be  able  to  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but 
has  not  brought  a  supporting  form  of  ID  to  the  polling  place,  the  voter  should  be  offered 
a  provisional  ballot.  The  voter  may  “cure”  by  appearing  at  the  county  voter  registrar’s 
office  within  6  calendar  days  of  election  day  and  presenting  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
ID,  showing  a  supporting  forms  of  ID  and  completing  the  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration,  or,  if  applicable,  qualifying  for  one  of  the  exemptions  (disability,  natural 
disaster,  or  religious  objection  to  being  photographed).  In  addition,  if  the  voter  would 
otherwise  not  be  able  to  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  but  has  not 
brought  a  supporting  form  of  ID  to  the  polling  place,  the  poll  worker  should  explain  that 
that  voter  may  also  opt  to  leave  the  polling  place,  and  return  at  a  later  time  with  their 
acceptable  form  of  supporting  ID  and  vote  a  regular  ballot  after  executing  a  Reasonable 
Impediment  Declaration  at  that  time. 

*  Note:  The  ability  to  “cure”  by  showing  either  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  or, 
for  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form 
of  photo  ID,  by  showing  one  of  the  supporting  forms  of  ID  and  executing  a 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration,  is  a  change  in  procedure  resulting  from  SB 
5.  The  interim  remedy  order  did  not  allow  for  any  voters  to  “cure”  by  showing  a 
supporting  form  of  ID  and  executing  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration. 

If  the  voter  casts  a  provisional  ballot  due  to  not  providing  an  acceptable  form  of  photo 
ID  or  not  following  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  at  the  polls,  the 
procedures  for  casting  a  provisional  ballot  have  not  changed,  but  poll  worker  should 
provide  to  the  voter  a  Notice  to  Provisional  Voter  (ID  Voter)(Form  7-15c)(as  of 
01/2018),  available  in  EnglishlPDF'l  and  Spanish  fPDFl. 

Although  as  of  September  I,  2017,  it  is  no  longer  legally  required,  it  is  strongly  advised 
ihai  voters  who  do  not  present  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  those  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form 
of  photo  ID  who  present  a  supporting  form  of  ID  and  execute  a  Reasonable 
Impediment  Declaration),  be  provided  with  a  copy  of  Notice  of  Required  Identification 
(Form  13-1)  (as  of  01/20 18),  available  in  English  (PDF)  and  Spanish  (PDF). 

The  poll  worker  should  confirm  that  the  voter  is  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters,  by 
finding  the  voter’s  name  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters.  If  the  voter  is  not  on  the  official 
list  of  registered  voters,  the  poll  worker  should  follow  the  procedure  specified  in  Section 
63.006,  except  that  for  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable 
form  of  photo  ID,  and  who  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a 
supporting  form  of  ID,  the  supporting  form  of  ID  may  also  be  used  as  the  “acceptable  voter 
ID”  (referenced  on  Form  7-27)  along  with  the  voter’s  voter  registration  certificate  (and  the 
supporting  form  of  ID  may  also  be  the  voter’s  valid  registration  certificate). 

o  Note:  The  Registrations  Omissions  List  (Form  7-27  IPDF)!  has  not  been  updated  at  this 
time.  The  “acceptable  voter  ID”  referred  to  in  the  definition  of  “Required 
documentation”  on  the  instructions  for  that  form  now  includes  a  “supporting  form  of 
ID”  for  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of 
photo  ID  and  who  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a 
supporting  form  of  ID. 
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The  poll  worker  should  flilly  compare  the  voter’s  name  as  listed  on  the  official  list  of  registered 
voters  to  the  voter’s  name  as  it  appear  on  present  form  of  ID. 

o  NOTE:  This  comparison  should  be  done  regardless  of  whether  the  voter  presents  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  ID  or  presents  a  supporting  form  of  ID  while  executing  a 
Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration. 

The  poll  worker  should  confirm  that  the  voter’s  address  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters 
is  current  by  confirming  that  the  voter  has  not  moved. 

o  NOTE:  The  address  on  the  voter’s  presented  ID  (either  an  acceptable  photo  ID  or 
a  supporting  ID)  does  not  have  to  match  the  voter’s  address  on  the  official  list  of 
registered  voters. 

The  voter  should  sign  the  combination  form/signature  roster,  and  execute  any  required 
affidavits,  such  as  the  substantially  similar  name  affidavit. 

If  the  voter  does  not  provide  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  instead,  does  not  possess  and 
cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  and  provides  one  of  the  supporting 
IDs  and  executes  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration,  the  poll  worker  should  mark  the 
“Reas.  Imped.  Decl.  63.001(i)”  box  on  the  Combination  Form.  The  Combination  Form  for 
both  election  day  (Form  7-20’)  and  early  voting  (Form  5-20)  have  been  modified  to  reflect  this 
change. 

The  voter  should  complete  the  check-in  proceed  to  voting  a  regular  or  provisional  ballot  as 
appropriate.  Voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form 
of  photo  ID,  who  complete  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a 
supporting  form  of  ID,  are  permitted  to  cast  a  regular  ballot  if  they  are  otherwise 
qualified  to  vote  a  regular  ballot. 

o  NOTE:  The  Affidavit  of  Provisional  Voter  (Form  7-15  (PDF))  has  not  been  updated 
at  this  time  with  a  specific  reference  to  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration 
procedure.  For  purposes  of  boxes  to  be  checked  at  the  polling  place,  the  “Failed  to 
present  acceptable  form  of  identification  or  voter  certificate  with  exemption”  box 
includes  failing  to  follow  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  procedure. 

Receiving  Mail  Ballots 

The  procedure  for  the  early  voting  clerk  to  receive  ballot  by  mail  has  not  changed,  except  that  the  early 
voting  clerk  should  use  the  01/2018  version  of  the  Hand  Delivery  Roster  (Form  5-lla  (PDF))  for 
accepting  carrier  envelopes  delivered  to  the  early  voting  clerk  on  election  day,  which  now  also  permits 
voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of  photo  ID,  delivering 
their  ballots  in  this  manner,  to  complete  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  and  present  a  form  of 
supporting  identification. 

Cure  Period  After  the  Election 

The  voter  registrar  should  use  the  following  forms  (as  of  01/201 8)  during  the  cure  period. 

Cure  list  (Form  9-7  (PDF) 

Request  for  Disability  Exemption  (Form  13-6  (PDFD 
Temporary  Exemption  (Form  13-7  (PDFff 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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Additional  Forms 

The  following  forms  (applicable  to  voters  voting  for  the  first  time  with  an  “ID  Required”  flag  also 
account  for  first  time  voters  who  do  not  possess  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  an  acceptable  form  of 
photo  ID): 

•  Form  5-22a:  Notice  to  Voter  Who  Must  Provide  Identification  (For  Voters  Voting  by  Mail 
(For  Voters  Voting  by  Mail  (in  English  tPDFI  and  Spanish  (PDFII  (updated  1/2018)) 

•  Form  5-8  (PDF):  List  of  Voters  Indicated  as  ID  Voters  (updated  01/2018) 

Records  Requirement 

All  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations  should  be  scanned  or  photocopied  and  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  not  later  than  30  days  after  the  election. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  that  are  not  covered  by  this  Advisory,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:CA 
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Attachments: 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas,gov> 

Friday,  February  09,  2018  2:40  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory— CCA^R/EA(905)— Advisory  2018-09  -  Laws  and  Procedures  for 
Annual  and  Regular  ABBMs 

ADV2018-09  -  Laws  and  Procedures  for  Annual  and  Regular  ABBMs  (FINAL).pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

Attached  to  this  email  is  Advisory  2018-09  -  Laws  and  Procedures  for  Annual  and  Regular  ABBMs.  This  advisory  provides 
updated  information  and  FAQs  on  the  processing  and  procedure  related  to  both  annual  and  regular  Applications  for 
Ballot  by  Mail  ("ABBM"). 

When  posted,  this  advisory  will  be  available  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  page. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  [  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections@sos.texas.gov  j  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 


PaWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS  SESRUARY OF STAT^ 


To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  low  yourself,  and  consult  with  on  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  787 1 1  -2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 

Rolando  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-09 


TO:  All  Texas  Election  Officials 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  Februaiy9,2018 

RE:  Laws  and  Procedures  for  Annual  and  Regular  ABBMs 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-281 1 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


This  advisory  provides  information  on  the  laws  and  procedures  regarding  submission,  processing,  and 
retention  of  Annual  and  regular  (single-use)  Applications  for  Ballot  by  Mail  (ABBMs),  as  well  as  FAQs. 
All  references  are  to  the  Texas  Election  Code,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

•  Eligibility  for  Early  Voting  by  Mall 

•  Submittal  Period  for  ABBMs  and  Length  of  Validity 

•  Methods  of  Submission  of  the  ABBM  -  NEW  LAW 

•  Processing  an  ABBM  by  EV  Clerk  and  Receiving  Multiple 
Applications  from  a  Single  Voter 

•  Cancellation  of  ABBMs 

•  Voter  Registrars  and  ABBMs 

•  Public  Information  Requests  and  Annual  ABBMs 

Eligibility  for  Early  Voting  by  Mail 

A  qualified  voter  of  the  political  subdivision  may  apply  for  a  ballot  by  mail  if  the  individual  falls  into  one 
of  the  categories  listed  below.  The  voter: 

•  Will  be  65  years  of  age  or  older  on  election  day; 

•  Has  a  disability,  defined  as  a  sickness  or  physical  condition  that  prevents  the  voter  from  voting  in 
person  without  a  likelihood  of  needing  personal  assistance  or  injury  to  the  voter’s  health; 

•  Expects  to  be  out  of  the  county  during  the  hours  that  voting  is  conducted  during  early  voting  in 
person  and  on  election  day;  or 

•  Is  confined  in  jail  1)  serving  a  misdemeanor  sentence  and  will  not  be  released  prior  to  election 
day,  2)  pending  trial  or  an  appeal  of  a  conviction  after  denial  of  bail  or  without  bail,  or  where 
release  on  bail  before  election  day  is  unlikely. 
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NOTE:  Only  those  in  the  first  two  categories  are  eligible  to  submit  an  Annual  ABBM. 

An  Annual  ABBM  is  one  in  which  a  voter  either  has  not  specified  the  election  for  which  a  ballot  is 
requested  or  affirmatively  indicates  it  is  an  application  for  more  than  one  election  (by  checking  the  box 
for  “Annual”  or  otheiwise  indicating  it  is  to  be  an  Annual  ABBM).  An  Annual  ABBM  may  be  submitted 
to  an  Early  Voting  Clerk  (“EV  Clerk”)  of  any  political  subdivision,  not  just  to  the  county  EV  Clerk.  Note 
that  an  Annual  ABBM  is  considered  to  be  an  application  for  each  election,  including  an  ensuing  runoff 
(regardless  of  whether  the  voter  explicitly  requested  the  runoff  ballot),  and  the  Annual  ABBM  is  good  for 
all  elections  held  before  the  earlier  of; 

■  The  end  of  the  calendar  year;  or 

■  The  date  the  voter’s  registration  is  cancelled. 

Any  voter  eligible  to  vote  by  mail  may  submit  a  single  ABBM  requesting  ballots  for  both  the  main 
election  and  any  ensuing  runoff  (even  if  it  is  not  an  Annual  ABBM).  Section  84.001(e)  provides  that  such 
an  ABBM,  if  received  past  the  deadline  for  the  main  election,  will  still  be  considered  good  for  the  runoff 
as  long  as  it  is  received  by  the  deadline  for  the  runoff  election. 


Eligibility  FAQ: 

Q:  Who  may  apply  for  an  Annual  ABBM? 

A:  Only  voters  that  are  voting  by  mail  on  the  grounds  of  age  or  disability  may  submit  an  Annual  ABBM. 
If  a  voter  is  voting  by  mail  due  to  confinement  in  Jail  or  an  absence  from  the  county  during  the  election 
period,  the  voter  may  only  submit  an  ABBM  for  a  single  election.  [§  86.0015(a)(1)] 

Q:  May  a  voter  under  65  years  of  age  submit  an  Annual  ABBM  if  the  voter  will  turn  65  before  the 
first  election  in  which  they  will  vote  by  mail? 

A:  Yes.  Under  the  Texas  Election  Code,  a  voter  must  be  “65  years  of  age  or  older  on  election  day”  to  vote 
early  by  mail.  [§  82.003] 


Submittal  Period  for  ABBMs  and  Length  of  Validity 

The  deadline  to  submit  an  ABBM  is:  Before  the  close  of  regular  business  in  the  EV  Clerk’s  office,  or  12 
noon,  whichever  is  later,  on  the  1 1’’’  day  before  election  day,  unless  that  day  is  a  Saturday,  Sunday,  or 
legal  state  or  national  holiday,  in  which  case  the  last  day  is  the  first  preceding  regular  business  day.  An 
ABBM  may  be  submitted  at  any  time  in  the  calendar  year  of  the  election  for  which  the  ballot  is  requested. 
Similarly,  the  first  day  to  submit  an  Annual  ABBM  is  January  1  of  the  calendar  year  it  is  intended  to 
apply  to,  unless  the  following  exception  applies: 

An  Annual  ABBM  is  considered  to  be  submitted  in  (and  good  for)  the  following  calendar  year  if 
the  voter  is  eligible  to  vote  in  a  January  or  Februai^  election  to  be  held  in  the  next  calendar  year, 
and  the  Annual  ABBM  is  submitted  not  earlier  than  the  60th  day  before  the  date  of  the  January  or 
February  election. 

Submittal  Period  FAQ: 

Q:  May  voters  submit  an  ABBM  or  an  Annual  ABBM  anytime  throughout  the  calendar  year? 

A:  Yes.  Voters  may  submit  an  ABBM  or  an  Annual  ABBM  anytime  during  the  calendar  year.  [§ 
86.0015(b)]  However,  any  ABBM  must  be  received  at  least  11  days  before  the  first  election  in  which 
the  voter  seeks  to  request  a  ballot  by  mail.  [§84.007(c)].  Note  that  for  elections  held  on  a  Tuesday,  the 
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1 1th  day  falls  on  a  weekend,  and  the  deadline  to  submit  the  application  would  be  the  previous  business 
day. 

Q;  How  long  is  the  Annual  ABBM  valid? 

A:  The  Annual  ABBM  is  valid  from  the  time  the  EV  Clerk  receives  it  until  the  earlier  of  the  end  of  the 
calendar  year  or  until  the  voter's  registration  in  the  county  is  cancelled.  [§  86.0015(b)] 


Methods  of  Submission  of  the  ABBM  -  NEW  LAW 

An  ABBM,  including  an  Annual  ABBM,  may  be  submitted  by  mail  via  the  U.S.  postal  service,  by 
common  or  contract  carrier  (such  as  UPS,  DHL,  UPS,  or  a  local  courier  seiwice),  in  person  by  the  voter 
themselves  (before  early  voting  in  person  begins),  by  fax,  or  by  email.  However,  please  note  that  if  an 

ABBM  is  faxed  or  emailed  to  the  EV  Clerk,  it  must  be  followed  up  by  the  original  within  4  business 
days.  See  NEW  LAW,  Senate  Bill  5  (85'”  Legislature,  1^'  CS,  2017),  below. 


•  A  list  of  email  address  for  the  county  EV  Clerks  is  available  on  our  website,  at  this  link; 
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/countv.shtml.  Voters  may  obtain  email  addresses  for 
the  EV  Clerks  of  political  subdivisions  other  than  counties  by  contacting  those  EV  Clerks 
directly. 


NEW  LAW:  Senate  Bill  5  (85'”  Legislature,  1*'  CS,  2017),  effective  December  1,  2017,  amended 
Section  84.001  to  provide  that  an  electronic  signature  is  not  pennitted  on  an  ABBM;  Section  84.007  was 
also  amended  to  provide  that  if  an  ABBM  is  faxed  or  emailed  or  if  an  FPCA  is  faxed,  then  the  voter  must 
submit  the  ORIGINAL  application  BY  MAIL  to  the  EV  Clerk  so  that  the  EV  Clerk  receives  the  original 
no  later  than  the  4‘”  business  day  after  receiving  the  emailed  or  faxed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA.  Sections 
84.001(b)  and  84.007(b-l).  If  the  EV  Clerk  does  not  receive  the  original  ABBM  or  FPCA  by  that 
deadline,  then  the  emailed  or  faxed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA  will  be  considered  incomplete,  and  the  EV 
Clerk  may  not  send  the  voter  a  ballot  based  on  the  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA.  However,  if 

that  ABBM/FPCA  as  a  new  application.  See  FAQ,  below. 


•  NOTE:  An  FPCA  rejected  for  ballot  purposes  would  still  seiwe  to  register  the  voter  (if  the  voter 
is  eligible  to  be  registered),  even  though  it  will  not  allow  the  voter  to  be  sent  ballots.  The  EV 
Clerk  should  still  retain  a  copy  of  the  FPCA  for  their  own  records,  but  should  send  the  FPCA 
submitted  by  the  voter  to  the  Voter  Registrar  for  registration  purposes. 

If  a  voter  faxes  or  emails  the  ABBM  or  faxes  the  FPCA,  the  date  the  EV  Clerk  receives  the  fax  or  email  is 
considered  the  date  of  submission.  Essentially,  the  faxed  or  emailed  fonn  serves  as  a  place-holder  for  the 
voter.  Therefore,  a  voter  whose  applieation  was  faxed  or  emailed  by  the  1 1'”  day  before  election  day  (the 
deadline),  and  whose  original  application  is  received  on  or  before  the  4‘”  business  day  after  that  date, 
would  still  be  entitled  to  receive  a  ballot  for  the  election  (if  otherwise  eligible).  The  EV  Clerk  will  have 
to  hold  the  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA  until  the  clerk  receives  the  original,  and  would  only 
send  the  voter  a  ballot  (and  mark  the  list)  if  the  original  is  received  by  the  4'”  business  day  after  the  faxed 
or  emailed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA  was  received.  The  requirement  to  mail  the  original  application  does 
not  apply  to  an  emailed  FPCA.  An  FPCA  has  independent  authority  for  email  delivery  under  Section 
101.052. 


Submission  FAQ 
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Q.  What  if  the  EV  Clerk  receives  a  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  and  the  voter  subsequently  hand- 
delivers  the  ABBM  by  the  4*''  business  day  after  the  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  was  received  OR  the 
voter  mails  the  ABBM,  but  it  is  received  after  the  4"'  business  day? 

A.  Assuming  the  hand-delivered  ABBM  was  delivered  prior  to  the  start  of  Early  Voting  in  Person,  the  EV 
Clerk  may  disregard  the  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  (but  maintain  it  as  part  of  the  election  records),  and  treat 
the  hand-delivered  as  a  new  application.  Similarly,  if  a  voter  mails  the  original  ABBM  after  faxing  or 
emailing  the  ABBM,  but  the  original  is  not  received  until  after  the  4''’  business  day  after  the  faxed  or 
emailed  ABBM  was  received,  then  the  EV  Clerk  may  disregard  the  faxed  or  emailed  ABBM  (but 
maintain  it  as  part  of  the  election  records),  and  treat  the  mailed  ABBM  as  a  new  application.  The  mailed 
ABBM  would  still  have  to  arrive  prior  to  the  deadline  to  apply  for  a  ballot  by  mail  (the  1 1'*’  day  before 
election  day).  Note  that  an  FPCA  cannot  be  hand-delivered. 


Witnessing  of  and  Assistance  with  ABBMs 

Pursuant  to  Section  1 .01 1,  the  application  may  be  signed  by  a  witness  if  the  voter  themselves  cannot  sign 
due  to  physical  disability  or  illiteracy.  The  person  who  cannot  sign  must  put  their  mark  on  the  ABBM, 
but  if  they  cannot  make  a  mark,  the  witness  must  indicate  that  fact  on  the  ABBM.  The  witness  must  then 
write  their  own  name,  residence  address,  and  signature  on  the  ABBM  (unless  the  witness  is  an  election 
official,  in  which  case  the  residence  address  is  not  required  and  instead  the  witness  must  include  their 
official  title).  The  witness  must  also  indicate  their  relationship  to  the  voter,  if  a  relative  of  the  voter. 
Finally,  the  witness  must  indicate  on  the  ABBM  that  they  are  serving  as  a  witness  (or  assistant,  or  both). 
On  the  official  state  ABBM,  this  means  the  witness  must  complete  Box  1 1.  Note  that  all  of  these  actions 
must  be  conducted  in  the  presence  of  the  voter. 

Section  84,004(a)  provides  that  a  person  commits  an  offense  if  the  person  witnesses  more  than  one 
Annual  ABBM  per  year  or  one  single-use  ABBM  per  election.  However,  the  prohibition  does  not  apply 
if  the  additional  voters  are  related  to  the  witness  as  a  parent,  grandparent,  spouse,  child,  or  sibling,  or  if 
the  witness  is  an  EV  Clerk  or  deputy  EV  Clerk.  Note  that  a  violation  of  this  rule  does  not  affect  the 
validity  of  the  ABBM. 

A  voter  also  may  be  assisted  with  completing  and  submitting  an  ABBM.  Note  that  an  assistant  may 
submit  an  ABBM  for  a  voter  through  any  of  the  approved  methods,  except  hand-delivery.  Only  the  voter 
themselves  can  hand-deliver  their  ABBM,  and  this  must  be  prior  to  the  start  of  early  voting  by  personal 
appearance.  Any  individuals  who  assist  a  voter  in  completing  or  submitting  an  ABBM  must  complete  the 
assistant  iiifonnation  on  the  ABBM,  by  checking  the  appropriate  box  (to  indicate  if  they  are  serving  as  an 
assistant,  witness,  or  both),  and  providing  their  own  name,  residence  address,  and  signature.  On  the 
official  state  ABBM,  this  means  the  assistant  must  complete  Box  1 1 . 

Witness/Assistance  FAQ: 

Q:  How  many  Annual  ABBMs  may  a  person  witness  in  a  calendar  year? 

A:  Unless  a  close  relative,  a  person  may  witness  one  regular  ABBM  per  election  in  a  calendar  year,  or 
one  Annual  ABBM  for  the  entire  calendar  year.  Violation  of  this  law  does  not  invalidate  the  ABBM. 
[§  84,004] 

Q:  May  an  assistant  fax  or  email  a  voter’s  ABBM? 

A:  Yes,  if  the  assistant  completes  the  Assistant  portion  of  the  application  (remember  that  the  original  hard 
copy  must  also  be  mailed  in).  [§  84.003,  §  84.007] 
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Q:  May  ABBMs  be  faxed  from  a  political  campaign  building/headquarters? 

A:  Yes.  While  there  are  legal  prohibitions  on  mailing  a  ballot  canier  envelope,  there  are  no  legal 
prohibitions  on  faxing  or  emailing  applications  from  campaigns.  However,  a  campaign  worker  faxing  or 
emailing  the  applications  on  behalf  of  the  voters  must  complete  the  assistance  portion  of  the  ABBM 
(remember  that  the  original  hard  copy  must  also  be  mailed  in).  [§  84.003,  §  84.007] 


Processing  an  ABBM  by  Early  Voting  Clerk  and  Receiving  Multiple  Applications  from  a  Single 
Voter 

The  EV  Clerk  must  review  each  ABBM  submitted  and  make  a  determination  as  to  whether  the  voter  is  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  EV  clerk’s  territoi7  and  othei-wise  eligible  to  vote  by  mail.  If  the  voter  is  eligible  to 
receive  a  ballot,  then  the  EV  Clerk  must  mail  the  balloting  materials  to  the  voter  not  later  than  the  7''’ 
calendar  day  after  the  EV  clerk  accepts  the  application,  or  the  date  the  ballots  become  available  for 
mailing,  whichever  is  later.  If  that  mailing  date  is  more  than  45  days  before  election  day,  the  balloting 
materials  must  be  mailed  no  later  than  the  39*  day  before  election  day.  An  EV  clerk  will  be  receiving 
ABBMs  on  a  rolling  basis  and  must  continue  to  send  ballots  out  as  expeditiously  as  possible  for  all  ballots 
received  prior  to  the  deadline  for  the  given  election. 

NEW  LAW:  House  Bill  4034  (85*  Legislature,  RS,  2017)  added  new  Section  84.014  to  the  Election 
Code,  which  requires  the  EV  Clerk  to  notify  the  Voter  Registrar  (“VR”)  if  the  date  of  birth,  driver’s 
license  number,  or  social  security  number  on  an  ABBM  is  different  from  the  information  on  the  list  of 
registered  voters.  Note  that  the  ABBM  does  not  contain  spaces  for  the  voter  to  provide  a  driver’s  license 
number  or  a  social  security  number.  There  is  space  for  the  voter  to  put  their  date  of  birth,  but  that 
infonnation  is  listed  as  optional  on  the  ABBM  form.  Therefore,  it  is  likely  that  the  EV  Clerk  will  not 
often  be  in  the  position  of  having  to  forward  new  information  to  the  VR.  If  the  EV  Clerk  does  have  to 
forward  such  new  information,  we  recommend  that  the  clerk  make  a  copy  of  the  ABBM  in  question,  and 
forward  that  copy  to  the  VR,  with  a  note  explaining  the  reason  the  ABBM  is  being  foi^warded.  The  VR 

Note  that  in  an  election  of  a  political  subdivision  located  in  a  county  in  which  the  county  clerk  is  not 
serving  as  the  EV  Clerk,  the  county  clerk  shall  provide  the  EV  Clerk  of  the  political  subdivision  that  is 
holding  the  election  a  list  of  voters  in  the  portion  of  the  political  subdivision  located  in  the  county  who 
have  Annual  ABBMs  on  file  with  the  county.  The  EV  Clerk  of  the  political  subdivision  shall  provide  a 
ballot  to  be  voted  by  mail  to  each  voter  on  the  list.  This  list  will  be  referred  to  as  the  “List  of  Annual 
ABBM  Voters.” 

Processing  ABBMs  and  Receiving  Multiple  ABBMs  FAQ: 

Q.  What  if  the  residence  address  the  voter  writes  on  the  ABBM  is  different  from  the  residence 
address  at  which  the  voter  is  registered? 

A.  As  long  as  the  voter  is  registered  in  the  political  subdivision  holding  the  election,  and  as  long  as  the 
address  on  the  ABBM  is  also  within  that  political  subdivision,  then  the  EV  Clerk  should  process  the 
ABBM  (if  the  voter  is  otherwise  eligible  to  vote  in  the  election)  and  send  the  voter  a  Statement  of 
Residence  (“SOR”)  along  with  the  balloting  materials.  If  the  addresses  do  not  meet  this  criteria,  then  the 
EV  Clerk  must  reject  the  ABBM  (or  forward  it  to  the  coirect  EV  Clerk,  if  applicable).  If  mailing  the 
voter  a  ballot,  the  EV  Clerk  must  make  a  notation  on  the  Carrier  Envelope  that  an  SOR  is  included  so  that 
the  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  (“EVBB”)  knows  to  look  for  the  SOR  with  the  marked  ballot;  the  EVBB 
cannot  count  that  ballot  if  the  SOR  is  not  returned  by  the  voter. 
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Q.  What  if  the  address  on  an  ABBM  to  which  the  voter  wants  their  ballot  mailed  is  not  the  same  as 
the  voter’s  registration  address,  is  not  the  voter’s  official  mailing  address  per  the  voter  registration 
roll,  and  is  not  one  of  the  acceptable  categories  for  a  mailing  address  on  the  ABBM  (nursing  home, 
residential  care  facility,  address  of  a  relative  for  voters  65  or  older  or  with  a  disability,  an  address 
outside  the  county  for  a  voter  voting  due  to  being  outside  the  county,  etc.)? 

A.  The  EV  clerk  must  reject  the  application  and  send  the  voter  a  notice  of  rejection.  If  the  rejection  is 
made  by  the  1 8*''  day  before  election  day,  the  EV  Clerk  must  include  a  new,  blank  ABBM  for  the  voter’s 
convenience.  [§86.008] 

Q:  What  if  a  voter  does  not  check  any  boxes  indicating  for  which  election(s)  they  wish  to  receive  a 
ballot  (Box  6a  on  the  official  state  ABBM  form)? 

A:  It  depends  on  the  elections  within  that  calendar  year.  If  it  is  a  primary  election  year,  e.g.  201 8,  and  the 
voter  did  not  select  which  paity’s  ballot  they  would  like  to  receive,  the  EV  Clerk  should  reject  the  ABBM 
for  purposes  of  the  primary  election,  but  otherwise  treated  as  an  Annual  ABBM.  The  EV  Clerk  should 
notify  the  voter  of  the  rejection  of  the  ABBM  as  it  applies  to  the  primary  election,  but  also  check  the  box 
that  indicates  the  application  will  be  considered  an  Annual  ABBM  (see  reason  #9  on  the  Notice  of 
Rejected  ABBM).  [§  86.0015,  §  86.001]  If  it’s  an  odd-numbered  year,  e.g.  2019,  and  the  voter  did  not 
select  any  elections,  the  application  would  be  considered  an  Annual  ABBM  and  processed  accordingly.  [§ 
86.0015(a)] 

Q:  If  a  voter  “requests”  all  ballots  for  the  year  by  failing  to  mark  any  election  in  odd-numbered 
years,  or  only  marking  a  primary  in  even-numbered  years,  does  the  EV  Clerk  need  to  send  the 
voter  any  notice  letting  them  know  that  their  application  will  be  treated  as  an  Annual  ABBM? 

A:  No.  However,  if  the  EV  Clerk  would  like  to  send  the  voter  such  a  notice,  they  may  do  so.  [§  86.0015] 

Q:  What  if  a  voter  checks  boxes  for  multiple  elections  on  the  ABBM  form  (for  example,  all  of  the 
boxes  in  Box  6a  on  the  official  state  ABBM  form)? 

A:  It  depends  on  if  the  voter  declared  one  political  party  or  checked  the  boxes  for  both  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  primaries.  If  the  voter  checks  all  the  boxes,  and  correctly  declares  only  one  party  for 
receipt  of  a  primary  ballot,  this  should  be  considered  an  Annual  ABBM.  If  the  voter  checks  all  boxes  and 
both  political  parties,  the  EV  Clerk  should  reject  the  application  for  purposes  of  the  primaiy  (as  it  is  not 
possible  to  tell  which  primaiy  the  voter  wishes  to  vote  in),  but  should  accept  the  ABBM  as  an  annual 
ABBM  (if  the  voter  is  otherwise  eligible  for  an  Annual  ABBM).  The  EV  Clerk  should  notify  the  voter  of 
the  rejection  of  the  ABBM  as  it  applies  to  the  primaiy  election  also  check  the  box  that  indicates  the 
application  will  be  considered  an  Annual  ABBM  (see  reason  #9  on  the  Notice  of  Rejected  ABBM)  and 
provide  guidance  on  how  to  properly  re-apply.  [§  86.0015,  §  86.001] 

Q:  What  happens  when  the  county  receives  multiple  applications  from  an  individual? 

A:  If  the  information  on  each  is  the  same,  then  the  latter  ABBM  should  merely  be  eonsidered  a  duplicate. 
If  the  information  on  the  later-filed  ABBM  is  different,  then  we  recommend  that  the  most  recent  ABBM 
received  be  considered  the  cunent  one,  and  that  any  previously-submitted  ABBMs  are  considered 
cancelled  by  the  most  recently  submitted  one.  There  is  one  exeeption  to  this  general  rule,  and  that  is 
when  the  voter  has  sent  a  “single-use”  ABBM  (directly  to  the  county  or  to  a  political  subdivision)  with 
the  reason  for  voting  being  due  to  being  outside  the  county,  and  the  county  or  political  subdivision  has 
already  sent  a  ballot  to  the  out-of-county  address  provided  by  the  voter  on  the  ABBM.  If  a  voter  later 
submits  an  Annual  ABBM,  with  a  different  address  to  mail  the  ballot,  then  we  believe  the  county  or 
political  subdivision  should  NOT  send  another  ballot  to  the  voter  unless  the  voter  explicitly  cancels  the 
ballot  using  the  procedures  under  Section  84.032. 
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Please  see  below  for  various  other  possible  scenarios: 

Scenario  1:  A  voter  who  is  eligible  for  an  Annual  ABBM  sends  in  multiple  applications  for  a  ballot 
by  mail.  The  first  one  has  only  one  boxed  checked  for  “Republican  Primary,”  and  the  second 
application  has  only  one  boxed  check  for  “Democratic  Primary”  (or  vice  versa). 

Answer:  In  the  case  where  the  voter  provides  two  applications  with  different  primaries  checked,  the 
second  application  for  ballot  by  mail  will  cancel  the  first  application.  A  letter  may  be  sent  to  the  voter 
informing  them  of  this  action.  The  second  application  submitted  will  be  considered  the  valid  one,  and  the 
EV  Clerk  should  send  the  voter  a  ballot  for  the  primary  indicated  on  that  second-in  time  ABBM.  This  is 
the  case  even  if  the  EV  Clerk  has  already  mailed  the  voter  a  ballot  based  on  the  first  ABBM.  If  the  voter 
returns  the  first  mailed  ballot,  it  should  be  treated  as  cancelled  and  not  sent  to  the  early  voting  ballot 
board. 

Scenario  2:  A  voter  who  is  eligible  for  an  Annual  ABBM  sends  in  multiple  applications  for  a  ballot 
by  mail.  The  first  one  reflected  a  single  choice  for  an  election,  and  the  second  application  selects 
“Annual  Application.” 

Answer:  In  this  case,  the  first  application  would  be  valid  for  one  election.  Once  the  second  application 
was  received  for  an  Annual  ABBM,  the  voter  should  receive  all  ballots  for  the  remainder  of  the  calendar 
year.  NOTE:  If  the  second  application  would  be  considered  an  Annual  ABBM  because  the  voter  marked 
all  boxes  or  no  boxes  as  described  in  the  other  Q&As  in  this  section,  the  second  application  would  still  be 
an  Annual  ABBM  and  the  voter  would  be  entitled  to  receive  ballots  for  the  remainder  of  the  calendar 
year. 

Scenario  3:  A  voter  who  is  eligible  for  an  Annual  ABBM  sends  in  multiple  applications  for  a  ballot 
by  mail.  The  first  one  did  not  reflect  any  choice  for  any  elections,  and  the  second  application 
reflects  a  choice  for  a  single  election. 

Answer:  In  this  case,  if  the  voter  first  submitted  an  Annual  ABBM  they  are  entitled  to  receive  all  ballots 
•  I Ac  f  j  f!") iiv^omntion  sc’^ond  ^^itch  ^5  tl'c 

voter’s  reason  for  voting,  residence  address,  etc.)  are  the  same,  the  second  application  should  be  treated  as 
a  duplicate.  The  EV  Clerk  may  send  a  note  that  the  voter  is  already  set  to  receive  the  ballot  due  to  their 
Annual  ABBM. 

Cancellation  of  ABBMs 

If  a  voter’s  registration  is  cancelled  in  the  county,  then  the  voter’s  ABBM  or  Annual  ABBM  would  also 
be  cancelled.  If  the  VR  informs  the  EV  Clerk  that  a  given  voter’s  registration  has  been  cancelled  (e.g., 
the  voter  no  longer  appears  on  the  official  list  of  registered  voters  for  that  election),  then  the  EV  Clerk 
should  note  on  the  ABBM  that  is  has  been  cancelled. 

It  is  also  possible  for  voters  themselves  to  cancel  their  own  ABBM.  As  noted  previously  in  this  advisoi’y, 
submitting  multiple  ABBMs  may  result  in  the  cancellation  of  the  originally  submitted  ABBM.  For  more 
details  and  examples,  please  refer  to  the  section  entitled  “Processing  an  ABBM  by  EV  Clerk  and 
Receiving  Multiple  Applications  from  a  Single  Voter,”  above. 

Section  84.038  provides  that  a  cancellation  made  in  person  under  Section  84.032(c),  (d),  or  (e)  is  effective 
for  a  single  election  only  and  will  not  serve  to  cancel  an  ABBM  for  purposes  of  other  elections  held  by 
the  EV  Clerk  that  year.  Thus  if  a  voter  cancels  his  ballot  by  mail  in  one  of  the  ways  detailed  below,  the 
cancellation  is  deemed  to  be  for  that  specific  ballot  only,  and  does  not  serve  to  cancel  the  voter’s  Annual 
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ABBM  for  other  elections  held  in  the  year  OR  any  other  ballot  for  an  election  held  on  the  same  day  by  a 
different  EV  Clerk. 

•  Cancellation  under  Section  84.032(c):  An  voter  may  submit  a  request  to  cancel  an  ABBM  after 
the  close  of  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  by  appearing  in  person  and  either  returning  the 
ballot  to  be  voted  by  mail  to  the  EV  Clerk  or  executing  an  affidavit  that  the  voter  has  not  received 
the  ballot  to  be  voted  by  mail. 

•  Cancellation  under  Section  84.032(d):  An  voter  may  submit  a  request  to  cancel  an  ABBM  by 
appearing  in  person  and  returning  the  ballot  to  be  voted  by  mail  or  presenting  a  notice  received 
under  Section  86.006(h)  (Notice  of  Improper  Delivery)  to  the  EV  Clerk  or  deputy  EV  Clerk  at  any 
polling  place  that  is  open  for  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  or  to  the  presiding  election 
judge  on  election  day  at  the  voter’s  precinct  polling  place. 

•  Cancellation  under  84.032(e):  An  voter  may  also  submit  a  request  to  cancel  an  ABBM  at  any  time 
after  the  early  voting  ballot  is  returned  to  the  EV  Clerk  as  a  marked  ballot  and  before  the  ballot  is 
delivered  to  the  early  voting  ballot  board  by  appearing  in  person  and  executing  an  affidavit  that 
the  voter  did  not  mark  the  ballot. 

The  legislature  specifically  did  not  include  cancellation  under  Section  84.032(a)  as  one  that  would  only 
serve  to  cancel  the  single  ballot  and  not  the  Annual  ABBM.  Thus,  it  is  possible  for  a  voter  to  send  a 
written,  signed  communication  (in  person  or  by  mail,  fax,  or  a  signed,  scanned,  and  emailed  letter)  to  the 
appropriate  EV  Clerk  requesting  that  their  Annual  ABBM  be  cancelled,  and  this  would  serve  to  cancel  the 
Annual  ABBM  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  This  would  also  cause  the  county  EV  Clerk  to  update  the 
List  of  Annual  ABBM  Voters,  to  remove  that  voter  from  the  list.  Note  that  such  a  communication  would 
also  serve  to  cancel  the  current  ballot,  as  long  as  that  communication  was  submitted  to  the  EV  Clerk  not 
later  than  the  third  day  before  election  day  and  before  the  carrier  envelope  is  received  by  the  EV  Clerk.  In 
order  to  illustrate  the  cancellation  process,  we  have  provided  two  cancellation  scenarios,  below. 

Scenario  1:  Cancellation  under  Section  84.032(a)/Cancellation  of  Annual  ABBM. 

A  county,  city,  and  school  district  are  holding  a  joint  election  on  November  6,  2018.  The  county  is 
serving  as  the  EV  Clerk  for  all  three  entities  (county,  city,  and  school  district),  through  a  joint  election 
agreement.  A  hospital  district  is  also  holding  an  election,  but  does  not  have  a  joint  election  agreement 
with  the  county  or  other  entities  and  thus  has  its  own  EV  Clerk.  As  required  by  law,  the  county  has  sent 
the  hospital  district  the  List  of  Annual  ABBM  Voters  for  the  district  to  use  in  its  election.  Mr.  John  Q. 
Voter,  who  is  on  the  List,  is  eligible  to  vote  in  the  county,  city,  school,  and  hospital  district  elections.  On 
October  1,  the  county  sends  Mr.  Voter  a  ballot  for  the  county,  city,  and  school  elections  (as  the  county  is 
the  EV  Clerk  for  each  of  these  elections),  and  the  EV  Clerk  for  the  hospital  district  sends  Mr.  Voter  a 
ballot  for  the  hospital  district  election.  What  if  Mr.  Voter  submits  a  letter  to  the  county  EV  Clerk  on 
October  16  explicitly  requesting  that  his  Annual  ABBM  be  cancelled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year?  Note 
that  this  request  is  submitted  in  time  for  it  to  cancel  Mr.  Voter’s  current  ballots  (as  it  was  submitted  at 
least  three  days  before  election  day  and  before  the  carrier  envelope  arrives  back  at  the  appropriate  EV 
Clerk’s  address).  Assuming  Mr.  Voter  did  not  separately  submit  a  single-use  ABBM  directly  to  the 
Hospital  District,  what  is  the  result? 

•  The  Annual  ABBM  will  be  cancelled  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  (Secs.  84.032,  84.038) 

•  The  county  will  update  the  List  of  Annual  ABBM  Voters  accordingly  (Sec.  86.0015) 
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•  The  county  must  inform  the  hospital  district  of  the  cancellation  by  sending  an  update  to  the  List  of 
Annual  ABBM  Voters  to  the  hospital  district  (Sec.  86.0015) 

•  All  ballots  sent  by  all  EV  Clerks  to  that  voter  for  that  election  date  will  be  cancelled  (Secs. 
84.032,  84.038) 

•  The  word  “cancelled”  should  be  written  on  the  original  and  any  copies  of  the  Annual  ABBM 
(Sec.  84.033) 

•  Both  the  county  and  the  hospital  district  must  remove  the  voter’s  name  from  their  early  voting 
roster  and  precinct  early  voting  list,  and  make  any  other  changes  necessaiy  to  prevent  the  ballot(s) 
from  being  counted  if  returned.  (Sec.  84.035) 

•  Any  ballot  returned  after  such  cancellation  in  a  sealed  carrier  envelope  must  be  treated  as  a 
marked  ballot  not  timely  returned  and  not  foiwarded  to  the  EVBB.  (Secs.  84.035,  86.01 1(c)). 

•  If  there  is  a  runoff  election  (e.g.,  for  the  city),  the  voter  should  nm  be  sent  a  ballot  for  that 
election,  because  the  Annual  ABBM  has  been  cancelled  outright. 

Scenario  2:  Cancellation  under  Section  84.032(c)/CanceIlation  of  Single  Ballot. 

Same  fact  pattern  as  Scenario  1,  except  that  rather  than  sending  a  letter  explicitly  requesting  that  the 
Annual  ABBM  be  cancelled,  the  voter  instead  shows  up  at  the  county  EV  Clerk’s  office  on  Monday, 
November  5,  2018,  with  his  ballot  (which  contains  the  county,  city,  and  school  district  elections).  The 
voter  wishes  to  cancel  this  ballot  under  Section  84.032(c).  Accordingly,  the  voter  hands  the  ballot  to  the 
EV  Clerk,  and  completes  Part  A  of  the  Request  to  Cancel  Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail  form.  What  is 
the  result? 

•  The  Coiinty/City/School  district  ballot  is  cancelled  and  not  sent  to  the  EVBB. 

•  The  County  EV  Clerk  must  write  on  the  ballot  itself  that  it  is  cancelled  (Sec.  84.033) 

•  The  Hospital  District  ballot  is  nq^t  cancelled  and  should  be  counted  if  returned. 

•  The  county  EV  Clerk  must  remove  the  voter’s  name  from  their  early  voting  roster  and  precinct 
early  voting  list.  (Sec.  84.035) 

•  The  Annual  ABBM  is  left  intact  and  is  not  cancelled. 

•  The  List  of  Annual  ABBM  Voters  need  not  be  updated  as  the  Annual  ABBM  is  still  good. 

•  If  there  is  a  runoff  election  (e.g.,  for  the  city),  the  voter  must  be  sent  a  ballot  for  that  election  as 
the  Annual  ABBM  is  still  good. 

Note  that  if  a  voter  votes  provisionally  in  a  given  election  due  to  a  by-mail  ballot  issue,  this  will  not  have 
the  effect  of  cancelling  the  Annual  ABBM,  but  rather  will  be  viewed  as  a  cancellation  for  a  single  election 
only.  Whether  the  provisional  ballot  can  be  counted  depends  upon  whether  the  EVBB  determines  it  has 
already  qualified  and  counted  a  by-mail  ballot  from  that  voter.  We  do  not  recommend  that  you 
immediately  cancel  the  by-mail  ballot  of  a  voter  who  votes  provisionally  even  if  your  system  allows 
immediate  cancellation  of  that  ballot,  but  rather  wait  to  let  the  EVBB  do  its  work. 

Cancellation  FAQ: 

Q:  What  if  a  voter  submitted  an  Annual  ABBM,  but  then  brings  his  or  her  ballot  to  the  polling 
place  and  cancels  the  mail  ballot?  Does  that  cancel  the  Annual  ABBM  for  the  rest  of  the  calendar 
year  or  just  for  that  election? 
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A:  No,  this  would  be  considered  a  cancellation  of  that  ballot  only,  and  not  a  cancellation  of  the  Annual 
ABBM.  The  Annual  ABBM  will  be  cancelled  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  [§  84.032(d)] 

Q.  What  do  we  do  with  a  ballot  that  is  returned  by  a  voter  whose  application  for  that  ballot  has 
been  cancelled? 

A.  That  ballot  should  be  treated  as  though  it  is  a  ballot  that  was  not  timely  returned.  As  such,  we  suggest 
that  the  EV  Clerk  make  a  notation  on  the  carrier  that  it  was  returned  after  the  ABBM  was  cancelled,  and 
be  sure  that  the  ballot  is  not  forwarded  to  the  EVBB.  Se  Sections  84.036  and  86.01 1. 


Voter  Registrars  and  ABBMs 

Typically,  if  the  VR  is  not  an  EA  or  otherwise  tasked  with  running  elections  for  the  county,  the  VR  will 
not  interact  with  ABBMs.  However,  under  new  Section  84.014  (added  by  House  Bill  4034,  85'*’ 
Legislature,  RS,  2017),  the  EV  Clerk  must  notify  the  VR  if  an  ABBM  from  a  voter  gives  a  date  of  birth, 
driver’s  license  number  or  social  security  number  that  is  different  from  what  shows  on  the  list  of 
registered  voters.  The  EV  Clerk  should  provide  the  VR  with  a  copy  of  the  ABBM,  and  the  VR  should 
update  the  voter’s  information  accordingly,  without  further  correspondence  with  the  voter. 

Q:  How  should  VRs  notify  EV  Clerks  of  changes  in  registration  that  may  cancel  an  Annual  ABBM? 

A:  Before  every  election,  the  VR  should  provide  an  updated  List  of  Registered  Voters  to  the  EV  Clerk. 
The  EV  Clerk  should  compare  the  list  of  Annual  ABBM  voters  to  the  List  of  Registered  Voters,  and  work 
with  the  VR  to  resolve  any  discrepancies. 

Q:  What  if  the  EV  Clerk  receives  information  that  a  voter  may  have  been  convicted  of  a  felony, 
deemed  mentally  incompetent,  or  has  registered  in  a  new  county? 

A:  As  stated  above,  prior  to  every  election  the  VR  should  provide  an  updated  List  of  Registered  Voters  to 
the  EV  Clerk.  The  EV  Clerk  should  compare  the  list  of  Annual  ABBM  voters  to  the  List  of  Registered 
Voters,  and  work  with  the  VR  to  resolve  any  discrepancies.  It  is  possible  that  a  voter  may  no  longer  be  a 
qualified  voter  under  §  11.002.  If,  after  the  investigation,  the  voter  is  not  entitled  to  vote  by  mail,  the  EV 
Clerk  should  reject  the  application  under  §  86.001. 

Q:  What  if  the  EV  Clerk  receives  information  that  a  voter  may  be  ineligible  due  to  death,  but  the 
VR  has  not  yet  officially  received  an  abstract  of  death? 

A:  As  stated  above,  prior  to  every  election  the  VR  should  provide  an  updated  List  of  Registered  Voters  to 
the  EV  Clerk.  If  the  voter  is  still  on  the  List  of  Registered  Voters,  but  the  EV  Clerk  believes  this  is 
incorrect,  they  should  notify  the  VR  and  initiate  an  investigation.  If,  after  the  investigation,  the  voter  is 
not  entitled  to  vote  by  mail,  the  EV  Clerk  should  reject  the  application  under  §  86.001 . 


Public  Information  Requests  for  ABBMs  or  Rosters 

NEW  LAW:  House  Bill  2559  (85*’’  Legislature,  RS,  2018)  amended  Section  86.014  to  provide  that  a 
copy  of  an  ABBM,  including  an  Annual  ABBM,  becomes  public  information  on  the  first  business  day 
after  the  election  day  of  the  FIRST  election  for  which  the  application  is  valid  (as  opposed  to  prior  law, 
which  provided  the  copy  was  not  available  until  the  last  election  for  which  the  ABBM  was  valid). 

The  original  ABBMs  are  not  available  for  public  inspection  until  those  materials  are  delivered  to  the 
general  custodian  of  records  after  the  election.  [§  86.014]. 
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However,  note  that  the  information  pertaining  to  a  voter  who  has  been  entered  onto  the  Roster  for  Early 
Voting  by  Mail  must  be  made  available  for  public  inspection  on  the  earlier  of  the  day  following  the  day 
the  EV  Clerk  receives  the  ballot  from  that  voter,  or  on  the  next  business  day  after  election  day.  See 
Section  77.121(f)  &  (h).  There  is  an  exception  to  this  general  rule  that  allows  the  voters  themselves  to 
review  the  Roster  at  any  time  to  verily  that  their  own  information  is  accurate.  The  infonnation  on  the 
Roster  for  Early  Voting  by  Mail  includes  the  by-mail  voter’s  name,  residence  address,  voter  registration 
number,  precinct  number,  the  date  the  ballot  was  mailed  to  the  voter,  and  the  date  the  EV  Clerk  received 
the  ballot  back  from  the  voter,  if  applicable. 

Q.  If  a  voter  cancels  their  ABBM,  do  we  remove  their  name  from  the  Roster? 

A.  Yes,  and  the  EV  Clerk  must  make  any  other  entries  on  election  records  or  take  any  other  action 
necessaiy  to  prevent  the  ballot  from  being  counted,  if  the  ballot  is  returned.  Section  84.035. 


KIrCG 
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Alexy  Rios 


From; 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Monday,  February  19,  2018  1:16  PM 
Elections  Internet 


MASS  EMAIL  -CC/EAA/R  (905)  SOS  Updates 


Dear  County  Election  Officials, 

As  we  head  into  early  voting,  we  wanted  to  provide  a  summary  of  all  of  the  advisories  issued  and  forms  modified  in 
anticipation  of  the  Primary  Election.  We  hope  that  by  listing  everything  in  one  email,  it  will  make  it  easier  for  you  all  to 
find  what  you  need  during  the  Primary  Election. 

Below  is  a  list  of  all  advisories  that  have  been  issued  in  2018.  They  are  listed  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  pages 
and  on  our  Election  Division  Advisories  page  that  is  located  in  our  Forms.  Resources,  and  Legal  Library.  Please  note  that 
there  are  several  other  advisories  we  will  be  issuing  in  the  next  two  weeks  that  relate  to  issues  affecting  the  primary 
election.  These  advisories  will  also  be  listed  on  the  pages  stated  above. 

Election  Division  Advisories 


No.  2018- 

11 

Certain  Activities  in  Vicinity  of  Polling  Place* 

*Advisory  emailed,  not  yet  posted  to  website. 

No.  2018- 

10 

Limited  Ballot  Voters  and  District  Chart 

No.  2018- 

09 

Laws  and  Procedures  for  Annual  and  Regular  ABBMs 

i 

1  ^  ^  o 

08 

Voter  Identification  Procedures 

No.  2018- 

QZ 

Undated  Primary  Election  Procedures 

No.  2018- 

06 

Joint  Primary  Election  Signage 

No.  2018- 

05 

Emergency  Ballot  Procedures 

No.  2018- 

FWABs  and  Voters  in  Hostile  Fire  Pav  and  Combat  Zones 

No.  2018- 

Instructions  and  Deadlines  for  Mailing/Emailing  Ballots  Under  the 

03 

Federal  "MOVE  Act"  for  Overseas  Voters 

No.  2018- 

Ballot  bv  Mail  Deadlines:  HB  1151.  HB  929  (Regular  Session);  SB  5 

02 

i  (Soecial  Session) 

No.  2018- 

01 

1 . . . . . . . . 

1 

I  Registering  a  Voter  at  a  Business  Address 

1 
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As  a  result  of  the  2017  regular  and  special  legislative  sessions,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  to  modify  a  number  of 
forms.  Most  of  these  modifications  related  to  Voting  by  Mail  and  Voter  Identification  Procedures.  Below  is  a  listing  of 
the  modified  forms. 


Updated  Forms 


Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration 

Form  (Spanish) 

7-13 

Voter  Information  Poster 

Form  (Spanish) 

7-7 

Provisional  Voters  Appearing  to  Voter  Registrar 

During  Cure  Period  and  Instructions 

Form 

9-7 

Request  for  Disability  Exemption  (Permanent) 

Form 

13-6 

Request  for  Temporary  Exemption  to  Photo 
Identification  Requirement 

Form 

13-7 

Notice  to  Provisional  Voter  (ID  Voters) 

Form  Word 
(Spanish)  Word 

7-15C 

Notice  of  Required  Identification 

Form 

13-1 

Notice  of  Acceptable  Identification  Poster  (English) 

8.5x14  1  11x17  1  24x36 

Notice  of  Acceptable  Identification  Poster  (Spanish) 

8.5x14  1  11x17  1  24x36 

List  of  Voters  Indicated  as  ID  Voters 

Form 

5-8 

Roster  for  Voters  Hand-Delivering  Carrier  Envelope 

Form  (Spanish) 

5-lla 

Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail 

*  Old  stock  can  be  used  provided  the  instructions  are 
modified  in  some  way. 

Form  (Spanish) 

5-15 

Notice  of  Rejected  Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail 

Form 

5-16 

Request  for  Updated  Annual  Application  for  Ballot  by 
Mail 

Form 

5-16b 

Request  to  Cancel  Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail 

Form 

5-17 

Carrier  Envelope 

*Old  stock  can  be  used  provided  that  the  new  carrier  insert 
(form  5-22b)  is  used. 

Form 

5-22 

2 
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Notice  to  Voter  Who  Must  Provide  Identification  (For 
Voters  Voting  by  Mail) 

Form  (Spanish) 

5-22a 

Information  about  Returning  Your  Carrier  Envelope 
(Carrier  Insert) 

Forms 

5-22b 

Notice  of  Defective  FPCA 

Form 

5-33b 

Carrier  Envelope  and  Insert  for  FPCA  Voter 

Form 

*Old  stock  for  carrier  envelope  can  be  used.  The  NEW 
insert  must  be  used. 

5-35 

Constitutional  Oath  for  Presiding  Judge^  Alternate 
Judge,  and  Early  Voting  Clerk 

Form 

7-2a 

Voter  Complaint  Information  Poster 

Form 

7-7a 

Notice  of  Voting  Order  Priority 

Form 

7-7b 

Notice  to  Provisional  Voter  (ID  Voters) 

Form  Word 
(Spanish)  Word 

7-15c 

Oath  for  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  and  Central 
Counting  Station  Personnel 

Form 

8-3a 

Notice  of  Required  identification 

Form 

13-1 

Request  for  Disability  Exemption  (Permanent) 

Form  (Spanish) 

13-6 

Sign  for  Joint  Primary  Election 

Form 

13-9 

Notice  of  Prohibition  of  Handguns  in  the  Polling  Place* 

*Form  was  emailed  as  part  of  Advisory  2018-11  and  is  not 
yet  posted  to  our  website. 

Form 

9-7a 

If  there  is  any  additional  information  not  listed  here  that  you  need,  or  any  other  questions  you  have  about  the  upcoming 
primary,  as  always,  feel  free  to  reach  out  to  our  Office  and  we  will  be  happy  to  assist  you.  You  can  email  us  your 
questions  at  electionstS) sos.texas.gov  or  call  us  at  1-800-252-2216,  option  2  for  the  legal  department. 


Thank  you  for  all  that  you  do  to  make  our  elections  in  Texas  a  great  success. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 
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WWW,  so  s.  state .  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 


w1 

WOTETEXIIS.BQV  : 

POWERED  By  THE  TEXAS  SECRETARY SFSTAU  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Please  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  March  07,  2018  3:17  PM 

Mass  Email--CC/EA”Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 


Hello  Everyone, 


Thank  you  all  for  your  hard  work  this  week.  This  is  just  a  reminder  that  we  would  like  you  to  send  us  scanned  copies  of 
any  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations  (RIDs)  submitted  by  voters  for  the  March  6,  2018  Primary  election.  Please 
send  them  to  our  office  by  April  5,  2018. 

Scanned  copies  can  be  emailed  to  our  office  at  electionsPsos.texas.Eov. 

Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  SOS,  state,  tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥0TlTEHIIS.60ir 


PQWERED  BVTHE  TSXAS  SECRETARY  Of  SYMS 


V 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Friday,  March  09,  2018  4:11  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-Mail  Ballot  Deadlines 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  you  may  recall,  the  legislature  made  some  changes  to  mail  ballot  deadlines  last  year.  There  are  now  four  deadlines 
for  receiving  and  counting  ballots  by  mail.  They  are; 

1.  Received  by  7:00  p.m.  on  election  day. 

2.  Received  by  5:00  p.m.  on  the  next  business  day  after  election  day  with  a  postmark  of  election  day  or  before.  If 
no  postmark,  then  it  can't  be  counted. 

3.  Received  by  the  5*’’  day  after  election  day  from  an  overseas  civilian  voter  with  a  postmark  of  election  day  or 
before.  If  no  postmark,  then  it  can't  be  counted. 

4.  Received  by  the  6*'’  day  after  election  day  from  a  military  voter  using  an  FPCA.  No  postmark  necessary.  Voter 
can  be  domestic  or  overseas. 

Remember  that  for  a  Tuesday  election,  the  5**'  day  falls  on  Sunday  and  rolls  over  to  Monday.  So  on  Monday  March  12, 
you  will  be  able  to  receive  and  count  overseas  and  military  ballots,  but  the  overseas  civilian  ballots  will  have  to  be 
postmarked  by  election  day.  The  military  ballots  can  be  from  anywhere  and  do  not  need  a  postmark. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  us. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state .  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WOTETEXIIS.eO¥" 

POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS  SEERETMY OF STA7£  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31 .004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alex^Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  March  14,  2018  3:29  PM 

Mass  Email— CC/EA--Prinnary  Canvass  Reminders 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Below  you  will  find  a  copy  of  an  email  we  sent  today  to  the  county  chairs  regarding  the  primary  canvass.  Please  note 
that  these  instructions  are  directed  to  the  county  chairs  and  what  their  role  is  with  respect  to  the  canvass.  As  a 
reminder,  if  your  EVBB  will  not  complete  their  duties  until  Thursday  the  15th,  you  will  still  be  able  to  access  the  system 
on  March  15.  Please  coordinate  with  your  county  chair,  if  necessary. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  contact  us  at  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683). 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

•^'ww.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 


PaWERED  BY  THE  JEXRSSESnBTARYaf  mn 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


Dear  County  Chairs: 

It's  almost  time  to  canvass  the  primary  election!  On  Thursday,  March  15.  you  are  required  to  digitally  certify  the  canvass 
report  on  the  Secretary  of  State  website  (below  are  step  by  step  instructions).  Keep  in  mind  that  House  Bill  1735,  (85th 
Legislature,  RS,  2017),  effective  September  1,  2017,  made  numerous  changes  to  how  primary  elections  are 
conducted.  One  of  those  changes  requires  the  county  election  officer  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a 
report  of  the  results  of  the  canvass  of  the  primary  election.  This  is  the  same  system  you  will  use  to  digitally  certify  the 
canvass  results.  That  means  the  election  results  will  already  be  in  the  system  when  you  log  into  it.  Be  sure  to 
coordinate  with  the  county  election  officer  to  make  sure  the  data  has  been  entered  by  the  county  and  to  determine  if 
there  are  any  known  errors  that  you  will  need  to  correct. 

If  your  early  voting  ballot  board  will  not  complete  the  processing  and  counting  of  ballots  until  March  15,  your  county 
election  officer  will  still  be  able  to  access  the  system  on  March  15  to  enter  in  the  canvass  totals.  Please  carefully  review 
all  data  that  was  entered  and  make  sure  that  your  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  and  provisional  ballots  are  accounted  for 
in  those  totals. 

If  you  would  like  additional  information  about  canvass  and  recount  deadlines,  please  visit  Advisory  No.  2018-13  - 
Canvass  and  Recount  Filing  Deadlines  for  2018  Primary  Election. 


County  Chair  March  15  Canvass 
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Step  1: 

Open  the  following  website  URL  using  the  same  login  and  password  used  to  access  the  Primary  Finance  System  and 
Candidate  Filing  System: 

https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/canvas52018/index.aspx 


Step  2: 

•  Verify  and  edit  as  necessary  the  values  for  the  following  fields: 

1.  Total  number  of  voters  voting; 

2.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  cast; 

3.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted. 

Step  3: 

•  The  returns  entered  by  the  county  election  officer  after  Election  Day  but  before  March  15“^  will  be 
prepopuiated. 

•  Update  results  as  necessary. 

•  All  fields  must  have  a  value,  even  if  it  is  0. 

•  Please  note  that  you  must  use  the  tab  key  or  click  in  each  field  individually  rather  than  using  the  enter  key  to 
move  from  field  to  field. 

•  Votes  may  be  decreased  or  increased. 

•  If  more  votes  are  entered  in  a  race  than  registered  voters,  you  will  not  get  a  warning  message. 

Step  4: 

•  If  changes  were  made  in  Step  3,  click  the  "Save"  button  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  of  the  form;  otherwise, 
proceed  to  the  bullet  below. 

•  Check  the  Certification  Statement  checkbox  to  display  the  "Certify"  button  (please  be  patient,  it  may  take  a 
minute  for  the  certification  button  to  appear). 

•  Click  the  "Certify"  button.  Once  this  is  done,  votes  will  no  longer  be  editable. 

•  A  copy  may  be  printed  by  clicking  "Print"  in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the  webpage. 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions.  You  can  reach  our  office  at  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683). 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us /elections /index.shtm! 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


TOTETEXfiS.GOV  > 

POWERED  BVTHE  mASS£emMRYOfSTAr$  | 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Alexy  Rios  <elections@co.starr.tx.us> 

Friday,  March  16,  2018  10:07  AM 

JU  DITHSOUSLAW@MSN.COM 

FW:  Mass  Email— CC/EA— Primary  Canvass  Reminders 


From:  Elections  Internet  [mailto:Election5@sos.texas.gov] 

Sent:  Wednesday,  March  14,  2018  3:29  PM 

Subject:  Mass  Email— CC/EA— Primary  Canvass  Reminders 

Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Below  you  will  find  a  copy  of  an  email  we  sent  today  to  the  county  chairs  regarding  the  primary  canvass.  Please  note 
that  these  instructions  are  directed  to  the  county  chairs  and  what  their  role  is  with  respect  to  the  canvass.  As  a 
reminder,  if  your  EVBB  will  not  complete  their  duties  until  Thursday  the  15th,  you  will  still  be  able  to  access  the  system 
on  March  15.  Please  coordinate  with  your  county  chair,  if  necessary. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  contact  us  at  1-800-2 52-VOTE  (8683). 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.  State. tx.us/elections/index.shtinl 

¥OTETEXMS.GO¥  ]> 

POWERED  BVTHE  ims  SECRSTARY aFSTAT^  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  servo  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  righto  are  involved. 


Dear  County  Chairs: 

It's  almost  time  to  canvass  the  primary  election!  On  Thursday.  March  15.  you  are  required  to  digitally  certify  the  canvass 
report  on  the  Secretary  of  State  website  (below  are  step  by  step  instructions).  Keep  in  mind  that  House  Bill  1735.  (85th 
Legislature,  RS,  2017),  effective  September  1,  2017,  made  numerous  changes  to  how  primary  elections  are 
conducted.  One  of  those  changes  requires  the  county  election  officer  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a 
report  of  the  results  of  the  canvass  of  the  primary  election.  This  is  the  same  system  you  will  use  to  digitally  certify  the 
canvass  results.  That  means  the  election  results  will  already  be  in  the  system  when  you  log  into  it.  Be  sure  to 
coordinate  with  the  county  election  officer  to  make  sure  the  data  has  been  entered  by  the  county  and  to  determine  if 
there  are  any  known  errors  that  you  will  need  to  correct. 

If  your  early  voting  ballot  board  will  not  complete  the  processing  and  counting  of  ballots  until  March  15,  your  county 
election  officer  will  still  be  able  to  access  the  system  on  March  15  to  enter  in  the  canvass  totals.  Please  carefully  review 
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all  data  that  was  entered  and  make  sure  that  your  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  and  provisional  ballots  are  accounted  for 
in  those  totals. 


If  you  would  like  additional  information  about  canvass  and  recount  deadlines,  please  visit  Advisory  No.  2018-13  - 
Canvass  and  Recount  Filing  Deadlines  for  2018  Primary  Election. 


County  Chair  March  15  canvass ^ 

step  1: 

Open  the  following  website  URL  using  the  same  login  and  password  used  to  access  the  Primary  Finance  System  and 
Candidate  Filing  System: 

https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/canvass2018/index.aspx 


Step  2: 

•  Verify  and  edit  as  necessary  the  values  for  the  following  fields: 

1.  Total  number  of  voters  voting; 

2.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  cast; 

3.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted. 

Step  3: 

•  The  returns  entered  by  the  county  election  officer  after  Election  Day  but  before  March  IS**"  will  be 
p  re  populated. 

•  Update  results  as  necessary. 

•  Ail  fields  must  have  a  value,  even  if  it  is  0. 

•  Please  note  that  you  must  use  the  t^  key  or  click  in  each  field  individually  rather  than  using  the  enter  key  to 
move  from  field  to  field. 

•  Votes  may  be  decreased  or  increased. 

•  If  more  votes  are  entered  in  a  race  than  registered  voters,  you  will  not  get  a  warning  message. 

Step  4: 

•  If  changes  were  made  in  Step  3,  click  the  "Save"  button  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  of  the  form;  otherwise, 
proceed  to  the  bullet  below. 

•  Check  the  Certification  Statement  checkbox  to  display  the  "Certify"  button  (please  be  patient,  it  may  take  a 
minute  for  the  certification  button  to  appear). 

•  Click  the  "Certify"  button.  Once  this  is  done,  votes  will  no  longer  be  editable. 

•  A  copy  may  be  printed  by  clicking  "Print"  in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the  webpage. 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions.  You  can  reach  our  office  at  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683). 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 

w| 

¥OTETEXftS.BO¥> 

POWERED  BY  THE  TEXAS  SECRETARY  Of  STATE  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Monday,  April  02,  2018  5:00  PM 

To:  VRTeann 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA-661)  -May  5,  2018  Voter  Registration  Deadline 

Memorandum 

Attachments:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates.pdf;  VR  Application  Sample  Notification 

-  May  5,  2018.pdf 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  April  2,2018 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 

As  a  reminder,  Thursday,  April  5,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming  May  5, 
2018  Uniform  Elections.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not 
postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended 
order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be 
timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  bv  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3 .  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  fi'om  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  April  5,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
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should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is 
no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 


Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  infonnation  or  need  additional  information,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

KI:BS 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  787 1 1  -2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

RE: 


All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 
Keith  Ingram,  Director 
April  2,  2018 
Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Thursday,  April  5,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the 
upcoming  May  5,  2018  Uniform  Elections.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there 
are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle 
this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars 
determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be 
used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter 
Registrars.  If  you  receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is 

after  the  deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received 
on  or  before  the  deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or 
letter  (sample  attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut¬ 
off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear  that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice 
is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible  for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the 
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envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the  applications  were  received  by  us 
after  April  5,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election,  regardless  of  what  the 
applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR 
applications  contained  in  the  envelope  should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same 
day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was 
sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the  applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional 
information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216, 
option  1. 

KI:BS 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  787!  1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


THE  ENCLOSED  VOTER  REGISTRATION 
APPLICATIONS  WITHOUT  POSTMARKS 
CAME  TO  OUR  OFFICE  IN  PACKAGES 
WHICH  WERE  POSTMARKED  ON  OR 
BEFORE  APRIL  5,  2018.  THE  VOTERS  ARE 
ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  MAY  5,  2018  UNIFORM 
ELECTIONS.  ANY  QUESTIONS  PLEASE 
CALL  ANDRIA  PERALES  WITH  THE 
ELECTIONS  DIVISION  TOLL-FREE  AT 
1-800-252-2216,  options  4  —  hold  until  after  the 
Spanish  option,  then  select  option  1,  then  option  5 
OR  EMAIL  APERALES(gSOS.TEXAS.GOV. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections(a)sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  April  03,  2018  4:17  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA—FPCA  deadline  advisories 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

As  a  reminder,  all  military  and  overseas  voters  that  have  submitted  their  request  to  vote  by  mail  must  have  their  ballot 
placed  in  the  mail  by  this  Saturday  April  7,  2018  (45  days  before  the  May  22,  2018  primary  election).  This  deadline 
must  be  met.  Not  having  ballots  prepared  or  back  from  the  vendor  is  not  an  excuse.  If  your  ballots  are  not  ready,  you 
must  prepare  emergency  ballots  and  meet  the  deadline  with  them.  We  are  eager  to  assist  you  with  the  preparation  of 
emergency  ballots.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  need  any  help. 

To  assist  you  in  meeting  his  deadline,  our  office  released  the  following  three  advisories  related  to  voting  by  mail. 

These  three  advisories  are  available  live  on  our  website: 

Advisory  2018-02  -  Ballot  by  Mail  Deadlines:  HB  1 1 51 .  HB  929  (Regular  Sessionl:  SB  5  (Special  Session! 

Advisory  2018-03  -  Instructions  and  Deadlines  for  Mailinq/Emailina  Ballots  Under  the  Federal  “MOVE  Act”  for  Overseas 

Vote 


Advisory  2018-04  -  FWABs  and  Voters  in  Hostile  Fire  Pay  and  Combat  Zones 

These  advisories  and  other  materials  are  posted  at  vour  Conducting  Your  Elections  pages. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  so  s.  state. tx.us  / elections  /index,  shtmi 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 


I 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alex^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  April  05,  2018  10:42  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--CC/EA— FPCA  Ballot  deadline  and  emergency  ballot  procedures  advisory 
ADV2018-05  -  Emergency  Ballot  Procedures  (Primary).pdf;  TX  ReportingPrimElec_Blank 
2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  am  writing  to  remind  you  that  military  and  overseas  ballots  requested  by  a  FPCA  must  be  sent  out  to  voters  by  your 
offices  no  later  than  Saturday,  April  7,  2018.  This  deadline  must  be  met.  If  your  ballots  are  not  prepared  in  time,  you 
will  have  to  use  emergency  ballots.  I  am  attaching  an  advisory  on  emergency  ballots  for  you  to  review.  An  excerpt 
from  that  advisory  is  copied  below. 

In  addition,  I  will  be  asking  you  on  Monday  if  you  met  the  deadline.  If  you  failed  to  get  your  ballots  out,  then  I  will  need 
for  you  to  fill  out  the  attached  spreadsheet  and  send  it  back  to  me  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Monday. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  are  having  any  issues.  We  would  be  glad  to  assist  you  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  make  sure 
that  all  254  counties  mail  out  their  FPCA  ballots  by  Saturday. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


w| 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time  to  meet  the  45-day 
deadline,  you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format, 
which  is  often  provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you  may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a 
physical  copyofthe  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you  could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the 
email  to  the  voter.Tf  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The 
main  key  is  that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  format  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-05 


TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  January  1 7, 20 1 8 

RE:  Emergency  Ballot  Procedures 


Saturday,  January  20,  2018  (the  day  before  the  March  6,  2018  primary  election)  is  the 
deadline  for  all  ballots  to  be  mailed  to  all  military  and  overseas  voters.  If  a  federal  postcard 
application  (FPCA)  is  received  after  the  45th-day  deadline,  the  ballot  should  be  mailed  not  later 
than  the  seventh  calendar  day  after  the  date  the  FPCA  is  received.  If  your  official  ballots  are 
not  ready  to  be  sent  by  January  20,  2018,  you  must  create  and  send  emergency  ballots. 
Please  see  below  for  emergency  balloting  procedures.  It  is  not  acceptable  to  miss  the 
deadline  and  simply  wait  until  your  official  ballots  are  ready  to  mail  ballots  outside  the 
United  States. 

You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time 
to  meet  the  45-day  deadline,  you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the 
ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format,  which  is  often  provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you 
may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  physical  copy  of  the  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you 
could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the  email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have 
a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The  main  key  is 
that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  format  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 

Additionally,  emergency  ballots  may  be  used  in  the  event  a  polling  place  runs  out  of  ballots  or 
experiences  technical  problems  with  a  voting  system.  Under  state  law,  once  the  polling  place  is 
open  it  must  remain  open.  Having  run  out  of  ballots  is  not  a  ground  for  closing  the  polling  place 
or  suspending  voting  for  a  time  until  more  ballots  can  be  received.  Therefore,  we  suggest  that 
you  advise  election  judges  to  monitor  the  number  of  ballots  remaining  throughout  the  day  on 
election  day  and  to  contact  you  immediately  if  they  run  low.  This  memorandum  provides  the 
procedures  on  how  to  replenish  a  polling  place’s  ballot  supply.  Therefore,  please  distribute 
copies  of  this  memorandum  to  each  of  your  election  judges. 
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NOTE:  County  Chairs  are  responsible  for  ensuring  there  are  enough  ballots  at  polling  places 
during  the  primary,  unless  the  Chair  contracted  with  their  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator 
for  the  distribution  of  ballots. 

Pre-Election  Day 

Regardless  of  what  type  of  voting  system  your  county  uses,  before  election  day  your  office  may 
want  to  assess  your  early  voting  ballot  supply  for  possible  use  on  election  day.  If  early  voting  by 
mail  or  personal  appearance  turnout  has  been  heavy,  you  may  want  to  consider  having  additional 
ballots  prepared  for  possible  use  on  election  day  in  your  polling  places. 

Paper  and  Optical  Scan  Ballots 

If  you  find  that  a  precinct  is  about  to  run  out  of  ballots,  whether  paper  or  optical  scan  ballots,  you 
have  two  options.  One  option  is  that  the  election  judge  contacts  you  and  you  rush  additional 
ballots  to  the  precinct.  If  you  do  not  have  additional  election  day  ballots  for  that  precinct,  your 
office  can  use  the  early  voting  ballots  for  that  precinct.  If  no  ballots  for  that  precinct  are 
available,  your  office  can  make  adjustments  to  the  ballots  of  the  same  ballot  style,  if  necessary, 
in  accordance  with  Section  52.006  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

The  second  option  is  for  you  or  the  election  judge  to  take  one  of  the  unvoted  official  ballots  and 
make  copies.  Before  copying  the  official  ballot,  white  out  or  obscure  the  ballot  number  printed 
on  the  ballot.  The  judge  must  sign  the  backs  of  the  copied  ballots  and  serially  number  them, 
beginning  with  the  next  number  from  your  ballot  order.  Please  note  that  our  office  would  prefer 
copies  of  an  official  ballot  be  used,  but  if  you  or  the  precinct  election  judge  do  not  have  any 
official  ballots  to  copy  when  you  first  realize  there  is  a  shortage,  copies  of  a  sample  ballot  can  be 
used  instead.  You  should  make  a  note  on  the  ballot  register  form  indicating  how  many 
emergency  ballots  you  created  and  the  range  of  numbers  you  used  on  the  ballots  created.  If  a 
copier  is  not  available  but  you  have  some  pieces  of  paper,  you  might  be  able  to  copy  the  ballot 
by  hand.  Keeping  in  mind  the  length  of  the  ballot  in  the  primary  election,  rather  than  copy  the 
ballot  yourself,  it  might  be  more  efficient  to  allow  voters  to  write  their  choices  on  a  piece  of 
paper  using  the  sample  ballot  available  at  the  polling  place.  In  this  situation,  the  judge  would 
sign  and  number  a  few  pieces  of  paper  and  place  them  face  down  and  out  of  numerical  sequence 
on  the  table.  The  judge  would  explain  to  voters  that  the  polling  place  has  run  out  of  ballots  and 
allow  them  to  pick  one  of  the  disarranged  pieces  of  paper,  just  as  they  would  choose  one  of  the 
official  ballots. 

DRE  Voting  System 

If  your  county  is  using  a  DRE  voting  system  and  the  machine  malfunctions,  the  election  judge 
should  follow  the  procedures  set  out  by  your  county  clerk/elections  administrator.  You  may 
want  to  provide  the  election  judge  with  paper  ballots  at  the  polling  place  to  use  in  emergencies  or 
for  provisional  voters.  If  so,  the  election  judge  would  simply  continue  using  these  ballots  and 
make  additional  copies  as  needed.  If  the  election  judge  is  not  provided  with  paper  ballots,  he  or 
she  will  have  to  follow  the  procedure  set  out  above  under  the  paper  and  optical  scan  ballots 
section  for  signing  and  numbering  pieces  of  paper  and  allowing  voters  to  utilize  the  sample 
ballot  to  write  in  their  choices. 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000412 


AD  V20 18-05 
Page  3 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  if  people  are  waiting  in  line  to  vote  at 
7:00  p.m.,  they  must  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  present  themselves  for  voting.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  contact  our  office  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 
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Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  .to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date.  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Transmitting  jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D. 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date.  If  a  jurisdiction  received  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  45-day  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
requested  by  the  45-day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefiiled  from  1  to  4  to  number  the  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission.  Identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  ballots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 
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deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  \A/ith  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  {and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  {e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  Forthese 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  G.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  1.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  late  ballot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report(s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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state  of  Texas 

Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission 

Date  of  Report:  [Insert  here] 

2018  Federal  Primary  Election 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  April  10,  2018  9:26  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA—FPCA  deadline  reporting. 

TX  Reporting PrinnElec_Bianl<  2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  am  writing  to  determine  whether  any  counties  failed  to  meet  the  deadline  for  mailing  FPCA  ballots  for  the  primary 
runoff  by  Saturday  April  7, 2018. 

If  you  did  not  send  your  FPCA  primary  runoff  ballots  by  Saturday  please  fill  out  the  information  in  the  attached 
spreadsheet.  The  most  important  piece  of  information  necessary  is  your  plan  and  timing  for  getting  the  ballots  out  the 
door. 


I  need  to  hear  from  you  by  the  end  of  the  day  today. 
Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.  us /elections /in  fjpxshtTTil 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WOTETEXfiS.GOir 

POWERED  BTTHE  TEXASS£CR£rmYafS7M£  = 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date.  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Columns.  Transmitting  Jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D. 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date.  If  a  jurisdiction  received  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  4.5-dav  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
requested  by  the  45-day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  4  to  number  the  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission,  identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  ballots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  \A/ith  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  {and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  For  these 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  G.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  Jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  I.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  late  ballot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report(s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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AI«c^^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  April  16,  2018  2:23  PM 
Special  Projects 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CEO-909)  -  36th  ANNUAL  ELECTION  LAVY  SEMINAR  FOR 
COUNTY  ELECITON  OFFICIALS 
2018  ceo  preliminary  agenda.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


Texas  Secretary  of  State’s  36*“^  Annual  Election  Law  Seminar  for 
County  Election  Officials 

Renaissance  Austin  Hotel 

July  30  -  August  1,  2018 


We  are  excited  to  announce  that  Seminar  Registration  will  open  for  our  upcoming  Election  Law  Seminar  on 
Wednesday,  April  18,  2018.  We  hope  that  you  will  join  us  from  July  30  through  August  1,  2018  at  the 
Renaissance  Austin  Hotel. 

A  link  to  the  seminar  and  registration  information  will  post  to  our  Seminar  Webpage  on  Wednesday,  April  18. 

Hotel  reservations  will  open  at  9:00  a.m.  Wednesday,  April  18,  2018. 

Attendees  will  be  able  to  make  hotel  reservations  with  the  host  hotel  by  calling  the  Renaissance  Austin  Hotel  at 
1.800.468.3571  or  512.343.2626.  Hotel  reservations  may  also  be  made  with  the  Double  Tree  NW  Arboretum  at 
51 2.343.0888  option  1 ,  Hyatt  House  -  Arboretum  at  866.974.9288,  or  the  Hyatt  Place  -  Arboretum 
888.492.8845 


Here  is  a  brief  overview  of  the  schedule: 


Sunday.  July  29 
Monday,  July  30 

Tuesday,  July  31 

Wednesday,  Aug  1 


Early  Registration 

Registration 
Seminar  Topics 

Registration 
Seminar  Topics 

Registration 
Seminar  Topics 


3:00  pm  -  7:00  pm 

7:00  am  -  5:00  pm 
8:00  am  -  5:00  pm 

7:00  am  -  5:00  pm 
8:15  am  -5:00  pm 

7:00  am  -  5:00  pm 
8:00  am  -4:45  pm 
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The  preliminary  agenda  is  also  attached  for  your  convenience.  Topics  and  times  are  subject  to  change. 

if  you  have  any  questions,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  contact  our  office  at  1 .800.252.8683  or  send  an  email  to 
SDecialProiects@sos.texas.Qov. 


office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  and  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

■/  t 

yOTETEXIlS.GOV  > 

V 

URL:  www.sos.state.tx.us/eiections 
Twitter  -  httDs://twitter.com/#!/votetexas 
Facebook  -  http://www.facebook.com/votetexas 
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DAYONE 

Monday,  July  30,  2018 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m. 

AllSessions  Will  BE  Held  IN  THE  Main  Ballroom 

'.v  -  ,  •  •  .  A'.. 

8:00  a.m.  “8:30  a.m. 

Preparing  for  the  November  2018  Election 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Preparing  for  and  Conducting  Voting  By  Mail  (ABBM/FPCA) 

9:45  a.m. -10:30  a.m. 

Speakers:  Caroline  Webster  Geppert  and  Allison  Pick 

Duties  of  County  Election  Officer 

10:30  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m. 

Speakers:  TimJuro 

Schools  as  Polling  Places 

11:00  a.m.  -  11:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Kristi  Clark,  Texas  Association  of  School  Boards 
Moderator  Caroline  Geppert 

Guest  Speaker  (TBD) 

11:30  a.m.  -  12:45  p.m. 

Guest  Speaker:  TBD 

Moderator:  Keith  Ingram 

Lunch  on  Your  Own 

12:45  p.m.  - 1:15  p.m. 

Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  -  Qualifying  By  Mail  Ballots 

1:15  p.m. -2:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Melanie  Best 

Duties  of  ELsaioN  Judge 

2:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Timjuro 

Break 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available 

Exhibitors  wilt  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stop  by  and  view  their  products. 

3:00  p.m. -3:30  p.m. 

Polling  Place  Accessibility 

3:30  p.m.  -  3:45  p.m. 

Guest  Speaker:  Molly  Broadway,  Disability  Rights  Texas 
Moderator:  Heidi  Martinez 

Obtaining  a  New  Voting  System 

3:45  pm  -  4:15  p.m. 

Speaker:  Krystine  Ramon 

County  Issues  related  to  Candidacy,  Vacancies,  and  Election  Cancellation 

4:15  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Caroline  Webster  Geppert 

Logic  AND  Accuracy  Testing  Best  Practices 

DAYONE  Monday,  July  30,  2018 

AllSessions  Will  BE  Held  IN  THE  Main  Ballroom 


Speakers:  TBD 
Moderator:  Christina  Worrell  Adkins 
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DAY  TWO 

Tuesday/July  31,  2018 

All  Sessions  Will  be  Held  in  the  Main  Ballroom 

7:00  a. m.  -8:00  a.m. 

Breakfast  will  be  available  in  the  ballroom  foyer 

7:30  a.m. -8:15  a.m. 

Meet  &  Greet  with  Secretary  Pablos 

8:15  a.m. -8:30  a.m. 

BAumoM  Foyer 

Welcome  &  Opening  Remarks 

8:30  a.m.  -  8:45  a.m. 

The  Honorable  Rolando  B.  Pablos 

Updates  and  Remarks 

8:45  a.m. -9:15  a.m. 

Speakers:  Keith  Ingram  and  Christina  W.  A  dkins 

HAVA  Update 

9:15  a.m. -9:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  Dan  Glotzer 

Guest  Speaker  (TBD) 

9:45  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m. 

speaker:  TBD 
Moderator:  TBD 

Precincts  and  Polling  Places 

10:30  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m. 

Speaker:  Melanie  Best  and  Heidi  Martinez 

Cancellation  of  Applications  for  a  Ballot  by  Mail  (ABBMS) 

11:00  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Heidi  Martinez 

Witnesses,  Assistants,  and  Agents 

11:30  a.m.  -  11:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  Caroline  Webster  Geppert 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General-  Election  Fraud  Division 

11:30  a.m.  -12:45  a.m. 

Speaker:  TBD 
Moderator:  TBD 

Lunch  will  be  served  in  the  Rio  Grande  Ballroom,  Plaza  Level 

12:45  a.m.  -  1:45  p.m. 

Working  Together  (Elections/Voter  Registration) 

1:45  p.m. -2:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy Schonhoff  and  Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Guest  Speaker  (TBD) 

2:00  p.m.  -  2:45  p.m. 

Speaker:  TBD 

Moderator:  TBD 

Election  Security  Best  Practices 

2:45p.m.—  3:15  p.m. 

Speaker:  Christina  Worrell  Adkins  and  Marlin  Craig 

BREAK 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available. 

Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stop  by  and  view  their  products. 

3:15  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Emergency  &  Disaster  Contingency  planning 

4:00  p.m. -4:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Allison  Pick 

Events  After  the  Election 

4:30  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Speaker:  Krystine  Ramon 

Question  and  Answer  Session 
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DAY  THREE  Wednesday,  August  1,  2018 

All  Sessions  Will  BE  Held  IN  THE  Main  Ballroom 


DAY  THREE 

Wednesday,  August  1,  2018 

All  Sessions  Will  BE  Held  IN  THE  Main  Ballroom 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m. 

Breakfast  will  be  available  in  the  ballroom  foyer 

8:00  a.m. -8:30  a.m. 

Voter  Registration  Updates 

8:30  a.m. -9:00  a.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

VR  List  Maintenance  -  Eligibility  and  Residency 

9:00  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Beva  Kellison 

Updates  from  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety 

9:30  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m. 

Speakers:  Sheri  Gipson,  Linda  Boline,  Cindy  Fowler,  Janie  Sawatsky  and  Mimzie  Herklotz-Dennis, 

Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety 
Moderator:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Updates  from  the  United  States  Postal  Service 

10:00  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m. 

Speaker:  Jeanette  Becker,  United  States  Postal  Service 
Moderator:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Confidentiality  Overview 

10:30  a.m.  -  11:00  a.m. 

Speaker:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

SB  42  Confidentiality  Update 

11:00  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m. 

Speakers:  Scott  Griffith,  Nitu  Gill,  and  Hector  Gomez,  Office  of  Court  Administration 

Moderator:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Question  and  Answers 

11:30  a.m.  - 12:45  p.m.  , 

. .  _  Speakers:  Betsy  Schonhoff  AND  Office  OF  Court  Administration 

Lunch  on  Your  Own  -  '  ' 

12:45  p.m.  - 1:15  pm 

Chapter  19 

1:15  p.m. -1:45  p.m. 

Speaker:  Amanda  Grossman 

Records  Retention  in  a  Digital  Age 

1:45  a.m.  -  2:15  p.m. 

Speaker:  Bonnie  Zuber,  Texas  State  Library  and  Archives  Commission 

Moderator:  Betsy  Schonhoff 

Understanding  the  Official  List  of  Registered  Voters 

2:15  p.m.  -2:45  p.m. 

Speaker:  Brenda  Hester 

Election  Deadlines  to  Know 

2:45  p.m.  -  3:15  p.m. 

, . .  ^  . .  Speaker:  Emily  Jones 

/:  J'BREAK  ^ i'  ^  -.Vf  ■'  >  "1  Is,'. ’ii  .,1' 

3:15  p.m.  -  3:45  p.m. 

Light  refreshments  will  be  available. 

Exhibitors  will  be  set-up  all  day.  Please  stop  by  and  view  their  products.  '  \ 

Suspense  Cancellation 

3:45  p.m. -4:15  p.m. 

Speaker:  Gloria  Martinez 

DPS  Web  Portal 

4:15  p.m. -4:45  p.m. 

Speaker:  Lillian  Eder 

Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars 

Speaker:  Krystine  Ramon 
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Alexy  Rios 


Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 


Attachments: 


Subject: 


From: 


Moody,  Chris  <cdmoody@essvote.com> 

Friday,  April  20,  2018  9:20  AM 
electionsiSco.starr.tx.us 
Moody,  John 

FW:  MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/CSO(4132)-Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System 
Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central  Accumulators 
ADV2017-17  —  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and 
Central  Accumulators.pdf 


John,  see  attached  advisory  from  the  state  from  last  October  regarding  the  Audit  Log  printer. 


From:  Christina  Adkins  rmailtoiCAdkinsiaisos.texas.aovI 
Sent:  Friday,  October  20,  2017  2:46  PM 

To:  Lichtenheld,  Peter  (PLichtenheld@hartic.com1:  Moody,  Chris;  'steve.moreiand@dominionvoting.com' 

Cc:  (pcardenas@hartic.com1;  Pearson,  Steve;  Themes,  Brooke;  Jessica  Bowers;  'ian.piper@dominionvoting.com' 
Subject:  FW:  MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/CSO(4i32)— Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot 
Counters  and  Central  Accumulators 

FYI— This  went  out  today  and  will  be  posted  on  our  website  by  tomorrow.  Let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or 
concerns. 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Friday,  October  20,  2017  2:43  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA/CSO(4132)-Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot 


Fleilo  Everybody, 

Please  find  attached  Advisory  2017-17  -  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central 
Accumulators.  This  advisory  discusses  and  provides  guidance  on  implementing  new  voting  system  procedures 
and  policies  put  in  place  as  a  result  of  recent  legislation  and  amendments  to  the  Texas  Administrative  Code. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  us  with  any  questions  you  may  have. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  TE)(AS SECRETARY aPSTAW  | 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  it  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


2 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000432 


The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
vvwvv.sos.state.tx.us 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2017-17 


TO:  County  Election  Officers  and  City,  School  and  Other  Political  Subdivision 

Officials 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  October  20,  2017 

RE:  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  Central 

Accumulators 


As  a  result  of  recent  legislation  and  amendments  to  the  Texas  Administrative  Code,  there  several 
new  voting  system  procedures  and  policies.  This  advisory  will  discuss  each  of  those  changes 
and  provide  guidance  on  implementing  those  changes. 

1.  Revisions  to  Texas  Administrative  Code 

a.  Rule  81.52 

b.  Rule  81.62 

2.  New  Procedures  for  the  use  of  Precinct  Ballot  Counters. 

a.  Testing  Requirements 

b.  Establishing  a  Central  Counting  Station 

3.  Early  Voting  by  Personal  Appearance  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

a.  Counting  by  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board 

b.  Counting  by  Central  Counting  Station 

4.  Early  Voting  by  Mail  Ballots  —Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

5.  Election  Day  Ballots  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

a.  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Polling  Place 

b.  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Central  Counting  Station 

6.  Ballot  Box  Capacity  Emergencies 
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1.  Revisions  to  Texas  Administrative  Code 


On  June  28,  2017,  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  received  a  petition  requesting  changes  to 
certain  Texas  Administrative  Code  rules  related  to  the  requirement  that  a  continuous  feed  (dot 
matrix)  printer  must  be  attached  to  all  precinct  ballot  counters  during  early  voting  (1  T.A.C.  § 
81.52)  and  attached  to  all  central  accumulators  (1  T.A.C.  §81.62).  The  proposed  rules  also 
created  a  procedure  by  which  a  poll  watcher  can  request  printed  copies  of  the  audit  logs 
contained  in  the  Election  Management  System’s  central  accumulator  on  election  night  while  the 
centra!  counting  station  is  convened  and  tabulating  election  results. 

1  T.A.C.  §  81.52  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counters 

Previously,  under  1  T.A.C.  §  81.52(h),  if  a  precinct  ballot  counter  was  to  be  used  during  early 
voting  by  personal  appearance,  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer  was  required  to  remain 
attached  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter  throughout  the  early  voting  period.  As  of  September  28, 
2017,  the  requirement  for  this  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer  was  repealed  from  the  Texas 
Administrative  Code.  Therefore,  precinct  ballot  counters  can  now  be  used  for  early  voting  by 
personal  appearance  provided  that  certain  procedures  are  followed. 

All  precinct  ballot  counters  certified  for  use  in  Texas  election  maintain  internal  audit  logs.  This 
is  a  requirement  under  both  the  state  and  federal  certification  process  and  will  remain  in  place. 
Precinct  ballot  counters  used  during  early  voting  must  be  secured  to  prevent  tampering  in 
accordance  with  procedures  provided  in  1  T.A.C  §  81.52  and  procedures  outlined  in  this 
advisory. 

1  T.A.C.  S  81.62  —  Audit  Logs  for  an  Election  Management  System’s  Central  Accumulator 

Under  1  T.A.C.  §  81.62,  a  central  accumulator  is  defined  as  the  part  of  an  Election  Management 
System  that  tabulates  and/or  consolidates  the  vote  totals  for  multiple  precincts/devices. 
Currently,  all  central  accumulators  are  required  to  have  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer.  As  a 
result  of  the  petition-initiated  rule  change,  this  requirement  for  the  continuous  feed  audit  log 
printer  will  be  repealed  effective  November  7,  2017. 

All  central  accumulators  certified  for  use  in  Texas  election  maintain  internal  audit  logs.  This  is 
a  requirement  under  both  the  state  and  federal  certification  process  and  will  remain  in  place. 
Any  audit  log  produced  by  a  central  accumulator  is  an  election  record  and  must  be  retained  for 
the  proper  preservation  period. 

In  addition  to  eliminating  the  requirement  for  the  continuous  feed  printer,  the  changes  to  1 
T.A.C.  §  81.62  require  a  full  audit  log  to  be  printed  after  the  tabulation  of  results  is  completed  on 
election  night,  and  provide  a  procedure  for  poll  watchers  to  gain  access  to  these  audit  logs  during 
the  tabulation  process. 

1  T.A.C.  §  81.62(g)  provides  that  a  poll  watcher  may  request  a  printed  copy  of  an  audit  log 
produced  by  a  central  accumulator: 

1 .  Before  any  votes  are  tabulated, 
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2.  After  early  voting  results  are  tabulated,  and 

3.  Immediately  following  the  completion  of  the  vote  tabulation. 

Once  a  request  for  a  report  has  been  made,  the  central  counting  station  manager  or  tabulation 
supervisor  is  required  to  print  a  copy  of  the  audit  log  at  the  required  time  and  make  a  copy  of  it 
available  to  any  and  all  poll  watchers  that  have  requested  a  copy  of  the  audit  log.  You  do  not 
need  to  print  an  official  audit  log  separately  for  multiple  requestors.  Once  a  copy  is  printed,  it 
can  be  copied  and  provided  to  the  different  requestors.  Additionally,  if  you  anticipate 
receiving  these  requests,  we  would  suggest  you  provide  for  the  printing  of  these  audit  logs  in 
your  central  counting  station  plan. 

2.  New  Procedures  for  the  use  of  Precinct  Ballot  Counters 

The  changes  to  Sections  81.52  and  81.62  of  the  Texas  Administrative  Code  have  the  immediate 
effect  of  allowing  precinct  ballot  counters  to  be  used  in  additional  ways  to  efficiently  and 
accurately  count  ballots.  As  a  result  of  the  changes,  precinct  ballot  counters  can  now  also  be 
used  as  central  accumulators,  allowing  for  their  use  by  the  early  voting  ballot  board  or  at  a 
central  counting  station.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  provided  the  following  procedures  to  ensure 
the  proper  use  of  precinct  ballot  counters  when  used  for  counting  early  voting  in  person  ballots, 
election  day  ballots,  and  by  mail  ballots: 

a.  Testing  Requirements 
Acceptance  Testing 

Acceptance  testing  must  be  done  on  the  precinct  ballot  counters  when  they  are  first  delivered  by 
the  vendors.  The  acceptance  testing  includes  verification  that  the  system  delivered  is  certified  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  a  hardware  diagnostic  test,  and  a  logic  and  accuracy  (L&A)  test 

a  iitOOK  ClCvtiUll.  OCC  l^ivCwiuil  iSU. 

Pre-Election  Testing 

Like  central  counting  station  tabulators,  precinct  ballot  counters  must  be  tested  in  accordance 
with  Subchapter  D  of  Chapter  127  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  to  the  extent  those  procedures  can 
be  made  applicable  to  the  devices.  This  means  you  have  to  conduct  the  first  required  test  of  the 
tabulation  equipment.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  determined  that  it  is  not  feasible  to  conduct  a 
second  and  third  tabulation  test  in  the  case  of  precinct  ballot  counters.  (Section  127.1.52  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code;  Election  Advisory  No.  2014-06).  In  addition  to  the  requirements  for  the 
testing  of  the  tabulation  equipment,  precinct  ballot  counters  must  also  be  included  in  pre-election 
testing  including  the  L&A  test  and  the  hardware  diagnostic  test. 

Post-Election  Testing 

After  each  election,  precinct  ballot  counters  are  subject  to  a  post-election  audit,  known  as  the 
partial  manual  count.  The  directions  for  a  partial  manual  count  may  be  found  in  Section  127.201 
of  the  Texas  Election  Code  and  in  subsequent  communications  from  the  SOS  related  to  each 
election. 

b.  Establishing  a  Central  Counting  Station 
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When  an  entity  decides  to  use  a  precinct  ballot  counter  for  the  counting  of  their  early  voting  or 
election  day  ballots,  they  must  decide  whether  they  will  have  a  traditional  polling  place  set  up  or 
establish  a  central  counting  station. 

In  a  traditional  polling  place  set-up,  precinct  returns  are  generated  at  each  precinct  polling 
place  and  early  voting  in  person  ballots  and  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  are  counted  by  the  early 
voting  ballot  board.  The  returns  are  then  delivered  to  the  General  Custodian  of  election  records 
and  the  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results  is  generated  in  accordance  with  Section  66.056  of 
the  Texas  Election  Code. 

In  a  central  counting  station  set-up,  the  authority  ordering  the  election  must  create  a  central 
counting  station  and  appoint  a  central  counting  station  manager,  tabulation  supervisor,  and 
presiding  judge.  The  central  counting  station  counts  all  early  voting  by  mail  ballots.  The 
precinct  records,  voted  ballots,  and  electronic  media  from  the  precinct  ballot  counters  used  for 
early  voting  in  person  and  election  day  would  be  delivered  to  the  central  counting  station  where 
the  electronic  media  would  be  read  in  a  central  accumulator.  The  central  counting  station  would 
be  responsible  for  creating  both  precinct  returns  and  the  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results 
in  accordance  with  Section  66.056  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Even  if  your  entity  has  decided  to  use  a  traditional  polling  place  set-up,  you  are  still  required  to 
establish  a  central  counting  station  and  appoint  the  required  personnel,  in  case  there  are 
discrepancies  of  four  or  more  in  your  ballot  totals  under  Section  127.156  of  the  Election  Code  or 
two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  under  Section  127.157  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  This 
central  counting  station  is  not  required  to  convene  unless  it  is  necessary  under  Section  127.156 
and  Section  127.157  of  the  Election  Code.  They  are  on  “stand  by”  in  case  one  of  those  scenarios 
requires  your  ballots  be  counted  at  the  central  counting  station.  If  you  do  not  have  individuals 
you  can  appoint  to  these  positions,  the  SOS  recommends  that  you  appoint  your  early  voting 
ballot  board  presiding  judge  and  clerks  as  central  counting  station  personnel  as  these  individuals 
will  have  experience  and  knowledge  of  counting  procedures. 

3.  Early  Voting  by  Personal  Appearance  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

1  T.A.C.  §  81.52,  certain  provisions  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  and  this  advisory  provide 
procedures  on  how  to  use  precinct  ballot  counters  for  early  voting  in  person. 

1.  General  Requirements 

a.  Precinct  ballot  counters  used  during  early  voting  may  not  be  used  for  voting  on 
election  day.  You  are  prohibited  under  Texas  law  from  counting  your  ballots 
(printing  results  tapes)  until  the  polls  open  on  election  day  or  the  when  the  ballot 
have  been  delivered  to  the  early  voting  ballot  board  or  central  counting  station  for 
counting,  whichever  is  applicable  to  your  election  (Sec.  87.0241,  Texas  Election 
Code). 

b.  In  accordance  with  Section  85.032  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  ballot  box 
connected  to  a  precinct  ballot  counter  that  is  used  during  early  voting  by  personal 
appearance  must  have  two  locks,  each  with  a  different  key,  and  must  be  designed 
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and  constructed  so  that  the  box  can  be  sealed  to  detect  an  unauthorized  opening  of 
the  box. 

c.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  must  have  the  capability  of  being  sealed  to  prevent 
any  unauthorized  deposit  of  ballots  in  the  box. 

2.  At  the  Early  Voting  Location 

a.  The  early  voting  clerk  or  deputy  early  voting  clerk  at  each  early  voting  location 
shall  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  ensure  that  all  locks  and  seals  are 
properly  affixed  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter. 

b.  Immediately  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the  first  day  of  early  voting  by 
personal  appearance,  a  zero  tape  shall  be  run.  If  the  tape  properly  reads  "0"  for  all 
candidates  and  propositions,  voting  may  begin.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

c.  At  the  close  of  each  day's  voting,  the  presiding  judge  shall  print  a  report  showing 
the  total  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  through  that  day  (the 
“daily  ballot  count  report”). 

i.  Alternate  Procedure  for  ES«feS  MlOO: 

1.  If  the  precinct  ballot  counter  is  not  capable  of  printing  reports  that 
show  the  total  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  device  during  the  early 
voting  period,  the  early  voting  officials  at  each  early  voting 
location  shall  complete  a  daily  ballot  count  report  by  reviewing  the 
public  counter  on  each  precinct  ballot  counter  at  the  beginning  of 
each  day  of  voting  and  at  the  end  of  each  day  of  voting  and  noting 
the  public  count  from  each  reading  on  the  form. 

2.  This  report  will  indicate  how  many  ballots  were  cast  on  the 

of  voting  each  day  during  the  early  voting  period. 

3.  This  report  must  be  signed  by  at  least  two  early  voting  officials 
every  time  an  entry  is  made  on  the  form.  If  poll  watchers  are 
present,  they  must  be  permitted  to  sign  the  form. 

d.  The  precinct  ballot  counter's  doors  must  be  locked  and  sealed  with  a  numbered 
paper  seal.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  must  be  unplugged  and  secured  for  the 
evening.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

NOTE:  A  numbered  paper  seal  is  the  minimum  requirement  or  securing 
the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  door.  Some  precinct  ballot  counters  will 
provide  slots  for  more  sophisticated  tamper-evident  or  tamper-resistant 
seals.  If  a  stronger,  more  secure  numbered  seal  can  be  used,  this  will 
meet  the  security  requirements  outlined  in  the  rule. 

e.  Prior  to  voting  on  each  day  of  the  period,  the  precinct  ballot  counter  must  be 
plugged  back  in  and  a  tape  (report)  run  to  indicate  that  the  counter  has  not  been 
disturbed  since  the  previous  day's  voting  and  that  voting  may  continue.  (1  T.A.C. 
§81.52) 
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f.  At  the  conclusion  of  early  voting  by  personal  appearance,  the  precinct  ballot 
counter  shall  be  locked,  sealed,  and  secured  by  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  until 
Election  Day  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52). 

g.  The  precinct  ballot  counter,  electronic  media,  voted  ballots,  and  election  records 
shall  be  secured  and  transferred  to  the  General  Custodian  of  Election  records  (if 
different  from  the  Early  Voting  Clerk)  until  election  day  or  the  time  for  counting 
ballots  under  Section  87.0241  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

a.  Counting  by  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board 

1.  For  each  meeting  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  meeting  that  involves  the  breaking  of 
seals  and  running  of  totals,  the  early  voting  clerk  shall  place  a  notice  in  the  same  place 
and  same  manner  as  any  other  required  notices  posted  in  accordance  with  Section  87.023 
of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81 .52) 

2.  At  the  proper  time  designated  for  tabulation,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  must  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  determine  whether  the  seals  are  intact 
and  that  they  match  the  serial  numbers  listed  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate.  (1  T.A.C.  § 
81.52) 

3.  The  audit  log  must  also  be  inspected  by  the  presiding  Judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot 
board  to  determine  that  there  has  been  no  unauthorized  access  to  the  precinct  ballot 
counter.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

a.  Alternate  Procedure  for  Hart  Verity  Scan  and  HVS  eScan,  and  ES&S  MlOO: 

i.  If  the  device  is  not  capable  of  printing  an  audit  log  without  breaking  the 
seals,  the  presiding  judge  shall  compare  the  daily  ballot  count  reports  to 
determine  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  unauthorized  access  to  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

4.  If  the  seal  is  not  intact,  the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting 
ballots  must  be  re-counted  either  manually  or  with  a  different  tabulation  device,  if 
available.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

5.  If  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  indicate  unauthorized  activity, 
the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting  ballots  must  be  re-counted 
using  the  standard  election  day  procedures.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81 .52) 

6.  If  the  seal  is  intact  and  the  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  appear(s)  in 
order,  the  seal  should  be  broken  and  the  ballots  removed  to  a  separate  container.  The 
electronic  media  should  be  removed  and  transferred  to  the  accumulator,  if  applicable.  (1 
T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

7.  The  polls  are  closed  on  the  counter  and  a  "totals"  printout  is  printed.  The  judge  shall 
print  out  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless 
instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general  custodian  of  election  records.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

8.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  shall  prepare  early  voting  precinct 
returns  using  the  printed  results  tapes  or  reports,  and  any  tally  sheets  used  for  the  manual 
counting  of  write-in  votes,  if  applicable. 
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b. 


9.  The  early  voting  results,  electronic  media,  voted  ballots,  and  any  other  associated  records 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  general  custodian  of  election  records. 

10.  If  a  full  audit  log  v/as  not  previously  printed,  a  full  audit  log  from  the  device  must  be 
printed  and  maintained  with  the  precinct  election  records. 

1 1.  The  audit  log  shall  be  preserved  for  six  months  after  election  day,  or  22  months  following 
election  day  in  an  election  involving  a  federal  office,  for  elections  taking  place  prior  to 
December  1,  2017.  For  elections  taking  place  on  or  after  December  1,  2017,  the  audit  log 
shall  be  preserved  for  22  months  following  election  day  for  all  elections  (See  65.058, 
Texas  Election  Code;  66.058(a),  Texas  Election  Code  (as  amended  by  SB  5  (85*  D* 
Special  Session)) 

1 2.  Any  deviation  from  this  proeedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
(1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

Counting  by  Central  Counting  Station 

1 .  The  early  voting  clerk  shall  place  a  notice  of  the  hour  and  location  of  the  convening  of 
the  central  counting  station,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  required  notices  posted  in 
accordance  with  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  At  the  proper  time  designated  for  tabulation,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting 
station  must  inspect  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  determine  whether  the  seals  are  intact 
and  that  they  match  the  serial  numbers  listed  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate.  (1  T.A.C.  § 
81.52) 

3.  The  audit  log  must  also  be  inspected  by  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station 
to  determine  that  there  has  been  no  unauthorized  access  to  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  (1 
T.A.C.  §  81.52) 


o 


T-TVS  Ml 00: 


i.  If  the  device  is  not  capable  of  printing  an  audit  log  without  breaking  the 
seals,  the  presiding  judge  shall  compare  the  daily  ballot  count  reports  to 
determine  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  unauthorized  access  to  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

4.  If  the  seal  is  not  intact,  the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting 
ballots  must  be  re-counted  either  manually  or  with  a  different  tabulation  device,  if 
available.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

5.  If  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  indicates  unauthorized 
activity,  the  early  voting  results  may  not  be  used  and  the  early  voting  ballots  must  be  re¬ 
counted  using  the  standard  election  day  procedure. ( 1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

6.  If  the  seal  is  intact  and  the  audit  log  (or  daily  ballot  count  reports,  if  applicable)  appears 
in  order,  the  seal  should  be  broken  and  the  ballots  removed  to  a  separate  container.  The 
electronic  media  should  be  removed  and  transferred  to  the  accumulator.  (1  T.A.C.  § 
81.52) 

7.  The  polls  are  closed  on  the  counter,  and  a  "totals"  printout  is  printed.  The  judge  shall 
print  out  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless 
instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general  custodian  of  election  records.  (1  T.A.C.  §  81 .52) 
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8.  The  number  of  ballots  recorded  on  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate  shall  be  compared  to  the 
number  of  ballots  listed  on  the  results  tape  or  results  report,  whichever  is  applicable.  If  a 
discrepancy  of  four  or  more  exists,  the  official  tabulation  of  the  ballots  shall  be  conducted 
at  a  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  §  127.156  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

9.  The  counted  ballots  shall  be  removed  from  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and  examined  for 
irregularly  marked  ballots  for  processing  in  accordance  with  §  127.157(b)  -  (e)  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code.  If  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  that  must  be 
reconciled,  the  official  tabulation  of  the  ballots  shall  be  conducted  at  a  central  counting 
station  in  accordance  with  §  127.157(c). 

1 0.  If  there  is  no  discrepancy  of  four  or  more  in  ballot  totals  and  not  more  than  two  or  more 
irregularly  marked  ballots  that  must  be  reconciled,  the  electronic  media  contained  in  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  judge  for  accumulation  of  early 
voting  results.  The  printed  results  shall  be  maintained  with  the  election  records  for  that 
election. 

11.  If  a  full  audit  log  was  not  previously  printed,  a  full  audit  log  from  the  device  must  be 
printed  and  maintained  with  the  precinct  election  records. 

12.  The  audit  log  shall  be  preserved  for  six  months  after  election  day,  or  22  months  following 
election  day  in  an  election  involving  a  federal  office,  for  elections  taking  place  prior  to 
December  1,  2017.  For  elections  taking  place  on  or  after  December  1,  2017,  the  audit  log 
shall  be  preserved  for  22  months  following  election  day  for  all  elections  (See  65.058, 
Texas  Election  Code;  66.058(a),  Texas  Election  Code  (as  amended  by  SB  5  (85“’ 
Special  Session)) 

13.  Any  deviation  from  this  procedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
(1  T.A.C.  §  81.52) 

4.  Early  Voting  by  Mail  Ballots  -  Counting  on  a  Precinct  Ballot  Counter 

Early  voting  by  mail  ballots  may  be  counted  on  a  precinct  ballot  counter.  If  you  have  a  separate 
precinct  ballot  counter  used  exclusively  for  by  mail  ballots,  you  will  need  to  follow  the  same 
steps  you  would  follow  for  the  counting  of  ballots  as  you  would  if  you  were  using  a  central 
scanner  as  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  If  you  would  like  to  use  the  same  precinct  ballot  counter 
that  was  used  to  count  your  early  voting  in  person  ballots,  the  procedures  below  must  be 
followed. 

1 .  If  a  precinct  ballot  counter  was  used  during  early  voting  by  personal  appearance,  the 
same  precinct  ballot  counter  can  be  used  to  count  early  voting  ballots  by  mail.  The 
following  requirements  must  be  met:  • 

a.  All  appropriate  documentation  including  rosters  and  voting  history  must  be 
maintained  separately  for  early  voting  ballots  cast  by  mail  and  early  voting  ballots 
cast  in  person. 

b.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  (if  the  central  counting  station  is  not  convened),  whichever  is 
applicable,  shall  print  a  report  that  shows  no  unauthorized  ballots  were  cast  on  the 
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precinct  ballot  counter  after  the  close  of  early  voting  by  personal  appearance. 
The  report  shall  show  that  the  total  number  of  ballots  from  early  voting  in  person 
is  equal  to  the  number  of  ballots  cast  on  the  machine. 

c.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  remove  from  the  precinct  ballot 
counter  the  voted  ballots  from  early  voting  in  person  and  place  them  in  a  secure 
container. 

d.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  scan  the  early  voting  by  mail 
ballots  that  were  accepted  for  counting. 

e.  Upon  completion  of  the  scanning,  the  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  shall  be 
removed  from  the  precinct  ballot  counter,  and  shall  be  placed  in  a  secure 
container. 

f.  The  early  voting  in  person  ballots  and  the  early  voting  by  mail  ballots  may  be 
stored  in  the  same  container,  but  must  be  maintained  separately  within  that 
container. 

2.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  record  the  total  number  of  early  voting 
by  mail  ballots  that  were  run  through  the  precinct  ballot  scanner  on  the  ballot  and  seal 
certificate. 

3.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  print  two  copies  of  the  results  tape  or 
results  report,  whichever  is  applicable,  unless  instructed  to  print  more  by  the  general 

4.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is  applicable,  shall  verify  that  the  total  number  of  ballots 
scanned  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  total  number  of  ballots 
scanned  from  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  at  that  location  and  the  total  number  of 
early  voting  by  mail  ballots  scanned  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter. 

5.  Upon  completion  of  the  verification  of  ballot  numbers,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central 
counting  station  or  the  presiding  judge  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board,  whichever  is 
applicable,  shall  follow  the  same  steps  required  for  counting  ballots  by  the  early  voting 
ballot  board  or  central  counting  station  as  applicable. 

6.  Any  deviation  from  this  procedure  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

5.  Election  Day  Ballots  -  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  Procedures 

In  addition  to  the  procedures  outlined  in  Section  81.52  of  the  Texas  Administrative  Code,  these 
are  the  procedures  that  should  be  followed  on  election  day  when  using  a  precinct  ballot  counter 
in  a  polling  place. 
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1 .  Immediately  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls,  the  election  judge  shall  inspect  the  precinct 
ballot  counter  to  ensure  that  all  locks  and  seals  are  properly  affixed  to  the  precinct  ballot 
counter. 

2.  The  election  judge  shall  verify  and  document  the  serial  numbers  of  the  equipment  in  use 
at  that  polling  place. 

3.  The  election  judge  shall  run  a  report  that  shows  that  zero  ballots  have  been  cast  on  the 
precinct  ballot  counter.  If  the  tape  properly  reads  “0”  for  all  candidates  and  propositions, 
voting  shall  begin. 

4.  After  the  polls  close  or  the  last  voter  has  voted,  whichever  is  later,  the  election  judge 
must  secure  the  precinct  ballot  counter  so  that  no  additional  ballots  can  be  deposited  in  to 
the  precinct  ballot  counter. 

5.  The  election  judge  must  close  or  suspend  the  polls,  whichever  is  applicable  to  that 
system,  on  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and  print  three  copies  of  the  results  tape  or  results 
report,  whichever  is  applicable. 

6.  The  election  judge  shall  compare  the  number  of  ballots  recorded  on  the  ballot  and  seal 
certificate  to  the  number  of  ballots  listed  on  the  results  tape.  If  a  discrepancy  of  four  or 
more  exists,  or  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  official  tabulation  of 
the  ballots  shall  be  conducted  at  a  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  127.157(b)- 
(e)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  (See  Section  5b  of  this  Advisory,  Election  Day  Ballots  - 
—  Precincts  Completed  at  the  Central  Counting  Station). 

7.  If  no  ballots  need  to  be  sent  to  the  Central  Counting  Station,  then  election  judge  can 
continue  to  process  results  in  the  polling  place.  (See  Section  5a  of  this  Advisory, 
Election  Day  Ballots  -  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  the  Polling  Place). 

a.  Election  Day  Ballots  —  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  the  Polling  Place. 

These  procedures  should  be  followed  if  the  political  subdivision  does  NOT  intend  to  be 
completing  their  final  tabulation  at  a  central  counting  station. 

1.  After  the  results  tapes  have  been  printed,  the  counted  ballots  shall  be  removed  from  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  and  examined  for  irregularly  marked  ballots  for  processing  in 
accordance  with  Section  127.156  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

2.  If  there  are  two  or  more  irregularly  marked  ballots  that  were  improperly  tabulated 
because  of  the  irregular  marks,  the  ballots  shall  be  separated  from  the  ballots  that  were 
properly  marked  and  all  of  the  ballots  shall  be  delivered  to  a  central  counting  station. 

3.  If  there  is  no  discrepancy  in  ballot  totals  and  no  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  election 
official  shall  review  the  write-in  votes,  if  any,  in  accordance  with  Section  65.008  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code. 

4.  The  election  judge  shall  then  prepare  the  precinct  returns  from  the  results  tape  printed, 
and  if  applicable,  from  the  write-in  votes  hand  tallied  by  the  precinct  election  judges  and 
clerks. 
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5.  The  precinct  returns,  voted  ballots,  electronic  media  from  the  precinct  ballot  counter, 
precinct  election  records,  and  the  remaining  supplies  shall  be  delivered  to  the  general 
custodian  of  election  records,  immediately  after  the  precinct  returns  are  completed  in 
accordance  with  Section  66.053  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

6.  The  custodian  shall  prepare  unofficial  tabulation  of  election  results  in  accordance  with 
Section  66.056  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 


b.  Election  Day  Ballots  —  Precinct  Returns  Completed  at  Central  Counting  Station 

These  procedures  should  be  followed  if  the  political  subdivision  has  created  a  central  counting 
station  for  the  processing  of  election  results.  At  a  central  counting  station,  the  presiding  judge  is 
responsible  for  producing  both  precinct  returns  and  election  totals. 


1. 


2. 


At  the  Polling  Place 

a.  Precinct  ballot  counter  returned  to  central  counting  station. 

i.  After  the  results  tapes  have  been  printed,  the  election  judge  shall  lock  and 
seal  the  precinct  ballot  counter  to  prepare  it  for  delivery  back  to  the  central 
counting  station.  The  voted  ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be 
placed  in  a  secure  transfer  case. 

ii.  The  precinct  ballot  counter  and  the  transfer  case  containing  the  voted 

ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
judge  of  the  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  Section 

127.066(c)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

b.  Precinct  Ballot  Counter  NOT  returned  to  central  counting  station. 

iA  tiiC  pAvOitA,Al  CuilOt  v-Ouiiivi  cannot  oc  loniovco  tiont  litc  polling 
place,  the  election  judge  shall  remove  the  electronic  media  from  the 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

ii.  The  electronic  media,  voted  ballots  and  precinct  election  records  shall  be 
placed  in  a  secure  transfer  case  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
judge  of  the  central  counting  station  in  accordance  with  Section 

127.066(c)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

At  the  Central  Counting  Station: 

a.  The  presiding  judge  shall  unlock  and  unseal  the  precinct  ballot  counter,  if 
applicable  and  remove  the  electronic  media. 


b.  If  the  electronic  media  was  transported  in  a  separate  transfer  case,  the  presiding 
judge  shall  open  the  transfer  case  and  remove  the  electronic  media. 

c.  The  voted  ballot  shall  be  removed  from  the  transfer  case. 

d.  The  ballots  shall  be  examined  for  the  irregularly  marked  ballots  for  processing  in 
accordance  with  Section  127.157  (c)-(e)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

e.  If  there  are  no  irregularly  marked  ballots,  the  electronic  media  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  manager  of  the  eentral  counting  station  for  accumulation. 
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f.  Write-in  votes  shall  be  reviewed  for  voter  intent  by  the  presiding  judge  or  clerks 
designed  by  the  presiding  judge.  The  results  shall  be  added  either  manually  or 
electronically  to  those  for  ballots  counted  by  the  precinct  ballot  counter.  (1 27. 1 30) 

g.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting  station  shall  be  responsible  for 
preparing  precinct  returns  in  accordance  with  Section  127.131  of  the  Texas 
Election  Code. 

6.  Ballot  Box  Capacity  Emergencies 

There  have  been  instances  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the  earlv-voting-in-person 
period,  when  the  number  of  ballots  inserted  into  a  precinct  ballot  counter  exceeded  the  capacity 
of  the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  ballot  box.  As  a  best  practice,  the  number  of  ballots  placed  in  the 
precinct  ballot  counter  should  be  monitored,  and  when  the  capacity  of  the  box  is  being  neared,  a 
new  precinct  ballot  counter  should  be  brought  in,  and  the  first  one  locked,  sealed  and  secured 
until  the  time  for  counting  ballots.  However,  not  all  political  subdivisions  will  have  the  funding 
to  purchase  additional  equipment  for  this  purpose  as  not  all  elections  will  have  the  same  turnout 
and  require  additional  equipment. 

If  a  political  subdivision  has  an  insufficient  quantity  of  precinct  ballot  counters,  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  authorized  the  following  procedures  in  accordance  with  85.032(e)  when:  (1)  the 
number  of  voted  ballots  will  exceed  the  precinct  ballot  counter’s  ballot  box  capacity,  (2)  all 
precinct  ballot  counters  at  that  location  are  full,  and  (3)  no  additional  precinct  ballot  counters  are 
available. 

1.  When  the  early  voting  clerk  determines  that  a  precinct  ballot  counter  is  nearing  capacity, 
the  early  voting  clerk  shall  notify  the  County  Sheriff  (or  whoever  has  possession  of  the 
second  ballot  box  key  in  accordance  with  Sec.  66.060  of  the  Texas  Election  Code)  of  the 
need  to  transfer  voted  ballots  out  of  a  precinct  ballot  counter. 

2.  In  an  election  in  which  a  political  party  has  a  candidate  on  the  ballot,  the  early  voting 
clerk  shall  also  notify  the  county  party  chairs  of  the  need  to  transfer  voted  ballots  out  of  a 
precinct  ballot  counter. 

3.  When  the  polls  are  closed  for  the  day,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Sheriff  (or  other  key- 
holder),  the  early  voting  clerk  shall  open  the  precinct  ballot  counter  and  remove  the  voted 
ballots. 

4.  The  ballots  shall  be  placed  in  a  transfer  case  that  contains  two  locks  and  can  be  sealed 
with  a  tamper  evident  or  tamper  resistant  seal  as  required  under  Section  85, 032(b)  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code. 

5.  The  deputy  early  voting  clerk.  Sheriff  (or  other  key-holder),  and  any  poll  watchers 
present  must  sign  a  log  that  details: 

a.  the  date  and  time  that  the  precinct  ballot  counter  was  opened, 

b.  the  numbers  of  the  seals  that  have  been  removed, 

c.  the  numbers  of  the  seals  that  are  attached,  and 

d.  the  seal  numbers  of  the  ballot  box(es)  to  which  the  voted  ballots  were  removed. 
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6.  The  voted  ballots  shall  then  be  transported  to  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  for 
storage. 

7.  Poll  Watchers  can  be  present  for  this  process. 


KI:CA 
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From; 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  April  24,  2018  8:39  AM 
VRTeam 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA-663)  -May  22,  2018  Voter  Registration  Deadline 
Memorandum 

VR  Application  Sample  Notification  -  May  22,  2018.pdf;  Voter  Registration  Postmarks 
and  Cut-Off  Dates.pdf 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  April  24,2018 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 

As  a  reminder,  Monday,  April  23, 2018  was  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming  May  22, 
201 8  Primary  Runoff  Elections.  With  the  201 1  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS 
is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a 
recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  detennine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be 
considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  April  23,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
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should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  umnarked  and  there  is 
no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 


Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional  infomiation,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin.  Texas  7871 1-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


THE  ENCLOSED  VOTER  REGISTRATION 
APPLICATIONS  WITHOUT  POSTMARKS 
CAME  TO  OUR  OFFICE  IN  PACKAGES 
WHICH  WERE  POSTMARKED  ON  OR 
BEFORE  APRIL  23,  2018.  THE  VOTERS  ARE 
ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  MAY  22,  2018  PRIMARY 
RUNOFF  ELECTIONS.  ANY  QUESTIONS 
PLEASE  CALL  ANDRIA  PERALES  WITH 
THE  ELECTIONS  DIVISION  TOLL-FREE  AT 
1-800-252-2216,  options  4  —  hold  until  after  the 
Spanish  option,  then  select  option  1,  then  option  5 
OR  EMAIL  APERALES(gSOS.TEXAS.GOV. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

RE: 


All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 
Keith  Ingram,  Director/ 

April  24,  2018 


Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  Monday,  April  23,  2018  was  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the 
upcoming  May  22,  2018  Primary  Runoff  Elections.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in 
requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card. 
In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended  order  of  identification  to 
help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be  timely.  The 
dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter 
Registrars.  If  you  receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1.  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is 

after  the  deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received 
on  or  before  the  deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or 
letter  (sample  attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut¬ 
off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear  that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice 
is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible  for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the 
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envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the  applications  were  received  by  us 
after  April  23,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election,  regardless  of  what  the 
applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR 
applications  contained  in  the  envelope  should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same 
day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was 
sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the  applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional 
information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216, 
option  1. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  April  24,  2018  3:01  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory— CC/EA—  Additional  Ballot  by  Mail  Procedures  for  May  Uniform 
Date  and  Primary  Runoff 

ADV2018-16  -Additional  Ballot  by  Mail  Procedures  for  May  Uniform  Date  an....pdf 


Flag  Status: 


Flagged 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  offer  a  few  reminders  to  you  all  about  the  upcoming  May  elections. 

1.  ABBM/FPCA  Deadline:  Today,  Tuesday,  April  24,  2018,  is  the  ll'^  day  before  the  May  5,  2018  uniform  election 
date,  the  last  day  a  voter  can  submit  an  application  to  vote  by  mail  (ABBM  or  FPCA)  and  receive  a  ballot  for  the 
May  5,  2018  uniform  election  date. 

As  a  reminder,  SB  5  (85*’’  Legislature,  C.S.  2017)  revised  the  delivery  rules  related  to  faxed  or  emailed  ABBMs  and 
faxed  FPCAs.  If  an  FPCA  is  faxed  or  an  ABBM  is  received  via  fax  or  email  before  midnight  today,  you  MUST 
receive  the  original  ABBM  no  later  than  Monday,  April  30,  2018  (4**'  business  day  after  the  deadline  to  submit 
the  ABBM/FPCA),  in  order  to  send  the  voter  a  ballot.  If  an  early  voting  clerk  does  not  receive  the  original  ABBM 
or  FPCA  by  that  deadline,  then  the  emailed  or  faxed  ABBM  or  faxed  FPCA  will  be  considered  incomplete,  and  the 
early  voting  clerk  may  NOT  send  the  applicant  a  ballot. 

See  Advisory  No.  2018-02  -  Ballot  by  Mail  Deadlines;  HB  1151,  HB  929  (Regular  Session);  SB  5  (Special 
Session) 

2.  NEW  Ballot  by  Mail  return  deadlines:  There  are  now  four  deadlines  for  receiving  and  counting  ballots  by 

ri'icJii.  I  di'ci 

a.  Received  by  7:00  p.m.  on  election  day. 

b.  Received  by  5:00  p.m.  on  the  next  business  day  after  election  day  with  a  postmark  of  election  day  or 
before,  if  sent  by  a  civilian  or  military  voter  using  an  ABBM  and  voting  within  the  United  States,  if  no 
postmark,  then  it  can't  be  counted. 

c.  Received  by  the  5**' day  after  election  day  from  an  overseas  civilian  voter  (ABBM  or  FPCA)  ora  military 
voter  (using  an  ABBM  and  voting  from  overseas)  with  a  postmark  of  election  day  or  before.  If  no 
postmark,  then  it  can't  be  counted. 

d.  Received  by  the  6*'*  day  after  election  day  from  a  military  voter  using  an  FPCA.  No  postmark  necessary. 
Voter  can  be  domestic  or  overseas. 

Remember  that  for  a  Saturday  election,  the  next  business  day  is  Monday.  So  on  Monday  May  7,  2018,  any 
ballots  received  by  5:00  p.m.  that  were  placed  in  the  mail  by  7:00  pm  on  election  day  can  still  be  counted. 

3.  For  Counties  that  are  contracting  with  entities  holding  a  May  5. 2018  election:  Our  office  often  receives 
questions  related  to  voter  "mix-ups"  with  their  mail  ballots  for  the  May  5,  2018  uniform  election  date  and  the 
May  22,  2018  primary  runoff  election.  The  attached  Advisory  2018-16  goes  over  common  scenarios  that  may 
occur  with  these  mail  ballots.  When  posted,  this  Advisory  will  be  located  on  your  conducting  your  elections 
pages. 
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Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions.  Also,  please  remember  that  there  are  a  number  of  resources 
available  to  you  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  pages. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director--  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

e!ections(a)sos.texas.eov  [  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legai  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Tiffany  Owens  <TOwens@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  April  25,  2018  9:47  AM 
elections@co.starr.tx.us 

Reminder  -  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Wednesday,  April  04,  2018  8:29  AM 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  REMINDER--CC/EA(220)--Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 
Hello  Everyone, 

This  is  just  a  reminder  that  we  would  like  you  to  send  us  scanned  copies  of  any  Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 
(RIDs)  submitted  by  voters  for  the  March  6,  2018  Primary  election.  If  you  did  not  receive  any  RIDs  send  us  an  email 
stating  so.  Please  send  them  to  our  office  by  April  5,  2018. 

Scanned  copies  can  be  emailed  to  Tiffany  Owens  at  towensiS) sos.texas.gov. 

Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


PQWERED  By  THE  TBXaS  SECRETARY  OF  smiE 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  it  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  iegai  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Tuesday,  May  01,  2018  9:40  AM 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  -  Primary 

Runoff  Election 

Attachments:  ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  March  22  2018.pdf 


Comity  Clerks  and  Election  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  March  6, 20 1 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so 
that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  May  4, 2018  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
information,  please  follow  the  instructions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  niglit  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  el ections@, sos.texas.gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.8683. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 

The  State  of  Texas 

Phone:  512-463-5650 

P.O.  Box  12060 

Fax;  512-475-2811 

Austin,  Texas  78711  -2060 

Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

www.sos.state.tx.us 

(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-16 

TO:  County  Clerks/Election  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  April  24, 2018 

RE:  Additional  Ballot  by  Mail  Procedures  for  May  Uniform  Election  date  and  Primary 

Runoff  Election. 


This  advisory  provides  answers  to  some  commonly  asked  questions  related  to  mail  ballots  for  the 
May  uniform  election  date  and  the  primary  runoff  election  due  to  the  fact  that  these  elections 
happen  in  close  proximity.  In  the  situation  where  the  county  has  contracted  with  local 
entities  to  serve  as  the  local  entities’  early  voting  clerk,  there  is  a  concern  that  voters  will 
return  both  ballots  in  a  single  carrier  envelope.  Although  we  cannot  address  in  this  advisory 
every  possible  scenario,  we  will  discuss  those  that  appear  to  be  most  likely  or  common.  For 
'■’ot  co'''^rcd  in  this  nd'.'isoi'y  n'ense  contact  our  office,  as  the  proper  handling  of  those 
ballots  will  need  to  be  decided  on  a  case  by  case  basis.  If  you  have  additional  questions  related 
to  affiliation,  please  contact  the  Secretary  of  State  at  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683). 

All  references  are  to  the  Texas  Election  Code  (unless  otherwise  cited). 

Scenario  1:  The  early  voting  ballot  board  (“EVBB”)  for  the  May  5,  201 8  election  is  meeting  to 
count  ballots.  They  open  a  ballot  secrecy  envelope  and  there  is  a  primary  runoff  ballot  inside.  As 
the  ballot  secrecy  envelope  would  have  been  separated  from  the  carrier  envelope,  there  would  be 
no  way  to  determine  which  voter’s  ballot  this  is. 

Procedure  for  1:  This  ballot  cannot  be  counted  nor  retained  in  a  carrier  envelope  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  EVBB  for  the  runoff  primary  election.  We  suggest  that  the  EVBB 
presiding  judge  make  a  notation  on  the  ballot  to  explain  the  situation  and  why  the  ballot 
was  not  counted.  The  ballot  should  be  stored  in  the  envelope  that  contains  the  other 
rejected  ballots  (which  will  still  be  in  their  carrier  envelopes).  See  Texas  Election  Code 
Section  87.043.  Unfortunately,  as  there  is  no  way  to  know  which  voter  submitted  this 
ballot,  no  notice  of  rejection  can  be  sent  to  the  voter.  We  note  that  there  is  no  authority  in 
the  Texas  Election  Code  (“the  Code”)  to  store  a  voted  ballot  outside  of  the  jacket  or 
carrier  envelope.  Additionally,  while  the  EVBB  qualified  the  voter’s  ballot  with  respect 
to  the  May  5,  2018  election,  the  EVBB  did  not  qualify  the  ballot  with  respect  to  the 
runoff  primary.  The  May  5,  2018  EVBB  board  does  not  have  the  authority  to  qualify  a 
ballot  for  the  runoff  primary. 
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Scenario  2a;  The  EVBB  for  the  May  5,  201 8  election  reviews  a  carrier  envelope  (that  is  marked 
to  show  it  is  a  carrier  for  the  May  5,  2018  election)  and  determines  it  will  accept  the  ballot.  The 
EVBB  proceeds  to  open  the  carrier  envelope  to  remove  the  ballot  secrecy  envelope,  but  the 
ballot  is  not  in  a  secrecy  envelope.  The  EVBB  is  able  to  immediately  determine  that  the  ballot 
inside  the  carrier  is  a  primary  runoff  ballot.  In  this  scenario,  the  ballot  is  tied  to  a  particular  voter 
as  the  carrier  envelope  is  still  effectively  with  the  ballot. 

Procedure  for  2a:  We  recommend  that  the  EVBB  immediately  put  the  ballot  back  in  the 
carrier  envelope  and  seal  the  envelope.  The  EVBB  should  deliver  the  carrier  envelope  to 
the  early  voting  clerk,  who  should  then  place  the  carrier  envelope  in  the  jacket  envelope 
for  that  voter  for  the  primary  runoff,  ready  to  be  forwarded  to  the  EVBB  for  that  election 
at  the  appropriate  time.  We  also  suggest  that  the  presiding  Judge  of  the  EVBB  write  a 
memo  to  detail  what  occurred,  what  actions  were  taken,  and  the  date  those  actions  were 
taken.  The  presiding  Judge  and  at  least  one  other  member  of  the  EVBB  should  sign  off 
on  the  memo.  A  copy  of  the  memo  should  be  placed  in  the  voter’s  May  5,  2018  Jacket 
envelope  and  a  copy  provided  to  the  early  voting  clerk  for  placement  in  the  voter’s 
primary  runoff  Jacket  envelope.  When  the  EVBB  for  the  primary  runoff  election 
convenes  and  sees  a  carrier  envelope  for  the  May  5,  201 8  election  in  the  Jacket  envelope 
for  the  primary  runoff,  the  memo  will  serve  to  inform  that  EVBB  of  what  has  occurred. 

Scenario  2b:  As  a  corollary  to  scenario  2a,  as  the  voter’s  May  5,  2018  carrier  envelope 
contained  the  primary  runoff  ballot,  it  is  possible  that  the  primary  runoff  carrier  contains  the  May 
5,  2018  ballot.  Can  the  early  voting  clerk  take  the  runoff  primary  carrier  and  provide  it  to  the 
May  5  EVBB  for  processing? 

Procedure  for  Scenario  2b:  As  we  can  identify  the  voter  under  these  scenarios,  and 
hopefully  contact  the  voter,  the  chain  of  custody  can  be  well  established.  Regarding  the 
carrier  envelope  for  the  runoff,  which  presumably  contains  the  May  5,  2018  entity  ballot, 
we  suggest  that  the  early  voting  clerk  call  the  voter  (if  possible)  to  see  if  voter  can 
confirm  that  the  May  5,  2018  ballot  is  probably  in  the  runoff  carrier  envelope.  If  the 
voter  confirms  that  s/he  believes  the  ballot  in  the  primary  runoff  carrier  envelope  is  in 
fact  the  May  5,  2018  ballot  (or  if  the  early  voting  clerk  is  unable  to  reach  voter),  the  early 
voting  elerk  may  forward  that  carrier  envelope  to  the  May  5,  2018  election  EVBB  to 
process  as  normal,  if  able  to  do  so  in  a  timely  manner  We  do  not  recommend  that  the 
early  voting  clerk  open  the  carrier  envelope,  with  or  without  the  voter’s  permission,  to 
determine  whether  the  carrier  actually  contains  the  May  5,  2018  ballot.  Only  the  EVBB 
should  be  opening  this  carrier  envelope,  once  the  EVBB  has  determined  that  the  carrier 
envelope  was  properly  processed  (signature  comparison  completed,  voter  eligibility 
determined,  etc.).  We  do  suggest  that  the  early  voting  clerk  write  a  memo  to  detail  what 
occurred,  what  actions  were  taken,  and  the  date  those  actions  were  taken,  and  place  a 
copy  of  the  memo  in  the  voter’s  May  5,  2018  Jacket  envelope.  Another  copy  should  be 
placed  in  the  voter’s  primary  runoff  Jacket  envelope. 

Scenario  3a:  The  EVBB  for  the  May  5,  2018  election  qualifies  the  carrier  envelope  and  finds 
two  ballots,  each  inside  a  separate  ballot  secrecy  envelope  or  neither  ballot  in  a  ballot  secrecy 
envelope. 
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Procedure  for  Scenario  3a:  We  feel  that  under  this  limited  circumstance,  the  EVBB 
may  open  the  ballot  secrecy  envelopes,  if  used  by  the  voter.  (The  EVBB  has  the 
discretion  to  open  a  ballot  secrecy  envelope  in  limited  circumstances.  For  example,  to 
see  if  there  is  a  statement  of  residence  included  in  the  secrecy  envelope  rather  than  the 
carrier  envelope.  It  is  also  not  a  requirement  for  a  ballot  to  be  in  the  secrecy 
envelope.)  If  one  of  the  ballots  is  for  the  May  5,  2018  election  and  one  is  for  the  primary 
runoff  election,  the  May  5,  2018  ballot  may  be  counted.  The  primary  runoff  ballot  cannot 
be  counted.  There  is  no  authority  for  the  EVBB  to,  for  example,  copy  the  carrier 
envelope  for  the  May  5,  2018  election  and  place  the  runoff  ballot  back  in  the  carrier 
envelope  for  forwarding  to  the  primary  runoff  EVBB  (as  in  scenario  2b,  above).  We 
suggest  that  the  presiding  judge  of  the  EVBB  makes  a  notation  on  the  primary  runoff 
ballot  to  explain  the  situation  and  why  the  ballot  was  not  counted.  The  primary  runoff 
ballot  should  be  stored  in  the  envelope  that  contains  the  rejected  ballots  (which  will  still 
be  in  their  carrier  envelopes).  See  Section  87.043.  We  recommend  sending  this  voter  a 
rejection  letter,  even  though  this  EVBB  is  not  the  proper  ballot  board  for  the  May  22, 
2018  primary  runoff  ballot.  As  above,  we  recommend  that  a  memo  be  written  and  signed 
by  the  EVBB  presiding  judge  to  detail  actions  taken.  A  copy  of  the  memo  should  be 
placed  in  the  voters  May  5,  2018  jacket  envelope  and  a  copy  provided  to  the  early  voting 
clerk  for  placement  in  the  voter’s  primary  runoff  jacket  envelope. 

Scenario  3b:  The  EVBB  for  the  May  5,  2018  election  qualifies  the  carrier  envelope,  later 

discovers  that  the  ballot  secrecy  envelope  contains  both  a  May  5,  2018  ballot  and  a  primary 

runoff  ballot. 

Procedure  for  3b:  As  in  3a,  the  May  5,  2018  ballot  may  be  counted,  but  the  May  22, 
2018  primary  runoff  ballot  cannot.  No  notice  can  be  sent  to  the  voter  as  the  identity  of 
the  voter  cannot  be  determined  by  the  time  the  error  (2  ballots  in  one  secrecy  envelope)  is 
discovered.  Again,  we  suggest  that  the  presiding  judge  of  the  EVBB  make  a  notation  on 
the  rejected  primary  runoff  ballot  and  store  it  with  the  rejected  May  5,  2018  ballots. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From;  Andria  Perales  <APerales@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Tuesday,  May  01,  2018  9:53  AM 

To;  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  - 

Primary  Runoff  Election 

Attachments:  ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  May  22  2018.pdf 


County  Clerks  and  Election  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22,  2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be  reporting 
returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so 
that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  May  4,  2018  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
infonnation,  please  follow  the  instructions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  niglit  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instractions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.  gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.8683. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW .  .SOS .  state  tx .  ns/el ections/index  shtml 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEHIlS.eOV> 

POWERED  BY  THE  TEm  SEERETMV  8f  STATE  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 

Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


MEMORANDUM 

TO:  County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 

.a/ , 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

.J 

DATE:  May  1,2018 

RE:  Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  May  22, 201 8  Republican  and  Democratic 

Primary  Runoff  Election 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22,  20 1 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primaiy  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

Tills  inlormaiion  must  be  submitted  no  later  cnan  Friday,  May  4,  at  5  p,m. 

To  update  your  county  information: 

♦  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

litlus://enr.sos.stale.tx.us/ENR/faces/Logiri.xhlinl. 


To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1.800.252.8683  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements: 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  1 0  characters. 

Passwords  less  than  15  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  !(§#$%"'&*_+=?/-' ;;,o|\ 
Passwords  longer  than  1 5  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 
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•  Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  20 1 8  Republican  or  Democratic  Party  Primary  Runoff 
Election.  Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election.  . 
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•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 
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•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting  on  election  night,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling 
locations.  Your  total  number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting 
locations.) 


Precincts 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (GWPP),  enter  the  number  of 
Electibri  Day  pbllihg  locations  within  your  county,  including  one  (1)  for  early  votings  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night. 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  □  Optical  Scan  Q  Antomark  □  DRE  □ 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station  1 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numbers,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces. 


Kome: 

Contact  Phone; 

Cell  Phoucrl 

Home  Phonerj  j 

;  Delete  | 

Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes. 
Logout 


Update 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.8683. 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000466 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 


County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 

./r.  . 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

^  u 

May  1,2018 


Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  May  22, 2018  Republican  and  Democratic 
Primary  Runoff  Election 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22,  20 1 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  Wliilc  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

1  tiis  information  must  oe  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  May  4,  at  5  p.m. 

To  update  your  county  information: 

♦  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.iis/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml. 


To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1,800.252.8683  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements:  % 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  10  characters. 

Passwords  less  than  1 5  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  !(^#$%'"'&*_+=?/~';:,o|\ 
Passwords  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 
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Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  tlie  2018  Republican  or  Democratic  Paity  Primary  Runoff 
Election.  Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election.  . 
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•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 
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•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting  on  election  night,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling 
locations.  Your  total  number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting 
locations.) 


Precincts 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (G  WPP),  enter  the  number  of 
Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county,  including  one  (1)  for  early  voting.  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night. 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  □  Optical  Scan  O  Automaik  J  DREC) 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station  I 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numher.':,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces 


j  Namc^ 


:  Contact  Phoned 


I  Cell  Fhone*.i 


I  Home  Phoae:| 


i  l  i  Oelele  - 


•  Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes. 

•  Logout 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.8683. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos,texas.gov> 

Sent;  Thursday,  May  03,  2018  6:01  AM 

Subject;  FW:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  - 

Primary  Runoff  Election  (Reminder) 

Attachments:  ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  May  22  2018,pdf 


Friday  is  the  last  day  to  update  contact  information  in  EMCS. 

If  you  haven’t  already,  please  log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  ('EMCS')  using  your 
County  Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

NOTE:  Only  the  following  counties  are  required  to  update  their  contact  information  for  the  Republican  Primary 
Runoff: 


ANDERSON 

BURNET 

DELTA 

HAYS 

LAVACA 

POTTER 

TARRANT 

ARANSAS 

CALDWELL 

ELLIS 

HENDERSON 

LEE 

REAL 

TOM  GREEN 

AUSTIN 

CALHOUN 

FANNIN 

HILL 

LLANO 

REFUGIO 

TRAVIS 

BANDERA 

CHEROKEE 

FAYETTE 

HUNT 

MATAGORDA 

ROCKWALL 

TRINITY 

BASTROP 

COKE 

FREESTONE 

IRION 

MCCULLOCH 

RUNNELS 

VAN  ZANDT 

BELL 

COLLIN 

GILLESPIE 

JACKSON 

MILAM 

SAN  JACINTO 

VICTORIA 

BEXAR 

COLORADO 

GONZALES 

KAUFMAN 

MILLS 

SAN  PATRICIO 

WASHINGTON 

BLANCO 

COMAL 

GRAYSON 

KENDALL 

NAVARRO 

SAN  SABA 

WHARTON 

BRAZORIA 

CONCHO 

GRIMES 

KERR 

NUECES 

SCHLEICHER 

WILLIAMSON 

BURLESON 

DALLAS 

HARRIS 

LAMPASAS 

POLK 

STERLING 

WOOD 

For  a  password  reset  or  assistance,  please  call  us  at  1.800.252.8683. 


Andria  Perales 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  and  Special  Projects 


1 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥QT1TESIIS.G0V 


From:  Andria  Perales 

Sent:  Tuesday,  May  01,  2018  9:53  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections(a)sos.texas.eov> 

Subject:  RE:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  -  Primary  Runoff  Election 
County  Clerks  and  Election  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22, 201 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so 
that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  May  4,  2018  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
infonnation,  please  follow  the  instructions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@sos.texas.gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1 .800.252.8683. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS .  state,  tx.  us/elections/index .  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTlTEXIIS.IiO¥!: 

PaWEREDBYTHE  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 
Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
May  1,2018 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  May  22, 20 1 8  Republican  and  Democratic 
Primary  Runoff  Election 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22, 2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  Wliile  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  informaiion  must  oe  submitted  no  later  than  ib  riday,  May  4,  at  5  p.m. 

To  update  your  county  infonnation: 

•  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtml. 


r<unry 


Elkjdiou  Miuiujit'mviit  luui  CiiblknUant  S>:>lwu 
P.iuwwd 


To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1.800.252.8683  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements: 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  10  chai'acters. 

Passwords  less  than  1 5  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  !@#$%''&*_+=?/~';:,ol\ 
Passwords  longer  than  15  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 
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Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  2018  Republican  or  Democratic  Pai1y  Primary  Runoff 
Election.  Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election. 


201S  Democratic  Pam'  Phmaty  Puno0(327) 
20i  8  Republican  ParQ*  Primary  Rwwffp  26) 


1 20184)5-22  ;N  iPRlXLARY 

J201S-05-22  In  1  primary 


j  Edit  I  Events  Races  ^Counties  |  Ca^idales  } 
\  E^l  [  E'.renis  [  R^e$  j  Counties  fCandidalas  ; 


•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 


ANDERSON 


•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting  on  election  night,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling 
locations.  Your  total  number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL,  of  the  early  voting 
locations.) 


Precincts  | _ _  "j 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  County^vide  Polling  Place  Program  (C  WPP),  enter  the  number  pf 
Election  Day  polling  locations  within  your  county,  including  one  (1)  for  early  voting.  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night. 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  G  Optical  Scan  G  Automark  □  DRE  O 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station] 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numbers,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces. 


Names 


Contact  Phone:|  _ _ 


S  CeliPBoae? 


Home  Phonc'^ 


Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes. 
Logout 


Update 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@.sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.8683. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  May  04,  2018  6:01  AM 

-  REMINDER  -  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  {CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information 

Request  -  Primary  Runoff  Election 

ENR  Contact  Request  for  Election  Night  May  22  2018.pdf 


Importance: 


High 


LAST  DAY! 


As  a  reminder^  today  is  the  last  day  to  update  your  contact  information  in  EMCS. 
Click  Here  to  Login  Now! 


Thank  you  to  all  those  have  updated  their  information! 


Andria  Perales 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  and  Special  Projects 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Thursday,  May  03,  2018  6:01  AM 

Subject;  FW:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  -  Primary  Runoff  Election 
(Reminder) 

Friday  is  the  last  day  to  update  contact  information  in  EMCS. 

If  you  haven’t  already,  please  log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your 
County  Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

NOTE;  Only  the  following  counties  are  required  to  update  their  contact  information  for  the  Republican  Primary 
Runoff: 


ANDERSON 

BURNET 

DELTA 

HAYS 

LAVACA 

POTTER 

TARRANT 

ARANSAS 

CALDWELL 

ELLIS 

HENDERSON 

LEE 

REAL 

TOM  GREEN 

AUSTIN 

CALHOUN 

FANNIN 

HILL 

LLANO 

REFUGIO 

TRAVIS 

BANDERA 

CHEROKEE 

FAYETTE 

HUNT 

MATAGORDA 

ROCKWALL 

TRINITY 

BASTROP 

COKE 

FREESTONE 

IRION 

MCCULLOCH 

RUNNELS 

VAN  ZANDT 

BELL 

COLLIN 

GILLESPIE 

JACKSON 

MILAM 

SAN  JACINTO 

VICTORIA 

BEXAR 

COLORADO 

GONZALES 

KAUFMAN 

MILLS 

SAN  PATRICIO 

WASHINGTON 

BLANCO 

COMAL 

GRAYSON 

KENDALL 

NAVARRO 

SAN  SABA 

WHARTON 
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BRAZORIA  CONCHO  GRIMES 

BURLESON  DALLAS  HARRIS 


KERR  NUECES  SCHLEICHER  WILLIAMSON 

LAMPASAS  POLK  STERLING  WOOD 


For  a  password  reset  or  assistance,  please  call  us  at  1 .800.252.8683. 


Andria  Perales 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Administration  and  Special  Projects 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

¥0TlTES:SS.G01fb> 

paKKsrfwi  f 


From:  Andria  Perales 

Sent:  Tuesday,  May  01,  2018  9:54  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA-657)  -  County  Contact  Information  Request  -  Primary  Runoff  Election 
County  Clerks  and  Election  Administrators, 

Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22,  201 8 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  antieipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  infonnation  so 
that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

This  information  must  be  submitted  no  later  than  Friday,  May  4, 2018  at  5  p.m.  To  update  your  county 
infonnation,  please  follow  the  instractions  provided  in  the  attached  document. 

If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  night  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and  will 
include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 
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Should  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  elections@.sos.texas.gov  or  toll- 
free  at  1.800.252.8683. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
www.sos.state.tx.us/eIections/index.shtml 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


A 
/  I 


¥OTETEKHS.eOV:: 

POWERED  By  THE  TEXAS  SSEREmRY  OF  STATE  S 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  Is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 

The  State  of  Texas 

Phone:512-463-5650 

P.O.  Box  12060 

Fax:  512-475-2811 

Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

www.sos.texas.gov 

(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

www.votetexas.gov 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


MEMORANDUM 

County  Clerks  and  Elections  Administrators 

•?>/  o  - 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  ' 

May  1,2018 

Please  Provide  County  Contact  Information  for  the  May  22, 2018  Republican  and  Democratic 
Primaiy  Runoff  Election 


Under  Section  68.034  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  must  transmit  the  returns  for  the  May  22, 2018 
Republican  and  Democratic  Primary  Runoff  Election  to  this  office  on  election  night.  Although  you  will  be 
reporting  returns  via  the  Internet,  we  still  need  to  populate  our  database  with  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of 
personnel  authorized  to  report  your  election  returns.  Additionally,  we  need  to  know  the  type  of  voting 
system(s)  that  will  be  used  on  Election  Day  and  the  number  of  voting  precincts  that  will  be  reported  on 
election  night.  While  we  don't  anticipate  problems,  it  is  imperative  you  provide  accurate  contact  information 
so  that  our  office  will  be  able  to  reach  you  should  an  emergency  occur. 

1  nis  iniurmation  must  oe  suomitted  no  later  than  f  riday,  May  4,  at  5  p.m. 

To  update  your  county  information: 

•  Log  into  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS)  using  your  County 
Name  and  EMCS  Password. 

httDs://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ENR/faces/Login.xhtmL 


To  reset  your  password,  call  us  at  1.800.252.8683  to  receive  a  temporary  password.  You  will 
have  20  minutes  to  create  a  new  password  using  the  following  requirements: 

Password  cannot  be  same  as  current  password. 

Password  must  be  at  least  10  characters. 

Passwords  less  than  15  characters  should  not  contain  a  space  and  require  an  upper  case,  a 
lowercase,  a  number,  and  a  special  character  such  as  the  following:  !@#$%''&* *_+=?/~’;:,o|\ 
Passwords  longer  than  1 5  characters  do  not  have  password  requirements  and  can  be  sentences; 
i.e.  “This  is  an  example  password”. 
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•  Click  on  the  “Counties”  button  for  the  20 1 8  Republican  or  Democratic  Party  Primai^  Runoff 
Election.  Note:  You  must  update  your  contact  information  under  each  election. 


2018  Democratic  Party  Primary  Ri«iofE32'7) 
2018  Republican  Parry  Primary  Runo£Il(326) 


201S-05-22  i  N  I  PRL\L4RY 

2018.05-32  In  I  primary 


I  i  i  Coynlies  j  Car5tdates  | 

I  i  Edit  I  Events  [  Races  ^  Counties  [  Candidates  j 


•  Click  the  “Edit”  button  under  the  Actions  column 


Count} 

1  ^ 

^  ofprf 

Preeincfs 

Satarv  I 

TopSU 

ANDERSON 

i  North  Central 

1  Texas 

. - . - - 

1 

^ — 

;  Kit] 

•  Update  the  total  number  of  precincts,  and  include  1  precinct  for  early  voting. 

(Report  the  number  of  precincts  reporting  on  election  night,  not  the  actual  number  of  polling 
locations.  Your  total  number  of  precincts  should  include  ONE  precinct  for  ALL  of  the  early  voting 
locations.) 


Precincts 


If  you  are  a  county  using  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  (CWPP),  enter  the  number  of 
Election  Day  pbiling  locations  within  your  county,  including  one  (1)  for  early  voting.  (You  will  still 
need  to  track  election  precincts  for  the  precinct  by  precinct  report,  which  we  will  ask  for  after 
election  night.) 

•  Place  a  check  mark  in  the  box  next  to  the  Voting  Systems  that  will  be  used  in  your  county  on 
election  night. 


Voting  System  Paper  Ballot  O  Optical  Scan  U  Automark  Ci  DREO 


•  Enter  the  telephone  number  for  your  Central  Counting  Station. 


Telephone  number  of  Central  Counting  Station  j 


•  Enter  or  update  the  County  Election  Official,  ENR  Contact,  and/or  the  ENR  Alt  Contact’s 
information.  For  phone  numbers,  enter  the  data  without  commas,  dashes,  or  spaces. 


Contact  Phoncti 

Cell  Photic*.; 

Home  Phone:]  j 

j  Delete  | 

:  Namc^ 


Click  “Update”  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  save  your  changes. 


Update 


•  Logout 


If  any  of  the  information  changes  prior  to  election  night,  immediately  contact  Andria  Perales. 

The  instructions  for  reporting  your  election  niglit  returns,  via  the  internet,  will  be  provided  at  a  later  date  and 
will  include  additional  instructions  to  report  your  returns. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance,  please  contact  Andria  Perales  at  eiections@sos.texas.gov  or 
toll-free  at  1.800.252.8683. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  May  09,  2018  4:40  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory-CC/EA-2018-20  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 
ADV2018-20  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  -  May  5,  2018.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Attached  to  this  email  you  will  find  Advisory  2018-20  -Precinct  by  Precinct  Report.  After  your  canvass  has  been 
completed,  you  will  be  required  to  complete  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  and  submit  it  to  our  office.  Instructions  on 
how  to  use  the  system  are  included  in  the  advisory.  Your  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  separately. 

When  posted,  this  advisory  will  be  available  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  page. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 

Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

electionsiSsos.texas.eov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 


¥0TETEXaS.G0V 


POWERED  BYtHE  TmS  SBSRtmRYaFmME 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  ore  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 

Elections  Division 

Phone:512-463-5650 

P.O.  Box  12060 

Fa.\:  512-475-2811 

Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 

Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 

www.sos.state.tx.us 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-20 

(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

TO: 

Election  Officials 

/ 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

,/iO 

DATE: 

May  8, 2018 

RE: 

Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  May  5,  2018  Elections 

After  the  canvass  has  been  completed,  you  will  need  to  complete  the  precinct-by-precinct 
report.  All  election  results  are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to 
Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Information  for  logging  into  the  system: 

1.  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clicking  on  this  link: 


2.  The  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you.  If  you  have  problems  with  your 
password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463-9858  or 
towens@sos.texas.gov  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  5 1 2-463-2484  or  bburnett@sos.texas.gov. 

Information  for  entering  in  your  precinct-by-precinct  results: 

1 .  You  should  not  input  your  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  your  election.  The 

report  is  meant  to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races 

reported. 

3.  We  have  designed  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office: 

1.  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  Secretary  of  State  defined 
Excel  spread  sheet  and  attach  it  to  a  web  browser; 

2.  Upload  the  spreadsheet  using  a  web  browser  {confer  with  your  vendor  for  specific 
details); 

3.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the 
system. 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000481 


The  instructions  for  inputting  results  are  online. 


4.  The  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after 

the  election. 


If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512- 
463-9858  or  towens@,sos.texas.gov.  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or 
bburnett@sos.texas.gov. 


KltCA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  May  16,  2018  2:04  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CCA/R/EA/CSO— Securing  the  Texas  Election  Systems 
Quad9.pdf;  Belfer  Communications  Guide.pdf;  Belfer  Campaign  Playbook.pdf;  Belfer 
State  and  Local  Playbook.pdf;  CIS  Elections  Handbook.pdf;  MS-ISAC  Services  Guide.pdf; 
DHS  Resource  Guide.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  you  know,  the  2016  election  and  events  since  then  have  caused  heightened  interest  in  ensuring  that  elections  are 
secure.  Local  election  officials  have  responsibility  for  insuring  both  the  cybersecurity  and  physical  security  of  data  and 
equipment  used  in  administering  elections.  The  elections  division  and  the  IT  division  here  at  the  Secretary  of  State  have 
compiled  a  list  of  resources  available  at  no  cost  that  will  be  beneficial  to  you  as  you  enhance  the  security  of  elections  in 
Texas.  We  will  continue  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  additional  resources  for  you  to  use  in  this  important  endeavor. 

•  The  non-profit  Center  for  Internet  Security  (CIS)  operates  both  the  Elections  Infrastructure  Information 
Sharing  and  Analysis  Center  (EI-ISAC),  and  Multi-State  Information  Sharing  and  Analysis  Center  (MS- 
ISAC).  These  organizations  provide  timely  and  useful  cybersecurity  alerts.  They  seek  to  gather  information 
from  individual  member  organizations  and  share  anonymized  analysis  and  recommendations  back  to  the 
entire  membership.  EI-ISAC  products  are  tailored  to  the  needs  of  the  election  community,  while  MS-ISAC 
products  are  suited  for  the  wider  state  and  local  government  audience.  Both  organizations  provide  a  wealth 
of  free  and  low-cost  resources.  CIS  provides  a  Handbook  for  Elections  Security  that  is  geared  toward  a  more 
technical  audience.  We  strongly  recommend  that  you  take  full  advantage  of  these  resources  by  Joining 
the  EI-ISAC  and  MS-ISAC 

>  El-  ISAC:  https://learn.cisecuritv.org/ei-isac-registration 

>  CIS  Handbook  for  Elections  Security:  https://www.cisecuritv.org/elections-resources/ 

•  The  U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  also  offers  many  no-cost  services  and  resources  to  state  and 
local  government  organizations  and  is  currently  prioritizing  elections  infrastructure  for  access  to  their 
services. 

>  https://www.dhs.gov/topic/election-securitv 

•  The  Belfer  Center  at  Harvard  has  created  several  guides  that  may  ba  halpful: 

>  The  State  and  Local  Election  Cybersecurity  Playbook:  https://www.beifercenter.org/pubiication/state- 

and-locai-eiection-cvbersecuritv-plavbook 

>  The  Cybersecurity  Campaign  Playbook.  I  iLLus.//www. belfeiLetiler.org/CvberPlavbook 

>  The  Election  Cyber  Incident  Communications  Coordination 

Guide:  https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/election-cvber-incident-communications- 

coordination-guide 

•  The  National  Cyber  Awareness  System  also  offers  a  no-cost  subscription  to  informational  products.  These 
products  are  designed  to  improve  situational  awareness  among  technical  and  non-technical  audiences  by 
providing  current  information  on  cybersecurity  threats  and  issues. 

>  https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas 
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•  The  non-profit  Globai  Cyber  Alliance  has  partnered  with  major  global  cyber  security  organizations  to  create 
the  Quad9  project  to  aid  organizations  in  preventing  their  systems  from  being  infected  with  malicious 
software  as  well  as  to  combat  phishing  attempts  (attempts  to  trick  users  into  clicking  on  malicious  links  or 
attachments  in  email).  By  having  your  technical  staff  make  a  simple  change  to  your  network  configuration, 
this  service  can  help  prevent  damage  to  your  systems.  This  is  a  relatively  simple,  no-cost  countermeasure 
against  Internet  based  malware. 

>  Quad  9:  https://www.auad9.net/ 

As  I  mentioned  above,  SOS  technical  and  elections  staff  will  continue  to  seek  out  and  highlight  resources  that  we  feel 
may  be  of  use  to  you.  Look  for  additional  information  in  the  near  future.  We  look  forward  to  working  together  to 
ensure  the  confidentiality,  integrity,  and  availability  of  Texas  election  systems.  Please  reach  out  to  us  with  questions  or 
comments  at:  electionsecuritvPsos.texas.gov 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


WWW,  sos.state.tx.us  / elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/I 


1F0T1TEXIIS.GOV 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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INTERNET  SECURITN 
&  PRIVACY  IN  FOUR 
SIMPLE  STEPS 


Put  yolir  6ns  to  work  today. .  ■  ■  y  V  ■ 

'<  -  ■  '  ’  .  ’  -  ■  ■  ■  '  -ryi 

Quad9  is  a  free  security  solution  that  uses  DNS  to  protect  your  system  against  the  most  common 
cyber  threats.  It  improves  your  system's  performance  plus  it  preserves  and  protects  your  privacy. 

[t's  like  an  immunization  for  your  computer. 


What  is  DNS? 

Every  website  has  a  numerical  address  -  known  as  an  iP  (Internet  Protocol)  address.  DNS  (Domain  Name  Server) 
is  what  translates  these  numerical  IP  addresses  into  readable  domain  names  we  all  know  and  remember.  If  your 
DNS  settings  are  not  working  correctly,  or  you're  using  the  default  setting,  you  may  be  at  risk  for  cybercrime  and 
performance  issues. 


Quad9  routes  your  DNS  queries  through  a  secure  network  of  servers  around  the  globe.  The  system  uses  threat 
intelligence  from  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  industry's  leading  cyber  security  companies,  to  give  a  real-time 
perspective  on  what  websites  are  safe,  and  what  sites  are  known  to  include  malware  or  other  threats.  If  the 
system  detects  that  the  site  you  want  to  reach  is  known  to  be  infected,  you'll  automatically  be  blocked  from  entry 

-  keeping  your  data  and  computer  safe. 


STEP  i: 

SEARCH  QUERY 
www.example.net 


QUA09.NET  DNS  SERVER  •  9. 9. 9. 9 


■  STEP  2: 

STEP  3: 

I 

.  :  CHECK  CACHE 

CHECK  THREAT  LIST 

1 

■  Q  and  return 

12  Match  Found: 

1 

^“'■•"1 . 1-'"" 

1  result  if  found 

Return  Block  Reply 

[Ti:E:nin  1 

1 

example.net  nameserver 


199.43.133.53 


93.184.216.34 


STEP  4; 

QUERY  ROOT/TLD 
SERVERS 


STEP  5; 

QUERY  AUTHORITATIVE 
SERVER 


exatnple.net  nameserver 
199.43.133.53 


Who  Should  Set  Up  Quad9? 

Setting  up  Quads  requires  just  a  simple  configuration  change.  Most  organizations  or  home  users  can  update  in 
minutes  by  changing  DNS  settings  in  the  central  DHCP  server  or  home  internet  router  which  will  update  ali  clients 
and  connected  devices  in  a  few  minutes  with  no  action  needed  at  end  devices  at  all.  The  service  is  and  will  remain 
freely  available  to  anyone  wishing  to  use  it.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  benefits: 


INDIVIDUALS; 

Increase  your  security,  protect  your  devices,  and  reduce  your  risk  of  becoming  a  victim  of  cyber  crime. 


BUSINESS  USERS: 

Better  secure  your  network,  protect  your  digital  assets  and  customers,  reduce  the  risk  of 
malicious  threats  such  as  email  fraud,  malware  and  ransomware. 


THREAT  INTELLIGENCE  PROVIDERS: 

Collaborate  with  a  global  community  of  peers  to  take  action  on  cybercrime  and  malware. 


APPLIANCE  MANUFACTURERS: 

Ensure  your  loT  products  aren't  putting  consumers  at  risk  through  unknown  vulnerabilities. 
Block  botnet  command-and-control  requests  before  they  cause  harm! 


Security: 

A  combined  pool  of 
malicious  sites  from  more 
than  18  leading  vendors 
and  sources. 


Privacy: 

Quad9  does  not  collect 
any  personally  identifiable 
information. 


► 

Performance: 

A  global  service  with  an 
infrastructure  to  match. 


Free  and  easy  to  use: 

Free  and  easy  to  set  up.  A 
few  minutes  is  all  it  takes 
to  configure  your  devices. 


«•  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH 


GLOBAL 
<h}  CYBER 

ALLIANCE 


Quad9.net 


servicG 


Quad 


Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Monday,  May  21,  2018  4:08  PM 

Subject:  Mass  Email  Advisory-CC/EA-  Primary  Runoff  Canvass  Instructions  and  Deadlines 

Attachments:  ADV2018-21  -Canvass  and  Recount  Deadlines  for  May  22,  2018  Primary  Runoff 

Election.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Attached  to  this  email,  you  will  find  Advisory  2018-21  Canvass  and  Recount  Dates  the  2018  Primary  Runoff 
Election.  This  advisory  contains  the  relevant  dates  and  deadlines  that  you  may  need  in  order  to  answer  candidate 
questions  about  your  canvass  and  recount  deadlines.  Additionally,  the  SOS  has  an  outline.  Procedures  to  Request  and 
Conduct  a  Recount,  that  may  be  helpful  in  addressing  recount  questions. 

Instructions  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass 

House  Bill  1735.  (85th  Legislature,  RS,  2017),  effective  September  1,  2017,  made  numerous  changes  to  how  primary 
elections  are  conducted.  For  instance,  the  county  election  officer  is  required  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  ("SOS")  a  report  of  the  results  of  the  canvass  of  the  primary  election.  The  county  may  begin  entering  data  into  the 
website  prescribed  by  SOS  as  early  as  Wednesday,  May  23,  2018  if  there  are  no  outstanding  provisional  ballots  or  ballots 
by  mail.  Otherwise,  the  county  election  officer  should  plan  on  beginning  this  process  by  Tuesday,  May  29,  2018  and 
must  be  completed  by  Wednesday,  May  31,  2018  before  the  county  chair  can  canvass  the  returns.  The  county  chair 
shall  be  notified  when  the  returns  have  been  certified  by  the  county.  The  final  canvass  is  concluded  when  the  chair 
digitally  certifies  the  canvass  report  on  the  SOS's  website  on  Thursday,  May  31,  2018.  The  chair  is  not  required  to  file 
any  additional  notice  or  report  with  the  county  election  officer. 

Below  are  the  steps  to  enter,  certify,  and  digitally  canvass  the  primary  election: 


COUNTY  Election  dFi=icER  {may  23-31) 

County  Chair  (MAY  31) 

Step  1: 

Open  the  following  website  URL  using  the  same  iogin  and 
password  used  for  Election  Night  Reporting: 

httDs://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/canvass2018/index.asDX 

•  There  are  two  radio  buttons:  Democrats  and 
Republicans.  Each  party  is  reported  separately. 

Open  the  following  website  URL  using  the  same  login  and 
password  used  to  access  the  Primary  Finance  System  and 
Candidate  Filing  System: 

httDs://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/canvass2018/index.asDX 

Step  2: 

•  Enter  values  into  the  following  fields: 

1.  Total  number  of  voters  voting; 

2.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  cast; 

3.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted. 

•  Verify  and  edit  as  necessary  the  values  for  the 
following  fields: 

1.  Total  number  of  voters  voting; 

2.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  cast; 

3.  Total  number  of  provisional  ballots  counted. 

Step  3: 

•  The  unofficial  returns  that  were  reported  on  election 
night  will  be  prepopulated. 

•  For  races  not  reported  on  election  night  the  fields  will 
be  blank. 

•  The  returns  entered  by  the  county  election  officer 
after  Election  Day  but  before  May  31*'’  will  be 
prepopulated. 

•  Update  results  as  necessary. 
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•  Update  results  as  necessary. 

•  All  fields  must  have  a  value,  even  if  it  is  0, 

•  Please  note  that  you  must  use  the  tab  key  or  click  in 
each  field  individually  rather  than  using  the  enter  key 
to  move  from  field  to  field. 

•  Votes  may  be  decreased  or  increased. 

•  If  more  votes  are  entered  in  a  race  than  registered 
voters,  you  will  not  get  a  warning  message. 

•  All  fields  must  have  a  value,  even  if  it  is  0. 

•  Please  note  that  you  must  use  the  tab  key  or  click  in 
each  field  individually  rather  than  using  the  enter  key 
to  move  from  field  to  field. 

•  Votes  may  be  decreased  or  increased. 

•  If  more  votes  are  entered  in  a  race  than  registered 
voters,  you  will  not  get  a  warning  message. 

Step  4: 

•  Click  the  "Save"  button  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  of 
the  form. 

•  Check  the  Certification  Statement  checkbox  to  display 
the  "Certify"  button  (please  be  patient,  it  may  take  a 
minute  for  the  certification  button  to  appear). 

•  Click  the  "Certify"  button.  Once  this  is  done,  votes  will 
no  longer  be  editable. 

•  A  copy  may  be  printed  by  clicking  "Print"  in  the  upper 
right  corner  of  the  webpage. 

•  To  enter  returns  for  the  other  party,  click  "Return  to 
Party  Selection"  in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the 
webpage. 

•  If  changes  were  made  in  Step  3,  click  the  "Save" 
button  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  of  the  form; 
otherwise,  proceed  to  the  bullet  below. 

•  Check  the  Certification  Statement  checkbox  to  display 
the  "Certify"  button  (please  be  patient,  it  may  take  a 
minute  for  the  certification  button  to  appear). 

•  Click  the  "Certify"  button.  Once  this  is  done,  votes  will 
no  longer  be  editable. 

•  A  copy  may  be  printed  by  clicking  "Print"  in  the  upper 
right  corner  of  the  webpage. 

Thank  you  for  all  of  your  hard  work.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns,  please  contact  us  at  1-800-252-8683. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.gov  j  www.sos.texas. gov/elections 


¥OTETEXfiS.BOV  . 

POWERED  BVTHE  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


2 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000488 


Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project 

Belfer  Center  for  Science  and  International  Affairs 
Harvard  Kennedy  School 
79  JFK  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

www.belfercenter.org/D3P 


Statements  and  views  expressed  in  this  document  are  solely  those  of  the  authors  and  do  not 
imply  endorsement  by  Harvard  University,  the  Harvard  Kennedy  Schooi,  or  the  Belfer  Center  for 
Science  and  International  Affairs. 

Design  &  Layout  by  Andrew  Pacini 

Cover  photo:  Lena  Gjokaj  takes  a  cell  phone  photo  of  stage  forthe  presidential  debate  between 
Democratic  presidential  candidate  Hillary  Clinton  and  Republican  presidential  candidate  Donald 
Trump  at  Hofstra  University  in  Hempstead,  N.Y.,  Monday,  Sept.  26, 2016.  (AP  Photo/Julio  Cortez) 

Copyright  2018,  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College 
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Welcome 


People  join  campaigns  for  different  reasons:  electing  a  leader  they  believe  in,  advancing  an 
agenda,  cleaning  up  government,  or  experiencing  the  rush  and  adrenaline  of  campaign  life.  These 
are  some  of  the  reasons  we  got  involved  in  politics.  We  certainly  didn’t  sign  up  because  we  wanted 
to  become  cyber  experts  and  we’re  guessing  you  didn’t  either. 

We  come  from  different  political  parties  and  don’t  agree  on  much  when  it  comes  to  public  policy, 
but  one  thing  uniting  us  is  the  belief  that  American  voters  should  decide  our  elections  and  no  one 
else.  Our  increasingly  digital  way  of  living  and  working  offers  new  ways  for  adversaries  to  influ¬ 
ence  our  campaigns  and  elections.  While  you  don’t  need  to  be  a  cyber  expert  to  run  a  successful 
campaign,  you  do  have  a  responsibility  to  protect  your  candidate  and  organization  from  adversar¬ 
ies  in  the  digital  space.  That’s  why  Defending  Digital  Democracy,  a  project  of  Harvard  Kennedy 
School’s  Belfer  Center  for  Science  and  International  Affairs,  created  this  Cybersecurity  Campaign 
Playbook. 

The  information  assembled  here  is  for  any  campaign  in  any  party.  It  was  designed  to  give  you 
simple,  actionable  information  that  will  make  your  campaign’s  information  more  secure  from 
adversaries  trying  to  attack  your  organization — and  our  democracy 

Most  of  all,  we  hope  this  resource  allows  you  to  spend  more  time  on  what  you  signed  up 
for — campaigning. 

Good  luck. 


Robby  Mook 

Hillary  Clinton  2016  Campaign  Manager 


Matt  Rhoades 

Mitt  Romney  2012  Campaign  Manager 
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The  Playbook  Approach 


A  bipartisan  team  of  experts  in  cybersecurity,  politics  and  law  wrote  this  Cybersecurity  Campaign 
Playbook  to  provide  simple,  actionable  ways  of  countering  the  growing  cyber  threat. 

Cyber  adversaries  don’t  discriminate.  Campaigns  at  all  levels— not  just  presidential  campaigns— 
have  been  hacked.  You  should  assume  that  you  are  a  target.  While  the  recommendations  in  this 
playbook  apply  universally,  it  is  primarily  intended  for  campaigns  that  do  not  have  the  resources 
to  hire  full-time,  professional  cybersecurity  staff.  We  offer  basic  building  blocks  to  a  cybersecu¬ 
rity  risk  mitigation  strategy  that  people  without  technical  training  can  implement  (although  we 
include  some  suggestions  that  will  require  the  help  of  an  IT  professional). 

These  are  baseline  recommendations,  not  a  comprehensive  reference  to  achieve  the  highest  level 
of  security  possible.  We  encourage  all  campaigns  to  enlist  professional  input  from  credentialed  IT 
and  cybersecurity  professionals  whenever  possible. 


Introduction 


Candidates  and  campaigns  face  a  daunting  array  of  challenges.  There  are  events  to  organize, 
volunteers  to  recruit,  funds  to  raise,  and  the  relentless  demands  of  the  modern  media  cycle.  Every 
staffer  must  anticipate  unfortunate  surprises  like  gaffes  or  a  last-minute  attack  ad.  Cyber  attacks 
now  belong  on  this  list  as  well. 

As  campaigns  have  become  increasingly  digital,  adversaries  have  found  new  opportunities  to 
meddle,  disrupt,  and  steal.  In  2008,  Chinese  hackers  infiltrated  the  Obama  and  McCain  cam¬ 
paigns,  and  stole  large  quantities  of  information  from  both.  In  2012,  the  Obama  and  Romney 
campaigns  each  faced  hacking  attempts  against  their  networks  and  websites.  In  2016,  cyber 
operatives  believed  to  be  sponsored  by  Russia  stole  and  leaked  tens  of  thousands  of  emails  and 
documents  from  Democratic  campaign  staff. 
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The  consequences  of  a  cyber  breach  can  be  substantial.  News  of  a  breach  itself,  compounded  by 
a  slow-drip  release  of  stolen  information,  can  derail  a  candidates  message  for  months.  Attackers 
overloading  a  website  can  lead  to  lost  donations  at  key  moments.  The  theft  of  personal  donor 
data  can  generate  significant  legal  liabilities  and  make  donors  reluctant  to  contribute  to  a  cam¬ 
paign.  Destructive  attacks  aimed  at  staff  computers  or  critical  campaign  servers  can  slow  down 
campaign  operations  for  days  or  even  weeks.  Cleaning  up  the  resulting  mess  will  divert  precious 
resources  in  the  heat  of  a  close  race,  whether  it’s  for  president  or  city  council. 

For  the  foreseeable  future,  cyber  threats  will  remain  a  real  part  of  our  campaign  process.  As 
democracy’s  front  line,  campaign  staff  must  recognize  the  risk  of  an  attack,  develop  a  strategy  to 
reduce  that  risk  as  much  as  possible,  and  implement  response  strategies  for  that  moment  when 
the  worst  happens.  While  no  campaign  can  achieve  perfect  security,  taking  a  few  simple  steps 
can  make  it  much  harder  for  malicious  actors  to  do  harm.  Ironically,  the  most  sophisticated  state 
actors  often  choose  the  least  sophisticated  methods  of  attack,  preying  on  people  and  organizations 
who  neglect  basic  security  protocols.  That  is  our  primary  reason  for  creating  this  Cybersecurity 
Campaign  Playbook. 

In  today’s  campaigns,  cybersecurity  is  everyone’s  responsibility.  Human  error  has  consistently 
been  the  root  cause  of  publicized  cyber  attacks,  and  it’s  up  to  the  candidate  and  campaign 
leaders  to  weave  security  awareness  into  the  culture  of  the  organization.  The  decisions  humans 
make  are  just  as  important  as  the  software  they  use.  Going  forward,  the  best  campaigns  will  have 
clear  standards  for  hard  work,  staying  on  message,  being  loyal  to  the  team — and  following  good 
security  protocol. 

Before  we  get  into  our  recommendations,  let’s  quickly  frame  the  problem: 
the  environment  in  which  your  campaign  is  operating: 
the  threats  your  campaign  wilt  likely  face;  and, 
the  importance  of  cyber  risk  management. 
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The  Vulnerable  Campaign  Environment 


Today’s  campaigns  are  uniquely  soft  targets.  They’re  inherently  temporary  and  transient.  They 
don’t  have  the  time  or  money  to  develop  long-term,  well-tested  security  strategies.  Large  num¬ 
bers  of  new  staff  are  often  onboarded  quickly  without  much  time  for  training.  They  may  bring 
their  own  hardware  from  home  and  the  malware  lurking  on  it.  Events  move  quickly,  the  stakes 
are  high,  and  people  feel  that  they  don’t  have  time  to  care  about  cybersecurity.  There  are  a  lot  of 
opportunities  for  something  to  go  wrong. 

At  the  same  time,  campaigns  rely  more  and  more  on  proprietary  information  about  voters, 
donors,  and  public  opinion.  They  also  store  sensitive  documents  like  opposition  research,  vul¬ 
nerability  studies,  personnel  vetting  documents,  first-draft  policy  papers,  and  emails  on  various 
servers.  The  risks  of  a  potential  attack  are  increasing  and  so  are  the  consequences. 


THE  DANGER  OF  AN  ATTACK: 

Picture  this:  It’s  a  month  before  Election  Day,  and  the  race  is  tight.  You  arrive  at 
headquarters  early,  fire  up  the  coffee  maker,  get  to  your  desk,  and  log  into  your 
computer.  A  black  screen  pops  up,  then  a  gruesome  cartoon  of  your  candidate,  followed 
by  a  message  Your  hard  drives  have  been  wiped  clean.  Every  digital  bit  of  information 
you’ve  gathered— memos,  targeting  lists,  balance  sheets— is  gone.  Getting  it  back,  you 
read,  will  cost  a  cool  million  in  Bitcoin  and  the  renunciation  of  a  major  policy  position. 

An  unidentified  group  hacked  into  your  computer  months  ago,  and  has  been  quietly 
stealing  emails,  strategy  memos,  donors’  addresses,  and  staffers'  Social  Security 
numbers.  The  group  has  spent  weeks  combing  through  the  bounty  in  search  of  dirty 
laundry  and  created  an  easy-to-use  website  dedicated  solely  to  distributing  the 
highlights.  Prominently  featured  is  a  lengthy  “self  research”  book  on  your  candidate.  For 
now,  the  campaign's  website  is  down,  its  social  media  accounts  have  been  suspended 
for  pushing  out  lewd  images,  and  there’s  not  a  working  computer  in  sight. 
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The  Threats  Campaigns  Face 


Unfortunately  for  campaigns  and  our  country,  foreign  adversaries  may  think  that  harming  or 
helping  a  particular  candidate  advances  their  national  interest,  whether  that  means  creating  chaos 
and  confusion  among  American  voters,  or  punishing  an  official  who  has  spoken  out  against  them. 
This  may  sound  like  thriller  fiction,  but  the  reality  is  that  a  sophisticated  foreign  intelligence 
service,  cybercriminal  or  hacktivist  with  a  grudge  against  a  candidate,  could  decide  that  you  or 
someone  on  your  campaign  is  a  target. 

These  are  the  sorts  of  threats  managers  and  staffers  have  to  realize  are  possible. 


WHO’S  HACKING? 

Campaigns  face  information  and  cybersecurity  threats  from  a  wide  array  of  actors. 
Lone  “black  hat”  hackers  and  cybercriminals  have  tried  compromising  campaigns  for 
reasons  of  personal  gain,  notoriety,  or  the  simple  desire  to  see  if  they  could.  Nation¬ 
states  pose  the  most  dedicated  and  persistent  threat.  Russian  espionage  groups 
known  as  “Fancy  Bear”  (APT  28)  and  "Cozy  Bear”  (APT  29)  were  implicated  in  the  2016 
campaign  hacks.  The  Chinese  have  focused  much  more  on  information  gathering.  They 
are  believed  to  have  been  active  in  the  2008  and  2012  presidential  campaigns,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  they  released  any  stolen  materials.  The  North  Koreans  infamously 
retaliated  against  Sony  Pictures  Entertainment  for  producing  the  film.  The  Interview,  by 
stealing  and  releasing  company  emails  and  wiping  their  systems.  Heightening  tensions 
with  the  United  States  could  prompt  more  attacks  in  the  future. 
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Managing  Cyber  Risk 


Risk  is  best  understood  in  three  parts.  First,  there  are  vulnerabilities:  weaknesses  in  your  cam¬ 
paign  that  make  information  susceptible  to  theft,  alteration,  or  destruction.  Vulnerabilities  can 
originate  in  hardware,  software,  processes,  and  in  the  vigilance  level  of  your  stalf.  Then  there  are 
actual  threats:  the  nation-states,  hacktivists,  and  other  nonstate  groups  with  the  capability  to 
exploit  those  vulnerabilities.  Risk  exists  where  vulnerabilities  and  threats  meet.  Lastly,  there  are 
consequences — the  impact  when  malicious  actors  capitalize  on  unmitigated  risk. 

There’s  little  you  or  your  campaign  can  do  to  prevent  threats  themselves— they  are  the  result 
of  larger  geopolitical,  economic,  and  social  forces.  What  you  can  do  is  substantially  reduce  the 
likelihood  that  your  adversaries  will  succeed  by  reducing  your  own  vulnerability.  Reducing  vul¬ 
nerability  reduces  risk— it’s  up  to  you  to  decide  which  ones  are  most  essential  to  address  based  on 
the  possible  consequences.  For  example,  you  may  decide  that  the  most  damaging  thing  a  hacker 
could  do  is  to  steal  your  candidate’s  self  research  report.  In  response,  you  devote  extra  resources 
for  secure  cloud-based  storage,  use  two-factor  authentication,  and  restrict  access  to  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  people.  You  may  decide  to  make  other  documents  on  the  campaign  more  widely  available 
and  less  secure,  since  more  people  need  them  to  do  their  jobs  and  they  wouldn’t  cause  much  dam¬ 
age  if  they  were  leaked. 

There  are  technical  aspects  to  risk  mitigation,  but  what  matters  most  is  that  you  take  a  holistic 
approach.  As  a  campaign  leader,  you  must  make  fundamental  choices,  such  as  who  has  access 
to  information,  what  information  is  kept  or  discarded,  how  much  time  you  devote  to  security 
training,  and  how  you  behave  as  a  role  model.  As  a  campaign  professional,  risk  management  is 
your  responsibility— both  technical  and  human.  It’s  up  to  you  to  decide  what  data  and  systems  are 
most  valuable  and  what  resources  you  commit  to  protect  them. 
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Securing  Your  Campaign 


Our  security  recommendations  are  organized  according  to  three  principles: 

Prepare 

The  success  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  Playbook’s  recommendations  depends  on  the 
campaign  manager  creating  a  culture  of  security  vigilance  that  minimizes  weak  links. 
That  means  establishing  clear  ground  rules  that  are  enforced  from  the  top  down  and 
are  embraced  from  the  bottom  up. 

Protect 

Protection  is  critical.  When  you  discover  you  have  a  security  problem,  it  is  already  too 
late.  Building  the  strongest  defenses  that  time  and  money  allow  is  key  to  reducing  risk. 
Internet  and  data  security  works  best  in  layers:  there  is  no  single,  bulletproof  tech¬ 
nology  or  product.  A  few  basic  measures  used  in  combination  can  make  a  campaigns 
digital  architecture  more  difficult  to  breach  and  more  resilient  if  compromised. 

Persist 

Campaigns  now  face  adversaries  with  ever-increasing  levels  of  resources  and  exper¬ 
tise;  even  the  most  vigilant  culture  and  the  toughest  infrastructure  may  not  prevent  a 
security  breach.  Campaigns  need  to  develop  a  plan  ahead  of  time  to  deal  with  a  breach 
if  one  occurs. 

Some  campaigns  have  more  time  and  money  for  cybersecurity  than  others.  That’s  why  our  rec¬ 
ommendations  offer  two  tiers  of  protection:  “good”  and  “enhanced.”  Ihe  “good”  tier  represents 
everything  a  campaign  must  do  to  have  a  minimum  level  of  security.  Using  the  “good”  recom¬ 
mendations  in  a  piecemeal  fashion  will  leave  you  vulnerable.  You  should  always  aspire  to  do  more 
as  time,  money,  and  people  allow,  which  is  why  we  recommend  using  the  “enhanced”  level  when¬ 
ever  possible.  If  you  have  the  resources  to  get  reputable,  trained  IT  support,  it’s  money  well  spent. 
Threats  are  constantly  evolving  and  professional  IT  services  will  help  get  you  beyond  what  this 
playbook  provides  and  keep  you  abreast  of  the  latest  threats  and  solutions. 
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Management 

Campaign  managers  need  to  take  responsibility  for  their  cybersecurity  strategy,  but  most  will  del¬ 
egate  development  and  supervision  to  a  deputy  or  operations  director.  It’s  important  that  cyber¬ 
security  is  tightly  integrated  into  HR  and  IT  work,  since  correctly  onboarding  staff,  provisioning 
hardware,  and  controlling  permissions  will  be  critical  to  your  strategy.  Many  small  campaigns 
will  rely  on  volunteer  support  for  IT  and  cybersecurity.  You  can  use  this  playbook  to  guide  your 
discussion  with  your  volunteer  support.  The  key  is  to  carefully  vet  the  volunteers  who  support 
you  and  carefuUy  control  access,  so  that  volunteer  support  doesn’t  create  new  vulnerabilities.  You 
should  make  sure  a  campaign  staffer  is  supervising  IT  work  and  controlling  permission  to  access 
different  systems. 

When  To  Start 

Whatever  support  model  you  have,  cybersecurity  should  start  on  Day  One.  What  follows  is  a  “top 
five  checklist”  of  measures  that  are  absolutely  vital.  Make  sure  these  are  in  place  at  the  very  begin¬ 
ning,  even  if  there  are  just  one  or  two  staff,  then  complete  the  other  “good”  recommendations  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Cost 

A  lot  of  what  we  recommend  here  is  free  or  very  low  cost.  In  fact,  everything  on  our  top  five 
list  is  free,  except  getting  a  cloud-based  platform,  which  will  only  cost  a  few  dollars  per  month 
per  employee.  High  target  campaigns  will  need  to  budget  enough  resources  for  hardware  and 
software  to  execute  a  responsible  strategy,  but  this  should  still  be  a  very  small  percentage  of  a 
multi-million  dollar  statewide  campaign  budget.  Smaller  campaigns  will  be  able  to  execute  the 
recommendations  here  for  a  few  hundred  to  a  few  thousand  dollars  depending  on  how  many  staff 
or  volunteers  work  on  the  campaign. 

Any  references  to  vendors  and  products  are  intended  to  help  provide  examples  of  common 
solutions,  but  do  not  constitute  endorsements.  If  challenges  arise  when  implementing  products  or 
services,  we  encourage  you  to  reach  out  directly  to  the  vendors,  who  can  usually  provide  user- 
level  technical  assistance.  When  it  comes  to  product  and  service  selection,  we  encourage  every 
campaign  to  consult  with  a  cybersecurity  expert  or  conduct  independent  research  to  find  the  best 
product  for  their  needs. 
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1.  Establish  a  culture  of  information  security  awareness: 


Take  cybersecurity  seriously.  You  are  responsible  for  reducing  risk,  training  your  staff,  and 
setting  the  example.  Routinely  update  and  patch  all  systems.  Human  error  is  the  number  one 
cause  of  breaches.  Phishing  continues  to  be  a  leading  method  of  attack.  Train  your  staff  to  be 
on  guard  for  suspicious  messages,  (see  page  12) 


2.  Use  the  cloud: 

A  big,  commercial  cloud  service  will  be  much  more  secure  than  anything  you  can  set  up.  Use 
a  cloud-based  office  suite  that  will  provide  all  your  basic  office  functions  and  a  safe  place  to 
store  information,  ("see  pages  14-15) 


3.  Use  two-factor  authentication  (2FA)  and  strong  passwords: 


Require  2FA  for  all  important  accounts,  including  your  office  suite,  any  other  email  or  storage 
services,  and  your  social  media  accounts.  Use  a  mobile  app  or  physical  key  for  your  second 
factor,  not  text  messaging,  (see  pages  16-17) 


For  your  passwords,  using  a  password  manager  is  the  best  way  to  reduce  risk.  They  allow  you 
to  generate  and  store  long  and  random  passwords  that  you  don’t  have  to  memorize— the 
program  does  that  for  you.  If  for  some  reason  you  don’t  use  a  password  manager  then  create 
SOHETHINGREALLYLONGLIKETHISSTRING,not  something  really  short  like  Thl$.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  a  long  string  of  random  words  without  symbols  is  more  difficult  to  break  than 
something  short,  with  L0t$  0f  $ymB01$.  (see  page  17) 


4.  Use  encrypted  messaging  for  sensitive  conversations  and  materials: 


UbiiigdiieiiciypLed  iriesbdging  tool  fot  pl  ioiies  like  Sigtial  ot  Wickt  for  setisi live  messages 
and  documents  means  adversaries  can’t  get  them  if  they  hack  into  your  email.  Encryption 
scrambles  the  data,  dramatically  reducing  the  likelihood  that  someone  can  read  your 
messages,  even  if  they  intercept  the  data. 


5.  Plan  and  prepare: 

Have  a  plan  in  case  your  security  is  compromised.  Know  whom  to  call  for  technical  help, 
understand  your  legal  obligations,  and  be  ready  to  communicate  internally  and  externally 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  (see  pages  19-22) 
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Steps  to  Securing  Your  Campaign 


tStep  1:  The  Human  Element 

Cybersecurity  is  fundamentally  a  human  problem,  not  a  technical  one.  Ihe  best 
technological  solutions  in  the  world  will  have  no  effect  if  they  are  not  implemented 
properly,  or  if  they  are  not  continuously  updated  as  technology  evolves.  Successful 
cybersecurity  practices  depend  on  creating  a  culture  of  security  awareness. 


“Good"  —  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Establish  a  strong  information  security  culture  that  emphasizes  security  as  a 
standard  for  a  winning  campaign.  Just  as  campaign  staffers  are  instructed  not  to 
take  an  illegal  donation,  employees  should  know  to  avoid  clicking  on  links  or  opening 
attachments  in  emails  from  unknown  senders. 

a.  Onboarding:  Provide  basic  information  security  training  when  you  onboard  new  staff. 
You  can  distribute  the  Staff  Handout  at  your  training. 

b.  Trainings;  Make  security  part  of  all  your  ongoing  staff  trainings,  such  as  senior  staff 
retreats  or  GOTV  trainings.  Provide  additional  training  for  those  in  sensitive  roles, 

SuuM  as  tile;  caj  iuiuace,  pi  ess  scciti,  seruor  stan,  and  anyone  vi/iui  sysleiTi  adiTiinistratOi 
privileges  on  your  network.  Managers  should  require  that  the  most  important  people 
in  the  campaign— including  the  candidate— have  their  security  settings  checked  by 
whoever  runs  IT  (that  may  be  the  manager  herself). 

c.  Set  the  example;  Senior  campaign  staff  and  the  candidate  must  take  a  visible 
leadership  role,  advocating  for  cybersecurity  during  trainings.  Senior  staff  should 
provide  periodic  reinforcement  of  cybersecurity’s  importance  to  junior  staff  in 
meetings  and  on  calls.  Don't  just  have  technical  experts  conduct  trainings.  The 
campaign  manager  or  operations  director  can  be  a  more  powerful  messenger  precisely 
because  they’re  seen  as  less  “technical.” 

2.  Train  and  educate  your  staff  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  phishing.  Phishing  attacks 
against  campaigns  are  on  the  rise  and  continue  to  be  a  primary  method  used  by 
malicious  actors.  Train  your  staff  to  be  suspicious  of  any  email  asking  for  information,  or 
claiming  they  need  to  click  a  link  to  reset  their  credentials.  Sophisticated  phishing  may 
attacks  may  come  from  spoofed  or  compromised  senders  that  appear  legitimate. 
Encourage  staffers  to  share  anything  suspicious  with  you  or  your  IT  staff.  The  more 
people  share,  the  more  confident  you  can  be  that  they’re  being  vigilant  and  the  more 
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intelligence  you  will  have.  The  overall  rule  of  thumb  should  be  to  “think  before  you  click”, 
but  we’ve  included  three  key  points  you  can  remind  you  staff  about  when  you  train  and 
re-train.  Training  should  emphasize  best  practices  such  as  ‘hovering’  over  a  link  to 
identify  the  actual  uri,  expanding  email  details  to  confirm  the  email  address  of  the 
sender,  and  using  a  different  communications  channel  such  as  a  quick  phone  call  to 
confirm  authenticity  of  the  sender  and  email  contents  2FA  is  another  important  way 
to  prevent  a  spear-phishing  attack  from  leading  to  an  account  compromise — ^just  having 
your  username  and  password  will  not  be  enough  to  access  your  account.  As  part  of  the 
campaign’s  strong  security  culture,  senior  staff  should  recognize  and  praise  anyone 
who  reports  suspicious  behavior  on  their  system  or  admits  to  clicking  a  potentially 
malicious  link. 

a.  Phishing  can  happen  on  the  phone,  too!  Staff  should  never  share  information,  wire 
money,  or  give  anything  else  away  on  the  phone  if  they  aren’t  certain  who  the  caller 
is.  Make  staff  aware  of  the  threat  and  tell  train  them  to  listen  to  how  the  caller  greets 
them  and  to  ask  questions  that  outsiders  may  not  be  able  to  answer.  You  can  easily 
test  your  staff  on  phishing  calls— and  your  friends  will  enjoy  doing  it! 

3.  Conduct  a  thorough  vetting  of  staff,  volunteers,  and  interns—anyone  requesting 
access  to  campaign  information— to  avoid  giving  credentials  to  someone  who  wants 
to  steal  or  sabotage  your  systems.  Establish  a  definition  for  sensitive  information 
and  rules  for  its  use.  For  example,  you  could  choose  to  classify  all  polls,  research 
materials,  strategy  memos,  and  related  emails  as  "sensitive.”  Prohibit  the  transfer  of 
sensitive  information  on  communication  channels  that  aren’t  managed  and  secured 
by  the  campaign.  You  can  require  that  it  be  transferred  only  through  encrypted 
messaging  (see  Step  2). 

4.  Confirm  that  consultants  and  vendors  with  access  to  sensitive  information 
have  secure  email  and  storage  (see  Step  2).  When  in  doubt,  require  vendors  and 
consultants  to  use  an  account  on  your  cloud-based  office  suite  (See  Step  2). 

5.  Control  access  to  important  online  services,  such  as  the  official  campaign  social 
media  accounts,  to  prevent  use  by  unauthorized  individuals  Make  sure  that  those 
who  leave  the  campaign  can  no  longer  access  campaign-related  accounts.  You  can  do 
this  easily  by  using  a  social  media  account  management  tool  that  acts  as  a  gateway 
to  all  your  accounts.  If  someone  leaves  the  campaign,  you  should  Immediately  disable 
their  account. 
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“THINK  BEFORE  YOU  CLICK” 


PAUSE  before  you  click  on  a  link  within  an  email  to  check  what  address  the  email  is 
coming  from  and  to  ask  yourself  if  the  email  is  suspicious. 

CONFIRM  that  a  request  for  information,  money,  personal  information,  passwords, 
documents,  etc.  is  legitimate  by  following  up  with  the  person  requesting,  ideally  in  person, 
or  at  least  by  phone.  Never  give  your  password  or  personal  information  over  a  link. 

REPORT  anything  suspicious  to  your  leadership  by  forwarding  any  email  that's 
remotely  questionable.  Make  sure  you  flag  it  as  "suspicious"  (e.g.,  in  the  title)  so  that  no 
one  else  inadvertently  acts  on  a  malicious  email. 


Frwii:  MS  Enlarprise  E-maii  <timfS‘Drr>-f.dk> 
Date:  Wednesday,  March  14,  2018  at  12*19  PM 
To: 

Subjoct;  Snuall  Notiftcalicri ; 


Not  a  Microsoft 

Domain 


mm 


Microsoft 


Metro  "“Saluiation  io  email  address,  not  full  name 

I 

In  order  for  us  not  to  terminate  your  email  servica  these  must  t»  daleted  automalically. 

IQndly  remove  ai  Nddan  filas  automatically  below.  ^ 

Link  to  lake  aclioo”  does  | 

not  go  to  Microsoft  or  — - - 

OHsceSSS  I 

Thanks  for  taking  these  adcKtcnid  steps  to  safe  guard  your  emai.  | 

2018  Outlook  Corporation.  Ali  rights  rostNVOd.  I  Acceptable  Use  Policy  1  ^ 

—  —  _  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  _  _  _  j 
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“Enhanced"  —  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  Software  products  such  as  Phishme  and  KnowBe4  can  train  your  staff  by  sending 
them  fake  phishing  emails.  This  is  a  safe,  quick,  and  effective  way  to  learn  who  is 
at  risk  of  clicking  a  link,  so  you  can  give  them  counseling  and  extra  training.  Many  of 
these  products  also  filter  some  phishing  attempts  out  of  your  email. 

2.  If  you  have  the  resources,  hire  a  dedicated  IT  professional  to  manage  your 
campaign's  systems  and  an  IT  security  expert  to  help  protect,  maintain,  and  monitor 
your  campaign’s  digital  infrastructure.  He  or  she  can  provide  regular  security  training 
and  testing  of  your  people  and  systems,  while  customizing  security  solutions. 

3.  Contract  with  a  cybersecurity  firm  to  provide  security  solutions,  review  your 
defenses,  and/or  monitor  your  systems  for  a  breach.  Know  which  firm  you  want  to 
contact  if  you  are  breached  and  need  urgent  incident  response  support.  This  is  an 
alternative  to  hiring  a  full-time  IT  security  expert.  Do  your  research  and  go  with  a 
highly  reputable,  U.S.-based  firm— not  all  cybersecurity  firms  provide  the  same  level 
of  service. 


WORKING  WITH  SECURITY  PROFESSIONALS 

If  you  decide  to  work  with  a  security  professional,  how  will  you  evaluate  the  right  person 
or  firm?  Whether  it's  through  personal  recommendations  or  positive  public  reviews, 
it’s  important  that  you  avoid  costly  yet  ineffective  support.  When  interviewing  potential 
security  professionals,  ask  about  how  they’ve  responded  to  past  security  incidents 
and  how  they’ve  enabled  others  to  work  more  securely.  Your  respective  national  party 
committee  or  trusted  campaign  professionals  may  be  able  to  recommend  options 
to  choose  from.  Bear  in  mind  that  culture  affects  security  and  that  even  the  best 
recommendations  may  fail  to  achieve  results  if  they  are  not  followed  (i.e.,just  hiring  a 
firm  won’t  soive  your  problems). 
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step  2:  Internal  Communication 


Not  all  methods  of  communication  are  equally  secure,  so  use  the  most  secure  method 
possible.  Campaign  leadership  should  set  a  standard  that  encourages  in-person 
conversations  whenever  possible,  and  discourages  needless  or  superfluous  emails. 
Whether  it  is  phone  calls,  texting,  or  emailing,  different  products  and  services  offer 
different  levels  of  protection,  so  do  your  research  before  you  choose  which  systems 
your  campaign  is  going  to  use. 


“Good” —  WbatYduNeedtoDp 


1.  Use  a  cloud-based  office  suite  that  provides  secure  email  communication,  document 
creation,  chat,  and  file  sharing,  such  as  GSuite  or  Microsoft365.  For  GSuite  Enterprise, 
choose  "Advanced  Protection”  and  for  Office365,  use  E5,  Both  will  have  built  in  settings 
that  are  more  secure.For  example,  GSuite  includes  Google  Drive  for  file  sharing,  Gmail 
for  email  hosting,  Google  Hangouts  for  chat,  and  Google  Docs  for  word  processing, 
spreadsheets,  and  presentations.  Microsoft365  offers  OneDrive/SharePoint  for  file 
sharing,  Outlook/Exchange  for  email,  Microsoft  Teams  for  chat,  and  Microsoft  Office 
for  word  processing,  spreadsheets,  and  presentations.  Cloud-based  systems  managed 
by  major  firms  will  be  better  protected  than  any  servers  you  could  set  up  in  your 
campaign.  There  are  free  versions  of  both  products,  but  the  paid  versions  give  you 
many  more  administrative  capabilities.  Google's  Advanced  Protection  Program  provides 
extra  security  against  targeted  online  attacks  like  phishing  (this  is  available  for  their 
consumer  Google/Gmail  accounts).  Through  Google's  Protect  Your  Election  effort,  they 
also  offer  a  free  service  to  protect  your  website  against  disabling  attacks. 

WHAT  IS  THE  CLOUD? 

“Cloud  services"  provide  indiidgeineiiL  and  access  lo  iiifoi  iridLioii  sloted  tetnoleiy  on  the 
Internet.  They  run  on  off-site  servers  managed  by  third-party  companies;  this  includes 
many  common  services  you  may  already  use,  such  as  Gmail  or  Dropbox.  It's  good  to 
store  information  in  the  cloud  instead  of  on  your  personal  computer  because  reputable 
cloud  service  providers  have  the  money  and  expertise  to  make  their  server  farms  more 
secure  than  your  laptop's  hard  drive,  or  an  office  server.  It’s  like  the  difference  between 
leaving  cash  under  your  mattress  and  storing  it  in  a  bank’s  security  vault.  Using  reputable 
cloud  services  offers  an  additional  backstop  against  data  loss  if  an  individual  device  is  lost 
or  compromised.  Cloud  storage  is  a  feature  included  in  comprehensive  office  security 
services  such  as  GSuite  and  Microsoft365.  Other  services  include  Dropbox  or  Box. 
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2.  Use  the  most  secure  systems  possible  for  communication. 

a.  Use  encrypted  messaging  services  such  as  Signal,  Wickr,  especially  for  messages, 
document  sharing  and  phone  calls.  Many  campaigns  require  that  sensitive  information 
only  be  transmitted  by  encrypted  messaging,  although  you  can  use  it  for  all 
communication  if  you  want  (this  is  especially  smart  for  high-risk  individuals  like  the 
candidate).  Signal  and  Wickr  allow  you  to  auto-delete  messages,  which  reduces  risk. 

b.  Switch  off  archiving  for  messaging  services,  such  as  Google  Chat  and  Slack,  so 
that  old  chats  can’t  be  stolen  later.  This  requires  going  into  “settings"  and  adjusting 
“retention  policy”  timelines.  Some  services  require  you  to  do  this  for  every  single  chat 
conversation.  We  recommend  retaining  chat  messages  for  one  week  or  less. 

3.  Defend  your  email 

a.  Turn  on  Auto-delete  in  your  email  application  for  old  emails  to  reduce  the  number 
of  emails  that  could  potentially  be  stolen.  This  usually  requires  going  in  and  changing 
“retention  policy"  to  shorter  time  periods  in  “settings."  To  ensure  emails  do  not  just  sit 
in  a  “deleted  items"  folder,  adjust  settings  to  auto  purge  “deleted  items"  folder  after  a 
certain  time  period.  We  recommend  retaining  emails  for  one  month  or  less. 

4.  Secure  personal  accounts 

a.  Campaign  business  should  never  go  on  personal  accounts.  However,  adversaries  will 
target  personal  accounts  for  hacking,  so  have  your  staff  use  strong  passwords  and 
two-factor  fortheir  personal  accounts  as  well  (this  is  included  in  our  Staff  Handout), 


WHAT  IS  ENCRYPTION? 

Encryption  is  a  way  of  encoding  information  when  it  travels  between  users,  or  when  it's 
stored,  so  it  can't  be  read  by  anyone  but  the  intended  recipient.  Think  of  it  this  way:  a 
user  “scrambles"  the  data  when  she  sends  it  and  only  the  intended  recipient  has  the 
key  to  unscramble  it.  Using  encryption  is  smart,  especially  for  sensitive  information, 
because  even  if  an  adversary  steals  the  data,  it's  unlikely  they'll  be  able  to  read  it.  Most 
apps  that  use  enciyplion,  like  Signal  oi  Wicki,  make  Llie  ptucess  seairiless.  Laptops  oi 
cloud  storage  systems  use  encryption  as  well. 
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step  3:  Account  Access  and  Management 


One  of  the  most  challenging  aspects  of  security  is  keeping  unauthorized  people  out. 
This  means  preventing  adversaries  from  gaining  access  to  your  data  and  preventing 
people  within  your  campaign  from  having  access  to  information  they  do  not  need. 
While  some  of  the  recommendations  below  may  seem  cumbersome,  hackers  depend 
on  those  who  value  convenience  over  security. 


“Good”  —  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Require  two-factor  authentication  (2FA)  on  all  systems  and  applications. 

Avoid  texting  (SMS)  for  two-factor  authentication,  because  attackers  can  easily 
clone  a  phone  number  and  get  access  to  texts.  There  are  several  2FA  apps  that 
work  just  as  well  as  texting,  such  as  Google  Authenticator,  Microsoft  Authenticator, 
and  Duo  Mobile.  You  can  also  use  a  physical  FIDO  ("fast  identity  online")  key  that  is 
inserted  into  your  USB  drive  such  as  Yubikey  or  Feitian.  As  malicious  actors  evolve 
their  methods,  we  are  seeing  advanced  attack  techniques  used  to  phish  second 
factor  codes  sent  to  users.  We  strongly  encourage  the  use  of  physical  security  keys 
for  two-factor  authentication,  as  they  are  not  vulnerable  to  phishing.  The  website 
“TwoFactorAuth.org"  is  a  helpful  guide  to  services  that  do  and  do  not  offer  2FA. 


WHAT  IS  TWO-FACTOR  AUTHENTICATION? 

Two-factor  authentication  is  a  second  layer  of  security  that  requires  a  user  to  provide 
an  extra  credential  beyond  her  or  his  password.  The  second  factor  is  critical  because,  if 
your  password  is  stolen,  an  adversary  still  can’t  log  into  your  account.  Your  password  is 
something  you  know  and  your  second  factor  is  something  you  have,  like  a  code  that’s 
generated  by  an  app,  a  physical  key,  or  even  something  biometric,  like  a  fingerprint. 


2.  Passwords 

a.  Ensure  no  systems  are  using  default  usernames  or  passwords— this  is  a  commonly 
overlooked  error.  Make  sure  each  system  and  user  has  their  own  unique  username  and 
password, 

b.  Require  strong  passwords.  As  we  noted  earlier,  “make  passwords  that  are  long  and 
strong."  Current  computing  capabilities  can  crack  a  seven-character  password  in 
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milliseconds.  A  20-,  or  even  30-character  password  will  take  much  longer  for  a  hacker 
to  crack.  Choose  a  string  of  words  that  you  can  easily  remember. 

c.  Use  a  different  password  for  different  accounts  so  a  hacker  can't  break  into  multiple 
accounts  if  a  single  password  is  stolen. 

d.  If  someone  reaches  out  requesting  a  password  or  password  reset,  require 
the  request  to  be  made  in  person  or  over  a  video  chat  to  ensure  it  is  the  actual 
campaign  staff  member  or  volunteer.  Only  share  passwords  in  person  or  over  short¬ 
lived  encrypted  messages.  Never  share  passwords  over  email  or  store/distribute  using 
a  helpdesk  system. 

3.  Use  password  managers  such  as  LastPass,  IPassword,  or  Dashlane  to  help  you 
manage  a  lot  of  long,  strong  passwords  easily.  But  ensure  that  your  management 
system  has  a  long,  strong  password  and  two-factor  authentication.  We  don’t  currently 
recommend  password  managers  built  into  browsers,  which  are  often  less  secure  than 
these  standalone  managers. 


PASSWORD  MANAGERS 

Password  managers  are  a  way  to  store,  retrieve,  and  generate  passwords.  Some  even 
have  the  ability  to  auto-populate  the  password  line  on  login  pages.  The  password  manager 
requires  a  password  of  its  own  to  login,  which  becomes  the  one  password  you  do  have  to 
remember.  The  risk,  of  course,  is  that  if  someone  breaks  into  your  password  manager  (it 
has  happened),  that  person  will  have  all  of  your  passwords.  But  this  risk  is  almost  always 
far  outweighed  by  the  benefit  of  strong,  unique  passwords  across  all  of  your  accounts.  For 
campaigns,  password  managers  sometimes  make  sense  for  accounts  that  have  multiple 
users,  because  the  administrator  can  safely  share  access  to  them. 


4.  Create  separate  accounts  for  administrators  and  users,  and  severely  restrict 
access  to  administrator  accounts.  Administrators  should  also  have  two  separate 
campaign  accounts-— one  used  only  for  their  admin  duties  and  one  that  is  their 
standard  user  account  for  all  other  campaign  business.  This  will  reduce  the  likelihood 
that  an  adversary  will  be  able  to  compromise  an  administrator  account,  which  would 
provide  access  to  the  entire  network. 

5.  Conduct  periodic  reviews  of  who  has  access  to  different  devices  and  networks. 
Immediately  block  access  of  people  who  leave  the  campaign.  Immediately  change 
passwords  if  suspicious  activity  is  observed. 
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6.  Use  encrypted  messaging  for  sensitive  information.  The  federal  government 
has  confirmed  the  presence  of  "stingray"  machines  that  can  intercept  cellular 
data,  especially  in  the  Washington,  DC  area.  This  is  yet  another  reason  to  keep 
communications  on  encrypted  messaging  apps,  which  will  be  unreadable  even  if  your 
signal  is  intercepted. 

7.  Monitor  all  campaign,  staff,  and  related  social  media  accounts.  It  is  important 
to  identify  and  respond  quickly  if  you  have  been  hacked. in  line  with  the  "Prepare, 
Protect,  Persist"  framework,  campaign  leadership  should  create  a  response  plan  for 
this  scenario.  This  response  plan  should  should  Include  finding  appropriate  points 
of  contact  within  each  social  media  company  to  get  in  touch  with  in  the  event  that 
campaign  accounts  are  hacked. 


ADMINISTRATORS 

in  “IT  speak,"  an  “administrator"  or  “admin"  has  the  ability  to  give  people  access  or 
control  to  systems  or  information.  For  exampie,  as  the  “admin"  for  an  email  system,  you 
can  create  accounts,  change  passwords,  and  set  requirements  like  password  length  and 
two-factor  authentication  for  all  accounts.  In  an  office  suite  like  GSuite  or  Microsoft  365, 
you  can  also  create  groups,  such  as  the  “Field  Team"  or  “Comms  Team.”  An  admin's  job 
is  really  important.  If  they  do  things  right,  information  will  be  available  only  to  people 
who  need  it,  which  is  essential  for  security.  This  means  that  deciding  who  gets  admin 
privileges  is  also  a  critical  decision.  Only  a  tew,  highly  trusted  people  should  be  able 
to  grant  others  access  to  information.  If  a  staffer  with  “admin”  privileges  leaves  the 
campaign,  make  sure  to  take  away  their  privileges  immediately! 


“EnhancQd”  —  Taka  tha  Naxt  Step 


1.  Create  user  profiles  for  different  types  of  campaign  staff  that  automatically 
grant  the  necessary  level  of  access.  Different  types  of  employees— interns, 
field  staff,  campaign  leadership— require  access  to  different  resources.  Having 
predetermined  profiles  makes  it  easier  to  ensure  that  people  are  getting  access  only 
to  what  they  need. 
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step  4:  Devices 


Every  physical  device  in  your  campaign  — from  a  cell  phone,  tablet,  or  laptop  to  a 
router,  printer,  or  camera— represents  a  potential  attack  path  into  your  network.  A 
good  cybersecurity  plan  will  attempt  to  control  access  to,  into,  and  on  all  devices.  You 
can  control  access  to  devices  by  making  sure  they  are  always  properly  handled  and 
accounted  for.  You  control  access  into  devices  via  two -factor  authentication  and  strong 
passwords.  You  control  the  content  on  devices  via  encryption  and  the  policies  guiding 
how  you  store  data  (i.e.,  storing  information  in  the  cloud  instead  of  on  machines). 


"Good" —  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Always  use  the  most  updated  operating  system  (OS)  available,  since  system 
updates  regularly  include  patches  for  the  latest  vulnerabilities.  If  possible,  set  device 
settings  to  auto-install  these  updates.  Make  it  someone’s  job  to  check  on  a  regular 
basis  that  everyone  is  current. 

2.  Use  an  automatic  cloud-based  backup  service  to  mitigate  the  impact  of  data  loss  if 
a  device  is  lost  or  stolen.  Examples  include  Backblaze  and  CrashPlan. 

3.  Physical  access  to  the  device 

a.  From  the  start,  campaign  leadership  should  create  an  environment  in  which  people 
take  physical  security  of  their  devices  seriously—  losing  a  device  could  give  an 
adversary  access  to  critical  information  that  can  be  used  to  hurt  the  campaign. 

b.  Although  many  campaigns  cannot  afford  to  buy  new  devices,  it’s  always  best  to 
purchase  new  equipment  (especially  computers  and  phones)  if  you  can.  At  a 
minimum,  you  should  provide  new  devices  for  personnel  who  work  with  sensitive  data. 

c.  If  staff  are  using  their  own  computers  and  phones,  establish  a  “Bring  Your  Own 
Device”  (BYOD)  policy  that  implements  strong  security  practices  (see  endpoint 
protection  below). 

d.  Campaign  members  should  NOT  use  personal  email  accounts  or  devices  that  have 
not  been  secured  per  the  BYOD  policy  for  campaign  business,  including  email  and 
social  media.  Any  important  information  that  resides  outside  devices  or  systems 
controlled  by  the  campaign  is  vulnerable  to  attack.  Leadership  should  constantly 
reinforce  that  campaign  data  needs  to  stay  off  personal  email  and  unsecured 
computers. 

e.  Report  lost  devices  immediately.  Require  default  settings  that  allow  for  remote  wiping 
on  all  devices. 
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f.  Win  or  lose,  have  a  plan  in  place  for  what  happens  to  all  data,  accounts,  and  devices 
when  the  campaign  ends.  This  includes  thinking  how  to  safeguard  or  erase  data  at  the 
hardware  level.  Reformatting  a  hard  drive  is  not  enough  to  protect  your  data.  Residual 
data  on  reformatted  or  disposed  drives  can  be  obtained  using  commercially  available 
forensics  software.  Extremely  sensitive  data  should  be  degaussed  or  melted  The 
immediate  aftermath  of  a  campaign  is  an  especially  vulnerable  period. 

4.  Digital  access  into  devices 

a.  Change  default  passwords  and  settings  on  all  devices.  Many  devices  come  from  the 
factory  with  a  default  password  that  is  really  easy  to  guess.  Also,  disable  the  guest 
account  if  a  device  comes  with  one, 

b.  Implement  auto-lock  for  phones  and  computers  after  two  minutes  and  require  a 
password  or  fingerprint  ID  to  unlock. 

5.  Content  on  devices 

a.  Require  encryption  on  all  devices  (computers  and  phones)  to  en.sure  that  the  loss  of 
a  device  does  not  mean  the  compromise  of  Its  content.  Examples  include  FileVault  for 
Mac  and  BitLocker  for  Windows.  Some  devices  like  the  iPhone  do  this  by  default,  but 
not  all  do.  Require  all  consultants  to  keep  data  on  their  machines  encrypted  as  well. 

b.  Install  endpoint  protection  software  on  all  devices.  Some  examples  include  Trend 
Micro,  Sophos,  and  Windows  Defender.  There  are  special  endpoint  security  apps  for 
phones  and  tablets.  Lookout  is  an  example. 

c.  Limit  what  apps  can  access  on  all  devices.  This  means  limiting  what  apps  are  installed 
and  limiting  permissions  for  those  apps  (e.g.,  limiting  access  to  contact  lists  or  location 
and  GPS  information,  turning  off  always  active  mooe;. 


WHAT  IS  ENDPOINT  PROTECTION? 

Endpoints  are  the  devices  that  staff  use,  including  mobile  phones,  laptop  computers, 
and  desktop  computers.  They  are  the  “endpoints”  of  the  campaign’s  network,  and  staff 
are  the  "end  users."  Endpoint  protection  centrally  controls  and  manages  security  on 
remote  devices.  It’s  especially  important  for  campaigns  that  allow  staff  to  “bring  your 
own  device”  (BYOD),  since  the  campaign  needs  to  ensure  that  the  device  is  secure,  free 
of  malware,  and  can  be  wiped  if  stolen  or  lost.  Endpoint  protection  can  also  monitor 
the  device  to  make  sure  software  is  up  to  date  and  detect  new  malware  or  potential 
threats.  For  many  campaigns,  this  will  feel  like  a  big  lift,  but  building  it  into  your  routine 
onboarding  and  investing  some  time  upfront  can  save  you  a  lot  of  grief  later. 
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“Enhanced”  —Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  Use  mobile  device  management  (MDM)  software,  which  monitors  activity  to  ensure 
all  devices  comply  with  the  mobile  phone  and  user  device  security  policies  you  have 
established  for  your  campaign.  Examples  include  VMware  AirWatch,  Microsoft  InTune, 
and  JAMF.  GSuite  and  Microsoft  Office  365  also  include  an  MDM  service. 

2.  Use  advanced  threat  protection  services  that  monitor  and  alert  for  malicious 
activity,  such  as  CrowdStrike  Falcon  or  Mandiant  FireEye.  CrowdStrike  sometimes 
offers  Falcon  breach  prevention  service  pro  bono  through  the  CrowdStrike  Foundation, 
depending  on  the  needs  of  your  campaign  and  campaign  finance  rules. 
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step  5:  Networks 


Networks  are  the  system  of  physical  hardware,  digital  software,  and  their  connections. 
They  represent  another  target- rich  environment  for  attack.  Network  security  com¬ 
prises  everything  from  how  devices  communicate  with  one  another  to  using  cloud 
services  for  data  storage. 


"Good"  -  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Embrace  the  cloud.  Store  data  on  cloud  services,  not  on  personal  computers  or 
servers.  Anything  stored  on  a  personal  device  faces  higher  risk  than  the  cloud. 

a.  No  one  should  have  access  to  all  files  on  the  network:  accounts  with  comprehensive 
administrator  access  should  not  be  used  for  day-to-day  work.  Divide  your  file  storage 
into  department  folders  and  grant  access  accordingly. 

b.  Ensure  access  to  shared  content  is  by  invitation  only.  Some  file  management  services 
also  allow  for  implementing  expiration  dates  on  invitations  and  access. 

c.  Periodically  audit  what  is  being  shared  and  with  whom. 

2.  Have  a  separate  “guest"  wifi  network  for  visitors  and  voiunteers  that  limits  their 
access  to  campaign  resources.  Try  to  purchase  routers  that  offer  a  “guest  profile”  that 
will  automatically  segment  your  network. 

3.  When  traveling,  or  before  you  set  up  your  campaign  office,  avoid  public  wifi 
services  as  much  as  possible  and  use  trusted  wifi  networks  wherever  possible.  If  you 
need  mobile  wifi,  then  try  to  provide  campaign  staffers  with  mobile  wifi  hotspots  for 
tethering.  Public  wifi  is  often  free  and  easy  to  connect  with,  but  attackers  can  also  use 
it  to  penetrate  your  hardware. 

a.  Where  possible,  staffers  should  use  a  VPN  (virtual  private  network).  VPNs  help  protect 
against  intruders  when  on  public  wifi.  Examples  of  VPN  services  include  ExpressVPN  or 
TunnelBear.  Not  all  VPNs  are  created  equal.  Beware  of  free  services:  many  are  looking 
to  take  your  data! 

4.  Secure  your  browser,  PC  Magazine  ranked  Chrome  and  Firefox  as  the  two  safest 
browsers  in  2017.  Regardless  of  what  browser  you  use,  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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VPNs 


A  virtual  private  network  (VPN)  is  an  encrypted  "tunnel"  for  your  Internet  traffic,  hiding 
it  from  intruders.  Some  offices  use  it  as  a  way  to  log  remotely  into  the  office  network, 
but  this  isn’t  very  common  for  campaigns.  Campaigns  should  consider  having  their 
staff  use  a  VPN  on  computers  and  mobile  phones  if  they  often  have  to  use  public  wifi  or 
untrustworthy  networks  (which  is  sometimes  the  case  for  traveling  staff  or  field  offices). 


“Enhanced” —  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  You  can  take  more  advanced  steps  to  protect  your  network,  but  they  should  be 
implemented  by  an  IT  professional.  We  would  suggest  you  ask  them  to  include  the 
following: 

a.  Set  up  a  hardware  firewall. 

b.  Encrypt  your  wifi  connection  using  the  WPA2  or  802.1x  security  protocols  (do  not 
useWEP). 

c.  Configure  cloud-based  web  proxies  to  block  access  to  suspicious  sites  from  any 
campaign-owned  device,  no  matter  where  it  is.  Service  provider  examples  include 
Zscaler,  Cisco  Umbrella  and  McAfee  Web  Gateway  Cloud  Service. 

d.  Have  your  activity  logs  stored  on  a  cloud  service  provider  such  as  LogEntries  or 
SumoLogic. 

e.  Segment  your  cloud-based  storage  so  that  not  everything  is  stored  in  the  same 
place.  Opposition  research,  strategy  memos,  and  personnel  files  should  be  kept  in 
different  folders,  and  access  to  those  folders  should  be  restricted  to  the  people  who 
really  need  them.  Consider  a  different  storage  system  entirely  for  your  campaign's 
most  sensitive  information.  Restrict  access  so  that  only  key  personnel  can  access  it, 
and  only  when  using  specific  devices.  (For  example,  if  you  use  Microsoft365  for  your 
office  suite  and  document  stoiage,  butyoui  most  sensitive  docuitiei  its  on  a  Dropbox 
or  Box  account.)  If  a  member  of  the  campaign  becomes  compromised,  this  kind  of 
segmentation  can  limit  the  damage. 

2.  Train  staff  not  to  connect  their  devices  to  unknown  ports  or  devices.  Don’t  use 
public  chargers  at  airports  or  events.  Don’t  accept  free  phone  chargers  or  batteries  at 
events  (that  free  USB  drive  may  be  loaded  with  malware!). 
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step  6:  Information  Operations  and  Public  Facing 
Communication 


Information  operations  have  been  in  the  news  a  lot  recently,  especially  campaigns  run 
by  foreign  intelligence  services  to  influence  opinion  in  the  United  States.  It  will  be 
up  to  elected  leaders  and  policymakers  to  decide  how  to  confront  information  opera¬ 
tions  moving  forward  and  there’s  little  we  can  do  as  campaign  staff  to  impact  whether 
they  happen  or  not,  but  there  are  a  few  things  we  can  do  to  manage  them  if  they’re 
happening.  Campaigns  have  and  will  continue  to  be  targets  of  these  operations  and 
need  to  be  prepared.  Defending  ways  your  campaign  communicates  with  the  public 
is  an  important  part  of  this.  Below  are  some  ways  to  better  protect  against  information 
operations,  identify  when  they  are  happening  to  your  campaign  or  candidate,  and  how 
to  respond  quickly  when  they  do  occur. 


WHAT  ARE  INFORMATION  OPERATIONS? 

Information  is  power— or  at  least  that’s  what  a  lot  of  military  and  intelligence  services 
think!  The  power  of  ideas  has  long  fueled  rebellions,  insurgencies  and  civil  wars  and 
many  countries  that  may  have  inferior  military  capabilities  in  the  traditional  sense  seek 
to '  ''‘0  information  to  div'de  and  nm-occuDv  their  adversaries,  in  Russ'-a,  for  example, 
influencing  public  opinion  through  propaganda  and  inflaming  local  tensions  is  part 
of  their  doctrine  of  warfare  and  something  they  practice  constantly  on  perceived 
adversaries.  Social  media  completely  changed  the  information  operations  game,  it's 
now  easier  than  every  to  move  information  quickly  and  impersonate  other  people, 
creating  the  impression  of  public  anger  or  division. 


“Goo^”  —  What  you  need  to  do 


1.  Remember:  information  operations  are  a  communications  problem,  not  a 

technical  one.  Adversaries  can  make  their  information  operations  more  potent 
by  stealing  your  data,  but  once  information  is  out  in  the  environment,  you  need  a 
communications  strategy  to  manage  it.  Think  in  advance  how  to  handle  fake  or 
slanted  news— will  you  ignore  it?  Re-tweet  it  and  reinforce  that  it’s  false?  How  will 
you  make  this  decision?  These  are  among  the  most  difficult  decisions  any  campaign 
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has  to  make,  but  what  matters  most  is  think  about  these  questions  with  your  team  in 
advance,  so  you  and  your  team  have  guidance  about  how  to  respond,  if  you  respond  at 
all. 

2.  Know  what’s  going  on.  Encourage  activists  to  share  posts,  sites,  or  news  stories  they 
find  suspicious.  If  you  want,  you  can  deputize  some  interns  or  volunteers  to  focus 

on  this  specifically,  conducting  searches  to  find  out  what  content  is  out  there.  One 
ongoing  challenge  is  that  it’s  impossible  to  see  everything  that  voters  may  be  getting 
on  their  Facebook  feeds.  The  platform  has  made  it  harder  to  post  political  advertising 
and  has  increased  staff  to  monitor  news  content,  but  you  cannot  search  all  content. 
The  best  way  to  solve  this  right  now  is  to  deputize  a  team  of  volunteers,  who  represent 
different  geographies  and  demographic  groups  in  your  state/district,  so  you  can  catch 
as  much  as  possible. 

3.  Establish  contact  with  key  social  media  platforms  and  notify  them  if  you  find 
fake  or  misleading  information.  Most  social  media  platforms  will  now  remove  "fake" 
or  misleading  content  and  imposter  profiles.  Ask  your  relevant  campaign  committee 
or  state  party  for  the  best  contact  at  social  media  platforms  and  establish  contact 
early  in  the  campaign  so  you  can  reach  out  quickly  if  something  goes  wrong. 

a.  Facebook 

b.  Twitter 

c.  Google/ YouTube 

4.  Monitor  for  imposter  sites.  To-date,  there  are  no  public  reports  of  imposters  trying 
to  steal  money  or  activist  data  through  fake  websites,  but  it’s  such  an  easy  vector 

of  attack,  you  should  be  on  the  lookout.  Make  sure  to  purchase  any  web  addresses 
you  may  want  to  use  (or  could  be  used  against  you).  If  you  want,  you  can  retain  a 
reputation  management  service  that  will  monitor  the  web  for  you  [do  we  include 
examples?].  Some  can  do  this  at  a  fairly  modest  price. 

5.  Protect  Against  a  Disti  ibuted  Denial  of  Sei'vice  Attack  (known  as  DDoS).  A 

DDoS  attack  is  when  an  adversary  takes  control  of  a  lot  of  machines,  and  uses  them 
to  "ping"  your  website  all  at  once,  causing  it  to  crash.  Most  of  what  we  focus  on  in 
this  guide  is  how  to  keep  people  away  from  your  campaign  data,  but,  in  the  case  of  a 
DDoS,  you  want  to  keep  your  website  open  and  available  all  the  time  for  donors  and 
activists.  DDoS  has  not  yet  become  a  common  threat  to  campaigns,  but  it  could  be 
used  to  block  you  from  fundraising  or  simply  cause  a  really  frustrating  disruption  to 
your  campaign.  There  are  two  free  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  your  site,  Google's 
Project  Shield  and  Cloudflare. 
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step  7:  Incident  Response  Planning 


It’s  just  as  important  to  plan  for  responding  to  an  attack  as  it  is  to  develop  a  security 
strategy  to  prevent  one.  How  you  respond  often  has  more  to  do  with  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  an  incident  than  what  was  compromised.  You  should  budget  some  time  at 
strategic  retreats  or  longer  senior  staff  meetings  to  discuss  what  will  happen  if  some¬ 
thing  does  go  wrong.  Here’s  a  checklist  of  the  steps  you  should  take: 


I  Legal: 

Identify  outside  counsel  you  will  retain  in  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident,  and  discuss  the 
response  process  with  them  at  the  outset  of  the  campaign.  In  most  cases,  this  will  be  the 
same  person  who  represents  your  campaign  on  other  matters,  but  ideally  you  would  have 
someone  who  specializes  in  incident  response  on  call,  either  pro  bono  or  for  a  $0  retainer. 

Ask  your  lawyer  to  explain  your  legal  obligations  if  data  is  stolen  and  what  compliance 
measures  you  will  need  to  have  in  place. 

Understand  your  vendors’  legal  obligations  to  notify  you  or  others  if  they  are  hacked. 
Wherever  possible,  include  strict  notification  requirements  in  your  vendor  contracts,  since 
third  parties  are  a  frequent  source  of  breaches. 

If  you  believe  you’ve  been  breached,  a  best  practice  is  for  your  lawyer  to  oversee  your 
response  unoer  accorney-ciient  privilege. 

Talk  to  your  lawyer  about  the  best  way  to  work  with  law  enforcement  if  a  breach  occurs. 
Every  campaign  will  approach  this  differently. 


I  Technical: 

Determine  ahead  of  time  whom  you  will  call  for  technical  assistance  if  you  think  you’ve 
been  hacked.  Your  state  caucus  or  national  party  committee  can  usually  provide  referrals. 

Choose  someone  on  the  campaign  who  will  interface  with  technical  experts  in  the 

event  of  a  breach.  This  is  ideally  the  same  person  who  is  already  coordinating  IT  for  the 
campaign.  Managing  an  incident  response  can  be  overwhelming,  so  you  want  someone 
focused  on  the  technical  aspects  who  knows  what  they  are  doing.  That  way  you  can  focus 
on  communicating  with  stakeholders  and  the  press. 
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HI  Operations: 

Decide  in  advance  who  will  be  on  your  Incident  Response  Team  (IRT)  and  who  will 
participate  in  incident  response  meetings.  It’s  important  to  include  someone  from  your  IT, 
legal,  operations,  and  communications  teams,  if  you're  a  smail  campaign  and  don’t  have 
full-time  communications,  IT,  or  operations  support,  plan  to  include  any  key  staff  who 
oversee  campaign  operations. 

Determine  the  chain  of  command  for  decision-making  in  the  event  of  a  breach, 
especially  regarding  communications.  In  many  cases,  this  will  be  the  campaign  manager, 
but  some  managers  may  choose  to  delegate  responsibility  to  someone  else. 

Identify  what  app  or  technology  you  will  use  to  communicate  if  you  think  your  email 
has  been  breached  (Signal  and  Wickr  are  two  common  options).  Communication  during 
a  breach  is  essential,  but  you  don’t  want  your  adversaries  to  know  what  you’re  saying— or 
even  that  you  are  responding  to  their  actions. 

U  Communications: 

Conduct  scenario  planning.  For  many  campaigns,  this  can  be  part  of  an  existing  strategy 
retreat.  For  bigger  campaigns  at  higher  risk,  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  dedicated 
meeting.  Your  scenario  planning  should  include: 

Identify  key  internal  and  external  stakeholders,  like  your  staff,  volunteers,  donors,  and 
supporters.  Know  whom  you  need  to  contact  if  an  incident  occurs  and  rank  them  in  order 
of  priority.  Develop  a  contact  list  and  designate  who  will  reach  out  to  them. 

Understand  of  the  different  types  and  varying  sensitivity  of  the  data  you're  collecting.  Think 
through  what  could  happen  if  the  data  is  no  longer  confidential,  if  you  can  no  longer  rely  on 
the  integrity  of  the  data,  or  if  you  can  no  longer  count  on  it  being  available. 

Brainstorm  the  most  damaging  scenarios  and  consider  how  your  stakeholders  and 
messaging  may  change  for  each  one. 

Different  scenarios  could  include: 

Rumors  that  your  campaign  has  been  hacked: 

Credit  card  and  contact  information  for  your  donors  is  stolen: 

Ransomware  and  an  extortion  attempt  are  lodged  against  your  campaign: 

Your  systems  are  wiped  and  shut  down; 

Someone’s  emails  are  stolen; 
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Your  adversary  steals  your  administrator's  credentiais  and  every  fiie  on  your 
campaign  drive. 

A  maiicious  actor  aiters  statements  on  your  website  or  public  accounts. 

Be  careful  what  you  say  in  the  present  about  cyber  security  policy  or  cyber  incidents. 
Some  victims  of  cyber  crimes  have  previously  made  grandiose  pronouncements  about 
their  own  security  measures,  or  have  criticized  others  who  have  been  attacked.  The  press 
will  hold  you  accountable  for  what  you  said  in  the  past  if  you  fall  victim. 

Similarly,  avoid  providing  details  about  the  scope  of  the  event  in  the  early  phases 

of  the  incident  (and  if  you  can  avoid  discussing  the  scope  altogether,  even  better). 

Details  available  at  the  outset  will  change  as  you  investigate.  A  common  mistake  is  to  say 
something  that  later  turns  out  not  to  be  true  (e.g.,  “they  didn’t  steal  very  much."  or  "no 
personal  information  was  taken”).  Saying  only  what  you  know  for  sure  is  the  safest  course. 
Statements  should  focus  on  the  actions  you  are  taking  to  make  the  situation  right  for  the 
affected  stakeholders. 

Develop  some  boilerplate  language  in  advance,  so  that  you  can  draft  statements 
or  talking  points  quickly  if  an  incident  occurs.  At  a  minimum,  create  a  simple  Q  &  A 
document  that  you  can  rapidly  revise  if  you  actually  need  to  use  It.  Creating  a  Q  &  A 
document  in  advance  will  help  you  to  think  as  much  about  what  you  won't  say  as  what  you 
will  say.  For  example,  the  first  question  will  often  be,  “What  happened?"  However,  you  may 
not  be  able  to  answer  that  for  days  or  weeks.  The  fact  that  you  don’t  know  what  kind  of 
breach  will  take  place  can  actually  help  you  write  better  boilerplate  answers  in  advance. 

i^uesiions  to  include  in  your  Q  &  A  document  are: 

What  happened? 

How  did  it  happen? 

Who  did  it? 

What  was  stolen  or  damaged? 

Was  anyone’s  personal  information  stolen?  What  are  you  doing  to  protect  them? 
How  did  the  hackers  do  it? 

Are  the  hackers  out  of  your  system? 

How  long  were  they  in  your  system? 

What  security  measures  did  you  have  in  place?  Why  weren’t  they  effective? 

Shouldn't  you  have  known  this  would  happen?  Why  weren't  your  systems  better 
secured? 
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Are  you  working  with  iaw  enforcement?  Has  iaw  enforcement  contacted  you? 

in  a  ransomware  breach,  you’ii  be  asked:  Did  you  pay  the  ransom  and  why  or  why  not? 

Stay  in  touch  with  your  key  stakeholders  and  keep  them  as  informed  as  you  can.  You 
probably  won't  be  able  to  say  much,  but  contacting  them  regularly  with  what  you  do  know, 
having  a  clear  statement  about  your  intentions,  and  providing  details  about  what  you 
are  doing  to  manage  the  situation  are  key.  Avoid  setting  an  expectation  of  too  frequent 
updates,  because  often  you  won't  have  new  information  and  your  stakeholders  will 
become  frustrated  if  you  continue  to  return  to  them  without  new  information.  Only  speak 
proactively  to  the  media  if  you  have  new  information  to  provide. 
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Do  you  see  a  way  to  make  this  Playbook  better? 

Are  there  new  technologies  or  vulnerabilities  we  should  address? 

We  want  your  feedback. 

Please  share  your  ideas,  stories,  and  comments  on  Twitter  @d3p  using  the  hashtag 
#CyberPlaybook  or  email  us  at  connect@d3p.org  so  we  can  continue  to  improve  this 
resource  as  the  digital  environment  changes. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  May  22,  2018  1:19  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory-CC/EA—  Partial  Manual  Count  for  Primary  Runoff  Election 
ADV2018-22  -  Partial  Manual  Count  for  Primary  Runoff  Election.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

This  email  serves  as  your  notification  that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  NOT  waiving  the  partial  manual  count  for  the  May  22, 
2018  primary  runoff  election.  Under  Section  127.201(b)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  select 
the  precincts  and  offices  that  are  to  be  counted  as  part  of  the  partial  manual  count.  Please  note  that  for  this  election, 
the  only  statewide  race  is  in  the  Democratic  Primary  Election.  Attached  to  this  email  is  Advisory  2018-22,  which 
contains  instructions  for  logging  into  the  partial  manual  count  system. 

We  know  that  conducting  multiple  partial  manual  counts  in  a  short  time  frame  is  difficult  and  time-consuming,  and  we 
appreciate  all  of  your  hard  work  to  provide  transparency  to  the  elections  process. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/eiections 


POWERED  BV^THE  UHAS  SEERUm  SmATE 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  low  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project:  About  Us 


We  established  the  Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project  (D3P)  in  July  2017  with  one  goal:  to  help  secure 
democratic  elections  against  cybersecurity  threats  and  information  operations. 

There  are  two  groups  on  the  frontlines  of  defending  democracy:  (1)  political  campaigns,  which  enable 
citizens  to  pursue  elected  office;  and  (2)  election  officials,  who  ensure  the  election  process  is  free  and  fair. 

Last  year,  we  set  out  to  provide  campaign  and  election  professionals  with  practical  guides  to  the  most 
applicable  cybersecurity  best  practices  in  advance  of  the  2018  midterm  elections.  In  November  2017,  we 
released  "The  Campaign  Cybersecurity  Playbook”  for  campaign  professionals. 

Now,  we  are  releasing  a  set  of  three  playbooks  designed  to  be  used  together  by  election  administrators; 
“The  State  and  Local  Election  Cybersecurity  Playbook,”  “The  Election  Cyber  Incident 
Communications  Coordination  Guide,”  and  “The  Election  Incident  Communications  Plan  Template.” 
What  follows  is  the  Coordination  Guide. 

DSP  is  a  bipartisan  team  of  cybersecurity  and  policy  experts  from  the  public  and  private  sectors.  To  better 
understand  the  cyber  threat  and  other  challenges  that  election  administrators  face,  our  team  spent  four  months 
interviewing  state  officials  about  their  communications  practices  and  how  they  would  or  would  not  apply 
these  practices  in  a  cyber  incident.  We  spoke  with  state  and  local  election  officials,  as  well  as  key  national-level 
players  and  members  of  the  Election  Infrastructure  Government  Coordinating  Council  (EI-GCC). 

These  interviews  exposed  the  range  of  challenges  election  officials  confront  in  the  cyber  domain.  One  of 
the  most  significant  needs  we  encountered  was  the  ability  to  communicate  consistently  across  states  in  the 
event  of  a  major  election  cyber  incident,  in  order  to  maintain  public  trust. 

This  Guide  is  primarily  intended  for  use  by  the  EI-GCC  to  coordinate  multiple  voices  (and  multiple  facts) 
ill  an  election  cyber  iiicideuL  that  crosses  traditional  jurisdictions.  We  are  releasing  the  Guide  publicly, 
because  a  range  of  officials  may  be  interested  in  learning  more  about  how  state  and  local  leaders  can,  and 
should,  coordinate  their  communications  in  the  event  of  this  type  of  cyber  incident.  We  hope  this  Guide 
becomes  a  starting  point  for  the  EI-GCC  to  establish  its  role  as  a  central  communications  node  in  the 
event  of  an  election  cyber  incident. 

Finally,  we  would  like  to  thank  the  election  officials  around  the  country  for  whom  we  wrote  this  guide  You  are  the 
frontline  defenders  of  democracy.  We  hope  this  effort  helps  make  that  tremendous  responsibility  a  little  easier. 

Good  luck, 

The  DSP  Team 
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How  to  Use  this  Communications  Guide 


This  communications  guide  includes  best  practices  and  guidelines  to  help  the  Election 
Infrastructre  Government  Coordinating  Council  (EI-GCC)  quickly  coordinate  the  response  to 
an  election-related  cyber  incident  that  affects  more  than  one  state  during  the  early  days  of  the 
incident.  While  every  cybersecurity  incident  is  unique,  this  document  provides  a  foundation  on 
which  the  EI-GCC  can  build  a  response  that  addresses  the  incident  with  the  goal  of  maintaining 
confidence  in  the  election  system. 

This  Guide  should  be  owned  by  the  communications  director,  or  a  similar  position,  at  the 
EI-GCC  and  be  updated  at  least  annually. 

I  Key  topics  include: 

strategy,  Mission,  and  Objectives:  The  purpose  of  the  Guide  is  to  help  election  officials 
maintain  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  U.S.  election  system  in  the  event  of  an 
election-related  cybersecurity  incident. 

Establishing  a  Cyber  Communications  Baseline:  This  section  explains  the  importance  of 
educating  the  public  and  other  key  stakeholders  on  cyber  threats  facing  the  election  process 
and  steps  currently  being  taken  to  counter  them. 

liiCidiins:  oesi  Praciicas;  i  nis  sactioi'i  mcludes  besi;  practices  for  communicating  witii 
the  media  and  other  key  stakeholders. 

Communications  Process  Workflow:  This  component  includes  diagrams  that  outline  who 
will  manage  the  cyber  crisis  communications  response  and  serve  as  spokesperson  during  an 
incident. 

Response  Checklist:  This  checklist  broadly  outlines  steps  that  should  be  taken  during  the 
first  several  days  after  learning  about  a  potential  incident. 
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Executive  Summary  and  Purpose 


What  constitutes  a  “cyber  incident”  in  elections  can  range  from  theft  of  voter  registration  data  to 
disruption  or  manipulation  of  the  vote  tally.  This  Guide  is  designed  to  help  coordinate  and  align 
communications  across  jurisdictional  boundaries  in  an  election-related  cybersecurity  incident 
that  involves  more  than  one  state.  Its  primary  purpose  is  to  maintain  (or  regain)  public  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  face  of  such  an  incident. 

This  Guide  is  written  to  help  the  Election  Infrastructure  Government  Coordinating  Councfi  (EI-GCC) 
assist  state  and  local  election  officials,  who  will  need  to  communicate  across  jurisdictions  if  an  elec¬ 
tion-related  cyber  event  has  impacts  beyond  a  single  state.  While  every  jurisdiction  should  have  its 
own  plan  to  respond  to  a  cyber  incident,  many  incidents  will  have  implications  beyond  state  bound¬ 
aries.  It  is  critical  to  coordinate  the  response  from  the  outset,  so  public  comments  confidently  convey 
that  the  issue  is  being  addressed  and  maintain  public  trust  in  election  systems  across  the  country. 

We  recommend  the  creation  of  a  communications  coordination  structure  within  the  EI-GCC, 
including  a  communications  director,  or  similar  role,  who  would  be  a  key  spokesperson  in  a  cyber  crisis. 

A  multistate  cyber  incident  could  take  many  forms.  It  could  be  a  series  of  incidents  that 
collectively  have  a  broader  impact.  It  could  be  one  or  a  few  incidents  that,  because  of  their 
strategic  significance  or  other  factors,  have  an  impact  beyond  state  boundaries,  or  receive 
outsized  attention  from  national  media  outlets.  This  could  even  be  a  false  rumor  that  requires  a 
coordinated  effort  to  stamp  it  out. 

H  This  Guide  provides: 

1.  A  set  of  best  practices  for  communicating  about  an  eiection-related  cyber  incident 

2.  A  process  for  coordinating  multistate  communications  decision-making,  including 
spokespeople  and  communications  messages 

Additional  communications  response  materials,  including  a  sample  escalation  process  and  sce¬ 
nario-planning  materials,  are  available  to  election  officials  and  can  be  obtained  upon  request 
from  the  National  Association  of  Secretaries  of  State,  the  National  Association  of  State  Election 
Directors,  or  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission. 
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strategy.  Mission,  and  Objectives 


The  potential  for  cyberattacks  on  our  elections  systems  is  an  unfortunate  reality  of  our  time. 
Election  officials  should  recognize,  and  plan  for,  a  possible  incident.  The  primary  objective  of 
this  communications  guide  is  to  enable  the  EI-GCC  to  help  election  officials  maintain  pub¬ 
lic  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  U.S.  election  system  in  the  event  of  cyber  incidents  both 
locally  and  crossing  state  boundaries. 


Election  officials  from  both  parties  and  at  all  levels  of  government  agree  that  there  is  a  shared 
national  interest  in  preserving  the  public  trust  in  our  election  system. 

A  central  component  of  maintaining  trust  is  providing  the  public  with  timely  and  accurate  infor¬ 
mation.  Equally  important  is  dispelling  inaccurate  information  as  quickly  as  possible,  especially 
in  today’s  perpetual  cycle  of  traditional  and  social  media  coverage. 

Maintaining  public  trust  is  most  effectively  accomplished  when  election  officials— across  parties 
and  jurisdictions — speak  with  one  coordinated  voice.  If  federal  officials  are  contradicting  state 
leaders,  as  occurred  in  2016,  the  public  is  left  confused  and  it  can  become  all  the  more  difficult 
to  maintain  confidence  in  the  election  process.  Likewise,  if  federal,  state,  or  local  officials  are 
coucrauictmg  one  anuiiiei,  it  is  counlerproduciive  and  coni  using  Lo  Liie  public,  ror  these  reasons, 
EI-GCC  will  play  a  crucial  role  in  coordinating  the  response. 


AU  public  statements  should  demonstrate  the  incident  is  being  handled  competently.  Any  specifics 
that  are  provided  should  be  limited  only  to  those  that  wfil  not  change.  The  scope  of  the  incident,  for 
example,  is  lUccly  to  shift  and  shouldn’t  be  discussed  publicly  at  the  outset.  Modifying  your  story  can 
undermine  confidence  in  the  management  of  the  incident  and  the  election  system  itself. 


To  institutionalize  a  means  to  maintain  public  trust,  the  communications  response  strategy 
underlying  this  Guide  coordinates  communications  messages  and  delivery  among  election 
officials  in  a  multistate  cyber  incident  to  ensure  consistency  and  accuracy  of  public  information.  To 
enable  a  unified  response,  we  provide  communications  best  practices  and  coordination  processes. 


Elections  are  governed  at  the  state  and  local  level,  and  there  is  a  national  interest  in  maintaining 
the  integrity  of,  and  confidence  in,  our  elections  system.  So  it  is  important  to  have  a  process  that 
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will  enable  officials  from  all  levels  of  government  to:  obtain  and  analyze  the  information;  decide 
who  will  speak  about  the  national  implications  of  the  incident;  and  provide  information  and 
communications  to  all  elections  officials,  so  they  can  communicate  accurately,  dispel  rumors,  and 
reinforce  coordinated  messages. 

Beyond  the  coordinated  multistate  process  outlined  in  this  Guide,  election  officials  at  all  levels  of 
government  should  take  measures  to  prepare  for  a  cyber  incident. 

H  Among  the  steps  you  can  take  immediately  are: 

Establish  (or  update)  a  state  or  local  communications  response  plan  to  an  election- 
related  cyber  incident.  For  a  template  state  or  local  cyber  communications  plan  please  see 
the  Election  Cyber  Incident  Communications  Plan  Template. 

Ensure  that  the  communications  plan  is  aligned  with  the  corresponding  technical  response 
plan,  and  that  both  are  regularly  updated. 

Test  those  plans  with  simulations. 

Obtain  regular  updates  on  cyber  threats,  particularly  as  they  relate  to  elections. 

Maintain  relationships  with  officials  who  will  be  relevant  to  coordinating  a  response  to  any 
cyber  incident,  including  federal  officials  at  the  local  level  and  other  local  community  leaders. 

Coordinate  with  political  parties.  It  is  much  easier  to  agree  to  protocols  for  sharing 
information  about  and  responding  to  a  cyber  incident  before  the  incident  and  before  an 
election. 

Educate  the  public  about  the  work  you  are  doing.  Set  the  expectation  that  there  will  likely 
be  some  cyber  threat  activity  during  an  election  and  explain  how  that  activity  differs  from 
what  would  be  required  to  interrupt  the  elections  process. 


It  is  important  to  update  and  exercise  communications  response  plans  frequently — at  least  every 
year — to  familiarize  new  players  with  the  process  and  ensure  you  apply  lessons  learned  from  past 
experiences  and  exercises. 
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Establishing  a  Cyber  Education 
Baseline 


The  public  needs  to  understand  the  steps  state  elections  officials  are  taking  to  counter  cyber 
threats,  as  well  as  how  difficult  it  is  to  execute  a  cyberattack  that  will  disrupt  an  election  outcome. 
If  the  public,  and  the  media,  understand  the  “new- normal,”  baseline  activity  of  cyber  threats 
targeting  elections,  they  will  be  less  likely  to  worry  unnecessarily  about  news  of  small-scale  elec¬ 
tion-related  cyber  incidents.  If  you  don’t  have  to  spend  considerable  time  allaying  concerns  over 
inconsequential  incidents,  you  can  focus  your  attention  on  the  consequential  ones. 

The  main  point  to  make  is  that  cyberattacks  are  now  an  issue  all  election  officials  must 
contend  with,  and  the  states  have  taken,  and  continue  to  take,  steps  to  mitigate  those  threats. 
However,  not  every  attempt  is  successful,  and  even  successful  ones  are  very  unlikely  to  impact  the 
outcome  of  an  election. 

■  Communications  in  a  cyber  crisis  are  most  effective  when  the 
public  has  a  baseline  understanding  of: 

The  continuing  work  at  all  levels  of  government  to  counter  that  malicious  activity  and  try  to 
ensure  it  does  not  escalate  to  a  major  cyber  incident 

The  nature  of  the  election  data  your  agency  holds,  most  or  all  of  which  is  public  data 
The  malicious,  but  inconsequential,  cyber  activity  that  takes  place  regularly 


We  recommend  that  the  EI-GCC  consider  taking  on  some  of  this  public  education  role,  which 
would  address  issues  that  extend  across  the  states.  The  council  is  in  a  strong  position  to  draw 
on  data  from  across  the  country  and  across  levels  of  government  about  both  threats  and  actions 
being  taken  to  enhance  the  cyber  defenses  of  election  systems.  For  this  reason,  we  suggest  that  it 
consider  publishing  an  annual  report  on  the  state  of  election  cybersecurity. 

The  EI-GCC,  perhaps  in  concert  with  the  relevant  associations  and  Information  Sharing  and 
Analysis  Centers,  could  provide  a  regular  cadence  of  cyber  threat  information,  so  the  public 
understands  how  frequently  attempts  are  made  by  a  range  of  cyber  threat  actors  to  target  election 
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infrastructure.  Making  this  information  common  knowledge  will  mitigate  the  tendency  to  treat 
every  reported  attempted  attack  as  a  reason  to  question  the  election  system. 

The  type  of  information  you  may  want  to  share  could  include  statements  such  as:  “Based  on  threat 
information  from  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
(or  state/local  law  enforcement),  we  are  taking  the  following  steps  to  address  and  mitigate  these 
threats.”  If  appropriate,  this  effort  could  take  the  form  of  regular  background  briefings  for  the 
media,  as  well  as  online  materials  and  public  panels  or  other  educational  events  for  other  key 
stakeholders.  The  EI-GCC  could  also  consider  a  joint  public  panel  or  forum  with  representatives 
of  both  political  parties  to  discuss  measures  states  are  taking  to  mitigate  cyberattacks. 

The  EI-GCC  should  also  consider  sharing  limited,  aggregate  information  on  successful  attacks 
once  they  have  been  addressed,  which  would  establish  the  EI-GCC  as  a  valuable  resource  for  this 
type  of  information. 

You  should  couple  the  cyber  threat  data  with  information  on  the  actions  states  and  localities  are 
taking  to  strengthen  the  cyber  defenses  of  election  systems.  This  information  should  be  specific 
enough  to  be  credible  while  not  being  so  detailed  as  to  undermine  your  defenses.  Work  closely 
with  information  security  and  legal  experts  to  strike  the  right  balance. 

We  discuss  how  to  establish  a  communications  baseline  in  more  detail  in  the  section  on 
communications  process  on  Page  15. 
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Cyber  Crisis  Communications 
Best  Practices 


I  Election-related  incidents  fall  broadly  into  five  categories: 

Online  rumors  that  seek  to  undermine  confidence  in  an  election 

Reconnaissance  of  election-related  systems 

Theft  of  voter  or  other  election  data 

Data  manipulation  that  could  affect  an  election  outcome 

Data  destruction 

The  top  priority  in  a  cyber  crisis  will  be  to  maintain  public  trust.  The  most  effective  way  to  achieve 
that  goal  is  to  respond  confidently  and  quickly.  To  do  this,  the  EI-GCC  will  need  to  prepare,  train 
for,  and  test  its  response  ahead  of  time — especially  because  it  is  a  new  organization. 


Planning  Ahead 


Near-term  Planning 


Longer-term  Planning 


Determine  internal  roles  and  responsibilities.  Make  sure 
there  is  a  clear  escalation  process  for  the  EI-GCC  and  the  right 
teams  are  talking  to  each  other  in  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident. 
Make  an  individual  responsible  for  ensuring  that  this  process  is 
established  and  updated. 

Assess  the  current  crisis  communications  plan  and  analyze 
communications  gaps  and  weaknesses. 

Plan  your  response  to  a  cyber  crisis  in  advance  with  a 
communications  plan,  including  a  decision-making  protocol  and 
communications  materials. 

Ensure  that  cyber  incident  response  is  part  of  the  operational 
continuity  plan.  Make  sure  there  is  a  backup  communications 
plan  and  system  in  place. 


coordinated  with  legal,  technical,  and  outside  advisors,  including 
key  senior  leaders  from  multiple  states,  counties,  coordinating 
bodies,  and  the  federal  government. 

Conduct  stakeholder  mapping  and  a  risk  analysis  to 
understand  risks  to  trust  in  the  election  system,  priority 
stakeholders,  and  how  to  reach  stakeholders  to  address  key 
concerns.  Pay  particular  attention  to  outreach  to  voters  and 
political  parties. 

Educate  the  media  through  background  meetings  and  public 
events  on  the  resiliency  of  the  election  system,  and  the  current 
work  to  mitigate  cyber  threats. 

Educate  the  public  through  online  channels  and  public  events 
on  the  resiliency  of  the  election  system  and  the  current  work  to 
mitigate  cyber  threats. 


Near-term  Planning 


Longer-term  Planning 


Conduct  crisis  simulation  and  table-top  exercises. 
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Communications  Response 


H  Best  Practices 

Be  transparent  but  careful.  Transparent  communication  builds  trust,  but  in  a  cyber  incident, 
you  will  have  few  facts  at  hand,  especially  at  the  outset.  Public  comments  should  demonstrate 
that  you  are  taking  the  issue  seriously,  but  avoid  providing  any  details  that  may  change 
as  the  investigation  progresses,  so  you  don’t  have  to  correct  yourself  down  the  line.  Avoid 
speculation  on  the  perpetrator  of  the  incident. 

Focus  on  actions  you  are  taking  to  address  the  issue.  To  demonstrate  that  you  are  taking 
the  issue  seriously,  you  should  talk  about  the  steps  you  are  taking  to  protect  voter  information 
and  address  any  broader  risks  to  the  system. 

Provide  context.  In  an  election-system  incident,  there  will  be  a  temptation  for  public 
speculation.  Counter  speculation  with  facts  and  context  to  reduce  the  risk  of  undermining 
public  trust,  include  metrics  whenever  possible. 

Be  visual.  Cybersecurity  can  be  challenging  to  understand  depending  on  a  person’s  technical 
background.  The  quickest  way  to  get  your  message  out  is  to  pair  it  with  a  graphic.  Connect 
with  design  teams  who  can  provide  you  infographics  and  develop  a  library  of  graphics  and 
photos  you  can  draw  from. 

Use  the  right  digital  tools.  Use  social  media  to  dispel  rumors.  When  a  cyber  incident  strikes, 
social  media  is  now  a  go-to  source  of  immediate  information.  In  practice,  this  means  using  it 
selectively  to  counter  misinformation  and  inaccuracies. 

Learn  from  the  incident.  Use  your  and  others'  experiences  to  improve  your  cybersecurity 
practices  and  crisis  plans. 


H  Guidelines  for  Communicating  with  the  Public 

Focus  your  communications  on  your  most  important  stakeholder— the  public.  You  will  be 
tempted  to  discuss  the  components  of  the  incident,  instead,  talk  about  what  you  are  doing  to 
address  public  needs  or  concerns  in  this  given  situation. 

Speak  plainly.  Cybersecurity  can  be  off-putting  to  nontechnical  audiences.  Use  anecdotes 
and  examples  to  demystify  cybersecurity  issues  whenever  possible. 

Demonstrate  transparency  by  communicating  with  the  public  on  a  regular  basis.  Establish  a 
regular  series  of  communications  with  the  media  and  the  public  about  the  cybersecurity  measures 
you  are  taking  now,  so  that  the  first  time  they  hear  from  you  is  not  in  a  crisis. 
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I  Best  Practices  for  Countering  Misinformation 

Establish  the  facts,  and  double-check  them.  You  need  to  ensure  that  you  are  operating 
from  a  factual  position  before  countering  misinformation,  so  check  your  facts  with  multiple 
sources  before  citing  them  publicly.  Ask  all  appropriate  questions  and  put  in  the  work  before 
you  speak  to  be  certain  that  you  do  not  accidentally  provide  misleading  information. 

Develop  a  simple,  accurate,  short  counter-message.  Develop  a  clear  statement  that 
contains  only  the  facts.  Avoid  complex  messages.  You  can  provide  additional  nuance  later. 

Respond  quickly.  Misinformation  can  spread  rapidly  through  social  media  and  broadcast 
commentary.  Your  counter-message  should  be  ready  to  disseminate  as  soon  as  possible. 

Be  transparent.  Caveated,  incomplete,  or  "no  comment”  responses  can  fuel  conspiracy 
theories  by  making  it  appear  your  organization  has  something  to  hide.  Demonstrating 
transparency  can  help  to  counter  false  claims.  Opportunities  to  demonstrate  transparency 
could  include  inviting  reporters  "behind  the  scenes"  at  a  polling  place. 

Engage  on  all  platforms.  Misinformation  can  spread  across  multiple  platforms,  including 
social  media  and  traditional  media.  To  counter  misinformation,  deliver  a  clear,  factual 
message  on  all  available  platforms. 

Avoid  repeating  misinformation.  Focus  on  providing  accurate  facts  and  do  not  repeat  the 
false  messages.  For  example,  if  false  rumors  circulate  that  lines  at  the  polls  are  many  hours 
long,  avoid  saying  that  rumors  of  long  lines  are  circulating.  Instead,  your  message  should  be 
that  lines  are  short  and  moving  quickly. 
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Communications  Process 


Maintaining  a  coordinated  process  is  critical  to  effective  and  efficient  communications  planning 
and  response  to  a  cyber-related  incident.  For  an  incident  affecting  multiple  states,  this  coordi¬ 
nated  communications  process  outlines: 

Key  stakeholders 

Phased  planning  and  response 

Coordination  functions 

Feedback  loop  to  incorporate  lessons  learned 

In  this  communications  process,  we  assume  that  information  and  messaging  coordination  func¬ 
tions  will  be  performed  by  cross-jurisdictional  organizations  that  have  played  a  similar  role  in 
past  crises.  Further,  we  recommend  that  new  coordinating  functions  and  mechanisms  be  created 
to  execute  information-sharing  and  communications. 

We  recommend  that  the  EI-GCC — with  support  from  other  interested  parties,  such  as  the 
National  Association  of  Secretaries  of  State  (NASS),  International  Association  of  Government 
Officials  (IGO),  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC),  the  National  Association  of 
State  Election  Directors  (NASED),  and  the  National  Governors  Association  (NGA) — establish  a 
Cybersecurity  Communications  Response  Group  (CCRG). 

This  newly  formed  entity  will  provide  the  EI-GCC  and  its  stakeholders  with  a  communications 
coordination  function  that  currently  docs  not  exist,  allowing  for  collaborative,  coordinated  public 
message  planning  and  execution  if  and  when  it  is  needed  in  the  future. 
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Phase  1:  Baseline  Communications  Activities 


On  a  regular  basis,  the  CCRG  will  provide  updates  to  the  public  and  other  key  stakeholders  on 
current  cyber  threats  and  actions  being  taken  to  counter  them.  These  baseline  updates,  whether 
part  of  a  regular  cadence  or  spurred  by  suspected  nefarious  activity,  should  be  developed  and 
coordinated  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  made  public.  Audiences  and  stakeholders  are 
catalogued  below  with  recommendations  for  actions  that  can  be  taken  now  to  establish  or  main¬ 
tain  relationships  with  them. 

Communicating  with  these  groups  on  a  regular  basis,  before  something  happens,  is  key  to  setting 
a  baseline  with  critical  audiences  so  that  there  is  a  level  of  understanding  around  the  issue  that 
allows  mutual  alignment  on  escalation  and  coordinated  response.  In  order  to  provide  this  ongo¬ 
ing  education,  we  recommend  communicating  early  and  often,  in  addition  to  when  moments  of 
interest  (i.e.,  elections)  arise.  This  baseline  work  could  take  the  form  of  behind-the-scenes  demon¬ 
strations  and  briefings  for  your  audiences. 

Stakeholders  may  include: 


state  /  Local  Comms. 
Counterparts 


Law  Enforcement 


Federal  /  State 
Lawmakers 


State  and  Local  Communications  Counterparts;  Knowing  your  state  and  local  counterparts  is 
key  to  the  planning  and  response  actions  discussed  in  later  phases.  The  EI-GCC  should  maintain  a 
"living  list”  of  communications  officials  and  accurate  contact  Information,  so  these  individuals  can 
be  reached  on  short  notice  for  incident  coordination  and  planning. 

Law  Enforcement:  In  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident,  federal,  state,  and/or  local  law 
enforcement  will  be  involved  in  the  response.  Creating  and  maintaining  relationships  with 
key  law  enforcement  officials  and  associated  communicators  in  law  enforcement  agencies 
ensures  more  seamless  coordination  and  information-sharing  before,  during,  and  after  an 
incident. 

Federal/State  Lawmakers:  Federal  and  state  lawmakers  play  an  important  role  in 
authorizing  and  overseeing  election  and  cybersecurity  measures.  They  also  are  likely  to 
speak  publicly  about  an  election-related  cyber  incident,  so  communication  with  them  is 
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critical  before,  during,  and  after  an  incident.  Not  only  are  lawmakers  beneficiaries  of  a  safe 
and  secure  elections  system,  but  they  have  a  vested  interest  in  maintaining  the  public's  trust 
in  that  system.  Communicators  should  build  relationships  with  key  figures  in  Congress  and 
statehouses,  including  their  respective  communications  staffs,  in  advance. 

Media:  The  media  is  a  key  information  conduit  to  voters,  providing  news  and  commentary 
that  shapes  and  defines  public  opinion  and  a  belief  in  the  election  system's  integrity. 
Establishing  ongoing  relationships  with  key  reporters  who  cover  both  cybersecurity  and 
election-related  issues  at  the  national,  state,  and  local  level  will  be  important  in  shaping 
accurate  coverage  throughout  all  phases  of  cyber-related  preparation  and  response. 

You  should  focus  on  two  categories  of  media: 

Traditional  Media— Mainstream  outlets  and  reporters; 

Influencer  Media— This  category  includes  influential  bloggers,  outlets,  and  commentators,  as 
well  as  outlets  likely  to  reach  them. 

Interested  Parties:  You  should  develop  relationships  with  voting  advocacy  and  other  third- 
party  groups,  because  they  play  a  role  in  maintaining  the  public's  confidence  in  elections. 
Political  parties  an  campaigns  are  a  critical  group  with  which  you  should  develop  a  trusted 
relationship  in  advance.  Third-party  groups  may  also  include  vendors,  researchers  specializing 
in  elections,  technology  service  providers,  or  other  industry  service  providers.  We  recommend 
as  a  next  step  that  the  CCRG  develop  an  initial  list  of  key  groups,  which  should  be  maintained 
and  updated  by  the  team  lead. 

This  list  could  include: 

Political  Parties  and  Campaigns 

Election  Groups 

Think  Tanks 

Academics 
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Phase  2:  Communications  Planning, 
Activation,  and  Coordination 


Cyber-related  incidents  rely  on  evolving  investigations,  making  their  scope  and  impact  difficult  to 
understand,  particularly  at  the  outset.  This  can  make  communications  decision-making,  coordi¬ 
nation,  and  messaging  even  more  important  for  reducing  confusion. 

Some  incidents  may  be  discovered  as  an  attack  or  breach  occurs,  while  most  tend  to  be  discovered 
after  the  fact— often  after  significant  time  has  passed.  The  key  to  an  effective  response  is  not  just 
coordination  but  also  knowing  with  whom  to  coordinate.  In  any  response,  there  are  likely  to  be 
multiple  voices  speaking  publicly,  at  both  the  national  or  field  level. 

In  this  phase,  we  assume  an  anomalous  event  has  been  identified,  which  activates  a  communica¬ 
tions  coordination  scheme.  It  may  be  detected  by  a  range  of  entities,  such  as  a  security  researcher, 
state/local  election  official,  law  enforcement,  or  media. 

When  an  incident  occurs,  many  representatives  from  a  variety  of  organizations  will  become 
involved.  The  section  below  outlines  resources,  coordination  mechanisms,  lines  of  coordination, 
and  a  checklist  to  be  used  in  response  to,  or  in  advance  of,  a  cyber-related  incident. 


Assembling  Key  Players 

Note:  The  U.S.  Federal  Government's  National  Response  Framework  outlines  public  information  as  an  Emergency 
Support  Function  (ESF)  and  includes  a  framework  for  public  information  coordination  and  action  around  incidents  that 
involve,  or  may  involve,  fedeial  lesponse.  This  process  aligns  with  the  ESF  #15  Standard  Operating  Procedure. 

CCRG  Roles  &  Responsibilities:  The  CCRG  should  establish  the  following  roles  for  responding  to 
a  multistate  cyber  incident.  These  individual  roles  can  be  filled  by  specific  people  from  a  variety  of 
interested  parties,  which  may  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  NASS,  NASED,  IGO,  EAC,  and  NGA. 
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Please  note  that  as  the  EI-GCC  builds  on  this  Guide,  updates  should  include  a  table  with  these 
roles  assigned  to  individuals,  along  with  their  contact  information. 


Communications  Director-On  behalf  of  the  EI-GCC,  oversees  the  functional  coordination 
resources,  processes,  and  staff.  Is  responsible  for  overall  operational  direction  and 
communications  messaging  development  in  cooperation  and  coordination  with  EI-GCC  and 
interested  parties.  The  communications  director  position  can  be  filied  by  different  people 
on  a  rotating  basis;  for  example,  the  EI-GCC  could  designate  a  communications  director  to 
stand  duty  quarterly.  The  role  should  be  filled  by  a  senior  communicator  from  the  EI-GCC 
participants  or  other  interested  parties  and  have  the  relevant  management,  crisis,  and  media 
operations  experience  to  understand  not  only  their  role  but  also  the  other  roles  outlined  as 
part  of  the  CCRG. 

Affected  Community  Communications  Representatives-Usually  senior  communicators 
from  affected  state  or  local  jurisdictions  representing  a  “field”  perspective  and  providing 
relevant  incident-related  information  to  the  coordination  process.  This  may  include  a 
communicator  from  the  governor's  office  and/or  communicators  from  state  and/or  local 
elections  offices. 

Media  Operations  Director-Responsible  for  communication  with  reporters  and  for  media 
monitoring  on  behalf  of  a  multi-state  communications  coordinating  body.  Oversees  near- 
term,  "24-hour"  communication  operations,  i.e.,  execution  of  communication  plans. 

Social  Media  Director-Responsible  for  online  communications  via  ESCC  web  platforms, 
as  well  as  coordination  with  interested  parties’  digital  media  teams  in  order  to  promote  and 
cross-promote  content. 

Communication  Plans  Director-Responsible  for  forward-looking  communication  plans 
beyond  the  immediate  "24-hour"  period. 

Congresslonal/Inter-governmental  Affairs  Liaison-Responsible  for  coordinating 
congressional/gnvernmental  briefings  for  members  of  Congress,  state  legislatures,  or  other 
elected  officials  with  communications  staff.  Coordinate  through  the  Affected  Community 
Communications  Representative,  who  is  likely  to  be  a  member  of  the  ESCC  or  interested 
parties’  government  affairs  team. 

Law  Enforcement  Affairs  Liaison-Responsible  for  coordinating  communications 
information  with  law  enforcement  and  affiliated  communicators. 

Technical  Liaison-Responsible  for  being  the  conduit  of  technical  information  between 
operational  and  communications  teams.  Ensures  accuracy  of  technical  data  being  released  by 
communications  team  and  serves  as  subject-matter  expert  for  all  such  information. 
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Activation  of  the  CCRG:  The  CCRG,  while  regularly  communicating  in  Phase  1  during  baseline 
operations,  should  plan  for  and  exercise  the  activation  of  the  CCRG  in  a  crisis.  Activation  of  the 
CCRG  would  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Communications  Director,  with  input  from  operational 
leads  in  response  to  a  verified  or  potential  incident.  Additional  information  on  the  escalation 
process  is  in  the  Appendix  available  to  election  officials  and  can  be  obtained  upon  request  from 
NASS,  NASED,  or  the  EAC 

Generally  spealdng,  this  activation  would  be  executed  via  a  blast  email  to  CCRG  members  with 
shareable  background  information  on  the  incident,  direction  on  the  use  of  coordination  mech¬ 
anisms  (discussed  below),  and  next  steps.  For  example,  on  discovery  of  a  potential  incident,  the 
Communications  Director  would  activate  the  CCRG  by  hosting  an  Election  Sector  Incident 
Communications  Coordination  Line  call  regarding  the  incident,  thereby  beginning  the  commu¬ 
nications  coordination  process. 

Election  Sector  Incident  Communications  Coordination  Line  (ESICCL):  This  bridge  line  is  a 
standing  conference  call  line  that  can  be  created  to  use  for  coordination  before,  during,  or  after 
a  cyber-related  incident.  The  CCRG  will  maintain  a  list  of  relevant  contacts  from  federal,  state, 
and  local  election  offices  in  order  to  invite  relevant  parties  to  a  call,  should  it  be  necessary.  This 
resource  does  not  currently  exist  and  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  the  CCRG  to  coordinate  the 
creation  of  this  standing  line  at  the  outset. 

Election  Sector  Information  Center  (ESIC):  In  the  event  of  a  multistate  event,  the  CCRG  should 
create  a  specific  Information  Center  where  communications  activity  is  planned,  coordinated,  and 
executed  real-time.  This  should  include  all  the  roles  above  and  can  reside  in  one  physical  location 
or  it  could  be  done  virtually  through  online  means.  An  ESIC  would  be  the  functional  nerve  center 
of  all  communications-related  activity. 
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Coordination  Mechanisms 


■  Using  the  Election  Sector  Incident  Communications 
Coordination  Line  (ESICCL) 

As  the  standing  conference  call  line  for  election  sector  cyber-related  incidents,  the  ESICCL 
can  be  a  key  coordination  mechanism  for  communicators  to  share  both  operational  data,  as 
well  as  coordinate  messaging  and  communications-related  activity. 

Upon  the  activation  of  the  CCRG,  the  Communications  Director  will  stand  up  the  ESICCL 
and  distribute  the  time  and  conference  line  to  invited  participants  for  an  initial  conference 
call.  This  call  could  include  representatives  from  affected  communities,  as  well  as  the  CCRG 
roles  listed  above  and  any  other  CCRG  participants  or  outside  advisors  with  relevant  subject- 
matter  expertise. 

The  call  agenda  can  follow  a  regular  rhythm; 

Roil  call 

Opening  remarks  by  Communications  Director  for  CCRG 
Brief  operations  summary  (on-scene  reps  or  operations) 

Summary  of  major  communications  plans  and  events 
Invitee  comments 

Messaging  coordination  requirements  outlined  by  EI-GCC  Representative 
Conclusion  and  next  steps 

H  standing  up  the  ESIC 

Should  an  event  rise  to  the  level  where  ongoing,  real  time  coordinated  public  information  flow 
is  necessary,  the  CRCG  could  stand  up  either  an  in-person  or  virtual  ESIC  where  personnel 
could  work  together. 

The  ESIC  would  be  stood  up  by  the  Communications  Director,  who  would  make  a 
determination  as  to  the  critical  personnel  needed,  as  well  as  the  location/online. 

The  CRCG,  as  part  of  steady-state  planning,  should  identify  both  likely  and  convenient 
physical  locations  where  an  ESIC  could  reside  should  it  be  needed,  as  well  as  functional  online 
collaboration  tools  to  use  in  the  event  of  a  remote  ESIC.  In  general,  it  is  advisable  to  co-locate 
the  ESIC  with  any  space  that  is  being  used  to  coordinate  operational  response  activity. 
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H  Current  Coordination  Processes 

Should  there  be  current  coordination  processes  that  are  effective  in  sharing  information, 
such  as  regular  calls  or  email  listservs,  continue  to  use  them-particularly  prior  to,  or  during 
the  beginning  phases  of,  activation.  However,  the  scope  and  volume  of  an  incident  may  make 
more  direct  communications,  such  as  via  the  ESICCL  or  ESIC,  more  useful. 
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Phase  3:  Message/Document  Drafting, 
Coordination,  and  Distribution 


Message/Document  Drafting  and  Coordination 

It  is  best  to  have  some  communications  materials  ahead  of  time;  however,  every  incident  is  differ¬ 
ent  and  depends  on  a  range  of  factors,  so  communicators  will  oftentimes  have  to  adapt  on  the  fly. 

Messaging  will  need  to  be  adapted,  drafted,  coordinated,  and  distributed  quickly  in  order  to  effec¬ 
tively  respond.  In  addition  to  the  coordination  resources,  mechanisms,  and  processes  described 
above,  the  diagram  below  shows  how  that  loop  may  work  practically,  in  and  among  the  various 
parties  who  will  be  speaking  publicly. 


Congress  / 
Lawmakers 


Affected  Community 
Communications  Rep 


The  CCRG  staff  will  not  necessarily  retain  authority  to  approve  messages  emanating  from  affected 
communities’  communications  staffs,  nor  vice  versa;  however,  the  CCRG  staff  can  provide 
message  guidance  when  needed  or  warranted.  In  addition,  key  inputs  should  be  sought  from 
Congressional/Inter-governmental  Affairs  and  Law  Enforcement  Liaisons,  and  approval  authority 
can  be  retained  by  those  communicators  with  whom  these  liaisons  work  at  their  home  agencies  or 
organizations. 
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Distribution 


Distribution  of  approved  communications  materials  to  the  public  and  other  stakeholders  should 
leverage,  and  mirror,  existing  processes  to  the  degree  possible.  The  CCRG,  by  virtue  of  its 
makeup,  with  communications  professionals  from  a  variety  of  relevant  organizations,  should 
coordinate  the  messaging,  but  largely  leave  distribution  to  the  organizational  members. 

A  sample  distribution  process  is  illustrated  below: 


Communications  Materials  Coordinated  and  Approved  via  CCRG 

J 

r 

CCRG  Shares  Communications  Materials  with  EI-GCC,  NASS, 

EAC,  NASED,  IGO,  EAC,  and  others 

r 

EI-GCC,  NASS,  NASED,  IGO,  and  EAC  distribute  communications 
materials  via  their  own  press  contact  lists,  membership  contact 
lists,  stakeholder  contact  lists  (including  state  offices-Governors, 
SOSs,  Election  Directors,  and  others). 

Stakeholders  (Governors,  SOSs,  Election  Directors)  distribute 
communications  materials  further  via  their  own  press  contact 
lists,  stakeholder  contact  lists,  and  other  lists. 
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Phase  4:  Evaluation  and  Feedback 


Incorporating  both  real-time  evaluation  and  feedback,  as  well  as  post-incident  after-action 
reviews  into  your  response  is  critical  to  both  the  response  you  are  currently  managing,  and  cap¬ 
turing  lessons  learned  for  the  future. 


Real-Time  Evaluation 

while  capabilities  and  resources  may  differ  greatly  among  affected  communities,  the  CCRG 
could  augment  these  by  providing  services  that  can  assist  the  holistic  communications  response, 
including: 


Media  Monitoring-lt  is  critical  to  understand  how  the  media  tone  is  shaping  up.  Media 
monitoring  should  be  compiled  at  least  daily,  providing  insight  on  tone  and  volume  and 
identifying  areas  for  further  concentration  or  strategic/tactical  communications  changes. 

Social  Media  Analysis-Similar  to  traditional  media  monitoring,  social  media  listening  tools 
and  analysis  can  provide  key  insight  into  which  messengers  are  driving  conversation  about 
the  incident,  as  well  as  how  voters  are  reacting  to  news  and  sharing  information. 

Call  Center  Analysis-lf  the  affected  community  has  a  voter  call  center,  it  is  important  to 
track  and  analyze  the  questions  and  comments  received.  This  information  can  be  a  key 
indicator  of  misinformation  or  provide  insight  into  where  efforts  need  to  be  expanded  to  get 
accurate  information  to  voters. 

Polling/Public  Opinion  Research-In  order  to  gain  more  in-depth  insights,  polling  or  public 
opinion  research  can  do  much  in  terms  of  uncovering  voter  reactions  to  an  election-related 
cyber  incident,  helping  shape  near  and  longer-term  strategy. 


After-Action  Review  and  Report 

Once  an  incident  has  concluded,  it  is  important  to  review  communications-related  activities, 
discuss  what  worked  and  didn’t  work,  and  document  those  lessons  to  be  incorporated  into  both 
steady-state  and  crisis  planning. 
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Many  of  the  coordination  resources  and  mechanisms  described  above  can  be  adapted  for  this 
purpose,  for  example  the  ESICCL  call.  The  after-action  process  should  analyze  the  incident  from 
start  to  finish,  examining  the  Plan-Prepare-Respond-Recover  communications  lifecycle  of  that 
incident. 

H  Your  after-action  report  should  include: 

A  summary  of  the  incident: 
an  overview  of  the  operational  response; 
the  communications  objectives; 
and  by  phase,  with  specificity; 
concern 
outcome 

recommendations 


This  after-action  process  will  assist  in  building  your  communications  response  capability  and 
coordination  in  a  resilient  process  that  can  be  more  effectively  utilized  when  facing  future 
incidents. 
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Communications  Coordination 
and  Response  Checklist 


This  checklist  will  help  guide  actions  prior  to,  and  through,  the  first  several  days  of  a  multi-state 
election-related  cyber  incident. 


There  are  five  lists: 

III  Before  a  cyber  crisis 
^  Before  a  cyber  crisis  becomes  public 

I _ I  Multistate  Election-Related  Cyber  Incident  Assessment  &  Activation 

Coordination/Communications  Outreach 
!-  i  Products 


Before  a  cyber  crisis 


□  Identify  office  protocol  and  a  crisis  communications  team.  (Should  include  IT). 

□  Create  a  list  of  terms  with  common  nomenclature  for  use  by  all  stakeholders. 

□  Set  an  internal  communication  plan  with  elections  staff.  (How  often,  when,  and  where 
will  all  staff  meet?  Information  must  travel  up  and  down  the  chain  of  command  with 
clear  boundaries  for  disseminating  information  and  interfacing  with  the  public/media.) 

□  Ensure  that  all  stakeholders  can  be  reached  in  a  crisis  without  access  to  networks  or 
smart  phones. 

□  Craft  communications  materials  that  can  be  used  in  a  potential  cyber  incident. 

(For  examples,  elections  officials  may  request  sample  materials  from  NASS,  NASED, 
or  the  EAC.) 

□  Ensure  that  staff  understand  their  role  in  a  cyber  incident.  For  those  who  do  not  have  a 
specific  role,  ensure  they  understand  why  their  work  matters  to  the  outside  world  and  how 
they  can  continue  doing  their  jobs  while  designated  managers  handle  the  cyber  incident. 

□  Ensure  that  communications  plans  can  be  accessed  and  are  regularly  updated. 
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Before  a  cyber  crisis  becomes  public 


□  Obtain  technical  briefing.  (Assess  and  verify  all  information.) 

□  Decide  whether  to  activate  CCRG, 

□  Decide  whether  website  can  remain  online.  If  you  must  disable  it,  launch  a  microsite 
(hosted  on  a  different  network)  in  its  place. 

□  If  email  is  potentially  compromised,  use  an  outside  communications  channel. 

□  Consult  authorities,  if  needed. 

□  Meet  internally  in  war  room;  set  internal  communication  schedule. 

□  Determine  CCRG  roles  and  responsibilities,  if  you  have  not  done  so  already. 

□  Assess  stakeholders. 

□  Determine  broad  communications  strategy. 

□  Prepare  holding  statement. 

□  Develop  communications  plan. 

□  Draft  additional  communications  required  to  execute  plan.  Including  a 
communications  rollout  plan  (includes  communication  with  media,  stakeholders,  and 
employees). 

□  Establish  plan  for  traditional  and  social  media  monitoring. 

□  Establish  media  response  protocol. 

□  Notify  affected  employees,  if  necessary.  It  may  be  that  only  a  small  group  of 
employees  are  informed  initially.  Communicate  internally,  as  needed. 

□  Notify  stakeholders  (See  list  on  reverse  page),  if  appropriate,  and  galvanize  support. 


Harvard  Kennedy  School  /  Defending  Digital  Democracy  /  Version  1.0:  February  6, 2018 


27 


/  w 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000555 


Multistate  Election-Related  Cyber  Incident  Assessment  &  Activation 


□  Notification  to,  and  activation  by  CRCG,  of  a  cyber-related  incident  or  threat. 

□  Situation  Assessment/Escalation. 

□  High-Intensity  Incident:  Cyber-related  incident  that  triggers  reporting  obligations,  or 
one  that  is  highly  visible  requiring  response. 

□  Medium- Intensity  Incident:  Cyber-related  incident  resulting  in  the  loss  or 
compromise  of  the  data  or  systems,  but  no  formal  reporting  obligations  are 
triggered.  There  may  be  some  awareness  of  the  incident,  however,  spurring  proactive 
communication. 

□  Low-Intensity  Incident:  Cyber-related  incident  resulting  in  minor  disruptions  that 
may  not  be  visible  to  public. 

□  If  Major  or  Moderate,  Media  Operations  Director  and  Communication  Plans  Director 
identified  by  Communications  Director. 

□  Additional  Relevant  Personnel  identified. 

□  Contact  information  for  Relevant  Personnel  distributed. 

□  CRCG  designates  spokesperson,  if  applicable. 

□  Depending  on  assessment  of  situation,  key  messages  determined  based  on  specific 
scenario. 
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Coordination/Communications  Outreach 


□  Communications  Director  activates  ESICCL  call. 

□  Incident  Overview. 

□  Affected  Communities  Communications  Representative  Update. 

□  initial  Response  Communications  Plan. 

□  Designate  spokesperson  based  on  type  of  incident,  geography(ies)  affected,  and 
scope.  In  a  Major  Incident,  the  spokesperson  role  may  include  several  people 
including  a  EI-GCC  representative  as  well  as  an  Affected  Community  spokesperson  as 
well  to  share  information  at  both  a  field  and  national  level.  In  a  Minor  incident,  a  single 
spokesperson  may  suffice,  i.e.  an  Affected  Community  spokesperson. 

□  Prep  designated  spokesperson  for  media  engagement.  This  includes  review  of 
relevant  facts  and  messaging  as  well  as  a  peer  review  session,  known  as  a  "murder- 
board." 

□  Congressional/Inter-governmental  Affairs  Update. 

□  Congressional/Inter-governmental  Affairs  activity  and  plans. 

□  Law  Enforcement  Liaison  Update. 

□  Law  Enforcement  Liaison  activity  and  plans. 

U  Messaging  Coordination  outlined  by  Communications  Director. 

□  Battle  Rhythm  (Daily  Schedule). 

□  Conclusion  &  Next  Steps. 

□  Communications  Distribution  &  Rollout. 

□  ESIC  activation,  if  necessary. 
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J  Products 

□  staffing  Plan  with  updates  for  Communications  Director. 

□  Battle  Rhythm  (Daily  Schedule). 

□  Staffing  Matrix  and  Organization  Chart. 

□  Communications  Plan. 

□  Advisories. 

□  Press  Releases. 

□  Traditional  and  Social  Media  Monitoring  Reports. 

□  Regular/Daily  update  on  response  activities. 

□  Blog  and  Social  Listening  Updates. 

□  Talking  Points. 

□  Website  updates. 

□  Congressional/Inter-governmental  Advisories,  fact  sheets,  operations  reports 
and  briefing  materials, 

□  Daily  Communication  Summary  to  include  next  day  activity  plans. 
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Conclusion 


As  we  head  into  the  next  election  cycle,  we  hope  that  this  Guide  provides  additional  tools  to  help 
the  EI-GCC,  and  by  extension  election  officials  across  the  country,  prepare  for,  and  manage,  this 
emerging  and  evolving  cyber  risk.  As  with  all  communications  plans,  we  recommend  that  this 
one  be  regularly  updated  by  the  EI-GCC,  as  the  council  further  develops  and  defines  its  role. 

More  information  is  available  on  different  types  of  communications  materials  for  responding  to 
a  cyber  incident.  Election  officials  seeking  examples  of  these  additional  materials  can  request  the 
communications  materials  appendix  to  this  document  from  NASS,  NASED,  or  the  EAC. 
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Do  you  see  a  way  to  make  this  Playbook  better? 

Are  there  new  technologies  or  vulnerabilities  we  should  address? 

We  want  your  feedback. 

Please  share  your  ideas,  stories,  and  comments  on  Twitter  @d3p  using  the  hashtag 
#electionplaybook  or  email  us  at  connect@d3p.org  so  we  can  continue  to  improve 
this  resource  as  the  digital  environment  changes. 


Defending  Digita!  Democracy  Project 

Belter  Center  for  Science  and  International  Affairs 
Harvard  Kennedy  School 
79  John  F.  Kennedy  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


www.belfercenter.org/D3P 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
WWW.  SOS.  state,  tx.  us 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-21 


TO: 


County  Cierks/Elections  Administrators,  State  and  County  Chairs 


FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


DATE:  May  21,  2018 


RE: 


Canvass  and  Recount  Filing  Deadlines  for  2018  Primary  Runoff  Elections 


Canvass  Dates 

The  county  chair,  and  if  available,  at  least  one  member  of  the  county  executive  committee  must 
conduct  the  local  canvass  on  Thursday,  May  31,  2018,  at  the  hour  specified  by  the  county  chair. 
The  notice  of  the  canvass  include  the  date,  time  and  location  of  the  canvass  and  must  be  posted 
on  the  county  party  website  or  on  the  commissioner’s  court  bulletin  board  if  the  party  does  not 
maintain  a  website.  TEX.  ELEC.  CODE  §  172.1 16.  This  notice  should  be  posted  no  later  than 
Monday.  May  28.  2018  in  order  to  meet  the  posting  requirements.  The  local  canvass  is 
concluded  when  the  county  chair  digitally  certifies  the  canvass  report  on  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
website.  TEX.  ELEC.  CODE  §  172.116(d).  The  state  chair  must  canvass  the  county  election 
returns  no  later  than  Saturday,  June  9,  2018.  TEX.  ELEC.  CODE  §  172.120.  This  advisory  is 
designed  to  be  read  together  with  the  more  detailed  online  recount  outline.  See  Election 
Advisory  No.  2017-07. 

The  county  election  officials  may  begin  entering  county  data  into  the  website  as  early  as 
Wednesday,  May  23,  2018  if  there  are  no  outstanding  provisional  ballots  or  ballots  by  mail. 
Otherwise,  the  county  election  officials  should  plan  on  beginning  this  process  by  Tuesday,  May 
29,  2018  (due  to  the  5th  day  falling  on  Sunday,  May  27,  2018  and  Monday,  May  28,  2018  is 
Memorial  Day,  a  legal  state  holiday). 

Recount  Filing  Deadlines 

The  deadline  for  requesting  a  recount  is  5:00  p.m.  of  the  2nd  day  after  the  final  canvass  is 
actually  conducted.  Tex.  Elec.  Code  §  212.028.  For  all  county  and  precinct  races,  (1)  the  final 
canvass  is  the  local  canvass;  and  (2)  the  filing  authority  is  the  county  chair  (presiding  officer  of 
the  final  canvass).  For  all  district  (including  single-county  districts)  and  statewide  races,  (1)  the 
final  canvass  is  the  state  canvass;  and  (2)  the  filing  authority  is  the  state  party  chair  (presiding 
officer  of  the  final  canvass). 
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County  and  Precinct  Races; 


Local  Canvass 

j  Filing  Deadline 

.  .  ..  f .  .  . 

Thursday,  May  31, 2018 

1  5 :00  p.m.  Monday,  June  4,  20 1 8 

j  (Extended  by  Section  1 .006  to  next  business  day) 

1 

i 

Statewide  and  District  Races: 

The  deadline  to  request  a  recount  for  a  statewide  or  district  office  is  5:00  p.m.  of  the  second  day 
after  the  final  canvass.  The  state  canvass  must  be  conducted  by  Saturday,  June  9,  2018.  TEX. 
ELEC.  CODE  §  172.120.  Contact  the  state  executive  committee  for  information  about  when 
their  scheduled  canvass  is  due  to  take  place. 

REMINDER  ON  TIE  VOTES  AND  AUTOMATIC  RECOUNTS.  If  the  candidates  in  a 
runoff  election  tie,  pursuant  to  Section  2.028,  a  tying  candidate  may  resolve  the  tie  by  filing  with 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  final  canvassing  authority  a  written  statement  of  withdrawal  signed 
and  acknowledged  by  the  candidate.  On  receipt  of  the  statement  of  withdrawal,  the  remaining 
candidate  is  the  winner.  If  there  is  no  signed  and  acknowledged  withdrawal  delivered  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  final  canvassing  authority,  then  an  automatic  recount  shall  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  216.  If  the  recount  does  not  resolve  the  tie,  the  tied  candidates  shall 
cast  lots  to  determine  the  winner.  (Please  note  that  Section  2.023  applied  to  the  March  6,  2018 
primary;  Section  2.028  applies  to  the  May  22,  2018  primary  runoff.  The  sequence  of  events  is 
slightly  different  in  each  section.) 

For  additional  information  on  recounts,  such  as  petition  requirements  and  deposit  calculations, 
please  see  the  recount  outline  and  forms  posted  on  our  website.  You  may  also  contact  our  office 
via  telephone  or  email  to  request  copies. 

Please  contact  us  at  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683)  if  you  have  any  questions. 

K1:KR;CG 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  May  23,  2018  10:56  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA— Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 


Hello  Everyone, 

Thank  you  for  your  hard  work  this  month  as  we  completed  the  local  elections  and  now  the  Primary  Runoff.  Your  hard 
work  is  the  reason  that  elections  work  so  well  in  Texas. 

I  am  sending  this  to  remind  you  to  send  copies  of  the  reasonable  impediment  declarations  used  by  voters  in  the  runoff 
election  to  our  office.  You  can  scan  them  in  and  email  them  to  electionsiSsos.texas.gov.  Please  let  me  know  if  there  are 
any  problems  in  this  regard. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtmi 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS  SEURETMUY  8fmT£ 


The  informalion  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.texas.gov 
www.votetexas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax;  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Seiwices 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-22 


TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  May  21,2018  Primary  Election 

RE:  Partial  Manual  Count  after  the  May  22,  20 1 8  Primary  Election 


Pursuant  to  Section  127.201(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  “Code”),  the  general  custodian  of 
election  records  in  an  election  in  which  an  electronic  voting  system  is  used  must  conduct  a 
partial  manual  count.  The  partial  manual  count  is  not  waived  for  the  May  22,  2018  Primary 
Election. 

The  partial  manual  count  applies  to  election  day  ballots  only. 

The  partial  manual  count  is  only  required  for  counties  that  automatically  tabulated  their 
election  day  ballots  using  an  optical/digitai  scanner.  Optical/digital  scanners  are  either 
precinct  ballot  counters  or  central  scanners.  Therefore,  entities  that  used  only  direct 
recording  electronic  voting  machines  (DREs)  or  hand  counted  their  ballots  on  election  day 
are  not  required  to  conduct  the  partial  manual  count.  Tex.  Elec.  CODE  §  127.201(a),  (g). 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  required  to  select  the  precincts  and  designate  no  more  than  three  offices 
to  be  manually  counted.  Upon  logging  into  the  online  system,  you  will  be  notified  of  the 
races/precincts  requiring  a  partial  manual  count  You  may  log  in  any  time  after  the  polls  have 
closed  for  the  primary  election. 

Please  follow  these  instructions  for  completing  your  partial  manual  count: 

1 .  Post  notice  of  the  date,  hour,  and  place  of  the  count  in  your  office  (office  of  the  general 
custodian  of  election  records.)  We  recommend  that  the  notice  should  be  posted  in  your 
office  and  the  bulletin  board  used  for  posting  county  notices. 

2.  Begin  the  manual  count  no  later  than  7  p.m.,  Friday,  May  25,  2018,  and  complete  the 
manual  count  no  later  than  Tuesday,  June  12,  2018. 

3.  Report  results  of  the  partial  manual  count  to  the  Secretary  of  State: 

a.  Click  on  the  following  link: 

https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/manualcount/index.asp 
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b.  Enter  in  your  county  user  name.  Your  user  name  is  the  name  of  your  county  in 
all  lowercase  letters.  If  your  county  name  is  more  than  one  word,  you  would  need 
to  leave  out  the  spaces  between  the  words  (ex.  sanjacinto). 

c.  A  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  separately.  You  will  be  required  to 
create  a  new  password  before  proceeding  to  complete  the  manual  count. 

d.  Follow  the  prompts.  You  will  first  be  asked  a  few  questions  which  will  determine 
whether  you  are  one  of  the  counties  that  does  not  need  to  conduct  the  partial 
manual  count. 

e.  Enter  results  of  the  partial  manual  count.  The  instructions  for  reporting  the  partial 
manual  count  will  be  available  once  you  access  the  online  system.  Note:  Any 
discrepancies  found  between  electronic  and  manual  count  totals  should  be  noted  in 
the  discrepancy  field  provided  online. 

f.  Print  the  online  page  for  your  records  and  exit  the  program. 

If  more  than  one  electronic  voting  system  is  used  for  a  precinct,  the  manual  count  must  include 
counts  from  all  systems.  You  may,  but  are  not  required  to,  hire  outside  help  to  assist  you  in  this 
task. 

You  are  not  required  to  petition  a  district  judge  for  permission  to  retrieve  the  ballots,  since  this  is 
a  procedure  that  is  required  by  law.  At  the  time  you  have  designated  to  begin  the  manual  count, 
you  should  arrange  access  to  the  ballots  for  the  selected  precincts.  Following  the  manual  count, 
all  election  materials  shall  be  re-secured  and  returned  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

Please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463-9858  or  towens@sos.texas.gov  or  Brad  Burnett  at  512- 
463-2484  or  bburnett@,sos.texas.gov.  if  you  have  any  questions  in  conducting  your  partial 
manual  count  or  if  you  experience  any  problems  entering  your  data. 

KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Christina  Adkins  <CAdkins@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  June  05,  2018  5:43  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY-CC/EA  (658)  -2018-23  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 
ADV2018-23  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  -  May  22„  2018  Primary  Runoff  Election.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Attached  to  this  email  you  will  find  Advisory  2018-23  -Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  the  May  22,  2018  Primary  Runoff 
Election.  You  are  required  to  complete  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  and  submit  it  to  our  office.  Instructions  on  how 
to  use  the  system  are  included  in  the  advisory.  Your  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  separately. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections@sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 


POWERED  BYTHE  TEJMSSECREWflYOTSrare  | 


The  informaVon  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state  .tx.us 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-23 


TO: 


County  Clerks/Election  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 


DATE:  June  4, 2018 


FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


RE: 


Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  May  22,  20 1 8  Election; 


After  the  canvass  has  been  completed,  you  will  need  to  complete  the  precinct-by-precinct 
report.  All  election  results  are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to 
Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Information  for  logging  into  the  system; 

1.  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clicking  on  this  link: 


2.  The  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you.  If  you  have  problems  with  your 
password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512-463-9858  or 
towens@.sos.texas.gov  or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or  bburnett(a).sos.texas.gov. 

Information  for  entering  in  your  precinct-by-precinct  results: 

1.  You  should  not  input  vour  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  vour  election.  I  he 

report  is  meant  to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races 

reported. 

3.  We  have  designed  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office; 

1.  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  Secretary  of  State  defined 
Excel  spread  sheet  and  attach  it  to  a  web  browser; 

2.  Upload  the  spreadsheet  using  a  web  browser  (confer  with  your  vendor  for  specific 
details); 

3.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the 
system. 
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The  instructions  for  inputting  results  are  online. 


4.  The  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after 


the  election. 

If  you  have  problems  with  your  password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  512- 


463-9858  or  towens(S),sos.texas.sov, 
bburnettfSJsos.texas.aov. 

or  Bradley  Burnett  at  512-463-2484  or 

KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent: 

Tuesday,  June  26,  2018  9:38  AM 

To: 

Elections  Internet 

Cc: 

Information  Security 

Subject; 

MASS  EMAIL— CCA'R/EA— Email  Phishing  Warning 

Hello  Everyone, 

The  Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  (SOS)  has  recently  been  informed  of  a  potential  phishing  email  campaign 
targeting  Texas  county  election  officials. 

This  type  of  attack  uses  fraudulent  email  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  sensitive  information,  including  usernames  and 
pass\A/ords,  from  their  designated  target(s).  This  is  usually  accomplished  by  spoofing,  or  forging,  legitimate  email 
addresses  to  gain  a  user's  trust  and  then  directing  the  user  to  click  on  an  embedded  link  within  the  body  of  the  email  or 
an  attachment  to  the  email. 

We  are  aware  of  at  least  one  county  that  has  received  phishing  email  appearing  to  come  from  members  of  SOS  Elections 
staff.  Closer  examination  shows  that  the  sender  information  was  spoofed  and  the  email  came  from  a  malicious  third 
party. 

Please  exercise  extreme  caution  before  clicking  on  attachments  or  links  within  email  messages.  If  you  receive  an  email 
that  looks  legitimate,  but  has  an  unfamiliar  subject  line  or  supplies  you  with  an  embedded  link,  please  do  not  click  on 
it!  Rather,  reach  out  to  our  office  and  verify  that  the  communication  was  from  us  or  contact 
lnformationSecuritv(S) sos.texas.gov  to  request  assistance. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  have  a  great  day! 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us /elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

/ 1 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Christina  Adkins  <CAdkins@sos.texas.gov> 
Friday,  July  20,  2018  11:32  AM 


Elections  Internet 


MASS  EMAIL  -  (CC/EAA/R  -929)  -  -  Election  Security  Response 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

This  past  week,  we  have  received  a  number  of  calls  and  emails  related  to  election  security.  Below  is  the  information  we 
provide  that  outlines  the  security  measures  that  are  in  place  through  state  laws,  regulations  and  SOS  prescribed 
procedures.  We  wanted  you  all  to  be  aware  of  the  response  we  are  giving.  Additionally,  we  hope  this  information  will 
help  you  address  any  questions  you  may  be  getting  related  to  election  security. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  voting  or  voter  registration  systems  in  Texas  were  compromised  before  the  2016  Election 
or  in  any  subsequent  elections.  Additionally,  The  Department  of  Homeland  Security  has  offered  a  statement 
reiterating  this  fact  as  well.  Election  security  is  a  top  priority  for  our  agency  as  we  continue  to  employ  effective  and 
forward-thinking  cybersecurity  measures  to  further  strengthen  our  state's  elections  systems  and  safeguard  against  any 
malicious  cyber  activity.  We  have  worked  to  educate  our  election  officials  through  both  in  person  training  and  written 
materials  on  the  numerous  protections  that  are  in  place  and  are  required  by  state  law. 

These  safeguards  include: 

•  No  voting  system  is  ever  connected  to  the  internet  at  any  point  -  either  when  votes  are  being  cast  or  when  they 
are  being  counted.  (Section  129.054  Texas  Election  Code) 

•  Only  software  certified  by  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  can  be  loaded  on  a  computer  used  for  counting  or 
accurnuiating  voce  cotais.  (Section  129.053,  iexas  Eieccion  Code) 

•  Before  and  after  use  each  day,  all  voting  systems  are  sealed  with  locks  and  with  seals  with  unique  serial 
numbers,  and  all  election  workers  must  follow  proper  chain  of  custody  procedures  during  the  election,  including 
a  careful  tracking  of  the  serial  numbers  used  to  seal  the  machines  at  the  end  of  each  period  of  voting.  (Secs. 
129.051, 129.053,  Texas  Election  Code) 

•  While  voting  is  occurring,  election  judges  are  required  to  periodically  inspect  the  equipment  to  ensure  there  is 
no  tampering  or  damage  to  the  equipment  (.Section  125.00.5,  Texas  Flection  Code). 

•  All  voting  systems  are  tested  three  times,  twice  before  the  machines  are  used  in  the  election  and  once 
immediately  after.  The  tests  consist  of  a  deck  of  ballots  being  voted  on  the  machines  and  then  tabulated  to 
ensure  that  the  machine  results  are  correct  and  match  the  test  stack  of  ballots.  The  machines  cannot  be  used  or 
deployed  until  the  test  is  100%  successful.  Note  that  one  of  the  tests  conducted  before  the  machines  are  used 
in  an  election  is  open  to  the  public,  and  notice  of  this  test  is  published  in  a  local  paper.  Each  political  party  has 
the  right  to  submit  names  of  individuals  to  represent  that  party  on  the  testing  board  and  thus  every  county 
usually  has  a  testing  board  that  consists  of  at  least  one  person  from  each  political  party.  (Sec.  129.023  and 
Subchapter  D,  Chapter  127,  Texas  Election  Code). 

•  The  election  worker  at  the  polling  place  (both  during  early  voting  and  election  day)  must  confirm  that  there  are 
zero  votes  cast  at  the  opening  of  voting  and  at  the  end  of  voting  they  must  compare  the  number  of  ballots  cast 
to  the  number  of  voters  that  have  checked-in  on  the  poll  list.  (Advisory  2014-06, 127.068,  Texas  Election  Code) 

•  Background  checks  are  required  for  all  personnel  that  prepare,  test  or  service  all  voting  system  equipment. 

(Sec.  129.051,  Texas  Election  Code) 
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•  Poll  watchers  are  allowed  to  observe  at  all  early  voting  and  election  day  polling  locations  and  at  the  central 
counting  or  accumulation  station  where  ballots  are  being  counted  or  vote  totals  accumulated.  (Chapter  33, 
Texas  Election  Code) 

•  A  post-election  audit  (partial  manual  count)  is  required  for  all  elections  that  have  paper  ballots.  (Sec.  127.201, 
Texas  Election  Code). 

•  The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  authority  to  conduct  a  manual  or  electronic  recount  of  any  election  using 
electronic  voting  systems  (Sec.  127.202,  Texas  Election  Code). 

Most  of  this  is  outlined  in  Section  5  of  the  Electronic  Voting  System  Procedures  Advisory  2014-06  located  here. 

Our  office  has  also  taken  the  following  steps  to  further  strengthen  election  infrastructure  security  in  the  State  of  Texas; 

•  Established  effective  communication  protocols  with  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security  (DHS)  to  coordinate 
cybersecurity  monitoring  and  response. 

•  Engaged  in  a  pilot  program  with  DHS  and  the  Multi-State  Information  Sharing  &  Analysis  Center  (MS-ISAC), 
which  helped  develop  and  improve  information  sharing  protocols  between  the  federal  government  and  the 
states  in  the  realm  of  election  security. 

•  Instituted  multi-factor  authentication  for  election  officials  to  ensure  that  only  those  who  are  authorized  to  do 
so  can  gain  access  to  the  statewide  voter  registration  database. 

•  Installed  an  active  Albert  sensor  on  our  voter  registration  database  that  alerts  our  agency  when  any  suspicious 
cyber-activity  occurs. 

•  Submitted  our  proposal  to  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC)  for  implementing  new  cybersecurity 
and  election  security  measures  -  both  at  the  state  and  local  levels  -  using  funds  from  the  2018  HAVA 
disbursement  to  states  for  election  security. 

Additionally,  Texas'  Director  of  Elections,  Keith  Ingram,  testified  on  Texas'  election  security  during  a  Texas  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  Election  Security  hearing  on  February  22,  2018.  You  can  watch  the  video  here  to  learn  more  details  about 
our  office's  work  to  enhance  the  security  of  Texas'  election  infrastructure. 

As  always,  our  Elections  and  Information  Technology  officials  are  working  tirelessly  to  ensure  that  every  eligible  Texas 
voter  can  casta  ballot  with  confidence.  If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  let  us  know. 

Below  are  the  full  text  of  selected  Election  Code  provisions  that  relate  to  election  security. 

•  Pre-Election  Security  Procedures:  Subchaoter  C.  Chapter  129  outlines  our  general  voting  system  security 

procedures. 

Sec.  129.051.  Pre-election  security  procedure. 

(a)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  and  maintain  an  inventory  of  all  electronic  information 
storage  media. 

(b)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  develop  a  procedure  for  tracking  the  custody  of  each 
electronic  information  storage  medium  from  its  storage  location,  through  election  coding  and  the  election 
process,  to  its  final  post-election  disposition  and  return  to  storage.  The  chain  of  custody  must  require  two  or 
more  individuals  to  perform  a  check  and  verification  check  whenever  a  transfer  of  custody  occurs. 

(c)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  establish  a  secured  location  for  storing  electronic  information 
storage  media  when  not  in  use,  coding  a  medium  for  an  election,  transferring  and  installing  the 

medium  into  voting  system  equipment,  and  storing  voting  system  equipment  after  election  parameters  are 
loaded. 

(d)  An  election  information  storage  medium  shall  be  kept  in  the  presence  of  an  election  official  or  in  a  secured 
location  once  the  medium  has  been  coded  for  an  election. 

(e)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  procedure  for  tracking  the  custody  of  voting  system 
equipment  once  election  parameters  are  loaded. 
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(f)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  recovery  plan  to  be  followed  if  a  breach  in  security 
procedures  is  indicated.  This  plan  must  include  Immediately  notifying  the  secretary  of  state. 

(g)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  conduct  a  criminal  background  check  for  relevant  election 
officials,  staff,  and  temporary  workers  upon  hiring. 


Sec.  129.052.  Transport  of  voting  system  equipment,  (a)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall 
adopt  procedures  for  securely  storing  and  transporting  voting  system  equipment.  The  procedures  shall  include 
provisions  for  locations  outside  the  direct  control  of  the  general  custodian  of  election  records,  including 
overnight  storage  at  a  polling  location.  Procedures  relating  to  the  chain  of  custody  must  require  two  or  more 
individuals  to  perform  a  check  and  verification  check  whenever  a  transfer  of  custody  occurs. 

(b)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  recovery  plan  to  be  followed  if  a  breach  in  security 
procedures  is  indicated.  This  plan  must  include  immediately  notifying  the  secretary  of  state. 

(c)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  provide  a  training  plan  for  relevant  election  officials,  staff, 
and  temporary  workers  that  addresses  the  procedures  authorized  under  this  section. 

Sec.  129.053.  Access  to  voting  system  equipment.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  secure 
access  control  keys  or  passwords  to  voting  system  equipment.  Use  of  access  control  keys  dr  passwords  must 
be  witnessed  by  one  or  more  individuals  authorized  to  use  that  information.  The  use  of  an  access  control  key 
or  password  must  be  documented  and  witnessed  in  a  log  dedicated  for  that  purpose  that  is  retained  until  the 
political  subdivision  disposes  of  the  equipment. 

Sec.  129.054.  Network  connections  and  wireless  technology,  (a)  A  voting  system  rnay  not  be  connected  to 
any  external  communications  network,  including  the  Internet. 

(b)  A  voting  system  may  not  have  the  capability  of  permitting  wireless  communication  unless  the  system  uses 
iine-of-sight  infrared  technology  that  shields  the  transmitter  and  receiver  from  external  infrared 
transmissions  and  the  system  can  only  accept  transmissions  generated  by  the  system. 

Sec.  129.055.  Equipment  and  software.  The  sole  purpose  of  voting  system  equipment  is  the  conduct  of  an 
election,  and  only  software  certified  by  the  secretary  of  state  and  necessary  for  an  election  may  be  loaded  on 

.1.^  '.q  jipi'.ier.t. 


Sec.  129.056.  Plan  for  machine  failure.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  contingency 
plan  for  addressing  direct  recording  electronic  voting  machine  failure.  This  plan  must  include  the  timely 
notification  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  129.057.  Use  of  machine  In  early  voting.  A  direct  recording  electronic  voting  machine  deployed  for  early 
voting  may  not  be  deployed  on  election  day 

in  the  polling  place:  Chapter  125  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  provides  procedures  on  inspecting  equipment  at 

the  polling  place  before  the  polls  open,  during  the  course  of  the  election,  and  after  the  polls  close. 


Sec.  125.005.  Maintaining  security  of  equipment  during  voting,  (a)  The  presiding  judge  shall  periodically 
have  an  election  officer  inspect  the  voting  system  equipment  for  ta  mpering  and  damage  while  Voting  is  in 
process. 

(b)  If  any  tampering  or  damage  is  discovered,  the  inspecting  officer  shall  immediately  stop  use  of  the 
equipment  and  report  to  the  presiding  judge,  who  shall  promptly  take  appropriate  action. 

Sec.  125.061.  Inspecting  equipment  at  polling  place,  (a)  Before  opening  a  polling  place  for  voting  on  election 
day,  the  presiding  judge  shall  inspect  any  electronic  voting  system  equipment  installed  at  the  polling  place  to 
determine  whether  it  is  installed  and  functioning  properly. 

(b)  The  presiding  judge  shall  take  appropriate  corrective  action  if  the  equipment  is  not  installed  or  functioning 

3 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000575 


properly. 


Sec.  125.063.  Securing  equipment  on  close  of  voting.  On  the  close  of  voting  at  each  polling  place  at  which 
electronic  voting  system  equipment  is  used,  an  election  officer  shall  secure  or  inactivate  the  equipment  as 
prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  state  so  that  its  unauthorized  operation  is  prevented. 


Thank  you  for  all  of  your  hard  work  and  dedication  to  elections.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or 
concerns.  We  are  always  happy  to  assist  in  any  way  that  we  can. 

Thank  you, 

Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director--  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  1  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(a>sos.texas.eov  [  www.sos.texas.gov/eiections 


PaWEREBBYTHE  rEX4SSfCT£raRK0Tg«rf 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  os  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  ore  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  July  25,  2018  2:09  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CCA'R/EA-2018  EAVS  survey 
2018  EAVS.PDF 


Hello  Everyone, 


I  am  excited  to  share  with  you  the  2018  edition  of  the  EAVS  survey.  This  is  the  survey  that  will  have  to  be  completed 
after  the  election  this  November.  If  you  have  been  doing  this  a  while  you  will  notice  some  differences.  I  have  been 
working  with  Ann  McGeehan  and  a  group  sponsored  by  the  Council  of  State  Governments  and  the  Federal  Voting 
Assistance  Program  to  improve  this  survey.  We  have  worked  on  the  instructions,  the  questions  and  the  format.  The 
main  difference  for  this  year's  survey  is  that  the  instructions  are  integrated  with  the  questions  instead  of  in  a  separate 
document.  Hopefully  this  will  make  it  easier  for  you  as  you  go  through  the  survey. 

The  goal  of  these  changes  as  well  as  sending  it  out  now  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  data  received.  This  is  an  open 
book  test  with  lots  of  time  for  you  to  ask  about  what  is  being  sought  and  where  to  get  the  data.  Importantly,  we  will 
have  folks  from  FVAP  and  the  EAC  at  the  seminar  next  week.  It  would  be  very  helpful  if  you  could  look  through  the 
survey  and  come  to  the  seminar  ready  to  ask  them  specific  questions  about  the  survey  and  what  they  expect. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  partnership  in  this  effort.  Better  data  gives  better  insight  into  what  is  actually  happening 
in  elections  across  the  country.  Let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXAS.eOV 

POWERED  BVIHE  TEXAS  SECRETARY  SfSTAT^  t 


The  information  contained  in  thin  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  invoived. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  August  03,  2018  4:22  PM 

Mass  Email  —  CC/EA/VR  —  Cybersecurity  Survey  and  Contact  Information 


Dear  County  Election  Officials, 

Pursuant  to  HB  8  (85*”  Legislature  RS  2018),  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  has  been  charged  with  completing  a 
report  to  the  legislature  on  Election  Cybersecurity.  As  part  of  the  report,  we  are  required  to  provide  information  about 
the  vulnerabilities  and  risks  associated  with  county  voting  systems.  To  assist  our  office  in  gathering  data  for  this  report, 
we  have  prepared  a  short  survey  on  County  Election  and  Information  Security  practices.  This  survey  is 
anonymous  and  your  participation  is  optional.  We  hope  that  you  would  please  consider  taking  a  few  minutes  of  your 
time  to  complete  the  survey  as  it  will  help  us  get  a  better  picture  of  the  security  practices  that  are  in  use  in  our  Texas 
Counties. 

The  survey  should  take  approximately  10  minutes  to  complete.  To  begin  the  survey,  please  clink  this 
link;  httD$://www.survevmonkev.com/r/2018-texas-securitv-survev. 

Additionally,  we  are  building  a  list  of  email  contacts  for  relevant  county  IT  staff.  If  you  or  someone  in  your  office 
would  like  to  receive  emails  and  information  from  our  IT  department  related  to  security,  please  completed  the 
following  questionnaire  Technical  Contacts  for  SOS  Updates. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance.  If  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns,  please  contact  us  at 
eiectionsecuritv@sos.texas.gov. 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §3 1. 004  of  the  Texas  Eiection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  August  07,  2018  10:48  AM 
Elections  Internet 

FW:  MASS  EMAIL— CC/VR/EA/— Securing  the  Texas  Election  Systems 
Quad9.pdf;  Belfer  Communications  Guide.pdf;  Beifer  Campaign  Piaybook.pdf;  Belfer 
State  and  Local  Piaybook.pdf;  CIS  Elections  Handbook,pdf;  MS-ISAC  Services  Guide.pdf; 
DHS  Resource  Guide.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  we  mentioned  at  the  seminar  last  week,  we  sent  an  email  back  in  May  with  security  services  and  ideas.  I  am 
resending  it  and  encouraging  everyone  who  hasn't  done  so  yet  to  please  join  the  El-ISAC  highlighted  below.  I  will 
forward  a  couple  of  email  alerts  that  the  El-ISAC  sent  out  earlier  this  year  separately  so  you  can  see  the  kind  of 
information  that  you  can  be  receiving  from  them  for  free.  Your  county  IT  folks  will  want  to  join  the  MS-ISAC  for  more 
technical  information  on  threats. 

As  we  also  mentioned,  be  very  alert  to  phLshing  attempts  in  your  email  If  you  have  any  questions  about  any  email, 
please  send  it  to  our  IT  security  folks  at  electionsecuritv(5)sos.texas.gov. 


Keith 


From:  Elections  Internet 

Sent:  Wednesday,  May  16,  2018  2:38  PM 

To:  E  lectio  ns- Atto  rneys  <Eiections-Atto  rnevs  (S)so$ .  texa  s.gov> 

Subject:  MASS  EMA!L-CC/VR/EA/CSO-Securing  the  Texas  Election  Systems 

Hello  Everyone, 

As  you  know,  the  2016  election  and  events  since  then  have  caused  heightened  interest  in  ensuring  that  elections  are 
secure.  Local  election  officials  have  responsibility  for  insuring  both  the  cybersecurity  and  physical  security  of  data  and 
equipment  used  in  administering  elections.  The  elections  division  and  the  IT  division  here  at  the  Secretary  of  State  have 
compiled  a  list  of  resources  available  at  no  cost  that  will  be  beneficial  to  you  as  you  enhance  the  security  of  elections  in 
Texas.  We  will  continue  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  additional  resources  for  you  to  use  in  this  important  endeavor, 

•  The  non-profit  Center  for  Internet  Security  (CIS)  operates  both  the  Elections  Infrastructure  Information 
Sharing  and  Analysis  Center  (El-ISAC),  and  Multi-State  Information  Sharing  and  Analysis  Center  (MS- 
ISAC).  These  organizations  provide  timely  and  useful  cybersecurity  alerts.  They  seek  to  gather  information 
from  individual  member  organizations  and  share  anonymized  analysis  and  recommendations  back  to  the 
entire  membership.  El-ISAC  products  are  tailored  to  the  needs  of  the  election  community,  while  MS-ISAC 
products  are  suited  for  the  wider  state  and  local  government  audience.  Both  organizations  provide  a  wealth 
of  free  and  low-cost  resources.  CIS  provides  a  Handbook  for  Elections  Security  that  is  geared  toward  a  more 
technical  audience.  We  strongly  recommend  that  you  take  full  advantage  of  these  resources  by  Joining 
the  El-ISAC  and  MS-ISAC. 

>  El-  ISAC:  httDs://learn.cisecuritv.org/ei-isac-registration 

>  MS-ISAC;  https://www.cisecuritv.org/ms-isac/ 

>  CIS  Handbook  for  Elections  Security:  https://www.cisecuritv.org/elections-resources/ 
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•  The  U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  also  offers  many  no-cost  services  and  resources  to  state  and 
local  government  organizations  and  is  currently  prioritizing  elections  infrastructure  for  access  to  their 
services. 

>  https://www.dhs.gov/topic/election-securitv 

•  The  Belfer  Center  at  Harvard  has  created  several  guides  that  may  be  helpful: 

>  The  State  and  Local  Election  Cybersecurity  Playbook:  https://www, belfercenter.org/publication/state- 

and-local-election-cvbersecuritv-plavbook 

>  The  Cybersecurity  Campaign  Playbook:  https://www.belfercenter.org/CvberPlavbook 

>  The  Election  Cyber  Incident  Communications  Coordination 

Guide:  https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/election-cvber-incident-communications- 

coordination-guide 

•  The  National  Cyber  Awareness  System  also  offers  a  no-cost  subscription  to  informational  products.  These 
products  are  designed  to  improve  situational  awareness  among  technical  and  non-technical  audiences  by 
providing  current  information  on  cybersecurity  threats  and  issues. 

>  https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas 

•  The  non-profit  Global  Cyber  Alliance  has  partnered  with  major  global  cyber  security  organizations  to  create 
the  Q.uad9  project  to  aid  organizations  in  preventing  their  systems  from  being  infected  with  malicious 
software  as  well  as  to  combat  phishing  attempts  (attempts  to  trick  users  into  clicking  on  malicious  links  or 
attachments  in  email).  By  having  your  technical  staff  make  a  simple  change  to  your  network  configuration, 
this  service  can  help  prevent  damage  to  your  systems.  This  is  a  relatively  simple,  no-cost  countermeasure 
against  Internet  based  malware. 

>  Quad  9:  https://www.quad9.net/ 

As  I  mentioned  above,  SOS  technical  and  elections  staff  will  continue  to  seek  out  and  highlight  resources  that  we  feel 
may  be  of  use  to  you.  Look  for  additional  information  in  the  near  future.  We  look  forward  to  working  together  to 
ensure  the  confidentiality,  integrity,  and  availability  of  Texas  election  systems.  Please  reach  out  to  us  with  questions  or 
comments  at;  electionsecuritv(asos.texas.gov 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  SmUMRY afSTATi  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  iaw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legai  rights  are  involved. 
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INTERNET  SECURITN 
&  PRIVACY  IN  FOUR 
SIMPLE  STEPS 


Quad 


Put  your  DNS  to  Work  today.  ■  ’  v 

Quad9  is  a  free  security  solution  that  uses  DNS  to  protect  your  system  against  the  most  common 
cyber  threats.  It  improves  your  system's  performance  plus  it  preserves  and  protects  your  privacy. 

It's  like  an  immunization  for  your  computer. 


What  is  DNS? 

Every  website  has  a  numerical  address  -  known  as  an  IP  (Internet  Protocol)  address.  DNS  (Domain  Name  Server) 
is  what  translates  these  numerical  IP  addresses  into  readable  domain  names  we  all  know  and  remember.  If  your 
DNS  settings  are  not  working  correctly,  or  you're  using  the  default  setting,  you  may  be  at  risk  for  cybercrime  and 
performance  issues. 


Quad9  routes  your  DNS  queries  through  a  secure  network  of  servers  around  the  globe.  The  system  uses  threat 
intelligence  from  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  industry’s  leading  cyber  security  companies,  to  give  a  real-time 
perspective  on  what  websites  are  safe,  and  what  sites  are  known  to  include  malware  or  other  threats.  If  the 
system  detects  that  the  site  you  want  to  reach  is  known  to  be  infected,  you'll  automatically  be  blocked  from  entry 

-  keeping  your  data  and  computer  safe. 


STEP  1: 

SEARCH  QUERY 
www.example.net 


QUAD9.NET  DNS  SERVER  •  9. 9. 9. 9 


■  STEP  2: 

CHECK  CACHE 

1^  and  return 

result  if  found 


STEP  3; 

CHECK  THREAT  LIST 

12  Match  Found; 

Return  Block  Reply 


example.net  nameserver 


J 


199.43.133.53 


WWW 


93.184.216.34 


'  _  STEP  4: 

@  QUERY  ROOT/TLD 
■■  -  SERVERS 


STEP  5: 

QUERY  AUTHORITATIVE 
SERVER 


example.net  nameserver 
199.43.133.53 


Who  Should  Set  Up  Quad9? 

Setting  up  Quad9  requires  just  a  simple  configuration  change.  Most  organizations  or  home  users  can  update  in 
minutes  by  changing  DNS  settings  in  the  central  DHCP  server  or  home  internet  router  which  will  update  al!  clients 
and  connected  devices  in  a  few  minutes  with  no  action  needed  at  end  devices  at  all.  The  service  is  and  will  remain 
freely  available  to  anyone  wishing  to  use  it.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  benefits: 

INDIVIDUALS: 

Increase  your  security,  protect  your  devices,  and  reduce  your  risk  of  becoming  a  victim  of  cyber  crime. 


BUSINESS  USERS: 

Better  secure  your  network,  protect  your  digital  assets  and  customers,  reduce  the  risk  of 
malicious  threats  such  as  email  fraud,  malware  and  ransomware. 


THREAT  INTELLIGENCE  PROVIDERS: 

Collaborate  with  a  global  community  of  peers  to  take  action  on  cybercrime  and  malware. 


APPLIANCE  MANUFACTURERS: 

Ensure  your  loT  products  aren't  putting  consumers  at  risk  through  unknown  vulnerabilities. 
Block  botnet  command-and-controi  requests  before  they  cause  harm! 


Security: 

A  combined  pool  of 
malicious  sites  from  more 
than  18  leading  vendors 
and  sources. 


Privacy: 

Quads  does  not  collect 
any  personally  identifiable 
information. 


► 

Performance: 

A  global  service  with  an 
infrastructure  to  match. 


Free  and  easy  to  use: 

Free  and  easy  to  set  up.  A 
few  minutes  is  all  it  takes 
to  configure  your  devices. 


To  learn  more,  including  how  easy  it  is  to  set  up  Quad9  for  your  DNS  service, 
visitthewebsiteatQuad9.net. 


sN  COLIA&ORATION  WITH 


»aci(»l  Clearing  Heu*» 


GLOBAL 
<h)  CYBER 

ALLIANCE 


Quad 


Quad9.net 


HARVARDKennedySchool 


G  DIGITAL  DEMOCRACY 

[  MAY  2018 


BELFER  CENTER 

for  Science  and  International  Affairs 
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Welcome 


People  join  campaigns  for  different  reasons:  electing  a  leader  they  believe  in,  advancing  an 
agenda,  cleaning  up  government,  or  experiencing  the  rush  and  adrenaline  of  campaign  life.  These 
are  some  of  the  reasons  we  got  involved  in  politics.  We  certainly  didn’t  sign  up  because  we  wanted 
to  become  cyber  experts  and  we’re  guessing  you  didn’t  either. 

We  come  from  different  political  parties  and  don’t  agree  on  much  when  it  comes  to  public  policy, 
but  one  thing  uniting  us  is  the  belief  that  American  voters  should  decide  our  elections  and  no  one 
else.  Our  increasingly  digital  way  of  living  and  working  offers  new  ways  for  adversaries  to  influ¬ 
ence  our  campaigns  and  elections.  While  you  don’t  need  to  be  a  cyber  expert  to  run  a  successful 
campaign,  you  do  have  a  responsibility  to  protect  your  candidate  and  organization  from  adversar¬ 
ies  in  the  digital  space.  That’s  why  Defending  Digital  Democracy,  a  project  of  Harvard  Kennedy 
School’s  Belfer  Center  for  Science  and  International  Affairs,  created  this  Cybersecurity  Campaign 
Playbook. 

The  information  assembled  here  is  for  any  campaign  in  any  party.  It  was  designed  to  give  you 
simple,  actionable  information  that  will  make  your  campaign’s  information  more  secure  from 
adversaries  trying  to  attack  your  organization — and  our  democracy 

Most  of  all,  we  hope  this  resource  allows  you  to  spend  more  time  on  what  you  signed  up 
for — campaigning. 

Good  luck. 


Robby  Mook  Matt  Rhoades 

Hillary  Clinton  201 6  Campaign  Manager  Mitt  Romney  2012  Campaign  Manager 
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The  Playbook  Approach 


A  bipartisan  team  of  experts  in  cybersecurity,  politics  and  law  wrote  this  Cybersecurity  Campaign 
Playbook  to  provide  simple,  actionable  ways  of  countering  the  growing  cyber  threat. 

Cyber  adversaries  don’t  discriminate.  Campaigns  at  all  levels  — not  just  presidential  campaigns— 
have  been  hacked.  You  should  assume  that  you  are  a  target.  While  the  recommendations  in  this 
playbook  apply  universally,  it  is  primarily  intended  for  campaigns  that  do  not  have  the  resources 
to  hire  full-time,  professional  cybersecurity  stalf.  We  offer  basic  building  blocks  to  a  cybersecu¬ 
rity  risk  mitigation  strategy  that  people  without  technical  training  can  implement  (although  we 
include  some  suggestions  that  will  require  the  help  of  an  IT  professional). 

These  are  baseline  recommendations,  not  a  comprehensive  reference  to  achieve  the  highest  level 
of  security  possible.  We  encourage  all  campaigns  to  enlist  professional  input  from  credentialed  IT 
and  cybersecurity  professionals  whenever  possible. 


Introduction 


Candidates  and  campaigns  face  a  daunting  array  of  challenges.  There  are  events  to  organize, 
volunteers  to  recruit,  funds  to  raise,  and  the  relentless  demands  of  the  modern  media  cycle.  Every 
staffer  must  anticipate  unfortunate  surprises  like  gaffes  or  a  last-minute  attack  ad.  Cyber  attacks 
now  belong  on  this  list  as  well. 

As  campaigns  have  become  increasingly  digital,  adversaries  have  found  new  opportunities  to 
meddle,  disrupt,  and  steal.  In  2008,  Chinese  hackers  infiltrated  the  Obama  and  McCain  cam¬ 
paigns,  and  stole  large  quantities  of  information  from  both.  In  2012,  the  Obama  and  Romney 
campaigns  each  faced  hacking  attempts  against  their  networks  and  websites.  In  2016,  cyber 
operatives  believed  to  be  sponsored  by  Russia  stole  and  leaked  tens  of  thousands  of  emails  and 
documents  from  Democratic  campaign  staff. 
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Tlie  consequences  of  a  cyber  breach  can  be  substantial.  News  of  a  breach  itself,  compounded  by 
a  slow-drip  release  of  stolen  information,  can  derail  a  candidate’s  message  for  months.  Attackers 
overloading  a  website  can  lead  to  lost  donations  at  key  moments.  The  theft  of  personal  donor 
data  can  generate  significant  legal  liabilities  and  make  donors  reluctant  to  contribute  to  a  cam¬ 
paign.  Destructive  attacks  aimed  at  staff  computers  or  critical  campaign  servers  can  slow  down 
campaign  operations  for  days  or  even  weeks.  Cleaning  up  the  resulting  mess  will  divert  precious 
resources  in  the  heat  of  a  close  race,  whether  it’s  for  president  or  city  council. 

For  the  foreseeable  future,  cyber  threats  will  remain  a  real  part  of  our  campaign  process.  As 
democracy’s  front  line,  campaign  staff  must  recognize  the  risk  of  an  attack,  develop  a  strategy  to 
reduce  that  risk  as  much  as  possible,  and  implement  response  strategies  for  that  moment  when 
the  worst  happens.  While  no  campaign  can  achieve  perfect  security,  taking  a  few  simple  steps 
can  make  it  much  harder  for  malicious  actors  to  do  harm.  Ironically,  the  most  sophisticated  state 
actors  often  choose  the  least  sophisticated  methods  of  attack,  preying  on  people  and  organizations 
who  neglect  basic  security  protocols.  That  is  our  primary  reason  for  creating  this  Cybersecurity 
Campaign  Playbook. 

In  today’s  campaigns,  cybersecurity  is  everyone's  responsibility.  Human  error  has  consistently 
been  the  root  cause  of  publicized  cyber  attacks,  and  it’s  up  to  the  candidate  and  campaign 
leaders  to  weave  security  awareness  into  the  culture  of  the  organization.  The  decisions  humans 
make  are  just  as  important  as  the  software  they  use.  Going  forward,  the  best  campaigns  will  have 
clear  standards  for  hard  work,  staying  on  message,  being  loyal  to  the  team — and  following  good 
security  protocol. 

Before  we  get  into  our  recommendations,  let's  quickly  frame  the  problem: 
the  environment  in  which  your  campaign  is  operating: 
the  threats  your  campaign  will  likely  face:  and, 
the  importance  of  cyber  risk  management. 
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The  Vulnerable  Campaign  Environment 


Today’s  campaigns  are  uniquely  soft  targets,  'they’re  inherently  temporary  and  transient.  'They 
don’t  have  the  time  or  money  to  develop  long-term,  well-tested  security  strategies.  Large  num¬ 
bers  of  new  staff  are  often  onboarded  quickly  without  much  time  for  training.  'They  may  bring 
their  own  hardware  from  home  and  the  malware  lurking  on  it.  Events  move  quickly,  the  stakes 
are  high,  and  people  feel  that  they  don’t  have  time  to  care  about  cybersecurity.  There  are  a  lot  of 
opportunities  for  something  to  go  wrong. 

At  the  same  time,  campaigns  rely  more  and  more  on  proprietary  information  about  voters, 
donors,  and  public  opinion.  They  also  store  sensitive  documents  like  opposition  research,  vul¬ 
nerability  studies,  personnel  vetting  documents,  first-draft  policy  papers,  and  emails  on  various 
servers.  "The  risks  of  a  potential  attack  are  increasing  and  so  are  the  consequences. 


THE  DANGER  OF  AN  ATTACK: 

Picture  this:  !t's  a  month  before  Election  Day,  and  the  race  is  tight.  You  arrive  at 
headquarters  early,  fire  up  the  coffee  maker,  get  to  your  desk,  and  log  into  your 
computer.  A  black  screen  pops  up,  then  a  gruesome  cartoon  of  your  candidate,  followed 
bv  a  message.  Your  hard  drives  have  been  wiped  clean.  Every  digital  bit  of  information 
you’ve  gathered— memos,  targeting  lists,  balance  sheets— is  gone.  Getting  it  back,  you 
read,  will  cost  a  coo!  million  in  Bitcoin  and  the  renunciation  of  a  major  policy  position. 

An  unidentified  group  hacked  into  your  computer  months  ago,  and  has  been  quietly 
stealing  emails,  strategy  memos,  donors’  addresses,  and  staffers’  Social  Security 
numbers.  The  group  has  spent  weeks  combing  through  the  bounty  in  .search  of  dirty 
laundry  and  created  an  easy-to-use  website  dedicated  solely  to  distributing  the 
highlights.  Prominently  featured  is  a  lengthy  “seif  research"  book  on  your  candidate.  For 
now,  the  campaign’s  website  is  down,  its  social  media  accounts  have  been  suspended 
for  pushing  out  lewd  images,  and  there's  not  a  working  computer  in  sight. 
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The  Threats  Campaigns  Face 


Unfortunately  for  campaigns  and  our  country,  foreign  adversaries  may  think  that  harming  or 
helping  a  particular  candidate  advances  their  national  interest,  whether  that  means  creating  chaos 
and  confusion  among  American  voters,  or  punishing  an  official  who  has  spoken  out  against  them. 
This  may  sound  like  thriller  fiction,  but  the  reality  is  that  a  sophisticated  foreign  intelligence 
service,  cybercriminal  or  hacktivist  with  a  grudge  against  a  candidate,  could  decide  that  you  or 
someone  on  your  campaign  is  a  target. 

These  are  the  sorts  of  threats  managers  and  staffers  have  to  realize  are  possible. 


WHO'S  HACKING? 

Campaigns  face  information  and  cybersecurity  threats  from  a  wide  array  of  actors. 
Lone  "black  hat"  hackers  and  cybercriminals  have  tried  compromising  campaigns  for 
reasons  of  personal  gain,  notoriety,  or  the  simple  desire  to  see  if  they  could.  Nation¬ 
states  pose  the  most  dedicated  and  persistent  threat.  Russian  espionage  groups 
known  as  "Fancy  Bear"  (APT  28)  and  “Cozy  Bear"  (APT  29)  were  implicated  in  the  2016 
campaign  hacks.  The  Chinese  have  focused  much  more  on  information  gathering.  They 
are  believed  to  have  been  active  in  the  2008  and  2012  presidential  campaigns,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  they  released  any  stolen  materials.  The  North  Koreans  infamously 
retaliated  against  Sony  Pictures  Entertainment  for  producing  the  film,  The  Interview,  by 
stealing  and  releasing  company  emails  and  wiping  their  systems.  Heightening  tensions 
with  the  United  States  could  prompt  more  attacks  in  the  future. 
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Managing  Cyber 


Risk  is  best  understood  in  three  parts.  First,  there  are  vulnerabilities:  weaknesses  in  your  cam¬ 
paign  that  make  information  susceptible  to  theft,  alteration,  or  destruction.  Vulnerabilities  can 
originate  in  hardware,  software,  processes,  and  in  the  vigilance  level  of  your  staff.  Then  there  are 
actual  threats:  the  nation-states,  hacktivists,  and  other  nonstate  groups  with  the  capability  to 
exploit  those  vulnerabilities.  Risk  exists  where  vulnerabilities  and  threats  meet.  Lastly,  there  are 
consequences — the  impact  when  malicious  actors  capitalize  on  unmitigated  risk. 

There’s  little  you  or  your  campaign  can  do  to  prevent  threats  themselves— they  are  the  result 
of  larger  geopolitical,  economic,  and  social  forces.  What  you  can  do  is  substantially  reduce  the 
likelihood  that  your  adversaries  will  succeed  by  reducing  your  own  vulnerability.  Reducing  vul¬ 
nerability  reduces  risk— it’s  up  to  you  to  decide  which  ones  are  most  essential  to  address  based  on 
the  possible  consequences.  For  example,  you  may  decide  that  the  most  damaging  thing  a  hacker 
could  do  is  to  steal  your  candidate’s  self  research  report.  In  response,  you  devote  extra  resources 
for  secure  cloud-based  storage,  use  two-factor  authentication,  and  restrict  access  to  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  people.  You  may  decide  to  make  other  documents  on  the  campaign  more  widely  available 
and  less  secure,  since  more  people  need  them  to  do  their  jobs  and  they  wouldn’t  cause  much  dam¬ 
age  if  they  were  leaked. 

There  are  technical  aspects  to  risk  mitigation,  but  what  matters  most  is  that  you  take  a  holistic 
approach.  As  a  campaign  leader,  you  must  make  fundamental  choices,  such  as  who  has  access 
to  information,  what  information  is  kept  or  discarded,  how  much  time  you  devote  to  security 
training,  and  how  you  behave  as  a  role  model.  As  a  campaign  professional,  risk  management  is 
your  responsibility— both  technical  and  human.  It’s  up  to  you  to  decide  what  data  and  systems  are 
most  valuable  and  what  resources  you  commit  to  protect  them. 
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Securing  Your  Campaign 


Our  security  recommendations  are  organized  according  to  three  principles: 

Prepare 

The  success  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  Playbook’s  recommendations  depends  on  the 
campaign  manager  creating  a  culture  of  security  vigilance  that  minimizes  weak  links. 
That  means  establishing  clear  ground  rules  that  are  enforced  from  the  top  down  and 
are  embraced  from  the  bottom  up. 

Protect 

Protection  is  critical.  When  you  discover  you  have  a  security  problem,  it  is  already  too 
late.  Building  the  strongest  defenses  that  time  and  money  allow  is  key  to  reducing  risk. 
Internet  and  data  security  works  best  in  layers:  there  is  no  single,  bulletproof  tech¬ 
nology  or  product.  A  few  basic  measures  used  in  combination  can  make  a  campaigns 
digital  architecture  more  difficult  to  breach  and  more  resilient  if  compromised. 

Persist 

Campaigns  now  face  adversaries  with  ever-increasing  levels  of  resources  and  exper¬ 
tise;  even  the  most  vigilant  culture  and  the  toughest  infrastructure  may  not  prevent  a 
security  breach.  Campaigns  need  to  develop  a  plan  ahead  of  time  to  deal  with  a  breach 
if  one  occurs. 

Some  campaigns  have  more  time  and  money  for  cybersecurity  than  others.  That’s  why  our  rec¬ 
ommendations  offer  two  tiers  of  protection:  “good”  and  “enhanced.”  The  “good”  tier  represents 
everything  a  campaign  must  do  to  have  a  minimum  level  of  security.  Using  the  “good”  recom¬ 
mendations  in  a  piecemeal  fashion  will  leave  you  vulnerable.  You  should  always  aspire  to  do  more 
as  time,  money,  and  people  allow,  which  is  why  we  recommend  using  the  “enhanced”  level  when¬ 
ever  possible.  If  you  have  the  resources  to  get  reputable,  trained  IT  support,  it’s  money  well  spent. 
Threats  are  constantly  evolving  and  professional  IT  services  will  help  get  you  beyond  what  this 
playbook  provides  and  keep  you  abreast  of  the  latest  threats  and  solutions. 
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Management 

Campaign  managers  need  to  take  responsibility  for  their  cybersecurity  strategy,  but  most  will  del¬ 
egate  development  and  supervision  to  a  deputy  or  operations  director.  Its  important  that  cyber¬ 
security  is  tightly  integrated  into  HR  and  IT  work,  since  correctly  onboarding  staff,  provisioning 
hardware,  and  controlling  permissions  will  be  critical  to  your  strategy.  Many  small  campaigns 
will  rely  on  volunteer  support  for  IT  and  cybersecurity.  You  can  use  this  playbook  to  guide  your 
discussion  with  your  volunteer  support.  The  key  is  to  carefully  vet  the  volunteers  who  support 
you  and  carefully  control  access,  so  that  volunteer  support  doesn’t  create  new  vulnerabilities.  You 
should  make  sure  a  campaign  staffer  is  supervising  IT  work  and  controlling  permission  to  access 
different  systems. 

When  To  Start 

Whatever  support  model  you  have,  cybersecurity  should  start  on  Day  One.  What  follows  is  a  “top 
five  checklist”  of  measures  that  are  absolutely  vital.  Make  sure  these  are  in  place  at  the  very  begin¬ 
ning,  even  if  there  are  just  one  or  two  staff,  then  complete  the  other  "good”  recommendations  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Cost 

A  lot  of  what  we  recommend  here  is  free  or  very  low  cost.  In  fact,  everything  on  our  top  five 
list  is  free,  except  getting  a  cloud-based  platform,  which  will  only  cost  a  few  dollars  per  month 
per  employee.  High  target  campaigns  will  need  to  budget  enough  resources  for  hardware  and 
software  to  execute  a  responsible  strategy,  but  this  should  still  be  a  very  small  percentage  of  a 
multi-million  dollar  statewide  campaign  budget.  Smaller  campaigns  will  be  able  to  execute  the 
recommendations  here  for  a  few  hundred  to  a  few  thousand  dollars  depending  on  how  many  staff 
or  volunteers  work  on  the  campaign. 

Any  references  to  vendors  and  products  are  intended  to  help  provide  examples  of  common 
solutions,  but  do  not  constitute  endorsements.  If  challenges  arise  when  implementing  products  or 
services,  we  encourage  you  to  reach  out  directly  to  the  vendors,  who  can  usually  provide  user- 
level  technical  assistance.  When  it  comes  to  product  and  service  selection,  we  encourage  every 
campaign  to  consult  with  a  cybersecurity  expert  or  conduct  independent  research  to  find  the  best 
product  for  their  needs. 
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Top-Five  Checklist 


1.  Establish  a  culture  of  information  security  awareness: 

Take  cybersecurity  seriously.  You  are  responsible  for  reducing  risk,  training  your  staff,  and 
setting  the  example.  Routinely  update  and  patch  all  systems.  Human  error  is  the  number  one 
cause  of  breaches.  Phishing  continues  to  be  a  leading  method  of  attack.  Train  your  staff  to  be 
on  guard  for  suspicious  messages,  ("see  page  12) 

2.  Use  the  cloud: 

A  big,  commercial  cloud  service  will  be  much  more  secure  than  anything  you  can  set  up.  Use 
a  cloud-based  office  suite  that  will  provide  ail  your  basic  office  functions  and  a  safe  place  to 
store  information,  (see  pages  14-15) 

3.  Use  two-factor  authentication  (2FA)  and  strong  passwords: 

Require  2FA  for  all  important  accounts,  including  your  office  suite,  any  other  email  or  storage 
services,  and  your  social  media  accounts.  Use  a  mobile  app  or  physical  key  for  your  second 
factor,  not  text  messaging,  (see  pages  16-17) 

For  your  passwords,  using  a  password  manager  is  the  best  way  to  reduce  risk.  They  allow  you 
to  generate  and  store  long  and  random  passwords  that  you  don’t  have  to  memorize— the 
program  does  that  for  you.  If  for  some  reason  you  don't  use  a  password  manager  then  create 
SOHETHINGREALLYLONGLIKETH  IS  STRING,  not  something  really  short  likeThlS.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  a  long  string  of  random  words  without  symbols  is  more  difficult  to  break  than 
something  short,  with  L0t$  0f  $yniB01$.  (see  page  17;i 

4.  Use  encrypted  messaging  for  sensitive  conversations  and  materiais: 

Using  an  encrypted  messaging  tool  for  phones  like  Signal  or  Wickr  for  sensitive  messages 
\  /  and  documents  means  adversaries  can’t  get  them  if  they  hack  into  your  email.  Encryption 

scrambles  the  data,  dramatically  reducing  the  likelihood  that  someone  can  read  your 
messages,  even  if  they  intercept  the  data. 

5.  Pian  and  prepare: 

Have  a  plan  in  case  your  security  is  compromised.  Know  whom  to  call  for  technical  help, 
understand  your  legal  obligations,  and  be  ready  to  communicate  internally  and  externally 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  (see  pages  19-22) 
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Steps  to  Securing  Your  Campaign 


Step  1:  The  Human  Element 


Cybersecurity  is  fundamentally  a  human  problem,  not  a  technical  one.  The  best 
technological  solutions  in  the  world  will  have  no  effect  if  they  are  not  implemented 
properly,  or  if  they  are  not  continuously  updated  as  technology  evolves.  Successful 
cybersecurity  practices  depend  on  creating  a  culture  of  security  awareness. 


“Good"  —  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Establish  a  strong  information  security  culture  that  emphasizes  security  as  a 
standard  for  a  winning  campaign.  Just  as  campaign  staffers  are  instructed  not  to 
take  an  illegal  donation,  employees  should  know  to  avoid  clicking  on  links  or  opening 
attachments  in  emails  from  unknown  senders. 

a.  Onboarding:  Provide  basic  information  security  training  when  you  onboard  new  staff. 
You  can  distribute  the  Staff  Handout  at  your  training. 

b.  Trainings:  Make  security  part  of  all  your  ongoing  staff  trainings,  such  as  senior  staff 
retreats  or  GOTV  trainings.  Provide  additional  training  for  those  in  sensitive  roles, 
ouoii  as  the  eanclidaLc,  press  stau,  senior  stair,  and  anyone  witli  sysiein  auininistiaLor 
privileges  on  your  network.  Managers  should  require  that  the  most  important  people 
in  the  campaign-including  the  candidate— have  their  security  settings  checked  by 
whoever  runs  IT  (that  may  be  the  manager  herself). 

c.  Set  the  example:  Senior  campaign  staff  and  the  candidate  must  take  a  visible 
leadership  role,  advocating  for  cybersecurity  during  trainings.  Senior  staff  should 
provide  periodic  reinforcement  of  cybersecurity’s  importance  to  junior  staff  in 
ineeLliigs  and  on  calls.  Don't  jusL  have  leclinlcal  experts  conduct  trainings.  I  he 
campaign  manager  or  operations  director  can  be  a  more  powerful  messenger  precisely 
because  they're  seen  as  less  “technical.” 

2.  Train  and  educate  your  staff  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  phishing.  Phishing  attacks 
against  campaigns  are  on  the  rise  and  continue  to  be  a  primary  method  used  by 
malicious  actors.  Train  your  staff  to  be  suspicious  of  any  email  asking  for  information,  or 
claiming  they  need  to  click  a  link  to  reset  their  credentials.  Sophisticated  phishing  may 
attacks  may  come  from  spoofed  or  compromised  senders  that  appear  iegitimate. 
Encourage  staffers  to  share  anything  suspicious  with  you  or  your  IT  staff.  The  more 
people  share,  the  more  confident  you  can  be  that  they're  being  vigilant  and  the  more 
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intelligence  you  will  have.  The  overall  rule  of  thumb  should  be  to  “think  before  you  click”, 
but  we’ve  included  three  key  points  you  can  remind  you  staff  about  when  you  train  and 
re-train.  Training  should  emphasize  best  practices  such  as  ‘hovering’  over  a  link  to 
identify  the  actual  uri,  expanding  email  details  to  confirm  the  email  address  of  the 
sender,  and  using  a  different  communications  channel  such  as  a  quick  phone  call  to 
confirm  authenticity  of  the  sender  and  email  contents  2FA  is  another  important  way 
to  prevent  a  spear-phishing  attack  from  leading  to  an  account  compromise— just  having 
your  username  and  password  will  not  be  enough  to  access  your  account.  As  part  of  the 
campaign’s  strong  security  culture,  senior  staff  should  recognize  and  praise  anyone 
who  reports  suspicious  behavior  on  their  system  or  admits  to  clicking  a  potentially 
malicious  link. 

a.  Phishing  can  happen  on  the  phone,  too!  Staff  should  never  share  information,  wire 
money,  or  give  anything  else  away  on  the  phone  if  they  aren't  certain  who  the  caller 
Is.  Make  staff  aware  of  the  threat  and  tell  train  them  to  listen  to  how  the  caller  greets 
them  and  to  ask  questions  that  outsiders  may  not  be  able  to  answer.  You  can  easily 
test  your  staff  on  phishing  calls— and  your  friends  will  enjoy  doing  it! 

3.  Conduct  a  thorough  vetting  of  staff,  volunteers,  and  interns— anyone  requesting 
access  to  campaign  information— to  avoid  giving  credentials  to  someone  who  wants 
to  steal  or  sabotage  your  systems.  Establish  a  definition  for  sensitive  information 
and  rules  for  its  use.  For  example,  you  could  choose  to  classify  all  polls,  research 
materials,  strategy  memos,  and  related  emails  as  “sensitive.”  Prohibit  the  transfer  of 
sensitive  information  on  communication  channels  that  aren't  managed  and  secured 
by  the  campaign.  You  can  require  that  it  be  transferred  only  through  encrypted 
messaging  (see  Step  2). 

4.  Confirm  that  consultants  and  vendors  with  access  to  sensitive  information 
have  secure  email  and  storage  (see  Step  2).  When  in  doubt,  require  vendors  and 
consultants  to  use  an  account  on  your  cloud-based  office  suite  (See  Step  2). 

5.  Control  access  to  important  online  services,  such  as  the  official  campaign  social 
media  accounts,  to  prevent  use  by  unauthorized  individuals.  Make  sure  that  those 
who  leave  the  campaign  can  no  longer  access  campaign-related  accounts.  You  can  do 
this  easily  by  using  a  social  media  account  management  tool  that  acts  as  a  gateway 
to  all  your  accounts.  If  someone  leaves  the  campaign,  you  should  immediately  disable 
their  account. 
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“THINK  BEFORE  YOU  CLICK” 


PAUSE  before  you  click  on  a  link  within  an  email  to  check  what  address  the  email  is 
coming  from  and  to  ask  yourself  if  the  email  is  suspicious. 

CONFIRM  that  a  request  for  information,  money,  personal  information,  passwords, 
documents,  etc.  is  legitimate  by  following  up  with  the  person  requesting,  ideally  in  person, 
or  at  least  by  phone.  Never  give  your  password  or  personal  information  over  a  link. 

REPORT  anything  suspicious  to  your  leadership  by  forwarding  any  email  that’s 
remotely  questionable.  Make  sure  you  flag  it  as  “suspicious"  (e.g.,  in  the  title)  so  that  no 
one  else  inadvertently  acts  on  a  malicious  email. 


Fr<mi:  MS  Enlatprise  E-maa  <bmfi>pro-f.dk>  ' 
Date:  Wednestfav,  Mareft  14. 2018  at  12:19  PM 
To; 

Subject;  Email  NotirK:atii:¥i ; 


Not  a  Microsoft 
Domain 


n 


Microsoft 


Hello 


- Salutation  to  email  address,  not  full  name 

2  t'd:  '  2“ ■'  ‘:!c2  2’?  2.,'  “C".- zt- 


r^os; 


In  order  for  us  not  totermifiiate  your  email  £«vtoa  these  fifes  must  be  daletad  automalicaliy. 

Kindly  remove  al  ttiddan  files  aartomatfoally  below. 

Link  to  “take  action”  does 

not  go  Id  Microsoft  or  - - - 

Oflice365 


Thanks  for  taking  these  adrfitinn^  staps  to  safe  guard  ydur  amai. 

#  2018  Outlook  Corporation.  All  r^hts  reserved,  t  Acceptable  Use  Polity  I 


L 


J 
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“Enhanced”  -  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  Software  products  such  as  Phishme  and  KnowBe4  can  train  your  staff  by  sending 
them  fake  phishing  emaiis.  This  is  a  safe,  quick,  and  effective  way  to  learn  who  is 
at  risk  of  clicking  a  link,  so  you  can  give  them  counseling  and  extra  training.  Many  of 
these  products  also  filter  some  phishing  attempts  out  of  your  email. 

2.  If  you  have  the  resources,  hire  a  dedicated  iT  professionai  to  manage  your 
campaign’s  systems  and  an  IT  security  expert  to  help  protect,  maintain,  and  monitor 
your  campaign's  digital  infrastructure.  He  or  she  can  provide  regular  security  training 
and  testing  of  your  people  and  systems,  while  customizing  security  solutions. 

3.  Contract  with  a  cybersecurity  firm  to  provide  security  solutions,  review  your 
defenses,  and/or  monitor  your  systems  for  a  breach.  Know  which  firm  you  want  to 
contact  if  you  are  breached  and  need  urgent  incident  response  support.  This  is  an 
alternative  to  hiring  a  full-time  IT  security  expert.  Do  your  research  and  go  with  a 
highly  reputable,  U.S.-based  firm— not  all  cybersecurity  firms  provide  the  same  level 
of  service. 


WORKING  WITH  SECURITY  PROFESSIONALS 

If  you  decide  to  work  with  a  security  professional,  how  will  you  evaluate  the  right  person 
or  firm?  Whether  it’s  through  personal  recommendations  or  positive  public  reviews, 
it’s  important  that  you  avoid  costly  yet  ineffective  support.  When  interviewing  potential 
security  professionals,  ask  about  how  they’ve  responded  to  past  security  incidents 
and  how  they’ve  enabled  others  to  work  more  securely.  Your  respective  national  party 
committee  or  trusted  campaign  professionals  may  be  able  to  recommend  options 
to  choose  from.  Bear  in  mind  that  culture  affects  security  and  that  even  the  best 
recommendations  may  fail  to  achieve  results  if  they  are  not  followed  (i.e.,  just  hiring  a 
firm  won't  solve  your  problems). 
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step  2:  Internal  Communication 


Not  all  methods  of  communication  are  equally  secure,  so  use  the  most  secure  method 
possible.  Campaign  leadership  should  set  a  standard  that  encourages  in-person 
conversations  whenever  possible,  and  discourages  needless  or  superfluous  emails. 
Whether  it  is  phone  calls,  texting,  or  emailing,  different  products  and  services  offer 
different  levels  of  protection,  so  do  your  research  before  you  choose  which  systems 
your  campaign  is  going  to  use. 


“Good”  —  WhatYou  Need  to  Do 


1.  Use  a  cloud-based  office  suite  that  provides  secure  email  communication,  document 
creation,  chat,  and  file  sharing,  such  as  GSuite  or  Microsoft365.  For  GSuite  Enterprise, 
choose  “Advanced  Protection"  and  for  Office365,  use  E5.  Both  will  have  built  in  settings 
that  are  more  secure.For  example,  GSuite  includes  Google  Drive  for  file  sharing,  Gmail 
for  email  hosting,  Google  Hangouts  for  chat,  and  Google  Docs  for  word  processing, 
spreadsheets,  and  presentations.  Microsoft365  offers  OneDrive/SharePoint  for  file 
sharing,  Outlook/Exchange  for  email,  Microsoft  Teams  for  chat,  and  Microsoft  Office 
for  word  processing,  spreadsheets,  and  presentations.  Cloud-based  systems  managed 
by  major  firms  will  be  better  protected  than  any  servers  you  could  set  up  in  your 
campaign.  There  are  free  versions  of  both  products,  but  the  paid  versions  give  you 
many  more  administrative  capabilities.  Google’s  Advanced  Protection  Program  provides 
extra  security  against  targeted  online  attacks  like  phishing  (this  is  available  for  their 
consumer  Google/Gmail  accounts).  Through  Google’s  Protect  Your  Election  effort,  they 
also  offer  a  free  service  to  protect  your  website  against  disabling  attacks. 

WHAT  IS  THE  CLOUD? 

“Cloud  services”  provide  management  and  access  to  information  stored  remotely  on  the 
Internet.  They  run  on  off-site  servers  managed  by  third-party  companies;  this  includes 
many  common  services  you  may  already  use,  such  as  Gmail  or  Dropbox.  It’s  good  to 
store  information  in  the  cloud  instead  of  on  your  personal  computer  because  reputable 
cloud  service  providers  have  the  money  and  expertise  to  make  their  server  farms  more 
secure  than  your  laptop’s  hard  drive,  or  an  office  server.  It’s  like  the  difference  between 
leaving  cash  under  your  mattress  and  storing  it  in  a  bank’s  security  vault.  Using  reputable 
cloud  services  offers  an  additional  backstop  against  data  loss  if  an  individual  device  is  lost 
or  compromised.  Cloud  storage  is  a  feature  included  in  comprehensive  office  security 
services  such  as  GSuite  and  Microsoft365.  Other  services  include  Dropbox  or  Box. 
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2.  Use  the  most  secure  systems  possible  for  communication. 

a.  Use  encrypted  messaging  services  such  as  Signai,  Wickr,  especially  for  messages, 
document  sharing  and  phone  calls.  Many  campaigns  require  that  sensitive  information 
only  be  transmitted  by  encrypted  messaging,  although  you  can  use  it  for  all 
communication  if  you  want  (this  is  especially  smart  for  high-risk  individuals  like  the 
candidate).  Signal  and  Wickr  allow  you  to  auto-delete  messages,  which  reduces  risk. 

b.  Switch  off  archiving  for  messaging  services,  such  as  Google  Chat  and  Slack,  so 
that  old  chats  can’t  be  stolen  later.  This  requires  going  into  “settings”  and  adjusting 
“retention  policy”  timelines.  Some  services  require  you  to  do  this  for  every  single  chat 
conversation.  We  recommend  retaining  chat  messages  for  one  week  or  less. 

3.  Defend  your  email 

a.  Turn  on  Auto-delete  in  your  email  application  for  old  emails  to  reduce  the  number 
of  emails  that  could  potentially  be  stolen.  This  usually  requires  going  in  and  changing 
"retention  policy”  to  shorter  time  periods  in  "settings."  To  ensure  emails  do  not  just  sit 
in  a  “deleted  items"  folder,  adjust  settings  to  auto  purge  "deleted  items"  folder  after  a 
certain  time  period.  We  recommend  retaining  emails  for  one  month  or  less. 

4.  Secure  personal  accounts 

a.  Campaign  business  should  never  go  on  personal  accounts.  However,  adversaries  will 
target  personal  accounts  for  hacking,  so  have  your  staff  use  strong  passwords  and 
two-factor  for  their  personal  accounts  as  well  (this  is  included  in  our  Staff  Handout). 

WHAT  IS  ENCRYPTION? 

Encryption  is  a  way  of  encoding  information  when  it  travels  between  users,  or  when  it’s 
stored,  so  it  can’t  be  read  by  anyone  but  the  intended  recipient.  Think  of  it  this  way:  a 
user  "scrambles”  the  data  when  she  sends  it  and  only  the  intended  recipient  has  the 
key  to  unscrambie  it.  Using  encryption  is  smart,  especially  for  sensitive  information, 
because  even  if  an  adversary  steals  the  data,  it’s  unlikely  they'll  be  able  to  read  it.  Most 
apps  that  use  encryption,  like  Signal  or  Wickr,  make  the  process  seamless.  Laptops  or 
cloud  storage  systems  use  encryption  as  well. 
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step  3:  Account  Access  and  Management 


One  of  the  most  challenging  aspects  of  security  is  keeping  unauthorized  people  out. 
This  means  preventing  adversaries  from  gaining  access  to  your  data  and  preventing 
people  within  your  campaign  from  having  access  to  information  they  do  not  need. 
While  some  of  the  recommendations  below  may  seem  cumbersome,  hackers  depend 
on  those  who  value  convenience  over  security. 


"Good"  —  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Require  two-factor  authentication  (2FA)  on  all  systems  and  applications. 

Avoid  texting  (SMS)  for  two-factor  authentication,  because  attackers  can  easily 
clone  a  phone  number  and  get  access  to  texts.  There  are  several  2FA  apps  that 
work  just  as  well  as  texting,  such  as  Google  Authenticator,  Microsoft  Authenticator, 
and  Duo  Mobile.  You  can  also  use  a  physical  FIDO  (“fast  identity  online")  key  that  is 
inserted  into  your  USB  drive  such  as  Yubikey  or  Feitian.  As  malicious  actors  evolve 
their  methods,  we  are  seeing  advanced  attack  techniques  used  to  phish  second 
factor  codes  sent  to  users.  We  strongly  encourage  the  use  of  physical  security  keys 
for  two-factor  authentication,  as  they  are  not  vulnerable  to  phishing.  The  website 
“TwoFactorAuth.org”  is  a  helpful  guide  to  services  that  do  and  do  not  offer  2FA. 


WHAT  IS  TWO-FACTOR  AUTHENTICATION? 

Two-factor  authentication  is  a  second  layer  of  security  that  requires  a  user  to  provide 
an  extra  credential  beyond  her  or  his  password.  The  second  factor  is  critical  because,  if 
your  password  is  stolen,  an  adversary  still  can't  log  into  your  account.  Your  password  is 
somelhing  you  know  and  your  second  factor  is  something  you  have,  like  a  code  that’s 
generated  by  an  app,  a  physical  key,  or  even  something  biometric,  like  a  fingerprint. 


2.  Passwords 

a.  Ensure  no  systems  are  using  default  usernames  or  passwords— this  is  a  commonly 
overlooked  error.  Make  sure  each  system  and  user  has  their  own  unique  username  and 
password, 

b.  Require  strong  passwords.  As  we  noted  earlier,  "make  passwords  that  are  long  and 
strong.”  Current  computing  capabilities  can  crack  a  seven-character  password  in 
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milliseconds.  A  20-,  or  even  30-character  password  will  take  much  longer  for  a  hacker 
to  crack.  Choose  a  string  of  words  that  you  can  easily  remember. 

c.  Use  a  different  password  for  different  accounts  so  a  hacker  can't  break  into  multiple 
accounts  if  a  single  password  is  stolen. 

d.  If  someone  reaches  out  requesting  a  password  or  password  reset,  require 
the  request  to  be  made  in  person  or  over  a  video  chat  to  ensure  it  is  the  actual 
campaign  staff  member  or  volunteer.  Only  share  passwords  in  person  or  over  short¬ 
lived  encrypted  messages.  Never  share  passwords  over  email  or  store/distribute  using 
a  helpdesk  system. 

3.  Use  password  managers  such  as  LastPass,  IPassword,  or  Dashlane  to  help  you 
manage  a  lot  of  long,  strong  passwords  easily.  But  ensure  that  your  management 
system  has  a  long,  strong  password  and  two-factor  authentication.  We  don’t  currently 
recommend  password  managers  built  into  browsers,  which  are  often  less  secure  than 
these  standalone  managers. 


PASSWORD  MANAGERS 

Password  managers  are  a  way  to  store,  retrieve,  and  generate  passwords.  Some  even 
have  the  ability  to  auto-populate  the  password  line  on  login  pages.  The  password  manager 
requires  a  password  of  its  own  to  login,  which  becomes  the  one  password  you  do  have  to 
remember  The  risk,  of  course,  is  that  if  someone  breaks  into  your  password  manager  (it 
has  happened),  that  person  will  have  all  of  your  passwords.  But  this  risk  is  almost  always 
far  outweighed  by  the  benefit  of  strong,  unique  passwords  across  all  of  your  accounts.  For 
campaigns,  password  managers  sometimes  make  sense  for  accounts  that  have  multiple 
users,  because  the  administrator  can  safely  share  access  to  them. 


4.  Create  separate  accounts  for  administrators  and  users,  and  severely  restrict 
access  to  administrator  accounts.  Administrators  should  also  have  two  separate 
campaign  accounts— one  used  only  for  their  admin  duties  and  one  that  is  their 
standard  user  account  for  all  other  campaign  business.  This  will  reduce  the  likelihood 
that  an  adversary  will  be  able  to  compromise  an  administrator  account,  which  would 
provide  access  to  the  entire  network. 

5.  Conduct  periodic  reviews  of  who  has  access  to  different  devices  and  networks. 
Immediately  block  access  of  people  who  leave  the  campaign.  Immediately  change 
passwords  if  suspicious  activity  is  observed. 
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6.  Use  encrypted  messaging  for  sensitive  information.  The  federal  government 
has  confirmed  the  presence  of  "stingray”  machines  that  can  intercept  cellular 
data,  especially  in  the  Washington,  DC  area.  This  is  yet  another  reason  to  keep 
communications  on  encrypted  messaging  apps,  which  will  be  unreadable  even  if  your 
signal  is  intercepted. 

7.  Monitor  all  campaign,  staff,  and  related  social  media  accounts.  It  is  important 
to  identify  and  respond  quickly  if  you  have  been  hacked. In  line  with  the  “Prepare, 
Protect,  Persist"  framework,  campaign  leadership  should  create  a  response  plan  for 
this  scenario.  This  response  plan  should  should  include  finding  appropriate  points 
of  contact  within  each  social  media  company  to  get  in  touch  with  in  the  event  that 
campaign  accounts  are  hacked. 


ADMINISTRATORS 

In  "IT  speak,”  an  "administrator"  or  "admin"  has  the  ability  to  give  people  access  or 
control  to  systems  or  information.  For  example,  as  the  "admin”  for  an  email  system,  you 
can  create  accounts,  change  passwords,  and  set  requirements  like  password  length  and 
two-factor  authentication  for  all  accounts.  In  an  office  suite  like  GSuite  or  Microsoft  365, 
you  can  also  create  groups,  such  as  the  "Field  Team”  or  “Comms  Team.”  An  admin’s  job 
is  really  important.  If  they  do  things  right,  information  will  be  available  only  to  people 
who  need  it,  which  is  essential  for  security.  This  means  that  deciding  who  gets  admin 
privileges  is  also  a  critical  decision.  Only  a  few,  highly  trusted  people  should  be  able 
to  grant  others  access  to  information.  If  a  staffer  with  "admin”  privileges  leaves  the 
campaign,  make  sure  to  take  away  their  privileges  immediately! 


“Enhanced”—  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  Create  user  profiles  for  different  types  of  campaign  staff  that  automatically 
grant  the  necessary  level  of  access.  Different  types  of  employees— interns, 
field  staff,  campaign  leadership— require  access  to  different  resources.  Having 
predetermined  profiles  makes  it  easier  to  ensure  that  people  are  getting  access  only 
to  what  they  need. 
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step  4:  Devices 


Every  physical  device  in  your  campaign— from  a  cell  phone,  tablet,  or  laptop  to  a 
router,  printer,  or  camera— represents  a  potential  attack  path  into  your  network.  A 
good  cybersecurity  plan  will  attempt  to  control  access  to,  into,  and  on  all  devices.  You 
can  control  access  to  devices  by  making  sure  they  are  always  properly  handled  and 
accounted  for.  You  control  access  into  devices  via  two -factor  authentication  and  strong 
passwords.  You  control  the  content  on  devices  via  encryption  and  the  policies  guiding 
how  you  store  data  (i.e.,  storing  information  in  the  cloud  instead  of  on  machines). 


"Good"  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Always  use  the  most  updated  operating  system  (OS)  available,  since  system 
updates  regularly  include  patches  for  the  latest  vulnerabilities.  If  possible,  set  device 
settings  to  auto-install  these  updates.  Make  it  someone's  job  to  check  on  a  regular 
basis  that  everyone  is  current. 

2.  Use  an  automatic  cloud-based  backup  service  to  mitigate  the  impact  of  data  loss  if 
a  device  is  lost  or  stolen.  Examples  include  Backblaze  and  CrashPlan. 

3.  Physical  access  to  the  device 

a.  From  the  start,  campaign  leadership  should  create  an  environment  in  which  people 
take  physical  security  of  their  devices  seriously— losing  a  device  could  give  an 
adversary  access  to  critical  information  that  can  be  used  to  hurt  the  campaign, 

b.  Although  many  campaigns  cannot  afford  to  buy  new  devices,  it’s  always  best  to 
purchase  new  equipment  (especially  computers  and  phones)  if  you  can.  At  a 
minimum,  you  should  provide  new  devices  for  personnel  who  work  with  sensitive  data. 

c.  If  staff  are  u.sing  their  own  computers  and  phones,  establish  a  “Bring  Your  Own 
Device”  (BYOD)  policy  that  implements  strong  security  practices  (see  endpoint 
protection  below). 

d.  Campaign  members  should  NOT  use  personal  email  accounts  or  devices  that  have 
not  been  secured  per  the  BYOD  policy  for  campaign  business,  including  email  and 
social  media.  Any  important  information  that  resides  outside  devices  or  systems 
controlled  by  the  campaign  is  vulnerable  to  attack.  Leadership  should  constantly 
reinforce  that  campaign  data  needs  to  stay  off  personal  email  and  unsecured 
computers. 

e.  Report  lost  devices  immediately.  Require  default  settings  that  allow  for  remote  wiping 
on  all  devices. 
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f.  Win  or  lose,  have  a  plan  in  place  for  what  happens  to  all  data,  accounts,  and  devices 
when  the  campaign  ends.  This  includes  thinking  how  to  safeguard  or  erase  data  at  the 
hardware  level.  Reformatting  a  hard  drive  is  not  enough  to  protect  your  data.  Residual 
data  on  reformatted  or  disposed  drives  can  be  obtained  using  commercially  available 
forensics  software.  Extremely  sensitive  data  should  be  degaussed  or  melted  The 
immediate  aftermath  of  a  campaign  is  an  especially  vulnerable  period. 

4.  Digital  access  into  devices 

a.  Change  default  passwords  and  settings  on  all  devices.  Many  devices  come  from  the 
factory  with  a  default  password  that  is  really  easy  to  guess.  Also,  disable  the  guest 
account  if  a  device  comes  with  one, 

b.  Implement  auto-lock  for  phones  and  computers  after  two  minutes  and  require  a 
password  or  fingerprint  ID  to  unlock. 

5.  Content  on  devices 

a.  Require  encryption  on  all  devices  (computers  and  phones)  to  ensure  that  the  loss  of 
a  device  does  not  mean  the  compromise  of  its  content  Examples  include  FileVault  for 
Mac  and  BitLocker  for  Windows.  Some  devices  like  the  iPhone  do  this  by  default,  but 
not  all  do.  Require  all  consultants  to  keep  data  on  their  machines  encrypted  as  well. 

b.  Install  endpoint  protection  software  on  all  devices.  Some  examples  include  Trend 
Micro,  Sophos,  and  Windows  Defender.  There  are  special  endpoint  security  apps  for 
phones  and  tablets.  Lookout  is  an  example. 

c.  Limit  what  apps  can  access  on  all  devices.  This  means  limiting  what  apps  are  installed 
and  limiting  permissions  for  those  apps  (e.g.,  limiting  access  to  contact  lists  or  location 
ana  GPS  information,  turning  off  'always  active'  mode). 


WHAT  IS  ENDPOINT  PROTECTION? 

Endpoints  are  the  devices  that  staff  use,  including  mobile  phones,  laptop  computers, 
and  desktop  computers.  They  are  the  “endpoints”  of  the  campaign's  network,  and  staff 
are  the  “end  users."  Endpoint  protection  centrally  controls  and  manages  security  on 
remote  devices.  It’s  especially  important  for  campaigns  that  allow  staff  to  "bring  your 
own  device"  (BYOD),  since  the  campaign  needs  to  ensure  that  the  device  is  secure,  free 
of  maiware,  and  can  be  wiped  if  stolen  or  lost.  Endpoint  protection  can  also  monitor 
the  device  to  make  sure  software  is  up  to  date  and  detect  new  maiware  or  potential 
threats.  For  many  campaigns,  this  will  feel  like  a  big  lift,  but  building  it  into  your  routine 
onboarding  and  investing  some  time  upfront  can  save  you  a  lot  of  grief  later. 
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“Enhanced”  —  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  Use  mobile  device  management  (MDM)  software,  which  monitors  activity  to  ensure 
all  devices  comply  with  the  mobile  phone  and  user  device  security  policies  you  have 
established  for  your  campaign.  Examples  include  VMware  AirWatch,  Microsoft  InTune, 
and  JAMF.  GSuite  and  Microsoft  Office  365  also  include  an  MDM  service. 

2.  Use  advanced  threat  protection  services  that  monitor  and  alert  for  malicious 
activity,  such  as  CrowdStrike  Falcon  or  Mandiant  FireEye.  CrowdStrike  sometimes 
offers  Falcon  breach  prevention  service  pro  bono  through  the  Crowdstrike  Foundation, 
depending  on  the  needs  of  your  campaign  and  campaign  finance  rules. 
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step  5:  Networks 


Networks  are  the  system  of  physical  hardware,  digital  software,  and  their  connections. 
They  represent  another  target-rich  environment  for  attack.  Network  security  com¬ 
prises  everything  from  how  devices  communicate  with  one  another  to  using  cloud 
services  for  data  storage. 


“Good”  -  What  You  Need  to  Do 


1.  Embrace  the  cloud.  Store  data  on  cloud  services,  not  on  personal  computers  or 
servers.  Anything  stored  on  a  personal  device  faces  higher  risk  than  the  cloud. 

a.  No  one  should  have  access  to  all  files  on  the  network:  accounts  with  comprehensive 
administrator  access  should  not  be  used  for  day-to-day  work.  Divide  your  file  storage 
into  department  folders  and  grant  access  accordingly. 

b.  Ensure  access  to  shared  content  is  by  invitation  only.  Some  file  management  services 
also  allow  for  implementing  expiration  dates  on  invitations  and  access. 

c.  Periodically  audit  what  is  being  shared  and  with  whom. 

2.  Have  a  separate  “guest”  wifi  network  for  visitors  and  volunteers  that  limits  their 
access  to  campaign  resources.  Try  to  purchase  routers  that  offer  a  “guest  profile"  that 
will  automatically  segment  your  network. 

3.  When  traveling,  or  before  you  set  up  your  campaign  office,  avoid  public  wifi 
services  as  much  as  possible  and  use  trusted  wifi  networks  wherever  possible.  If  you 
need  mobile  wifi,  then  try  to  provide  campaign  staffers  with  mobile  wifi  hotspots  for 
tethering.  Public  wifi  is  often  free  and  easy  to  connect  with,  but  attackers  can  also  use 
it  to  penetrate  your  hardware. 

a.  Where  possible,  sLaffers  should  use  a  VPN  (virtual  private  nelwotk).  VPNs  help  protect 
against  intruders  when  on  public  wifi.  Examples  of  VPN  services  include  ExpressVPN  or 
TunnelBear.  Not  all  VPNs  are  created  equal.  Beware  of  free  services:  many  are  looking 
to  take  your  data! 

4.  Secure  your  browser.  PC  Magazine  ranked  Chrome  and  Firefox  as  the  two  safest 
browsers  in  2017.  Regardless  of  what  browser  you  use,  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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VPNs 


A  virtual  private  network  (VPN)  is  an  encrypted  “tunnel”  for  your  Internet  traffic,  hiding 
it  from  intruders.  Some  offices  use  it  as  a  way  to  log  remotely  into  the  office  network, 
but  this  isn’t  very  common  for  campaigns.  Campaigns  should  consider  having  their 
staff  use  a  VPN  on  computers  and  mobile  phones  if  they  often  have  to  use  public  wifi  or 
untrustworthy  networks  (which  is  sometimes  the  case  for  traveling  staff  or  field  offices). 


“Enhanced”  —  Take  the  Next  Step 


1.  You  can  take  more  advanced  steps  to  protect  your  network,  but  they  should  be 
implemented  by  an  IT  professional.  We  would  suggest  you  ask  them  to  include  the 
following: 

a.  Set  up  a  hardware  firewall. 

b.  Encrypt  your  wifi  connection  using  the  WPA2  or  802.1x  security  protocols  (do  not 
useWEP). 

c.  Configure  cloud-based  web  proxies  to  block  access  to  suspicious  sites  from  any 
campaign-owned  device,  no  matter  where  it  is.  Service  provider  examples  include 
Zscaler,  Cisco  Umbrella  and  McAfee  Web  Gateway  Cloud  Service. 

d.  Have  your  activity  logs  stored  on  a  cloud  service  provider  such  as  LogEntries  or 
SumoLogic. 

e.  Segment  your  cloud-based  storage  so  that  not  everything  is  stored  in  the  same 
place.  Opposition  research,  strategy  memos,  and  personnel  files  should  be  kept  in 
different  folders,  and  access  to  those  folders  should  be  restricted  to  the  people  who 
really  need  them.  Consider  a  different  storage  system  entirely  for  your  campaign’s 
most  sensitive  information.  Restrict  access  so  that  only  key  personnel  can  access  it, 
and  only  when  using  specific  devices,  (for  example,  if  you  use  Microsoft3G5  for  your 
office  suite  and  document  storage,  but  your  most  sensitive  documents  on  a  Dropbox 
or  Box  account.)  If  a  member  of  the  campaign  becomes  compromised,  this  kind  of 
segmentation  can  limit  the  damage. 

2.  Train  staff  not  to  connect  their  devices  to  unknown  ports  or  devices.  Don’t  use 
public  chargers  at  airports  or  events.  Don’t  accept  free  phone  chargers  or  batteries  at 
events  (that  free  USB  drive  may  be  loaded  with  malware!). 
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step  6:  Information  Operations  and  Public  Facing 
Communication 


Information  operations  have  been  in  the  news  a  lot  recently,  especially  campaigns  run 
by  foreign  intelligence  services  to  influence  opinion  in  the  United  States.  It  will  be 
up  to  elected  leaders  and  policymakers  to  decide  how  to  confront  information  opera¬ 
tions  moving  forward  and  there’s  little  we  can  do  as  campaign  staff  to  impact  whether 
they  happen  or  not,  but  there  are  a  few  things  we  can  do  to  manage  them  if  they’re 
happening.  Campaigns  have  and  will  continue  to  be  targets  of  these  operations  and 
need  to  be  prepared.  Defending  ways  your  campaign  communicates  with  the  public 
is  an  important  part  of  this.  Below  are  some  ways  to  better  protect  against  information 
operations,  identify  when  they  are  happening  to  your  campaign  or  candidate,  and  how 
to  respond  quickly  when  they  do  occur. 


WHAT  ARE  INFORMATION  OPERATIONS? 

Information  is  power— or  at  least  that’s  what  a  lot  of  military  and  intelligence  services 
think!  The  power  of  ideas  has  long  fueled  rebellions,  insurgencies  and  civil  wars  and 
many  countries  that  may  have  inferior  military  capabilities  in  the  traditional  sense  seek 
to  use  information  to  di'''do  and  pm-occupy  their  adversaries.  In  Russia,  for  eyample. 
influencing  public  opinion  through  propaganda  and  inflaming  local  tensions  is  part 
of  their  doctrine  of  warfare  and  something  they  practice  constantly  on  perceived 
adversaries.  Social  media  completely  changed  the  information  operations  game.  It’s 
now  easier  than  every  to  move  information  quickly  and  impersonate  other  people, 
creating  the  impression  of  public  anger  or  division. 


“Good”  —  What  you  need  to  do 


1.  Remember:  information  operations  are  a  communications  problem,  not  a 

technical  one.  Adversaries  can  make  their  information  operations  more  potent 
by  stealing  your  data,  but  once  information  is  out  in  the  environment,  you  need  a 
communications  strategy  to  manage  it.  Think  in  advance  how  to  handle  fake  or 
slanted  news— will  you  ignore  it?  Re-tweet  it  and  reinforce  that  it’s  false?  How  will 
you  make  this  decision?  These  are  among  the  most  difficult  decisions  any  campaign 
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has  to  make,  but  what  matters  most  is  think  about  these  questions  with  your  team  in 
advance,  so  you  and  your  team  have  guidance  about  how  to  respond,  if  you  respond  at 
all. 

2.  Know  what's  going  on.  Encourage  activists  to  share  posts,  sites,  or  news  stories  they 
find  suspicious.  If  you  want,  you  can  deputize  some  interns  or  volunteers  to  focus 

on  this  specifically,  conducting  searches  to  find  out  what  content  is  out  there.  One 
ongoing  challenge  is  that  it’s  impossible  to  see  everything  that  voters  may  be  getting 
on  their  Facebook  feeds.  The  platform  has  made  it  harder  to  post  political  advertising 
and  has  increased  staff  to  monitor  news  content,  but  you  cannot  search  all  content. 
The  best  way  to  solve  this  right  now  is  to  deputize  a  team  of  volunteers,  who  represent 
different  geographies  and  demographic  groups  in  your  state/district,  so  you  can  catch 
as  much  as  possible. 

3.  Establish  contact  with  key  social  media  platforms  and  notify  them  if  you  find 
fake  or  misleading  information.  Most  social  media  platforms  will  now  remove  "fake” 
or  misleading  content  and  imposter  profiles.  Ask  your  relevant  campaign  committee 
or  state  party  for  the  best  contact  at  social  media  platforms  and  establish  contact 
early  in  the  campaign  so  you  can  reach  out  quickly  if  something  goes  wrong. 

a.  Facebook 

b.  Twitter 

c.  Google/YouTube 

4.  Monitor  for  imposter  sites.  To-date,  there  are  no  public  reports  of  imposters  trying 
to  steal  money  or  activist  data  through  fake  websites,  but  it's  such  an  easy  vector 

of  attack,  you  should  be  on  the  lookout.  Make  sure  to  purchase  any  web  addresses 
you  may  want  to  use  (or  could  be  used  against  you).  If  you  want,  you  can  retain  a 
reputation  management  service  that  will  monitor  the  web  for  you  [do  we  include 
examples?].  Some  can  do  this  at  a  fairly  modest  price. 

5.  Protect  Against  a  Distributed  Denial  of  Service  Attack  (known  as  DDoS).  A 

DDoS  attack  is  when  an  adversary  takes  control  of  a  lot  of  machines,  and  uses  them 
to  “ping"  your  website  all  at  once,  causing  it  to  crash.  Most  of  what  we  focus  on  in 
this  guide  is  how  to  keep  people  away  from  your  campaign  data,  but,  in  the  case  of  a 
DDoS,  you  wanf  to  keep  your  website  open  and  available  all  the  time  for  donors  and 
activists.  DDoS  has  not  yet  become  a  common  threat  to  campaigns,  but  it  could  be 
used  to  block  you  from  fundraising  or  simply  cause  a  really  frustrating  disruption  to 
your  campaign.  There  are  two  free  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  your  site,  Google’s 
Project  Shield  and  Cloudflare. 
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step  7:  Incident  Response  Planning 


Ifs  just  as  important  to  plan  for  responding  to  an  attack  as  it  is  to  develop  a  security- 
strategy  to  prevent  one.  How  you  respond  often  has  more  to  do  with  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  an  incident  than  what  was  compromised.  You  should  budget  some  time  at 
strategic  retreats  or  longer  senior  staff  meetings  to  discuss  what  will  happen  if  some¬ 
thing  does  go  wrong.  Here’s  a  checklist  of  the  steps  you  should  take: 

Legal: 

Identify  outside  counsel  you  will  retain  in  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident,  and  discuss  the 
response  process  with  them  at  the  outset  of  the  campaign.  In  most  cases,  this  will  be  the 
same  person  who  represents  your  campaign  on  other  matters,  but  ideally  you  would  have 
someone  who  specializes  in  incident  response  on  call,  either  pro  bono  or  for  a  $0  retainer. 

Ask  your  lawyer  to  explain  your  legal  obligations  if  data  is  stolen  and  what  compliance 
measures  you  will  need  to  have  in  place. 

Understand  your  vendors'  legal  obligations  to  notify  you  or  others  if  they  are  hacked. 
Wherever  possible,  include  strict  notification  requirements  in  your  vendor  contracts,  since 
third  parties  are  a  frequent  source  of  breaches. 

If  you  believe  you’ve  been  breached,  a  best  practice  is  for  your  lawyer  to  oversee  your 
resporise  under  adoriiey-ciienc  privilege. 

Talk  to  your  lawyer  about  the  best  way  to  work  with  law  enforcement  if  a  breach  occurs. 
Every  campaign  will  approach  this  differently. 


Technical: 

Determine  ahead  of  time  whom  you  will  call  for  technical  assistance  if  you  think  you’ve 
been  hacked.  Your  state  caucus  or  national  party  committee  can  usually  provide  referrals. 

Choose  someone  on  the  campaign  who  will  interface  with  technical  experts  in  the 

event  of  a  breach.  This  is  ideally  the  same  person  who  is  already  coordinating  IT  for  the 
campaign.  Managing  an  incident  response  can  be  overwhelming,  so  you  want  someone 
focused  on  the  technical  aspects  who  knows  what  they  are  doing.  That  way  you  can  focus 
on  communicating  with  stakeholders  and  the  press. 
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I  Operations: 

Decide  in  advance  who  will  be  on  your  Incident  Response  Team  (IRT)  and  who  will 
participate  in  incident  response  meetings.  It’s  important  to  include  someone  from  your  IT, 
legal,  operations,  and  communications  teams.  If  you’re  a  small  campaign  and  don’t  have 
full-time  communications,  IT,  or  operations  support,  plan  to  Include  any  key  staff  who 
oversee  campaign  operations. 

Determine  the  chain  of  command  for  decision-making  in  the  event  of  a  breach, 
especially  regarding  communications.  In  many  cases,  this  will  be  the  campaign  manager, 
but  some  managers  may  choose  to  delegate  responsibility  to  someone  else. 

Identify  what  app  or  technology  you  will  use  to  communicate  if  you  think  your  email 
has  been  breached  (Signal  and  Wickr  are  two  common  options).  Communication  during 
a  breach  is  essential,  but  you  don’t  want  your  adversaries  to  know  what  you're  saying— or 
even  that  you  are  responding  to  their  actions. 

I  Communications: 

Conduct  scenario  planning.  For  many  campaigns,  this  can  be  part  of  an  existing  strategy 
retreat.  For  bigger  campaigns  at  higher  risk,  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  dedicated 
meeting.  Your  scenario  planning  should  include; 

Identify  key  internal  and  external  stakeholders,  like  your  staff,  volunteers,  donors,  and 
supporters.  Know  whom  you  need  to  contact  if  an  incident  occurs  and  rank  them  in  order 
of  priority.  Develop  a  contact  list  and  designate  who  will  reach  out  to  them. 

Understand  of  the  different  types  and  varying  sensitivity  of  the  data  you’re  collecting.  Think 
through  what  could  happen  if  the  data  is  no  longer  confidential,  if  you  can  no  longer  rely  on 
the  integrity  of  the  data,  or  if  you  can  no  longer  count  on  it  being  available. 

Brainstorm  the  most  damaging  scenarios  and  consider  how  your  stakeholders  and 
messaging  may  change  for  each  one. 

Different  scenarios  could  include: 

Rumors  that  your  campaign  has  been  hacked: 

Credit  card  and  contact  information  for  your  donors  is  stolen; 

Ransomware  and  an  extortion  attempt  are  lodged  against  your  campaign: 

Your  systems  are  wiped  and  shut  down; 

Someone’s  emails  are  stolen; 
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Your  adversary  steals  your  administrator’s  credentials  and  every  file  on  your 
campaign  drive. 

A  malicious  actor  alters  statements  on  your  website  or  public  accounts. 

Be  careful  what  you  say  in  the  present  about  cyber  security  policy  or  cyber  incidents. 
Some  victims  of  cyber  crimes  have  previously  made  grandiose  pronouncements  about 
their  own  security  measures,  or  have  criticized  others  who  have  been  attacked.  The  press 
wiil  hold  you  accountable  for  what  you  said  in  the  past  if  you  fall  victim. 

Similarly,  avoid  providing  detaiis  about  the  scope  of  the  event  in  the  early  phases 

of  the  incident  (and  if  you  can  avoid  discussing  the  scope  altogether,  even  better). 

Details  available  at  the  outset  will  change  as  you  investigate.  A  common  mistake  is  to  say 
something  that  later  turns  out  not  to  be  true  (e.g.,  “they  didn’t  steal  very  much.”  or  "no 
personal  information  was  taken”).  Saying  only  what  you  know  for  sure  is  the  safest  course. 
Statements  should  focus  on  the  actions  you  are  taking  to  make  the  situation  right  for  the 
affected  stakeholders. 

Develop  some  boilerplate  language  in  advance,  so  that  you  can  draft  statements 
or  talking  points  quickly  if  an  incident  occurs.  At  a  minimum,  create  a  simple  Q  &  A 
document  that  you  can  rapidly  revise  if  you  actually  need  to  use  it.  Creating  a  Q  &  A 
document  in  advance  will  help  you  to  think  as  much  about  what  you  won’t  say  as  what  you 
will  say.  For  example,  the  first  question  will  often  be,  “What  happened?"  However,  you  may 
not  be  able  to  answer  that  for  days  or  weeks.  The  fact  that  you  don’t  know  what  kind  of 
breach  will  take  place  can  actually  help  you  write  better  boilerplate  answers  in  advance. 

Questions  to  inciuoe  in  your  Q  &  A  document  are: 

What  happened? 

How  did  it  happen? 

Who  did  it? 

What  was  stolen  or  damaged? 

Was  anyone’s  personal  information  stolen?  What  are  you  doing  to  protect  them? 
How  did  the  hackers  do  it? 

Are  the  hackers  out  of  your  system? 

How  long  were  they  in  your  system? 

What  security  measures  did  you  have  in  place?  Why  weren’t  they  effective? 

Shouldn’t  you  have  known  this  would  happen?  Why  weren't  your  systems  better 
secured? 
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Are  you  working  with  law  enforcement?  Has  law  enforcement  contacted  you? 

In  a  ransomware  breach,  you'll  be  asked:  Did  you  pay  the  ransom  and  why  or  why  not? 

Stay  in  touch  with  your  key  stakeholders  and  keep  them  as  informed  as  you  can.  You 
probably  won’t  be  able  to  say  much,  but  contacting  them  regularly  with  what  you  do  know, 
having  a  clear  statement  about  your  intentions,  and  providing  details  about  what  you 
are  doing  to  manage  the  situation  are  key.  Avoid  setting  an  expectation  of  too  frequent 
updates,  because  often  you  won't  have  new  information  and  your  stakeholders  will 
become  frustrated  if  you  continue  to  return  to  them  without  new  information.  Only  speak 
proactively  to  the  media  if  you  have  new  information  to  provide. 
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Do  you  see  a  way  to  make  this  Playbook  better? 

Are  there  new  technologies  or  vulnerabilities  we  should  address? 

We  want  your  feedback. 

Please  share  your  ideas,  stories,  and  comments  on  Twitter  @d3p  using  the  hashtag 
#CyberPlaybook  or  email  us  at  connect@d3p.org  so  we  can  continue  to  improve  this 
resource  as  the  digital  environment  changes. 


Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project 

Belter  Center  for  Science  and  International  Affairs 
Harvard  Kennedy  School 
79  John  F.  Kennedy  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


www.belfercenter.org/D3P 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Monday,  August  13,  2018  4:22  PM 


Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-Interpreters  as  a  form  of  assistance 


Hello  Everyone, 

This  e-mail  serves  as  a  reminder  that,  as  we  discussed  at  seminar,  there  is  no  longer  any  difference  in  the  qualifications 
of  an  assistant  and  an  interpreter.  A  federal  district  court  has  ruled  that  interpretation  is  another  form  of  assisting  a 
voter  and  therefore  requires  the  same  qualifications. 

This  means  that  a  person  assisting  a  voter  by  interpreting  for  them  in  communications  to  the  poll  workers  can  be  anyone 
of  the  voter's  choice  except  their  employer,  an  agent  of  their  employer,  or  an  officer  or  agent  of  any  labor  union  to 
which  the  voter  belongs.  See  Election  Code  64.032(c).  This  means  that  even  if,  for  example,  the  person  helping  the 
voter  communicate  with  the  poll  worker  or  otherwise  assisting  the  voter  is  not  a  registered  voter,  is  registered  to  vote  in 
a  different  county,  is  not  of  age  to  vote,  or  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen,  that  person  can  still  assist  the  voter,  as  long  as  that 
person  is  not  also  the  voter's  employer  or  an  agent  of  their  empioyer  or  an  officer  or  agent  of  any  labor  union  to  which 
the  voter  belongs.  This  also  means  that  whether  or  not  the  voter  calls  the  person  assisting  them  an  "assistant"  or  an 
"interpreter",  that  person  can  assist  the  voter  outside  and  inside  the  voting  booth. 

If  a  person  assisting  a  voter  is  both  interpreting  for  the  voter  outside  the  voting  booth  and  assisting  the  voter  in  the 
voting  booth,  then  both  the  oath  of  assistance  and  interpreter's  oath  should  be  administered  to  that  person.  Otherwise 
the  person  should  only  take  the  oath  applicable  to  the  form  of  assistance  being  rendered  to  the  voter. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BVTHE  TEXAS  SECmMRV  OF  STATS  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project:  About  Us 


We  established  the  Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project  (D3P)  in  July  2017  with  one  goal:  to  help  secure 
democratic  elections  against  cybersecurity  threats  and  information  operations. 

There  are  two  groups  on  the  frontlines  of  defending  democracy;  (1)  political  campaigns,  which  enable 
citizens  to  pursue  elected  office;  and  (2)  election  officials,  who  ensure  the  election  process  is  free  and  fair. 

Last  year,  we  set  out  to  provide  campaign  and  election  professionals  with  practical  guides  to  the  most 
applicable  cybersecurity  best  practices  in  advance  of  the  2018  midterm  elections.  In  November  2017,  we 
released  “The  Campaign  Cybersecurity  Playbook”  for  campaign  professionals. 

Now,  we  are  releasing  a  set  of  three  playbooks  designed  to  be  used  together  by  election  administrators; 
“The  State  and  Local  Election  Cybersecurity  Playbook,”  “The  Election  Cyber  Incident 
Communications  Coordination  Guide,”  and  “The  Election  Incident  Communications  Plan  Template.” 
What  follows  is  the  Coordination  Guide. 

DSP  is  a  bipartisan  team  of  cybersecurity  and  policy  experts  from  the  public  and  private  sectors.  To  better 
understand  the  cyber  threat  and  other  challenges  that  election  administrators  face,  our  team  spent  four  months 
interviewing  state  officials  about  their  communications  practices  and  how  they  would  or  would  not  apply 
these  practices  in  a  cyber  incident.  We  spoke  with  state  and  local  election  officials,  as  well  as  key  national-level 
players  and  members  of  the  Election  Infrastructure  Government  Coordinating  Council  (EI-GCC). 

These  interviews  exposed  the  range  of  challenges  election  officials  confront  in  the  cyber  domain.  One  of 
the  most  significant  needs  we  encountered  was  the  ability  to  communicate  consistently  across  states  in  the 
event  of  a  major  election  cyber  incident,  in  order  to  maintain  public  trust. 

This  Guide  is  primarily  intended  for  use  by  the  EI-GCC  to  coordinate  multiple  voices  (and  multiple  facts) 
in  an  election  cyber  incident  that  crosses  traditional  jurisdictions.  We  are  releasing  the  Guide  publicly, 
because  a  range  of  officials  may  be  interested  in  learning  more  about  how  state  and  local  leaders  can,  and 
should,  coordinate  their  communications  in  the  event  of  this  type  of  cyber  incident.  We  hope  this  Guide 
becomes  a  starting  point  for  the  EI-GCC  to  establish  its  role  as  a  central  communications  node  in  the 
event  of  an  election  cyber  incident. 

Finally,  we  would  like  to  thank  the  election  officials  around  the  country  for  whom  we  wrote  this  guide  You  are  the 
frontline  defenders  of  democracy.  We  hope  this  effort  helps  make  that  tremendous  responsibility  a  little  easier. 

Good  luck. 

The  DSP  Team 
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How  to  Use  this  Communications  Guide 


This  communications  guide  includes  best  practices  and  guidelines  to  help  the  Election 
Infrastructre  Government  Coordinating  Council  (EI-GCC)  quickly  coordinate  the  response  to 
an  election -related  cyber  incident  that  alfects  more  than  one  state  during  the  early  days  of  the 
incident.  While  every  cybersecurity  incident  is  unique,  this  document  provides  a  foundation  on 
which  the  EI-GCC  can  build  a  response  that  addresses  the  incident  with  the  goal  of  maintaining 
confidence  in  the  election  system. 

This  Guide  should  be  owned  by  the  communications  director,  or  a  similar  position,  at  the 
EI-GCC  and  be  updated  at  least  annually. 

^  Key  topics  include: 

strategy.  Mission,  and  Objectives:  The  purpose  of  the  Guide  is  to  help  election  officials 
maintain  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  U.S.  election  system  in  the  event  of  an 
election-related  cybersecurity  incident. 

Establishing  a  Cyber  Communications  Baseline:  This  section  explains  the  importance  of 
educating  the  public  and  other  key  stakeholders  on  cyber  threats  facing  the  election  process 
and  steps  currently  being  taken  to  counter  them. 

Gybes"  l>acid6iiL  £>esi:  Pfactices;  i  his  section  inciucies  best  practices  forcomiTiunicating  with 
the  media  and  other  key  stakeholders. 

Communications  Process  Workflow:  This  component  includes  diagrams  that  outline  who 
will  manage  the  cyber  crisis  communications  response  and  serve  as  spokesperson  during  an 
Incident. 

Response  Checklist:  This  checkli.st  broadly  outlines  steps  that  should  be  taken  during  the 
first  several  days  after  learning  about  a  potential  incident. 
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Executive  Summary  and  Purpose 


What  constitutes  a  "cyber  incident”  in  elections  can  range  from  theft  of  voter  registration  data  to 
disruption  or  manipulation  of  the  vote  tally.  This  Guide  is  designed  to  help  coordinate  and  align 
communications  across  jurisdictional  boundaries  in  an  election-related  cybersecurity  incident 
that  involves  more  than  one  state.  Its  primary  purpose  is  to  maintain  (or  regain)  public  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  face  of  such  an  incident. 

This  Guide  is  written  to  help  the  Election  Infrastructure  Government  Coordinating  Council  (ETGCC) 
assist  state  and  local  election  officials,  who  will  need  to  communicate  across  jurisdictions  if  an  elec¬ 
tion-related  cyber  event  has  impacts  beyond  a  single  state.  While  every  jurisdiction  should  have  its 
own  plan  to  respond  to  a  cyber  incident,  many  incidents  will  have  implications  beyond  state  bound¬ 
aries.  It  is  critical  to  coordinate  the  response  from  the  outset,  so  public  comments  confidently  convey 
that  the  issue  is  being  addressed  and  maintain  public  trust  in  election  systems  across  the  country. 

We  recommend  the  creation  of  a  communications  coordination  structure  within  the  EI-GCC, 
including  a  communications  director,  or  similar  role,  who  would  be  a  key  spokesperson  in  a  cyber  crisis. 

A  multistate  cyber  incident  could  take  many  forms.  It  could  be  a  series  of  incidents  that 
collectively  have  a  broader  impact.  It  could  be  one  or  a  few  incidents  that,  because  of  their 
strategic  significance  or  other  factors,  have  an  impact  beyond  state  boundaries,  or  receive 
outsized  attention  from  national  media  outlets.  This  could  even  be  a  false  rumor  that  requires  a 
coordinated  effort  to  stamp  it  out. 

H  This  Guide  provides: 

1.  A  set  of  best  practices  for  communicating  about  an  election-related  cyber  incident 

2.  A  process  for  coordinating  multistate  communications  decision-making,  including 
spokespeople  and  communications  messages 

Additional  communications  response  materials,  including  a  sample  escalation  process  and  sce¬ 
nario-planning  materials,  are  available  to  election  officials  and  can  be  obtained  upon  request 
from  the  National  Association  of  Secretaries  of  State,  the  National  Association  of  State  Election 
Directors,  or  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission. 
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strategy.  Mission,  and  Objectives 


The  potential  for  cyberattacks  on  our  elections  systems  is  an  unfortunate  reality  of  our  time. 
Election  officials  should  recognize,  and  plan  for,  a  possible  incident.  The  primary  objective  of 
this  communications  guide  is  to  enable  the  EI-GCC  to  help  election  officials  maintain  pub¬ 
lic  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  U.S.  election  system  in  the  event  of  cyber  incidents  both 
locally  and  crossing  state  boundaries. 

Election  officials  from  both  parties  and  at  all  levels  of  government  agree  that  there  is  a  shared 
national  interest  in  preserving  the  public  trust  in  our  election  system. 

A  central  component  of  maintaining  trust  is  providing  the  public  with  timely  and  accurate  infor¬ 
mation.  Equally  important  is  dispelling  inaccurate  information  as  quickly  as  possible,  especially 
in  today’s  perpetual  cycle  of  traditional  and  social  media  coverage. 

Maintaining  public  trust  is  most  effectively  accomplished  when  election  officials— across  parties 
and  jurisdictions— speak  with  one  coordinated  voice.  If  federal  officials  are  contradicting  state 
leaders,  as  occurred  in  2016,  the  public  is  left  confused  and  it  can  become  all  the  more  difficult 
to  maintain  confidence  in  the  election  process.  Likewise,  if  federal,  state,  or  local  officials  are 
coniradicting  one  another,  it  is  counterproductive  and  contusing  to  the  public.  For  these  reasons, 
EI-GCC  will  play  a  crucial  role  in  coordinating  the  response. 

All  public  statements  should  demonstrate  the  incident  is  being  handled  competently.  Any  specifics 
that  are  provided  should  be  limited  only  to  those  that  will  not  change.  The  scope  of  the  incident,  for 
example,  is  likely  to  shift  and  shouldn’t  be  discussed  publicly  at  the  outset.  Modifying  your  story  can 
undermine  confidence  in  the  management  of  the  incident  and  the  election  system  itself. 

To  institutionalize  a  means  to  maintain  public  trust,  the  communications  response  strategy 
underlying  this  Guide  coordinates  communications  messages  and  delivery  among  election 
officials  in  a  multistate  cyber  incident  to  ensure  consistency  and  accuracy  of  public  information.  To 
enable  a  unified  response,  we  provide  communications  best  practices  and  coordination  processes. 

Elections  are  governed  at  the  state  and  local  level,  and  there  is  a  national  interest  in  maintaining 
the  integrity  of,  and  confidence  in,  our  elections  system.  So  it  is  important  to  have  a  process  that 
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will  enable  officials  from  all  levels  of  government  to:  obtain  and  analyze  the  information;  decide 
who  will  speak  about  the  national  implications  of  the  incident;  and  provide  information  and 
communications  to  all  elections  officials,  so  they  can  communicate  accurately,  dispel  rumors,  and 
reinforce  coordinated  messages. 

Beyond  the  coordinated  multistate  process  outlined  in  this  Guide,  election  officials  at  all  levels  of 
government  should  take  measures  to  prepare  for  a  cyber  incident. 

H  Among  the  steps  you  can  take  immediately  are: 

Establish  (or  update)  a  state  or  local  communications  response  plan  to  an  election- 
related  cyber  incident.  For  a  template  state  or  local  cyber  communications  plan  please  see 
the  Election  Cyber  Incident  Communications  Plan  Template. 

Ensure  that  the  communications  pian  is  aligned  with  the  corresponding  technical  response 
plan,  and  that  both  are  regularly  updated. 

Test  those  plans  with  simulations. 

Obtain  regular  updates  on  cyber  threats,  particularly  as  they  relate  to  elections. 

Maintain  relationships  with  officials  who  will  be  relevant  to  coordinating  a  response  to  any 
cyber  incident,  including  federal  officials  at  the  local  level  and  other  local  community  leaders. 

Coordinate  with  political  parties.  It  is  much  easier  to  agree  to  protocols  for  sharing 
information  about  and  responding  to  a  cyber  incident  before  the  incident  and  before  an 
election. 

Educate  the  public  about  the  work  you  are  doing.  Set  the  expectation  that  there  will  likely 
be  some  cyber  threat  activity  during  an  election  and  explain  how  that  activity  differs  from 
what  would  be  required  to  interrupt  the  elections  process. 


It  is  important  to  update  and  exercise  communications  response  plans  frequently — at  least  every 
year — to  familiarize  new  players  with  the  process  and  ensure  you  apply  lessons  learned  from  past 
experiences  and  exercises. 
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Establishing  a  Cyber  Education 
Baseline 


The  public  needs  to  understand  the  steps  state  elections  officials  are  taking  to  counter  cyber 
threats,  as  well  as  how  difficult  it  is  to  execute  a  cyberattack  that  will  disrupt  an  election  outcome. 
If  the  public,  and  the  media,  understand  the  “new-normal,”  baseline  activity  of  cyber  threats 
targeting  elections,  they  will  be  less  likely  to  worry  unnecessarily  about  news  of  small-scale  elec¬ 
tion-related  cyber  incidents.  If  you  don’t  have  to  spend  considerable  time  allaying  concerns  over 
inconsequential  incidents,  you  can  focus  your  attention  on  the  consequential  ones. 

The  main  point  to  make  is  that  cyberattacks  are  now  an  issue  all  election  officials  must 
contend  with,  and  the  states  have  taken,  and  continue  to  take,  steps  to  mitigate  those  threats. 
However,  not  every  attempt  is  successful,  and  even  successful  ones  are  very  unlikely  to  impact  the 
outcome  of  an  election. 

■  Communications  in  a  cyber  crisis  are  most  effective  when  the 
public  has  a  baseline  understanding  of: 

The  continuing  work  at  all  levels  of  government  to  counter  that  malicious  activity  and  try  to 
ensure  it  does  not  escalate  to  a  major  cyber  incident 

The  nature  of  the  election  data  your  agency  holds,  most  or  all  of  which  is  public  data 
The  malicious,  but  inconsequential,  cyber  activity  that  takes  place  regularly 


We  recommend  that  the  EI-GCC  consider  taking  on  some  of  this  public  education  role,  which 
would  address  issues  that  extend  across  the  states.  The  council  is  in  a  strong  position  to  draw 
on  data  from  across  the  country  and  across  levels  of  government  about  both  threats  and  actions 
being  taken  to  enhance  the  cyber  defenses  of  election  systems.  For  this  reason,  we  suggest  that  it 
consider  publishing  an  annual  report  on  the  state  of  election  cybersecurity. 

The  EI-GCC,  perhaps  in  concert  with  the  relevant  associations  and  Information  Sharing  and 
Analysis  Centers,  could  provide  a  regular  cadence  of  cyber  threat  information,  so  the  public 
understands  how  frequently  attempts  are  made  by  a  range  of  cyber  threat  actors  to  target  election 
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infrastructure.  Making  this  information  common  knowledge  will  mitigate  the  tendency  to  treat 
every  reported  attempted  attack  as  a  reason  to  question  the  election  system. 

The  type  of  information  you  may  want  to  share  could  include  statements  such  as:  “Based  on  threat 
information  from  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
(or  state/local  law  enforcement),  we  are  taking  the  following  steps  to  address  and  mitigate  these 
threats.”  If  appropriate,  this  effort  could  take  the  form  of  regular  background  briefings  for  the 
media,  as  well  as  online  materials  and  public  panels  or  other  educational  events  for  other  key 
stakeholders.  The  EI-GCC  could  also  consider  a  joint  public  panel  or  forum  with  representatives 
of  both  political  parties  to  discuss  measures  states  are  taking  to  mitigate  cyberattacks. 

The  EI-GCC  should  also  consider  sharing  limited,  aggregate  information  on  successful  attacks 
once  they  have  been  addressed,  which  would  establish  the  EI-GCC  as  a  valuable  resource  for  this 
type  of  information. 

You  should  couple  the  cyber  threat  data  with  information  on  the  actions  states  and  localities  are 
taking  to  strengthen  the  cyber  defenses  of  election  systems.  This  information  should  be  specific 
enough  to  be  credible  while  not  being  so  detailed  as  to  undermine  your  defenses.  Work  closely 
with  information  security  and  legal  experts  to  strike  the  right  balance. 

We  discuss  how  to  establish  a  communications  baseline  in  more  detail  in  the  section  on 
communications  process  on  Page  15. 
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Cyber  Crisis  Communications 
Best  Practices 


I  Election-related  incidents  fall  broadly  into  five  categories: 

Online  rumors  that  seek  to  undermine  confidence  in  an  election 

Reconnaissance  of  election -related  systems 

Theft  of  voter  or  other  election  data 

Data  manipulation  that  could  affect  an  election  outcome 

Data  destruction 

The  top  priority  in  a  cyber  crisis  will  be  to  maintain  public  trust.  The  most  effective  way  to  achieve 
that  goal  is  to  respond  confidently  and  quickly.  To  do  this,  the  EI-GCC  will  need  to  prepare,  train 
for,  and  test  its  response  ahead  of  time — especially  because  it  is  a  new  organization. 


Planning  Ahead 


Near-term  Planning 

•  Determine  internal  roles  and  responsibilities.  Make  sure 
there  is  a  clear  escalation  process  for  the  EI-GCC  and  the  right 
teams  are  talking  to  each  other  in  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident. 
Mako  an  individual  rosponsiblo  for  ensuring  that  this  process  is 
established  and  updated. 

•  Assess  the  current  crisis  communications  plan  and  analyze 
communications  gaps  and  weaknesses. 

•  Plan  your  response  to  a  cyber  crisis  in  advance  with  a 
communications  plan,  including  a  decision-making  protocol  and 
communications  materials. 

■  Ensure  that  cyber  incident  response  is  part  of  the  operational 
continuity  plan.  Make  sure  there  is  a  backup  communications 
plan  and  system  in  place. 


Longer-term  Planning 

•  Conduct  crisis  simulation  and  table-top  exercises, 
coordinated  with  legal,  technical,  and  outside  advisors,  including 
key  senior  leaders  from  multiple  states,  counties,  coordinating 
bodies,  and  the  federal  government. 

•  Conduct  stakeholder  mapping  and  a  risk  analysis  to 
understand  risks  to  trust  in  the  election  system,  priority 
stakeholders,  and  how  to  reach  stakeholders  to  address  key 
concerns.  Pay  particular  attention  to  outreach  to  voters  and 
political  parties. 

•  Educate  the  media  through  background  meetings  and  public 
events  on  the  resiliency  of  the  election  system,  and  the  current 
work  to  mitigate  cyber  threats. 

•  Educate  the  public  through  online  channels  and  public  events 
on  the  resiliency  of  the  election  system  and  the  current  work  to 
mitigate  cyber  threats. 


Harvard  Kennedy  School  /  Defending  Digital  Democracy  /  Version  1.3:  November 20, 2017 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000635 


Communications  Response 


^  Best  Practices 

Be  transparent  but  careful.  Transparent  communication  builds  trust,  but  in  a  cyber  incident, 
you  will  have  few  facts  at  hand,  especially  at  the  outset.  Public  comments  should  demonstrate 
that  you  are  taking  the  issue  seriously,  but  avoid  providing  any  details  that  may  change 
as  the  investigation  progresses,  so  you  don’t  have  to  correct  yourself  down  the  line.  Avoid 
speculation  on  the  perpetrator  of  the  incident. 

Focus  on  actions  you  are  taking  to  address  the  issue.  To  demonstrate  that  you  are  taking 
the  issue  seriously,  you  should  talk  about  the  steps  you  are  taking  to  protect  voter  information 
and  address  any  broader  risks  to  the  system. 

Provide  context.  In  an  election-system  incident,  there  will  be  a  temptation  for  public 
speculation.  Counter  speculation  with  facts  and  context  to  reduce  the  risk  of  undermining 
public  trust.  Include  metrics  whenever  possible. 

Be  visual.  Cybersecurity  can  be  challenging  to  understand  depending  on  a  person’s  technical 
background.  The  quickest  way  to  get  your  message  out  is  to  pair  it  with  a  graphic.  Connect 
with  design  teams  who  can  provide  you  infographics  and  develop  a  library  of  graphics  and 
photos  you  can  draw  from. 

Use  the  right  digital  tools.  Use  social  media  to  dispel  rumors.  When  a  cyber  incident  strikes, 
social  media  is  now  a  go-to  source  of  immediate  information.  In  practice,  this  means  using  it 
selectively  to  counter  misinformation  and  inaccuracies. 

Learn  from  the  incident.  Use  your  and  others'  experiences  to  improve  your  cybersecurity 
practices  and  crisis  plans. 


^  Guidelines  for  Communicating  with  the  Public 

Focus  your  communications  on  your  most  important  stakeholder— the  public.  You  will  be 
tempted  to  discuss  the  components  of  the  incident.  Instead,  talk  about  what  you  are  doing  to 
address  public  needs  or  concerns  in  this  given  situation. 

Speak  plainly.  Cybersecurity  can  be  off-putting  to  nontechnical  audiences.  Use  anecdotes 
and  examples  to  demystify  cybersecurity  issues  whenever  possible. 

Demonstrate  transparency  by  communicating  with  the  public  on  a  regular  basis.  Establish  a 
regular  series  of  communications  with  the  media  and  the  public  about  the  cybersecurity  measures 
you  are  taking  now,  so  that  the  first  time  they  hear  from  you  is  not  in  a  crisis. 
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I  Best  Practices  for  Countering  Misinformation 

Establish  the  facts,  and  double-check  them.  You  need  to  ensure  that  you  are  operating 
from  a  factual  position  before  countering  misinformation,  so  check  your  facts  with  multiple 
sources  before  citing  them  publicly.  Ask  all  appropriate  questions  and  put  in  the  work  before 
you  speak  to  be  certain  that  you  do  not  accidentally  provide  misleading  information. 

Develop  a  simple,  accurate,  short  counter-message.  Develop  a  clear  statement  that 
contains  only  the  facts.  Avoid  complex  messages.  You  can  provide  additional  nuance  later. 

Respond  quickly.  Misinformation  can  spread  rapidly  through  social  media  and  broadcast 
commentary.  Your  counter-message  should  be  ready  to  disseminate  as  soon  as  possible. 

Be  transparent.  Caveated,  incomplete,  or  “no  comment"  responses  can  fuel  conspiracy 
theories  by  making  it  appear  your  organization  has  something  to  hide.  Demonstrating 
transparency  can  help  to  counter  false  claims.  Opportunities  to  demonstrate  transparency 
could  include  inviting  reporters  “behind  the  scenes"  at  a  polling  place. 

Engage  on  all  platforms.  Misinformation  can  spread  across  multiple  platforms,  including 
social  media  and  traditional  media.  To  counter  misinformation,  deliver  a  clear,  factual 
message  on  all  available  platforms. 

Avoid  repeating  misinformation.  Focus  on  providing  accurate  facts  and  do  not  repeat  the 
false  messages.  For  example,  if  false  rumors  circulate  that  lines  at  the  polls  are  many  hours 
long,  avoid  saying  that  rumors  of  long  lines  are  circulating.  Instead,  your  message  should  be 
that  lines  are  short  and  moving  quickly. 
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Communications  Process 


Maintaining  a  coordinated  process  is  critical  to  effective  and  efficient  communications  planning 
and  response  to  a  cyber-related  incident.  For  an  incident  affecting  multiple  states,  this  coordi¬ 
nated  communications  process  outlines: 

Key  stakeholders 

Phased  planning  and  response 

Coordination  functions 

Feedback  loop  to  incorporate  lessons  learned 

In  this  communications  process,  we  assume  that  information  and  messaging  coordination  func¬ 
tions  will  be  performed  by  cross-jurisdictional  organizations  that  have  played  a  similar  role  in 
past  crises.  Further,  we  recommend  that  new  coordinating  functions  and  mechanisms  be  created 
to  execute  information -sharing  and  communications. 

We  recommend  that  the  EI-GCC — with  support  from  other  interested  parties,  such  as  the 
National  Association  of  Secretaries  of  State  (NASS),  International  Association  of  Government 
Officials  (IGO),  the  U.S.  Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC),  the  National  Association  of 
State  Election  Directors  (NASED),  and  the  National  Governors  Association  (NGA) — establish  a 
Cybersecurity  Communications  Response  Group  (CCRG). 

This  newly  formed  entity  will  provide  the  EI-GCC  and  its  stakeholders  with  a  communications 
coordination  function  that  currently  does  not  exist,  allowing  for  collaborative,  coordinated  public 
message  planning  and  execution  if  and  when  it  is  needed  in  the  future. 
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Phase  1:  Baseline  Communications  Activities 


On  a  regular  basis,  the  CCRG  will  provide  updates  to  the  public  and  other  key  stakeholders  on 
current  cyber  threats  and  actions  being  taken  to  counter  them.  These  baseline  updates,  whether 
part  of  a  regular  cadence  or  spurred  by  suspected  nefarious  activity,  should  be  developed  and 
coordinated  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  made  public.  Audiences  and  stakeholders  are 
catalogued  below  with  recommendations  for  actions  that  can  be  taken  now  to  establish  or  main¬ 
tain  relationships  with  them. 

Communicating  with  these  groups  on  a  regular  basis,  before  something  happens,  is  key  to  setting 
a  baseline  with  critical  audiences  so  that  there  is  a  level  of  understanding  around  the  issue  that 
allows  mutual  alignment  on  escalation  and  coordinated  response.  In  order  to  provide  this  ongo¬ 
ing  education,  we  recommend  communicating  early  and  often,  in  addition  to  when  moments  of 
interest  (i.e.,  elections)  arise.  This  baseline  work  could  take  the  form  of  behind-the-scenes  demon¬ 
strations  and  briefings  for  your  audiences. 

Stakeholders  may  include: 


state  /  Local  Comms. 
Counterparts 


Law  Enforcement 


Federal  /  State 
Lawmakers 


State  and  Local  Communications  Counterparts:  Knowing  your  state  and  local  counterparts  is 
key  to  the  planning  and  response  actions  discussed  in  later  phases.  The  El  GCC  should  maintain  a 
"living  list”  of  communications  officials  and  accurate  contact  information,  so  those  individuals  can 
be  reached  on  short  notice  for  incident  coordination  and  planning. 

Law  Enforcement:  In  the  event  of  a  cyber  incident,  federal,  state,  and/or  local  law 
enforcement  will  be  involved  in  the  response.  Creating  and  maintaining  relationships  with 
key  law  enforcement  officials  and  associated  communicators  in  law  enforcement  agencies 
ensures  more  seamless  coordination  and  information-sharing  before,  during,  and  after  an 
incident. 

Federal/State  Lawmakers:  Federal  and  state  lawmakers  play  an  important  role  in 
authorizing  and  overseeing  election  and  cybersecurity  measures.  They  also  are  likely  to 
speak  publicly  about  an  election-related  cyber  incident,  so  communication  with  them  is 


Harvard  Kennedy  School  /  Defending  Digital  Democracy  /  Version  1.0:  February  6, 2018 


15 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000639 


critical  before,  during,  and  after  an  incident.  Not  only  are  lawmakers  beneficiaries  of  a  safe 
and  secure  elections  system,  but  they  have  a  vested  interest  in  maintaining  the  public’s  trust 
in  that  system.  Communicators  should  build  relationships  with  key  figures  in  Congress  and 
statehouses,  including  their  respective  communications  staffs,  in  advance. 

Media:  The  media  is  a  key  information  conduit  to  voters,  providing  news  and  commentary 
that  shapes  and  defines  public  opinion  and  a  belief  in  the  election  system’s  integrity. 
Establishing  ongoing  relationships  with  key  reporters  who  cover  both  cybersecurity  and 
election-related  issues  at  the  national,  state,  and  local  level  will  be  important  in  shaping 
accurate  coverage  throughout  all  phases  of  cyber-related  preparation  and  response. 

You  should  focus  on  two  categories  of  media: 

Traditional  Media— Mainstream  outlets  and  reporters: 

Influencer  Media— This  category  includes  influential  bloggers,  outlets,  and  commentators,  as 
well  as  outlets  likely  to  reach  them. 

Interested  Parties:  You  should  develop  relationships  with  voting  advocacy  and  other  third- 
party  groups,  because  they  play  a  role  in  maintaining  the  public’s  confidence  in  elections. 
Political  parties  an  campaigns  are  a  critical  group  with  which  you  should  develop  a  trusted 
relationship  in  advance.  Third-party  groups  may  also  include  vendors,  researchers  specializing 
in  elections,  technology  service  providers,  or  other  industry  service  providers.  We  recommend 
as  a  next  step  that  the  CCRG  develop  an  initial  list  of  key  groups,  which  should  be  maintained 
and  updated  by  the  team  lead. 

This  list  could  include: 

Political  Parties  and  Campaigns 

Election  Groups 

Think  Tanks 

Academics 
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Phase  2:  Communications  Planning, 
Activation,  and  Coordination 


Cyber-related  incidents  rely  on  evolving  investigations,  making  their  scope  and  impact  difficult  to 
understand,  particularly  at  the  outset.  This  can  make  communications  decision-making,  coordi¬ 
nation,  and  messaging  even  more  important  for  reducing  confusion. 

Some  incidents  may  be  discovered  as  an  attack  or  breach  occurs,  while  most  tend  to  be  discovered 
after  the  fact — often  after  significant  time  has  passed.  The  key  to  an  effective  response  is  not  just 
coordination  but  also  knowing  with  whom  to  coordinate.  In  any  response,  there  are  likely  to  be 
multiple  voices  speaking  publicly,  at  both  the  national  or  field  level. 

In  this  phase,  we  assume  an  anomalous  event  has  been  identified,  which  activates  a  communica¬ 
tions  coordination  scheme.  It  may  be  detected  by  a  range  of  entities,  such  as  a  security  researcher, 
state/local  election  official,  law  enforcement,  or  media. 

When  an  incident  occurs,  many  representatives  from  a  variety  of  organizations  will  become 
involved.  The  section  below  outlines  resources,  coordination  mechanisms,  lines  of  coordination, 
and  a  checklist  to  be  used  in  response  to,  or  in  advance  of,  a  cyber-related  incident. 


Assembling  Key  Players 

Note:  The  U.S.  Federal  Government's  National  Response  Framework  outlines  public  information  as  an  Emergency 
Support  Function  (ESF)  and  includes  a  framework  for  public  information  coordination  and  action  around  incidents  that 
involve,  or  may  involve,  federal  response.  This  process  aligns  with  the  ESF  #15  Standard  Operating  Procedure. 

CCRG  Roles  &  Responsibilities:  The  CCRG  should  establish  the  following  roles  for  responding  to 
a  multistate  cyber  incident.  These  individual  roles  can  be  filled  by  specific  people  from  a  variety  of 
interested  parties,  which  may  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  NASS,  NASED,  IGO,  EAC,  and  NGA. 
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Please  note  that  as  the  EI-GCC  builds  on  this  Guide,  updates  should  include  a  table  with  these 
roles  assigned  to  individuals,  along  with  their  contact  information. 


Communications  Director-On  behalf  of  the  EI-GCC,  oversees  the  functional  coordination 
resources,  processes,  and  staff.  Is  responsible  for  overall  operational  direction  and 
communications  messaging  development  in  cooperation  and  coordination  with  EI-GCC  and 
interested  parties.  The  communications  director  position  can  be  filled  by  different  people 
on  a  rotating  basis;  for  example,  the  EI-GCC  could  designate  a  communications  director  to 
stand  duty  quarterly.  The  role  should  be  filled  by  a  senior  communicator  from  the  EI-GCC 
participants  or  other  interested  parties  and  have  the  relevant  management,  crisis,  and  media 
operations  experience  to  understand  not  only  their  role  but  also  the  other  roles  outlined  as 
part  of  the  CCRG. 

Affected  Community  Communications  Representatives-Usually  senior  communicators 
from  affected  state  or  local  jurisdictions  representing  a  “field”  perspective  and  providing 
relevant  incident-related  information  to  the  coordination  process.  This  may  include  a 
communicator  from  the  governor's  office  and/or  communicators  from  state  and/or  local 
elections  offices. 

Media  Operations  Director-Responsible  for  communication  with  reporters  and  for  media 
monitoring  on  behalf  of  a  multi-state  communications  coordinating  body.  Oversees  near- 
term,  "24-hour"  communication  operations,  i.e.,  execution  of  communication  plans. 

Social  Media  Director-Responsible  for  online  communications  via  ESCC  web  platforms, 
as  well  as  coordination  with  interested  parties’  digital  media  teams  in  order  to  promote  and 
cross-promote  content. 

Communication  Pians  Director-Responsible  for  forward-looking  communication  plans 
beyond  the  immediate  "24-hour"  period. 

Congressional/lnter-governmental  Affairs  Liaison-Responsible  for  coordinating 
coiigiessioiidl/govei  tiineiiLdI  bi  iefings  for  mernbeis  of  Congiess,  sidle  legisidluies,  oi  oilier 
elected  officials  with  communications  staff.  Coordinate  through  the  Affected  Community 
Communications  Representative,  who  is  likely  to  be  a  member  of  the  ESCC  or  interested 
parties’  government  affairs  team. 

Law  Enforcement  Affairs  Liaison-Responsible  for  coordinating  communications 
information  with  law  enforcement  and  affiliated  communicators. 

Technical  Liaison-Responsible  for  being  the  conduit  of  technical  information  between 
operational  and  communications  teams.  Ensures  accuracy  of  technical  data  being  released  by 
communications  team  and  serves  as  subject-matter  expert  for  all  such  information. 


Harvard  Kennedy  School  /  Defending  Digital  Democracy  /  Version  1.0:  February  6, 2018 


18 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000642 


Activation  of  the  CCRG;  The  CCRG,  while  regularly  communicating  in  Phase  1  during  baseline 
operations,  should  plan  for  and  exercise  the  activation  of  the  CCRG  in  a  crisis.  Activation  of  the 
CCRG  would  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Communications  Director,  with  input  from  operational 
leads  in  response  to  a  verified  or  potential  incident.  Additional  information  on  the  escalation 
process  is  in  the  Appendix  available  to  election  officials  and  can  be  obtained  upon  request  from 
NASS.  NASED,  or  the  EAC 

Generally  speaking,  this  activation  would  be  executed  via  a  blast  email  to  CCRG  members  with 
shareable  background  information  on  the  incident,  direction  on  the  use  of  coordination  mech¬ 
anisms  (discussed  below),  and  next  steps.  For  example,  on  discovery  of  a  potential  incident,  the 
Communications  Director  would  activate  the  CCRG  by  hosting  an  Election  Sector  Incident 
Communications  Coordination  Line  call  regarding  the  incident,  thereby  beginning  the  commu¬ 
nications  coordination  process. 

Election  Sector  incident  Communications  Coordination  Line  (ESiCCL):  This  bridge  line  is  a 
standing  conference  call  line  that  can  be  created  to  use  for  coordination  before,  during,  or  after 
a  cyber-related  incident.  The  CCRG  will  maintain  a  list  of  relevant  contacts  from  federal,  state, 
and  local  election  offices  in  order  to  invite  relevant  parties  to  a  call,  should  it  be  necessary.  This 
resource  does  not  currently  exist  and  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  the  CCRG  to  coordinate  the 
creation  of  this  standing  line  at  the  outset. 

Election  Sector  Information  Center  (ESIC):  In  the  event  of  a  multistate  event,  the  CCRG  should 
create  a  specific  Information  Center  where  communications  activity  is  planned,  coordinated,  and 
executed  real-time.  This  should  include  all  the  roles  above  and  can  reside  in  one  physical  location 
or  it  could  be  done  virtually  through  online  means.  An  ESIC  would  be  the  functional  nerve  center 
of  all  communications- related  activity. 
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Coordination  Mechanisms 


I  Using  the  Election  Sector  Incident  Communications 
Coordination  Line  (ESICCL) 

As  the  standing  conference  call  line  for  election  sector  cyber-related  incidents,  the  ESICCL 
can  be  a  key  coordination  mechanism  for  communicators  to  share  both  operational  data,  as 
well  as  coordinate  messaging  and  communications-related  activity. 

Upon  the  activation  of  the  CCRG,  the  Communications  Director  will  stand  up  the  ESICCL 
and  distribute  the  time  and  conference  line  to  invited  participants  for  an  initial  conference 
call.  This  call  could  include  representatives  from  affected  communities,  as  well  as  the  CCRG 
roles  listed  above  and  any  other  CCRG  participants  or  outside  advisors  with  relevant  subject- 
matter  expertise. 

The  call  agenda  can  follow  a  regular  rhythm: 

Roll  call 

Opening  remarks  by  Communications  Director  for  CCRG 
Brief  operations  summary  (on-scene  reps  or  operations) 

Summary  of  major  communications  plans  and  events 
invitee  comments 

Messaging  coordination  requirements  outlined  by  EI-GCC  Representative 
Conclusion  and  next  steps 

I  Standing  up  the  ESiC 

Should  dll  event  rise  to  the  level  where  ongoing,  tedl-Uine  coordinated  public  ittfotrrtalion  flow 
is  necessary,  the  CRCG  could  stand  up  either  an  in-person  or  virtual  ESIC  where  personnel 
could  work  together. 

The  ESIC  would  be  stood  up  by  the  Communications  Director,  who  would  make  a 
determination  as  to  the  critical  personnel  needed,  as  well  as  the  location/online. 

The  CRCG,  as  part  of  steady-state  planning,  should  identify  both  likely  and  convenient 
physical  locations  where  an  ESiC  could  reside  should  it  be  needed,  as  well  as  functional  online 
collaboration  tools  to  use  in  the  event  of  a  remote  ESIC.  In  general,  it  is  advisable  to  co-locate 
the  ESIC  with  any  space  that  is  being  used  to  coordinate  operational  response  activity. 
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H  Current  Coordination  Processes 

Should  there  be  current  coordination  processes  that  are  effective  in  sharing  information, 
such  as  regular  calls  or  email  listservs,  continue  to  use  them-particularly  prior  to,  or  during 
the  beginning  phases  of,  activation.  However,  the  scope  and  volume  of  an  incident  may  make 
more  direct  communications,  such  as  via  the  ESICCL  or  ESIC,  more  useful. 


Lines  of  Coordination 


CCRG 


I 

I 

I 


Congressional  / 
Inter-governmental 
Affairs  Liaison 


Direct  _ Coordinating 

Relationship  Relationship 
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MULTI-STATE  COORDINATED  LEVEL  i  FIELD  LEVEL 


Phase  3:  Message/Document  Drafting, 
Coordination,  and  Distribution 


Message/Document  Drafting  and  Coordination 

It  is  best  to  have  some  communications  materials  ahead  of  time;  however,  every  incident  is  differ¬ 
ent  and  depends  on  a  range  of  factors,  so  communicators  will  oftentimes  have  to  adapt  on  the  fly. 

Messaging  will  need  to  be  adapted,  drafted,  coordinated,  and  distributed  quickly  in  order  to  effec¬ 
tively  respond.  In  addition  to  the  coordination  resources,  mechanisms,  and  processes  described 
above,  the  diagram  below  shows  how  that  loop  may  work  practically,  in  and  among  the  various 
parties  who  will  be  speaking  publicly. 


The  CCRG  staff  will  not  necessarily  retain  authority  to  approve  messages  emanating  from  affected 
communities’  communications  staffs,  nor  vice  versa;  however,  the  CCRG  staff  can  provide 
message  guidance  when  needed  or  warranted.  In  addition,  key  inputs  should  be  sought  from 
Congressional/Inter-governmental  Affairs  and  Law  Enforcement  Liaisons,  and  approval  authority 
can  be  retained  by  those  communicators  with  whom  these  liaisons  work  at  their  home  agencies  or 
organizations. 
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Distribution 


Distribution  of  approved  communications  materials  to  the  public  and  other  stakeholders  should 
leverage,  and  mirror,  existing  processes  to  the  degree  possible.  The  CCRG,  by  virtue  of  its 
makeup,  with  communications  professionals  from  a  variety  of  relevant  organizations,  should 
coordinate  the  messaging,  but  largely  leave  distribution  to  the  organizational  members. 

A  sample  distribution  process  is  illustrated  below: 


Communications  Materials  Coordinated  and  Approved  via  CCRG 

1 

r 

CCRG  Shares  Communications  Materials  with  EI-GCC,  NASS, 

EAC,  NASED,  IGO,  EAC,  and  others 

1 

EI-GCC,  NASS,  NASED,  IGO,  and  EAC  distribute  communications 
materials  via  their  own  press  contact  lists,  membership  contact 
lists,  stakeholder  contact  lists  (including  state  offices-Governors, 
SOSs,  Election  Directors,  and  others). 

Stakeholders  (Governors,  SOSs,  Election  Directors)  distribute 
communications  materials  further  via  their  own  press  contact 
lists,  stakeholder  contact  lists,  and  other  lists. 
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Phase  4:  Evaluation  and  Feedback 


Incorporating  both  real-time  evaluation  and  feedback,  as  well  as  post-incident  after-action 
reviews  into  your  response  is  critical  to  both  the  response  you  are  currently  managing,  and  cap¬ 
turing  lessons  learned  for  the  future. 


Real-Time  Evaluation 

while  capabilities  and  resources  may  differ  greatly  among  affected  communities,  the  CCRG 
could  augment  these  by  providing  services  that  can  assist  the  holistic  communications  response, 
including: 


Media  Monitorlng-lt  is  critical  to  understand  how  the  media  tone  is  shaping  up.  Media 
monitoring  should  be  compiled  at  least  daily,  providing  insight  on  tone  and  volume  and 
identifying  areas  for  further  concentration  or  strategic/tactical  communications  changes. 

Social  Media  Analysis-Similar  to  traditional  media  monitoring,  social  media  listening  tools 
and  analysis  can  provide  key  insight  into  which  messengers  are  driving  conversation  about 
the  incident,  as  well  as  how  voters  are  reacting  to  news  and  sharing  information. 

Call  Center  Analysis-if  the  affected  community  has  a  voter  call  center,  it  is  important  to 
track  and  analyze  the  questions  and  comments  received.  This  information  can  be  a  key 
indicator  of  misinformation  or  provide  insight  into  where  efforts  need  to  be  expanded  to  get 
accurate  information  to  voters. 

Polling/Public  Opinion  Research-In  order  to  gain  more  in-depth  insights,  polling  or  public 
opinion  research  can  do  much  in  terms  of  uncovering  voter  reactions  to  an  election-related 
cyber  incident,  helping  shape  near  and  longer-term  strategy. 


After-Action  Review  and  Report 


Once  an  incident  has  concluded,  it  is  important  to  review  communications-related  activities, 
discuss  what  worked  and  didn’t  work,  and  document  those  lessons  to  be  incorporated  into  both 
steady-state  and  crisis  planning. 
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Many  of  the  coordination  resources  and  mechanisms  described  above  can  be  adapted  for  this 
purpose,  for  example  the  ESICCL  call.  The  after-action  process  should  analyze  the  incident  from 
start  to  finish,  examining  the  Plan-Prepare-Respond-Recover  communications  lifecycle  of  that 
incident. 

H  Your  after-action  report  should  include: 

A  summary  of  the  incident; 
an  overview  of  the  operational  response; 
the  communications  objectives; 
and  by  phase,  with  specificity: 
concern 
outcome 

recommendations 

This  after-action  process  will  assist  in  building  your  communications  response  capability  and 
coordination  in  a  resilient  process  that  can  be  more  effectively  utilized  when  facing  future 
incidents. 
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Communications  Coordination 
and  Response  Checklist 


This  checklist  will  help  guide  actions  prior  to,  and  through,  the  first  several  days  of  a  multi-state 
election-related  cyber  incident. 


There  are  five  lists: 

^  Before  a  cyber  crisis 
^  Before  a  cyber  crisis  becomes  public 

Multistate  Election-Related  Cyber  incident  Assessment  &  Activation 
Coordination/Communications  Outreach 
Products 


Before  a  cyber  crisis 


□  Identify  office  protocol  and  a  crisis  communications  team.  (Should  include  IT). 

□  Create  a  list  of  terms  with  common  nomenclature  for  use  by  all  stakeholders. 

□  Set  an  internal  communication  plan  with  elections  staff.  (How  often,  when,  and  where 
will  all  staff  meet?  Information  must  travel  up  and  down  the  chain  of  command  with 
clear  boundaries  for  disseminating  information  and  interfacing  with  the  public/media.) 

n  Fnsure  that  all  stakeholders  can  be  reached  in  a  crisis  without  access  to  networks  or 
smart  phones. 

□  Craft  communications  materials  that  can  be  used  in  a  potential  cyber  incident. 

(For  examples,  elections  officials  may  request  sample  materials  from  NASS,  NASED, 
or  the  EAC.) 

□  Ensure  that  staff  understand  their  role  in  a  cyber  incident.  For  those  who  do  not  have  a 
specific  role,  ensure  they  understand  why  their  work  matters  to  the  outside  world  and  how 
they  can  continue  doing  their  jobs  while  designated  managers  handle  the  cyber  incident. 

□  Ensure  that  communications  plans  can  be  accessed  and  are  regularly  updated. 
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Before  a  cyber  crisis  becomes  public 


□  Obtain  technical  briefing.  (Assess  and  verify  all  information.) 

□  Decide  whether  to  activate  CCRG. 

□  Decide  whether  website  can  remain  online,  if  you  must  disable  it,  iaunch  a  microsite 
(hosted  on  a  different  network)  in  its  place. 

□  If  email  is  potentially  compromised,  use  an  outside  communications  channel. 

□  Consult  authorities,  if  needed. 

□  Meet  internally  in  war  room;  set  internal  communication  schedule. 

□  Determine  CCRG  roles  and  responsibilities,  if  you  have  not  done  so  already. 

□  Assess  stakeholders. 

□  Determine  broad  communications  strategy. 

□  Prepare  holding  statement. 

□  Develop  communications  plan. 

□  Draft  additional  communications  required  to  execute  plan,  including  a 
communications  rollout  plan  (includes  communication  with  media,  stakeholders,  and 
employees). 

□  Establish  plan  for  traditional  and  social  media  monitoring. 

□  Establish  media  response  protocol. 

□  Notify  affected  employees,  if  necessary.  It  may  be  that  only  a  small  group  of 
employees  are  informed  initially.  Communicate  internally,  as  needed. 

□  Notify  stakeholders  (See  list  on  reverse  page),  if  appropriate,  and  galvanize  suppor  L. 
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Multistate  Election-Related  Cyber  Incident  Assessment  &  Activation 


□  Notification  to,  and  activation  by  CRCG,  of  a  cyber-reiated  incident  or  threat. 

□  Situation  Assessment/Escalation. 

□  High-Intensity  Incident:  Cyber-related  incident  that  triggers  reporting  obligations,  or 
one  that  is  highly  visible  requiring  response. 

□  Medium-Intensity  Incident;  Cyber-related  incident  resulting  in  the  loss  or 
compromise  of  the  data  or  systems,  but  no  formal  reporting  obligations  are 
triggered.  There  may  be  some  awareness  of  the  incident,  however,  spurring  proactive 
communication. 

□  Low-Intensity  Incident:  Cyber-related  incident  resulting  in  minor  disruptions  that 
may  not  be  visible  to  public. 

□  If  Major  or  Moderate,  Media  Operations  Director  and  Communication  Plans  Director 
identified  by  Communications  Director. 

□  Additional  Relevant  Personnel  identified. 

□  Contact  information  for  Relevant  Personnel  distributed. 

□  CRCG  designates  spokesperson,  if  applicable. 

□  Depending  on  assessment  of  situation,  key  messages  determined  based  on  specific 
scenario. 
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Coordination/Communications  Outreach 

□  Communications  Director  activates  ESICCL  call. 

□  Incident  Overview. 

□  Affected  Communities  Communications  Representative  Update. 

□  Initial  Response  Communications  Plan. 

□  Designate  spokesperson  based  on  type  of  incident,  geography(ies)  affected,  and 
scope.  In  a  Major  incident,  the  spokesperson  role  may  include  several  people 
including  a  EI-GCC  representative  as  well  as  an  Affected  Community  spokesperson  as 
well  to  share  information  at  both  a  field  and  national  level.  In  a  Minor  Incident,  a  single 
spokesperson  may  suffice,  i.e.  an  Affected  Community  spokesperson. 

□  Prep  designated  spokesperson  for  media  engagement.  This  includes  review  of 
relevant  facts  and  messaging  as  well  as  a  peer  review  session,  known  as  a  "murder- 
board." 

□  Congressional/Inter-governmental  Affairs  Update. 

□  Congressional/lnter-governmental  Affairs  activity  and  plans. 

□  Law  Enforcement  Liaison  Update. 

□  Law  Enforcement  Liaison  activity  and  plans. 

□  Messaging  Coordination  outlined  by  Communications  Director. 

□  Battle  Rhythm  (Daily  Schedule). 

□  Conclusion  &  Next  Steps. 

□  Communications  Distribution  &  Rollout. 

□  ESIC  activation,  if  necessary. 


Harvard  Kennedy  School  /  Defending  Digital  Democracy  /  Version  1.0:  February  6, 2018 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000653 


Products 


□  staffing  Plan  with  updates  for  Communications  Director. 

□  Battle  Rhythm  (Daily  Schedule). 

□  Staffing  Matrix  and  Organization  Chart. 

□  Communications  Plan. 

□  Advisories. 

□  Press  Releases. 

□  Traditional  and  Social  Media  Monitoring  Reports. 

□  Regular/Daily  update  on  response  activities. 

□  Blog  and  Social  Listening  Updates. 

□  Talking  Points. 

□  Website  updates. 

□  Congressional/Inter-governmental  Advisories,  fact  sheets,  operations  reports 
and  briefing  materials. 

□  Daily  Communication  Summary  to  include  next  day  activity  plans. 
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Conclusion 


As  we  head  into  the  next  election  cycle,  we  hope  that  this  Guide  provides  additional  tools  to  help 
the  EI-GCC,  and  by  extension  election  officials  across  the  country,  prepare  for,  and  manage,  this 
emerging  and  evolving  cyber  risk.  As  with  all  communications  plans,  we  recommend  that  this 
one  be  regularly  updated  by  the  EI-GCC,  as  the  council  further  develops  and  defines  its  role. 

More  information  is  available  on  different  types  of  communications  materials  for  responding  to 
a  cyber  incident.  Election  officials  seeking  examples  of  these  additional  materials  can  request  the 
communications  materials  appendix  to  this  document  from  NASS,  NASED,  or  the  EAC. 
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Do  you  see  a  way  to  make  this  Playbook  better? 

Are  there  new  technologies  or  vulnerabilities  we  should  address? 

We  want  your  feedback. 

Please  share  your  ideas,  stories,  and  comments  on  Twitter  @d3p  using  the  hashtag 
#electionplaybook  or  email  us  at  connect@d3p.org  so  we  can  continue  to  improve 
this  resource  as  the  digital  environment  changes. 


Defending  Digital  Democracy  Project 

Belter  Center  for  Science  and  international  Affairs 
Harvard  Kennedy  School 
79  John  F.  Kennedy  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


www.belfercenter.org/D3P 


Copyright  2018,  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College 
Illustration  icons  from  the  Noto  Emoji  project,  licensed  under  Apache  2.0. 
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^exy  Rios 

Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  August  22,  2018  4:05  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--CCA'R/EA— Election  security  funding 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Hello  Everyone, 

On  March  23,  2018,  the  Consolidated  Appropriations  Act  of  2018  was  signed  into  law  by  the  President,  The  Act  included 
$380  million  in  grants,  made  available  to  states  to  improve  the  administration  of  elections  for  Federal  office,  including  to 
enhance  technology  and  make  certain  election  security  improvements.  The  2018  HAVA  Election  Security  Fund, 
authorized  under  Title  I  Section  101  of  the  Help  America  Vote  Act  ("HAVA")  of  2002,  marks  the  first  new  appropriations 
for  HAVA  grants  since  FY2010,  This  funding  will  provide  states  with  additional  resources  to  secure  and  improve  election 
systems. 

A  few  basic  points  about  the  funding: 

•  It  is  significantly  less  funding  than  what  was  awarded  to  Texas  in  the  first  round  of  HAVA  ($24.4MM  versus 
$229MM). 

•  Texas  was  required  to  submit  a  narrative  and  budget  to  the  US  Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC),  a  copy  of 
which  is  available  at  https://www.eac.gov/pavments-and-grants/hava-funds-state-chart-view/. 

•  The  Texas  narrative  includes  three  basic  categories  of  expenses: 

o  Election  Auditing  and  Cyber  Vulnerabilities:  Security  Services  for  Counties 

o  Voter  Registration  Systems  and  Management  and  Election  Management:  Security  Enhancements  and 
Integration 

o  Voting  Equipment  Replacement  and  Upgrades:  Contract  Solutions  (There  is  not  enough  money  to  sub¬ 
grant  funds  to  the  counties  to  purchase  voting  systems,  but  the  state  will  explore  contract  solutions  to 
economize  resources  to  make  voting  systems  more  affordable  to  the  counties.) 

As  part  of  the  expenditures  for  the  "Election  Auditing  and  Cyber  Vulnerabilities:  Security  Services  for  Counties"  category, 
SOS  has  partnered  with  the  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources  ("DIR"),  which  is  a  state  agency  established  to 
provide  lecliiiology  leadership,  solutions,  and  value  Lo  Texas  state  government,  education,  and  local  government 
entities  to  enable  and  facilitate  the  fulfillment  of  their  core  missions.  DIR  offers  a  number  of  services,  including  a 
cooperative  purchasing  program  where  DIR  effectively  negotiates  contracts  and  harnesses  the  bulk  buying  power  of  the 
state.  DIR  also  has  a  Shared  Technology  Services  Program  that  provides  organizations  access  to  managed  IT  as  a  service. 

One  of  the  shared  services  offered  by  DIR  with  significant  relevance  to  the  HAVA  Security  Grant  is  Managed  Security 
Services  ("MSS").  MSS  consists  of  three  main  service  components:  Security  Monitoring  and  Device  Management, 
Incident  Response,  and  Risk  and  Compliance.  Each  component  contains  a  subset  of  security-related  services  to  choose 
from  to  help  meet  organizational  security  needs. 

DIR  has  executed  a  contract  with  AT&T  through  a  competitive  procurement  process,  for  county  security  assessments 
through  the  MSS  program.  In  a  nutshell,  the  services  include  a  security  assessment  of  your  entire  elections  effort, 
including  processes  and  staff  procedures,  in  addition  to  your  use  of  IT  systems  and  a  darknet/internet  scan.  Accordingly, 
you  may  benefit  from  these  services  even  if  you  use  paper  ballots  for  your  elections.  Results  will  be  provided  in  a  non- 
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technical  scorecard  format  to  give  you  a  clear,  actionable  path  to  improved  security.  Your  assessment  results  w/ill  be 
confidentially  shared  v/ith  your  county  and  will  not  be  shared  with  SOS.  SOS  will,  however,  receive  aggregate  data  to 
help  us  determine  any  remediation  efforts  we  will  offer  going  forward. 

SOS  has  budgeted  enough  funds  to  pay  for  each  county's  assessment,  and  all  counties  are  encouraged  to  utilize  these 
services.  Goods  or  services  procured  outside  of  the  contract  with  AT&T  referenced  above  will  not  be  reimbursed  by  the 
state.  In  order  to  participate,  please  email  ElecAssessment(5) sos.texas.gov  to  let  SOS  know  you  are  interested  in 
participating  in  the  program,  and  follow  proper  county  procedures  to  authorize  participation  in  the  program  (e.g., 
commissioners  court  approval).  You  must  designate  an  official  to  act  for  the  county  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
program,  and  be  prepared  to  execute  various  documents  with  DIR  and  AT&T  relating  to  the  assessment.  AT&T  and  SOS 
will  be  following  upon  this  e-mail  to  assist  counties  with  registering  for  this  process.  Assessments  will  be  scheduled  as 
4-8  week  engagements  (a  short  visit  onsite  followed  by  several  weeks  of  analysis  offsite),  depending  on  the  size  of  the 
county  (based  on  voter  registration).  DIR  plans  to  invoice  SOS  directly  for  the  assessments,  and,  accordingly,  there  are 
no  funds  anticipated  to  be  received  or  spent  by  counties  participating  in  this  program. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtxnl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


WQTMTEXUB.OOW 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  rewetv  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


2 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000658 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  August  29,  2018  4:32  PM 

Mass  Email  —County  Judges—  General  Election  Duties  for  County  Judges  (CC/EA) 
Proclamation.pdf;  General  Election  Duties  Memo  for  County  Judges.pdf 


Dear  County  Officials, 

On  November  6, 201 8,  the  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers  will  be  held.  Tire  Governor’s  Proclamation 
for  the  General  Election  is  attached.  This  memorandum  summarizes  your  duties  as  county  judge  for  these 
elections. 

Ordering  the  Election 

On  Friday,  August  24,  2018  the  Governor  ordered  the  general  election  for  state  and  district  offices  to  be  held  on 
November  6,  2018.  One  of  the  county  judge’s  official  election-related  duties  for  the  November  6,  2018  general 
election  is  to  order  the  election  for  county  and  precinct  offices.  You  may  use  the  Secretary  of  State’s  form  to  order 
the  election. 

Notice  of  the  Election 

The  notice  must  contain  the  following  information,  and  you  may  use  the  Secretary  of  State’s  form  for  this  notice: 

1 .  The  type  and  date  of  the  election; 

2.  The  location  of  each  polling  place; 

3.  The  hours  the  polls  will  be  open; 

4.  The  location  of  the  main  early  voting  polling  place; 

5.  The  regular  dates  and  hours  for  early  voting  by  personal  appearance; 

6.  The  dates  and  hours  of  any  Saturday  or  Sunday  early  voting,  if  any;  and 

7.  The  early  voting  clerk’s  mailing  address. 

8.  We  recommend  that  the  infomiation  regarding  branch  early  voting  locations  be  included  as  part  of  your 
notice. 

I'he  following  forms  may  be  used: 

•  Notice  of  General  Election  for  Counties  tPDF) 

•  Notice  of  Special  Election  for  Counties  (PDF) 

Providing  Notice  of  the  Election 

Counties  are  required  to  publish  their  notice  in  a  newspaper  in  accordance  with  Section  4.003(a)(1).  Counties  must 
also  post  a  copy  of  the  notice  on  the  governmental  bulletin  board  used  for  posting  notice  of  public  meetings  no  later 
than  the  21st  day  before  election  day,  Tuesday,  October  16, 2018.  (Sec.  4.003(b)). 

Certification  of  Candidates  for  County  and  Precinct  Officers 

You  are  required  to  certify  any  independent  or  write-in  candidates  to  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator  no 
later  than  Thursday,  August  30,  2018.  You  may  find  the  sample  forni  for  certification  of  independent  candidates 
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online.  You  may  find  the  sample  fonn  for  certification  of  write-in  candidates  online.  You  do  not  have  to  use  our 
fonns.  NOTE:  If  no  write-in  candidates  filed,  you  must  certify  that  fact  by  stating  “none”  on  Forni  3-14. 

Writs  of  Election  for  Judges 


You  are  also  responsible  for  sending  to  each  election  judge  a  writ  of  election,  which  is  notice  to  the  judge  of  his/her 
duty  to  hold  the  election  on  November  6,  2018.  The  writ  must  be  sent  no  later  than  Monday,  October  22, 
2018.  You  may  use  the  Secretaiy  of  State’s  Foim  4-12. 

Canvassing  the  Election 

Tire  commissioners  court  must  canvass  the  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers  not  earlier  than  November 
9,  2018  and  not  later  than  November  20,  2018.  Tlie  canvass  cannot  take  place  prior  to  the  reconvening  of  the  early 
voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  authorized  late  arriving  ballots  or  to  count  provisional  ballots.  For  more 
infonnation,  please  see  Advisory  No.  2018-02  -  Ballot  by  Mail  Deadlines.  Note  that  the  officially  canvassed 
returns  for  the  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers  must  be  delivered  by  the  county  election 
officer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  24  hours  of  the  canvass. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-fi'ee  at  1-800-252-2216  or  send  an 
email  to  Elections@sos.texas.  gov. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31. 004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Governor  Greg  Abbott 


August  24.  2018 


The  Honorable  Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 
State  Capitol  Room  1E.8 
Austin,  Texas  78701 

Dear  Mr.  Secretary: 

Pursuant  to  his  powers  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas,  Greg  Abbott  has  issued  the  following 
proclamation: 

Ordering  a  general  election  to  be  held  throughout  the  State  of  Texas  on  the  6th  day  of 
November,  2018. 

The  original  of  this  proclamation  is  attached  to  this  letter  of  transEnittal. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


FILED  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
O’CLOCK 


Secretary  of  State 


Post  OrncE  Box  12428  Austin, Texas  78711 512-463-2000  (Voice)  Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
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PROCLAMATION 

BY  THE 

%n\Jtxnxit  uf 


TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME: 


BE  IT  KNOWN  THAT  I,  GREG  ABBOTT,  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
TEXAS,  DO  HEREBY  ORDER  A  GENERAL  ELECTION  to  be  held  throughout 
the  State  of  Texas  on  the  first  TUESDAY  NEXT  AFTER  THE  FIRST  MONDAY 
IN  NOVEMBER,  2018,  being  the  6th  day  of  NOVEMBER,  2018;  and 

NOTICE  THEREOF  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  to  the  people  of  Texas  and  to  the 
COUNTY  JUDGE  of  each  county  who  is  directed  to  cause  said  election  to  be 
held  at  each  precinct  in  the  county  on  such  date  for  the  purpose  of  electing  state 
and  district  officers,  members  of  the  Texas  Legislature,  and  members  of  the 
United  States  Congress,  as  required  by  Section  3.003  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 


ATTESTED  BY: 

ROLANDO  B.  PABLOS 
Secretary  of  State 


FILED  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
O’CLOCK 


AUG  2  4  2018 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  29,  2018  5:24  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  -  CC/EA/VR  (894)  -  Election  Security  Assessments 

Attachments:  Joint  Letter  to  County  Elections  Administrators_8.29.18.pdf;  Interlocal  Contract 

Template.pdf;  Managed  Security  Services  Contract  Template.pdf;  Addendum  to  ILC.pdf 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Attached,  please  find  a  Joint  letter  and  enclosed  documents  on  behalf  of  Texas  Secretary  of  State  Rolando  Pablos  and 
Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources  Executive  Director  Stacey  Napier  regarding  election  security  assessments 
for  your  county. 

Should  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  us  know. 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us  / elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTlTEEIie.eO¥> 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fa.\:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Ser\'ices 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: 

County  Judges 

/ 

FROM: 

t 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE: 

August  29, 2018 

RE: 

Election  Duties  for  November  6,  2018 

On  November  6, 2018,  the  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers  will  be  held.  Enclosed  please 
find  a  copy  of  the  Governor’s  Proclamation  for  the  General  Election.  This  memorandum  summarizes 
your  duties  as  county  judge  for  these  elections. 

Ordering  the  Election 

On  Friday,  August  24,  2018  the  Governor  ordered  the  general  election  for  state  and  district  offices  to 
be  held  on  November  2018.  One  of  the  count}’ judge’s  officio!  electicn-reloted  duties  for  the 
November  6,  2018  general  election  is  to  order  the  election  for  county  and  precinct  offices.  You  may 
use  the  Secretary  of  State’s  form  to  order  the  election. 

Notice  of  the  Election 

The  notice  must  contain  the  following  information,  and  you  may  use  the  Secretary  of  State’s  form 
for  this  notice: 

1 .  The  type  and  date  of  the  election; 

2.  The  location  of  each  polling  place; 

3.  The  hours  the  polls  will  be  open; 

4.  The  location  of  the  main  early  voting  polling  place; 

5.  The  regular  dates  and  hours  for  early  voting  by  personal  appearance; 

6.  The  dates  and  hours  of  any  Saturday  or  Sunday  early  voting,  if  any;  and 

7.  The  early  voting  clerk’s  mailing  address. 

8.  We  recommend  that  the  information  regarding  branch  early  voting  locations  be  included 
as  part  of  your  notice. 
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The  following  forms  may  be  used: 


•  Notice  of  General  Election  for  Counties  (PDF') 

•  Notice  of  Special  Election  for  Counties  CPDF) 

Providing  Notice  of  the  Election 

Counties  are  required  to  publish  their  notice  in  a  newspaper  in  accordance  with  Section 
4.003(a)(1).  Counties  must  also  post  a  copy  of  the  notice  on  the  governmental  bulletin  board  used  for 
posting  notice  of  public  meetings  no  later  than  the  2 1  st  day  before  election  day,  Tuesday,  October  1 6, 
2018.  (Sec.  4.003(b)). 

Certification  of  Candidates  for  County  and  Precinct  Officers 

You  are  required  to  certify  any  independent  or  write-in  candidates  to  the  County  Clerk/Elections 
Administrator  no  later  than  Thursday,  August  30,  2018.  You  may  find  the  sample  form  for 
certification  of  independent  candidates  online.  You  may  find  the  sample  form  for  certification  of 
write-in  candidates  online.  You  do  not  have  to  use  our  fonns.  NOTE:  If  no  write-in  candidates  filed, 
you  must  certify  that  fact  by  stating  “none”  on  Form  3-14. 

Writs  of  Election  for  Judges 

You  are  also  responsible  for  sending  to  each  election  judge  a  writ  of  election,  which  is  notice  to  the 
judge  of  his/her  duty  to  hold  the  election  on  November  6,  20 1 8.  The  writ  must  be  sent  no  later  than 
Monday,  October  22, 201 8.  You  may  use  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Fonn  4-12. 


Canvassing  the  Election 

The  commissioners  court  must  canvass  the  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers  not  earlier 
than  November  9,  2018  and  not  later  than  November  20,  2018.  The  canvass  cannot  take  place  prior 
to  the  reconvening  of  the  early  voting  ballot  board  to  count  any  authorized  late  arriving  ballots  or  to 
count  provisional  ballots.  For  more  information,  please  see  Advisory  No.  2018-02  -  Ballot  by  Mail 
Deadlines.  Note  that  the  officially  canvassed  returns  for  the  general  election  for  state  and 
county  officers  must  be  delivered  by  the  county  election  officer  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
within  24  hours  of  the  canvass. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252- 
8683  or  send  an  email  to  Elections@sos.texas.gov. 

KI:CA:KH 
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August  29,  2018 


TcagS  Dec^rtre^'tol  Inforn’iat-c^  Rescu^ces. 


Dear  County  Elections  Administrator: 

First,  we  would  like  to  thank  you  and  your  colleagues  for  your  tireless  work  to  uphold  the  integrity  and  security 
of  elections  in  the  State  of  Texas.  As  part  of  our  shared  commitment  to  enhancing  election  infrastructure 
security,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State’s  office  (SOS)  and  the  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources  (DIR) 
have  partnered  to  offer  election  security  assessments  to  all  254  Texas  counties  using  funds  from  our  state’s 
share  of  the  2018  Help  America  Vote  Act  (HAVA)  grant  disbursement.  As  you  are  aware,  DIR  has  executed  a 
contract  with  AT&T  to  provide  county  security  assessments,  at  no  cost  to  your  county,  through  the  agency’s 
Managed  Security  Services  (MSS)  program.  Last  week,  you  received  an  e-mail  from  the  SOS  Director  of 
Elections  with  instructions  on  how  to  initiate  your  county’s  assessment. 

With  the  November  election  swiftly  approaching,  we  urge  you  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  free  election 
security  assessment  service  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  you,  your  fellow  election  officials,  and  county  leadership 
can  have  a  detailed  roadmap  for  the  security  enhancements  your  office  may  need  to  ensure  the  continued 
integrity  of  your  elections  infrastructure  -  enhancements  that  can  be  subsidized  using  funds  from  the  201 8 
HAVA  disbursement.  As  each  county’s  assessment  may  take  4-8  weeks,  depending  on  the  size  of  your  county, 
we  strongly  encourage  you  to  initiate  the  process  now  by  e-mailing  ElecAssessment@.sos.texas.gov  and 
following  proper  county  procedures  (gaining  approval  from  your  commissioners  court)  to  authorize 
participation  in  the  program. 

After  indicating  your  desire  to  participate,  you  must  designate  an  official  to  serve  as  the  county’s  liaison  on  all 
matters  relating  to  the  program  and  be  prepared  to  execute  documents  with  DIR  and  AT&T  regarding  the 
assessment.  We  have  enclosed  copies  of  the  Interlocal  Contract  (ILC)  Template,  MSS  Contract  Template,  and 
Addendum  to  the  ILC  for  your  review.  Should  you  have  any  questions  on  these  documents,  please  contact 
DIRSharedServices@,dir.texas.gov  at  DIR. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  commitment  to  strengthening  the  security  of  our  slate’s  elections,  and  we  look 
forward  to  working  with  you  to  ensure  Texas  voters  can  continue  to  cast  their  ballots  with  confidenee  in  201 8 
and  beyond. 

Sincerely, 


Rolando  B.  Pablos  Stacey  Napier 

Texas  Secretary  of  State  Executive  Director,  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources 

Enel;  Interlocal  Contract  Template,  Managed  Security  Services  Contract  Template,  Addendum  to  ILC 
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INTERLOCAL  CONTRACT 
BETWEEN 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  INFORMATION  RESOURCES 

AND 

xxxx 

RELATING  TO  THE  USE  OF  THE  DIR  SHARED  SERVICES  MASTER  SERVICE 

AGREEMENTS 

This  Interlocal  Contract  ("ILC”  or  “Contract”)  is  entered  into  by  the  governmental  entities 
shown  above  as  contracting  parties  (referred  to  individually  as  a  “Party”  and  collectively 
as  the  “Parties”)  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Interlocal  Cooperation  Act,  Chapter  791 , 
Texas  Government  Code.  This  ILC  is  created  to  give  effect  to  the  intent  and  purpose  of 
Subchapter  L,  Chapter  2054,  Texas  Government  Code,  cohcerning  statewide  technology 
centers,  specifically  sections  2054.376(a)(3),  2054.3771,  and  2054.3851. 

The  entity  receiving  services  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  through  this  ILC 
is  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  “Receiving  Entity”  or  the  “DIR  Customer.” 

This  ILC  authorizes  DIR  Customer  to  participate  in  the  Department  of  Information 
Resources  (“DIR”  or  “Performing  Agency”)  Shared  Services  Program.  The  DIR  Shared 
Services  Program  includes  contracts  that  have  been  competitively  procured  by  DIR.  Ail 
specific  services  and  products  are  purchased  through  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program 
contracts  and  subject  to  the  processes  and  terms  therein. 

DIR’s  Shared  Services  Program  provides  for  a  Multisourcing  Service  Integrator  (MSI) 
service  provider  (“MSI  SCP”)  and  various  Service  Component  Providers  (“SCP”).  The 
Shared  Services  Master  Service  Agreements,  as  amended,  are  defined  on  the  Shared 
Services  web  page^^^^^p^^  DiR  website  (“DiR  Shared  Services  Contracts”)  and  are 
incorporated  herein.  Unless  otherwise  referenced,  the  references  to  Exhibits  and 
Attachments  herein  are  references  to  Exhibits  and  Attachments  of  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  that  this  ILC  is  with  DIR  and,  therefore,  DIR 
Customer  does  not  have  privity  of  contract  with  the  SCPs. 

Capitalized  terms  not  defined  herein  shall  have  the  meaning  set  forth  in  the  relevant  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contract. 

SECTION  I 

CONTRACTING  PARTIES 


DIR  CUSTOMER:  XXXX 

PERFORMING  AGENCY:  Department  of  Information  Resources 
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SECTION  II 

STATEMENT  OF  SERVICES  TO  BE  PERFORMED 

2.1  Effect  of  ILC  and  General  Process 

The  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  offers  a  variety  of  services  and  related  support  and 
products.  The  list  of  such  services  is  provided  through  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Catalog 
and  the  DIR  Shared  Services  portal.  Further,  SCPs  may  work  with  third-party  vendors  to 
provide  additional  services  or  products  within  the  requirements  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contract. 

This  ILC  describes  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  the  Parties  relating  to  implementation, 
operation,  maintenance,  use,  payment,  and  other  associated  issues  by  and  between  DIR 
Customer  and  DIR  related  to  the  Services  to  be  provided  through  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts.  DIR  Customer  shall  receive  the  Services  described  in  the  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contracts,  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts  and  this  ILC.  DIR  Customer  is  only  subject  to  those  specific  terms  to  the  extent 
DIR  Customer  requests  services  or  products  through  those  specific  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts. 

The  details  of  specific  processes  and  procedures  are  contained  in  the  relevant  Service 
Management  Manual  {“SMM”),  developed  iDy  the  MSI  and/pr  SCPs,  approved  by  DIR, 
and  incorporated  herein.  The  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  require  the  MSI  and  SCPs 
to  develop  appropriately  documented  policies,  processes,  and  procedures  and  to  provide 
training  to  DIR  Customer  personnel  where  required  to  ensure  effective  service  interfaces, 
before  approval  and  adoption  of  the  SMM. 

The  terms  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  will  apply  to  this  ILC  and  will 
remain  in  full  force  and  effect  except  as  may  be  expressly  modified  by  any  amendment 
to  the  specific  DIR  Shared  Services  Contract.  Such  amendments  will  automatically  apply 
to  this  ILC  with  no  further  action  by  the  Parties.  DIR  shall  keep  DIR  Customer  generally 
informed  of  such  amendments  and  provide  the  opportunity  to  provide  input  to  DIR  through 
the  Shared  Services  portal  as  well  as  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  Governance 
structure  described  below. 

2.2  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  Process 

To  obtain  Services,  DiR  Customer  shall  either  order  services  directly  through  the  MSI 
Marketplace  portal  where  certain  services  and  pricing  are  established  or  request  certain 
services  and  products  through  the  Request  for  Services  process.  This  process  is  detailed 
in  the  relevant  SMM  for  each  SCP.  SCP(s)  will  respond  with  a  proposal,  including  the 
proposed  solution  or  service,  estimated  cost  or  other  financial  obligations,  if  any,  and  any 
other  relevant  program-specific  terms  and  conditions  related  to  the  services  provided  for 
in  response  to  the  Request  for  Service.  DIR  Customer  may  accept  or  decline  those  terms 
and  services  at  that  time.  The  final  DIR  Customer  approved  technical  solution,  financial 
solution,  and  related  terms  are  contractually  binding  terms  that  incorporate  the  terms  of 
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this  ILC  and  the  relevant  Shared  Services  Contract(s).  Later  termination  of  a  Service  or 
solution  after  an  original  approval  or  any  pre-payment,  may  result  in  additional  cost  to  the 
DIR  Customer  and  may  not  allow  for  any  refund  of  payments  already  made. 

2.3  Change  Orders  and  Change  Control 

In  accordance  with  the  relevant  SMM  and  Shared  Services  Contract  requirements,  DIR 
Customer  will  coordinate  with  the  MSI  and/or  SCP  for  all  change  requests.  Change 
Control  processes  and  authority  may  vary  between  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  as  it 
relates  to  the  rights  of  Customers  to  request  changes.  Further,  Change  Control  does  not 
allow  DIR  Customers  to  alter  terms  and  conditions  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

SECTION  III 

DIR  CUSTOMER  PARTICIPATION 

3.1  General  Shared  Services  Governance 

Governance  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  is  based  on  an  owner-operator 
approach  in  which  DIR  Customers,  in  the  role  of  operator,  actively  work  with  ail  SCPs  to 
resolve  local  operational  issues  and  participate  in  committees  to  address  enterprise 
matters.  Enterprise-level  decisions,  DIR  Customer  issues,  and  resolution  of  escalated 
DIR  Customer-specific  issues  are  carried,  out  by  standing  governance  committees, 
organized  by  subject  area  and  comprised  of  representatives  from  DIR  Customers,  DIR 
management,  SCP  management,  MSI  management,  and  subject-matter  experts.  DIR 
Customers  are  structured  into  partner  groups  that  select  representatives  to  participate  in 
these  committees.  DIR  Customer  shall  participate  within  this  Governance  structure  as 
described  above  and  within  the  relevant  SMM(s)  (“Shared  Services  Governance”). 

3.2  DIR  Customer  and  SCP  Interaction  and  Issue  Escalation 

In  accordance  with  the  relevant  SMM(s),  DIR  Customer  shall  interface  with  SCPs  on  the 
performance  of  "day-to-day”  operations,  including  work  practices  requiring  SCP  and  DIR 
Customer  interaction,  issues  resolution,  training,  pianning/coordination,  and  “sign-off.”  All 
issues  are  intended  to  be  resolved  at  the  lowest  level  possible.  In  those  instances  where 
it  becomes  necessary,  the  following  escalation  path  is  utilized.  If  DIR  Customer  is  not  able 
to  resolve  an  issue  directly  with  SCP  staff,  DIR  customer  escalates  the  issue  to  SCP 
management.  If  the  issue  cannot  be  resolved  by  SCP  management,  DIR  Customer 
escalates  to  DIR.  If  the  issue  cannot  be  resolved  by  DIR,  DIR  Customer  escalates  to  the 
appropriate  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  Governance  committee. 

3.3  DIR  Customer  Specific  Laws 

Per  the  Compliance  with  Laws  section  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  DIR 
Customer  shall  notify  DIR,  in  writing,  of  all  DIR  Customer-specific  laws  (“DIR  Customer- 
Specific  Laws”),  other  than  SCP  Laws,  that  pertain  to  any  part  of  DIR  Customer’s 
business  that  is  supported  by  SCPs  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  and  DIR 
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will  notify  SCPs,  in  writing,  of  such  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws.  The  Parties  intend  that 
such  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  will  be  identified  and  included  in  the  portion  of  the  SMM 
specific  to  DIR  Customer.  DIR  Customer  shall  use  commercially  reasonable  efforts  to 
notify  DIR,  in  writing,  of  any  changes  to  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  that  may,  in  any 
way,  impact  the  performance,  provision,  receipt  and  use  of  Services  under  the  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contracts.  DIR  shall  advise  SCPs  of  such  change  and  require  that  any 
changes  to  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  are  identified  and  included  in  the  SMM.  If 
necessary  to  facilitate  DIR  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts,  DIR  Customer  shall  provide  written  interpretation  to  DIR  of  any  DIR  Customer- 
Specific  Law. 

3.4  DIR  Customer  responsibilities 

Where  appropriate,  DIR  Customer  shall  support  the  following; 

(a)  Software  currency  standards  are  established  for  the  Shared  Services 

environment  through  the  owner  operator  governance  model.  DIR  Customers 
will  be  engaged  in  approval  of  these  standards  and  the  development  of 
technology  roadmaps  that  employ  these  software  currency  standards.  DIR 
Customers  are  expected  to  remediate  applications  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
standards  ; 

(b)  Technology  standards  (e.g.  server  naming  standards,  reference  hardware 
architectures,  operating  systeiri  platforms)  are  established  through  Shared 
Services  Governance.  DIR  Customers  will  adKere  to  these  standards.  Any 
exceptions  will  follow  governance  request  processes. 

(c)  DIR  Customer  shall  ensure  network  connectivity  and  sufficient  bandwidth  to 
meet  DIR  Customer’s  needs. 

(d)  DIR  Customers  will  collaborate  with  SCPs  to  establish  and  leverage  standard, 
regular  change  windows  to  support  changes  to  enterprise  systems.  These 
change  windows  will  be  constructed  to  support  varying  degrees  of  service 
impact,  from  planned  down-time  to  no  service  impact.  Standard  enterprise 
changes  during  these  windows  may  affect  all  systems  in  one  or  more  of  the 
consolidated  data  centers  simultaneously. 

(e)  DIR  Customers  will  support  the  consolidation  of  commodity  services  into 
shared  enterprise  solutions  that  leverage  common  management  and 
configuration  practices  delivered  by  the  service  providers.  Examples  of  such 
commodity  services  are  SMTP  mail  relay  and  DNS  management. 

(f)  DIR  Customers  will  support  and  align  with  standard  enterprise  Service 
Responsibilities  Matrixes  and  associated  processes  for  obtaining  an  exception 
or  making  improvements  to  the  standard  enterprise  Service  Responsibility 
Matrixes. 
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3.5  DIR  Customer  Equipment  and  Facilities 

Any  use  by  SCPs  of  DIR  Customer  Equipment  and/or  Facilities  shall  be  limited  to  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

DIR  Customer  will  retain  ownership  of  DIR  Customer  Equipment.  DIR  Customer  shall 
comply  with  DIR  refresh  policies,  as  amended  from  time  to  time  by  DIR. 

3.6  DIR  Customer  Contracts,  Leases,  and  Software  with  Third  Parties 

DIR  Customer  will  make  available  for  use  or  use  its  best  efforts  to  cause  to  be  made 
available  for  use  by  DIR  and/or  SCPs  the  DIR  Customer  Contracts  and  Leases  with  third 
parties  (“DIR  Customer  Third  Party  Contracts  and  Leases”)  and  DIR  Customer  third  party 
software  (“DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software”)  that  pertain  to  the  Shared 
Services.  Any  use  by  DIR  and/or  SCPs  of  DIR  Customer  Third  Party  Contracts  and 
Leases  and/or  DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software  shall  be  limited  to  fulfilling 
the  requirements  of  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

SCPs  shall  obtain  all  Required  Consents  in  accordance  with  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts.  DIR  Customer  will  use  its  best  efforts  to  assist  SCPs  to  obtain  from  each  Third 
Party  Software  licensor  the  right  to  use  the  DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software 
for  Services  provided  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts.  Except  to  the  extent 
expressly  provided  otherwise  and  in  accordance  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts, 
SCPs  shall  pay  all  transfer,  re-licensing,  termination  charges  and  other  costs  or  expenses 
associated  with  obtaining  any  Required  Consents  or  obtaining  any  licenses  or 
agreements  as  to  which  SCPs  are  unable  to  obtain  such  Required  Consents.  If  requested 
by  DIR,  DIR  Custorher  shall  coopeirate  with  SCPs  in  obtaining  the  Required  Consents  by 
executing  appropriate  DiR  approved  written  communications  and  other  documents 
prepared  or  provided  by  SCPs. 

3.7  Security 

DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with  recommended  relevant  security  standards  and  relevant 
SCP  security  guides,  as  amended  from  Lime  to  lime  by  DIR,  the  MSI,  or  the  SCP.  DIR 
Customer  shall  inform  DIR  as  to  any  DIR  Customer  specific  security  considerations. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  that  any  failure  on  its  part  to  follow  recommended  security 
standards,  policies;  and  procedures  may  place  its  own  data  and  operations  at  risk  as  well 
as  those  of  SCP(s)  and  other  governmental  entities.  DIR  Customer  accepts  the  related 
potential  risks  and  liabilities  that  are  created  by  DiR  Customer's  failure  to  comply  with  the 
recommendations  if  it  is  determined  such  recommendations  would  have  prevented  an 
issue.  DIR  accepts  no  responsibility  for  the  risk  or  liability  incurred  due  to  a  DiR 
Customer’s  decision  to  not  follow  DIR’s  recommendations.  SCP  will  not  be  liable  for 
violations  of  security  policies  and  procedures  by  DIR  Customer.  Additionally,  failure  to 
comply  with  security  standards,  policies,  and  procedures  may  lead  to  the  suspension  or 
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termination  of  the  availability  of  certain  Applications  and  services.  SCP  will  give  DIR  and 
the  DIR  Customer  notification  of  non-compliance. 

SECTION  IV 
CONTRACT  AMOUNT 

in  accordance  with  terms  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  including  all  relevant 
pricing  and  accepted  Request  for  Services  proposals,  and  this  ILC,  DIR  Customer  shall 
be  responsible  for  and  agrees  to  pay  DIR  the  applicable  Charges  for  Services  received 
from  the  SCPs  and  the  MSI,  Services  DIR  Customer  agrees  to  pre-pay,  the  DIR  recovery 
fees,  any  allocated  charges,  and  any  Pass  Through  Expenses  incurred  by  DIR  or  SCPs 
on  behalf  of  DIR  Customer.  The  applicable  fees  are  set  out  in  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts  as  incorporated  herein  and,  if  applicable,  specifically  addressed  in 
response  to  any  Request  for  Services.  Certain  pricing  is  based  upon  DIR  Customer’s 
specific  consumption;  therefore,  DIR  Customer  controls  the  amounts  and  duration  of  the 
contract  amounts.  It  is  understood  and  agreed  that  amounts  are  subject  to  change 
depending  upon  Services  required  and/or  requested  and  approved  and  further  dependent 
upon  legislative  direction  and  appropriations  available  for  such  Services. 

Attachment  A  provides  the  estimated  spend  for  services  as  approved  by  DIR  Customer. 
This  form  may  be  revised  and  updated  by  DIR  Customer  as  needed  without  a  formal 
amendment  from  DIR  by  DIR  Customer  submitting  to  DIR  an  updated  form.  DIR 
Customer  must  adhere  to  its  own  policies  and  processes  for  authorizing  an  adjustment  to 
such  amounts  internally.  DIR  Customer  is  solely  responsible  for  monitoring  compliance 
with  Attachment  A  and  to  communicate  any  changes  to  Attachment  A  to  DIR.  DIR  shall 
not  be  responsible  for  monitoring  or  ensuring  such  compliance. 

SECTION  V 

PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES 

DIR  shall  electronically  invoice  DIR  Customer  for  Services  on  a  monthly  basis.  Each 
invoice  shall  include  the  applicable  monthly  charges  for  Services  received  from  the  SCPs, 
the  DIR  recovery  fees,  all  allocated  charges,  and  any  Pass-Through  Expenses  incurred 
by  DIR  or  SCPs  on  behalf  of  DIR  Customer  in  accordance  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts. 

The  DIR  recovery  fees  :shall  be  reviewed  at  least  annually  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  for  billed  statewide  central  services  as  set  forth  in  0MB  Circular  A-87,  Cost 
Principles  for  State,  Local  and  Indian  Tribal  Governments  (as  updated,  revised  or 
restated)  and  other  applicable  statutes,  rules,  regulations  and  guidelines.  DIR  shall  retain 
documentation  for  the  DIR  recovery  fees.  DIR  fees  are  also  determined  and  reported  in 
accordance  with  DIR  processes  and  sections  2054.0345-0346  of  the  Texas  Government 
Code. 
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Each  invoice  shall  include  sufficient  detail  for  DIR  Customer  to  allocate  costs  to  all  federal 
and  state  programs  in  accordance  with  the  relative  benefits  received  and  to  make  federal 
claims  according  to  the  federal  cost  plan  of  DIR  Customer. 

In  order  to  allow  DIR  to  meet  the  statutory  payment  requirements  in  Chapter  2251 ,  Texas 
Government  Code,  DIR  Customer  shall  make  monthly  payments  by  check  or  Electronic 
Funds  Transfer  (EFT)  within  twenty  (20)  days  following  receipt  of  each  invoice  from  DIR. 
For  purposes  of  determination  of  the  payment  due  date,  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  shall  use 
the  date  when  the  invoice  is  electronically  transmitted  by  DIR  to  DIR  Customer  and  posted 
on  the  chargeback  system  along  with  reports  that  substantiate  the  service  volumes  and 
associated  charges.  Although  cash  flow  considerations  require  timely  payments  as 
required  herein,  the  rights  of  DIR  Customer  and  DIR  to  dispute  charges  shall  be 
consistent  with  Texas  law. 

The  MSI  SCP  is  required  to  develop  and  maintain  a  chargeback  system.  DIR  shall 
coordinate  requirements  and  functionality  for  the  chargeback  system  with  DIR  Customer 
needs  and  requirements  under  federal  and  state  requirements  for  invoiced  charges 
generated  through  the  system.  DIR  Customer  shall  utilizefhis  chargeback  system  to  link 
the  designated  measurable  activity  indicators  (such  as  applications  or  print  jobs)  with  the 
appropriate  financial  coding  streams.  DIR  Customer  shall  update  this  information 
monthly,  or  at  such  other  intervals  as  are  necessary,  to  enable  the  MSI  SCP  to  generate 
accurate  invoices  reflecting  the  appropriate  distribution  of  costs  as  designated  by  DIR 
Customer. 

DIR  Customer  is  liable  for  all  costs  and  expenses  associated  with  providing  Services 
under  the  ILC  to  the  extent  such  costs  and  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  DIR  and 
such  Services  have  been  provided  to  DIR  Customer  or  DIR  Customer  agrees  to  pay  for 
sucii  Services  prior  lO  rc^cciviiig  uieiri. 

Except  as  allowed  in  Texas  Government  Code,  Chapter  2251,  DIR  Customer  shall  have 
no  right  to  set  off,  withhold  or  otherwise  reduce  payment  on  an  invoice.  In  accordance 
with  Texas  Government  Code,  Section  791.015,  to  ensure  enforceability  of  payment 
obligations,  DIR  Customer  consents  to  DIR  presenting  this  ILC  and  all  unpaid  invoices  to 
the  alternate  dispute  resolution  process,  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  2009,  Texas  Government 
Code  Provided,  however,  that  such  consent  shall  not  constitute  an  agreement  or 
stipulation  that  Services  have  been  provided  or  that  the  invoices  are  correct.  DIR 
Customer  expressly  retains  all  rights  to  which  it  is  entitled  under  Texas  Government 
Code,  Chapter  2251,  in  the  event  of  a  disagreement  with  DIR  as  to  whether  Services 
have  been  provided  and  accepted  or  an  invoice  contains  an  error. 

If  DIR  Customer  disputes  an  invoice,  it  shall  present  the  billing  dispute  in  writing  directly 
to  the  MSI  through  the  Service  Catalog  within  four  (4)  invoice  cycles  after  the  date  DIR 
Customer  receives  the  invoice  and  reports  that  substantiate  the  service  volumes  and 
associated  Charges  from  DIR.  DIR  Customer  will  provide  to  the  MSI  all  relevant 
documentation  to  justify  the  billing  dispute. 
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SECTION  VI 

TERM  AND  TERMINATION  OF  CONTRACT  AND  SERVICES 

6.1  Term  and  Termination  of  ILC 

The  term  of  this  ILC  shall  commence  upon  start  of  services  or  execution  of  this  ILC, 
whichever  shall  come  earlier,  and  shall  terminate  upon  mutual  agreement  of  the  Parties. 

This  ILC  is  contingent  on  the  continued  appropriation  of  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the 
amounts  specified  in  DIR  Customer’s  Requests  for  Services,  including  the  continued 
availability  of  sufficient  relevant  federal  funds  if  applicable.  Continuation  of  the  ILC  is  also 
contingent  on  the  continued  statutory  authority  of  the  Parties  to  contract  for  the  Services. 
If  this  ILC  is  terminated  for  any  reason  other  than  lack  of  sufficient  funds,  lack  of  statutory 
authority,  or  material  breach  by  DIR,  DIR  Customer  shall  pay  DIR  an  amount  sufficient  to 
reimburse  DIR  for  any  termination  charges  andjany  termination  assistance  charges 
incurred  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  and  this  ILC  as  a  result  of  such 
termination  by  DIR  Customer.  DIR  Customer  shall  provide  at  least  ninety  (90)  days’ 
written  notice  to  DIR  prior  to  termination.  Payment  of  such  compensation  by  DIR 
Customer  to  DIR  shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  DIR  Customer’s  termination. 

DIR  and  DIR  Customer  acknowledge  and  agree  that  compliance  with  federal  law  and 
ongoing  cooperation  with  federal  authorities  concerning  the  expenditure  of  federal  funds 
in  connection  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  and  this  ILC  are  essential  to  the 
continued  receipt  of  any  relevant  federal  funds. 

6.2  Termination  of  Services 

If  DIR  Customer  terminates  certain  Services,  that  it  requested  and  approved,  for 
convenience,  DIR  Customer  shall  pay  the  remaining  requisite  unrecovered  costs  that 
have  already  been  incurred  prior  to  the  notice  of  termination,  such  unrecovered  costs  will 
be  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  relevant  Shared  Services  Contract,  SMM,  or  the 
approved  services  proposal  and  related  terms.  DIR  Customer  understands  that  it  may 
not  be  able  to  terminate  services  or  receive  any  refund  of  a  pre-payment  after  approving 
the  relevant  financial  solution. 


SECTION  VII 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 


7.1  Public  Information  Act  Requests 


Under  Chapter  552,  Texas  Government  Code  (the  Public  Information  Act),  information 
held  by  SCPs  in  connection  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  is  information 
collected,  assembled,  and  maintained  for  DIR.  DIR  shall  respond  to  Public  Information 
Act  requests  for  SCP  information.  If  DIR  Customer  receives  a  Public  Information  Act 
request  for  SCP  information  that  DIR  Customer  possesses,  DIR  Customer  shall  respond 
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to  the  request  as  it  relates  to  the  information  held  by  DIR  Customer.  Responses  to 
requests  for  confidential  information  shall  be  handled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Information  Act  relating  to  Attorney  General  Decisions.  Neither  Party  is 
authorized  to  receive  or  respond  to  Public  Information  Act  requests  on  behalf  of  the  other. 
If  SCP  or  DIR  receives  a  Public  Information  Act  request  for  information  or  data  owned  by 
DIR  Customer,  DIR  or  SCP  will  refer  the  requestor  to  DIR  Customer. 

7.2  Inventory  Control 

DIR  shall  coordinate  financial  accounting  and  control  processes  between  DIR  Customer 
and  SCPs  and  ensure  inclusion  of  reasonable  control^^^^  a^^^^  reporting  mechanisms, 
including  any  control  and  reporting  mechanisms  specifically  required  by  DIR  Customer, 
in  the  Service  Management  Manual.  Such  procedures  shall  specifically  recognize  DIR 
Customer  requirements  for  inventory  control  and  accounting  for  state  owned  and  leased 
equipment  and  facilities,  including  hardware,  software,  contracts,  and  other  items  of  value 
that  may  be  utilized  by,  or  authorized  for  use  under  the  direction  and  control  of  SCPs. 

7.3  Confidential  information 

DIR  shall  require  SCPs  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  DIR  Customer  information  to  the 
same  extent  that  DIR  Customer  is  required  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  the 
information,  and  with  the  same  degree  of  care  SCPs  use  to  protect  their  own  confidential 
information.  DIR  acknowledges  that  DIR  Custdrher  may  be  legally  prohibited  from 
disclosing  or  allowing  access  to  certain  confidential  data  in  its  possession  to  any  third 
party,  including  DIR  and  SCPs.  The  relevant  SMM  shall  document  detailed  confidentiality 
procedures,  including  the  process  DIR  Customer  shall  follow  to  identify  confidential 
inioriTtauOi i  li  is  legaiiy  proriiOiieu  froiV)  oiiCiosing  or  aiiowing  access  to  oy  DiR  and  SCPs 
and  including  confidentiality  procedures  required  that  are  specific  to  DIR  Customer.  The 
DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  sets  forth  the  confidentiality  obligations  of  SCPs. 

DIR  Customer  shall  notify  DIR,  in  writing,  (1)  if  DIR  Customer  is  a  covered  entity  subject 
to  the  Health  Insurance  Portability  and  Accountability  Act  (HIPAA)  privacy  regulations  at 
45  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  Parts  160  and  164,  that  is  required  to  enter  into  a 
business  associate  agreement  with  DIR  or  SCPs;  (2)  if  DIR  Customer  receives  Federal 
tax  returns  or  return  information;  and  (3)  if  DIR  Customer  is  subject  to  any  other 
requirements  specific  to  the  provision  of  Services.  If  DIR  Customer  receives  federal  tax 
returns  or  return  information,  then  DIR  Customer  must  comply  with  the  requirement  of 
IRS  Publication  1075  and  Exhibit  7  to  IRS  Publication  1075.  In  the  event  a  DIR  customer 
is  subject  to  additional  requirement  as  mentioned  in  this  section,  DIR  shall  require  SCPs 
to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  DIR  Customer  information  in  accordance  with  language 
included  in  Attachment  B  of  this  agreement.  Such  additional  requirements  as  is  included 
in  Attachment  B  of  this  agreement  shall  be  included  in  the  relevant  SMM. 

7.4  Notification  Information 

Contact  information  for  purposes  of  notification  for  each  Party  is  set  forth  below. 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000677 


DIR  Contract  No. 


DIR  Customer’s  Primary  Contact 

Name: _ ■  ■■  ■■  ■■  .  :■  ■  '■  ■  ■  .  .  :■ 

Title: _ 

Address: _ ; 

Telephone: _ 

Email: _ 

DIR’s  Primary  Contact 
sharedservicescontractoffice@dir.texas.gov 

The  DIR  Billing  Contact  is  listed  in  the  DIR  Contacts  section  of  the  monthly  Shared 
Services  Payment  Guidance  letter,  which  is  provided  to  the  DIR  Customer  with  the 
monthly  Shared  Services  invoice. 

7.5  Binding  Effect 

The  Parties  hereto  bind  themselves  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respective 
obligations  under  this  ILC. 

7.6  Amendments 

This  ILC  may  not  be  amended  except  by  written  document  signed  by  the  Parties  hereto 
or  as  specified  within  this  ILC  or  the  attachment  being  amended. 


7.7  Conflicts  between  Agreements 

If  the  terms  of  this  Contract  conflict  with  the  terms  of  any  other  contract  between  the 
Parties,  the  most  recent  contract  shall  prevail.  This  Contract  provides  a  general 
description  of  certain  terms  within  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts.  If  the  terms  of  this 
Contract  conflict  with  the  terms  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts’  terms  shall  prevail.  If  the  terms  of  this  Contract  conflict  with  the  terms 
of  an  accepted  proposal  or  solution  from  a  Request  for  Services,  this  Contract  shall 
prevail. 

7.8  Responsibilities  of  the  Parties 

The  Parties  shall  comply  with  all  federal,  state  and  local  laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  rules 
and  regulations  and  with  the  orders  and  decrees  of  any  courts  or  adrhinistrative  bodies 
or  tribunals  in  any  manner  affecting  the  performance  of  the  ILC.  The  parties  do  not  intend 
to  create  a  joint  venture.  Each  Party  acknowledges  it  is  not  an  agent,  servant  or  employee 
of  the  other.  Each  Party  is  responsible  for  its  own  acts  and  deeds  and  for  those  of  its 
agents,  servants  and  employees.  Notwithstanding  the  foregoing,  DIR  will  cooperate  with 
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DIR  Customer  in  all  reasonable  respects  to  resolve  any  issues  pertaining  to  federal 
funding  in  connection  with  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

DIR  and  DIR  Customer  agree  that  Services  contemplated  in  this  ILC  shall  be  governed 
by  provisions  in  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  regarding  individual  responsibilities 
of  the  parties,  including  Services  provided  by  the  SCPs.  DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with 
all  policies,  procedures,  and  processes  in  the  relevant  SMM  (s)  and  as  provided  by  DIR. 
In  the  event  DIR  Customer  actions,  failure  to  perform  certain  responsibilities,  or  Request 
for  Services  result  in  financial  costs  to  DIR,  including  interest  accrued,  those  costs  shall 
be  the  responsibility  of  DIR  Customer.  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  shall  coordinate  and  plan 
for  situations  where  conflicts,  failure  to  perform  or  meet  timely  deadlines,  or  competition 
for  resources  may  occur  during  the  term  of  this  contract.  Unless  otherwise  specifically 
addressed,  the  governance  process,  addressed  above,  for  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts  shall  be  used  for  issue  resolution  between  DIR  Customers,  DIR  and  DIR  SCPs. 

7.9  Audit  Rights  of  the  State  Auditor’s  Office 

In  accordance  with  Section  2262.154,  Texas  Government  Code  and  other  applicable  law, 
the  Parties  acknowledge  and  agree  that:  (1)  the  state  auditor,  the  Parties’  internal 
auditors,  and  if  applicable,  the  Office  of  inspector  General  of  DIR  Customer  or  their 
designees  may  conduct  audits  or  investigations  of  any  entity  receiving  funds  from  the 
state  directly  under  the  Contract  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  or  indirectly 
through  a  subcontract  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts;  (2)  that  the  acceptance 
of  funds  directly  through  this  Contract  or  indirectly  through  a  subcontractor  under  the 
Contract  acts  as  acceptance  of  the  authority  of  the  state  auditor,  under  the  direction  of 
the  legislative  audit  committee,  the  Parties'  internal  auditors,  and  if  applicable,  the  Office 
of  Inspector  General  of  DIR  Customer  or  their  designees  to  conduct  audits  or 
investigations  in  connection  with  those  funds;  and  (3)  that  the  Parties  shall  provide  such 
auditors  or  inspectors  with  access  to  any  information  considered  relevant  by  such  auditors 
or  inspectors  to  their  investigations  or  audits. 

7.10  General  Terms 

Except  as  expressly  provided  herein,  no  provision  of  this  ILC  will  constitute  or  be 
construed  as  a  waiver  of  any  of  the  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies  or  immunities 
available  to  DIR  Customer.  The  failure  to  enforce  or  any  delay  in  the  enforcement  of  any 
privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies,  or  immunities  available  to  DIR  Customer  by  law 
will  not  constitute  a  waiver  of  said  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies,  or  immunities  or 
be  considered  as  a  basis  for  estoppel.  Except  as  expressly  provided  herein,  DIR 
Customer  does  not  waive  any  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies  or  immunities 
available  to  DIR  Customer. 

This  Customer  Agreement  will  be  construed  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  Venue  for  any  action  relating  to  this  Customer  Agreement  is  in  Texas  state  courts 
in  Austin,  Travis  County,  Texas,  or,  with  respect  to  any  matter  in  which  the  federal  courts 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  federal  courts  for  Travis  County,  Texas. 
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If  one  or  more  provisions  of  this  !LC,  or  the  application  of  any  provision  to  any  Party  or 
circumstance,  is  held  invalid,  unenforceable,  or  illegal  in  any  respect,  the  remainder  of 
this  ILC  and  the  application  of  the  provision  to  other  Parties  or  circumstances  will  remain 
valid  and  in  full  force  and  effect. 


Signatory  Warranty 

Each  signatory  warrants  requisite  authority  to  execute  the  ILC  on  behalf  of  the  entity 
represented. 

SECTION  Vlll 
CERTIFICATIONS 

The  undersigned  Parties  hereby  certify  that:  (1)  the  matters  specified  above  are 
necessary  and  essential  for  activities  that  are  properly  within  the  statutory  functions  and 
programs  of  the  affected  agencies  of  State  Government;  (2)  this  ILC  serves  the  interest 
of  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  State  Government:  and  (3)  the  Services, 
supplies  or  materials  in  this  ILC  are  not  required  by  Section  21,  Article  16  of  the 
Constitution  of  Texas  to  be  supplied  under  contract  given  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder, 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  Parties  have  signed  this  ILC  effective  on  date  of  last 
signature  below. 

RECEIVING  ENTITY:  XXXX 

By: _ _ _ _ 

Printed  Name:_ _ - _ 

Title: _ ~  _ 

Date :  _ -  _ 

PERFORMING  AGENCY:  DEPARTMENT  OF  INFORMATION  RESOURCES 

By: _ _ 

Printed  Name: _ Sally  Ward _ 

Title: _ Director.  Program  Planning  and  Governance 

Date: _ 

Legal: _ 
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Attachments  to  ILC 

Attachment  A  Estimated  Spend  Form  -  (Customer  may  provide  Attachment  A  to  DiR  if 
required  by  their  processes.) 


Attachment  B  Additional  Confidentially  Requirements  -  (As  necessary  and  described  in 
Section  7.3,  Confidential  Information) 
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Attachment  A 
Estimated  Spend  Form 

*This  form  is  to  be  used  as  needed  by  the  DIR  Customer  to  capture  spend  within  the 
Shared  Services  Program.  This  amount  may  be  based  upon  the  DIR  Customer’s  biennial 
budget(s). 

Below  are  the  estimated  spend  amounts  for  certain  DIR  Shared  Services  received 
through  this  ILC  and  may  change  based  upon  DIR  Customer  consumption.  This  amount 
is  to  be  managed  and  monitored  solely  by  the  DIR  Customer.  Amounts  may  be 
transferred  by  the  DIR  Customer  that  change  this  amount.  Such  increases  or  decreases 
are  strictly  within  the  control  of  the  DIR  Customer. 

DIR  Customer  is  required  to  pay  for  any  costs  incurred  in  accordance  with  this  ILC  and 
the  related  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  regardless  of  the  estimated  spend  amounts 
reflected  herein. 

Updates  to  this  form  may  be  executed  through  written  notice  by  the  DIR  Customerto  DIR. 

Costs,  such  as  incremental  network  expenses,  which  are  billed  directly  to  or  paid  by  the 
DIR  Customer,  are  not  included  in  these  amounts. 

For  the  period  MONTH  DAY.  YEAR  through  MONTH  DAY.  YEAR  the  estimated  spend 
is  $^,)0<X  as  the  spend  applies  to _ Services. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  thatthe  responsibility  to  manage,  monitor,  and 
change  the  amounts  contained  in  this  form  are  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  DIR 
Customer.  Further,  each  signatory  warrants  requisite  authority  to  execute  any  changes 
to  this  Attachment  A  in  accordance  with  the  DIR  Customer’s  applicable  approval 
processes. 

By:_ _ _ 

Printed  Name: _ _T _ 

Title:  _ 

Date: 
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None 


Attachment  B 

Additional  Confidentiality  Requirements 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  August  30,  2018  4:39  PM 

Mass  Email  --  CC/EA/VR  —  2018  Sample  Ballot  Memo,  Instructions  and  Ballot 
Certifications 

2018  Statewide  and  District  Ballot  Certificiation.pdf;  2018  Write-In  Ballot 
Certification.pdf;  2018  Libertarian  Certification.pdf;  2018  Sample  Ballot  Memo  and 
Instructions.pdf;  2018  Sample  Ballot  .pdf;  2018  Additional  Ballot  Instructions.pdf 


Attachments: 


Dear  County  Officials, 

The  county  election  officer  is  the  authority  responsible  for  preparing  the  official  ballot  for  the  November  6, 
2018  General  Election  of  State  and  County  Officers.  This  memo  will  contain  instructions  on  how  to  prepare 
your  ballot.  Attached  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  2018  Statewide  and  District  Ballot  Certifications  for  the 
November  6,  2018  General  Election,  Sample  Ballot  Instructions,  and  the  2018  Sample  Ballot. 

Names  of  Candidates  for  the  Ballot 

1-  Major  Party  Nominees  (Republican  Party  and  Democratic  Partvh  You  will  find  the  list  of  major  party 
candidates  posted  to  our  website.  You  will  have  to  select  your  county  from  the  drop-down  menu  to  see 
the  major  party  candidates  that  are  running  for  federal,  state,  district,  county  or  precinct  offices  in  your 
county. 

httr)s://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/ballot-cert/report.aspx 

NOTE:  The  list  should  include  any  replacement  nominees  or  nominees  due  to  a  vacancy  that  occurred 
after  December  6.  2017.  fSections  145.036  and  202.006) 

2.  Minor  Party  Nominees  (Libertarian  Party)  for  Federal.  State  and  District  Offices:  You  will  find  the  list 
of  minor  party  candidates  running  for  federal,  state  and  district  offices  posted  to  our  website.  You  will 
have  to  select  your  county  from  the  drop-down  menu  to  see  the  minor  party  candidates  that  are  running 
for  federal,  state,  or  district  offices  in  your  county. 

https://wcbscrviccs.sos.state.tx.us/ballot-cert/report.aspx 

3.  Minor  Party  Nominees  (Libertarian  Party)  for  County  and  Precinct  Offices:  Minor  party  candidates  for 
•  county  and  precinct  offices  will  not  be  listed  on  your  county’s  individual  certification,  as  the  minor 

parties  of  each  county  certify  their  candidates  directly  to  the  county  election  officer. 

4.  Independent  Candidates  for  Federal.  State  and  District  Offices:  You  will  find  the  list  of  Independent 
candidates  running  for  federal,  state  and  district  offices  posted  to  our  website.  You  will  have  to  select 
your  county  from  the  drop-down  menu  to  see  the  Independent  candidates  that  are  running  for  federal, 
state,  or  district  offices  in  your  county. 

https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/ballot-cert/report.aspx 

5.  Independent  Candidates  for  County  and  Precinct  Offices:  The  county  judge  should  certify  to  you,  not 
later  than  August  30,  201 8,  the  names  of  independent  candidates  for  county  and  precinct  offices,  if  any. 
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Names  of  Write-in  Candidates  for  List  of  Declared  Write-In  Candidates 


1.  Write-In  Candidates  for  Federal.  State  and  District  Offices:  You  will  find  the  certified  list  of  write-in 
candidates  for  federal,  state  or  district  office  attached  to  this  email  as  a  PDF. 

2.  Write-In  Candidates  for  County  and  Precinct  Offices:  The  county  judge  should  certify  to  you,  not  later 
than  August  30, 2018,  the  names  of  write-in  candidates  for  county  and  precinct  offices,  if  any. 

Ballot  Preparation  Instructions 

Our  office  suggests  that  you  have  the  official  ballot  prepared,  tested,  and  ready  for  use  on  or  before  Saturday, 
September  22,  2018  to  comply  with  the  deadline  set  by  the  federal  MOVE  Act  for  voters  outside  the  United 
States  who  have  requested  ballots  by  mail.  If  the  official  ballot  is  not  ready  for  mail  out  on  or  before  September 
22,  then  you  must  prepare  emergency  paper  ballots  to  be  sent  out  on  or  before  September  22  to  voters  outside 
the  United  States  who  have  requested  mail  ballots.  YOU  CANNOT  DELAY  THE  SENDING  OUT  OF 
BALLOTS  TO  VOTERS  OUTSIDE  THE  UNITED  STATES.  Not  having  the  official  ballot  ready  is  not 
a  reason  to  miss  this  deadline. 

The  order  of  statewide,  district,  county,  and  precinct  offices  on  the  ballot  and  the  order  of  parties  on  the  ballot 
are  governed  by  Sections  52.091  and  52.092  of  the  Code.  In  accordance  with  Section  52.094(a)  of  the  Code,  if 
there  is  more  than  one  independent  candidate  for  an  office,  there  will  need  to  be  a  ballot  drawing.  Other  issues 
concerning  the  fonn  of  the  ballot  are  governed  by  Subchapter  C  of  Chapter  52  of  the  Code.  You  will  find  a  copy 
of  the  sample  ballot  posted  to  our  website. 

If  you  are  using  an  electronic  ballot,  you  will  not  be  able  to  follow  the  party  column  fonnat  as  it  appears  on  the 
sample  ballot.  Instead,  you  must  list  the  party  affiliation  (or  Independent)  to  the  right  of  each  candidate’s  name 
and  you  may  abbreviate  the  party  affiliation  (or  Independent)  as  indicated  on  the  ballot  certification  or  print  the 
party  name  (or  Independent).  If  an  abbreviation  is  used,  the  meaning  of  the  abbreviation  must  be  stated.  (See 
memo  regarding  the  printing  of  the  legend.)  If  you  print  the  name  of  the  party,  be  sure  to  use  Republican, 
Democratic  (not  Democrat),  and  Libertarian. 

Please  note  that  county  chairs  and  precinct  chairs  do  not  appear  on  the  General  Election  ballot. 

Infoimation  specific  to  preparing  your  ballots  with  write-in  candidates,  printing  the  required  legend  instructions 
for  party  abbreviations,  and  procedures  for  uncontested  candidates  declared  elected  will  be  posted  to  our 
website  in  a  separate  memorandum. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  this  memorandum  or  the  information  enclosed,  please  call  the  Elections 
Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216  or  email  elections@sos.texas.gov. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXfiS.GOV  > 

POWERED  BYTHE  TmSSESRBTARyOFSmiE  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and 
consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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MANAGED  SECURITY  SERVICES  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS 


This  agreement  is  part  of  and  incorporated  within  the  interagency/interlocal  Contract  (“Contract”)  that 
has  been  entered  into  by  the  contracting  parties.  DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  that  this 
Contract  is  with  DIR  and,  therefore,  DIR  Customer  does  not  have  privity  of  contract  with  the  SCPs. 

Capitalized  terms  not  defined  herein  shall  have  the  meaning  set  forth  in  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contract. 

DIR  Customer  agrees  to  the  following  conditions  for  receiving  Managed  Security  Services: 

1.  Conditions  for  Providing  Security  Services 

1.1  Access 

DIR  and/or  Service  Component  Provider  (SCP)  shall  use  the  Internet  for  primary  access  to  DIR 
Customer's  systems  unless  otherwise  noted  and  agreed  upon.  DIR  Customer  shall  not  employ  special 
access  restrictions  against  DIR  and/or  Service  Component  Provider  that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  rest  of 
the  public  network  over  the  course  of  regular  business. 

1.2  Network  Control 

DIR  Customer  must  inform  DIR  if  DIR  Customer  does  not  control  its  network  access  and/or  its  Internet 
service  is  provided  via  a  third  party.  DIR  Customer  is  responsible  for  obtaining  ail  necessary  approvals. 
DIR  Customer  shall  provide  all  necessary  contact  information  for  the  third  parties  that  control  its  network 
access,  Internet  service,  and/or  web  applications.  DIR  Customer’s  emergency  contact  list  shall  include 
primary  and  secondary  staff  capable  of  administering  DIR  Customer  computer  systems  specific  to  the 
type  of  services  being  requested  or  required. 

1.3  Disclosure  of  Objectionable  Material  % 

In  conducting  the  services  authorized  by  DIR  Customer,  DIR  may  inadvertently  uncover  obscene, 
excessively  violent,  harassing,  or  otherwise  objectionable  material  that  may  violate  State  or  Federal 
law,  including  material  that  may  infringe  the  intellectual  property  of  a  third  party  on  DIR  Customer 
devices  or  networks.  DIR  shall  notify  DIR  Customer’s  Executive  Director  or  highest  level  executive  of 
the  existence  of  all  such  objectionable  and/or  potentially  illicit  material  so  that  DIR  Customer  may  deal 
with  the  objectionable  and/or  potentially  illicit  material  as  it  deems  appropriate. 

If  DIR  accesses  child  pornography,  as  defined  in  the  Child  Sexual  Exploilalioti  and  Porriography  Act, 
18  U.S.C.,  Chapter  110,  In  conducting  approved  Services,  DIR  shall  report  such  to  DIR  Customer’s 
Executive  Director  or  highest  level  executive  and  an  appropriate  law  enforcement  agency  and  provide 
the  law  enforcement  agency  access  to  the  visual  depictions  of  child  pornography. 

If  DIR  accesses  information  that  they  perceive  as  a  serious  threat  to  human  life  or  safety  in  conducting 
the  approved  Servicesi  DIR  shall  report  such  threat  to  an  appropriate  law  enforcement  agency  and  DIR 
Customer’s  Executive  Director  or  highest-level  executive. 

1.4  No  Warranties  and  Limitation  of  Liability 

DIR  makes  no  representation  or  warranty  that  its  security  services  will  disclose,  identify,  or  prevent  all 
vulnerabilities.  DIR  hereby  disclaims  all  warranties,  both  express  and  implied,  including  without 
limitation,  the  implied  warranties  of  merchantability  and  fitness  for  a  particular  purpose.  In  no  event 
shall  DIR  be  liable  for  damages  of  any  kind  or  nature  that  may  arise  from  the  services  provided  by  DIR 
or  DIR’s  Service  Component  Provider  or  Service  Provider. 
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1.5  Service  Interruption 

DIR  will  endeavor  not  to  disrupt  DIR  Customer’s  services  and  to  adhere  to  best  practices  for  al!  work 
performed.  However,  tools  or  services  may  affect  the  serviceability  of  poorly  configured  or 
overextended  systems  or  services.  It  is  possible  that  control  of  DIR  Customer’s  system  may  be  lost. 
For  any  testing  that  DIR  may  be  conducting,  DIR  endeavors  to  use  the  safest  methods  to  compromise 
DIR  Customer’s  systems;  however,  DIR  Customer  should  be  prepared  to  restore  a  damaged  system 
from  a  recent,  acceptable  backup  within  an  acceptable  time  as  determined  by  DIR  Customer.  During 
any  testing  DIR  may  conduct,  DIR  will  NOT  conduct  any  deliberate  Deriial-of-Service  attack.  DIR 
Customer  agrees  not  to  hold  DIR  liable  in  the  event  of  any  service  interruption(s)  that  may  arise  as  a 
result  of  performance  of  any  Services.  If  either  party  becomes  aware  of  a  service  interruption,  that  party 
will  notify  the  other  party’s  emergency  contact. 

1.6  Termination  of  Services 

If  DIR  Customer  terminates  certain  Services,  that  it  requested  and  approved,  for  convenience,  D!R 
Customer  shall  pay  the  remaining  requisite  un recovered  costs  that  have  already  been  incurred  prior  to 
the  notice  of  termination,  such  unrecovered  costs  will  be  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  relevant  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contract,  SMM,  or  other  DIR  Customer  approved  terms.  DIR  Customer  understands 
that  it  may  not  be  able  to  terminate  services  or  receive  any  refund  of  a  pre-payment  after  approving  the 
relevant  financial  solution. 

2.  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  Responsibilities 

2.1  DIR  Customer  agrees  as  follows  to  the  extent  assessment  Services  are  requested 
or  required: 

a)  DIR  Customer  responses  to  information  requests  and  artifacts  gathering  pertinent  to  this  security 
and  risk  assessment  will  be  timely; 

b)  The  artifacts  data  are  reasonably  available  via  interviews  and  documents  review; 

c)  DIR  Customer  will  make  available  the  necessary  Subject  Matter  Expert  (SME)  with  required 
expertise  to  work  with  the  SCP  Assessment  Team  and  will  remain  available  thru  the  duration  of 
the  assessment; 

d)  DIR  Customer  SME  will  be  available  when  required  for  interaction  with  the  SCP  Assessment 
Team  and  that  all  the  interviews  will  be  conducted  over  the  number  of  consecutive  days  as 
established  during  the  project  planning  and  scheduling  phase; 

e)  DIR  Customer  is  responsible  for  the  coordination  and  scheduling  of  resources  and  providing 
meeting  facilities  as  necessary; 

f)  Deliverables  will  be  complete  when  DIR  Customer  has  approved  in  writing  that  the  deliverable 
meets  the  acceptance  criteria; 

g)  All  document  deliverables  must  be  in  formats  (hard  copy  and/or  electronic)  as  specified  by  DIR 
Customer.  At  a  minimum,  the  formats  must  be  in  industry-accepted  standards  (e.g.,  MS  Word, 
MS  PowerPoint  MS  Project); 

h)  DIR  Customer  will  assist  with  meeting  coordination  for  meetings  between  DIR  Customer  Key 
Personnel  and  DIR  and  the  Service  Provider  and  other  staff  to  gather  requirements  and  other 
activities; 

i)  DIR  may  receive  final  copies  of  reports  if  DIR  is  paying  for  the  assessment. 
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2.2  Penetration  Testing 

2.2.1  DIR  Customer  agrees  as  follows  to  the  extent  penetration  testing  (“PT”)  is 
requested  or  required: 

a)  SCP  may  conduct  a  passive  scan  to  determine  the  number  of  live  IPs  within  the  Customer 
designated  IP  range. 

b)  DIR  Customer  shall  not  intentionally  place  an  unsecured  system  or  device  in  the  test  scope. 

c)  If  DIR  Customer  detects  SCP  testing  activities,  DIR  Customer  technical  staff  shall  follow 
standard  operating  procedures  and  policies. 

2.3  DIR  Customer  Compliance 

DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with  all  policies,  procedures,  and  processes  in  the  relevant  SMI\/l(s)  and  as 
provided  by  DIR. 
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The 


State  of 


Secretary  of  State 


I,  VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON,  INTERIM  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  TEXAS,  pursuant  to  Sections  142.010  and  161.008  of  the  Texas  Election  Code, 
DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  the  attached  exhibit  constitutes  the  final  ballot  certification  of 
candidates  to  appear  on  the  general  election  ballot  for  state  and  district  offices  who  have  been 
certified  to  me  by  the  appropriate  state  party  chairs  as  their  party’s  nominee  or  have  been 
certified  by  me  as  the  appropriate  filing  officer. 

Pursuant  to  Section  52.065  and  52.091  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  you  are  hereby  instructed 
to  print  the  names  of  the  candidates  as  they  appear  on  the  attached  exhibit  under  the  column 
of  the  political  party  or  under  the  column  for  Independent  candidates  as  designated  next  to 
each  candidate’s  name. 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto 
signed  my  name  officially  and  caused  to  be 
impressed  hereon  the  Seal  of  State  at  my  office  in 
the  City  of  Austin,  Texas  this  .^Oth  day  of  August, 


VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON 

INTERIM  DEPTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
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The  State  of 


Secretary  of  State 

I,  VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON,  INTERIM  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  TEXAS,  DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  in  accordance  with  Section  181.007  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code,  that  the  Libertarian  party  has  qualified  for  ballot  access  for  the 
November  6, 2018  General  Election. 

All  County  Qerks  and  Election  Administrators  are  hereby  instructed  to  place  all  Libertarian 
Party  candidates  on  the  ballot  for  the  November  6, 2018  election  under  the  appropriate  party 
column. 

Libertarian  Party  candidates  for  statewide  and  district  offices  are  certified  by  me  as  Interim 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State  on  the  final  ballot  certification.  All  Libertarian  Party  candidates 
for  county  and  precinct  offices  who  are  properly  certified  to  the  County  Clerks/Election 
Administrators  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Libertarian  Party  county  convention  shall  also 
be  placed  on  the  November  6, 2018  General  Election  Ballot  pursuant  to  Sections  145.037  and 
181.068  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto 
signed  my  name  officially  and  caused  to  be 
impressed  hereon  the  Seal  of  State  at  my  office  in 
the  City  of  Austin,  Texas  this  30th  day  of  August, 
2018. 


VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON 


INTERIM  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
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The 


of 


Secretary  of  State 

I,  VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON,  INTERIM  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  TEXAS,  DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  in  accordance  with  Section  146.029  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code,  that  the  following  candidates  are  certified  as  properly-filed  declared 
write-in  candidates  for  statewide  and  district  offices  for  the  November  6,  2018  General 
Election. 


Office  Sought 


Name  of  Candidate 


U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  District  3 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  District  5 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  District  16 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  District  29 
State  Representative,  District  109 
State  Representative,  District  138 
Justice,  3rd  Court  of  Appeals,  Place  6 
District  Judge,  203rd  Judicial  District 


Jeff  Simmons 
Phil  Gray 
Sam  Williams 
Johnathan  Garza 
Casey  Littlejohn 
Demetrius  Walker 
Kerry  O’Brien 
Teresa  Hawthorne 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto 
signed  my  name  officially  and  caused  to  be 
impressed  hereon  the  Seal  of  State  at  my  office  in 
the  City  of  Austin,  Texas  this  30th  day  of  August, 
2018, 


VINCENT  R.  HOUSTON 

INTERIM  DEPUTY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000697 


AlviERiCAN 

PVERSIGHT 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000698 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Kristi  Hart  <KHart@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  August  31,  2018  2:25  PM 
Elections  Internet 

Mass  Email  -  CC/EA/VR  -  2018  Sample  Ballot  (REVISED) 
2018  Sample  Ballot  -  revised.pdf 


County  Officials, 

A  REVISED  copy  of  the  2018  Sample  Ballot  is  attached.  Please  use  this  revision  as  a  reference  in  your  ballot 
preparations.  The  revision  is  also  available  on  our  website. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216  or  email 
elections@.sos.texas.gov. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/I 


wmETExmMm: 

POWERED  BTTHE  TBMAS  SECRETARY  OF STMIM  ! 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  iegal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and 
consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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No.  0000 


GENERAL  ELECTION  (ELECCION  GENERAL) 

{CONDADO  DE)  SOMEWHERE  COUNTY,  TEXAS 
NOVEMBER  6,  2018  (6  DE  NOVIEMBRE  DE  2018) 

SAMPLE  BALLOT  (BOLETA  DE  MUESTRA) 

INSTRUCTION  MOTS:  V«t«  roMbeeandidalvolyouicholce  in«a«hi4e»  by  placing  in  “X*  In  the  »nu*rebesldeth»  candidate’*  Mme.  Veu  n«iy  ««  a  *iMigh|.party  vol*<lhat  j  me  for  aMthe  nominee*  oloiw  pcrty)bypljcii>g  an -X’ln  ihe 

»qwreb«M*lh*  namepflh*  party  olyour  choice,  ll>ouca*la  tiraighl-party  votelorailthenqn^lnees  of  one  pany  andalcocwt  a  woieloranopponeni  ofoneolthatparty’i  nomineea.yew  metoilheoBponentvwllb*  counled  a»weH  a*  vaor  vo 

for  all  the  oitMr  nortHneecol  the  party  tor  which  (he  »tralghi-pany  vote  wa*ca»(. 

(NOTADEIH5TRUCCION:Votop»retcan«lidatode*upreferenclaparacadacandJdiltjf*mafeir<founa-X'*enele»pa{Jo<uadr*doaliUqHefdad*lftowbfedele*rd«ato.  Uated  podra  vout  por  tedosfoscandidatoide  un  solo  partido  polrtieo 
CitrdighHickel’lmareandoima'X'eneleapaeiocuadradoalaiaquierdadelnombredeeaepartidfrpolillcfr.  51  uaied  vela  por  uno  de  lot  parildotpolillcatyiamblen  vela  par  el  contfincaMede  into  de  le*  candidate*  dedicho  DanidonatiiLco 
eoraaia  *u  voie  pot  el  conirlncante  tanto coma lu  vote  poriodo*lo»d«ma*  candidate* del  pariida  potrtico  de  *uprefeieneia.| 


Candidate  for: 

(Candidatos  parat) 

Republican  Party 

1  S  {Paiddo  Repubileano) 

Democratic  Party 

rn  (Pattldo  Dem6crata) 

Libertarian  Party 

1  }  (Parti  do  Ubenarlo) 

Green  Party 

r~|  (PartIdoVeido) 

Independent 

(Itidependlcnte) 

Wrlte^n 
(Voto  Esctllo) 

Unlled  States  Senate; 
fSenpdofd’etod  Estades  Unidat) 

□  Ted  Cruz 

□  Beto  O'Rourke 

□  Ne^M  Oikeman 

United  Stales  Represcnlatlve.  OisHict 

(Repnsententa  dt  las  Esled^i  Unidos.  Disiriia  Num 
) 

Governor 

fGoOemador) 

□  Greg  AbboR 

□  Lupe  Valdez 

□  Mark  Jay  Tippetts 

Lieutenant  Governor 

{Gobemadar  Tenienta} 

O  Dan  PaUicX 

O  Mike  Collier 

□  Kerry  Douglas  McKennon 

Attorney  General 

fProcurador  General) 

□  Ken  Paxton 

O  Jusfan  Nelson 

□  Michael  Ray  Harris 

Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts 

(Contiafordv  Cuenfss  Pubtxas) 

□  Glenn  Hegar 

□  Jot  Chevalier 

□  Ben  Sanders 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

(Comisionado  da  la  OAciVra  General  de  Tieiraa) 

□  George  P  Bush 

G  Miguel  Suozo 

□  Matt  Pina 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

{Camisionado  de  Agneuttura) 

OS<da.1iilei 

□  Kim  Olsorv 

□  Richard  Carpenter 

Railroad  Commissioner 

(Comsionado  de  Ferrocarrilesf 

□  Chnso  CraddicK 

□  Roman  McAllen 

□  Mike  Wnght 

Justice.  Supreme  CeurL  Place  2 

(Juei.  Carte  Sufirema.  Uigar  Niint  i) 

□  Jemmy  Btackfock 

□  Steven  Kirkland 

□ 

Justee.  Supreme  CeurL  Place  4 

I’Vuer.  Corte  Si/prema.  Ijjgar  Hum  4) 

□  John  Devine 

□  RKSandili 

□ 

Justice.  Supreme  CeurL  Place  6 

(Juez.  Carte  Suprema.  Lugar  Hum  6} 

□  JeflSravm 

□  Kathy  Cheng 

□ 

Presiding  Judge.  Court  ot  Criminal  Appeals 

(Juez  Presidents.  Code  de  Apetoctone*  Cnminatp$; 

□  Sharon  Keller 

□  ManaT  (Tern)  Joeksen 

□  William  Bryan  Strange  ill 

Judge.  Court  of  Criminal  Appeals,  PtaeeP 

fjuez.  Code  de  Apeloaenes  Ctiminales.  lugar  Aldm  7j 

□  Barbara  Parker  Hervey 

□  Ramona  FtanUm 

□ 

Judge,  Court  of  Criminal  Appeals.  Places 

(Jvez.  Code  de  Apelaaonet  Cnmrnares.  lugar  Hum.  8} 

□  Michelle  Slaughter 

□ 

□  Mark  Ash 

Member.  State  Board  of  Education,  nistrict 

(MlemOro  de  la  Junta  EsteiaJ  de  £ducae/6n  PJMea, 

Orftnfe  Wum  ) 

State  Senator.  District 

^Senadorfsrata/.  Dksfnfo  Nu/n  _ ) 

State  Reoresentalive.  District 

(Repiesentar^te  Ettetai.  Drsittio  Hiim  _ ) 

Chief  Justice. Court  of  Appeals  District 

(Juez  Presidente.  Corte  do  Apetacienea.  Diairilo  Worn 

Justice. Court  of  Appeals  DistricL  Place 

(Juei.  Code  de  Apetodenej.  Crstnro  Hum  _ .  Lugar 

Hum _ } 

Justice, Court  of  Appeals  DIstrIcL  Place 

_ ,  UnexpIred  Term 

(Juez.  Cede  de  Apetocionos.  Orstnto  IVijat  .  Lugar 

.  Duracibn  ResJante  del  Cargo) 

District  Judge. Judicial  District 

(Juez  del  Ditlrite.  Dts  trile  Judrdoi  Hum  _ } 

Criminal  District  Judge,  Court  No. 

(Juez  Cdminat  Del  Distrilo.  Code  Hum  _ } 

District  ARornev.  Judicial  District 

(Proeuradordel  Dislnio.  Drstiito  Judicial  Hum. _ J 

District  ARoiney.  Judicial  DKlilAt 

(Piecutadet  del  bislnlo.  O/slnro  JudictoriVum 

OuraciOn  Rea  rente  del  Cargo} 

C^minal  pisIflctAMOfiiev 

(Procurador  Cnjiuriei  del  Otttiila} 

(Note:  Continue  with  county  and  precinct  offices.} 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Wednesday,  September  05,  2018  5:04  PM 

Subject:  Mass  Email  —  CC/EA/VR  —  Reminder  about  Cybersecurity  Survey 


Dear  County  Election  Officials, 

Several  weeks  ago,  we  emailed  you  a  link  to  a  survey  related  to  your  Election  Security  practices.  Many  of  you 
have  participated  in  the  survey  and  we  thank  you  for  that  information.  It  has  been  very  helpful  to  us.  We 
would  like  to  receive  participation  from  the  counties  that  have  not  already  completed  the  survey.  As  a 
reminder,  the  information  gathered  in  the  survey  will  impact  some  of  the  things  we  address  in  our  report  to 
the  legislature  on  Election  Security.  The  more  responses  we  get,  the  better  informed  our  report  will  be.  This 
will  help  us  draft  recommendations  to  the  legislature  which  may  impact  legislative  actions  going  forward. 

As  a  reminder,  this  survey  is  anonymous.  We  will  not  be  collecting  any  information  that  will  identify  your 
county.  To  begin  the  survey,  please  clink  this  link:  htt ps : // www.su rvevm o n key. co m /r/2018-texa s-secu ritv- 
survev. 

Additionally,  we  are  building  a  list  of  email  contacts  for  relevant  county  IT  staff.  If  you  or  someone  in  your 
office  would  like  to  receive  emails  and  information  from  our  IT  department  related  to  security,  please 
completed  the  following  questionnaire  Technical  Contacts  for  SOS  Updates. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance.  If  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns,  please  contact  us  at 
electionsecuritvPsos.texas.gov 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


www.sos.state.tx.u5 

Elections  Related  Questions:  elections@sos.tex3S.gov 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


mTETEKHSMtm 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per 
§31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review 
the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  11,  2018  11:35  AM 

Mass  Email  -  CC/EA/VR  -  Security  Awareness  Training 


Dear  County  Election  Official, 

In  order  to  assist  our  counties  in  improving  security  related  to  Texas  elections,  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  providing  additional  cybersecurity  awareness  training  to  County  Elections  employees.  The  training  we 
are  providing  is  through  The  SANS  Institute  and  is  called  "Securing  the  Human."  This  is  a  web-based  training 
course  that  is  both  optional  and  at  no-cost  to  you.  To  sign  up  for  the  training,  please  complete  the  form  at  the 
provided  link,  so  that  we  can  assign  your  county  users  to  the  training  modules.  Please  make  a  separate  entry 
for  each  individual  user  that  you  would  like  to  have  participate  in  the  training. 

After  we  assign  the  designated  users,  they  will  receive  a  'Welcome  to  your  Security  Awareness  Training 
Account'  email  containing  their  username,  temporary  password,  and  URL  link  to  login  and  access  their  training 
modules.  If  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  your  staff  requires  further  login  assistance,  please  contact  us 
at  electionsecuritv@sos.texas.gov.  Thank  you  for  your  time  and  we  look  forward  to  providing  your  county 
elections  employees'  with  their  training  needs. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

For  Voter  Related  information,  please  visit: 

/| 

WOTETEXIIS.GOV  S> 

PmiHEUWfm  TEXASSECRETmYmsmTE  I 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and 
consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Tuesday,  September  11,  2018  1:06  PM 
Mass  Email  — CC/EA/VR—  Phishing  Attempts 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Several  counties  have  informed  us  that  they  have  received  very  convincing  emails  that  appear  to  have  been  sent  by 
employees  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State.  These  e-mails  may  or  may  not  include  attachments.  Our  information 
security  team  has  reviewed  the  emails,  and  confirmed  that  they  appear  to  be  phishing  attempts.  If  you  get  an  email 
from  our  office  that  does  not  look  legitimate,  please  do  not  clink  on  any  links  contained  in  the  email  or  open  any 
attachments.  If  you  are  unsure  as  to  the  validity  of  an  email,  please  call  us  immediately  at  1-800-252-8683  or  email  us 
at  electionsecuritv(Ssos.texas.gov  with  your  concerns. 

Please  be  vigilant  in  reviewing  your  emails.  It  is  critical  that  we  all  exercise  as  much  caution  as  possible  with  respect  to 
these  security  issues. 


Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


ETEXIIS.GQ? 

POWTSTO  BYIBE  tBAS  SECREMfBfSmS 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31 .004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Ajex^^Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Keith  Ingram  <KIngram@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  September  19,  2018  1:19  PM 

Starr  -  Alexy  Rios  (elections@co.starr.tx.us);  Starr  -  John  Rodriguez  {Jrdz@co.starr.tx.us) 
Elections  Internet;  Lindsey  Aston 
Reasonable  impediment  declarations 
Starr  County  March  2018.pdf 


John  and  Alexy, 

We  have  had  a  public  information  request  for  reasonable  impediment  declarations  from  the  primary.  In  the  course  of 
producing  those  documents  to  the  requestor,  we  discovered  that  Starr  County  is  not  using  the  correct  form.  The  form 
you  are  using  is  attached.  That  form  is  supposed  to  be  used  for  voters  who  vote  provisionally  due  to  ID  when  they  come 
in  to  cure.  This  is  not  the  form  that  we  created  in  order  to  comply  with  SB  5.  The  correct  form  is  here.  Please  use  the 
correct  form  for  the  upcoming  elections.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  me  know.  Thank  you. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

^vww.sos.state■tx.us/eiections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  By  THE  TiXASSEeRETARYOf  STAU 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  September  19,  2018  1:40  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-Texas  2018  UOCAVA  Compliance 

TX  ReportingGenElec_Blank  2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf;  ADV2018-05  -  Emergency 
Ballot  Procedures  (Primary).pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  am  writing  to  remind  you  that  military  and  overseas  ballots  requested  by  a  FPCA  must  be  sent  out  to  voters  by  your 
offices  no  later  than  Saturday,  September  22.  We  understand  that  in  a  handful  of  counties  there  have  been  several  last 
minute  changes  to  the  ballot  and  that  impacted  your  schedules.  However,  the  deadline  must  be  met.  If  your  ballots 
are  not  prepared  in  time,  you  will  have  to  use  emergency  ballots.  !  am  attaching  an  advisory  on  emergency  ballots  for 
you  to  review.  An  excerpt  from  that  advisory  is  copied  below. 

In  addition,  I  will  be  asking  you  on  Monday  if  you  met  the  deadline.  If  you  failed  to  get  your  ballots  out,  then  !  will  need 
for  you  to  fill  out  the  attached  spreadsheet  and  send  it  back  to  me  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Monday. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  are  having  any  issues.  We  would  be  glad  to  assist  you  in  whatever  way  we  canto  make  sure 
that  all  254  counties  mail  out  their  FPCA  ballots  by  Saturday. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state. tx.us  / elections  /index,  shtml 


PUWERED  BYTHE  JEMS SiCREmRY Sf  STAJI  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Eiection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  seive  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  iaw  yourself,  and  corisult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 

To  better  serve  you,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  is  conducting  a  "Customer  Satisfaction  Survey".  Your  responses  are 
confidential  and  will  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  evaluating  our  services.  Piease  consider  taking  the  survey,  and 
thank  you  for  your  time. 


You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots,  if  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time  to  meet  the  45-day 
deadline,  you  may  create  your  bwn  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format, 
which  is  often  provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you  m^y  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a 
physical  copy  of  the  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you  could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the 
email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The 
main  key  is  that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  format  that  fhe  average  vpter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 
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62  Oil,  62.0115,  and  63.001, Tcx«  Election  Code^U.S.O  C, 

...J 


.  Civil  Action  No,  2;13-CV-00193  {Doctet  NtJ  SJS) 

8/2016 


Request  for  Temporary’  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County-  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  forms  of  acceptable  photo  identification:  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  cun'ent  or  have  expired 
no  more  tlian  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  1  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


lDstruii;tions.''ir.i 


Step  1 .  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  fonn. _ 


Step  1; 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

|\(V\A  \  i  CX  \  f .  A  Wav 

^s'idence  Address  (numBer  and  kreet)  , 

3 boovinpio 

City,  State.  Zip  Code  ^ 

_ 

VUIDNumber  (OOGm 

County  of  Residence  VT/! 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 

Check  all  tliat  apply:  ‘ 

□  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 

pinrl  bn'.’-'!'  f  ’  ^*“0  J  i'’!'  Cv’\ 01*1111* si iitiil 

puipose  from  the  time  for  whicii  I  have  held  this  belief. 

□  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  camiot  present  any'  of  the  acceptable 

forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  was  declared  by  the  U.S.  President  or  the  Texas  Goveraor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3: 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury’,  I  certify  that  the  infomiation  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Is/ 

;iUs,eO!iiy  -.-a 
‘  *•'  •'  *>  ?  '  > 

■r:  V  ' 

VUID  #  _ 

Voter  Res.  Dent.  Sisnature  V  J 

_ IVS  _  Date3L?-.b6iy 

Comments: 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  fonn,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony 
under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37,02. 

13-7 

Prescrito  por  la  Setrelarid  de  Estado 
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EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPUCABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  belov/,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPLICABLE) 


I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 


My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s)i 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


Lack  of  transportation  Disability  or  illness 

□  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

D  Work  sch  ed  ul  e  D  Family  responsibilities 

□  lps  t  or  stolen  photo  ID  C  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

f^Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  1  cl  ^ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


Signature  of  Voter 


"Date 


NOTE;  If  you  intend  to  hand  deliver  vour  ballot  in  ueiscin  to  the  Earfv  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otFfer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 


TX-STARR-19-0693-A-000714 


'  .ii  ’  62  Oil,  6?. 0115,  and  63.CX)I,  Texas  Election  Code;  U.S.O.C.  Civil  Action  No.  2;l3-CV-OOig3  (Docket  No.  895) 


Request  for  Temporary  Exemptioii  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  liereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  forms  of  acceptable  photo  identification:  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  Stales 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  1  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  1 .  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  form.  


Step  1: 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

N^me  . 

Kcx:;^cxn,.. 

Residence  Address  (numbefahd  street) 

"1  \  Le..  ,5  N  i  bnci  ci 

City,  State,  ZipXlode 

kc,  lx  iff.n  

VUID  Number  ^  0  ^  County  of  Residence 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

E.vemption 

Requested 

Check  all  that  apply: 

□  Religious  Objection  {Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  sw'ear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 

purpose  from  tiie  time  for  which  1  have  held  this  belief. 

O  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  caimot  present  any  of  tlie  acceptable 
forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them,  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  was  declared  by  the  U,S.  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3i 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury^  1  certify  that  the  infonnation  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  aro 
true  and  comect  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

\3  e/yi-)  Date®*  -  0^  -  “Skj  /  ^ 

'Us)Onl>v''5: 

'  \  '■  / 

i--  -  •*.'! y.'-  •  '  : 

VUID  #  _  ~~y  \ 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  \  /  Datef^  i 

Comments: 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony- 

under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 
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V 

EXEMPTIONS  (tP  APPLICABLE) 


5 


If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 


Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFiCULTY  {IF  APPLICABLE) 

1  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s): 


(Check  at  least  one  box  belov;) 

□  Lack  of  transportation  □  Disability  or  illness 

O  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Work  schedule  □ 

Family  responsibilities 

Q  L^t  or  stolen  photo  ID  CU  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

L^ Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


Signature  of  Voter 


Date 


NOTE:  if  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  your  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  iD,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  impediment  Declaration  in  tfjp  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otfffer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Earfy  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  ff  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-00071 6 


Sections  62.011, 62.0115,  and  63.001,  Texas  Election  Code;  U.S-D  C.  S  D.Tex.  Civil  Action  No.  2:13-CV-00193  (Docket  No.  89$) 


8/2016 


Request  for  Temporal^'  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 


Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  fonns  of  acceptable  plioto  identification;  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  i  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  1.  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County'  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  fonn. _ 


Step  1: 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

Name 

U\ar\a  &i. 

Residence  Address  (number  and  street)  0 

i 14>  Pr(\iYy\ avTT 

City,  State,  Zip  Code  _  - 

knL 

VUID  Number  j  Q[)  3  2^(j)  County  of  Residence 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 

Check  all  that  apply: 

□  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 
being  photographed  and  have  consistently  refiised  to  be  photographed  for  any  governmental 

O  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any'  of  the  acceptable 
forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  de,struction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  w-as  declared  by  the  U.S.  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  tlie  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3: 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penally  of  perjury,  I  certify  that  the  information  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

fO  _  '  .DataiPf  3  - 

/  X  \  .  - - - - - 

Foir  .Office  v 
U$eOnly 

■  .V  '*  ,  • 

*'■  V,  *  f-  ' 

VUID  #  ' 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  \  )  Date  P)l~k  j  fX)i  F 

Cominenls: 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  Jail  felony 

under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 
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EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification,  if  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 


Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTV  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 


My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s); 

(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 

□  Lack  of  transportation  □  Disability  or  illness 

□  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Work  schedule  □  Family  responsibilities 

□  Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

n  Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  P  0  C _ 

The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


*  Sigjratureof  Voter 


3 -C '  /rf' 


Date 


mm 


NOTE:  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  your  bailot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
o'  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tljf  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  oth'fer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  S  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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Seasons  62.011, 62,0115,  and  63.001,  Texas  Efection  Code;  U.S.O.C.  S.c’fcx,  Civil  Action  No.  2:13-CV-00193  (Docket  No.'S95|  ' 

I  I  8/2016 


Request  for  Teaiporaiy  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  fonns  of  acceptable  photo  identification;  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  cuirent  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  1,  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  fonn. _ 


Step  1: 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 


Step  2: 
Type  of 
Exemption 
Requested 


Step  3; 
Sign  and 
Date 


\Hck 

Residence  Address  (number  and  street) 

City,  Sjate,  Zip  Code 

La,^yo\\fi 

VUID  Number 

County  of  Residwee  g 

.JPor’pfiipe  k 

•i  -  '  '*  ‘  ' 


Check  ail  that  apply: 

□  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  iiereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 
purpose  from  the  time  for  w'hich  I  have  held  this  belief. 

O  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  1  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any  of  the  acceptable 
forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  die  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  tliat  was  declared  by  the  U.S.  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 


Under  penalty'  of  perjury',  I  certify  that  the  information  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  coirect  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 


Sign 

Here>  ^ 


Date  >  g^-c^ 


VUID# 


Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature 
Comments: 


"■7  - 


If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony 

under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 
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EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPIICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  !  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reasonfs): 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


□  Lack  of  transportation  Q  Disability  or  illness 

□  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Wpy^^^edule  □  Family  responsibilities 

BlosI  or  stolen  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

f— 3  other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ _ _ 


The  r^at^nabfeness  of  your  impediment  or  difficuitjccannot  be  questioned. 


nj’  a. 


Signature  of  Voter 


Date 


NOTE:  If  you  Intend  to  hand-deliver  vour  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Cierk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficufty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tl^  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otNfer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000720 


5jons  62,011,  62.0116,  and  63  001, Texas  Election  Code;  U.S  D.C 


lex.  Civil  Action  No,  2  13-CV-00193  (Docket  Nof  895) 

8/2016 


Request  for  Temporary  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section.  65 .054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  forms  of  acceptable  photo  identification:  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identiiication  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  1  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  } .  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  tlie  request  form, 


Step  i; 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

Name,,,^  p,  . 

OenniTek-  Lc>pe2^.  . . . 

Residpaie  Address  (number  and  streef) 

K<^cLr<36 

City,  State,  Zip  Code 

VUID  Number  ^  County  of  Residence 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 

Check  all  that  apply ; ' 

O  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  1  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 

purpose  from  the  time  tor  which  I  have  held  this  belief. 

□  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any  of  the  acceptable 
fonns  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  tliat  was  declared  by  tlie  U.S .  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occuned 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3; 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury,  I  certify  that  the  information  in  tliis  document  and  any  infonnation  attached  aie 
time  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Here  ►  r  ^  Date  O  3  ^ 

..Tor  ; 

.  .  .■  •'  ■■■' 

.  '  •  U  '•  O’  V. 

V*  - 

VUID  #  "  ^  , 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  Date,"^ ^  ^  IS? 

Comments: 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony 

under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 
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EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  {IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s); 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


n  Lack  of  transportation  □  Disability  orifiness 

d  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Work  schedule  □  Family  responsibilities 

□  LosJ,0r'5toi^i  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

1-3  other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impedime^  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


Date 


NOTE!  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  voiir  ballol  In  person  to  the  Early  Voone  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  10, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tlj^  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otfifergovernment  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  maybe  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  piease  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  If  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000722 


f 


ns  62.011, 62. 0115,  and  53.001,  Texas  Election  Code,  U.S.D.C 


>x.  Civil  Action  No.  2:13-CV-00193  (Docket  No.  ^55)1' 

S/2016 


Request  for  Temporary  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  forms  of  acceptable  photo  identification;  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 


Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  ! .  Please  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 

Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  si^n  and  date  the  request  form.  _ 


Step  1 : 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 


Naine  v 

.  ^  lov^rA  Tti  1 U 

Residence  Address  (number  andstreeff  /Qcjf^\ 


City,  State,  Zip  Code 


VUID  Number 


^ro  <Aka/\r/f  cJ-rV/ixT^yp- 

f  'IjC  C*,5  ’  County  of  Residence 


■th 


S0£L 


Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 


Check  all  that  app 


□  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 
being  photographed  and  have  consistently  refused  to  be  photographed  for  any  govermnental 
purpose  from  the  time  for  which  I  have  held  this  belief. 


□  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  excra  ption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any  of  the  acceptable 
forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  was  declared  by  the  U.  S.  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3: 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury,  I  certify  that  the  information  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H?rei-  '  fV)  Date>  C?'- 

:,|Fio,ir  j^^C;e ; 
■.'Dsjepniy  ’;-; 

'  -yt'  i 

•  ^  ■'  ..  ■  ^ 

VUID  U  ' 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  ^  J  Date  ^  y 

Comments: 

11  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felonv 
under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02.  ^ 

15-7 

Pi  escrito  por  la  Secretarta  de  Estado 


) 

EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPUCABLE) 

if  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Signature  of  Voter 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPUCABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s): 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


n  Lack  of  transportation  D  Disability  or  illness 

1— I  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  I D 

□  WofiesEfledule  1—]  Family  responsibilities 

0Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

□  Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


Signature  of  Voter 


Date 


NOTE;  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  your  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the"E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  impediment  Declaration  in  tijp  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otffer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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Secdones  52.0J  l,  62.011S,  v  63.001,  todigo  Eieaora!  deTexar,  U.S.D.C.  S.D.Tex.  Acdon  Civil  No.  2:13-CV-001S3  (Docket  No,  89S) 

8/2016 


Solicitud  para  Excepcion  Temporal  al  Requisite  de  Identificacion  con  Fotografi'a 
para  la  Oficina  Local  de  Regisfro  Electoral  del  Condado 

Conforme  a  la  Seccion  65.054  del  Codigo  Electoral  de  Texas,  por  ia  presente  solicilo  una  excepcioii  al  requisite  de  presenter, 
al  memento  de  voter,  una  de  las  siguientes  formas  de  identificacidn  aprobadas  con  fotografia:  Licencia  de  Conducir, 
Certificado  de  Identificacion  Electoral,  Tarjeta  de  Identificacidn  Personal  o  LIccncia  para  Portar  Armas  de  Fuego 
expedida/o  por  elDepartamento  deSeguridad  PdbJica  de  Texas;  Ceduia  dc  Identificacibn  Militar  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
con  fotografia;  Certificado  de  Ciudadanfa  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  fotografia;  o  Pasaporte  dc  los  Estados  Unidos.  Con 
la  excepcion  del  Certificado  de  Ciudadanfa  Estadounidense,  la  identificacion  presentada  por  el  elector  debe  estar  actualizada  o 
no  haberse  vencido  raas-de  4  afios  aates-de-ser  presentada  para  cumplir  con  los  requisites  para  votar  enJa-casilia  sketoraJ. 

A  continuacion,  doy  mi  razdn  por  ia  cual  estoy  solicitando  esla  excepci6n.  Entiendo  que  tendre  que  entregar  una  solicitud  para 
cada  eleccidn  en  la  cual  no  cumpla  con  presentar  una  de  las  formas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia. 


Paso  N®  1.  Por  favor  proporcione  su  Kotnbre,  Direccioii  Resiclencial,  Nuinero  Unico  de  Identificacion  Electoral  y  Condado  de 
Residencia. 

Paso  N®  2.  Por  favor  proporcione  el  tipo  de  cxcepcion  que  csta  solicitando. 

Paso  N°  3.  Por  favor  fiime  y  anote  la  fecha  en  la  solicitud. _ _ 


Paso  N°l: 
Identificar  a 
la  Persona 
que  esta 

Nombre-<~  ^  /] 

jn.Se  amAro 

DirKcibnResidenQial  (numeto  y  calle) 

hd  chuid^B. 

solicitando  la 
excepcibn 

Ciud^  Estado,  Cbdigo  Postal  —rXi 

f/jru^wJuL 

7<PS^/7 

n.,<,ntvro 

Nup^o^^t^^e^ei^ficacion  Electoral 

Conda^^^^^dencia 

Tipo  de 

excepcion 

soikitada 


□  Objecion  Religiosa  (Excepcion  temporal)  Par  la  presente  juro  quo  tengo  una  objecidii  reltgiosa  a 

ser  fotografiado  y  conlinuamente  me  he  rehusado  a  ser  fotografiado  para  todo  proposito 
gubemamental  desde  el  momento  en  que  sosluve  esta  creencia  por  priraera  vez. 

□  Desastre  Natural  (Excepcibn  temporal)  Por  la  presente  juro  que  no  tengo  alguna  de  las  formas  de 

identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia  debido  a  la  destruccion  de  o  el  no  tener  acceso  a  tales  como 
resultado  de  un  desastre  natttral  declarado  por  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  o  pot  el 
Uobeniador  del  Estado  Texas  y  que  ocun'ib  no  mas  de  45  dfas  antes  del  dla  en  que  vote. 


Paso  N°  3: 
Firmar  y 
poner  fecha 


Bajo  pena  de  perjurio,  certifico  que  la  infortnacibn  en  este  documento  y  cualquier  informacibn  adjunta  son 
fidedignas  y  correctas  a  mi  leal  saber  y  entender. 

_ Fecha  > - - 


VUID# 


Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  _ 
Comments; _ 


Si  hace  una  declaracibn  falsa  en  este  formuiario,  se  le  podria  acusar  de  un  delito  nienor  de  Clase  A  o  un  delito 

grave  que  anierite  encarcelatniento  bajo  la  Scccibii  37.02  del  Codigo  Penal  de  T  exas. _ 
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EXCEPCIONES  (Si  SON  APLICASLES) 

Si  esta  discapacitado,  en  las  fuerzas  armadas,  o  viviendo  en  el  extranjero,  NO  tiene  que  inciuir  una  copia  de  su  identificadon. 

Si  usted  esta  exento  de  propordonar  una  identificacion,  debe  lienar  y  regresar  este  formulario  en  el  sobre  ofidal  para  que  su 
vote  sea  contado. 

Indique  su  estates  a  continuaddn,  firme  su  nombre,  e  induya  esta  forma  en  el  sobre  ofidal. 

EZI  Discapacitado 
I  Ieh  las  fuerzas  armadas 
En  el  extra  njero 


Firma  del  Elector 


DECLARACION  DE  IMPEDIMENTO  O  OIFICULTAD  RAZONABLE  DEL  ELECTOR  (SI  ES  APLICABLE) 

Soy  la  misma  persona  que  esta  ejerciendo  este  voto,  y  me  enfrento  con  un  impedimento  o  dificultad  razonabte  para  obtener  una 
forma  de  identificacion  aprobada  con  fotografi'a. 


Mi  impedimento  o  dificultad  razonable  se  debe  a  las  siguientes  razones: 


(Elija  al  menosunadelas  razones  que  aparecen  a  continuacion) 

i  I  Ealta  de  transporte  Q  Discapacidad  o  enfermedad 

□  Falta  de  acta  de  nacimianto  u  otros  documentos  necesarios  para  obtener  una  identificacion  con  fotografi'a 
[Z]  Horario  de  trabajo  D  Responsabilidades  familiares 

[3'P^dida  o  robo  de  identificacion  con  fotografi'a  d!  Identificacion  con  fotografi'a  ha  sido  soiicitada  pero  no  la  he  recibido 

C!  Otro  impedimento  o  dificultad  razonable _ 


La  razon  de  su  impedimento  o dificultad  no  puede  ser  cuestionada. 


Fecha 

NOTA:  Si  usted  tiene  la  intencidn  de  entreear  su  boleta  personaimente  al  Secretario  de  Votacion  Temorana  el  Di'a  de  ia  Eieccion. 
debe  mostrar  ima  forma  do  identificacion  aprobada  oriRinal  con  fotagfafi'd  o  su  Cerliricado  de  Regtstro  Electoral  marcado  con  una 
"E"  mencionado  al  rovorso  do  osta  pagina,  o,  .si  no  ha  podido  obleiiet  una  de  las  formas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografi'a,  y 
tiene  un  impedimento  o  dificultad  razonable  para  obtener  una  de  las  formas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografi'a,  llene  una 
Declaracion  de  Impedimento  Razonable  en  presencia  de!  Secretario  de  Votacion  Temprana,  y  presente  una  identificacion  adicionai 
original  si  la  identificacion  adicionai  es  una  acta  de  nacimiento  u  otro  documento  del  gofaiernocon  sunombrey  unadireccion  (cuaiquier 
otra  identificacion  adicionai  que  presente  puede  ser  copia),  antes  de  que  e)  Secretario  de  Votacion  Temprana  pueda  aceptar  su  boleta. 

Si  tiene  afguna  pregunta,  favor  de  comunicarse  con  ia  oficina  del  secretario  de  votacion  temprana  ilamando  a: 


. 


Firma  del  Elector 


Nombrey  Numero  de  Teiefono  del  Secretario  de  Votacion  Temprana 
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Secciones  62  011, 62 .0115,  y  63.001,  Codigo  Electoral  tie  Texas,  U.5.D  C.  S  O.Tex.  Accion  CMl  No.  2:13-CV-001<!3  (Docltel  Wo.  895) 
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Solicitud  para  Excepcion  Temporal  al  Requisite  de  Identificacion  con  Fotografia 
para  la  Oficina  Local  de  Registro  Electoral  del  Condado 

Conforme  a  la  Seccion  65.054  del  Cddigo  Electoral  de  Texas,  por  la  presente  solicito  una  excepcion  al  requisite  de  presentar, 
al  momento  de  votar,  una  de  las  siguientes  formas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia:  LIcencia  de  Conducir, 
Ccrtificado  de  Identificadda  Electoral,  Tarjeta  de  Identificacion  Personal  o  Licencia  para  Portar  Armas  de  Fuego 
expedida/o  por  el  Departamento  de  Scguridad  Publica  de  Texas;  Cedula  de  Identificacion  Militar  de  ios  Estados  Unidos 
con  fotografia;  Ccrtificado  de  Ciudadania  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  fotografia;  o  Pasaporte  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Con 
la  excepcion  del  Ccrtificado  de  Ciudadania  Estadounidense,  la  identificacion  presentada  por  el  elector  debe  estar  actualizada  o 
no  haberse  vencido  mas-de  4  aaosnntes-de  .ser  presentada  para  cumplir  con  los  requisites  para  votar  enJaxasilla  elecloral. 


A  continuacion,  doy  mi  razon  por  la  cual  estoy  solicitando  esta  excepcidn.  Entiendo  que  tendre  que  entregar  una  solicitud  para 
cada  eleccion  eti  la  cual  no  cumpla  con  presentar  una  de  las  fonnas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia. 


Paso  N°  1.  Por  fiivor  proporcione  suNombre,  Direccion  Residencial,  Niimcro  unico  de  Identificacion  Electoral  y  Condado  de 
Residencia. 

Paso  N°  2.  Por  favor  proporcione  el  tipo  de  excepcion  que  esta  solicitando. 

Paso  N°  3  ■  Por  favor  firme  y  anote  la  fecha  en  la  solicitud. _ _ 


Paso  N''  1: 
Identificar  a 
la  Persona 
que  esta 
soLicItando  la 
excepcion 

Nonjbre  ,  /Tx” 

rfurmn-h^  .j/Zq-r. 

Direccion  Re^dcncial  (numero  y  calle) 

UlO  T^v:- 

CAidda  Estado  JAjdigo  Postal 

llUrt  ^i^cxir\di  Cjity 

Numero  Unico  dg  Identificacion  Electoral 

V\SH1  

Condado  de  Residencia 

Stonr 

Tipo  de 

exccpcidn 

solicitada 

□  Objecidn  Religiosa  (Excepcidn  temporal)  Por  la  presente  juro  que  tengo  una  objecidn  religiosa  a 
ser  fotografiado  y  continuamente  me  he  rehusado  a  ser  fotografiado  para  todo  propdsito 
guberaamental  desde  el  momento  en  que  sostuve  esta  creencia  por  primera  vez. 

O  Desastre  Natural  (Excepcidn  temporal)  Por  la  presente  juro  que  no  tengo  alguna  de  las  formas  de 
identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia  debido  a  la  deslruccidn  de  o  el  no  lener  acceso  a  tales  como 
resultado  de  un  desastre  natural  declarado  por  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  o  por  el 
Uobernador  del  Estado  Texas  y  quo  ocurrid  no  mas  de  45  dtas  antes  del  dia  en  que  vote. 

Paso  N“  3: 
Firm  ary 
poner  fecha 

Bajo  penade  perjurio,  certifico  que  la  infonna 
fidedignas  y  correctas  ami  leal  saber  y  enfendt 

Fecha 

;i6n  en  este  documento  y  cualquier  informacion  adjunta  son 
2r.  . 

►  rfij 

VUID  #  ^ 

Voter  Ree.  Dept.  SiunaUire  V  7 

7  A 

Date  7)  /  T/  Do  {  7 

i  * 

Comments; 

Si  hace  una  declaracidn  falsa  en  este  fonnulario,  se  te  podria  acusar  de  un  delito  menor  de  Clasc  A  o  un  delito 

sravc  aue  amerite  encarcelamiento  bajo  la  Seccion  37.02  del  Cddigo  Penal  de  Texas. 
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3 

EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification,  if  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  For  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  {IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 


My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s)’. 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


D  tack  of  transportation  □  Disability  or  illness 

1—1  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Work  schedule  C- 1  Family  responsibilities 

□  Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

Elother  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  _ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned- 

Signature  of  Voter  Date 


NOTE:  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  your  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Vulitm  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  orieinal  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  your  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "£"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  10, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tiyp  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  If 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otKfer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy),befofe  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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Solicitud  para  Excepcion  Temporal  al  Requisite  de  Ideutificacion  con  Fotografia 
para  la  Oficina  Local  de  Registro  Electoral  del  Condado 

Conforme  a  la  Seccion  65.054  del  Codigo  Electoral  de  Texas,  por  la  presente  solicito  una  excepcion  at  requisite  de  presentar, 
al  momento  de  votar,  una  de  las  siguientes  formas  de  identificacion  aprobadas  con  fotografia;  Licencia  de  Conducir, 
Certificado  de  Identificacion  Electoral,  Tarjeta  de  Identiilcacidn  Personal  o  Licencia  para  Portar  Armas  de  Fuego 
expedida/o  por  el  Departamento  de  Seguridad  Publica  de  Texas;  Ccdula  de  Identificacion  Militar  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
con  fotografia;  Certificado  de  Ciudadanfa  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  fotografia;  o  Pasaportc  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Con 
la  excepcion  del  Certificado  de  Ciudadania  Estadounidense,  la  identificacion  presentada  por  el  elector  debe  estar  actualizada  o 
no  haberse  vencido  mas-de  4  afios  antes. de.ser  presentada  para  cumplir  con  los  requisites  para  votar  en.!a.casilla  electoral. 


A  continuacion,  doy  mi  razon  por  la  cual  estoy  solicitando  esta  excepcion.  Entiendo  que  tendre  que  entregar  una  solicitud  para 
cada  eleccion  en  la  cual  no  cumpla  con  presentar  una  de  las  formas  de  identificacidn  aprobadas  con  fotografia. 


Paso  N°  1.  Por  favor  proporcione  suNombre,  Dircccion  Residencial,  Ndmero  unico  de  Identificacion  Electoral  y  Condado  de 
Residencia. 

Paso  2.  Por  favor  proporcione  el  tipo  de  excepcidn  que  esta  solicitando. 

Paso  N°  3.  Por  favor  firmc  y  anote  la  fecha  en  la  solicitud. _ 


Paso  N°  1 : 
Identificar  a 
la  Persona 
que  esta 
solicitando  la 
excepcion 


Direccion  Residencial  (mimefo  y  calle) 


(bKts  s-[  Unif  a 


Ciudad,  Estado,  Codigo  Postal 

R.q _ . .C-jfa- 

o  Unico  de  Identificacion  Electoral 


Numero  TJnico  de  Identificacion  Electora 


Condado  de  Residencia 


Tipo  de 

excepcion 

solicitada 

□  Ob]eci6n  Religiosa  (Exccpcidn  temporal)  Por  la  presente  juro  que  tengo  una  objecion  religiosa  a 

ser  fotograflado  y  contLuuamente  me  he  rehusado  a  ser  fotografiado  para  todo  proposito 
gubeniamental  desdc  el  momento  en  que  sostuve  esta  creencia  por  priraera  vez. 

□  Desastre  Natural  (Excepcion  temporal)  Por  la  presenle  juro  que  no  tengo  alguna  de  las  fonnas  de 

idontificaci6n  aprobadas  con  fotografia  debido  a  la  desfmccion  de  o  el  no  tencr  acceso  a  tales  como 
resultado  de  un  desastre  natural  declarado  por  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  o  por  el 
Gobemador  del  Estado  Texas  y  que  ocurrio  no  mas  de  45  dias  antes  del  dia  en  que  s'ote. 

Paso  N®  3t 
Firm  ary 
poner  fecha 

Bajo  pena  de  peijurio,  certifico  que  la  informacion  en  este  documento  y  cualquier  infonnacion  adjunta  son 
fidedignas  y  correctas  a  mi  leal  saber  y  entender. 

aaui^m  R  f?  •  Fecha  ►  I 

VUID  # 

_  Date.3L~^/^f2/.<£ 

r 

Voter  Reg.  Deut.  Signature  V  / 

f  * 

Comments:  . 

Si  hace  una  declaracion  falsa  en  este  forinulario,  se  le  podria  acusar  de  un  delito  tnenor  de  Cla.se  A  o  un  deiito 

grave  que  anierite  encarcelamiento  bajo  la  Seccion  37.02  del  Codigo  Penal  de  Texas. 

1 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000729 


•« 

EXEMPTIONS  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  Identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

1  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  1  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reason(s); 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


□  Lack  of  transportation  □  Disability  or  illness 

[m  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

□  Work  schedule  □  Family  responsibilities 

[—1  Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  □  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

!2  Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ 


The  reasonableness  of  your  impediment  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 

Signature  of  Voter  Date 


NOTE:  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  your  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  or  yourVoter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  presence  of  the  Eariy  Voting  Clerk,  arrd  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  oth^r  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  derk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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Secironi  52.011,  62.0115,  and  63.001,  Texas  Election  Code,  U.S.D. 


-5s.pjex.  Livi}  Action  rslo.  2:13<v-OQ193  (Docket 


IXU.  ^ 


8/2U16 


Request  for  Temporaiy  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  Countj*^  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  niy  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  foniis  of  acceptable  photo  identification:  Driver's  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety;  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  betbre  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  forms  of  photo  identification. 


Step  I.  Please  provide  your  Name.  Residence  .Address,  VOID  Number,  and  Count>'  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3.  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  fonn. _ 


Step  1: 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

ihyyrt)  aid  P\\  fd  f ft  i . .  . . 

Residence  Address  (number  and  streeti  i 

""“'■TOr  ,  Tv  . 

VUID  Number  ^  j  •St-  of  Residence 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 

Check  all  that  apply; 

Q  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  rehgious  objection  to 
being  photographed  and  have  consistently  refused  to  be  photographed  for  any  governmental 
purpose  from  the  time  for  which  I  have  held  this  belief. 

□  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any  of  the  acceptable 
forms  of  photo  identification  either  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  them  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  was  declared  by  the  U.S.  President  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  earlier  than  45  days  before  the  day  on  which  I  voted. 

Step  3: 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury  I  certify  that  the  information  in  this  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  correM  to  the^st  of  niy  knowledge  and  belief, 

j- (S'- t 

^jDippe‘;  ; 
"TJseidiiiy  .  i 

,  b  V  ’•  "•  ■ 

T..V 

b.v  t- 

VUID  # 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  \  / 

7  ' 

.  Date  S /7  7.30/5’ 

Comments: 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony 

under  Te.xas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 

13-7 
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EXEMPTIONS  {IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 


indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  1  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  reasonfs); 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 


□  Lack  of  transportation  □  Disability  or  illness 

n  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 
D  Work  schedule  D  Family  responsibilities 

n  Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  D  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 


NOTE:  If  you  intend  to  hand-dolivor  vnur  ballot  in  person  to  the  Eativ  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Day,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  IDoryour  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "£"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tt)^  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  otFifer  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy),before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot, 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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^r^ipns  G2.01i,  62,0125,  and  63,001,  Tejtds  Election  Code;  U.S.D.C.  ? 


CM^  Action  No.  3: 13-CV'OOi93  {Docfcelt  Nd; 


Request  for  Temporary  Exemption  to  Photo  Identification  Requirement 
for  Local  County  Voter  Registration  Office 

Pursuant  to  Section  65.054  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  I  hereby  submit  to  the  voter  registrar  my  request  for  an  exemption  from 
the  requirement  to  present  at  the  time  of  voting  one  of  the  following  forms  of  acceptable  photo  identification;  Driver’s  license, 
election  identification  certificate,  personal  identification  card  or  handgun  license  issued  by  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety,  United  States  Military  identification  card  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  citizenship 
certificate  containing  the  person’s  photograph;  United  States  passport,  and  with,  the  exception  of  the  United  States 
Citizenship  certificate,  the  identification  presented  for  voter  qualification  at  the  polling  place  must  be  current  or  have  expired 
no  more  than  4  years  before  it  is  presented. 

Below  I  have  provided  my  reason  for  requesting  an  exemption.  I  understand  that  I  will  have  to  make  this  request  for  each 
election  for  which  I  fail  to  present  one  of  the  acceptable  fonns  of  photo  identification. 


lastr6jetipiis’,',Wv 


Step  1.  Plea.se  provide  your  Name,  Residence  Address,  VUID  Number,  and  County  of  Residence. 
Step  2.  Please  provide  your  type  of  exemption. 

Step  3 .  Please  sign  and  date  the  request  form. _ 


Step  1: 

Identify 

Person 

Requesting 

Exemption 

^iTriC  c^  V')0C\  (oLii;rr&- 

Residence  Address  (number  and  street)  Pv  ^ 

(£Dyi .  SV   ■  JiCQCnx'TSse 

City,  State,  Zip  Code  ' 

VUIDNu-b.,  -^OQPt 

County  of  Residence  \/^\/^ 

Step  2: 

Type  of 

Exemption 

Requested 

Check  all  that  apply;  ' 

O  Religious  Objection  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have  a  religious  objection  to 
being  photographed  and  have  consistently  refiised  to  be  photographed  for  any  governmental 
purpose  from  the  time  for  which  I  have  held  this  belief. 

□  Natural  Disaster  (Temporary  exemption)  I  hereby  swear  that  I  cannot  present  any  of  the  acceptable 
forms  of  plioto  identification  eitlier  due  to  the  destruction  of  or  inability  to  access  tliem  as  a  result 
of  a  natural  disaster  that  was  declared  by  the  U.S.  Pres  ident  or  the  Texas  Governor  and  that  occurred 
not  eai  lier  than  45  days  before  the  day'  on  w'hich  I  voted. 

Step  3; 

Sign  and 

Date 

Under  penalty  of  perjury,  1  certify  that  the  information  in  tliis  document  and  any  information  attached  are 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Sign 

Here6*-C]  '  y  Date  ^ 

For JOffif^ ;  , 

:  f.  y,'^- 

Voter  Reg.  Dept.  Signature  ^ j S0{^ 

Comments; 

If  you  make  a  false  statement  on  this  form,  you  could  be  found  guilty  of  a  Class  A  misdemeanor  or  a  state  jail  felony 

under  Texas  Penal  Code  Section  37.02. 

13-7 
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EXEMPTfONS  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

If  you  are  disabled,  in  the  military,  or  living  overseas,  you  are  NOT  required  to  include  a  copy  of  your  identification.  If  you  are  exempt  from 
providing  identification,  you  must  complete  and  return  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope  in  order  for  your  vote  to  count. 

Indicate  your  status  below,  sign  your  name,  and  include  this  form  in  the  carrier  envelope. 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Disabled 

Military 

Overseas 


Signature  of  Voter 


VOTER'S  STATEMENT  OF  REASONABLE  IMPEDIMENT  OR  DIFFICULTY  (IF  APPLICABLE) 

I  am  the  same  individual  in  whose  name  this  ballot  is  cast,  and  I  face  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  that  prevents  me  from  getting  an 
acceptable  form  of  photo  identification. 

My  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  is  due  to  the  following  re3Son(s): 


(Check  at  least  one  box  below) 

CD  Lack  of  transportation  Disability  or  illness 

□  Lack  of  birth  certificate  or  other  documents  needed  to  obtain  acceptable  photo  ID 

D  Work  schedule  O  Family  responsibilities 

□  Lost  or  stolen  photo  ID  Photo  ID  applied  for  but  not  received 

CU  Other  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty _ 


The  reasonableness  of  youjplhipedlm^  or  difficulty  cannot  be  questioned. 


The  reasonableness  of  youjp 

Signature  of  Voter 


Date 


NOTE:  If  you  intend  to  hand-deliver  vour  ballot  in  person  to  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  on  Election  Pay,  then  you  must  show  an  original  of  one  of  the 
forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID  oryour  Voter  Registration  Certificate  with  the  "E"  notation  listed  above,  or,  if  you  have  not  been  abie  to  obtain  one 
of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  fD,  and  you  have  a  reasonable  impediment  or  difficulty  to  obtaining  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID, 
execute  the  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  in  tl)^  presence  of  the  Early  Voting  Clerk,  and  provide  the  original  of  a  supporting  document  if 
the  supporting  document  is  a  certified  birth  certificate  or  oth'br  government  document  that  displays  your  name  and  an  address  and  contains  your 
address  (though  other  supporting  documents  may  be  a  copy), before  the  Early  Voting  Clerk  may  accept  your  ballot. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  the  early  Voting  clerk's  office  at: 


Name  and  Phone  #  of  Early  Voting  Clerk 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  September  19,  2018  3:19  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--CC/EA— Voter  ID  procedures 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  you  may  recall,  SB  5  from  the  85^'’  regular  legislative  session  went  into  effect  on  January  1  of  this  year.  We  sent  out 
advisory  2018-08  on  January  31  about  the  changes  from  the  prior  procedure.  Importantly,  the  law  made  changes  to  the 
form  of  the  reasonable  impediment  declaration.  As  we  said  in  the  advisory: 

“Further,  voters  who  do  not  possess  one  of  the  forms  of  acceptable  photo  ID,  and  cannot  reasonably  obtain  one,  may 
present  a  supporting  form  of  identification  of  the  voter  and  execute  a  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration 
{“RID”)(in  English  (PDF)  or  Spanish  (PDFl).  The  Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  that  must  be  used  under  SB  5  has 
various  modifications  from  the  interim  remedy  ordering  including  :  (1 )  the  addition  of  a  box  for  the  Voter’s  VUID,  (2)  the 
elimination  of  the  “other”  category  listed  under  the  reasonable  impediments,  (3)  a  statement  that  providing  a  false 
statement  or  false  information  on  the  RID  could  subject  the  voter  to  prosecution  for  perjury  under  Chapter  37  of  the  Penal 
Code,  or  Section  63.0013  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  (4)  modified  descriptions  of  certain  supporting  IDs,  and  (5)  a  space 
for  the  voter  registrar  to  sign  where  the  election  judge  would  otherwise  sign  in  the  event  a  Reasonable  Impediment 
Declaration  is  used  to  “cure”  a  provisional  ballot  at  the  voter  registrar’s  office.” 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  a  number  of  counties  used  the  previous  version  of  the  reasonable  impediment 
declaration  during  the  primary  election.  Everyone  must  use  the  current  version  for  ail  elections  going  forward  including 
the  general  election  and  two  special  elections  being  held  on  November  6,  2018. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

IfOTETEXSS. 

PaVVEREO  BVTHE  TEXAS SECRETAR 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin.  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-05 


TO:  County  Cierks/Elections  Administrators  and  County  Chairs 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  January  1 7,  20 1 8 

RE:  Emergency  Ballot  Procedures 


Saturday,  January  20,  2018  (the  45”’  day  before  the  March  6,  2018  primary  election)  is  the 
deadline  for  all  ballots  to  be  mailed  to  all  military  and  overseas  voters.  If  a  federal  postcard 
application  (FPCA)  is  received  after  the  45th-day  deadline,  the  ballot  should  be  mailed  not  later 
than  the  seventh  calendar  day  after  the  date  the  FPCA  is  received.  If  your  official  ballots  are 
not  ready  to  be  sent  by  January  20,  2018,  you  must  create  and  send  emergency  ballots. 
Please  see  below  for  emergency  balloting  procedures.  It  is  not  acceptable  to  miss  the 
deadline  and  simply  wait  until  your  official  ballots  are  ready  to  mail  ballots  outside  the 
United  States. 

You  have  the  authority  to  create  emergency  ballots.  If  you  do  not  receive  your  ballots  in  time 
to  meet  the  45-day  deadline,  you  may  create  your  own  paper  ballots  or,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the 
ballot  in  the  Adobe  .pdf  format,  which  is  often  provided  by  the  printer  for  your  proofing,  you 
may  forward  a  copy  to  the  voter.  If  you  have  a  physical  copy  of  the  ballot  and  a  scanner,  you 
could  scan  the  ballot  and  attach  a  copy  of  the  scanned  ballot  to  the  email  to  the  voter.  If  you  have 
a  copy  of  the  ballot  in  Microsoft  Word,  you  could  attach  a  copy  in  that  format.  The  main  key  is 
that  it  should  be  in  a  digital  format  that  the  average  voter  will  be  able  to  open  and  print. 

Additionally,  emergency  ballots  may  be  used  in  the  event  a  polling  place  runs  out  of  ballots  or 
experiences  technical  problems  with  a  voting  system.  Under  state  law,  once  the  polling  place  is 
open  it  must  remain  open.  Having  run  out  of  ballots  is  not  a  ground  for  closing  the  polling  place 
or  suspending  voting  for  a  time  until  more  ballots  can  be  received.  Therefore,  we  suggest  that 
you  advise  election  judges  to  monitor  the  number  of  ballots  remaining  throughout  the  day  on 
election  day  and  to  contact  you  immediately  if  they  run  low.  This  memorandum  provides  the 
procedures  on  how  to  replenish  a  polling  place’s  ballot  supply.  Therefore,  please  distribute 
copies  of  this  memorandum  to  each  of  your  election  judges. 
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NOTE:  County  Chairs  are  responsible  for  ensuring  there  are  enough  ballots  at  polling  places 
during  the  primary,  unless  the  Chair  contracted  with  their  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator 
for  the  distribution  of  ballots. 

Pre-Election  Day 

Regardless  of  what  type  of  voting  system  your  county  uses,  before  election  day  your  office  may 
want  to  assess  your  early  voting  ballot  supply  for  possible  use  on  election  day.  If  early  voting  by 
mail  or  personal  appearance  turnout  has  been  heavy,  you  may  want  to  consider  having  additional 
ballots  prepared  for  possible  use  on  election  day  in  your  polling  places. 

Paper  and  Optical  Scan  Ballots 

If  you  find  that  a  precinct  is  about  to  run  out  of  ballots,  whether  paper  or  optical  scan  ballots,  you 
have  two  options.  One  option  is  that  the  election  judge  contacts  you  and  you  rush  additional 
ballots  to  the  preeinct.  If  you  do  not  have  additional  election  day  ballots  for  that  precinct,  your 
office  can  use  the  early  voting  ballots  for  that  precinct.  If  no  ballots  for  that  precinct  are 
available,  your  office  can  make  adjustments  to  the  ballots  of  the  same  ballot  style,  if  necessary, 
in  accordance  with  Section  52.006  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

The  second  option  is  for  you  or  the  election  judge  to  take  one  of  the  unvoted  official  ballots  and 
make  copies.  Before  copying  the  official  ballot,  white  out  or  obscure  the  ballot  number  printed 
on  the  ballot.  The  judge  must  sign  the  backs  of  the  copied  ballots  and  serially  number  them, 
beginning  with  the  next  number  from  your  ballot  order.  Please  note  that  our  office  would  prefer 
copies  of  an  official  ballot  be  used,  but  if  you  or  the  precinct  election  judge  do  not  have  any 
official  ballots  to  copy  when  you  first  realize  there  is  a  shortage,  copies  of  a  sample  ballot  can  be 
used  instead.  You  should  make  a  note  on  the  ballot  register  form  indicating  how  many 
emergency  ballots  you  created  and  the  range  of  numbers  you  used  on  the  ballots  created.  If  a 
copier  is  not  available  but  you  have  some  pieces  of  paper,  you  might  be  able  to  copy  the  ballot 
by  hand.  Keeping  in  mind  the  length  of  the  ballot  in  the  primary  election,  rather  than  copy  the 
ballot  yourself,  it  might  be  more  efficient  to  allow  voters  to  write  their  choices  on  a  piece  of 
paper  using  the  sample  ballot  available  at  the  polling  place.  In  this  situation,  the  judge  would 
sign  and  number  a  few  pieces  of  paper  and  place  them  face  down  and  out  of  numerical  sequence 
on  the  table.  The  judge  would  explain  to  voters  that  the  polling  place  has  run  out  of  ballots  and 
allow  them  to  pick  one  of  the  disarranged  pieces  of  paper,  just  as  they  would  choose  one  of  the 
official  ballots. 

DRE  Voting  System 

If  your  county  is  using  a  DRE  voting  system  and  the  machine  malfunctions,  the  election  judge 
should  follow  the  procedures  set  out  by  your  county  clerk/elections  administrator.  You  may 
want  to  provide  the  election  judge  with  paper  ballots  at  the  polling  place  to  use  in  emergencies  or 
for  provisional  voters.  If  so,  the  election  judge  would  simply  continue  using  these  ballots  and 
make  additional  copies  as  needed.  If  the  election  judge  is  not  provided  with  paper  ballots,  he  or 
she  will  have  to  follow  the  procedure  set  out  above  under  the  paper  and  optical  scan  ballots 
section  for  signing  and  numbering  pieces  of  paper  and  allowing  voters  to  utilize  the  sample 
ballot  to  write  in  their  choices. 
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We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  if  people  are  waiting  in  line  to  vote  at 
7:00  p.m.,  they  must  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  present  themselves  for  voting.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  contact  our  office  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Christina  Adkins  <CAdkins@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  September  21,  2018  7:13  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  -  (CC/EA-662)  -  Advisory  2018-29  -  Handguns  in  Polling 

Places 

Attachments:  ADV2018-29  -Handguns  in  Polling  Places  (KP-0212)  .pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Our  office  has  issued  Advisory  2018-29  Handguns  in  Polling  Places.  This  advisory  was  issued  to  offer  guidance  regarding 
OAG  opinion  KP-0212. 

The  advisory  will  be  posted  to  our  website.  When  posted,  it  will  be  located  on  your  Conducting  your  Elections  page. 
Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.gov  j  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 
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POWERED  BY  THE  TBXAS  SEmTARY  BFSTm  ] 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Flection  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date,  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Columns.  Transmitting  jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D, 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date,  If  a  jurisdiction  received  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  45-day  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
requested  by  the  45-day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  4  to  number  the  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission.  Identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  ballots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 
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deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  with  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  U  nited  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  {e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  {e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  For  these 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  G.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  I.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  late  ballot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report(s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 

Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-29 


TO:  Election  Officials 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  September  21,2018 

RE:  Handguns  in  Polling  Places  (KP-0212) 


On  August  27,  2018,  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  issued  Opinion  No.  KP-0212  (“opinion”) 
which  opined  on  whether  presiding  election  judges  are  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  in  a  polling  place 
on  Election  Day.  The  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  concluded  that  because  a  presiding  election 
judge  has  the  same  power  of  a  district  judge  to  enforce  order  and  keep  the  peace  it  is  likely  that  Section 
46.03  of  the  Penal  Code  does  not  apply  to  presiding  election  judges  that  are  licensed  to  carry  a 
handgun  under  Chapter  41 1  of  the  Government  Code,  when  they  are  performing  their  law  enforcement 
duties  under  Section  32.075  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  This  means  that  a  presiding  judge  that 

Election  Day  in  limited  circumstances. 


Types  of  Polling  Places  Affected 

The  OAG  made  several  distinctions  with  respect  to  the  types  of  polling  places  at  which  a  presiding 
judge  may  cany  a  handgun. 

Public  Buildings:  A  state  agency  or  political  subdivision  may  not  prohibit  the  carrying  of 
handguns  on  the  property  it  owns  or  leases  unless  the  Penal  Code  section  46.03  or  46.035  expressly 
allows  the  prohibition.  The  express  prohibition  affected  by  this  decision  is  discussed  below  under 
“higher  education  institution.”  Generally,  presiding  judges  are  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  at 
polling  places  that  are  located  in  public  buildings. 

Public  Schools:  As  public  schools  are  located  on  property  that  is  owned  or  leased  by  a 
governmental  entity,  presiding  judges  are  not  prohibited  from  carrying  a  handgun  in  a  polling  place 
located  in  a  public  school.  However,  Section  37.125  of  the  Education  Code  makes  it  an  offense  to 
intentionally  exhibit  a  firearm  “in  a  manner  intended  to  cause  alarm  or  personal  injury”  on  school 
property. 

SOS  Recommendation:  SOS  recommends  that  if  your  presiding  judge  chooses  to 
carry  a  firearm  to  the  polling  place  in  a  public  school  that  they  only  carry  a  concealed 
weapon  to  avoid  a  conflict  with  Section  37.125  of  the  education  code.  Otherwise,  the 
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presiding  judge  may  risk  committing  an  offense  which  could  potentially  impede  the 
judge  from  completing  their  duties  as  an  election  judge. 

Private  Property:  If  a  polling  place  is  located  on  private  property  and  the  owner  or  someone 
acting  on  authority  of  the  owner  provides  proper  notice,  then  the  carrying  of  weapons  is  prohibited 
on  their  premises.  This  notice  can  take  different  forms.  First,  if  the  property  has  a  posted  “30.06 
or  30.07”  sign  on  their  premises,  this  would  constitute  sufficient  notice  that  carrying  a  handgun  is 
prohibited.  Additionally,  the  owner  of  the  building  may  provide  such  notice  to  the  election 
official  orally. 

SOS  Recommendation:  The  SOS  recommends  that  election  officials  (the  authority 
conducting  the  election)  that  are  using  private  property  as  polling  places  confirm  in 
writing  prior  to  election  day  if  the  private  property  owner  will  permit  election  judges  to 
carry  a  handgun  on  the  premises.  In  the  written  agreement  or  contract  that  the 
election  official  has  with  the  building  owner  they  should  specify  whether  the  presiding 
judge  is  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  on  the  premises.  If  the  building  owner  does  NOT 
permit  the  carrying  of  a  handgun,  we  also  recommend  that  the  document  contains 
language  that  indicates  that  pursuant  to  Section  30.06(b)  and  30.07(b)  of  the  Texas 
Penal  Code,  the  owner  of  the  private  property  authorizes  the  election  official  to  act  for 
the  owner  to  provide  notice  to  the  presiding  judge  of  the  prohibition  of  carrying 
weapons  on  the  property.  If  applicable,  the  election  official  should  then  provide 
written  notice  to  the  election  judges  of  the  prohibition. 

Higher  Education  Institutions:  Section  46.035  of  the  Texas  Penal  Code  specifically  prohibits  a 
licensed  gun-holder  from  openly  carrying  a  handgun  on  the  premises  of  both  public  and  private 
institutions  of  higher  education.  Additionally,  Section  46.035  also  prohibits  an  election  judge 
from  carrying  a  concealed  handgun  in  a  location  on  campus  where  the  institution  has  prohibited  the 
carrying  of  a  handgun  by  rule.  If  you  are  using  a  building  on  the  premises  of  a  higher  education 
institution,  we  would  advise  you  to  consult  with  the  owner  of  the  building  to  determine  if  they  have 
enacted  a  rule  prohibiting  the  concealed  carrying  of  a  handgun.  If  they  have  such  a  rule,  then 
election  judges  are  not  permitted  to  open  carry  or  conceal  carry  a  handgun  on  the  premises. 


Voter  Intimidation 

Please  be  advised  that  if  your  presiding  judges  choose  to  carry  a  handgun  into  a  polling  place,  they 
MUST  do  so  responsibly.  They  should  NOT  be  displaying  or  discussing  the  weapon  in  a  way  that 
would  be  intimidating  to  voters,  poll  watchers,  state  inspectors,  candidates,  or  other  election  workers 
(See  §  62.0 1 1 5(b),  Texas  Election  Code). 


Guidelines  for  Presiding  Judges 

A  presiding  judge  is  defined  under  Chapter  32  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  and  must  be  appointed  to 
serve  by  the  proper  authority.  This  OAG  opinion  is  only  directed  to  those  presiding  judges  that 
possess  a  handgun  license  under  Chapter  41 1  of  the  Texas  Government  Code.  This  opinion  is  specific 
to  presiding  judges  and  does  NOT  apply  to  alternate  judges,  election  clerks,  early  voting  clerks,  or 
deputy  early  voting  clerks.  'However,  if  a  presiding  judge  is  unable  to  serve  on  Election  Day,  the 
alternate  judge  would  assume  that  role  and  would  then  be  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  while  serving 
at  their  polling  place  if  they  possess  a  handgun  license.  Additionally,  the  authority  for  licensed 
presiding  judges  to  carry  a  handgun  in  a  polling  place  is  limited  to  “the  time  the  judge  arrives  at  the 
polling  place  on  election  day  until  the  time  the  judge  leaves  the  polling  place  after  the  polls  close.” 
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The  presiding  judge’s  authority  also  only  extends  to  the  polling  place  and  the  area  within  which 
electioneering  and  loitering  are  prohibited. 


SOS  Recommendations 

In  order  to  address  potential  questions  about  your  own  elections  and  presiding  judges,  we  recommend 
you  take  the  following  actions. 

1 .  Confirm  in  writing  which  of  your  polling  places  will  allow  for  the  open  or  concealed  carry  of  a 
handgun.  This  should  be  addressed  with  the  building  owners  when  discussing  the  use  of  their 
building. 

2.  If  a  polling  place  located  on  private  property  prohibits  the  carrying  of  a  firearm  on  the  property, 
provide  your  presiding  judge  with  written  notification  of  this  fact  regardless  of  whether  the 
property  owner  already  has  the  proper  signage  posted.  Your  written  notice  should  contain  the 
language  required  in  Sections  30.06  and  30.07  of  the  Texas  Penal  Code  related  to  the 
requirements  for  written  communication  that  provides  notice  to  the  voter  that  entry  on  the 
property  with  a  handgun  is  forbidden. 

a.  “Pursuant  to  Section  30.06  or  30.07,  Penal  Code  (trespass  by  license  holder  with  a 
concealed  handgun),  a  person  licensed  under  Subchapter  H,  Chapter  211,  Government 
Code  (handgun  licensing  law),  may  not  enter  this  property  with  a  concealed  handgun.” 

3.  For  polling  places  located  on  private  property,  confinn  in  writing  with  the  building  owner 
whether  or  not  they  prohibit  the  carrying  of  a  handgun  on  their  property. 


General  Prohibition  of  Firearms  in  Polling  Place 

Section  46.03(a)  of  the  Texas  Penal  Code  generally  prohibits  a  person  from  bringing  a  firearm  onto  the 
nremi<?es  of  a  polling  place.  In  addition  to  the  circumstances  described  above,  this  prohibition  does  not 
apply  to  a  peace  officer,  regardless  of  whether  the  peace  officer  is  on  or  off  duty.  For  this  and  other 
potentially  applicable  exceptions,  see  Tex.  Pen.  Code  §  46.15. 


Although  there  is  no  requirement  that  you  place  any  sort  of  signage  in  the  polling  place  in  order  to 
inform  voters  of  the  restrictions  regarding  handguns  in  the  polling  place,  if  you  wish  to  provide  a 
notice  to  that  effect,  you  may  post  form  AW-7-9a,  “Notice  of  Prohibition  of  Handguns  in  the  Polling 
Place.”  Alternatively,  if  you  wish  to  submit  your  own  proposed  notice  to  our  office  for  approval,  you 
may  do  so  by  emailing  the  form  to  us  at  elections@sos.texas.gov.  Note  that  any  such  notice  must  be  in 
English  and  Spanish  as  well  as  any  other  languages  required  in  your  political  subdivision. 


School  District  Personnel  Authorized  to  Carry  Handguns 

Local  school  districts  can  adopt  a  policy  that  authorizes  certain  school  district  personnel  to  possess  a 
firearm  on  the  school’s  premises.  (See  §46.031,  Texas  Penal  Code)  Those  individuals  are  NOT 
permitted  to  bring  their  handguns  with  them  in  to  a  polling  place  that  is  located  on  the  school  property. 
The  area  that  contains  the  polling  place  is  governed  by  different  rules  than  the  school.  There  is 
nothing  that  would  provide  armed  school  district  employees  with  authority  to  carry  their  weapons  in 
the  polling  place  itself  or  in  the  electioneering  area. 
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If  you  have  any  questions  or  situations  that  are  not  covered  by  this  memo,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos,texas,gov> 

Monday,  September  24,  2018  11:23  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL-CC/EA-Texas  2018  UOCAVA  Compliance 
TX  ReportingGenElec_Blanl<  2018.xlsx;  Instructions  2018.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  I  mentioned  last  week, !  am  writing  to  see  if  any  of  you  have  not  sent  ballots  to  military  voters  for  whom  you  have  a 
FPCA.  If  you  did  not  send  out  blank  ballots  by  Saturday,  please  fill  out  the  attached  spreadsheet  and  return  it  to  me  by 
the  end  of  today. 

Obviously,  for  any  FPCA's  you  receive  going  forward,  you  will  need  to  timely  send  out  the  blank  ballots  for  those  new 
requests.  Let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state .  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

I 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Instructions  for  Completing  the  Summary  Report  Spreadsheets 


Ballot  Transmission  Totals 

The  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  is  intended  to  capture,  by 
transmitting  jurisdiction,  total  numbers  of  (1)  valid  ballot  requests  received  by  the  45-day  deadline,  2) 
ballots  sent  by  that  date,  and  3)  ballots  not  sent  by  that  date.  This  spreadsheet  contains  five  columns  as 
follows. 

•  Column  A,  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  100  to  number  the  rows  of  data. 
States  with  more  than  100  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and 
numbers  in  column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of 
transmitting  jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Transmitting  jurisdiction.  In  alphabetical  order,  list  all  jurisdictions  in  your  State 
that  are  responsible  for  transmitting  UOCAVA  ballots.  Include  any  jurisdictions  that  did  not 
receive  any  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  C.  Total  Valid  Ballot  Requests  Received  by  the  45-day  deadline.  Provide  the  total 
number  of  valid  UOCAVA  ballot  requests  that  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  received  by  the 
45-day  deadline.  If  a  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  C. 

•  Column  D.  Total  Ballots  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By  That 
Date.  Provide  the  total  number  of  ballots  sent  by  the  transmitting  jurisdiction  by  the  45-day 
deadline.  If  a  transmitting  jurisdiction  did  not  receive  any  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day 
deadline,  enter  a  zero  in  column  D. 

•  Column  E.  Total  Ballots  Not  Sent  by  the  45-day  deadline  For  Valid  Requests  Received  By 
That  Date.  If  a  jurisdiction  received  valid  ballot  requests  by  the  45-day  deadline,  but  failed 
to  transmit  one  or  more  of  these  ballots  by  that  date,  enter  the  total  number  of  ballots  not 
sent  by  the  deadline.  If  you  entered  any  numbers  in  column  E,  provide  the  additional  data 
requested  in  the  "Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet. 

Late  Ballot  Transmission  Data 

Complete  the  spreadsheet  titled  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot  Transmission,"  only  if  one  or 
more  transmitting  jurisdictions  failed  to  send  by  the  45-day  deadline  one  or  more  ballots  validly 
roquostod  by  the  45  day  deadline.  This  spreadsheet  requests  more  detailed  data  about  the  late  ballot 
transmission  in  eight  columns  as  follows. 

•  Column  A.  List  number.  Column  A  is  prefilled  from  1  to  4  to  number  the  rows  of  data.  States 
with  more  than  four  late  transmitting  jurisdictions  should  add  additional  rows  and  numbers  in 
column  A.  The  last  number  in  column  A  should  equal  the  total  number  of  late  transmitting 
jurisdictions  in  your  State. 

•  Column  B.  Late  Transmitting  Jurisdiction/Date  of  Late  Transmission.  Identify  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  first  numbered  row  and  use  succeeding  rows  to  specify  all  dates  after  the  45-day  deadline 
that  ballots  were  transmitted.  If  the  jurisdiction  sent  ballots  on  multiple  dates  after  the  45-day 
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deadline,  provide  the  information  in  the  succeeding  columns  by  corresponding  late  transmission 
date,  vwith  each  date  in  a  separate  row. 

•  Column  C.  Domestic  military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  within  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  D.  Overseas  Military.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  military  voters  (and  their  spouses 
and  dependents)  outside  the  United  States.  For  these  voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late 
sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22  baiiots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots 
emailed,  or  2  baiiots  faxed). 

•  Column  E.  Overseas  Civilian.  Provide  the  data  requested  for  overseas  civilians.  For  these 
voters,  provide  the  total  number  of  late  sent  ballots  by  the  method  of  late  transmission  (e.g.,  22 
ballots  sent  by  postal  mail,  7  ballots  emailed,  or  2  ballots  faxed). 

•  Column  F.  Describe  the  reason(s)  why  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  sent  validly  requested 
UOCAVA  ballots  after  the  45-day  deadline. 

•  Column  G.  Confirm  that  the  method  used  to  transmit  the  late  ballots  was  by  the  voter's 
preferred  method. 

•  Column.  H.  Indicate  whether  the  state  or  the  late  transmitting  jurisdiction  has  phone,  fax  or 
email  contact  information  for  the  affected  UOCAVA  voters. 

•  Column  I.  Other  comments.  Provide  any  other  information  describing  the  late  transmission  or 
actions  taken  by  the  State  or  transmitting  jurisdiction  to  address  the  late  ballot  transmission. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  missing  some  of  the  data  requested  in  the  "Summary  Report  of  Late  UOCAVA  Ballot 
Transmission  Data"  spreadsheet  by  the  Monday  after  the  45-day  deadline,  we  ask  that  you  provide  the 
information  you  have  on  that  Monday  and  then  submit  a  revised  summary  report{s)  with  the  data 
requested  in  this  spreadsheet  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  information  becomes  available. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To; 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  25,  2018  10:46  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA/County  Chairs— Update  to  the  Poll  Watchers  Guide 


Hello  Everyone, 


I  am  writing  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  changing  the  Poll  Watchers  Guide  tonight.  Specifically  on  page  10  of  the  Guide 
there  is  a  list  of  prohibited  activities  for  poll  watchers.  Number  3  on  the  list  currently  says  that  poll  watchers  may  not 
converse  with  other  poll  watchers.  This  prohibition  should  not  be  on  the  list  and  we  are  removing  it. 

Please  note  that  poll  watchers  may  indeed  converse  with  one  another.  They  may  not  be  removed  for  doing  so.  Please 
let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.  US  /  elections  /mdex.shtmi 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


Attachments: 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  September  25,  2018  4:19  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory  -  (CC/EA)  -  Advisory  2018-30  Revised  Procedures  for  the  Partial 
Manual  Count 

ADV2018-30  -Revised  Procedures  for  Partial  Manual  Countpdf 


Dear  Election  Officials, 

Attached  to  this  email  is  Advisory  2018-30  -  Revised  Procedures  to  the  Partial  Manual  Count.  The  purpose  of  this 
advisory  is  to  inform  you  of  changes  to  the  partial  manual  count  that  will  begin  with  the  November  6,  2018 
election.  These  changes  will  affect  all  counties  that  use  an  electronic  voting  system  for  the  counting  of  ballots, 
including  those  counties  currently  using  DRE  voting  systems.  The  changes  include  the  following: 

1.  The  partial  manual  count  will  now  apply  to  ALL  ballots  counted  by  a  precinct  or  central  scanner  -  This  includes 
Election  Day,  Early  Voting  in  Person,  and  Early  Voting  by  Mail 

2.  Counties  that  use  DRE  voting  systems,  MUST  now  conduct  the  partial  manual  count  on  any  ballots  read  through 
a  scanner  (mail  ballots). 

3.  Counties  participating  in  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  program  now  have  an  alternative  way  to  conduct  the 
partial  manual  count  by  polling  place. 

4.  Counties  with  small  number  of  mail  ballots  can  opt  to  conduct  the  partial  manual  count  on  all  their  early  voting 
by  mail  ballots  to  protect  ballot  secrecy. 

When  we  get  closer  to  election  day,  we  will  provide  more  details  on  how  to  determine  the  selected  precincts  and  report 
your  results. 

We  know  that  this  is  a  big  change  in  procedure  which  is  why  we  are  notifying  you  ahead  of  time  so  that  you  can  plan 
accordingly.  As  always,  please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you  for  all  that  you  do  to  make  our  elections  secure  and  transparent.  We  appreciate  all  of  your  hard  work. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  I  exas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5) sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.eov/elections 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Eiection  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legai  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-30 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO; 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


County  Election  Officials 


Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  /  „ 
September  25,  2018 


Revised  Procedures  for  the  Partial  Manual  Count 


Pursuant  to  Section  127.201(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  “Code”),  to  ensure  the  accuracy 
of  the  tabulation  of  electronic  voting  systems,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  in  an 
election  in  which  an  electronic  voting  system  is  used  must  conduct  a  partial  manual  count. 
The  purpose  of  this  advisory  is  to  inform  you  of  changes  to  the  partial  manual  count  that  will 
begin  with  the  November  6,  2018  election.  These  changes  will  affect  all  counties  that  use  an 
electronic  voting  system  for  the  counting  of  ballots. 


In  201 1,  the  Texas  Election  Code  was  amended  to  include  Section  127.201(g)  that  stipulates  that 
the  partial  manual  count  does  not  apply  to  the  tabulation  of  electronic  voting  system  results  for  a 
voting  system  that  uses  direct  recording  electronic  voting  machines  (“DRE”).  In  2012,  the 
Secretary  of  State  decided  to  exempt  these  DRE-only  political  subdivisions  from  conducting  the 
partial  manual  count  of  mail  ballots  counted  through  an  optical  or  digital  scanner  because  of  the 
possibility  of  revealing  an  individual’s  vote  in  certain  precincts  and  also  in  recognition  that  mail 
ballots  are  often  not  stored  by  precinct.  We  will  no  longer  be  allowing  this  exemption. 


New  Requirements 

Beginning  with  the  November  6,  2018  election,  ALL  counties  that  tabulate  their  voting  system 
ballots  electronically  will  be  required  to  conduct  the  partial  manual  count.  The  partial  manual 
count  will  now  include  all  applicable  paper  voting  system  ballots  that  were  counted  through  an 
optical  or  digital  scanner  and  reported  as  part  of  your  unofficial  results  on  election  night. 


For  some  past  elections,  the  partial  manual  count  only  included  election  day  ballots.  Going 
forward,  the  following  ballots  will  be  included: 
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1.  Early  Voting  in  Person  Ballots  that  were  counted  with  a  precinct  scanner  or  central 
scanner. 

2.  Early  Voting  by  Mail  ballots  that  were  counted  with  a  precinct  scanner  or  a  central 
scanner. 

3.  Election  Day  Ballots  that  were  counted  with  a  precinct  scanner  or  a  central  scanner. 

Any  ballots  cast  on  a  paperless  DRE  are  exempt  from  the  partial  manual  count.  Any  counties 
using  a  Texas  specific  definition  of  a  DRE  system  for  countywide  polling  place  purposes  are  not 
exempt  from  the  partial  manual  count.  They  must  participate  in  the  partial  manual  count. 


How  to  Determine  What  Precincts  are  Included 

General  Election  for  State  and  County  Officers,  Primary  Elections,  and 
Constitutional  Amendment  Elections 

In  a  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers,  primary  election,  or  election  on  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  state  constitution  or  other  statewide  measure  submitted  by 
the  Legislature,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  notify  the  election  official,  on  the  day  after 
the  election,  of  the  selected  precincts  that  must  be  manually  counted.  The  Secretary  of 
State  wilt  also  designate  which  races  must  be  counted  as  part  of  the  partial  manual  count. 
You  will  receive  a  separate  email  prior  to  election  day  with  specific  instructions  about 
logging  into  the  SOS  system  to  obtain  information  specific  to  this  partial  manual  count. 
The  election  official  shall  begin  the  manual  count  within  seventy-two  (72)  hours  after  the 
polls  close.  The  count  shall  be  completed  no  later  than  the  21®‘  day  after  Election  Day. 
(127.201(b)). 


All  Other  Elections 

The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  conduct  a  manual  count  of  all  the  races  in 
at  least  one  percent  of  the  election  precincts  or  in  three  precincts,  whichever  is  greater, 
in  which  the  electronic  voting  system  was  used.  The  custodian  shall  select  the  precincts 
at  random  and  shall  begin  the  count  not  later  than  72  hours  after  the  polls  close.  The 
count  shall  be  completed  no  later  than  the  2P‘  day  after  Election  Day.  (127.201(a)). 
Section  127.201(b)  supersedes  this  section  to  the  extent  of  a  conflict. 


Variation  in  Procedure  for  Mail  Ballots 

The  partial  manual  count  ONLY  requires  that  ballots  in  selected  precincts  be  counted. 
However,  due  to  the  concerns  related  to  ballot  secrecy  in  smaller  counties  and  in  sorting  and 
storing  ballots  in  larger  counties,  the  SOS  approves  the  following  optional  modification  in 
procedure. 

Instead  of  only  counting  the  selected  precincts  for  early  voting  by  mail  ballots,  entities  can  opt  to 
conduct  the  partial  manual  count  on  ALL  of  their  early  voting  by  mail  ballots.  This  will  ensure 
that  ballot  secrecy  is  protected  for  smaller  counties  with  fewer  ballots.  This  may  also  be  an 
easier  process  for  larger  counties  that  don’t  separate  and  store  their  mail  ballots  by  precinct. 
THIS  VARIATION  is  OPTIONAL.  The  determination  as  to  whether  to  count  all  early 
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voting  by  mail  ballots  or  only  selected  precincts  is  made  by  the  General  Custodian  of 
Election  Records.  This  decision  should  be  reflected  in  writing. 


General  Requirements 

Confidentiality  of  Ballots:  At  all  times  relevant  to  the  count,  the  designated  election 
official  shall  take  every  precaution  necessary  to  protect  the  eonfldentiality  and  security  of 
the  ballots  cast  by  the  voters. 


Notice  Requirement;  On  selection  or  notification,  as  applicable,  of  the  precincts  to  be 
counted,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  post  in  the  custodian’s  office  a 
notice  of  the  date,  hour,  and  place  of  the  count.  (127.201(c)).  Although  the  notice  is 
posted  in  a  public  location,  the  partial  manual  count  is  not  open  to  the  public.  Only 
authorized  individuals  may  be  present  during  the  partial  manual  count. 


Authorized  Personnel:  The  General  Custodian  must  be  present  along  with  any  staff 
they  designate  to  assist  with  the  partial  manual  count.  Each  candidate  in  the  election  is 
entitled  to  be  present  and  to  have  a  representative  present.  A  representative  must  deliver  a 
certificate  of  appointment  to  the  general  custodian  at  the  time  the  representative  reports 
for  service.  The  certificate  must  be  in  writing  and  must  include: 

1 .  The  printed  name  and  signature  of  the  representative; 

2.  The  election  subject  to  the  count; 

3.  The  printed  name  and  signature  of  the  candidate  making  the  appointment. 

Ballot  Box  Entry:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  is  authorized  to  enter  into 
the  ballot  box  or  container  containing  election  records  for  the  purpose  of  the  partial 
manual  count.  When  the  count  has  been  completed,  the  records  shall  be  restored  to  their 
secured  condition  for  the  preservation  period.  (213.007).  The  general  custodian  of 
election  records  shall  track  chain  of  custody  of  ballot  boxes,  and  document  the  breaking 
of  any  tamper  evident  seals  used  on  ballot  boxes 


General  Procedures  for  Conducting  the  Partial  Manual  Count 

1 .  The  general  custodian  shall  identify  by  written  order  which  temporary  or  permanent 
employees  will  participate  in  the  partial  manual  count. 

2.  At  the  convening  of  the  partial  manual  count,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records 
shall  identify  the  applicable  ballot  boxes  containing  voted  ballots  subject  to  the  partial 
manual  count. 

3.  The  general  custodian  with  at  least  one  individual  of  the  counting  team  shall  inspect 
the  ballot  boxes  to  verify  that  all  locks  and  seals  are  intact. 
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4.  The  general  custodian  shall  open  or  direct  the  participating  employees  to  open  the 
ballot  boxes  containing  voted  ballots.  The  breaking  of  seals  MUST  be  documented. 

5.  The  ballots  will  be  removed  from  the  boxes  and  the  general  custodian  of  election 
records  shall  order  the  counting  teams  to  begin  counting  the  applicable  races. 

6.  The  counting  teams  shall  follow  procedures  applicable  to  hand  counting  of  ballots. 
See,  Appendix  A.  Qualifying  Voters  Handbook. 

7.  If  there  are  discrepancies  in  the  count,  the  election  official  shall  attempt  to  determine 
the  source  of  the  discrepancy. 

Procedures  for  the  Partial  Manual  Count  for  Counties  participating  in  the  Countywide 

Polling  Place  Program: 

1 .  For  those  counties  that  are  participating  in  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  program,  they 
have  the  option  of  completing  the  partial  manual  count  in  the  traditional  way  by 
counting  applicable  ballots  for  a  specific  precinct  or  they  may  opt  to  conduct  the  partial 
manual  count  by  polling  place. 

2.  At  the  convening  of  the  partial  manual  count,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records 
shall  identify  the  applicable  ballot  boxes  containing  voted  ballots  subject  to  the  partial 
manual  count. 

3.  For  the  selected  polling  places,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  with  at  least 
one  individual  of  the  counting  team  shall  inspect  the  ballot  boxes  to  verify  that  all  locks 
and  seals  are  intact. 

4.  The  general  custodian  shall  open  or  direet  the  participating  employees  to  open  the 
ballot  boxes  containing  voted  ballots.  The  breaking  of  seals  MUST  be  documented. 

5.  The  ballots  will  be  removed  from  the  boxes  and  the  general  custodian  of  election 
records  order  the  counting  teams  to  begin  counting  the  applicable  races. 

6.  The  counting  teams  shall  follow  procedures  applicable  to  hand  counting  of  ballots. 
See,  Appendix  A.  Qualifying  Voters  Handbook. 

7.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  compare  the  manual  count  from  selected 
polling  places  with  the  printed  results  tapes  for  that  polling  place  to  verify  the  vote 
count  for  that  race. 

8.  If  there  arc  discrepancies  in  the  count,  the  election  official  shall  attempt  to  determine 
the  source  of  the  discrepancy 

Reporting  to  the  Secretary  of  State: 

Not  later  than  the  third  day  after  the  date  the  count  is  completed,  the  general  custodian  of 

election  records  shall  deliver  a  written  report  of  the  results  to  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office. 

(127.201(e)) 

The  report  shall  contain: 

1.  The  count  of  the  specific  race  or  races  as  provided  on  the  summary  report  printed  at 
the  close  of  polls  or  the  report  generated  for  the  audit; 

2.  The  count  of  the  specifie  race  as  manually  verified; 
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3.  An  explanation  of  any  discrepancy  found. 

The  SOS  will  provide  specific  instructions  closer  to  election  day  regarding  how  to  identify  the 
selected  precincts  or  polling  places,  whichever  is  applicable  for  your  partial  manual  count. 
Additionally,  we  will  provide  details  as  to  the  format  of  the  report  and  how  to  submit  it  to  our 
office. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  situations  that  are  not  covered  by  this  advisory,  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1-800-252-2216. 

KI:CA 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <  Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  September  26,  2018  8:44  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CCA^R/EA--Election  Infrastructure  threat  reporting 
Election  Security  Information  Needs.pdf 


Hello  Everyone, 

Attached  is  a  document  regarding  possible  threats  to  election  systems  and  how  to  report  them  if  you  see  any  of  these 
things.  We  have  set  up  a  new  email  address  electionsecuritvreportinE(a>sos.texas.eov  specifically  for  reporting  threats 
to  any  election  system.  Of  course  you  can  always  call  to  let  us  know  as  well.  It  is  important  to  share  any  threat 
information  so  that  other  election  officials  can  be  on  guard.  Please  feel  free  to  report  anything  that  occurs  no  matter 
how  minor.  Every  piece  of  information  can  be  a  building  block  in  assembling  the  whole  puzzle. 

Persons  with  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security  will  be  contacting  you  individually  to  make  sure  you  know  who  to 
contact  at  their  office  and  how  to  obtain  security  services  offered  by  them  at  no  cost. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  security  as  we  go  into  this  November's  midterm  election.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  any 
questions. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state.tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS SEEREmRY SF STATE  I 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Election  Security 
Information  Needs 


I  This  document  is  to  Inform  Electron  Officials  and  Technical 
Support  Teams  on  what  threats  to  report  if  encountered 


If  you  believe  the  efection  system,  candidates, 
or  infrastructure  have  been  compromised 
please  report  it 


What  to  report  to  Secretary  of  State  and  DHS  Partners? 

•  How/when  did  you  identify  the  potential  threat  initially 

•  What  type  of  activity  occurred? 

•  What  did  the  threat  actors  exploit/attempt  to  exploit? 

o  Email,  voting  system,  network,  etc. 

•  Upon  gaining  access,  what  did  the  threat  actors  do  or 
attempt  to  do? 

•  What  identifiers  were  involved  in  the  malicious  activity? 

o  Email  address,  IP  address  etc. 

•  What  malicious  websites  or  domains  were  involved? 

•  When  did  the  activity  occur? 


Report  incidents  to  (800)  252-8683 
electionsecurityreporting@sos.texas.gov 


Publish^  19Seotember  201s 


(U)  tnfofmoTian,  gr^phks.  and  pb&iographs  found  wiihin  this  document  may  b«  d/^wn  from  open-source  leporiin^.  The  Center  is  not 

responsible  for  any  claims  or  losses  arising  from  the  use  ofinfornutlois  contained  wiibiis  this  document  Theinclosiofioi  any  reference  should 
not  be  construedas  an  cndotsemeni  of  any  viewpoint,  entity,  process,  or  product  by  the  Center  Roceiving  «ge ikies  Iro  ciutioned  notto 
take  actions  based  sotoly  on  this  rawreportittg.  This  product  is  UnclassKicd/iFor  Official  Use  Only- 


Information 

Needs 

?  ,  Description 

Trespassing  at 
Storage  Facilities 

Unauthonzed  entry  or  attempts  to  gam  access  to  long-term  storage 
facilities,  polling  places,  and  voter  centers,  including  those  that  may  be 
located  on  public  or  private  property,  used  to  store  election  and  voting 
system  infrastructure. 

Targeting  of  Voter 
Registration 

Incidences  of  spear-phishing  or  attempts  to  hack  voter 
systems,  to  include  similar  efforts  against  seemingly  unrelated  state  or  ; 
local  government  entities,  such  as  the  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  or  : 
other  agencies  or  cwi'c  organizations  responsible  for  registering  voters.  -  ^ 

Alteration  of 
Election  Equipment 
or  Systems 

Attempts  to  access;  alter,  or  destroy  systems  used  to  qualify  candidates; 

.  produce  and  deliver  ballots;  procure,  manage  and  prepare  voting  sess'xs 
equipment;  process  requests  for  absentee  ballots;  and  store  and 
manage  election  administration  process  and  procedure  documentation;  y 

Election  IT  Systems 

Unauthorized  access;  or  attempts  to  access,  IT  infrastructure  or  systems: ; 
used  to  manage  elections,  including  systems  that  count,  audit;  or  dispiay: 
election  results.  '  -  ' 

Targeting  Election 
Staff  Accounts 

Attemptstohack,spear-phish,orcompromisepersonai:prprofessionalf<- 
e-mail  accounts  and  social  media  accounts  of  elections  offlcialsi^staff  and  s 
volunteers.  '  -  .  - .  -  - . 

Targeting  Political 
Party  or  Candidate 

Hacking  attempts  or  successful  hacks  Into  political  partyiheadquarters  sss 
or  candidate  IT'systems.  u--  .  c'- x-: 

Interference  with 
Absentee  Ballots 

!  Attempts  to  access,  hack,  alter,  or  disrupt  Infrastructure  to  fecelveand  ;?^ 
process  absentee  ballots  througli  tabulation  centers,  web  portals,  e-  - 
1  mail,  or  fax  machines;  attempts  to  interfere  with  votes  sent  throughithe^  ' 

1  U.S.  Pos\  1  Sjrvirc 

Tactics  used  in  Cyber 
Compromises 

I  CoTipiem.s»s  0'  anv  networks  nnd/or  systems.  Including  hardware 

1  an J,'or  sottwar,.,  ov  c^  ber  actors  ro  rdude  ti'c  tactics,  techniques, 
procedures  on  related  networks  and  systems;  evidence  of  interference 
on  state  systems  for  cyber  security  indicators  of  compromise. 

Disruptions  at 
Polling  Stations 

Une>pbin.?d  disruption  at  po'.lirg  stations  or  trali-.ii  ig  locations  for 
ivo ting  officials,  including  early  voting  locations,  which  block 
voter  turnout,  (example:  social  media  posts,  robocalls  falsely  reporting 
closed  or  changed  polling  stations,  or  physical  Incidents  at  polling 
stations,  inc  ludiiig  distnbution  of  false  information. 

Dislnfomiatlon  Effort 

Disinformation  efforts  to  alter  or  shutdown  government  web  sites  to 
ioincnl  soda!  unrest  or  reduce  voter  luinoul,  to  Include  on  social  nicdUi 
or  other  electronic  means.  ,  - 

Unauthorized  Entry 
of  vote  counting 
areas. 

Unai-th-iriced  enuy  oi  contrail  -ed  vote  .  uuntirirl'tarymg  locahons  or 
electronic  systems  or  networks  used  by  states  and  localities  to  count!  IS-:; 
absentee/military  and  election-day  voting  ballots. 

Impacts  to  Critical 
Infrastructure 

Impacts  to  critical  infrastructure  that  limit  access  to  pollingstations  such " 
,as  power,  water,  lnterne£;telephone(cellular);and  transportation 
(traffic  controls)  outages. 

1 .  . 1 
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AjexjMFUos 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Christina  Adkins  <CAdkins@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  September  27,  2018  5:14  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA/VR  -899)  -  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar 
ADV2018-31-Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars.pdf 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Attached  to  this  email  is  Advisory  2018-31  -  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars.  We  have  issued  this  advisory  as  a  reminder  of 
the  requirements  related  to  the  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  program.  In  this  advisory,  we  also  provide  links  to  our  VDR 
resources  and  a  list  of  frequently  asked  questions. 

As  a  reminder,  our  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Training  and  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Guide  are  posted  to  our  website 
and  are  available  in  both  Spanish  and  English.  I  have  included  the  links  below. 

•  Advisory  2012-04  -Directive  on  VDR  Training 

•  Request  for  Appointment  as  a  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  (PDF) 

•  Certificate  of  Appointment  for  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  (PDF) 

•  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Guide  |  (Spanish) 

•  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Training  (PDF)  j  Spanish  (PDF) 

The  advisory  will  be  posted  to  our  website.  When  posted,  it  will  be  located  on  your  Conducting  vour  Elections  page. 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/eiections 


/  i 


PaWERED  BYTHE  rfMSSEEREKHKOFSr/SJjE 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  787 1 1-2060 

VAVw.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

No.  2018-31 


Phone;  5 12-463-5650 
Fax: 5 1 2-475-28 1 1 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


TO: 

County  Election  Officials 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE: 

September  27,  2018 

RE; 

Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars 

As  the  general  election  approaches,  you  may  be  deputizing  new  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars 
(“VDR”)  or  have  questions  about  current  VDR’s.  VDR’s  are  entrusted  with  the  responsibility  of 
distributing  voter  registration  application  forms  throughout  the  county  and  receiving  registration 
applications  back  from  voters  on  behalf  of  the  county.  They  are  appointed  by  county  voter  registrars 
(“VR”)  and  charged  with  helping  increase  voter  registration  in  the  state.  Pursuant  to  13.047  of  the 
Texas  Election  Code,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  responsible  for  adopting  training  standards, 
developing  materials  for  the  training,  and  distributing  the  materials  to  the  counties.  This  advisory 
outlines  our  current  resources  and  provides  answers  to  frequently  asked  questions. 

In  addition  to  this  Advisory,  we  have  prescribed  the  following  resources: 

•  Advisory  2012-04  ('Directive!  Training  for  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars 

•  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Guide  fSpanish") 

•  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Training  ('PDF')  |  Spanish  fPDFI 

•  Request  for  Appointment  as  a  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  (PDF') 

•  Certificate  of  Appointment  for  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  (PDF) 

•  Volunteer  Deputy  Examination  (if  needed) 

Please  note  that  the  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Guide  and  the  Volunteer  Deputy  Training  are 
available  in  Spanish.  We  have  also  prescribed  an  optional  examination  that  is  available  in  Spanish. 
County  voter  registrars  can  obtain  the  answer  key  on  our  DocShare  site  or  by  emailing  the 
elections@,sos.texas.gov. 

OPTIONAL  TRAINING  METHOD 

Senate  Bill  142  (Regular  Session,  2015),  provides  an  optional  training  method  for  the  appointment 
of  volunteer  deputy  registrars.  Instead  of  holding  in-person  training  sessions,  a  county  MAY  adopt 
a  procedure  that  allows  a  person  to  review  the  SOS  online  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  training. 
Upon  completing  the  training,  they  must  appear  in  person  in  the  voter  register’s  office  to  take  an 
examination.  Upon  satisfactory  completion  of  the  examination,  and  completion  of  the  Request  of 
Appointment,  the  voter  registrar  must  appoint  the  person  as  a  VDR.  They  will  be  issued  a 
Certificate  of  Appointment.  As  this  time,  the  county  can  provide  the  newly  appointed  VDR  of  any 
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county  specific  procedures.  The  voter  registrar  must  advise  the  newly  appointed  volunteer  deputy 
registrar  that  the  only  requirements  for  voter  registration  are  those  prescribed  by  state  law  or  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  examination  is  “open-book.”  A  potential  VDR  can  use  the  training  materials  to  assist  them 
when  completing  the  examination.  A  potential  VDR  is  required  to  answer  at  least  90%  (1 8  of  20)  of 
the  examination  questions  to  successfully  complete  the  application.  The  Election  Code  does  not 
provide  a  limit  to  the  number  of  times  a  potential  VDR  can  take  the  examination  before  passing. 

The  online  training  and  examination  procedure  can  be  adopted  by  decision  of  the  Voter  Registrar. 
The  VR  does  not  have  to  adopt  the  online  training  and  examination  procedure  by  order  of  the 
Commissioners  Court,  but  can  if  the  VR  chooses  to  do  so. 

Counties  are  not  required  to  adopt  the  online  training  and  examination,  and  can  continue  to  conduct 
only  in-person  training  for  VDRs  without  requiring  an  examination.  Please  note  that  if  you  do  not 
schedule  more  than  one  training  per  month  or  if  that  training  you  schedule  is  only  offered  during 
business  hours,  we  STRONGLY  recommend  that  you  adopt  the  optional  on-line  training  method  so 
as  to  allow  more  individuals  the  opportunity  to  be  appointed  as  a  VDR  in  your  county. 

Minimum  Training  Standards 

Advisory  2012-04  is  our  directive  on  training  standards  and  it  outlined  the  following  requirements: 

•  The  voter  registrar  must  establish  a  schedule  of  times  and  places  where  such  training  for 
volunteer  deputy  registrars  will  be  offered,  if  they  have  not  adopted  an  optional  training 
method  prescribed  by  the  SOS. 

•  The  voter  register  may  adopt  their  own  examination  that  VDRs  must  complete  at  the  end  of 
their  in-person  training.  If  the  VR  adopts  and  examination,  the  SOS  must  approve  the 
county  exam  (13.048(a)). 

•  The  county  training  must  include  the  Secretary  of  State  prescribed  power  point. 

•  The  county  training  may  also  include  additional  training  materials  provided  by  the  county 
voter  registrar. 

•  Voter  Registrars  must  offer  training  at  a  minimum  of  one  a  month.  However,  the  SOS 
strongly  recommends  that  you  offer  more  than  one  training  per  month  and  that  you  offer 
trainings  outside  of  business  hours.  If  you  are  unable  do  so,  your  office  should  consider 
adopting  the  optional  on-line  training  method  discussed  above. 

•  Volunteer  deputy  registrars  must  undergo  the  Secretary  of  State’s  standards  of  training  each 
time  they  receive  a  certificate  of  appointment  that  is  in  connection  with  each  election  cycle 
for  which  they  are  appointed  that  ends  on  December  3 1  of  each  even-numbered  year. 


Appointment  of  VDRs  Trained  in  other  Counties 

If  the  volunteer  deputy  registrar  has  already  been  trained  and  appointed  in  another  county 
during  the  current  election  cycle,  he/she  does  not  have  to  undergo  additional  training  nor 
complete  another  examination.  You  may  ask  the  previous  registrar  to  confirm  that  the  volunteer 
deputy  registrar  has  undergone  such  training.  A  county  can  continue  to  provide  county-specific 
information  to  VDRs  at  the  time  of  certification,  but  cannot  require  that  the  VDR  complete  any 
additional  examinations. 
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Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Materials 

The  county  Voter  Registrar  must  distribute  to  each  appointed  volunteer  deputy  registrar  the 
following  materials: 

(1)  The  Texas  Volunteer  Deputy  Registrar  Guide, 

(2)  Plenty  of  voter  registration  applications  containing  the  county  return  address, 

(3)  A  certificate  of  appointment,  and 

(4)  A  receipt  book. 

VDRs  may  also  print  blank  applications  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  website  or  request  blank 
applications  from  the  SOS  directly. 

NOTE;  Some  counties  use  VR  applications  with  a  perforated  receipt  that  can  be  detached  and 
given  to  the  voter.  The  SOS  has  approved  a  version  of  this  application. 

Frequently  Asked  Questions 

1.  Does  a  VDR  need  to  be  a  registered  voter  in  the  county  they  are  wanting  to  become  a 
VDR  in? 

No,  a  VDR  does  not  need  to  be  a  registered  voter  in  the  county  where  they  are  wanting  to 
become  a  VDR  or  even  a  registered  voter  in  Texas.  The  potential  VDR  only  needs  to  be  a 
resident  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

2.  What  are  the  qualifications  to  become  a  VDR? 

A  VDR  must  be: 

•  be  at  least  1 8  years  old; 

•  be  a  United  States  citizen; 

•  not  have  been  determined  by  a  final  judgment  of  a  court  exercising  probate  jurisdiction  to  be 

1.  totally  mentally  incapacitated,  or 

2.  partially  mentally  incapacitated  without  the  right  to  vote; 

•  never  have  been  convicted  of  failing  to  deliver  a  voter  application  to  a  voter  registrar; 

•  not  have  been  finally  convicted  of  a  felony,  or,  if  convicted,  must  have 

1.  fully  discharged  the  sentence,  including  any  term  of  incarceration,  parole,  or  supervision, 
or  completed  a  period  of  probation  ordered  by  any  court,  or 

2.  been  pardoned  or  otherwise  released  from  the  resulting  disability  to  vote; 

•  not  have  been  finally  convicted  of  identity  theft  under  Section  32.5 1  of  the  Penal  Code;  and 

•  be  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

3.  Does  the  county  have  to  offer  in-person  VDR  training? 

No,  as  a  county,  you  do  not  have  to  have  in-person  training,  if  you  adopt  an  optional  online 
training  method  prescribed  by  the  SOS. 

4.  If  the  county  has  in-person  training,  can  a  potential  VDR  still  do  the  online  training 
prescribed  by  the  SOS? 
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Yes,  a  potential  VDR  could  take  the  county  in-person  training  or  the  online  training 
prescribed  by  the  SOS,  if  the  county  has  adopted  the  optional  online  training  in  their  county. 

5.  Can  a  potential  VDR  request  to  take  the  SOS  examination  in  our  county  if  we  have  not 
adopted  the  examination? 

No.  If  a  county  has  not  adopted  the  SOS  online  training  and  examination  procedure,  a 
potential  VDR  will  be  required  to  attend  the  in-person  training  to  become  certified. 

6.  Can  we  continue  to  provide  county-specific  information  to  VDRs? 

Yes.  A  VR  can  continue  to  provide  county-specific  information  to  VDRs  at  the  time  of 
certification,  regardless  if  they  choose  to  adopt  the  examination.  In  a  county  that  has 
adopted  the  examination,  a  VDR  who  successfully  completes  the  examination  must  also 
receive  the  county-specific  information. 

7.  When  a  potential  VDR  comes  in  person  to  take  the  examination  does  the  VR  have  to 
give  them  the  examination  at  that  time? 

Yes,  as  a  VR  if  a  potential  VDR  comes  in-person  to  take  the  examination,  then  you  MUST 
give  them  the  examination  that  day  during  the  voter  registrar’s  regular  business  hours. 

8.  How  many  times  can  a  potential  VDR  take  an  examination  if  they  fail? 

The  code  does  NOT  have  a  limit  of  times  that  a  potential  VDR  can  take  an  examination, 
therefore  a  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  the  exam  more  than  once. 

9.  Can  I  as  a  VR  refuse  to  appoint  a  VDR? 

No,  under  Section  13.032  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  a  VR  may  not  refuse  to  appoint  a 
VDR  unless  they  do  not  meet  the  qualifications  to  become  a  VDR.  (13.032) 

10.  As  a  VR  can  I  terminate  a  VDR’s  appointment? 

Yes,  please  refer  to  Section  13.036  for  a  list  of  reasons  why  a  VDR  may  be  terminated. 
Please  note  that  under  13.036,  these  are  the  only  reasons  a  VDR  can  be  terminated. 

11.  What  are  the  general  powers  of  a  VDR? 

A  volunteer  deputy  registrar  may  distribute  voter  registration  application  forms  throughout 
the  county  and  receive  registration  applications  submitted  to  the  deputy  in  person.  Please 
note  that  a  VDR  is  limited  to  voter  registration  applications  only.  A  VDR  could  not  accept 
an  application  for  ballot  by  mail  or  an  FPCA,  and  deliver  it  to  the  early  voting  clerk. 

12.  How  many  applications  must  a  VR  provide  to  a  VDR? 

A  VR  should  be  generous  in  the  number  of  blank  applications  they  provide  to  a  VDR.  If  a 
VR  is  concerned  about  cost,  they  can  always  request  reimbursement  for  these  costs  with 
Chapter  19  finds,  if  they  are  available  to  the  county. 
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13.  What  does  a  VDR  do  with  the  receipt  books? 

For  each  completed  voter  registration  application,  a  VDR  may  fill  out  a  receipt  in  duplicate 
and  give  each  applicant  the  original  receipt.  The  duplicate  receipts  must  be  delivered  to  the 
voter  registrar  along  with  the  applications.  A  VDR  may  wish  to  keep  copies  or  stubs  for 
their  records.  The  VDR  should  not  keep  copies  of  the  completed  voter  registration 
applications  because  these  documents  contain  information  that  is  confidential  by  law. 
A  VDR  MUST  deliver  completed  registration  applications  and  receipts  in  person  to  the 
voter  registrar  no  later  than  5  p.m.  on  the  5th  day  after  the  date  you  receive  them. 
(13.042(b)). 

NOTE:  An  application  submitted  after  the  34“'  day  before  the  date  of  an  election  and  on  or 
before  the  last  day  for  a  person  to  timely  submit  a  registration  application  for  that  election 
shall  be  delivered  not  later  than  5:00  pm  of  the  next  regular  business  day  after  the  date  to 
timely  submit  a  registration  application  for  that  election.  (13.042)(c)). 

FAILURE  TO  DELIVER  AN  APPLICATION  IN  A  TIMELY  MANNER  IS  A  CRIMINAL 
OFFENSE. 

14.  How  long  does  a  VDR  need  to  keep  their  receipt  books? 

It  is  not  addressed  in  the  Code,  but  we  would  suggest  that  a  VDR  should  retain  the  receipt 
books  for  22  months  following  the  election  closest  to  the  effective  date  of  the  applications. 
Please  inform  the  VDR  to  communicate  with  you  as  a  VR,  as  you  may  have  their  own 
timeline  of  retaining  the  receipt  books. 

15. 1  am  a  candidate  and/or  working  for  a  campaign.  May  I  serve  as  a  volunteer  deputy 
registrar? 

Yes.  There  is  no  prohibition  against  a  candidate  or  a  campaign  worker  serving  as  a  deputy 
registrar,  as  long  as  they  otherwise  meet  the  “Qualifications”  described  above  and  have  been 
officially  appointed  as  a  volunteer  deputy  registrar.  Similarly,  there  is  no  prohibition  against 
a  volunteer  deputy  registrar  registering  voters  at  a  campaign  rally  for  a  candidate  or  event. 
While  working  at  rally  or  public  event,  a  volunteer  deputy  registrar  must  offer  registration  to 
anyone  who  requests  it.  A  VDR  cannot  refuse  to  accept  an  application  if  the  voter  does  not 
want  to  vote  for  the  candidate  a  VDR  works  for. 

16.  As  a  VDR,  can  they  accept  applications  from  a  voter  in  another  county? 

No.  A  Volunteer  deputy  registrar  status  is  conferred  on  a  county-by-county  basis.  For 
VDR’s  to  accept  applications  for  Y  or  Z  counties,  a  VDR  would  have  to  become  a  volunteer 
deputy  registrar  for  those  counties.  A  VDR  could  certainly  give  applications  to  the  attendees 
from  County  Y  and  County  Z  and  direct  them  to  mail  the  application  to  the  appropriate 
county  voter  registrar’s  office.  A  person  commits  a  Class  C  misdemeanor  by  acting  as  a 
volunteer  deputy  registrar  when  he  or  she  does  not  have  an  effective  appointment  as  a 
deputy  registrar.  (13.044). 

17.  May  a  VDR  assist  and  witness  multiple  applicants? 
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Yes.  A  VDR  may  assist  and  witness  multiple  applicants.  If  an  applicant  cannot  sign  his/her 
name  on  the  application,  the  applicant  may  make  a  mark  on  the  signature  line.  VDRs 
should:  (1)  Print  the  name  of  the  applicant  beside  the  mark,  and  (2)  sign  their  name  and 
address  as  the  witness  as  required  by  Section  1.0 1 1  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

18.  Must  a  VDR  submit  applications  in  person  to  the  VR’s  Office? 

Yes.  Applications  must  be  submitted  in  person  by  the  VDR  or  by  personal  delivery  through 
another  designated  volunteer  deputy  registrar.  The  VDR  should  NOT  mail  the  voter 
registration  applications  to  the  VR’s  office. 

19.  What  if  a  voter  submits  an  application  that  is  not  complete? 

The  VDR  should  be  reviewing  the  application  for  completeness  in  the  presence  of  the  voter 
before  the  VDR  accepts  and  delivers  the  application  to  the  VR.  (13.039). 

20.  What  if  I  get  an  application  from  a  VDR  for  another  county? 

Assuming  the  VDR  is  a  VDR  in  that  county,  you  as  a  VR  will  forward  the  application  to  the 
correct  county. 

21.  When  is  the  effective  date  of  registration  for  an  applicant  submitting  its  application  to 
a  VDR? 

Assuming  the  individual  is  otherwise  eligible  to  vote,  the  applicant’s  registration  will  be 
effective  30  days  after  the  date  of  submission  to  the  VDR. 

22.  As  a  VR  must  I  keep  an  active  appointment  file  of  a  VDR? 

Yes.  The  registrar  shall  maintain  a  file  containing  the  duplicate  certificates  of  appointment 
of  the  volunteer  deputy  registrars  whose  appointments  are  effective,  (b)  The  registrar  shall 
maintain  the  file  in  alphabetical  order  by  deputy  name  on  a  countywide  basis,  (c)  Each 
certificate  shall  be  retained  on  file  during  the  time  the  appointment  is  effective. 

23.  As  a  VR  must  I  keep  an  inactive  appointment  file? 

Yes.  The  registrar  shall  maintain  a  file  containing  the  duplicate  certificates  of  appointment 
of  the  volunteer  deputy  registrars  whose  appointments  have  been  terminated,  (b)  The 
registrar  shall  enter  the  date  of  and  reason  for  termination  on  each  duplicate  certificate,  (c) 
The  registrar  shall  maintain  the  file  in  alphabetical  order  by  deputy  name  on  a  countywide 
basis,  (d)  Each  certificate  shall  be  retained  on  file  for  two  years  after  the  date  of  termination. 

All  references  are  to  the  Texas  Election  Code  (unless  otherwise  cited)  available  here: 
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Index.aspx 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  information  in  this  advisory,  please  contact  the  Elections 
Division  at  1 -800-252- VOTE(8683). 

KI:CA:KR 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Betsy  Schonhoff  <BSchonhoff@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  October  09,  2018  4:10  PM 
VRTeam 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (VR/EA-659)  -  November  6,  2018  Voter  Registration  Deadline 
Memorandum 

VR  Application  Sample  Notification  -  November  6,  2018.pdf;  Voter  Registration 
Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates.pdf 


To:  All  Tax  Assessor-CollectorsA^oter  Registrars 

From:  Keith  Ingram,  Director 
Date:  October  9,  201 8 

RE:  Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 

As  a  reminder,  today,  Tuesday,  October  9,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in  the  upcoming 
November  6,  2018  Elections.  With  the  2011  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there  are  occasions  where  USPS  is 
not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle  this  situation,  we  have  developed  a 
recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be 
considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be  used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter  Registrars.  If  you 
receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is  after  the 
deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received  on  or  before  the 
deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or  letter  (sample 
attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut-off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear 
that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  cun'ent  election.  If  no  notice  is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible 
for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the  envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the 
applications  were  received  by  us  after  October  9,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election, 
regardless  of  what  the  applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR  applications  contained  in  the  envelope 
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should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same  day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  umiiarked  and  there  is 
no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was  sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the 
applications  were  received. 


Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  infonuation  or  need  additional  information,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216,  option  1. 

KI:BS 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
WWW.  sos.state.tx.  US 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-281 1 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


THE  ENCLOSED  VOTER  REGISTRATION 
APPLICATIONS  WITHOUT  POSTMARKS 
CAME  TO  OUR  OFFICE  IN  PACKAGES 
WHICH  WERE  POSTMARKED  ON  OR 
BEFORE  OCTOBER  9,  2018.  THE  VOTERS 
ARE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  NOVEMBER  6, 
2018  ELECTIONS.  ANY  QUESTIONS 
PLEASE  CALL  KRISTI  HART  WITH  THE 
ELECTIONS  DIVISION  TOLL-FREE  AT 
1-800-252-2216,  options  4  -  hold  until  after  the 
Spanish  option,  then  select  option  1,  then  option  5 
OR  EMAIL  KHART(gSOS.TEXAS.GOV. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 

www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-281 1 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

RE: 


All  Tax  Assessor-Collectors/Voter  Registrars 
Keith  Ingram,  Director/ 

October  9,  2018 
Voter  Registration  Postmarks  and  Cut-Off  Dates 


As  a  reminder,  today,  Tuesday,  October  9,  2018  is  the  last  day  for  a  voter  to  register  to  vote  in 
the  upcoming  November  6,  2018  Elections.  With  the  201 1  USPS  change  in  requirements,  there 
are  occasions  where  USPS  is  not  postmarking  the  voter’s  application  card.  In  order  to  handle 
this  situation,  we  have  developed  a  recommended  order  of  identification  to  help  registrars 
determine  whether  or  not  an  application  should  be  considered  to  be  timely.  The  dates  that  can  be 
used,  in  order,  should  they  appear,  are: 

Applications  Sent  Directly  to  the  County 

1 .  A  postmark  directly  on  the  voter  application  or  accompanying  envelope. 

2.  The  date  written  in  by  the  applicant  next  to  their  signature. 

3.  If  none  of  these  exist,  then  the  date  received  by  the  voter  registrar’s  office  should  be  used. 
Applications  Sent  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office 

When  our  office  receives  applications,  we  sort  them  by  county  and  then  mail  them  to  Voter 
Registrars.  If  you  receive  a  packet  of  applications  from  us,  please  use  the  following  dates: 

1 .  The  date  postmarked  on  the  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

2.  If  the  date  postmarked  on  an  envelope  sent  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  is 

after  the  deadline,  we  will  include  a  note  stating  that  the  applications  were  received 
on  or  before  the  deadline.  (See  the  attached  sample.) 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  only  time  that  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  will  include  a  note  or 
letter  (sample  attached)  is  when  the  applications  received  are  close  enough  to  the  registration  cut¬ 
off  that  it  needs  to  be  clear  that  the  registrations  are  eligible  for  the  current  election.  If  no  notice 
is  included,  then  the  voter  will  be  eligible  for  the  next  election.  If  there  was  no  note  in  the 
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envelope  from  the  SOS  with  the  registrations,  then  all  of  the  applications  were  received  by  us 
after  October  9,  2018  or  the  appropriate  cut-off  date  for  the  next  election,  regardless  of  what  the 
applicant  may  have  written  on  it. 

If  an  envelope  containing  voter  applications  is  mailed  from  a  source  other  than  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  manila  envelope  bears  a  post  office  cancellation  mark,  then  all  of  the  VR 
applications  contained  in  the  envelope  should  be  treated  as  having  been  postmarked  on  the  same 
day.  If  the  manila  envelope  is  unmarked  and  there  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the  envelope  was 
sent,  the  voters  might  be  treated  as  having  registered  on  the  date  the  applications  were  received. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  regarding  this  information  or  need  additional 
information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  a  member  of  the  VR  TEAM  at  (800)  252-2216, 
option  1. 

KI:BS 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000780 


Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Election  Security  <electionsecurity@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  October  17,  2018  9:08  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA/VR  -  931)  -  County  Security  Alert 


Dear  County  Election  Officials, 

We  have  received  several  alerts  from  counties  that  have  received  suspicious  emails  containing  an  attachment,  named 
'Invoice'.  We  submitted  the  attachment  to  MS-ISAC  for  analysis. 

MS-iSAC's  research  discovered  that  the  document  attached  to  the  phishing  emails  contains  malware  which  can 
download  a  program  called  Emotet  to  your  system.  Emotet  is  a  very  advanced  trojan  that  can  spread  through  your 
network,  collecting  valuable  information  such  as  usernames,  passwords,  and  email  addresses.  SOS  IT  will  share 
additional  technical  details  through  ouremail  distribution  list  for  county  IT  contacts.  If  your  IT  staff  would  like  to  be 
added  to  that  distribution,  they  can  request  to  be  added  via  an  email  to  ElectionsSecuritv(5)sos.texas.gov  . 

Please  contact  your  IT  support  team  if  you  believe  that  anyone  in  your  office  may  have  opened  the  attachment  included 
with  the  phishing  email.  Your  IT  support  team  may  contact  us  at  ElectionsSecuritv@sos.texas.gov  if  more  information 
about  this  malware  is  needed. 

Please  also  be  sure  to  report  all  suspected  security  incidents  to  ElectionSecuritvReporting@sos.texas.gov  . 

24/7  cybersecurity  assistance  for  SLTT  governments  is  available  from  MS-ISAC  by  phone  at  866-787-4722,  by  email  at 
SOC@cisecuritv.org,  or  on  MS-iSAC's  website  at  https://msi5ac.cisecuritv.org/. 

To  report  an  intrusion  and  request  resources  for  incident  response  or  technical  assistance,  contact  NCCIC  by  email  at 
NCCICCustomerService@hq.dhs.gov  or  by  phone  at  888-282-0870. 

Additional  details  on  Emotet  from  the  US  CERT  follow: 


Description 

Emotet  continues  to  be  among  the  most  costly  and  destructive  malware  affecting  SLTT  governments.  Its 
worm-like  features  result  in  rapidly  spreading  network-wide  infection,  which  are  difficult  to  combat.  Emotet 
infections  have  cost  SLTT  governments  up  to  $1  million  per  incident  to  remediate. 

Emotet  is  on  advanced,  modular  banking  Trojan  that  primarily  functions  os  a  downloadcr  or  dropper  of 
other  banking  Trojans.  Additionally,  Emotet  is  a  polymorphic  banking  Trojan  that  can  evade  typical 
signature-based  detection.  It  has  several  methods  for  maintaining  persistence,  including  auto-start 
registry  keys  and  services.  It  uses  modular  Dynamic  Link  Libraries  (DLLs)  to  continuously  evolve  and 
update  its  capabilities.  Furthermore,  Emotet  is  Virtual  Machine-aware  and  can  generate  false  indicators  if 
run  in  a  virtual  environment. 

Emotet  is  disseminated  through  malspam  (emails  containing  malicious  attachments  or  links)  that  uses 
branding  familiar  to  the  recipient;  it  has  even  been  spread  using  the  MS-ISAC  name.  As  of  July  2018,  the 
most  recent  campaigns  imitate  PayPal  receipts,  shipping  notifications,  or  “past-due”  invoices  purportedly 
from  MS-ISAC.  initial  infection  occurs  when  a  user  opens  or  clicks  the  malicious  download  link,  PDF,  or 
macro-enabled  Microsoft  Word  document  included  in  the  malspam.  Once  downloaded,  Emotet 
establishes  persistence  and  attempts  to  propagate  the  local  networks  through  incorporated  spreader 
modules. 

Currently,  Emotet  uses  five  known  spreader  modules:  NetPass.exe,  WebBrowserPassView,  Mail 
PassView,  Outlook  scraper,  and  a  credential  enumerator. 
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1 .  NetPass.exe  is  a  iegitimate  utility  developed  by  NirSoft  that  recovers  all  network  passwords 
stored  on  a  system  for  the  current  logged-on  user.  This  tool  can  also  recover  passwords  stored  in 
the  credentials  file  of  external  drives. 

2.  Outlook  scraper  is  a  tool  that  scrapes  names  and  email  addresses  from  the  victim’s  Outlook 
accounts  and  uses  that  information  to  send  out  additional  phishing  emails  from  the  compromised 
accounts. 

3.  WebBrowserPassView  is  a  password  recovery  tool  that  captures  passwords  stored  by  Internet 
Explorer,  Mozilla  Firefox,  Google  Chrome,  Safari,  and  Opera  and  passes  them  to  the  credential 
enumerator  module. 

4.  Mai!  PassView  is  a  password  recovery  tool  that  reveals  passwords  and  account  details  for  various 
email  clients  such  as  Microsoft  Outlook,  Windows  Mail,  Mozilla  Thunderbird,  Hotmail,  Yahoo! 

Mail,  and  Gmail  and  passes  them  to  the  credential  enumerator  module. 

5.  Credential  enumerator  is  a  self-extracting  RAR  file  containing  two  components;  a  bypass 
component  and  a  service  component.  The  bypass  component  is  used  for  the  enumeration  of 
network  resources  and  either  finds  writable  share  drives  using  Server  Message  Block  (SMB)  or 
tries  to  brute  force  user  accounts,  including  the  administrator  account.  Once  an  available  system 
is  found,  Emolet  writes  the  service  component  on  the  system,  which  writes  Emotet  onto  the  disk. 
Emotet’s  access  to  SMB  can  result  in  the  infection  of  entire  domains  (servers  and  clients). 


To  maintain  persistence,  Emotet  injects  code  into  explorer.exe  and  other  running  processes.  It  can  also 
collect  sensitive  information,  including  system  name,  location,  and  operating  system  version,  and 
connects  to  a  remote  command  and  control  server  (C2),  usually  through  a  generated  16-ietter  domain 
name  that  ends  in  “.eu.”  Once  Emotet  establishes  a  connection  with  the  C2,  it  reports  a  new  infection, 
receives  configuration  data,  downloads  and  runs  files,  receives  instructions,  and  uploads  data  to  the  C2 
server. 

Emotet  artifacts  are  typically  found  in  arbitrary  paths  located  off  of  the  AppDataVLocal  and 
AppData\Roaming  directories.  The  artifacts  usually  mimic  the  names  of  known  executables.  Persistence 
is  typically  maintained  through  Scheduled  Tasks  or  via  registry  keys.  Additionally,  Emotet  creates 
randomly-named  files  in  the  system  root  directories  that  are  run  as  Windows  services.  When  executed, 
these  services  attempt  to  propagate  the  malware  to  adjacent  systems  via  accessible  administrative 
shares. 

Note:  it  is  essential  that  privileged  accounts  are  not  used  to  log  in  to  compromised  systems  during 
remediation  as  this  may  accelerate  the  spread  of  the  malware. 

Example  Filenames  and  Paths: 

C : \Users\<username>\AppData  \Local\Microsoft\Windows\shedaudio.exe 
C :  \Users\<usernaine>\AppData\Roaining\Macromedia\Flash 
Player\macromedia\bin\flashplayer.exe 
Typical  Registry  Keys: 

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Run 
HKEY_LOCAL_iyiACHINE  \Software\Wow6  43  2Node\Microsoft\  Windows \CurrentVersion\Run 
HKEY_CURREMT_USER\Sof tware\Microsof t\Windows\CurrentVersion\Run 
System  Root  Directories: 

C:\WindowB\11987dl6.oxo 
C:\Windows\System32\46615275.exe 
C:\Windows\System32\shedaudio.exe 
C : \Windows\SYsWOW64\f 9 jwqSbS . exe 


Impact 

Negative  consequences  of  Emotet  infection  include 

•  temporary  or  permanent  loss  of  sensitive  or  proprietary  information, 

•  disruption  to  regular  operations, 

•  financial  losses  incurred  to  restore  systems  and  files,  and 

•  potential  harm  to  an  organization’s  reputation. 

Solution 

NCCIC  and  MS-ISAC  recommend  that  organizations  adhere  to  the  following  general  best  practices  to 
limit  the  effect  of  Emotet  and  similar  malspam: 
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•  Use  Group  Policy  Object  to  set  a  Windows  Firewall  rule  to  restrict  inbound  SMB  communication 
between  client  systems.  If  using  an  alternative  host-based  intrusion  prevention  system  (HIPS), 
consider  implementing  custom  modifications  for  the  control  of  dient-to-client  SMB  communication. 
At  a  minimum,  create  a  Group  Policy  Object  that  restricts  inbound  SMB  connections  to  clients 
originating  from  clients. 

•  Use  antivirus  programs,  with  automatic  updates  of  signatures  and  software,  on  clients  and  servers. 

•  Apply  appropriate  patches  and  updates  immediately  (after  appropriate  testing). 

•  Implement  filters  at  the  email  gateway  to  filter  out  emails  with  known  malspam  indicators,  such  as 
known  malicious  subject  lines,  and  block  suspicious  IP  addresses  at  the  firewall. 

•  If  your  organization  does  not  have  a  policy  regarding  suspicious  emails,  consider  creating  one  and 
specifying  that  all  suspicious  emaiis  should  be  reported  to  the  security  or  IT  department. 

•  Mark  external  emails  with  a  banner  denoting  it  is  from  an  external  source.  This  will  assist  users  in 
detecting  spoofed  emaiis. 

®  Provide  employees  training  on  social  engineering  and  phishing.  Urge  employees  not  to  open 
suspicious  emails,  click  links  contained  in  such  emails,  or  post  sensitive  information  online,  and  to 
never  provide  usernames,  passwords,  or  personal  information  in  answer  to  any  unsolicited  request. 
Educate  users  to  hover  over  a  link  with  their  mouse  to  verify  the  destination  prior  to  clicking  on  the 
link. 

•  Consider  blocking  fiie  attachments  that  are  commonly  associated  with  malware,  such  as  .dll  and 
.exe,  and  attachments  that  cannot  be  scanned  by  antivirus  software,  such  as  .zip  files. 

•  Adhere  to  the  principal  of  least  privilege,  ensuring  that  users  have  the  minimum  level  of  access 
required  to  accomplish  their  duties.  Limit  administrative  credentials  to  designated  administrators. 

•  Implement  Domain-Based  Message  Authentication,  Reporting  &  Conformance  (DMARC),  a 
validation  system  that  minimizes  spam  emails  by  detecting  email  spoofing  using  Domain  Name 
System  (DNS)  records  and  digital  signatures. 

If  a  user  or  organization  believes  they  may  be  infected,  NCClC  and  MS-ISAC  recommend  running  an 
antivirus  scan  on  the  system  and  taking  action  to  isolate  the  infected  workstation  based  on  the  results.  If 
multiple  workstations  are  infected,  the  following  actions  are  recommended; 

•  Identify,  shutdown,  and  take  the  infected  machines  off  the  network; 

•  Consider  temporarily  taking  the  network  offline  to  perform  identification,  prevent  reinfections,  and 
stop  the  spread  of  the  malware; 

•  Do  not  log  in  to  infected  systems  using  domain  or  shared  local  administrator  accounts; 

•  Reimage  the  infected  machine(s); 

»  After  re'/ioAK/inn  systems  for  Fmotet  indiretors,  move  dean  systems  to  a  containment  virtual  local 
area  network  that  is  segregated  from  the  infected  network; 

•  Issue  password  resets  for  both  domain  and  local  credentials; 

•  Because  Emotet  scrapes  additional  credentials,  consider  password  resets  for  other  applications 
that  may  have  had  stored  credentials  on  the  compromised  machine(s); 

•  Identify  the  infection  source  (patient  zero);  and 

•  Review  the  log  files  and  the  Outlook  mailbox  rules  associated  with  the  infected  user  account  to 
ensure  further  compromises  have  not  occurred.  It  is  possible  that  the  Outlook  account  may  now 
have  rules  to  auto-forward  all  emails  to  an  external  email  address,  which  could  result  in  a  data 
breach. 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  so  s.  state .  tx.u  s  / elections  /index,  shtml 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXIIS.GO¥  > 

POWERED  er  THE  TEXAS  SECmARYaF  STATS  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourseif,  and  consutt  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  invoived. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  October  19,  2018  3:20  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory  -  (CC/EAA'R)  -  Two  New  Advisories 

ADV2018-34  -  Electronic  Voting  System  Procedures  Advisory.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Our  office  has  released  the  following  two  Advisories: 

2018-33 -Certain  Activities  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Polling  Place  (Currently  Posted  to  our  website) 
2018-34  -  Electronic  Voting  System  Procedures  (will  be  posted  today  -  Attached  to  this  email  as  a  PDF) 

This  advisory  and  other  resources  are  posted  on  vour  Conducting  Your  Elections  oases. 


Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections (Ssos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.state.tx.us 
For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

/I 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Saturday,  October  20,  2018  3:07  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  ADVISORY  (CC/EA/VR-901)  -  Updates  for  Early  Voting  and  Election  Day 
Insert  for  Election  Judges  and  Clerks  Handbook  2018  Memo.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

As  we  head  into  early  voting  for  the  November  6,  2018  election,  we  wanted  to  provide  you  all  with  some  additional 
guidance  on  a  few  issues.  We  also  wanted  to  give  you  a  list  of  the  advisories  and  that  we  have  issued  that  are  relevant 
to  this  election.  We  hope  that  by  putting  this  all  in  one  email,  it  will  make  it  easier  for  you  to  locate  what  you  need 
during  the  next  few  weeks. 

1.  Early  Voting:  Based  on  email  and  call  volume,  and  the  influx  of  voter  registration  applications  we  saw  in  our 
office  leading  up  the  registration  deadline,  we  are  anticipating  large  numbers  of  voters  turning  for  this 
election.  Please  make  sure  that  you  are  prepared  with  enough  ballots,  supplies,  and  workers  to  handle  the 
potential  crowds  or  lines. 

2.  Poll  Watcher's  Guide:  On  September  25,  2018,  we  sent  an  email  to  the  counties  regarding  an  update  to  the 
Poll  Watcher's  Guide.  Specifically  on  page  10  of  the  Guide  there  is  a  list  of  prohibited  activities  for  poll 
watchers.  The  guide  previously  stated  that  poll  watchers  may  not  converse  with  other  poll  watchers.  That 
prohibition  is  not  expressly  provided  for  in  the  Texas  Election  Code.  Please  note  that  this  does  NOT  change  the 
prohibition  on  poll  watchers'  speaking  to  voters  or  the  judge's  authority  to  limit  disruption. 

3.  Cancellation  Form:  We  recently  revised  Form  AW  5-17  Request  to  Cancel  Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail.  That 
form,  along  with  the  Spanish  version,  have  been  posted  to  the  SOS  website.  As  a  reminder,  we  have  a  chart 
that  summarizes  ail  of  a  voter's  options  for  cancelling  their  mail  ballot.  This  chart  is  available  on  the  DocShare 

site. 

4.  Handbook  for  Election  Judges  and  Clerks:  We  have  made  several  small  revisions  to  the  Qualifying  Voters 
Handbook.  We  have  included  as  an  attachment  to  this  email,  an  insert  you  can  use  that  addresses  these  small 
revisions.  The  handbook  now  includes: 

•  References  to  Advisory  2018-29.  the  Advisory  on  Handguns  in  Polling  Places, 

•  Corrects  a  misstatement  on  cancellation  procedures,  and 

«  Eliminates  a  few  unnecessary  items  the  distribution  of  election  records  sections. 

5.  Law  Enforcement  in  the  Polling  Place:  We  have  had  several  reports  of  courrties  preemptively  positioning  law 
enforcement  in  or  around  polling  places  for  this  election.  We  would  like  to  remind  everyone  that  while  the 
presiding  judge  does  have  the  authority  to  summon  law  enforcement  under  32.073  to  preserve  order  and 
prevent  breaches  of  the  peace,  there  is  the  possibility  that  preemptively  stationing  law  enforcement  at  polling 
places  could  be  viewed  as  voter  intimidation.  Please  be  mindful  of  appearances  that  undermine  voter 
confidence  or  you  could  invite  DOJ  scrutiny  to  your  election. 

6.  Election  Security:  As  a  reminder,  the  SOS  has  a  2018  Election  Security  Update  that  is  currently  posted  in  our 
website.  This  provides  information  on  what  the  current  laws  and  rules  are  related  to  election  security  as  well  as 
what  steps  the  SOS  has  taken  to  better  secure  our  elections.  This  may  be  a  helpful  guide  to  election  security 
questions  you  may  get  over  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks. 
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7.  SOS  News  Releases:  The  SOS  has  issued  several  news  releases  this  month  related  to  election  integrity  and 
resources  for  Texas  voters  affected  by  severe  weather  related  events.  To  view  these  news  releases  and  others 
issued  by  the  SOS  please  see  our  page  on  news. 


Below  is  a  list  of  all  advisories  that  have  been  issued  in  2018  that  are  relevant  to  this  election.  They  are  listed  on  your 
Conducting  Your  Elections  pages  and  on  our  Election  Division  Advisories  page  that  is  located  in  our  Forms,  Resources. 
and  Legal  Library,  Please  note  that  there  are  several  other  advisories  we  will  be  issuing  in  the  next  two  weeks  that  relate 
to  issues  affecting  the  November  6,  2018  election.  These  advisories  will  also  be  listed  on  the  pages  stated  above. 


No.  2018- 

M 

Electronic  Voting  System  Procedures 

No,  2018- 

33 

Certain  Activities  in  Vicinity  of  Polling  Places 

No.  2018- 

32 

Limited  Ballot  Voters  and  District  Chart 

No.  2018- 

31 

Volunteer  Deputy  Registrars 

No.  2018- 

30 

Revised  Procedures  for  the  Partial  Manual  Count 

No.  2018- 

29 

Handguns  in  Polling  Places  {KP-0212) 

No.  2018- 

28 

Minority  Language  Requirements 

No.  2018- 

ZL 

Additional  Instructions  for  Preparation  of  Ballot  for  Write-In  Candidates  and  Independents, 
Procedures  for  Uncontested  Candidates  Declared  Elected,  and  Legend  Printing  Instructions 

No.  2018- 

26 

Ballot  Preparation  and  Sample  Ballots  for  November  6,  2018  General  Election 

No.  2018- 

25 

November  6,  201 8  Election  Law  Calendar 

No.  2018- 

24 

Appointment  Procedures  for  County  Election  Precinct  Presiding  and  Alternate  Judges,  Election 
Clerks,  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  Members,  Signature  Verification  Committee  Members,  and  Central 
Counting  Station  Personnel 

No.  2018- 

05 

Emergency  Ballot  Procedures 

No.  2018- 

04 

FWABs  and  Voters  in  Hostile  Fire  Pay  and  Combat  Zones 

No.  2018- 

03 

Instructions  and  Deadlines  for  Mailing/Emailing  Ballots  Under  the  Federal  “MOVE  Act”  for  Overseas 
Voters 

No.  2018- 

02 

Ballot  by  Mail  Deadlines;  HB  1 151 ,  HB  929  (Regular  Session);  SB  5  (Special  Session) 

if  there  is  any  additional  information  not  listed  here  that  you  need,  or  any  other  questions  you  have  about  the  upcoming 
election  as  always,  feel  free  to  reach  out  to  our  Office  and  we  will  be  happy  to  assist  you.  You  can  email  us  your 
questions  at  electionsjSisos.texas.gov  or  call  us  at  1-800-252-2216,  option  2  for  the  legal  department. 


Thank  you  for  all  that  you  do  to  make  our  elections  in  Texas  a  great  success. 


Keith  Ingram 
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Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.  US  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

■f  5 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  787 II -2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-34 


TO:  All  Election  Officials 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  October  15,2018 

RE:  Electronic  Voting  System  Procedures  Advisory 


The  purpose  of  this  advisory  is  to  provide  an  explanation  of  various  voting  systems  provisions  in  the 
Texas  Election  Code  and  Texas  Administrative  Code  and  to  prescribe  additional  procedures  for  voting 
systems  in  accordance  with  Section  122.001(c)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  Each  section  is  outlined 
below,  and  followed  by  the  glossary  of  terms  for  voting  systems. 

Section  1  -  Acquiring  a  Voting  System 

Section  ?  —  Adonting  a  Voting  System 
Section  3  —  Acceptance  Testing 
Section  4  -  Election  Set-up  and  Definition 

Section  5  -  Voting  System  Testing 

Section  6  -  Polling  Place  Preparation  and  Procedures 

Section  7  -  Central  Accumulation  Procedures 

Section  8  -  Post  Election  Audits 

Section  9  -  Voting  System  Security 
Section  10 -Automatic  Recount,  if  applicable 

Section  1 1  -  Requested  Recount,  if  applicable 

Section  12  -  Retention  of  Election  Material 


Section  1  —  Acquiring  a  Votin2  System  (TEC  Chapter  123,  Subchapter  B) 

A  contract  for  the  acquisition  of  a  voting  system  must  be  (1)  in  writing,  and  (2)  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  This  approval  is  required  to  ensure  that  the  voting  system  being  acquired  complies 
with  applicable  state  requirements.  The  authority  acquiring  the  equipment  is  required  to  submit  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  a  letter  requesting  approval  of  the  acquisition  of  the  voting  system  along  with  a  copy 
of  the  relevant  portions  of  the  acquisition  contract.  The  Secretary  of  State  only  needs  the  relevant 
portion  of  the  contract  that  contains  the  information  identifying  the  versions  of  the  voting  system  and 
voting  system  equipment. 


TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000791 


Election  Advisory  20 1 8-34 
Page  2  of 23 

If  a  contract  is  approved,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  provide  to  the  parties  of  the  contract: 

1 .  A  letter  stating  that  the  voting  system  and  voting  system  equipment  being  acquired  satisfy  the 
applicable  approval  requirements,  and 

2.  A  certified  copy  of  the  written  order  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  approving  the  voting 
system  and  voting  system  equipment 

Any  contract  not  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  is  void.  If  a  contract  is  not  approved,  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  provide  notice  to  the  parties  of  the  contract  of  the  reasons  that  the  contract  was  not 
approved.  Executing  a  voting  system  equipment  contract  without  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  constitutes  a  Class  B  Misdemeanor. 

Section  2  -  Adopting  a  Voting  System  (TEC  Chapter  123,  Subchapter  A) 

A  voting  system  must  be  adopted  for  use  in  any  one  or  more  elections  by  resolution,  order  or  other 
official  action.  The  adoption  of  a  voting  system  may  be  modified  or  rescinded  at  any  time. 
Additionally,  the  authority  adopting  the  system  should  indicate  in  their  official  adoption  action 
whether  they  are  adopting  the  system  for  use  in  early  voting  only,  regular  voting  on  election  day  or 
both.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  is  required  to  make  any  user  or  operator  manuals  or 
instructions  relating  to  the  system  available  for  public  inspection. 

Adoption  of  a  Voting  System  occurs  by  the  following  authorities; 

1.  General  Election  for  State  and  County  Officers:  Commissioners  Court 

2.  Primary  Elections:  County  Executive  of  Party  holding  the  primary 

3.  All  Other  Elections 

a.  The  Commissioners  Court,  if  ordered  by  the  governor  or  a  county  authority, 

b.  The  Governing  Body  of  the  Political  Subdivision  served  by  the  authority  ordering 
the  election. 

Section  3  -  Acceptance  Testing  (Texas  Election  Code  (TEC  Chapter  129.021) 

If  your  entity  has  purchased  or  leased  new  voting  system  equipment  from  a  vendor,  the  entity  is 
required  to  perform  Acceptance  Testing  immediately  upon  taking  delivery  from  a  vendor  of  a  new 
system  or  new  equipment  components. 

As  part  of  the  Acceptance  Testing,  the  entity  is  required  to  do  the  following: 

1.  Verify  that  the  system  delivered  is  certified  by  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State. 

a.  To  verify  the  system,  the  entity  must  compare  the  following  to  the  certification  order: 

i.  Model  number  and/or  name  of  system. 

ii.  Software  and/or  firmware  version. 

2.  Perform  the  following  tests: 

a.  Hardware  Diagnostic  Test  provided  by  129.022(b),  and 

b.  Logic  and  Accuracy  (L&A)  Test  as  provided  by  129.023. 
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3.  The  entity  MUST  complete  a  system  validation.  Your  vendor  should  provide  you  with  specific 
instructions  on  how  to  validate  that  software  that  is  being  installed  and  used  on  your  voting 
system  is  the  same  software  that  was  certified  by  the  EAC. 

Section  4  -  Election  Set-up  and  Definition  (TEC,  §  125) 

Prior  to  each  election,  there  are  a  number  of  things  you  must  do  to  properly  configure  your  election 
systems.  This  section  provides  guidance  on  the  pre-election  actions  you  must  take  to  prepare  for  an 
election. 

1 .  Setting  up  Equipment: 

a.  In  order  to  prepare  for  an  election  you  will  need  to  program  and  configure  the  following 
equipment  that  is  used  in  your  jurisdiction,  if  applicable: 

i.  Election  management  system  software, 

ii.  Electronic  ballot  marking  devices, 

iii.  Direct  recording  electronic  (DRE)  voting  machines, 

iv.  Precinct  scanner, 

V.  Central  Scanners, 

vi.  Electronic  pollbooks  (e-pollbooks) 

b.  Establishing  passwords  and  users  —  As  part  of  the  set-up  you  should  also: 

i.  Set  different  passwords  for  each  election  on  your  Election  Management  System  and 
on  your  voting  system  equipment,  as  applicable. 

ii.  Set  up  different  authorized  users  for  the  software,  as  applicable. 

(1)  The  number  of  users  that  have  access  to  your  election  management  system 
should  be  limited. 

(2)  The  names  and  access  levels  must  be  documented,  tracked  and  preserved 
for  the  duration  of  your  entity’s  use  of  your  electronic  voting  system. 

2.  Programming  or  Coding  your  Voting  System  Ballot 

a.  Ballot  Programming  may  be  completed  in  one  of  the  following  ways. 

i.  Programing  by  Authority  that  Owns  or  Adopts  a  Voting  System 

(1)  Programming  or  coding  should  be  conducted  in  a  secured  location 
(129.051). 

(2)  Programming  or  coding  should  be  completed  with  two  individuals  present, 
if  available.  This  is  to  ensure  that  there  is  a  witness  to  all  actions  taken 
with  respect  to  the  ballot. 

(3)  Poll  watchers  are  not  permitted  to  be  present  for  this  process. 

(4)  After  the  programming  or  coding  is  completed,  you  must  store  the 
electronic  media  or  voting  system  equipment  in  a  secure  location  and/or  in 
the  presence  of  an  election  official  (129.051(b)  and  (c)). 

(5)  Chain  of  Custody  must  be  verified  at  each  step  of  the  process. 

ii.  Programming  by  Vendor 

(1)  If  programming  or  coding  is  completed  by  vendor,  you  MUST  track  chain 
of  custody  of  the  electronic  media  throughout  the  entire  process. 
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(2)  If  media  is  transferred  between  the  entity  and  vendor  via  courier  or 
common  or  contract  carrier,  there  MUST  be  a  tracking  mechanism  in  place 
for  the  transport  process. 

(3)  Upon  receipt  of  the  coded  media,  the  entity  must  verify  chain  of  custody 
for  the  transport  process,  AND  the  entity  must  verify  chain  of  custody  with 
the  vendor.  To  verify  chain  of  custody  with  vendor,  you  must  have  a 
document  or  tracking  sheet  signed  by  the  last  person  to  handle  the  media 
before  it  was  deposited  in  the  mail  or  handed  to  a  courier. 

(4)  Upon  taking  delivery  of  media  and  verifying  chain  of  custody,  the  coded 
media  must  be  stored  in  a  secure  location  or  in  the  presence  of  an  election 
official  (129.051(b)  and  (c)). 

3.  Proofing  the  Programming 

a.  After  programming,  you  will  need  to  proof  the  programming  of  your  election  for  accuracy, 
and  proofing  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  the  following: 

i.  Verifying  races  within  each  precinct; 

ii.  Verifying  precincts  included  in  each  ballot  style; 

iii.  Verifying  candidates  associated  in  each  race; 

iv.  Verifying  party  affiliation  with  candidates,  if  applicable; 

V.  Checking  for  all  contests  on  ballot  and  verify  that  candidate/proposition  spelling 
is  correct; 

vi.  Checking  contest  order; 

vii.  Verifying  the  correct  number  of  votes  allowed  for  each  race; 

viii.  Verifying  that  write-in  positions  are  correct,  if  applicable; 

ix.  If  available,  verifying  the  audio  ballot;  and 

X.  Verifying  straight-party  associations  to  appropriate  candidates  in  applicable 
elections. 

xi.  (e-pollbooks)  Verifying  that  the  election  was  set  up  correctly,  and  that  voters  are 
assigned  to  the  correct  precinct/ballot  style. 

4.  Back-Up  Programming: 

a.  As  part  of  your  recovery  plan,  you  will  need  to  back-up  your  election  programming  at 
various  stages  of  the  election  definition  process. 

i.  At  a  minimum,  as  soon  as  you  finish  the  programming  of  your  election  and  it’s 
been  locked  down,  create  a  back-up  copy  for  storage  at  a  secure  off-site  location. 

ii.  If  another  entity  does  your  programming,  keep  your  own  back-up  copy  at  a  secure 
off-site  location  that  is  in  your  control,  not  the  programming  entity’s  control. 

5.  Security  and  Record  Retention: 

a.  The  election  setup  materials  shall  be  secured  by  limiting  access  to  the  person  or  persons  so 
authorized  in  writing  by  the  county  clerk  and/or  election  official. 

b.  Any  audit  logs  and  ballot  definition  files  created  shall  be  included  with  retention  material 
for  that  election  as  outlined  in  Retention  of  Election  Materials  in  Section  12. 

Section  5  -  Voting  System  Testing  (TEC,  Chapters  125, 127  and  129) 
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Three  types  of  voting  system  testing  shall  be  performed  for  each  election  within  a  jurisdiction.  The 
three  tests  are: 

a.  Hardware  Diagnostic  Test, 

b.  Logic  and  Accuracy  (L&A)  Test/Testing  of  Tabulation  Equipment,  and 

c.  Post-Election  Audit  (Partial  Manual  Count). 

1 .  Hardware  Diagnostic  Test  (TEC  §  129.022): 

a.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  commence  the  Hardware  Diagnostic  Test 
prior  to  the  election  and  allow  time  for  each  electronic  voting  device  to  be  deployed,  tested, 
repaired  and/or  replaced,  if  necessary.  Each  device  shall  be  tested  to  verify  that  mechanical 
components  are  working  correctly.  This  test  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  the 
following: 

i.  All  input  and  output  devices; 

ii.  Communications  ports; 

iii.  System  printers; 

iv.  System  screen  displays; 

V.  Boot  performance  and  initializations; 

vi.  Firmware  and/or  software  loads; 

vii.  Confirmation  that  screen  displays  are  functioning; 

viii.  Verify  and  adjust  to  correct  date  and  time,  if  necessary; 

ix.  Verify  and  adjust  calibration,  if  applicable; 

X.  Confirm  that  the  unit  is  cleared  of  votes; 

xi.  Confirm  that  it  is  configured  for  the  current  election;  and 

xii.  Coiifuiu  that  physical  security  devices  are  in  working  order  flocks,  seals,  etc.) 

2.  Logic  and  Accuracy  (L&A)  Test/Test  of  Tabulation  Equipment  (TEC,  §  129.023  and 
subchapter  D,  Chapter  127) 

a.  The  designated  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  conduct  both  a  Logic  and 
Accuracy  Test  and  a  Test  of  the  Tabulation  Equipment. 

b  I  rOgic  and  Accuracy  Test’  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  voting  and  no  later  than  48  hours 
before  voting  begins  on  the  equipment,  the  designated  general  custodian  of  election  records 
shall  conduct  the  public  Logic  and  Accuracy  Test.  NOTE:  The  Secretary  of  State  (SOS) 
recommends  conducting  testing  prior  to  mailing  out  mail  ballots  to  ensure  there  are  no  issues 
with  how  the  ballot  has  been  coded. 

c.  Testing  Board:  The  designated  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  Testing 
Board  consisting  of  at  least  two  persons.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall 
make  every  reasonable  effort  to  ensure  that  the  testing  board  consists  of  at  least  one  person 
from  each  political  party  that  holds  a  primary  election.  (129.023(a). 

d.  Notice  Requirement:  A  public  notice  must  be  published  at  least  48  hours  prior  to  the 
testing.  This  notice  must  be  published  in  the  same  paper  you  publish  your  election  notice. 
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The  public  Logic  and  Accuracy  Test  shall  be  open  to  representatives  of  the  press  and  the 
public.  (129.023(b)). 

e.  Internal  L&A  Test:  An  internal  L&A  test  should  be  done  soon  after  the  programming  and 
proofing  of  your  election  is  complete.  This  will  provide  you  time  to  make  corrections  as 
necessary  and  be  better  prepared  for  the  public  L&A  test. 

f.  Test  Ballots  —  In  preparation  for  the  Logic  and  Accuracy  Test,  the  designated  general 
custodian  of  election  records  shall  design  a  method  which  directs  the  Testing  Board  to  cast 
votes  which  will  verify  that  each  precinct,  ballot  style,  and  contest  position  on  the  ballot  can 
be  voted  and  is  accurately  counted. 

i.  This  can  be  done  by  marking  test  ballots  or  providing  the  Testing  Board  with  some 
other  form  identifying  how  each  test  vote  shall  be  cast.  NOTE:  The  SOS  strongly 
recommends  that  you  devise  your  own  test  ballots,  rather  than  using  the  test  deck 
provided  by  the  vendor. 

ii.  The  test  ballots  for  ballots  that  are  read  by  a  scanner  must  be  prepared  on  the  same 
ballot  stock  as  the  official  ballots. 

g.  The  General  Custodian  of  Election  Records  shall  develop  written  procedures  for  the  testing. 
The  testing  shall  include: 

i.  Overvotes  and  undervotes  for  each  race 

ii.  Write-in  votes,  when  applicable. 

iii.  Straight  party  votes  and  crossover  votes,  as  applicable. 

iv.  Electronic  processing  of  provisional  votes,  if  applicable  to  the  system  being  used 
(129.023(c)). 

h.  The  testing  shall  be  designed  in  a  manner  which  provides  a  different  number  of  vote  totals 
for  at  least  three  candidates  in  races  with  more  than  two  candidates,  or  each  candidate  in 
races  with  exactly  two  candidates. 

i.  The  predetermined  results  must  be  pre-calculated  from  the  test  ballots  to  allow 
comparison  after  the  votes  are  tallied.  (129.023(c)(10)). 

i.  An  appropriate  number  of  voting  devices  will  be  available  and  the  Testing  Board  may 
witness  the  necessary  programming  and/or  downloading  of  memory  devices  necessary  to 
test  the  specific  precincts. 

j.  Prior  to  the  start  of  testing,  all  devices  used  will  have  the  public  counter  reset  to  zero  and 
presented  to  the  testing  board  for  verification. 

k.  Conducting  the  test: 

i.  Ballot  Marking  Devices  and  DREs: 

(1)  Manual  vote  choices  are  made  by  entering  the  votes  indicated  on  the  Test 
Ballot  or  designed  form  as  stated  above.  To  help  prevent  human  error,  all 
entries  are  made  by  a  team  of  two  people.  One  person  calls  out  the  votes 
and  one  person  enters.  Both  team  members  verify  the  votes  on  the 
summary  screen  before  the  ballot  is  cast  or  printed. 

(2)  To  test  the  audio,  at  a  minimum,  one  set  of  vote  choices  will  be  entered 

.  using  the  audio  feature.  Both  team  members  listen  to  the  summary  prior 

to  casting  or  printing  the  ballot. 
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ii.  Ballot  Marking  Devices:  Verify  that  the  printed  ballot  reflects  the  choices  entered 
on  the  Ballot  Marking  Device.  Also,  if  applicable,  process  the  marked  ballots  with 
the  scanning  equipment  (precinct  ballot  scanner  or  central  scanner). 

iii.  Scanner  Based  Systems  (Precinct  or  Central  Scanners)  Scanning  Equipment 
must  be  tested  as  prescribed  in  Chapter  127,  Subchapters  D  and  F.  Pursuant  to 
Section  127.094(e)  the  design  of  the  test  ballots  must  also  include  the  design  in 
subsection  (f)  above. 

iv.  Accessibility  Testing:  For  each  feature  of  the  system  that  allows  disabled  voters  to 
cast  a  ballot,  at  least  one  vote  must  be  cast  and  verified  by  a  two-person  testing  board 
team  using  that  feature;  this  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to  all  audio  functions,  large 
font  functionality,  and  sip-and-puff  functionality.  As  a  reminder,  all  components 
should  be  checked  during  the  Hardware  Diagnostic  Test  as  well. 

l.  Other  Testing  Measures: 

i.  Modeming  From  Regional  Substations:  If  you  transmit  results  via  modeming 
from  regional  central  counting  stations  to  the  main  central  counting  station,  test  the 
transmission  of  results  by  modem,  if  applicable. 

m.  Finalizing  L&A  Test: 

i.  When  all  votes  are  cast,  the  designated  general  custodian  of  election  records  and 
Testing  Board  shall  observe  the  tabulation  of  all  test  ballots  and  compare  the  results 
to  the  predetermined  results. 

ii.  A  test  is  successful  if  the  results  report  of  the  electronic  voting  system  matches  the 
predetermined  results.  The  voting  system  should  otherwise  function  properly  during 
the  counting  of  the  test  ballots. 

iii.  Tf  the  initial  test  is  unsuccessful,  the  genera!  custodian  of  election  records  shall 
prepare  a  written  record  of  what  caused  the  discrepancy  and  what  actions  have  been 
taken  to  achieve  a  successful  test.  The  record  shall  be  retained  with  the  test 
materials. 

n.  Verification:  The  Testing  Board  and  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall: 

i.  Sign  a  written  statement  attesting  to  the  qualification  of  each  device  that  was 
successfully  tested,  any  problems  discovered,  and  the  cause  of  any  problem  if  it  can 
be  identified,  and 

ii.  Provide  any  other  documentation  as  necessary  to  provide  a  full  and  accurate  account 
of  the -condition  of  a  given  device.  We  recommend  that  the  humber/characters  of 
the  seal  attached  to  the  voting  device  at  the  end  of  the  test  should  be  included  in  the 
written  statement. 

(1)  The  SOS  has  issued  form  AW  6-2.  Certification  of  First  Test  of  Automated 
Tabulating  Equipment,  for  this  purpose. 

o.  Record  Retention: 

i.  Upon  completion  of  the  testing,  the  Testing  Board  shall  witness  and  document  all 
steps  taken  to  reset,  seal,  and  secure  any  equipment  or  test  materials,  as  appropriate; 
and  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  preserve  a  copy  of  the 
programming  data  used  during  the  testing  at  a  secure  location  that  is  outside  the 
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administrator’s  and  programming  entity’s  control  for  the  duration  of  the  preservation 
period  related  to  that  election  day. 

ii.  All  test  materials,  when  not  in  use,  shall  be  kept  in  a  container  with  a  uniquely 
identified  tamper-resistant  or  tamper-evident  seal.  The  general  custodian  of  election 
records  and  at  least  two  members  of  the  Testing  Board  shall  sign  the  seal.  (129.024). 

(f )  The  designated  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  be  the  custodian 
of  the  container. 

(2)  The  container  may  not  be  unsealed  unless  the  contents  are  necessary  to 
conduct  a  test  under  Chapter  1 29,  Subchapter  B  or  a  criminal  investigation, 
election  contest,  or  other  official  proceeding  under  the  Election  Code.  If 
the  container  is  unsealed,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall 
reseal  the  contents  when  not  in  use.  (129.024(c)). 

(3)  The  test  materials  shall  remain  sealed  for  the  period  for  preserving  the 
precinct  election  records.  (129.024(b)). 

p.  Test  of  Tabulation  Equipment:  The  tabulation  supervisor  and  counting  station 
manager  of  the  central  counting  station  shall  prepare  and  test  the  central  accumulator 
system  three  times  as  required  by  Chapter  1 27,  Subchapter  D  Times  for  Conducting 
Test.  The  test  shall  be  conducted  as  part  of  the  Logic  and  Accuracy  testing  explained 
above. 

i.  Design  of  Test: 

(1)  The  test  must  be  designed  to  determine  whether  the  central  accumulator 
system  accurately  tabulates  results  from  the  electronic  files  used  to  count 
ballots  voted  in  the  election. 

(2)  The  electronic  files  created  from  the  Logic  and  Accuracy  testing  for  the 
election  must  be  used  in  the  process  of  this  test. 

ii.  Conduct  of  Test  One: 

(1)  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  publish  notice  of  the  date, 
hour,  and  place  of  the  first  test  conducted  under  1 27.093(b)  in  a  newspaper, 
as  provided  by  general  law  for  official  publications  by  political 
subdivisions,  at  least  48  hours  before  the  dale  of  the  test.  (This  is  the  same 
notice  as  your  public  L&A  test.) 

(2)  Internal  Test:  SOS  Recommendation  -  An  internal  Test  of  the 
Tabulation  Equipment  should  be  done  soon  after  the  programming  and 
proofing  of  your  election  is  complete.  This  will  provide  you  time  to  make 
corrections  as  necessary  and  be  better  prepared  for  the  public  test. 

(3)  The  first  test  is  open  to  the  public. 

(4)  Verify  that  your  system  has  been  reset  to  zero  and  print  out  a  zero  report 
prior  to  performing  the  test. 

(5)  If  the  initial  test  is  unsuccessful,  the  counting  station  manager  shall  prepare 
a  written  record  of  what  caused  the  discrepancy  and  what  actions  have  been 
taken  to  achieve  a  successful  test.  The  record  shall  be  retained  with  the 
test  materials. 
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(6)  When  a  test  is  successful,  the  tabulation  supervisor  and  counting  station 
manager  shall  certify  in  writing  that  a  test  was  successful  and  the  date  and 
hour  the  test  was  completed.  The  certification  shall  be  retained  with  the 
test  materials. 

iii.  Determining  Success  of  Tabulation  Test:  A  test  is  successful  if  a  perfect  count  of 
the  electronic  files,  that  contain  the  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  and/or  device 
results,  is  obtained  and  the  central  accumulator  system  otherwise  functions  properly 
during  the  counting  of  the  test  electronic  files. 

iv.  Security  of  Test  Materials:  On  completion  of  the  test,  the  counting  station  manager 
or  tabulation  supervisor  shall  place  the  test  electronic  files,  or  a  copy  of  the  test 
electronic  files,  and  other  test  materials  in  a  container  provided  for  that  purpose  and 
seal  the  container  so  it  cannot  be  opened  without  breaking  the  seal.  The  counting 
station  manager  and  tabulation  supervisor,  and  not  more  than  two  watchers,  if  one 
or  more  watchers  are  present,  shall  sign  the  seal  or  seal  log,  as  applicable.  The 
watchers  must  be  of  opposing  interests,  when  possible. 

V.  Custody  of  Test  Materials:  The  eounting  station  manager  is  the  custodian  of  the 
test  materials  until  they  are  delivered  to  the  general  custodian  of  election  records. 

vi.  Requirements  for  Test  Two  of  Tabulation  Equipment: 

(1)  The  second  test  shall  be  conducted  immediately  before  the  counting  of 
ballots  or  accumulation  of  vote  totals  begins  on  the  equipment. 

(2)  The  Central  Counting  Station  (CCS)  Manager  and  the  Presiding  Judge 
shall  verify  that  the  seal  is  intact  on  the  secure  container  with  the  test 
materials. 

(3)  .After  verification,  the  CCS  Manager  and  the  Presiding  Judge  shall  break 
the  seal  and  remove  test  materials. 

(4)  The  test  materials  used  for  Test  One  shall  be  reused  for  Test  Two.  If  the 
results  from  Test  Two  match  the  results  from  Test  One,  it  will  be 
considered  a  successful  test. 

(5)  If  the  test  is  successful,  the  Presiding  Judge  shall  certify  in  writing  that  a 
test  was  successful  and  the  date  and  hour  the  test  was  completed.  This 
certification  shall  be  retained  with  the  test  materials.  (127.097) 

(6)  The  test  materials  shall  be  stored  in  a  secure  container  until  Test  Three  is 
performed. 

vii.  Requirements  for  Test  Three  of  Tabulation  Equipment. 

(1)  The  Third  Test  shall  be  conducted  after  the  counting  of  ballots  or 
accumulation  of  vote  totals  has  been  completed. 

(2)  The  Central  Counting  Station  Manager  and  the  Presiding  Judge  shall  verify 
that  the  seal  is  intact  on  the  secure  container  with  the  test  materials. 

(3)  After  verification,  the  CCS  Manager  and  the  Presiding  Judge  shall  break 
the  seal  and  remove  test  materials. 
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(4)  The  test  materials  used  for  Test  One  and  Test  Two  shall  be  reused  for  Test 
Three.  If  the  results  from  Test  Two  match  the  results  from  Test  One,  it 
will  be  considered  a  successful  test. 

(5)  If  the  test  is  successful,  the  Presiding  Judge  shall  certify  in  writing  that  a 
test  was  successful  and  the  date  and  hour  the  test  was  completed.  This 
certification  shall  be  retained  with  the  test  materials.  (127.097) 

(6)  Unsuccessful  Test  Three; 

(a)  If  the  test  is  unsuccessful,  the  ballot  count  is  void,  and  the  testing 
authority  shall  prepare  a  written  record  of  what  caused  the 
discrepancy  and  shall  repeat  the  test.  If  the  test  is  successful,  the 
testing  authority  must  document  what  actions  have  been  taken  to 
achieve  a  successful  test.  The  record  shall  be  retained  with  the  test 
materials. 

(b)  If  the  testing  authority  is  unable  to  achieve  a  successful  test,  the 
ballot  count  is  void  and  the  ballots  must  be  counted  manually,  if 
applicable  or  with  an  alternative  type  of  tabulating  equipment 
viii.  Precinct  Ballot  Counters  and  DREs: 

(1)  The  Secretary  of  State  has  determined  that  it  is  not  feasible  to  conduct  the 
2nd  and  3rd  test  of  the  Tabulation  Equipment  on  precinct  ballot  scanners 
and  on  DRE  as  described  in  127.1 52(b).  However  you  are  still  required  to 
conduct  to  the  test  on  any  central  accumulator  used  to  accumulate  your 
election  media  and/or  generate  election  results. 


Section  6  -  Polling  Place  Preparation  and  Procedures 

The  following  procedures  should  be  taken  at  the  polling  place: 

1.  General  Procedures 

i.  Arrange  the  polling  place  to  allow  full  view  by  presiding  judge  and  election  clerks  of  voting 
and  voter  activity  to  guard  against  unauthorized  access  while  protecting  voter  privacy. 

ii.  The  voting  equipment  must  be  in  sight  of  the  presiding  election  judge  and/or  an  election  clerk 
at  all  times  while  the  election  is  being  conducted. 

iii.  The  election  official  shall  periodically  check  for  evidence  of  tampering  on  voting  equipment 
during  the  election.  For  example,  make  sure  the  uniquely  identified  tamper-resistant  or 
tamper-evident  seal  is  still  intact.  (TEC  §  125.005). 

iv.  Restrict/monitor  physical  access  to  equipment  when  the  presiding  election  judge  and  election 
clerks  are  not  present. 

V.  Equipment  Failure  During  Voting: 

i.  Procedures  and  plans  shall  be  written  for  handling  election  day  equipment  failure, 
including  backup  and  contingency  plans.  (See  TEC  §  125.006  for  further  details). 

ii.  If  a  DRE  malfunctions  during  voting  and  there  have  been  votes  cast  on  that  machine, 
extra  precaution  should  be  taken  to  protect  the  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  and 
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audit  logs  stored  on  that  DRE.  Secure  the  equipment  and  document  the  chain  of 
custody  when  transporting  the  equipment  to  another  location.  (TEC  §  125.006). 

vi.  Fleeing  Voter: 

i.  When  a  voter  begins  the  process  of  making  ballot  selections  but  leaves  without 
casting  a  vote  on  a  DRE,  a  polling  place  official  must  cancel  the  electronic  ballot 
and  document  the  cancellation. 

ii.  When  a  voter  leaves  without  fully  depositing  their  paper  ballot  into  the 
optical/digital  scanner  or  ballot  box,  this  ballot  must  be  treated  as  a  spoiled  ballot, 
and  the  presiding  election  judge  or  an  election  clerk  shall  cancel  the  ballot  and 
document  the  cancellation. 

vii.  Provisional  Voter: 

i.  Provisional  votes  may  be  cast  electronically  on  a  direct  recording  electronic  voting 
system  only  if  the  system  segregates  provisional  votes  from  regularly-cast  votes  on 
the  election  day  precinct  returns.  Verify  that  no  conditions  are  listed  on  the  Secretary 
of  State  certification  document  for  your  sy.stem  that  would  re.strict  the  use  of 
electronic  provisional  voting.  (TAC  §  81.176). 

viii.  Curbside  Voter: 

i.  If  the  voter  is  physically  unable  to  enter  the  polling  place  without  assistance  or 
likelihood  of  injury  to  the  voter’s  health,  then  the  voter  may  vote  at  the  curbside. 

ii.  A  presiding  election  judge  or  election  clerk  shall  deliver  the  voting  device  to  the 
curbside  voter. 

iii.  Make  sure  to  allow  the  curbside  voter  the  same  privacy  as  a  voter  in  the  polling  place 

2.  Opening  the  Polls 

a.  The  pre'^idinrr  flection  judge  shall  verify  and  document  the  unique  identifier  (e.g..  serial 
number)  of  the  equipment  delivered  to  the  polling  site. 

b.  Look  for  evidence  of  tampering  and  document  the  time  this  was  done. 

c.  Verify  that  the  Public  Count  is  “0”  on  each  applicable  device. 

d.  Check  the  accuracy  of  the  date  and  time  on  applicable  equipment. 

e.  Confirm  that  all  units  are  open  for  voting,  as  applicable;  and 

f.  At  a  minimum,  print  one  zero  tape  from  each  applicable  device,  as  follows: 

i.  The  presiding  election  judge,  an  election  clerk,  and  not  more  than  two  watchers,  if 
one  or  more  watchers  are  present,  shall  sign  the  zero  tape. 

ii.  Maintain  zero  tapes  in  a  secure  location  to  be  returned  with  election  materials  (i.e., 
Ballot  Box  #4  or  other  secure  means  designated  by  the  general  custodian  of  election 
records).  NOTE:  Certain  counties  participating  in  the  Countywide  Polling 
Place  Program  that  use  the  Hart  eSlate  have  a  modified  procedure  regarding 
the  printing  of  zero  tapes.  Please  contact  the  SOS  for  a  copy  of  these 
procedures. 

3.  Closing  the  Polls 

a.  Verify  and  document  the  public  count  on  applicable  devices. 

b.  Verify  that  the  public  count(s)  match  the  number  of  voters-that  have  signed  the  combination 
form  or  checked  in  for  voting  through  an  epollbook.  If  there  is  a  discrepancy,  the  presiding 
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judge  should  attempt  to  determine  the  source  of  the  discrepancy  and  document  their 
investigation. 

c.  After  the  polls  have  been  closed  on  election  day,  the  precinct  election  officials  shall  print 
out,  at  a  minimum,  three  copies*  of  the  results  tape  from  each  applicable  device,  and  secure 
the  voting  device  against  further  use.  (WARNfNG:  Do  not  print  out  the  results  tape  during 
Early  Voting;  this  includes  the  last  day  of  Early  Voting).  NOTE:  Certain  counties  that 
participate  in  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  and  use  the  Hart  eSlate,  have  a 
modifled  procedure  regarding  the  printing  of  results  tape.  Please  contact  the  SOS  for 
a  copy  of  these  procedures. 

i.  The  presiding  election  judge,  an  election  clerk,  and  not  more  than  two  watchers,  if 
one  or  more  watchers  are  present,  shall  sign  the  results  tape(s). 

ii.  The  copies  of  the  results  tape(s)  shall  be  distributed  as  follows: 

(1)  Envelope  #1  that  is  delivered  to  the  presiding  judge  of  the  canvassing 
authority; 

(2)  Envelope  #  2  that  is  addressed  to  the  General  Custodian;  and 

(3)  Ballot  Box  #3  (or  other  secure  means  designated)  that  is  delivered  to  the 
general  custodian  of  election  records,  along  with  other  election  media  and 
materials  *NOTE:  Some  entities  may  opt  to  only  print  two  copies  of  the 
results  tape  as  two  of  the  three  copies  are  being  returned  to  general 
custodian. 

ui.  Lock  and  secure  the  voting  equipment  and  other  election  material  from  any  physical 
access  to  prepare  for  transport. 

d.  Central  Counting  Station:  For  entities  that  have  established  a  central  counting 
station  for  the  purpose  of  counting  or  accumulating  voting  system  results  —  the  results 
tapes  that  are  printed  at  the  polling  place  are  NOT  considered  the  official  precinct 
returns.  The  official  returns  will  be  prepared  at  the  central  counting/accumulation 
station  and  certified  by  the  presiding  judge  of  the  central  counting/accumulation 
station  in  accordance  with  Section  127.131  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

e.  Precinct  Scanners:  For  additional  procedures  specific  to  Precinct  Ballot  Counters, 
please  see  Advisory  2017-17-  Updates  to  Voting  System  Procedures  -Precinct  Ballot 
Counters. 

4.  Early  Voting  Procedures. 

i.  Opening  the  polls  procedures  above  also  apply  to  the  D'  day  of  early  voting. 

ii.  Opening  the  polls  on  the  2"^'  thru  last  day  of  early  voting  shall  be  handled  as  follows: 

i.  Look  for  evidence  of  tampering  and  document  the  time  this  was  done; 

ii.  Verify  and  document  that  the  numbers  on  the  public  counter  match  the  number  of 
voters  documented  on  the  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  roster  at  the  close  of 
polls  on  the  previous  day;  and  confirm  that  all  units  are  open  for  voting. 

iii.  Suspending  and  securing  the  Polls  during  Early  Voting  by  personal  appearance,  except  for 
the  last  day. 

i.  Verify  and  document  that  the  numbers  on  the  public  counter  match  the  number  of 
voters  documented  on  the  early  voting  by  personal  appearance  roster  at  the  close  of 
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polls  on  the  previous  day; 

ii.  Lock  and  secure  voting  equipment,  so  no  additional  votes  may  be  cast  on  the  voting 
equipment;  and 

iii.  Restrict  physical  access  to  voting  equipment. 

iv.  Early  Voting:  Secure  Early  Voting  location  at  the  end  of  each  day  and  store  the  equipment 
in  a  secure  location  to  prevent  theft  or  tampering  after  hours.  If  early  voting  clerk  is  unable 
to  secure  voting  system  equipment  at  early  voting  location,  the  equipment  should  be 
returned  daily  to  the  early  voting  clerk’s  office  and  redeployed  on  a  daily  basis. 

V.  If  the  early  voting  device  is  being  moved  to  another  temporary  location,  the  instructions 
listed  in  Section  9  of  this  document  should  be  followed. 

5.  Closing  the  polls  on  the  last  day  of  Early  Voting:  Verify  and  document  that  the  numbers  on  the 
public  counter  match  the  number  of  voters  documented  on  the  early  voting  by  personal  appearance 
roster  at  the  close  of  polls  on  the  previous  day  and  be  sure  to: 

i.  Look  for  evidence  of  tampering  and  document  the  time  this  was  done 

ii.  DO  NOT  PRINT  THE  RESULTS  TAPE  (tape  will  be  printed  later  at  the  central 
counting  station);  and 

iii.  Lock  and  secure  the  voting  equipment  and  other  election  material  from  any  physical  access 
to  prepare  for  transport. 


Section  7  -  Central  Accumulation  Procedures  (TEC,  Chapter  127) 


1.  Election  Night  Verification  for  Central  Accumulation  System: 

a.  As  the  media  is  loaded  into  a  central  accumulator,  the  election  official  shall  verify  that  the 


vOlc  lo-uls  on  the  electronic  media  match  the  vote  tot: 


is  on  the 


printed  results  tape,  if 


b. 


applicable. 

After  uploading  all  precinct  results  to  the  central  accumulator  system,  the  election  official 
must  verify  and  document  that  the  central  accumulator’s  total  number  of  votes  cast  in  an 
election  matches  the  number  of  signatures  on  the  combination  form.  If  there  is  a 
discrepancy,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  counting  station  in  conjunction  with  the  central 
counting  station  manager  shall  determine  if  a  further  audit  is  necessary. 

2.  Transferring  Results  from  Secure  Computer/Server 

a.  Any  time  data  is  transferred  to  another  computer,  the  transfer  may  only  occur  with  the 
following  devices: 

i.  Single  use  DVD/CD, 

ii.  Single  use,  disposable,  removable  USB  thumb  drive,  or 

iii.  Re-formatted,  multi-use  removable  USB  thumb  drive. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  secure  nature  of  the  central  accumulator,  approved  users 
should  only  use  clean,  removable  media  devices.  These  device  should  not  have  been 
previously  used  on  any  other  computers  or  hardware.  If  they  have  been  previously 
used,  they  must  be  properly  reformatted  each  and  every  time  they  are  inserted  into  the 
secure,  central  accumulator. 


b. 
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3.  Audit  Logs  from  Central  Accumulators: 

a.  All  central  accumulators  certified  for  use  in  Texas  elections  maintain  an  internal  audit  log. 
Some  of  the  legacy  systems  still  maintain  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer.  These  audit 
logs  (both  internal  and  produced  by  continuous  feed  printers)  are  considered  election 
records.  They  must  be  maintained  with  the  election  records  for  the  proper  preservation 
period. 

b.  A  full  copy  of  the  central  accumulator’s  audit  log  must  be  printed  after  the  tabulation  of 
election  results  on  election  night.  If  an  entity  is  using  a  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer, 
the  attached  log  will  serve  as  this  required  printed  copy. 

c.  The  printed  copy  of  the  log  must  be  retained  with  the  election  records  for  the  preservation 
period. 

d.  Poll  watcher  access  to  Audit  Logs  (1  TAG  81.62(g)) 

i.  A  poll  watcher  may  request  a  printed  copy  of  an  audit  log  produced  by  a  central 
accumulator; 

(1)  Before  any  votes  are  tabulated, 

(2)  After  early  voting  results  are  tabulated,  and 

(3)  Immediately  following  the  completion  of  the  vote  tabulation 

ii.  Once  a  request  for  a  report  has  been  made,  the  central  counting  station  manager  or 
tabulation  supervisor  is  required  to  print  a  copy  of  the  audit  log  at  the  required  time, 
and  make  a  copy  of  it  available  to  any  and  all  poll  watchers  that  have  requested  a 
copy  of  the  audit  log.  The  CCS  manager  should  NOT  remove  or  tear  off  the  audit 
log  maintained  by  any  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer,  if  one  is  being  used  with 
voting  system  in  use. 

iii.  Poll  watchers  do  not  get  to  specify  the  format  of  the  audit  log  produced  on  election 
night.  The  central  counting  station  manager  has  discretion  as  to  whether  to  provide 
a  copy  of  the  audit  log  printed  from  the  internal  logs  or  provide  a  copy  of  the  audit 
log  produced  from  the  continuous  feed  audit  log  printer. 

(I)  If  the  central  counting  station  manager  opts  to  use  the  audit  log  from  a 
continuous  feed  audit  log  printer,  then  the  poll  watchers  will  only  receive 
their  copy  of  the  log  at  the  end  of  the  night  as  it  is  not  feasible  to  provide  a 
copy  of  the  log  at  the  intervals  stated  above,  fearing  the  printed  audit  log 
to  provide  a  copy  to  poll  watchers  would  compromise  the  integrity  of  the 
audit  log. 

4.  Central  Counting  Station  Plan  (TEC  127.007):  The  manager  of  the  central  counting  station  is 
required  to  establish  and  implement  a  written  plan  for  the  orderly  operation  of  the  central  counting 
station.  That  plan  must  be  made  available  to  on  request  not  later  than  5  p.m.  on  the  fifth  day  before 
the  date  of  the  election.  For  details  on  what  should  be  included  in  the  central  counting  station 
plan,  please  see  Advisory  2017-16. 

Section  8  -  Post-Election  Audit  (Partial  Manual  Count)  (TEC.  Chapter  127) 
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To  ensure  the  accuracy  of  the  tabulation  of  electronic  voting  system  results,  the  general  custodian  of 

election  records  shall  conduct  a  manual  count  of  all  the  races  in  at  least  one  percent  of  the  election 

precincts  or  in  three  precincts,  whichever  is  greater,  in  which  the  electronic  voting  system  was  used. 

1 .  In  a  general  election  for  state  and  county  officers,  primary  election,  or  election  on  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  state  constitution  or  other  statewide  measure  submitted  by  the  legislature,  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  notify  the  election  official,  on  the  day  after  the  election,  of  the  selected 
precincts  that  must  be  manually  counted.  The  election  official  shall  begin  the  manual  count  within 
seventy-two  (72)  hours  after  the  polls  close.  (127.201(b)). 

2.  All  Other  Elections:  The  custodian  shall  select  the  precincts  at  random  and  shall  begin  the  count 
not  later  than  72  hours  after  the  polls  close.  The  count  shall  be  completed  no  later  than  the  2P^ 
day  after  Election  Day.  (127.201(a)).  Section  127.201(b)  supersedes  this  section  to  the  extent  of 
a  conflict. 

3.  The  SOS  will  send  out  detailed  instructions  regard  the  partial  manual  count  prior  to  the  election  it 
applies  to. 

4.  See  Advisory  2018-30  for  additional  details  on  the  partial  annual  count. 

5.  Post-Election  Verification  for  Central  Accumulation  System: 

i.  To  ensure  the  accuracy  of  any  central  accumulation  software  used  to  accumulate  vote  totals 
from  electronic  voting  systems,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  conduct  a 
post-election  verification  of  the  same  precincts  and  races  selected  for  the  partial  manual 
count  either  by  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  or  the  Secretary  of  State, 
whichever  is  applicable. 

ii.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  verify  that  the  vote  total(s)  printed  on  the 
results  tape  from  the  voting  system  equipment  used  at  a  given  precinct  or  polling  place 
matches  the  reports  generated  by  the  central  accumulation  software. 

iii.  I  he  general  custodian  of  election  records  has  me  discretion  to  verify  a  greater  number  of 
precincts  than  specified  above. 

iv.  The  reconciliation  shall  consist  of  a  race-by-race  comparison  of  the  number  of  votes 
reported  on  the  precinct  results  tape  to  the  central  accumulator’s  unofficial  election  results 
report  that  was  generated  on  election  night. 

V.  If  there  is  any  discrepancy  in  the  comparison,  the  results  tape  from  the  precinct  level  shall 
constitute  the  official  results. 

vi.  Any  political  subdivision  that  utilizes  modem  transfer  of  election  results  from  sub-stations 
to  the  central  counting  station  for  the  purpose  of  being  combined  with  other  such 
tabulations  to  produce  complete  returns  shall  establish  procedures  to  reconcile  received 
tabulations  to  transmitted  tabulations  in  order  to  determine  if  any  discrepancies  exist. 
NOTE:  Modeming  results  from  a  polling  place  location  to  the  central  counting  station  is 
prohibited  under  Texas  law. 

Section  9  -  Voting  System  Security 

1.  Personnel  Security^  (TEC  §  129.051(g)):  Employees  authorized  by  the  county  clerk  or  election 

official  to  prepare  or  maintain  the  voting  system  or  election  setup  materials  shall  be  deputized  by 

the  county  clerk  or  election  official  for  this  specific  purpose  and  so  sworn,  with  the  following  oath. 
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prior  to  the  first  election  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  they  will  be  performing  one  or  more  of  these 
activities 

a.  “I  swear  (or  affirm)  that  1  will  faithfully  perform  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  election  and 
guard  the  purity  of  the  election.”  (Section  62.003  of  TEC) 

2.  Criminal  Back2round  Checks  Required  (TEC  §  129.051(g)): 

a.  In  accordance  with  Section  129.05 1(g)  of  the  Texas  Election  code,  the  General  Custodian 
of  election  records  shall  conduct  criminal  background  checks  for  all  election  officials,  staff 
and  temporary  workers  who  are  engaged  in  pre-election  programming,  testing  and 
preparing  of  the  voting  system  equipment  for  Early  Voting  and  Election  Day.  This  does 
not  include  poll  workers  (election  judges  and  clerks)  assigned  to  work  election  voting 
centers  or  precincts,  but  does  include  temporary  workers  hired  to  test,  store,  or  service 
voting  equipment.  Additionally,  this  includes  all  individuals  that  participate  in  both  pre¬ 
election  Logic  and  Accuracy  Testing  and  pre-election  testing  of  the  tabulation  equipment. 

b.  A  person  having  a  criminal  record  is  not  automatically  disqualified  from  working  with 
electronic  voting  equipment.  However,  the  hiring  entity  should  consider  the  nature  of  the 
crime(s)  in  determining  whether  to  hire  or  assign  voting  system  duties  to  an  individual  with 
a  criminal  record.  You  may  wish  to  consult  with  your  Human  Resources  Department  to 
develop  a  policy  similar  to  your  governing  body’s  regular  employment  policy  regarding 
persons  with  a  criminal  background. 

c.  If  you  contract  with  your  vendor  to  program,  test,  or  perform  maintenance  on  the  voting 
equipment  prior  to  an  election,  you  may  wish  to  require  the  vendor  to  certify  that  a  criminal 
background  check  has  been  performed  on  the  necessary  employees.  We  recommend  that 
part  of  your  agreement  or  contract  with  the  vendor  include  wording  that  they  (the  vendor) 
have  performed  that  duty.  Suggested  language  to  include: 

i.  _  Company  certifies  that  a  criminal  background  check  on  all 

employees,  including  temporary  employees,  that  may  program,  test,  perform 
maintenance,  transport  equipment,  or  perform  technical  support  on  the  voting 
system  equipment  for  (name  of  entity)  has  been  performed.  The  Company  has 
determined  there  are  no  findings  that  would  prevent  the  employees  from  performing 
their  assigned  duties. 

d.  Criminal  background  checks  conducted  through  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety 
(“DPS”)  Crime  Records  Service  will  provide  information  on  arrests,  prosecutions  and  the 
disposition  of  the  case  for  persons  arrested  for  Class  B  misdemeanor  or  greater  violation 
of  Texas  criminal  statutes.  This  is  part  of  the  Conviction  Database  that  is  extracted  from 
the  DPS  Computerized  Criminal  History  System  (“CCH”).  Election  custodians  will  be 
required  to  create  a  secure  online  account  via  the  DPS  website  to  conduct  criminal  history 
checks  via  CCHS.  DPS  has  requested  that  each  county  elections  custodian  register  the 
county  with  the  user  name  that  fits  this  formula:  “Name  of  Your  Countv/Elections”  (e.g. 
Upshur  County/Elections). 

e.  Elections  custodians  will  be  required  to  sign  a  User  Entity  Agreement  and  a  User 
Acknowledgement  Agreement  and  fax  completed  documents  to  DPS.  These  documents 
will  be  presented  to  you  online  when  you  register  for  an  account.  Print  each  document  and 
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follow  the  instructions  provided  online,  but  fax  the  documents  instead  of  mailing  them  as 
indicated  on  the  website.  When  forwarding  these  documents,  include  a  letter  on  your 
county  letterhead  requesting  access  to  the  secured  CCHS  and  stating  that  the  secured 
system  search  will  be  used  in  accordance  with  Texas  Election  Code  §  129.051(g). 

f.  It  can  take  up  to  four  (4)  weeks  to  establish  an  account,  but  once  activated,  authorized 
county  personnel  will  be  able  to  conduct  background  checks  as  required  by  Texas  Election 
Code  §  129.051(g).  If  you  need  assistance  accessing  the  DPS  website,  please  contact  the 
DPS  representatives  at  512-424-2474. 

3.  Pre-Election  Security  Procedures; 

a.  Unique  Identifier:  All  electronic  media  (e.g.,  USB  drives,  memory  cards,  compact  flash 
card,  PCMCIA  card,  PEBs,  voter  card  encoders,  supervisor  cards,  and  key  cards)  shall  have 
an  external  permanent  unique  identifier  (e.g.,  numbers,  letters,  or  combination  of  numbers 
and  letters).  The  identifier  can  be  either  etched  or  printed  on  a  tamper  resistant  label. 
(Recommendation :  include  a  barcode  on  the  label,  which  will  make  it  more  efficient  to 
inventory).  (TEC  §  129.051) 

b.  Inventory:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  and  maintain  an  inventory 
of  all  electronic  information  storage  media. 

c.  Chain  of  Custody  of  Electronic  Media:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall 
create  a  process  and  maintain  a  procedure  for  tracking  the  custody  of  electronic  information 
storage  media  from  their  storage  location,  through  election  coding,  through  the  election 
process,  to  their  final  post-election  disposition  and  return  to  storage. 

i.  The  chain  of  custody  must  utilize  two  or  more  individuals  to  perform  a  check  and 
verification  check  whenever  a  transfer  of  custody  takes  place. 

d-  Storage  of  Election  Media:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create 

and  maintain  a  secured  location  for  storing  the  electronic  information  storage  media  when 
not  in  use,  for  coding  a  medium  for  an  election,  for  transferring  and  installing  the  medium 
into  the  voting  system  equipment,  and  for  storing  the  voting  system  equipment  once  the 
election  parameters  are  loaded. 

i.  An  election  information  storage  medium  shall  be  kept  in  the  presence  of  an  election 
official  or  in  a  secured  location  once  the  medium  has  been  coded  for  an  election. 

ii.  For  each  election,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  or  their  assigned  staff 
shall  seal  each  election  information  storage  medium  in  its  relevant  voting  device  or 
container  utilizing  one  or  more  uniquely  identified  tamper-resistant  or  tamper- 
evident  seals. 

iii.  A  combined  master  identification  of  the  voting  device  equipment,  the  election 
information  storage  medium,  and  the  seal(s)  must  be  created  and  maintained. 

iv.  For  election  information  storage  medium  that  are  device  independent  (e.g.,  PEBs, 
voter  card  encoders,),  these  devices  should  be  stored  in  a  secured,  sealed  container 
and  must  also  be  identified  on  a  master  log. 

e.  Chain  of  Custody  of  Voting  System  Equipment:  The  general  custodian  of  election 
records  shall  create  a  process  and  maintain  a  procedure  for  tracking  the  custody  of  the  voting 
device  equipment  once  the  equipment  is  loaded  with  an  election  definition. 
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i.  The  chain  of  custody  must  utilize  two  or  more  individuals  to  perform  a  check  and 
verification  check  whenever  a  transfer  of  custody  takes  place. 

f.  Recovery  Plan:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  have  in  place  a  recovery 
plan  that  is  to  be  followed  should  there  be  an  indication  of  a  security  breach  in  the 
accountability  and  chain  of  custody  procedures.  The  plan  must  include  notifying  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  office  immediately.  Any  indication  of  a  security  breach  must  be 
confirmed  by  more  than  one  individual. 

g.  Training  Plan:  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  have  a  training  plan  for 
relevant  election  officials  and  staff  that  addresses  these  security  procedures  and  the  relevant 
work  instructions. 

4.  Stora2e  and  Transport  of  Voting  System  Equipment  (TEC  S  129.052); 

a.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  adopt  procedures  for  securely  storing  and 
transporting  voting  device  equipment.  This  shall  include  procedures  that  are  to  be  used  at 
locations  outside  the  direct  control  of  the  general  custodian  of  election  records,  such  as 
overnight  storage  at  a  polling  location. 

b.  Secure  storage  must  employ  the  use  of  uniquely  identified  tamper-resistant  or  tamper- 
evident  seals  and  logs,  or  other  security  measures  that  will  detect  any  unauthorized  access. 

c.  For  each  election,  the  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  and  maintain  an 
inventory  of  these  items  for  each  storage  location. 

d.  The  chain  of  custody  must  utilize  two  or  more  individuals  to  perform  a  check  and 
verification  check  whenever  a  transfer  of  custody  takes  place  or  where  the  voting  devices 
have  been  left  unattended  for  any  length  of  time.  Particular  attention  must  be  given  to  the 
integrity  of  the  tamper-resistant  or  tamper-evident  seals. 

e.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  have  a  method  of  recording  the  names  of  the 
individuals  who  transport  the  voting  system  equipment  and  materials  from  one  site  to 
another  and  the  time  they  left  the  sending  site;  and 

f  A  method  of  recording  the  time  the  equipment  transporters  arrived  at  the  receiving  site  and 
the  name  of  the  individual(s)  at  the  receiving  site  who  accepted  the  election  equipment  and 
material. 

5.  Restrict  Access  to  Voting  Systems  (TEC  §  129.053) 

a.  The  general  custodian  ol’ election  records  shall  secure  access  control  keys  or  passwords  to 
voting  system  equipment.  U.se  of  access  control  keys  or  passwords  must  be  witnessed  by 
one  or  more  individuals  authorized  to  use  that  information.  The  use  of  an  access  control 
key  or  password  must  be  documented  and  witnessed  in  a  log  dedicated  for  that  purpose  that 
is  retained  until  the  political  subdivision  disposes  of  the  equipment. 

b.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  must  maintain  these  access  control 
keys/passwords  in  a  secured  and  controlled  environment. 

c.  The  general  custodian  must  utilize  a  form,  letter  or  a  list  to  document  and  indicate  the 
following: 

i.  List  of  individuals  that  are  given  an  access  control  key  or  password  (based  on  duties, 
positions), 

ii.  What  privileges  they  are  given. 
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iii.  When  and  where  these  privileges  can  be  used,  and 

iv.  An  indication  that  the  granting  of  access  came  from  the  general  custodian  of  election 
records. 

d.  If  an  individual  leaves,  changes  roles,  or  positions  or  no  longer  requires  access,  the 
documentation  that  granted  access  to  the  individual  needs  to  be  updated  and  amended  to 
remove  the  person’s  eligibility.  Any  keys  distributed  should  be  collected  and  passwords 
should  be  changed  as  applicable. 

e.  Changes  to  the  encryption  keys  and  passwords  are  at  the  discretion  of  the  general  custodian 
of  election  records,  but  it  is  advisable  that  this  discretionary  authority  should  not  be 
delegated.  However,  the  individuals(s)  that  implement  the  change  must  have  this 
“authorization  to  change”  responsibility  delineated  within  their  position  descriptions(s). 
(Note  the  distinction  relative  to  describing  who  may  authorize  a  change,  who  implements  a 
change,  and  who  has  access  but  cannot  change  the  passwords  and  encryption  keys.) 

i.  Where  appropriate,  the  degree  of  access  should  be  defined  within  each  relevant 
position  description  and  maintained  at  that  level  within  the  election  management 
system  and/or  equipment.  This  applies  where  a  voting  system  can  limit  an 
individual’s  access  to  certain  menus,  software  modules,  etc. 

f.  An  access  log  should  be  developed  and  utilized  to  document  access  to  any  device,  election 
media,  or  election  management  system  that  requires  the  use  of  a  password  and/or  encryption 
tool.  If  possible,  access  should  be  witnessed  by  one  or  more  individuals  authorized  to  use 
such  information. 

i.  The  log  should  be  retained  throughout  the  life  of  the  device  or  election  management 
system. 

ii.  The  s^enern'  custod'an  of  election  records  she'!  ensure  the  protection  of  the  election 
tabulation  process  by  securing  the  premises  where  the  vote  tabulation  is  being 
conducted  and  not  allowing  unauthorized  and  unescorted  personnel  to  be  in  contact 
with  tabulation  equipment. 

iii.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  have  a  training  plan  for  relevant 
election  officials,  and  staff  that  address  these  security  procedures  and  the  relevant 
work  instructions. 

6.  Prohibit  the  Use  of  Network  Connections  and  Restrictions  on  Wireless  Technology  ITEC  S 

129.054); 

a.  No  voting  system  shall  be  connected  to  any  exterior  communications  network,  including  a 
connection  to  the  Internet. 

b.  A  voting  system  may  not  have  the  capability  of  permitting  wireless  communication  unless 
the  system  uses  line-of-sight  infrared  technology  that  shields  the  transmitter  and  receiver 
from  external  infrared  transmissions  and  the  system  can  only  accept  transmissions  generated 
by  the  system. 

7.  Restrict  Usage  of  Voting  System  Computers  (TEC  S  129.055): 

a.  All  voting  system  computer(s)/server(s)  shall  be  restricted  to  the  sole  purpose  of  election 
administration,  and  not  used  for  other  purposes. 
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b.  Only  the  applicable  operating  system,  commercial  off-the-shelf  software  (COTS)  needed 
for  the  election  process,  and  the  certified  voting  software  shall  be  loaded  on  a  voting  system 
computer/server. 

c.  Remote  Access  to  a  voting  system  computer/server  is  not  allowed. 

8.  Plan  for  Machine  Failure  (TEC  §  129.056); 

a.  The  general  custodian  of  election  records  shall  create  a  contingency  plan  for  addressing 
direct  recording  electronic  voting  machine  failure.  This  plan  must  include  timely 
notification  to  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

b.  The  plan  should  address  the  creation  of  emergency  ballots,  ballot  boxes,  transportation  of 
voted  ballots  to  the  custodian  of  election  records,  and  securing  of  DREs. 

Section  10  -  Automatic  Recounts  fif  necessary)  (TEC,  Chapter  2161 

1 .  An  automatic  recount  must  be  conducted  in  an  election  requiring  a  plurality  vote  when  two 
or  more  candidates  for  the  same  office  tie  for  the  number  of  votes  required  to  be  elected, 
unless  the  tying  candidates  cast  lots  to  resolve  the  tie  or  one  of  them  decides  to  withdraw. 

2.  An  automatic  recount  must  also  be  conducted  in  an  election  requiring  a  majority  vote  if  more 
than  two  candidates  tie  for  the  highest  number  of  votes  or  if  two  or  more  candidates  tie  for 
the  second  highest  number  of  votes  to  determine  who  will  be  the  runoff  candidates  before 
resorting  to  casting  lots  in  order  to  resolve  the  tie. 

3.  An  automatic  recount  must  be  held  if  the  candidates  in  a  runoff  election  tie  before  the  tying 
candidates  can  cast  lots  to  determine  the  winner. 

4.  The  method  of  counting  votes  in  an  automatic  recount  is  the  same  method  of  counting  used 
in  the  election  that  resulted  in  the  tie  vote. 

5.  In  order  to  initiate  an  automatic  recount,  the  presiding  officer  of  the  canvassing  authority 
shall  request  the  recount  in  writing  in  the  same  manner  as  a  recount  petitioner,  except  that  no 
deposit  is  filed  with  the  request,  and  the  cost  of  the  recount  is  covered  by  the  political 
subdivision. 

Section  11  -  Requested  Recounts  (if  necessarvi 

1.  Requested  Recount  on  DRE  Votiim  Systems  rPuisuanl  to  TEC  $  214.071T 

a.  The  candidate  lequestiiig  a  lecouiiL  may  lequesL  that  the  lecouiil  be  done  electronically 
or  manually. 

b.  For  an  electronic  recount,  the  persons  specifically  permitted  by  law  to  be  present  at  the 
recount  are  also  authorized  to  be  present  as  the  election  media  are  reloaded  into  the 
central  accumulator  system. 

c.  For  a  manual  recount  of  a  DRE  election,  the  Recount  Coordinator  shall  organize  the 
printing  of  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  for  the  affected  race  or  issue. 

i.  The  Recount  Coordinator  shall  notify  the  parties  in  the  recount  of  the  date, 
place,  and  time  the  printing  of  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  will  take  place. 

ii.  The  full  recount  committee  is  not  required  to  be  present  at  the  printing  of  cast 
vote  records  (ballot  images)  and  the  Recount  Chair  shall  determine  how  many 
members  should  be  present.  The  persons  specifically  permitted  by  law  to  be 
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present  at  the  recount  are  entitled  to  be  present  as  the  cast  vote  records  (ballot 
images)  are  printed  and  to  have  the  same  number  of  representatives  as  allowed 
for  the  recount. 

iii.  If  the  manual  recount  does  not  take  place  immediately  after  the  printing  of  the 
cast  vote  records  (ballot  images),  the  printed  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images) 
shall  be  locked  and  secured  until  the  recount  takes  place. 

iv.  A  manual  count  of  the  printed  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  shall  be 
conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  a  recount  of  hand-counted  paper  ballots. 

V.  After  the  recount  is  complete,  the  printed  cast  vote  records  (ballot  images)  shall 
be  secured  and  preserved  for  the  appropriate  preservation  period  for 
maintaining  election  records. 

2.  Requested  Recount  on  Optical  Scan  Voting  Systems  (See  TEC,  Chapter  214,  Subchapter  C) 


Section  12  -  Retention  of  Election  Materials 


1 .  Records  created  as  part  of  an  election  must  be  retained  for  twenty-two  months.  In  addition 
to  the  instructions  provided  in  TEC  §  66.058,  electronic  records  shall  be  secured  in  a  locked 
container  sealed  with  one  or  more  uniquely  identified  tamper-resistant  or  tamper-evident 
seals  that  is  logged.  This  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to  the  following: 

a.  Logic  and  Accuracy  Test  and  results; 

b.  Printed  audits  (Real-time  audit  log); 

c.  Forms; 

d.  Zero  tapes; 

e.  Results  tapes;  and 

f.  Electronic  Records: 

(1)  Ballot  definitions; 

(2)  Cast  vote  records  (ballot  images),  as  applicable; 

(3)  Audit  logs;  and 

(4)  Election  results. 

2.  The  electronic  files  can  be  duplicated  to  another  storage  medium  (ex.  External  hard  drive, 
USB  drive,  CD,  or  DVD)  to  meet  the  retention  requirement  and  allow  foi  the  extciiial 
itieinory  store  to  be  reused  in  the  next  election.  Whatever  inediuin  you  choose,  you  must 
ensure  that  you  will  have  the  hardware  and/or  software  needed  to  read  the  data  from  the 
medium  at  a  later  date,  if  necessary. 

3.  A  minimum  of  two  duplicates  of  the  electronic  data  must  be  retained,  labeled  and  stored  in 
a  secure  manner  where  any  opening  could  be  detected,  and  each  placed  in  a  different  locked 
area  with  restricted  access. 

4.  A  precinct  ballot  scanner  used  in  early  voting  may  be  deployed  for  use  on  Election  Day  only 
if  the  system  provides  the  capability  to  retain  a  copy  of  the  audit  log(s)  showing  the  activity 
during  early  voting. 

5.  The  scanner  system  must  provide  the  capability  to  view  and  print  the  audit  log(s)  as  needed 
to  retain  the  records  listed  above. 

6.  A  DRE  used  in  early  voting  may  not  be  re-deployed  for  use  on  Election  Day. 
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7.  Electronic  data  on  a  DRE,  a  DRE  component  and  any  external  memory  storage  device 
used  in  conjunction  with  a  DRE  shall  not  be  cleared  until  a  backup  of  the  electronic 
records  has  been  performed.  Also,  the  electronic  data  on  a  DRE  and  any  external  memory 
store  shall  be  preserved  for  10  days  after  Election  Day  unless  the  DRE  is  required  for  another 
election  before  that  time  expires.  If  you  need  to  use  the  equipment  before  the  10  day  wait 
period  has  expired,  you  will  need  to  seek  a  written  waiver  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 
If  a  written  waiver  has  been  issued,  the  results  shall  be  preserved  until  the  local  canvass  of 
the  returns  containing  the  election  results  from  the  DRE  is  complete  and  a  backup  of  the 
electronic  records  has  been  done.  Please  email  elections@sos.texas.gov  to  request  your 
waiver. 

8.  A  DRE  shall  remain  secure  if,  before  the  security  period  prescribed  above  expires,  the  DRE’s 
custodian  receives  a  request  to  maintain  security  of  the  DRE  for  an  extended  period.  This 
request  must  be  in  writing  and  signed  by:  (1)  a  person  eligible  to  contest  the  election  or  obtain 
a  recount;  or  (2)  a  public  authority  authorized  to  conduct  a  criminal  investigation  involving 
use  of  the  DRE  in  the  election  or  a  person  designated  by  the  public  authority  to  make  the 
request. 

9.  For  detailed  instruction  on  how  to  back  up  your  election  records  with  your  specific  version 
of  your  vendor’  hardware  and  software,  please  contact  your  vendor  for  assistance. 


Glossary 


Term 

Definition 

Audit  Logs 

Recorded  information  that  allows  election  officials  to  view  the  steps 
that  occurred  on  the  equipment  included  in  an  election  to  verify  or 
reconstruct  the  steps  followed  without  compromising  the  ballot  or 
voter  secrecy. 

Ballot  Image 

Electronically  produced  record  of  all  votes  cast  by  a  single  voter. 
Also  known  as  a  Cast  Vote  Record  (CVR). 

Cast  Vote  Record  (CVR) 

Permanent  record  of  all  votes  produced  by  a  single  voter  whether  in 
electronic  or  paper  copy  form.  Used  for  counting  votes.  Also 
referred  to  as  ballot  image  when  used  to  refer  to  electronic  ballots. 

Central  Accumulator 

System 

Part  of  an  Election  Management  System  that  tabulates  and/or 
consolidates  the  vote  totals  for  multiple  precincts/devices. 

Commercial  Off-The-Shelf 
(COTS) 

Commercial,  readily  available  hardware  devices  (which  may  be 
electrical,  electronic,  mechanical,  etc.;  such  as  card  readers,  printers, 
or  personal  computers)  or  software  products  (such  as  operating 
systems,  programming  language  compilers,  database  management 
systems,  subsystems,  components;  software,  etc.). 

Data  Storage  Device 

A  device  for  storing  data.  It  usually  refers  to  permanent  (non¬ 
volatile)  storage,  that  is,  the  data  will  remain  stored  when  power  is 
removed  from  the  device;  unlike  semiconductor  RAM.  Recording 
can  be  done  mechanically,  magnetically,  or  optically. 

Direct  Recording  Electronic 
(DRE) 

Voting  system  that  records  votes  by  means  of  a  ballot  display 
provided  with  mechanical  or  electro-optical  components  that  can  be 
actuated  by  the  voter,  that  processes  the  data  by  means  of  a  computer 
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program,  and  that  records  voting  data  and  cast  vote  records  in 
internal  and/or  external  memory  components.  It  produces  a 
tabulation  of  the  voting  data  stored  in  a  removable  memory 
component  and/or  imprinted  copy. 

Election  Management 

System 

Set  of  processing  functions  and  databases  within  a  voting  system 
that  define,  develop  and  maintain  election  databases,  perform 
election  definition  and  setup  functions,  format  ballots,  count  votes, 
consolidate  and  report  results,  and  maintain  audit  trails. 

Firmware 

Computer  programs  (software)  stored  in  read-only  memory  (ROM) 
devices  embedded  in  the  system  and  not  capable  of  being  altered 
during  system  operation. 

Logic  and  Accuracy  Test 

Testing  of  the  tabulator  setups  of  a  new  election  definition  to  ensure 
that  the  content  correctly  reflects  the  election  being  held  (i.e., 
contests,  candidates,  number  to  be  elected,  ballot  styles,  etc.)  and 
that  all  voting  positions  can  be  voted  for  the  maximum  number  of 
eligible  candidates  and  that  results  are  accurately  tabulated  and 
reported. 

PCMCIA 

Personal  Computer  Memory  Card  International  Association  -  a 
portable  computer  card. 

Public  Counter 

Counter  in  a  voting  device  that  counts  the  votes  cast  in  a  single 
election. 

Results  Tape 

A  Results  Tape  is  the  tape  that  is  printed  when  the  polls  close.  It  is 
called  a  Results  Tape  since  all  contests  and  propositions  are  listed 
and  have  the  resulting  votes  next  to  each  name  or  question. 

Voting  Device 

Any  apparatus  by  which  votes  are  registered  electronically. 

Voting  System 

The  integrated  mechanical,  electromechanical,  or  electronic 
equipment  and  software  required  to  program,  control,  and  support 
the  equipment  that  is  used  to  define  ballots;  to  cast  and  count  votes; 
to  report  and/or  display  election  results;  and  to  maintain  and  produce 
all  audit  log  information. 

Zero  Tape 

A  Zero  Tape  is  the  tape  that  is  printed  when  the  voting  machine  is 
first  set  up  at  the  polls.  It  is  called  a  Zero  Tape  since  all  contests  or 
propositions  should  have  zero  votes  next  to  each  name  or  question. 

KI:CA 
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Alex^Rio^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Eiections@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  October  23,  2018  8:34  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA— Election  advisory  on  vote  switching 

Election  Advisory  No  2018-35.pdf;  confirmation.docx;  VOTANTES.DOCX;  MW674282 
_confirmatIon_VN.DOCX;  MW674282_confirmation_Chn.docx 


Hello  Everyone, 

Attached  is  an  advisory  regarding  reports  of  vote  switching  and  educating  voters.  I  have  also  attached  a  notice  regarding 
the  confirmation  screen  for  posting  in  the  polling  place.  The  English  and  Spanish  should  be  posted  statewide.  The 
Vietnamese  in  Harris  and  Tarrant  Counties  only  and  the  Chinese  in  Harris  County  only.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  have 
any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


"“-■/I 

WOTETEXaS.GOV  > 

POWERED  BVTHE  TEXAS  S£€RemRY  Qf  S7m$  f 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Piease  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legai  rights  are  invoived. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P,0.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
WWW.  SOS  .state  .tx .  us 


Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 


Election  Judges  and  Clerks 
Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 
October  19,  201 8 

Insert  for  “Election  Judges  and  Clerks  Handbook  2018” 


Dear  Election  Judge  or  Clerk: 

Thank  you  for  your  service!  This  memorandum  contains  changes  you  should  apply  to  the  2018  Handbook  that 
are  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  handbook  reflects  current  election  law. 

Handguns  in  Polling  Places 

On  August  27,  2018,  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  issued  Opinion  No.  KP-0212  (PDF)  (“opinion”)  which 
opined  on  whether  presiding  election  judges  are  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  in  a  polling  place  on  Election 
Day.  The  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  concluded  that  because  a  presiding  election  judge  has  the  same  power 
of  a  district  judge  to  enforce  order  and  keep  the  peace,  it  is  likely  that  Section  46.03  of  the  Penal  Code  does  not 
uppiy  to  presidiug  election  judges  inat  are  licensed  to  carr)’  a  handgun  under  Chapter  -ti  1  ol  the  Government 
Code,  when  they  are  performing  their  law  enforcement  duties  under  Section  32.075  of  the  Texas  Election 
Code.  This  means  that  a  presiding  judge  that  possesses  a  handgun  license  is  permitted  to  carry  a  handgun  while 
serving  as  an  election  judge  on  Election  Day  in  limited  circumstances.  For  additional  information  regarding 
Opinion  No.  KP-0212,  please  see  Election  Advisory  No.  2018-29. 


Distribution  of  Election  Records  When  Ballots  are  Tabulated  at  the  Polling  Place  and  Precinct  Returns  are 

Completed  at  the  Polling  Place  (Optical/Digital  Scan  and/or  DRE) 

In  Chapter  5  Section  B  of  the  2018  Handbook,  Subsections  4(c)  and  (g)  on  page  64,  the  reference  to  “printout  of 
results  tapes(s)”  should  be  omitted: 


c.  Contents  of  Envelope  No.  3:  [Sec.  66.024]  [addressed  to  the  presiding  judge] 

•  Copy  of  precinct  returns; 

NOTE:  Unless  you  are  required  to  send  ballots  due  to  irregularities  and  discrepancies  in 
counts.  [Secs.  127.156,  127.157] 

•  Printout  of  results  tape(s); 

•  A  copy  of  the  poll  list  (or  combination  form); 

•  A  copy  of  the  ballot  register; 

•  A  copy  of  the  ballot  and  seal  certificate;  and 

•  A  copy  of  the  Statement  of  Compensation  and  Oaths. 
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g.  Contents  of  Ballot  Box  No.  4;  [Sec.  66.026] 

•  Printout  of  results  tapc(s)  if  instructed  by  the  general  custodian 

•  The  original  of  the  ballot  register; 

•  The  register  of  spoiled  ballots; 

•  Any  spoiled  ballots; 

•  Any  defectively-printed  ballots; 

•  Any  envelope  containing  cancellation  requests  and  cancelled  ballots;  and 

•  Any  other  unused  ballots. 

Please  note  you  still  have  to  print  three  copies  of  the  results  tape,  and  those  copies  must  be  placed  in 
Envelope  No.  1,  Envelope  No.  2,  and  Ballot  Box  No  3. 

Early  Voting  Cancellation 

Chapter  2,  Situation  8  (Early  Voting  Cancellation),  Page  43  of  the  2018  Handbook  should  be  replaced  with  the 
following  information: 


SITUATION  8. 

Early  Voting  Cancellation 

1 .  If  a  voter  whose  name  appears  on  the  precinct  list  of  early  voters  who  had  been  sent  an  early  voting  ballot 
by  mail  presents  himself  or  herself  for  voting  at  the  polling  place,  the  election  officer  may  allow  the  voter 
to  vote  a  provisional  ballot,  but  only  if  the  voter  executes  the  affidavit  of  provisional  voter,  contained  on 
the  Provisional  Ballot  Affidavit  Envelope,  swearing  that  he  or  she  is  registered  to  vote  and  has  not  already 
voted  early  by  mail. 

2.  The  voter  may  also  cancel  his  or  her  application  to  vote  by  mail  at  the  polling  place  and  vote  a  regular 
ballot  if  the  voter  surrenders  his  or  her  mail  ballot  or  a  “Notice  Of  Improper  Delivery”  (Form  AW5-16a) 
to  the  presiding  judge.  [Sec.  84.032] 

a.  To  cancel  an  application  to  vote  by  mail  at  the  polling  place,  the  voter  must  complete  the 
“Request  to  Cancel  Application  for  Ballot  by  Mail”  (Form  AW5-17)  and  surrender  his  or  her 
mail  ballot  or  provide  a  “Notice  of  Improper  Delivery”  to  the  election  officer.  The  presiding 
election  judge  must  review  the  request  and  write  "CANCELLED"  on  the  returned  ballot  or 
Notice  of  Improper  Delivery.  The  judge  should  place  the  cancelled  ballot  or  Notice  and  the 
request  in  the  envelope  for  cancelled  applications.  If  the  voters  request  to  cancel  does  not 
comply,  the  election  judge  must  state  on  the  request  the  reason  it  was  denied  and  place  the 
request  in  the  envelope  for  requests  of  cancelled  applications.  The  judge  must  then  deposit  the 
envelope  in  Ballot  Box  No.  4  or  other  designated  container  prior  to  delivering  the  box  to  the 
general  custodian  of  election  records. 

NOTE:  If  the  voter  is  over  the  age  of  65  or  is  disabled,  and  has  an  annual  application  for 
ballot  by  mail,  cancelling  the  application  by  surrendering  the  ballot  on  election  day,  will 
not  cancel  their  by  mail  application  for  other  elections  in  the  calendar  year. 

b.  If  the  voter  insists  he  or  she  did  not  request  a  mail  ballot,  receive  a  mail  ballot,  or  mark  the 
ballot  that  was  sent  to  him/her  by  mail  and  insists  on  voting  at  the  polling  place,  the  election 
judge  must  inform  the  voter  of  the  voter’s  right  to  vote  a  provisional  ballot.  (See  Situation  7.) 
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3.  The  voter  may  also  cancel  his/her  application  to  vote  by  mail  by  appearing  in  person  and  surrendering  the 
ballot  to  be  voted  by  mail  to  the  early  voting  clerk  and  executing  a  “Request  to  Cancel  Application  for 
Ballot  by  Mail”  on  election  day.  Once  the  ballot  is  surrendered  to  the  early  voting  clerk  and  the  application 
is  cancelled,  the  voter  may  vote  a  regular  ballot  at  his/her  precinct  polling  place.  For  additional 
information  regarding  cancellation  procedures,  please  see  our  Cancellation  Chart. 


We  hope  this  will  be  useful  to  you  as  you  conduct  the  election.  Once  again,  we  thank  you  for  your  time  and  your 
service  to  Texas  voters! 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  this  election,  please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Elections  Division  toll-free  at  1  - 
800-252-2216. 

KI:HM 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
\v\vvv.sos.state.tx.us 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 

ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-35 

TO: 

County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  ofElections 

DATE: 

October  23,  2018 

RE: 

Voting  on  Hart  eSlate  Machines 

Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


We  have  heard  from  a  number  of  people  voting  on  Hart  eSlate  machines  that  when  they  voted 
straight  ticket,  it  appeared  to  them  that  tlie  machine  had  changed  one  or  more  of  their  selections  to 
a  candidate  from  a  different  party.  This  can  be  caused  by  the  voter  taking  keyboard  actions  before 
a  page  has  folly  appeared  on  the  eSlate,  thereby  de-selecting  the  pre- filled  selectbn  of  that  party’s 
candidate. 

Specifically,  the  Hart  eSlate  system  uses  a  keyboard  with  an  “Enter”  button  and  a  selection  wheel 
button,  ’fhe  “Enter”  button  on  a  Hart  eSlate  selects  a  voter’s  choice.  The  selection  wheel  button 
on  a  Hart  eSlate  allows  the  voter  to  move  up  and  down  the  ballot.  It  is  important  when  voting  on 
a  Hart  eSlate  machine  for  the  voter  to  use  one  button  or  the  other  and  not  both  simultaneously,  and 
for  the  voter  to  not  hit  the  “Enter”  button  or  use  the  selection  wheel  button  until  a  page  is  fully 
rendered.  A  voter  should  note  the  response  to  the  voter’s  actfon  on  the  keyboard  prior  to  taking 
another  keyboard  action.  It  is  also  important  for  the  voter  to  verify  their  selections  are  correct 
before  casting  their  ballot.  Step-by-step  instruct io as  for  the  use  of  a  Hart  e- Slate  machine  are 
available  athttn:^/www.votetexas,gov/svstems/hart-intercivic,html. 

As  a  leiniiidei,  votets  should  always  catefolly  check  their  review  screen  before  casting  their 
ballots.  If  a  voter  has  any  problems,  they  should  notify  a  poll  worker  immediately  so  the  issues 
can  be  addressed  and  reported. 

Attached  is  a  notice  for  posting  at  polling  locations  reminding  voters  to  review  their  summary 
screen  before  casting  their  balfot. 

If  you  have  any  questfons  regarding  limited  balloting,  please  contact  the  Elections  Division  at  1  - 
800-252-2216. 
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VOTERS 

Make  sure  to  confirm 
that  your  summary 
page  accurately 
reflects  your  choices 
BEFORE  casting  your 

ballot! 

THANK  YOU! 

ELECTIONS  OFFICE 
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VOTANTES 


Asegurese  de  confirmar 
que  su  pagina  de 
resumen  reflej  a  con 
precision  sus  opciones 
ANTES  DE  emitir  su 

voto! 

j  Gracias! 

Oficina  de  Elecciones 
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Alex^JRios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  November  02,  2018  1:09  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CCA/R/EA— SOS  message  regarding  election  day  preparations 


Hello  Everyone: 

Below  is  today's  press  release  and  video  from  Secretary  Pablos.  This  and  other  news  releases  can  be  found  on  our  press 
releases  page.  Here  is  a  direct  link  to  the  video. 

Please  fee!  free  to  share  the  press  release  and  video  as  you  find  it  appropriate  to  do  so. 

Let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you, 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/uidex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYIHE  TEXAS  SECRETARY  8F  St AT£  I 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


Having  trouble  viewing  this  email?  View  it  as  a  Web  page. 


0 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
November  2, 2018 


Contact:  Sam  Taylor 
STavlor@.sos.texas.gov 

512-463-6116 


VIDEO: 

Ahead  Of  Election  Day,  Secretary  Pablos  Issues  Message  Encouraging  Texans  To  Get  Out 
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The  Vote 

"Your  votes  will  count,  and  your  voices  will  be  heard. " 

AUSTIN,  TX  -  As  the  Early  Voting  period  comes  to  a  close,  Texas  Secretary  of  State  Rolando  Pablos 
today  is  issuing  a  statewide  video  message  to  Texas  voters  encouraging  all  those  who  have  not  already  cast 
a  ballot  to  prepare  to  make  their  voices  heard  on  Election  Dav.  November  6. 2018. 

"As  you  head  to  the  polls,  please  be  prepared  to  join  the  millions  of  Texans  who  are  eager  to  cast  their 
votes,"  Secretary  Pablos  says.  "I  ask  you  to  be  patient  and  respectful  as  Texans  celebrate  this  privileged 
event  of  civic  duty  to  exercise  their  fundamental  right  to  vote." 

Secretary  Pablos  praises  Texas  election  officials  across  the  state  who  are  working  tirelessly  to  make  sure 
Texas  voters  can  cast  their  ballots  with  ease; 

"Please  know  that  every  polling  place  in  Texas  is  staffed  by  trained  elections  officials  and  personnel  who 
are  there  to  help  you,  are  ready  to  assist,  and  can  ensure  that  you  are  able  to  successftilly  cast  your  vote." 

Finally,  Secretary  Pablos  assures  Texas  voters  that  each  of  the  choices  on  their  ballots  will  be  counted 
accurately  and  securely: 

"I  thank  all  Texans  for  participating  in  this  historic  election,"  Secretary  Pablos  says.  "Your  votes  will 
count,  and  your  voices  will  be  heard.  So  please,  get  out  and  vote!" 


Click  here  or  on  the  image  below  to  watch  Secretary  Pablos'  full  video  address  to  Texas  voters; 


The  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  reminds  all  Texas  voters  to  visit  www.votetexas. gov  for  accurate 
information  about  where,  when,  and  how  they  can  cast  their  ballots  on  Election  Day. 

First,  where  you  can  cast  a  ballot  depends  on  the  Texas  county  in  which  you  are  registered  to  vote.  In 
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counties  that  participate  in  the  Countywide  Polling  Place  Program  fCWPPh  registered  voters  can  vote  at 
any  polling  location  in  their  county  of  registration.  For  counties  that  do  not  participate  in  the  CWPP,  voters 
must  vote  in  their  precinct  of  registration.  Voters  who  want  to  know  where  they  can  cast  a  ballot  can  log  in 
to  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  "Am  I  Registered?"  tool  and  locate  information  about  appropriate  polling 
locations  in  their  county  or  precinct. 

Voting  hours  are  from  7:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  on  Flection  Day,  Tuesday,  November  6th. 

To  learn  how  you  will  be  casting  your  ballot,  visit  the  "How"  page  on  VoteTexas.gov  to  familiarize 
yourself  with  the  voting  systems  in  your  county  of  registration. 

Texas  voters  can  always  visit  www.votetexas.gov  or  call  1-800-252-VOTE  (8683)  for  more  information 
on  voting  in  the  State  of  Texas. 


rrrt  IT 

Please  DO  NOT  REPLY  to  this  message.  It  comes  from  an  un-monitored  mailbox.  If  you  have  any 
questions  regarding  this  announcement  or  wish  to  unsubscribe,  please  e-mail  Sam  Taylor  at 

STavlor@sos.texas.gov 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  November  09,  2018  8:10  AM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA-663):  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass  for  2018  November  General 

Election 

Attachments:  Statement  of  Canvass  Memo.pdf 


County  Election  Officials, 

Pursuant  to  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator  must  certify  the 
county  returns  as  canvassed  by  the  commissioners  court  and  deliver  those  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  not  later 
than  24  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  canvass. 

Please  be  advised  that  Section  67.003  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  states  that  tlie  coimnissioners  court  must  canvass 
the  returns  for  the  General  Election  not  earlier  than  Friday,  November  9, 201 8,  or  later  than  Tuesday,  November 
20, 2018.  Only  two  members  of  the  commissioners  court  are  required  to  be  present  to  canvass  the  returns.  The 
early  voting  ballot  board  must  reconvene  and  count  all  provisional  and  overseas  ballots.  These  two  functions  of 
the  board  may  be  perfonned  at  the  same  meeting,  but  must  be  completed  no  later  than  Monday,  November  19, 
2018.  The  votes  fi'om  the  late  ballots  and  provisional  ballots  must  be  included  in  the  official  canvass  by  the 
court. 

Please  report  the  official  returns  to  our  office  via  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System  (EMCS) 
using  the  following  instructions: 

1 .  Login  to  the  EMCS  with  the  user  name  and  password  used  on  election  night. 
URL:https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ESSO/soslogin 

2.  Select  “Canvass”  for  the  “2018  General  Election”. 

3.  Enter  the  total  number  of  voters  voted,  provisional  ballots  casted,  provisional  ballots  counted,  and  total 
votes  cast  for  each  candidate.  Review  all  totals  entered. 

4.  Certify  the  vote  totals  and  save  all  information. 

5.  Print,  sign,  date,  affix  your  county  seal,  and  return  the  original  confirmation  page  to: 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 
Attn:  Kristi  Hart 
PO  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711 

Please  report  official  returns  no  later  than  noon  on  Tuesday,  November  20, 2018.  This  will  help  facilitate  the 
canvass  by  the  Governor. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  our  office  at  1 .800.252.8683  or  at  Elections@sos.texas.  gov. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
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800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.  us 


The  State  of  Texas 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


Phone:  512-463-3650 
Fax:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrator 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  November  8, 20 1 8 

RE:  Instructions  and  Procedures  for  Filing  the  Statement  of  Canvass 


Pui  suant  to  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  the  County  Clerk/Elections  Administrator  must 
certify  the  county  returns  as  canvassed  by  the  commissioner’s  court  and  deliver  those  returns  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  not  later  than  24  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  canvass. 

Please  be  advised  that  Section  67.003  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  states  that  the  commissioners  court  must 
canvass  the  returns  for  the  General  Election  not  earlier  than  Friday,  November  9, 20 1 8,  or  later  than  Tuesday, 
November  20,  2018.  Only  two  members  of  the  commissioners  court  are  required  to  be  present  to  canvass  the 
returns.  The  early  voting  ballot  board  must  reconvene  and  count  all  provisional  and  overseas 
ballots.  These  two  functions  of  the  board  may  be  perfonned  at  the  same  meeting,  but  must  be  completed  no 
later  than  Monday,  November  19, 20 1 8.  The  votes  from  the  late  ballots  and  provisional  ballots  must  be 
included  in  the  official  canvass  by  the  court. 

Please  report  the  official  returns  to  our  office  via  the  Elections  Management  and  Certification  System 
(EMCS)  using  the  following  instructions: 

1 .  Login  to  the  EMCS  with  the  user  name  and  password  used  on  election  night. 
URL:https://enr.sos.state.tx.us/ESSO/soslogin 

2.  Select  “Canvass”  for  the  “2018  Genera!  Election”. 

3.  Enter  the  total  number  of  voters  voted,  provisional  ballots  casted,  provisional  ballots  counted,  and 
total  votes  cast  for  each  candidate.  Review  all  totals  entered 

4.  Certify  the  vote  totals  and  save  all  information. 

5.  Print,  sign,  date,  affix  your  county  seal,  and  return  the  original  confirmation  page  to: 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 
Attn:  Kristi  Hart 
PO  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711 

Please  report  official  returns  no  later  than  noon  on  Tuesday,  November  20, 2018.  This  will  help  facilitate  the 
canvass  by  the  Governor. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  our  office  at  1 .800.252.8683  or  at  Elections@sos.texas.gov. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  November  09,  2018  2:14  PM 

To:  Elections  Internet 

Subject:  MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA  -  663):  Governor/Lieutenant  Governor  Canvass  Instructions  and 

Procedures 

Attachments:  Gov-Lt.  Gov  Canvass  Memo.pdf;  2018  Gov.  Lt  Gov.  Canvass  Statement.pdf 


Please  be  advised  that  Section  67.008  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  states  that  the  County  Clerk/  Elections 
Administrator  shall  prepare  separate  county  election  returns  of  an  election  for  the  office  of  Governor  or 
Lieutenant  Governor  that  contain  the  same  information  as  the  returns  for  those  offices  prepared  under  Section 
67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Once  all  returns  have  been  canvassed,  please  complete  the  attached  Statement  of  Canvass  for  the  offices  of 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor.  Please  submit  an  electronic  copy  of  each  fonn  to  khart@sos.texas.  gov  no  later 
than  Tuesday,  November  20, 2018. 

Please  print,  sign,  affix  your  county  seal  and  return  our  office.  Both  forms  should  be  placed  in  a  single 
envelope  labeled: 


“Returns  of  Election  for  Governor/Lieutenant  Governor 
_ (name)  County,  for  November  6,  2018  Election” 

Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 

REMINDER:  Do  not  mail  these  returns  with  the  general  election  returns  —  they  must  be  kept  separate. 

You  must  retain  a  copy  of  the  county  returns  for  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  for  the  period 
for  preserving  the  precinct  election  records. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Kristi  Hart  toll-free  at  1-800-252-868.3. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  so  s. state,  tx.us  /  elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Secretary  of  State 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrator 

t 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  November  9, 201 8 

RE:  Governor/Lieutenant  Governor  Canvass  Instructions  and  Procedures 


Please  be  advised  that  Section  67.008  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  states  that  the  County  Clerk/ 
Elections  Administrator  shall  prepare  separate  county  election  returns  of  an  election  for  the 
office  of  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  that  contain  the  same  information  as  the  returns 
for  those  offices  prepared  under  Section  67.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Once  all  returns  have  been  canvassed,  please  complete  the  attached  Statement  of  Canvass  for  the 
offices  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor.  Please  submit  an  electronic  copy  of  each  fonn  to 
khart@sos.texas.gov  no  later  than  Tuesday,  November  20, 2018. 

Please  print,  sign,  affix  your  county  seal  and  return  our  office.  Both  forms  should  be  placed  in  a 
single  envelope  labeled; 

“Returns  of  Election  for  Governor/Lieutenant  Governor 

_ (name)  County,  for  November  6, 2018  Election” 

Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 

REMINDER:  Do  not  mail  these  returns  with  the  general  election  returns  -  they  must  be  kept 
separate. 

You  must  retain  a  copy  of  the  county  returns  for  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
for  the  period  for  preserving  the  precinct  election  records. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Kristi  Hart  toll-free  at  1-800-252-8683. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  November  12,  2018  10:46  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CCA^R/EA’-Provisional  ballot  reminders 


Dear  County  Election  Officials, 

We  have  had  a  few  questions  about  provisional  ballots  we  wanted  to  take  a  moment  to  clarify. 


1.  The  only  provisional  ballots  that  can  be  "cured"  are  those  ballots  that  were  cast  provisionally  due  to  lack  of  an 
acceptable  ID.  For  those  voters,  they  can  cure  their  lack  of  ID  by  appearing  to  the  voter  registrar  and  presenting 
one  of  the  acceptable  photo  IDs  or  showing  a  supporting  ID  and  completing  the  RID.  Tomorrow  November  13  is 
the  deadline  for  curing  ID  provisional  ballots. 

2.  Provisional  Ballot  Affidavit  Envelopes  and  the  List  of  Provisional  Voters  are  NOT  public  information  until  they 
have  been  returned  back  to  the  General  Custodian  of  Election  Records.  (TAC  Rule  81.176(c)(13))  (copied  below). 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 


WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us /elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


(13)  Al!  Provisional  Ballot  Affidavit  Envelopes  and  the  List  of  Provisional  Voters  are  public  records 
after  the  Early  Voting  Ballot  Board  has  completed  their  review  and  the  Provisional  Ballot  Affidavit 
Envelopes  and  the  List  of  Provisional  Voters  have  been  returned  to  the  General  Custodian  of 
Election  Records. 
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2018  General  Election 
Official  Canvass  Statement 


County: _ 

Total  Number  of  Voters  Voted: 
Provisional  Ballots  Cast: 
Provisional  Ballots  Counted; 


GOVERNOR 


Greg  Abbott 

REP 

Lupe  Valdez 

DEM 

Mark  Jay  Tippetts 

LIB 

Votes 


I, _ ,  County  Election  Official  do  herby  certify  the  returns  as 

shown  on  the  official  canvass  statement  are  true  and  correct  as  certified  by  the  County 
Commissioners  Court. 


Signature 


Date 
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2018  General  Election 

Official  Canvass  Statement 


County: _ 

Total  Number  of  Voters  Voted: 
Provisional  Ballots  Cast: 
Provisional  Ballots  Counted; 


LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

Votes 

Dan  Patrick  REP  _ 

Mike  Collier  DEM  _ 

Kerry  Douglas  McKennon  LIB  _ 


I, _ ,  County  Election  Official  do  herby  certify  the  returns  as 

shown  on  the  official  canvass  statement  are  true  and  correct  as  certified  by  the  County 
Commissioners  Court. 


Signature 


Date 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  November  12,  2018  2:23  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--CC/EA— Reasonable  Impediment  Declarations 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Hello  Everyone, 

As  we  have  done  for  the  last  few  elections,  I  am  asking  you  guys  to  send  us  copies  of  any  reasonable  impediment 
declarations  voters  used  in  this  election.  You  can  scan  and  email  them  to  elections (5) sos.texas.gov.  If  you  did  not  have 
any  RiDs  in  your  county,  then  please  let  us  know  that  there  were  zero  in  your  county.  Briana  Yanes  is  the  person  in  our 
office  coordinating  this  project.  Her  number  is  512-463-2484  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state  .tx.  US  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alex^^RiM 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  November  15,  2018  11:49  AM 

Mass  Email  Advisory— CC/EA— 2018-40  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 
ADV2018-40  -  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  -  November  6  2018  General  Election.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

Attached  to  this  email  you  will  find  Advisory  2018-40  -Precinct  by  Precinct  Report.  After  your  canvass  has  been 
completed,  you  will  be  required  to  complete  the  precinct  by  precinct  report  and  submit  it  to  our  office.  Instructions  on 
how  to  use  the  system  are  included  in  the  advisory.  Your  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  separately. 

When  posted,  this  advisory  will  be  available  on  your  Conducting  Your  Elections  page. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 

Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  |  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections (5) sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.gov/elections 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  it  is  not  intended  to 
serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  low  yourself  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone;  512-463-5650 
Fa.x:  512-475-2811 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252- VOTE  (8683) 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  State 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2018-40 


TO:  County  Clerks/Election  Administrators 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 


TO: 


DATE:  November  7, 2018 


RE: 


Precinct  by  Precinct  Report  for  November  6,  201 8  Elections 


After  the  canvass  has  been  completed,  you  will  need  to  complete  the  precinct-by-precinct 
report.  All  election  results  are  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to 
Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Election  Code. 

Information  for  logging  into  the  system: 

1.  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clicking  on  this  link: 


2.  The  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you.  If  you  have  problems  with  your 
password,  or  need  it  reset,  please  contact  our  office  at  800-252-8683  or 
elections@sos.texas.gov. 

Information  for  entering  in  your  precinct-by-precinct  results: 

1 .  You  should  not  input  your  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  your  election.  The 

report  is  meant  to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races 

reported. 

3.  We  have  designed  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office: 

1 .  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  Secretary  of  State  application 
using  an  Excel,  PDF,  or  ASC  formatted  file.  The  information  must  include: 

a.  Political  Subdivision 

b.  Election  Date 

c.  Election  Name 

d.  Total  Provision  Ballots 
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e.  Total  Provisional  Ballots  Counted 

f.  Precinct  Number 

g.  Total  Number  of  Registered  Voters 

h.  Race  Name 

i.  Candidate  Name 

j.  Early  Vote  Totals 

k.  Election  Day  Vote  Totals 

2.  Upload  a  vendor  provided  spreadsheet  including  all  required  information  using  the 
SOS  application.;  or 

3.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  into  the 
system.  The  instructions  for  inputting  results  are  online. 

4.  The  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after 

the  election.  All  results  must  be  submitted  by  December  7. 2018. 

If  you  need  assistance  with  your  password  or  have  additional  questions  or  concerns,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  our  office  at  800-252-8683  or  elections@sos.texas.gov. 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  December  06,  2018  2:29  PM 
Elections  Internet 

Mass  Email  (CC/EA/VR  -  902  )  Announcement  from  Secretary  Pablos 
12.6.18_Secretary  Pablos_Letter  To  County  Election  Officials.pdf 


From; 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


All, 

Attached,  please  find  a  letter  from  Secretary  Pablos  on  the  occasion  of  his  departure  from  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's 
office.  Additionally,  the  Secretary  has  issued  a  news  release  that  you  can  read 
here:  https://www.sos.texas.gov/about/newsreleases/2Q18/12Q618.shtml 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 


wwv^^sos■state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


.y  ! 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Etection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Capiio!  Building,  1E.8 
i^.O.  Box  12697 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2697 


lixccuiivc  Division 


Dial  7-!-!  I’or  Relay  Services 
wwvv.so5.state.lx.us 


Phone;512-‘i63-5770 

Fax:512-d75-2761 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Secretary  of  Slate 


December  6, 2018 


Dear  County  Elections  Administrators: 

On  Monday,  I  witnessed  Governor  Abbott’s  final  certification  of  the  November  6, 2018  General 
Election,  and  I  am  happy  to  announce  all  vote  totals  have  been  officially  canvassed  at  the  state 
level,  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  and  congratulate  each  of  you  on  your  incredible 
work  in  conducting  yet  another  successful  election  in  each  of  your  counties  throughout  (he  Stale 
of  Texas. 

Year  after  year,  you  and  your  colleagues  serve  on  the  front  lines  of  Democracy  for  our  slate, 
ensuring  that  each  and  every  eligible  Texan  can  make  their  voices  heard  at  the  ballot  box. 
Furthermore,  you  conducted  successful  elections  with  a  record  number  of  voters  heading  to  the 
polls  in  Texas  this  year.  In  fact,  8,364,420  Texas  voters  cast  ballots  this  year  -  a  number 
surpassed  only  by  the  roughly  8.9  million  voters  who  cast  ballots  in  the  2016  General  Election. 

Additionally,  you  helped  facilitate  a  successful  election  despite  challenges  and  unprecedented 
public  scrutiny  regarding  the  integrity  of  our  state’s  elections  systems.  Despite  the  constant 
drumbeat  by  particular  groups  and  individuals  seeking  to  cast  doubt  and  sow  discord,  you  kept 
your  heads  high,  inspired  confidence  among  voters,  and  maintained  the  highest  level  of  integrity. 
In  the  end,  the  voters  of  Texas  were  extremely  well  served  by  your  professionalism  and 
dedication  to  protecting  their  sacred  democratic  right  to  make  their  voices  heard, 

I  am  incredibly  proud  to  have  served  as  Texas’  Chief  Election  Officer  for  the  past  two  years,  and 
have  been  humbled  to  work  alongside  all  of  you  to  empower  the  voters  of  our  great  state.  It  is 
with  deep  respect  and  gratitude  that,  today,  I  informed  Governor  Abbott  that  1  am  resigning  as 
Texas  Secretary  of  State,  effective  December  i  5"’,  2018,  in  order  to  focus  on  my  private  practice 
and  continue  to  serve  'i'exas  communities  in  whatever  capacity  I  can  provide  (he  greatest  value. 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  all  again  for  your  outstanding  job  in  completing  yet  another  successful 
election  in  the  State  of  Texas.  I  wish  each  and  every  one  of  j'ou  the  very  best  in  your  future 
endeavors,  and  I  am  encouraged  by  your  continued  dedication  to  upholding  the  integrity  of 
Texas’  elections  -  now  and  in  the  future. 


Sincerely, 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Texas  Secretary  of  State 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas,gov> 
Wednesday,  December  19,  2018  2:44  PM 


Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  {CC/EA-669):  Certificate  of  Qualification  of  County  and  Precinct  Officers 
2018  Certificate  of  Qualification  of  County  and  Precinct  Officers.pdf 


Pursuant  to  Section  601 .006  of  the  Texas  Government  Code,  the  County  Clerk  must  submit  a  statement 
certifying  the  names  and  dates  of  qualification  for  county  and  precinct  officers  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
issuance  of  Commissions. 

For  your  convenience,  you  may  access  our  online  portal  to  submit  this  infomiation  at 
https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/officials/index.aspx. 

A  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  separately.  You  will  be  prompted  to  change  your  password  the  first  time 
you  enter  the  application. 

The  information  fi:om  2016  is  prepopulated  for  your  convenience.  You  may  EDIT  or  DELETE  the  information  for 
previously  elected  officials.  You  may  also  ADD  infonnation  for  newly  elected  officials.  You  will  need  to  verify 
the  name,  title,  address,  phone,  fax  number  and  email  address  for  all  officials.  This  information  will  also  be  used 
to  update  county  contact  information  on  the  Secretary  of  State  website. 

You  may  start  updating  the  data  today  however  do  not  sign  and  certify  prior  to  January  1, 2019. 

Once  entry  is  complete,  please  print  the  certification,  place  a  county  seal  on  the  form,  and  mail  it  to: 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  78711-2060. 


The  certified  statement  should  be  mailed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  immediately  after  January  1, 2019. 

The  Secretary  of  State  will  prepare  a  Commission  card  for  each  duly  elected  official  and  mail  to  the  County  Clerk 
to  disburse. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the  online  form  or  the  issuance  of  commissions,  please  contact  our  office  at  1- 
800-252-8683  or  elections@sos.texas.gov. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS .  state,  tx. US  / elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  it  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
mw.sos.texas.gov 


The  State  of  Texas 


Phone:  512-463-5650 
Fax:  512-475-281! 
Dial  7-1-1  For  Relay  Services 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


David  Whitley 

Secretary  of  State 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

County  Election  Officials 

FROM: 

Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections  ''xT 

DATE: 

December  19, 2018 

RE: 

Certificate  of  Qualification  of  County  and  Precinct  Officers 

Persons  elected  to  regular  terms  of  office  take  office  on  the  first  day  of  January  following  their 
election,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  Pursuant  to  Section  601 .006  of  the  Texas  Government 
Code,  the  County  Clerk  must  submit  a  statement  certifying  the  names  and  dates  of  qualification 
for  county  and  precinct  officers  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  issuance  of  Commissions. 

For  your  convenience,  you  may  access  our  online  portal  to  submit  this  infoimation  at 
https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/officials/index.aspx 

A  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  separately.  You  will  be  prompted  to  change  your 
password  the  first  time  you  enter  the  application. 

The  information  from  2016  is  prepopulated  for  your  convenience.  You  may  EDIT  or  DELETE  the 
information  for  previously  elected  officials.  You  may  also  ADD  information  for  newly  elected  officials. 
You  will  need  to  verify  the  name,  title,  address,  phone,  fax  number  and  email  address  for  all  officials. 
This  information  will  also  be  used  to  update  county  contact  information  on  the  Secretary  of  State 
website. 

You  may  start  updating  the  data  today  however  do  not  sign  and  certify  prior  to  January  1, 2019. 

Pursuant  to  Section  601.003  of  the  Texas  Government  Code,  if  a  person  was  elected  to  an  office 
for  a  full  term,  he  or  she  cannot  assume  the  duties  of  office  until  the  beginning  of  the  term,  which 
is  January  1,  2019.  For  these  officials,  please  indicate  January  1, 2019  as  the  qualification  date  for 
office.  Additionally,  persons  elected  to  full  terms  qualify  by:  1)  filing  the  statement  of  officer  with 
the  local  authority;  2)  taking  their  constitutional  oath  of  office;  3)  filing  a  bond  (if  required);  and  4) 
assuming  the  duties  of  their  office  on  January  1  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  Please  note  that 
the  commissioner’s  court  members  have  additional  items  to  which  they  must  swear  pursuant  to 
Section  81 .002,  Texas  Local  Government  Code.  Our  office  does  not  prescribe  the  oath.  You  may 
want  to  include  these  statements  in  the  constitutional  oath. 

Pursuant  to  Section  601.004  of  the  Texas  Government  Code,  a  person  elected  to  an  unexpired  term 
may  assume  his  or  her  duties  immediately  upon  receiving  his  or  her  Certificate  of  Election  from  the 
County  Judge  and  qualifying  for  office. 

TX-STARR-1 9-0693-A-000855 


Once  entry  is  complete,  please  print  the  certification,  place  a  county  seal  on  the  form,  and  mail  it  to; 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Elections  Division,  P.O.  Box  12060,  Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060. 
The  certified  statement  should  be  mailed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  immediately  after 
January  1, 2019.  The  Secretary  of  State  will  prepare  a  Commission  card  for  each  duly  elected 
official  and  mail  to  the  County  Clerk  to  disburse. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the  online  form  or  the  issuance  of  commissions,  please  contact 
our  office  at  1-800-252-8683  or  elections@sos.texas.gov. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  January  02,  2019  11:28  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA/VR-896)  -  2018  EAVS  Survey 


Hello  Everyone, 

The  data  collection  templates  for  the  201 8  Election  Administration  and  Voting  Survey  (EAVS)  are  now 
available  on  the  EAVS  Portal  fhttps://eavsportal.coml. 

This  year  there  are  two  template  options  to  make  the  EAVS  an  easier  and  more  straightforward  process.  The 
two  templates  are: 

•  Online  Template;  New  in  2018,  you  will  be  able  to  enter  data  into  the  online  survey  at 

https ://survev. eavsportal . com/.  This  template  will  allow  you  to  enter  data  item  by  item.  You  will  be 
provided  a  unique  password  to  access  the  template.  {Note:  There  is  only  one  password  per 
county.  Therefore,  ALL  election  officials  accessing  and  entering  data  on  the  online  survey  must  be 
finished  BEFORE  finalizing/submitting  the  county  survey.) 

•  Data  Aggregation  Excel  Template:  As  in  2016,  you  will  be  able  to  copy  data  and  paste  it  directly  into 
this  template. 

Wlienever  you  are  having  difficulty  understanding  what  a  question  is  asking  for,  the  attached  supplemental 
instructions  should  be  your  first  stop.  In  addition,  the  vendor  administering  the  survey  this  year  has  put  together 
a  series  of  instructional  videos  broken  down  by  survey  section.  Those  videos  are  located  here. 

Of  course  we  are  here  to  help  as  well.  You  may  contact  our  office  at  1-800-252-8683  or  at 
Elections@sos.texas.gov  as  needed.  Again,  I  would  strongly  encourage  you  to  review  the  supplemental 
instructions  and  watch  the  applicable  videos  first  as  they  will  answer  most  questions. 

Also,  as  I  have  mentioned,  this  data  is  very  important.  Please  do  your  best  to  answer  all  of  the  questions  and  to 
make  sure  that  you  understand  what  the  question  is  asking  before  answering  it.  The  better  the  data  is  that  we 
collect,  the  better  this  tool  will  be  at  measuring  what  is  happening  in  elections  in  Texas. 

All  information  should  be  reported  to  our  office  by  January  25, 2019. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  work  on  this  project.  Let  me  know  if  you  need  anything  else. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us /elections/index.shtml 
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For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Internet  <  Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Wednesday,  January  09,  2019  2:16  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA-654)  Legislative  Canvass  for  Governor/Lt.  Governor 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Hello  Everyone, 

The  legislative  canvass  of  the  November  6,  2018  Genera!  Election  vote  totals  for  Governor  and  Lt.  Governor 
will  be  held  tomorrow  at  12:00.  All  county  returns  submitted  by  your  offices  were  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  yesterday  afternoon  in  preparation.  Thank  you  all  for  working  with  our  office  on 
this  matter  and  for  sending  ail  of  the  requested  information. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  requested  that  all  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators  be 
available  from  12:00  -  2:00  tomorrow  during  the  canvass  in  case  any  questions  regarding  the  numbers  you 
submitted  arise.  If  you  will  not  be  in  your  office  during  that  time,  please  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that  you 
can  be  reached  as  needed. 


Again,  thank  you  for  your  assistance.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  our  office. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

WWW.  SO  s.  State  .tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Thursday,  January  10,  2019  4:14  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA-680);  Legislative  Canvass 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Hello  everyone, 

I  just  wanted  to  write  and  let  you  know  that  everything  went  very  well  and  smoothly  with  the  legislative  canvass 
today.  Thank  you  for  being  on  stand  by  and  thank  you  very  much  for  getting  the  returns  to  us  so  that  today  would  go  off 
without  a  hitch.  Your  cooperation  was  essential  to  the  success  of  the  canvass  and  we  thank  you  for  your  help. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  January  11,  2019  2:11  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/EA  (69  counties)  (145)— Reasonable  Impediment  Declaration  reminder 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  am  writing  to  this  group  of  69  counties  because  we  haven't  yet  received  copies  of  your  reasonable  impediment 
declarations  from  the  November  2018  general  election.  Please  copy  and  send  to  us  all  of  your  RID's  that  were  used  in 
that  election.  You  can  scan  and  email  them  to  electionsPsos.texas.gov  or  you  can  send  them  regular  mail  to  P.O.  Box 
12060,  Austin,  Texas,  78711. 

If  you  did  not  use  any  RID's  in  the  2018  general  election,  we  need  you  to  respond  to  this  email  and  tell  us  that  you  have 
none  to  send  us  for  that  election. 

Thank  you  for  your  help  on  this.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  my  assistant  Briana  at  512-463'2484. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  legal  advice  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos,texas.gov> 

Friday,  January  25,  2019  4:57  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA/VR  -  883)  —  Secretary  Whitley  Issues  Advisory  On  Voter 
Registration  List  Maintenance  Activity 


Dear  Election  Officials: 

As  you  may  kno\A/,  earlier  we  issued  Advisory  2019-02  -  Use  of  Non-U.S.  Citizen  Data  obtained  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety.  In  addition  to  this  advisory,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  issued  the  news  release  below. 

If  you  receive  any  requests  for  the  data  we  are  sending  you,  please  contact  your  county  attorney  to  seek  guidance  from 
the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  on  what  information  is  producible  under  a  public  information  request  with  respect  to 
this  data. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns. 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

wvvw.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BTTHE  TEXHiSSESRBmRYSFSTAW  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  taw  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved 


Having  trouble  viewing  this  email?  View  it  as  a  Web  oaoe. 


Texas  Secretary  of  State 


David  Whitley 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
January  25,  2019 


Contact:  Sam  Taylor 
STavlor@,sos.texas.  gov 

512-463-6116 
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Secretary  Whitley  Issues  Advisory  On  Voter  Registration  List  Maintenance  Activity 


"Integrity  and  efficiency  of  elections  in  Texas  require  accuracy  of  our  state's  voter  rolls" 

AUSTIN,  TX  -  Texas  Secretary  of  State  David  Whitley  today  issued  an  advisory  to  county  voter  registrars 
regarding  voter  registration  list  maintenance  activities,  which  include  identifying  any  non-U.  S.  citizens 
registered  to  vote  in  the  State  of  Texas.  For  the  past  year,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  has  worked 
closely  with  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety  (DPS)  to  evaluate  information  regarding  persons 
identified  to  not  be  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  voter  registration  list  maintenance  activity  is  being 
conducted  in  accordance  with  federal  and  state  law  to  ensure  that  only  qualified  voters  -  who  must  first 
and  foremost  be  U.S.  citizens  -  are  registered  to  vote  in  Texas  elections. 

Through  this  evaluation,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  discovered  that  a  total  of  approximately 
95,000  individuals  identified  by  DPS  as  non-U. S.  citizens  have  a  matching  voter  registration  record  in 
Texas,  approximately  58,000  of  whom  have  voted  in  one  or  more  Texas  elections.  Voting  in  an  election  in 
which  the  person  knows  he  or  she  is  not  eligible  to  vote  is  a  second-degree  felony  in  the  State  of  Texas. 
Upon  receipt  of  this  information,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  immediately  provided  the  data  in  its 
possession  to  the  Texas  Attorney  General's  office,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  has  no  statutory  enforcement 
authority  to  investigate  or  prosecute  alleged  illegal  activity  in  connection  with  an  election. 

Secretary  Whitley  issued  the  following  statement: 

"Integrity  and  efficiency  of  elections  in  Texas  require  accuracy  of  our  state's  voter  rolls,  and  my  office  is 
committed  to  using  all  available  tools  under  the  law  to  maintain  an  accurate  list  of  registered  voters.  Our 
agency  has  provided  extensive  training  opportunities  to  county  voter  registrars  so  that  they  can  properly 
perform  list  maintenance  activities  in  accordance  with  federal  and  state  law,  which  affords  every  registered 
voter  the  chance  to  submit  proof  of  eligibility.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  for 
providing  us  with  this  valuable  information  so  that  we  can  continue  to  guarantee  the  right  to  vote  for  all 
eligible  Texas  voters,  who  should  not  have  their  voices  muted  by  those  who  abuse  the  system." 

Going  forward,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  will  use  information  it  obtains  from  DPS  on  a 
monthly  basis  to  cross-reference  with  Texas'  statewide  voter  registration  database  and  match  potential 
non-U. S.  citizens  who  have  registered  to  vote.  Once  a  voter  registration  is  identified  as  a  match,  the  Texas 
Secretary  of  State's  office  will  notify  the  county  in  which  the  person  is  registered  so  that  the  county  voter 
registrar  can  take  action. 

The  following  combinations  of  matches  between  information  in  DPS -provided  data  and  the  statewide 
voter  registration  database  are  used  to  identify  possible  non-U.  S.  citizens  registered  to  vote: 

•  Last  Name,  First  Name,  and  Full  Social  Security  Number; 

•  Last  Name,  First  Name,  and  DPS-issued  Driver  License,  Personal  Identification  Card,  or  Election 
Identification  Certificate  Number;  or 

•  Last  Name,  First  Name,  Last  Four  Digits  of  Social  Security  Number,  and  Date  of  Birth 

If  a  registered  voter  is  identified  as  a  non-U.S.  citizen,  he  or  she  should  receive  a  Notice  of  Examination 
(PDFl  from  the  county  voter  registrar  indicating  that  his  or  her  registration  status  is  being  examined  on  the 
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grounds  that  he  or  she  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen.  The  registered  voter  will  then  be  required  to  provide  proof  of 
citizenship  in  order  to  stay  registered,  which  may  be  done  by  submitting  to  the  voter  registrar  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  following  documents: 

•  A  certified  copy  of  the  voter’s  birth  certificate 

•  United  States  passport;  or 

•  Certificate  of  naturalization  (Citizenship  certificate) 

If  the  person  responds  indicating  he  or  she  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen,  or  fails  to  respond  to  the  Notice  within  30 
days,  then  the  voter  registration  will  be  cancelled  by  the  county  voter  registrar.  County  voter  registrars 
have  been  provided  with  numerous  training  opportunities  to  ensure  that  list  maintenance  activities  are 
conducted  in  accordance  with  state  and  federal  law  so  as  to  not  affect  eligible  voters. 

Texas  voters  who  wish  to  check  their  registration  status  can  visit  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  "Am  I 
Registered?"  tool  online  or  contact  the  voter  registrar  In  their  county  of  registration. 

n  II  II 
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Alexy  Rios 


From; 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  February  01,  2019  11:47  AM 
Elections  Internet 

Mass  E-mail  (VR/EAA'-661)  -  Additional  information  pertaining  to  Advisory  2019-02 


Dear  Voter  Registrars/Election  Administrators- 

On  Friday,  we  issued  Advisory  No.  2019-02  related  to  your  requirement  to  conduct  list  maintenance  activities.  As  you 
know,  list  maintenance  activities  are  an  ongoing  process,  and  we  thank  you  for  your  collaboration  and  feedback  thus 
far.  The  data  we  provide  to  you  is  the  starting  point,  and  your  data  matches  should  be  reviewed  before  you  send  out 
any  Notices  of  Examination.  Many  of  you  have  begun  working  through  the  lists  to  determine  whether  or  not  you  should 
issue  a  Notice  of  Examination  to  registered  voters  who  were  matched  to  the  data  requested  from  DPS.  We  are  working 
with  DPS  as  part  of  our  ongoing  collaboration  between  the  state  and  the  counties  to  provide  additional  information  to 
assist  you  in  making  your  determinations.  After  speaking  to  a  number  of  counties,  we  wanted  to  share  some  of  the  tools 
and  resources  that  we  have  found  counties  are  using  to  help  identify  potential  matches  that  will  not  have  a  Notice  of 
Examination  issued. 

1.  Review  your  application  files:  Look  at  the  sources  you  have  for  the  current  or  previous  applications  (if 
available).  Any  application  electronically  transmitted  from  DPS  should  indicate  citizenship  was  verified  by  DPS  at 
the  time  the  voter  registration  application  was  submitted.  Some  county  voter  registrars  or  VDRs  participate  in 
naturalization  ceremonies  and  maintain  lists  of  naturalized  citizens  or  can  identify  which  applications  were 
completed  at  a  naturalization  ceremony.  Additionally,  a  voter  may  have  previously  been  issued  a  Notice  of 
Examination  for  citizenship  and  provided  such  documentation.  If  you  have  that  documentation  on  file,  you 
would  not  need  to  issue  a  new  Notice  of  Examination. 

2.  Look  to  other  entities  that  may  have  verified  citizenship.  As  a  reminder,  under  Section  16.033,  Texas  Election 
Code,  the  voter  registrar  has  the  right  to  use  any  lawful  means  to  investigate  whether  a  registered  voter  is 
currently  eligible  for  registration  in  the  county.  There  are  other  governmental  entities  in  or  around  your  county 
that  may  have  verified  citizenship.  Several  counties  have  informed  us  that  they  are  reaching  out  to  local 
immigration  offices  to  determine  whether  or  not  they  can  obtain  lists  from  these  sources. 

Please  note  a  person  may  provide  proof  of  citizenship  by  personal  delivery,  mail,  fax  or  scanned  attachment  sent  via 
email. 

In  addition,  several  counties  have  contacted  us  about  receiving  public  information  requests  pertaining  to  Advisory  2019- 
02  and  the  data  that  our  office  has  provided  to  counties  in  connection  with  that  advisory.  It  is  our  understanding  that 
the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  ("OAG")  believes  information  related  to  the  advisory,  including  data  provided  to  the 
counties  by  our  office  and  the  counties'  correspondence  with  voters,  may  constitute  law  enforcement  information 
excepted  from  disclosure  under  the  Public  Information  Act  (Texas  Government  Code  §  552.108).  Information  sought  in 
the  requests  may  relate  to  pending  or  reasonably  anticipated  litigation  involving  the  advisory  (Texas  Government  Code  § 
552.103).  If  you  receive  a  public  information  request,  please  contact  your  county  attorney  to  request  a  ruling  from  the 
OAG's  Open  Records  Division  and  to  notify  any  appropriate  third  parties  (including  the  OAG's  Public  Information 
Coordinator  at  publicrecords(;Soag.texas.gov)  so  that  these  parties  may  submit  their  own  arguments  regarding 
disclosure  to  protect  the  privacy  of  those  involved.  For  additional  questions  related  to  public  information  requests, 
please  contact  the  Open  Government  Section  of  the  OAG  at  (512)  478-6736  or  Toll  Free:  (877)  673-6839. 

Our  goal  in  this  process  is  two-fold:  (1)  Maintain  accurate  voter  registration  rolls  by  conducting  routine  list  maintenance 
activities  as  required  by  federal  law,  and  (2)  Ensure  that  eligible  voters  maintain  their  registration.  It  is  our  goal  to 
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provide  you  with  the  tools  necessary  to  meet  both  of  these  goals.  The  feedback  we  are  getting  from  you  regarding  your 
data  is  vital  to  this  process.  Like  many  other  election  and  voter  registration  activities,  we  are  working  together  on 
this.  We  thank  you  for  your  feedback  and  continue  to  welcome  any  further  feedback  so  that  we  can  work  together  to 
ensure  an  effective  and  efficient  process  of  maintaining  an  accurate  list  of  registered  voters  going  forward. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/mdex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


/I 

/  i? 


TOTETEXRS.GOV: 

POWERED  BY  THE  TEXAS  SECRETARY  mSTAn  | 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alex^Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  February  15,  2019  3:46  PM 

Mass  Email—  (EA/VR)  —  Additional  guidance  based  on  feedback  pertaining  to  Advisory 
2019-02 


Hello  everyone. 

Over  the  last  two  weeks,  we  have  continued  to  receive  feedback  from  you  on  Advisory  2019-02.  Based  on  this  feedback, 
we'd  like  to  offer  the  following  additional  guidance: 

1.  Weak  matches  don't  require  you  send  a  Notice  of  Examination:  As  we  stated  in  the  Advisory,  for  this  matching 
program,  we  used  our  STRONGEST  matching  criteria  (First  Name,  Last  Name  full  9  of  SSN;  First  Name,  Last 
Name,  Full  DL  number;  First  Name,  Last  Name,  Last  4  or  SSN  and  DOB),  but  we  have  instructed  you  to  treat 
them  like  WEAK  matches.  As  you  know,  by  treating  it  like  a  weak  match,  you  do  NOT  automatically  take  action 
on  it.  For  weak  matches,  you  have  the  authority  to  use  any  lawful  means  necessary  to  investigate.  After  you 
have  investigated,  if  you  do  not  feel  confident  sending  the  Notice  of  Examination  to  the  voter  in  question  you 
are  not  required  to  take  action  on  it. 

2.  Compare  dates  of  registration  to  dates  of  last  DPS  transaction:  If  a  registered  voter  in  your  county  has  an 
Effective  Date  of  Registration  (EDR)  BEFORE  the  date  of  the  voter's  last  (most  recent)  transaction  with  DPS 
during  which  the  individual  indicated  that  he  or  she  is  not  a  U.S.  citizen  and  provided  proof  of  lawful  presence, 
we  recommend  you  prioritize  those  matches  for  sending  notices  of  examination. 

3.  Reinstatement  Process:  If  you  choose  to  send  out  a  Notice  of  Examination  and  a  voter  is  subsequently 
cancelled  for  a  failure  to  respond  to  the  notice,  that  voter's  registration  will  be  cancelled,  if  the  voter  later 
appears  and  provides  proof  of  citizenship,  these  voters  MUST  be  reinstated.  Reinstatement  of  registration 
takes  effect  immediately. 

4.  Clerical  Errors  on  Application  Processing:  A  number  of  counties  have  informed  us  that  they  are  discovering 
their  own  errors  in  processing  applications.  Specifically,  a  voter  submitted  a  voter  registration  application, 
marked  "no"  on  the  US  Citizenship  question,  but  the  county  mistakenly  registered  that  voter.  For  these  voters, 
you  do  NOT  have  the  authority  to  cancel  them.  Despite  the  fact  the  error  was  made  when  the  application  was 
submitted,  these  are  now  registered  voters  and  have  the  rights  associated  with  being  a  registered  voter.  You 
would  need  to  send  the  Notice  of  Examination  to  these  voters  to  allow  them  the  opportunity  to  respond  and 
provide  proof  of  citizenship.  If  they  do  not  respond,  you  would  cancel  for  failure  to  respond. 

5.  Allowable  Documentation:  We've  had  a  number  of  questions  about  the  allowable  documentation.  Below  are 
the  issues  we've  been  asked  for  guidance  on: 

a.  Submission  of  documents:  Under  1.007  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  proof  of  citizenship  can  be  provided 
via  personal  delivery,  mail,  fax  or  email. 

b.  Types  of  documents:  Per  16.0332  of  the  Texas  Election  Code,  a  voter  must  respond  to  any  Notice  of 
Examination  sent  out  for  this  purpose  by  providing  a  certified  copy  of  a  vote's  birth  certificate,  US 
passport  or  passport  card,  or  citizenship  papers  or  any  other  form  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  A  copy  of  any  of  the  above  mentioned  documents  is  sufficient  to  provide  proof  of  citizenship. 

6.  Voter  requests  for  individual  data:  A  number  of  counties  have  told  us  that  voters  are  proactively  reaching  out 
to  the  counties  to  inquire  as  to  whether  or  not  they  have  been  identified  by  DPS  as  a  noncitizen  because  they 
want  to  proactively  provide  proof  of  citizenship,  if  necessary.  If  you  are  able  to  verify  that  the  inquiring 
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registered  voter  has  indeed  been  identified  as  a  noncitizen,  you  may  confirm  that  fact  to  the  registered  voter 
and  advise  the  voter  that  he  or  she  has  the  option  of: 

a.  Responding  to  a  Notice  of  Examination  letter  affirming  his  or  her  US  citizenship;  or 

b.  Providing  proof  of  US  citizenship  to  the  voter  registrar  in  person  or  by  mail,  fax  or  email 

Once  the  individual's  citizenship  has  been  verified  by  your  office,  you  should  mark  the  task  'RESOLVED'  and  no 
further  action  will  be  required. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  work  on  this  project  as  well  as  the  other  daily  voter  registration  work  that  you  do  so 
well.  We  are  determined  to  be  your  partners  in  this  work,  if  there  is  anything  that  we  can  do  or  that  you  think  we 
should  know,  please  feel  free  to  contact  us  directly. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  sos.state.tx.us  /  elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legat  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From:  Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Sent:  Friday,  February  22,  2019  3:09  PM 

Subject:  Mass  Email  —  (EA/VR)  —  Update  Regarding  Advisory  2019-02 


Hello  Everyone, 


This  email  is  to  update  you  on  the  progress  of  the  data  set  regarding  the  DPS  non-citizen  matches.  We  would 
like  to  thank  you  for  your  feedback  and  consultation  as  we  ensure  that  we  can  continue  to  provide  you  with 
the  best  possible  data  set  we  can  ascertain  at  the  state  level.  We  have  met  with  DPS  several  times  and  they 
have  given  us  a  list  that  omits  any  individuals  that  DPS  data  shows  is  a  U.S.  citizen. 

We  are  prepared  to  immediately  close  the  tasks  as  resolved  for  those  individuals  on  your  dashboard  for  which 
you  do  not  need  to  take  any  further  action.  We  are  in  the  process  of  closing  those  tasks,  and  they  should  all  be 
closed  by  Monday.  If  you  have  already  sent  a  notice  of  examination  to  those  individuals,  you  should  send  a 
letter  notifying  the  voter  that  you  are  no  longer  investigating  the  voter  and  they  do  not  need  to  respond  to  the 
notice.  If  the  voter  does  not  respond  to  the  notice,  the  voter  will  remain  registered  and  no  further  action 
needs  to  betaken. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  a  new  data  set,  please  let  us  know  and  it  will  be  provided  to  you. 


Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtinl 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alex^^io^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Monday,  February  25,  2019  5:07  PM 
Elections  Internet 

Additional  Information  Regarding  Advisory  2019-02 
Starr  County .xlsx 


Hello, 

We  have  closed  the  tasks  as  resolved  for  those  individuals  that  DPS  data  shows  is  a  U.S.  citizen,  in  our  efforts,  we  have 
identified  that  we  are  unable  to  close  tasks  on  your  dashboard  for  which  an  action  has  already  been  taken,  specifically 
those  tasks  for  which  a  notice  of  examination  was  generated. 

We  have  attached  for  your  review  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  individuals  in  your  county  for  whom  TEAM  indicates  a 
letter  was  generated  that  have  since  been  removed  from  the  potential  non-citizen  list.  If  you  have  already  sent  a  notice 
of  examination  to  these  individuals,  you  should  send  a  letter  notifying  the  voter  that  you  are  no  longer  investigating  the 
voter  and  they  do  not  need  to  respond  to  the  notice.  If  you  have  not  sent  the  notice  of  examination,  you  do  not  need  to 
do  so. 

For  the  voters  on  the  attached  list,  you  will  need  to  manually  close  the  tasks  for  these  individuals  on  your  dashboard  by 
marking  as  resolved.  Do  not  cancel  the  voter  registrations  for  any  of  these  voters.  If  you  have  cancelled  any  of  them, 
you  need  to  reinstate  the  registration  immediately. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW,  sos.state.  tx.us  /  elections/index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  thisemaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  eiection  matters  per  §31 .004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexj^io^ 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  March  04,  2019  12:05  PM 
Elections  Internet 

Mass  Email— VR/EA"Advisory  2019-03  -  Court  Orders  in  Pending  Litigation 
Order  2.27. 19.pdf;  Order  2.28.19.pdf 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


ELECTION  ADVISORY 

NO.  2019-03 


TO :  Voter  Registrars/Elections  Admini  strators 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  March  4,  2019 

RE:  Court  orders  in  pending  litigation  involving  non-citizen  list  maintenance  process 


We  are  writing  to  advise  you  of  developments  on  the  recently  initiated  non-citizen  list  maintenance  process.  As 
you  know,  lawsuits  challenging  this  process  were  filed  in  federal  courts  in  San  Antonio,  Corpus  Christi,  and 
Galveston  over  the  last  month.  These  lawsuits  were  recently  consolidated  into  one  case  before  Judge  Fred  Biery 
in  the  Western  District  of  Texas,  San  Amtonio  Division. 

On  February  27  and  February  28,  the  district  court  entered  the  attached  preliminary  orders.  The  district  court 
noted  the  “unanimity  among  the  parties,  counsel  and  the  Court  that  non-American  citizens  are  ineligible  to 
vote.”  And  the  district  court  acknowledged  that  the  non-citizen  list  maintenance  process  was  performed  in  good 
faith  to  carry  out  statutory  list  maintenance  duties.  At  the  same  time,  counties  should  pause  their  efforts  on  this 
list  maintenance  process  as  they  continue  to  review  the  now-refined  data  generated  from  the  DPS  database. 

In  this  case,  and  in  previous  cases  involving  voter  roll  maintenance,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  maintained  that 
he  lacks  the  power  to  order  counties  to  update  their  voter  rolls.  However,  pursuant  to  the  district  court’s 
February  27  order,  the  Secretary  of  State  advises  all  counties  “not  to  send  any  notice  of  examination  letters  nor 
remove  voters  from  registration  without  prior  approval  of  the  Court  with  a  conclusive  showing  that  the  person  is 
ineligible  to  vote.”  I  am  alerting  you  that  the  district  court  ordered  that,  in  relation  to  the  list  at  issue  in  Election 
Advisory  No.  2019-02,  local  officials  are  “not  to  remove  any  person  from  the  current  voter  registration  list  until 
authorized  by  this  Court.”  These  provisions  of  the  district  court’s  order  do  “not  prohibit  the  removal  of  any 
person  based  upon  information  independent  of  Advisory  2019-02,  such  as  death,  relocation  or  felony 
conviction,”  or  the  removal  of  any  persons  who  are  excused  or  disqualified  from  jury  service  because  of  non¬ 
citizen  status  or  persons  who  request  to  be  removed  from  the  rolls  because  of  their  lack  of  citizenship. 

Additionally,  to  the  extent  that  the  Secretary  of  State  provides  subsequent  lists  of  potential  non-citizen  matches 
on  a  monthly  basis,  this  office  advises  all  counties  “not  to  send  notice  of  examination  letters  nor  remove  voters 
from  registration  without  prior  approval  of  the  Court,”  as  indicated  in  the  district  court’s  February  27  order. 
Again,  this  “does  not  prohibit  the  removal  of  any  person  based  upon  infomiation  independent  of  Advisory 
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2019-02,  such  as  death,  relocation  or  felony  conviction,”  or  the  removal  of  any  persons  who  are  excused  or 
disqualified  from  jury  service  because  of  non-citizen  status  or  persons  who  request  to  be  removed  from  the  rolls 
because  of  their  lack  of  citizenship. 

Please  also  note  that  the  district  court’s  order  allows  local  officials  to  “continue  to  find  out  if  in  fact  someone  is 
registered  who  is  not  a  citizen,  so  long  as  it  is  done  without  communicating  directly  with  any  particular 
individual  on  the  list.”  Pursuant  to  the  district  court’s  order,  if  voters  “initiate  the  contact  with  a  county  elections 
administrator,”  you  may  communicate  directly  with  these  individuals. 

As  we  learn  more,  we  will  update  you. 

Sincerely, 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit; 


¥OTETEKAS.GOV 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per 
§31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review 
the  law  yourself  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  TEXAS 
SAN  ANTONIO  DIVISION 


FILED 


FEB  27  ZOW 


TEXAS  LEAGUE  OF  UNITED  LATIN 
AMERICAN  CITIZENS,  ET  AL., 


Plaintiffs, 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


V. 


CIVIL  ACTION  NO.  SA-19-CA-074-FB 


DAVID  WHITLEY,  in  his  Official  Capacity  ) 
as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  State  of  Texas;  ) 

ETAL.,  ) 

) 

Defendants.  ) 

ORDER 

Before  the  Court  are  a  number  of  preliminary  issues  related  to  protecting  the  integrity  of  the 
election  process  and  ensuring  the  Equal  Protection  of  the  laws  for  all  Texans.  There  is  unanimity 
among  the  parties,  counsel  and  the  Court  that  non- American  citizens  are  ineligible  to  vote. 

The  evidence  has  shown  in  a  hearing  before  this  Court  that  there  is  no  widespread  voter  fraud. 
The  challenge  is  how  to  ferret  the  infinitesimal  needles  out  of  the  haystack  of  15  million  Texas  voters. 
The  Secretary  of  State  through  his  dedicated  employees,  beginning  in  February  20 1 8,  made  agood  faith 
effort  to  transition  from  a  passive  process  of  finding  ineligible  voters  through  the  jury  selection  system 
in  each  county  to  a  proactive  process  using  tens  of  thousands  of  Department  of  Public  Safety  driver 
license  records  matched  with  voter  registration  records.  Notwithstanding  good  intentions,  the  road  to 
a  solution  was  inherently  paved  with  flawed  results,  meaning  perfectly  legal  naturalized  Americans 
were  burdened  with  what  the  Court  finds  to  be  ham-handed  and  threatening  correspondence  from  the 
state  which  did  not  politely  ask  for  information  but  rather  exemplifies  the  power  of  government  to  strike 
fear  and  anxiety  and  to  intimidate  the  least  powerful  among  us.‘  See  Attachment  A  (TX-LULAC 

^Boustani  v.  Blackwell.  460  F.  Sapp.  2d  822,  827  (N.D.  Ohio  2006)  (Boyko,  J.)  (“This  Court  has  personally 
presided  over  numerous  naturalization  ceremonies  and  has  witnessed  firsthand  the  joy  of  these  new  Americans  and 
their  intense  desire  to  participate  in  this  nation’s  democratic  process.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  second-class  citizen 
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Exhibit  4).  No  native  bom  Americans  were  subjected  to  such  treatment.  See  U.S.  CONST,  amend  XIV , 
§  1  (“[N]or  shall  any  State  . . .  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws.”).  Out  of 98,000  new  American  voters  on  the  list,  thus  far  approximately  80  have  been  identified 
as  being  ineligible  to  vote.^  Almost  immediately  upon  sending  the  list,  the  government  had  an  “oops” 
moment,  realizing  that  25,000  names  should  not  have  been  included.  It  appears  this  is  a  solution 
looking  for  a  problem.  Indeed,  Secretary  of  State  Whitley  has  accepted  responsibility  and  apologized 
for  the  failure  to  seek  confirmation  of  the  accuracy,  appropriateness,  competency  and  due  diligence  of 
the  process  before  the  rollout.  Though  promising  more  transparency,  the  Secretary  has  resisted 
plaintiffs’  legal  concerns  as  opposed  to  entering  into  an  agreed  solution  precluding  further  fear  and 
intimidation.  See  Attachment  B  (TX-LULAC  Exhibit  54);  see  also  United  States  v.  Florida,  870  F. 
Supp.  2d  1346,  1347,  1348  (N.D,  Fla.  2012)  (Hinkle,  J.)  (explaining  that  Florida  election  officials 
identified  only  “a  small  number”  of  ineligible  voters  from  Secretary  of  State’s  list  of  “180,000 
registered  voters  who  he  said  might  be  noncitizens”).^  The  Florida  program,  similar  in  nature  to  T exas, 
was  ultimately  abandoned  by  the  state.  Florida,  870  F.  Supp.  2d  at  1350-51.  Here,  for  the  local 
officials  responsible  for  implementing  the  program,  it  was  not  a  Henry  David  Thoreau  moment 


or  a  second-class  American.  Frankly,  without  naturalized  citizens,  there  would  be  no  America.  It  is  shameful  to 
imagine  that  this  statute  is  an  example  of  how  the  State  of  Ohio  says  thank  you  to  those  who  helped  build  this 
country.”).  I  concur.  (Biery,  J.). 

^The  Bard  might  say  this  is  much  ado  about  nothing.  William  Shakespeare,  Much  Ado  About 
Nothing,  act  3,  sc.l.  On  the  other  hand,  for  the  people  who  perceive  discriminatory  impact,  it  is  much  ado  about 
their  constitutionally  protected  rights. 

^As  plaintiffs’  counsel  stated  at  the  preliminary  injunction  hearing,  “[o]n  the  Florida  case, . . .  they  started  at 
1 80,000  identified  voters  in  that  state,  and  by  the  time  they  went  through  all  the  sifting,  they  ended  up  with  85" 
people  who  were  ineligible  to  vote.  {Docket  no.  57,  at  page  52,  lines  12-20);  see  also  Editor 's  Note  on  Nov.  12, 

2018  to  Story  Published  in  May  2012,  https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local  (last  visited  Feb.  26, 20 1 9)  (explaining 
that  Florida  election  documents  show  that  initial  list  of  180,000  names  was  whittled  to  only  85  ineligible  voters), 
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(“Simplify,  simplify.”).'*  Rather,  the  Court  heard  compelling  evidence  concerning  confusing  and 
contradictory  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

While  the  Court  awaits  proposed  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  regarding  the 
preliminary  injunction  issues,  the  Court  is  prepared  to  address  some  issues. 

Defendants  Whitley  and  Paxton  have  moved  to  dismiss,  alleging  the  Court  has  no  jurisdiction 
and  plaintiffs  have  failed  to  state  a  claim.  To  the  extent  defendants  rely  upon  state  statutes  in  support 
of  the  jurisdictional  motion,  the  Court  holds  that  the  United  States  Constitution  trumps  state  law  in 
appropriate  circumstances,  this  being  one.  Moreover,  given  the  highly  credible  evidence  presented  by 
plaintiffs,  the  Court  finds  overwhelmingly  that  claims  for  relief  have  been  properly  stated.  Accordingly, 
defendants’  motion  to  dismiss  (docket  no.  20)  is  DENIED. 

Plaintiffs  have  also  sued  Attorney  General  Paxton,  whose  only  involvement  shown  thus  far  is 
a  press  release,  which  the  Court  finds  arguably  vituperative  in  tone  but  nevertheless  states  the  Attorney 
General’s  authority  and,  therefore,  without  further  proof  is  within  his  First  Amendment  right  to  free 
speech.  See  Attachment  C  (TX-LULAC  Exhibit  3).  Clearly,  this  statement  is  not  yelling  fire  in  a 
crowded  theater  and  therefore  not  subject  to  being  censured.^  While  the  Court  would  prefer  that  political 
rhetoric  be  newtralized  to  more  civil  discourse.  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  bestows  no  power  on  the 
federal  judiciary  to  make  wishes  come  true.  Accordingly,  plaintiffs’  request  for  relief  regarding  the 
press  release  is  DENIED. 

The  Court  awaits  final  advice  from  the  individual  counties  which  are  parties  concerning  whether 
they  Avill  agree  to  pause  the  process,  particularly  not  sending  any  notice  of  examination  letters  without 

''henry  D.  Thoreau,  Walden  91  (J.  Lyndon  Shanley  ed.,  Princeton  Univ.  Press  1971)  (1854). 

^As  Justice  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  Jr.  stated  in  Schenckv.  United  States,  249  U.S.  47, 52  (1919):  “The 
most  stringent  protection  of  free  speech  would  not  protect  a  man  in  felsely  shouting  fire  in  a  theatre  and  causing  a 
panic.” 
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prior  approval  of  the  Court.  Local  officials  can  continue  to  find  out  if  in  fact  someone  is  registered  who 
is  not  a  citizen,  so  long  as  it  is  done  without  communicating  directly  with  any  particular  individual  on 
the  list.  In  addition,  local  officials  are  ORDERED  not  to  remove  any  person  from  the  current  voter 
registration  list  until  authorized  by  this  Court.  As  to  the  first  rollout  of  98,000,  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  ORDERED  to  tell  other  counties  which  are  not  parties  to  this  litigation,  or  party  counties  which  will 
not  agree  to  a  pause,  not  to  send  any  notice  of  examination  letters  nor  remove  voters  fi-om  registration 
without  prior  approval  of  the  Court  with  a  conclusive  showing  that  the  person  is  ineligible  to  vote. 

With  reference  to  the  new  lists  being  prepared  based  on  contemporaneous  applications  for  driver 
licenses  and  applications  to  register  to  vote,  the  Secretary  of  State  may  proceed  with  the  monthly 
rollouts.  However,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  affirmatively  ORDERED  to  advise  and  direct  local  voting 
officials  not  to  send  notice  of  examination  letters  nor  remove  voters  from  registration  without  prior 
approval  of  the  Court. 

The  Court  further  finds  and  concludes  the  Secretary  of  State,  though  perhaps  unintentionally, 
created  this  mess.  As  Robert  Fulghum  taught  in  All  I  Really  Need  to  Know  I  Learned  in  Kindergarten, 
“always  put  things  back  where  we  found  them  and  clean[]  up  our  own  messes.”  Robert  Fulghum, 
All  I  Really  Need  to  Know  I  learned  in  Kindergarten:  Uncommon  Thoughts  on  Common 
Things  (Villard  Books  1986). 


IT  IS  SO  ORDERED. 


SIGNED  this  day  of  F ebruary,  2019, 
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Alexy  Rios 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Sensitivity: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Thursday,  March  07,  2019  2:11  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--CC/EA— 27  counties  (50)— Reasonable  impediment  declarations 
Personal 


Hello  Everyone, 

I  am  writing  to  you  twenty-seven  counties  because  we  have  not  yet  received  copies  of  your  reasonable  impediment 
declarations  from  the  2018  general  election.  Please  scan  those  and  send  them  to  election$@sos.texas.gov  as  soon  as 
possible. 

If  you  did  not  have  any  reasonable  impediment  declarations,  then  simply  respond  to  this  email  by  saying  that  you  didn't 
receive  any. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  assistance  in  this  matter. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/uidex.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  personal  legal  advice  to  you  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are 
involved. 
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FILED 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  TEXAS 
SAN  ANTONIO  DIVISION 


FEB  2  8  2019 


TEXAS  LEAGUE  OF  UNITED  LATIN 
AMERICAN  CITIZENS,  ET  AL., 


V. 


Plaintiffs 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


CIVIL  ACTION  NO.  SA-19-CA-074-FB 


DAVID  WHITLEY,  in  his  Official  Capacity  ) 
as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  State  of  Texas;  ) 
ET  AL.,  ) 


) 

) 

) 


Defendants. 


ORDER  REGARDING  .JOINT  ADVISORY  FROM  COUNTY  DEFENDANTS 

The  county  defendants  seek  clarification  of  the  Order  (docket  no.  61)  issued  on  February  27, 
2018.  (Docket  no.  62).  As  noted  in  the  advisory,  “all  Texas  counties  routinely  receive  information 
from  a  variety  of  sources  (including  the  Secretary  of  State)  regarding  voters  who  are  deceased,  have 
moved  to  another  county  or  state,  are  convicted  of  a  felony,  or  are  not  citizens.”  Id.  at  page  2.  The 
county  defendants  inquire  whether  “the  Court’s  Order  to  not  remove  any  voter  based  on  information 
received  from  Advisory  2019-02  ...  is  broad  enough  to  prohibit  the  removal  of ‘any  person  from  the 
current  voter  registration  list  until  authorized  by  this  Court,’  for  any  reason,  based  upon  information 
independent  of  Advisory  2019-02.”  Id.  The  Court’s  Order  is  limited  to  the  removal  of  any  person  from 
the  current  voter  registration  list  based  on  non-citizenship  and  does  not  prohibit  the  removal  of  any 
person  based  upon  information  independent  of  Advisory  2019-02,  such  as  death,  relocation  or  felony 
conviction. 

The  county  defendants  also  advise  “the  Court  that  they  may  be  unable  to  avoid  communicating 
directly  ‘with  any  particular  individual  on  the  list’  should  those  voters  initiate  the  contact  with  a  county 
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elections  administrator.  However,  the  county  defendants  advise  the  Court  that  they  will  not  initiate  such 
contact.”  Id.  This  is  acceptable  to  the  Court. 

The  advisory  also  brings  to  the  Court’s  attention  that  the  Garibay  plaintiffs’  motion  for  leave 
to  file  a  second  amended  complaint,  which  seeks  to  add  as  defendants  Angelina  County,  Bandera 
County,  Blanco  County,  Bosque  County,  Brazos  County,  Gregg  County,  Kerr  County,  Victoria  County 
and  Willacy  County,  is  pending.  It  is  due  to  an  administrative  oversight  that  these  counties  are  not 
properly  before  the  Court  at  this  time.  Accordingly,  an  order  granting  the  motion  shall  be  issued 
simultaneously  with  this  response  to  the  joint  advisory. 

It  is  so  ORDERED. 

SIGNED  this  .  day  of  February,  2019. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  March  11,  2019  4:30  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (EA/VR)  —  Notice  To  Counties  Regarding  Test  Data  In  TEAM 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


Dear  County  Officials, 

We  would  like  to  inform  you  that  your  office  may  have  received  some  list  maintenance  files  this  morning  in  error.  These 
files  should  not  have  been  sent  to  your  county.  Working  through  our  vendor,  we  were  in  the  process  of  running  data  in 
our  test  environment;  however,  due  to  a  technical  error,  it  inadvertently  got  pushed  out  into  production. 

For  online  counties,  the  dashboard  activities  related  to  these  files  were  immediately  removed.  For  offline  counties 
receiving  a  voter  export  file,  we  ask  that  you  completely  disregard  the  file.  Please  do  not  move  forward  in  working  with 
that  data  at  this  time. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  our  office  at  {512)262-8683  or  at 
Elections@sos.texas.gov. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

WWW,  SOS,  state,  tx.us  /  elections  /  index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 
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The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  March  15,  2019  11:32  AM 

MASS  EMAIL—  (EAA^R/CJ  1139)  —  Election  Security  Assessment  Guidance 
Joint  Letter  to  County  Elections  Administrators_8.29,18.pdf;  Shared  Services  ILC  - 
TEMPLATE.PDF;  MSS  Terms  and  Conditions  -  TEMPLATE.PDF;  ESA  SPP  -  TEMPLATE.pdf 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


County  Election  Officials, 

As  you  may  be  aw/are,  Texas  received  funding  from  the  US  Election  Assistance  Commission  ("EAC")  as  a  result  of  the 
2018  Help  America  Vote  Act  ("HAVA")  Security  Funding,  As  we  announced  in  the  attached  joint  letter  in  August  of  2018, 
the  Texas  Secretary  of  State  ("SOS")  has  partnered  with  the  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources  ("DIR")  to 
provide  an  Election  Security  Assessment  ("ESA")  program  through  DIR's  Shared  Technology  Services,  Managed  Security 
Services  ("MSS").  DIR  has  contracted  with  AT&T  as  its  MSS  vendor,  who  has  partnered  with  CyberDefensesforthe  ESA 
project.  The  ESA  is  designed  to  provide  recommendations  to  improve  the  security  of  the  election  process  at  the  county 
level  through  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  procedures,  technology  and  affected  staff. 

To  the  counties  that  have  already  participated,  we  want  to  say  --  Thank  You.  These  counties  have  provided  extremely 
helpful  and  positive  feedback.  For  those  that  have  not  yet  executed  the  necessary  documents  to  schedule  an 
assessment,  I  want  to  take  a  few  moments  to  provide  a  general  overview  of  this  important  program  and  encourage  your 
county's  participation. 

How  to  participate: 

First  and  foremost,  if  you  haven't  already  been  contacted  by  AT&T  or  if  you  have  been  contacted  and  wish  to  proceed 
with  an  assessment,  please  reach  out  to  Gene  Moore -AT&T  -  gm4738(5)att.com.  214-794-3149.  Gene  will  gather  the 
information  needed  to  move  to  the  next  step,  and  will  be  your  contact  person  during  the  preparation  phase  of  the 
assessment. 

To  participate  in  the  project,  there  are  three  contractual  components: 

1.  Interlocal  Conlracl  ("ILC")  fur  Siiared  Technology  Services  between  the  county  and  DIR,  which  requires  a  signature, 
along  with  Terms  and  Conditions  for  Managed  Security  Services.  This  allows  the  counties  to  participate  in  the 
Shared  Technology  Services  MSS  Program. 

2.  Solutions  Proposal  Package  ("SPP"),  which  is  similar  to  a  scope  of  work  and  contains  responsibilities  for  both 
parties.  The  SPP  has  been  pre-negotiated  by  DIR,  SOS,  and  AT&T.  No  changes  can  be  made  to  the  SPP  without  SOS 
approval  and  will  only  be  considered  on  a  very  limited  basis. 

3.  Certifications  required  by  SOS: 

•  The  county  has  identified  a  Single  Point  of  Contact  ("SPOC")  who  will  be  responsible  for  coordinating  the  ESA 
effort  with  county  staff,  including  election  management,  voter  registration,  IT,  and  other  affected  staff. 

•  The  agreement/project  has  been  approved  by  Commissioners  Court,  or  the  project  does  not  require 
Commissioners  Court  approval  and  the  SPOC  is  authorized  to  sign. 

•  The  county  accepts  the  SPP  without  changes  or  accepts  the  SPP  with  changes  if  agreed  to  by  SOS  and  DIR. 

County  approval: 
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We  recognize  counties  operate  differentiy,  and  we  want  to  make  sure  the  engagement  is  authorized  through  the 
appropriate  channels  within  the  county  while  making  the  process  as  simple  as  possible.  For  example,  we  don't  want  you 
to  have  to  go  before  Commissioners  Court  more  than  once  to  obtain  the  necessary  approvals  for  all  documents 
pertaining  to  this  project.  To  that  end,  I've  attached  generic  (template)  copies  of  the  ILC,  Terms  and  Conditions,  and  the 
SPP  for  you  and  stakeholders  within  your  county  to  review  and  present  to  Commissioners  Court,  preferably  at  the  same 
time.  Official  documents  with  the  county's  name  on  it  will  come  at  various  stages  in  the  process  (more  on  that  below). 

We  recommend  Commissioners  Court  be  advised  of  the  following: 

The  ESA  is  being  funded  with  the  2018  HAVA  Election  Security  Grant  Funds  authorized  under  Title  I,  Section  101  of  the 
Help  America  Vote  Act  of  2002,  which  will  be  paid  by  SOS  to  DIR  on  the  county's  behalf.  Costs  within  the  project's 
scope  have  been  pre-negotiated.  The  county  WILL  NOT  be  invoiced. 

A  Single  Point  of  Contact  will  need  to  be  designated  who  will  be  responsible  for  coordinating  the  ESA  effort  with 
county  staff,  including  election  management,  voter  registration,  IT,  and  other  affected  staff.  It  would  also  be 
beneficial  for  the  SPOC  to  have  some  decision-making  and  signature  authority.  For  instance,  the  ILC  and  Terms  and 
Conditions  with  the  county's  name  can  be  made  available  at  the  Commissioners  Court  meeting  if  coordinated  with 
AT&T;  however,  the  SPP  will  not  be  available  until  the  County  is  "on-boarded"  into  the  MSS  program  (approx.  5  days 
after  returning  the  signed  ILC).  Therefore,  it  would  be  beneficial  for  the  SPOC  to  have  signature  authority  to  avoid 
having  to  go  back  to  Commissioners  Court  for  SPP  approval.  Since  the  SPP  template  attached  to  this  email  will  be 
the  same,  less  the  county  name,  our  hope  is  that  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  Commissioners  Court  to  sign  off  on  and 
give  the  SPOC  the  authority  to  officially  approve  it  once  the  county  has  been  "on-boarded"  into  the  MSS 
program.  In  addition,  a  Project  Acceptance  Letter  (PAL)  will  have  to  be  approved  at  the  end  of  the  project  stating 
that  the  county  has  received  the  assessment  report  and  acknowledges  that  the  project  can  close. 

The  areas  that  will  be  reviewed  include  the  voter  registration  (VR)  system,  VR  application  storage,  staff  security 
knowledge,  election  devices,  ballot  creation  process  and  tools,  election  results  publication  and  tools,  non-connected 
network  and  systems,  general  computer/endpoints,  security  devices,  internet  connected  election  network,  network 
access,  vulnerability  detection,  management  tools,  maintenance  and  remote  support,  threat  intelligence,  social 
engineering,  external  web-site  vulnerability  testing,  third-party  risk  assessments,  and  cyber  security  capability. 

The  following  deliverables  are  provided  as  the  output  of  the  ESA  to  the  county: 

Election  Security  Assessment  Scorecard 
Election  Security  Assessment  Report 

The  deliverables  will  be  encrypted  and  made  available  through  a  restricted  access  server.  The  information  will  be 
presented  to  the  county  in  a  final  "closeout"  presentation  by  Cyberdefenses  and  AT&T.  We  suggest  the  counties 
only  invite  critical  personnel  for  this  review  as  the  information  may  be  sensitive  in  nature.  In  addition,  to  the  extent 
that  you  receive  public  information  requests  for  any  of  the  deliverables,  this  information  is  protected  from  public 

■  disclosure  under  Section  552.139  of  the  Texas  Government  Code. 

AT&T  and  Cyberdefenses  have  vast  experience  in  this  field  and  understand  the  sensitivity  and  complexity  of  this 
endeavor.  They  will  work  with  the  county  to  determine  the  appropriate  schedule  as  to  not  disrupt  county 
operations,  and  all  findings  will  remain  completely  confidential.  For  questions  regarding  the  assessment  process, 
please  contact  Elections{S)cvberdefenses.com. 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  your  participation  in  this  vital  program.  As  DIR  and  its  partners  provide  SOS 
with  aggregate  information,  SOS  will  move  onto  phase  two  of  the  project,  which  will  be  remediation.  In  other  words, 
the  quicker  we  can  complete  the  assessments,  the  quicker  we  can  evaluate  the  use  of  grant  funds  for  security 
enhancements  at  the  county  level. 
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Lastly,  if  you  or  any  of  the  county  stakeholders  have  any  questions  or  concerns,  please  feel  free  to  contact  our  office.  I 
am  always  available  and  Dan  Glotzer,  our  Election  Funds  Manager,  is  helping  to  coordinate  this  project  with  DIR  and 
AT&T.  He  can  be  reached  at  dglotzer(5)sos.texas.gov.  512-463-9861. 

Sincerely, 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


VQTETEXIIS.GOV 

POIWERED  BY  THE  wm  SECRETARY  Of  STATE 


I 

r 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per 
§31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review 
the  law  yourself ,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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TexflS  DeCcfimertoT  lnfornvu:;or  Resoui'ce-s 


August  29,  2018 


Dear  County  Elections  Administrator: 

First,  we  would  like  to  thank  you  and  your  colleagues  for  your  tireless  work  to  uphold  the  integrity  and  security 
of  elections  in  the  State  of  Texas.  As  part  of  our  shared  commitment  to  enhancing  election  infrastructure 
security,  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State’s  office  (SOS)  and  the  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources  (DIR) 
have  partnered  to  offer  election  security  assessments  to  all  254  Texas  counties  using  funds  from  our  state’s 
share  of  the  2018  Help  America  Vote  Act  (HAVA)  grant  disbursement.  As  you  are  aware,  DIR  has  executed  a 
contract  with  AT&T  to  provide  county  security  assessments,  at  no  cost  to  your  county,  through  the  agency’s 
Managed  Security  Services  (MSS)  program.  Last  week,  you  received  an  e-mail  from  the  SOS  Director  of 
Elections  with  instructions  on  how  to  initiate  your  county’s  assessment. 

With  the  November  election  swiftly  approaching,  we  urge  you  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  free  election 
security  assessment  service  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  you,  your  fellow  election  officials,  and  county  leadership 
can  have  a  detailed  roadmap  for  the  security  enhancements  your  office  may  need  to  ensure  the  continued 
integrity  of  your  elections  infrastructure  -  enhancements  that  can  be  subsidized  using  funds  from  the  2018 
HAVA  disbursement.  As  each  county’s  assessment  may  take  4-8  weeks,  depending  on  the  size  of  your  county, 
we  strongly  encourage  you  to  initiate  the  process  now  by  e-mailing  ElecAssessment@sos.texas.gov  and 
following  proper  county  procedures  (gaining  approval  from  your  commissioners  court)  to  authorize 
participation  in  the  program. 

After  indicating  your  desire  to  participate,  you  must  designate  an  official  to  serve  as  the  county’s  liaison  on  all 
matters  relating  to  the  program  and  be  prepared  to  execute  documents  with  DIR  and  AT&T  regarding  the 
assessment.  We  have  enclosed  copies  of  the  Interlocal  Contract  (ILC)  Template,  MSS  Contract  Template,  and 
Addendum  to  the  ILC  for  your  review.  Should  you  have  any  questions  on  these  documents,  please  contact 
DIRSharedServices@dir.texas.gov  at  DIR. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  commitment  to  strengthening  the  security  of  our  slate’s  elections,  and  we  look 
forward  to  working  with  you  to  ensure  Texas  voters  can  continue  to  cast  their  ballots  with  confidence  in  201 8 
and  beyond. 


Sincerely, 


Stacey  Napier 

Executive  Director,  Texas  Department  of  Information  Resources 


Rolando  B.  Pablos 
Texas  Secretary  of  State 


Enel;  Interlocal  Contract  Template,  Managed  Security  Services  Contract  Template,  Addendum  to  ILC 
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MANAGED  SECURITY  SERVICES  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS 


This  agreement  is  part  of  and  incorporated  within  the  Interagency/Interlocal  Contract  (“Contract”)  that 
has  been  entered  into  by  the  contracting  parties.  DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  that  this 
Contract  is  with  DIR  and,  therefore,  DIR  Customer  does  not  have  privity  of  contract  with  the  SCPs. 

Capitalized  terms  not  defined  herein  shall  have  the  meaning  set  forth  in  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contract. 

DIR  Customer  agrees  to  the  following  conditions  for  receiving  Managed  Security  Services; 

1.  Conditions  for  Providing  Security  Services 

1.1  Access 

DIR  and/or  Service  Component  Provider  (SCP)  shall  use  the  Internet  for  primary  access  to  DIR 
Customer’s  systems  unless  otherwise  noted  and  agreed  upon.  DIR  Customer  shall  not  employ  special 
access  restrictions  against  DIR  and/or  Service  Component  Provider  that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  rest  of 
the  public  network  over  the  course  of  regular  business! 

1.2  Network  Control 

DIR  Customer  must  inform  DIR  if  DIR  Customer  does  not  control  its  network  access  and/or  its  Internet 
service  is  provided  via  a  third  party.  DIR  Ciistohier  is  responsible  for  obtaining  all  necessary  approvals. 
DIR  Customer  shall  provide  all  necessary  contact  information  for  the  third  parties  that  control  its  network 
access,  internet  service,  and/or  web  applications.  DIR  Customer’s  emergency  contact  list  shall  include 
primary  and  secondary  staff  capable  of  administering  DIR  Customer  computer  systems  specific  to  the 
type  of  services  being  requested  or  required 

1.3  Disclosure  of  Objectionable  Material 

In  conducting  the  services  authorized  by  DIR  Customer,  DIR  may  inadvertently  uncover  obscene, 
excessively  violent,  harassing,  or  otherwise  objectionable  material  that  may  violate  State  or  Federal 
law,  including  material  that  may  infringe  the  intellectual  property  of  a  third  party  on  DIR  Customer 
devices  or  networks.  DIR  shall  notify  DIR  Customer’s  Executive  Director  or  highest  level  executive  of 
the  existence  of  all  such  objectionable  and/or  potentially  illicit  material  so  that  DIR  Customer  may  deal 
with  the  objectionable  and/or  potentially  illicit  material  as  it  deems  appropriate. 

If  DIR  accesses  child  pornography,  as  defined  in  the  Child  Sexual  Exploitation  and  Pornography  Act, 
18  U.S.C.,  Chapter  110,  in  conducting  approved  Services,  DIR  shall  report  such  to  DIR  Customer’s 
Executive  Director  or  highest  level  executive  and  an  appropriate  law  enforcement  agency  and  provide 
the  law  enforcement  agency  access  to  the  visual  depictions  of  child  pornography. 

If  DIR  accesses  information  that  they  perceive  as  a  serious  threat  to  human  life  or  safety  in  conducting 
the  approved  Services,  DIR  shall  report  such  threat  to  an  appropriate  law  enforcement  agency  and  DIR 
Customer’s  Executive  Director  or  highest-level  executive. 

1.4  No  Warranties  and  Limitation  of  Liability 

DIR  makes  no  representation  or  warranty  that  its  security  services  will  disclose,  identify,  or  prevent  all 
vulnerabilities.  DIR  hereby  disclaims  all  warranties,  both  express  and  implied,  including  without 
limitation,  the  implied  warranties  of  merchantability  and  fitness  for  a  particular  purpose.  In  no  event 
shall  DIR  be  liable  for  damages  of  any  kind  or  nature  that  may  arise  from  the  services  provided  by  DIR 
or  DlR's  Service  Component  Provider  or  Service  Provider. 
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1.5  Service  interruption 

DIR  will  endeavor  not  to  disrupt  DIR  Customer’s  services  and  to  adhere  to  best  practices  for  all  work 
performed.  However,  tools  or  services  may  affect  the  serviceability  of  poorly  configured  or 
overextended  systems  or  services.  It  is  possible  that  control  of  DIR  Customer’s  system  may  be  lost. 
For  any  testing  that  DIR  may  be  conducting,  DIR  endeavors  to  use  the  safest  methods  to  compromise 
DIR  Customer’s  systems;  however,  DIR  Customer  should  be  prepared  to  restore  a  damaged  system 
from  a  recent,  acceptable  backup  within  an  acceptable  time  as  determined  by  DIR  Customer.  During 
any  testing  DIR  may  conduct,  DIR  will  NOT  conduct  any  deliberate  Denial-of-Service  attack.  DIR 
Customer  agrees  not  to  hold  DIR  liable  in  the  event  of  any  service  interruption{s)  that  may  arise  as  a 
result  of  performance  of  any  Services.  If  either  party  becomes  aware  of  a  service  interruption,  that  party 
will  notify  the  other  party’s  emergency  contact. 

1.6  Termination  of  Services 

If  DIR  Customer  terminates  certain  Services,  that  it  requested  and  approved,  for  convenience,  DIR 
Customer  shall  pay  the  remaining  requisite  unrecovered  costs  that  have  already  been  incurred  prior  to 
the  notice  of  termination,  such  unrecovered  costs  will  be  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  relevant  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contract,  SMM,  or  other  DIR  Customer  approved  terms.  DIR  Customer  understands 
that  it  may  not  be  able  to  terminate  services  or  receive  any  refund  of  a  pre-payment  after  approving  the 
relevant  financial  solution. 

2.  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  Responsibilities 

2.1  DIR  Customer  agrees  as  followssio  the  extent  assessment  Services  are  requested 
or  required:  ■  \  ■ 

a)  DIR  Customer  responses  to  information  requests  and  artifacts  gathering  pertinent  to  this  security 
and  risk  assessment  will  be  timely; 

b)  The  artifacts  data  are  reasonably  available  via  interviews  and  documents  review; 

c)  DIR  Customer  will  make  available  the  necessary  Subject  Matter  Expert  (SME)  with  required 
expertise  to  work  with  the  SCP  Assessment  Team  and  will  remain  available  thru  the  duration  of 
the  as§essm^^^^^ 

d)  DIR  Customer  SME  will  be  available  when  required  for  interaction  with  the  SCP  Assessment 
Team  and  that  all,  the  interviews  will  be  conducted  over  the  number  of  consecutive  days  as 
established  during  the  project  planning  and  scheduling  phase; 

e)  DIR  Customer  is  responsible  for  the  coordination  and  scheduling  of  resources  and  providing 
meeting  facilities  as  necessary; 

f)  Deliverables  will  be  complete  when  DIR  Customer  has  approved  in  writing  that  the  deliverable 
meets  the  acceptance  criteria; 

g)  All  document  deliverables  must  be  in  formats  (hard  copy  and/or  electronic)  as  specified  by  DIR 
Customer.  At  a  minimum,  the  formats  must  be  in  industry-accepted  standards  (e.g.,  MS  Word, 
MS  PowerPoint  MS  Project); 

h)  DIR  Customer  will  assist  with  meeting  coordination  for  meetings  between  DIR  Customer  Key 
Personnel  and  DIR  and  the  Service  Provider  and  other  staff  to  gather  requirements  and  other 
activities; 

i)  DIR  may  receive  final  copies  of  reports  if  DIR  is  paying  for  the  assessment. 
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2.2  Penetration  Testing 


2.2.1  DIR  Customer  agrees  as  foiiows  to  the  extent  penetration  testing  (“PT”)  is 
requested  or  required: 

a)  SCP  may  conduct  a  passive  scan  to  determine  the  number  of  live  IPs  within  the  Customer 
designated  IP  range. 

b)  DIR  Customer  shall  not  intentionally  place  an  unsecured  system  or  device  in  the  test  scope. 

c)  If  DIR  Customer  detects  SCP  testing  activities,  DIR  Customer  technical  staff  shall  follow 

standard  operating  procedures  and  policies.  '• 

2.3  DIR  Customer  Compliance  ■  ^ 

DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with  all  policies,  procedures,  and  processes  in  the  relevant  SIVlM(s)  and  as 
provided  by  DIR.  ^ 
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DIR  Contract  No. 


INTERLOCAL  CONTRACT 
BETWEEN 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  INFORMATION  RESOURCES 

AND 

RELATING  TO  THE  USE  OF  THE  DIR  SHARED  SERVICES  MASTER  SERVICE 

AGREEMENTS 

This  Interlocal  Contract  (“ILC”  or  “Contract”)  is  entered  into  by  the  governmental  entities 
shown  above  as  contracting  parties  (referred  to  individually  as  a  “Party”  and  collectively 
as  the  “Parties”)  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Interlocal  Cooperation  Act,  Chapter  791 , 
Texas  Government  Code.  This  ILC  is  created  to  give  effect  to  the  intent  and  purpose  of 
Subchapter  L,  Chapter  2054,  Texas  Government  Code,  concerning  statewide  technology 
centers,  specifically  sections  2054.376(a)(3),  2054.3771,  and  2054^3851 . 

The  entity  receiving  services  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  through  this  ILC 
is  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  “Receiving  Entity”  or  the  “DIR  Customer.” 

This  ILC  authorizes  DIR  Customer  to  participate  in  the  Department  of  Information 
Resources  (“DIR”  or  “Performing  Agency")  Shared  Services  Program.  The  DIR  Shared 
Services  Program  includes  contracts  that  have  been  competitively  procured  by  DIR.  All 
specific  services  and  products  are  purchased  through  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program 
contracts  and  subject  to  the  processes  and  terms  therein. 

DIR’s  Shared  Services  Program  provides  for  a  Multisourcing  Service  Integrator  (MSI) 
service  provider  (“MSI  SCP”)  and  various  Service  Component  Providers  (“SCP”).  The 
Shared  Services  Master  Service  Agreements,  as  amended,  are  defined  on  the  Shared 
Services  web  page  on  the  DIR  website  (''DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts”)  and  are 
incorporated  herein.  Unless  othenwise  referenced,  the  references  to  Exhibits  and 
Attachments  herein  are  references  to  Exhibits  and  Attachments  of  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  that  this  ILC  is  with  DIR  and,  therefore,  DIR 
Customer  does  not  have  privity  of  contract  with  the  SCPs. 

Capitalized  terms  not  defined  herein  shall  have  the  meaning  set  forth  in  the  relevant  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contract. 

SECTION  I 

CONTRACTING  PARTIES 

DIR  CUSTOMER:  XXXX 

PERFORMING  AGENCY:  Department  of  Information  Resources 
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SECTION  II 

STATEMENT  OF  SERVICES  TO  BE  PERFORMED 

2.1  Effect  of  ILC  and  General  Process 

The  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  offers  a  variety  of  services  and  related  support  and 
products.  The  list  of  such  services  is  provided  through  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Catalog 
and  the  DIR  Shared  Services  portal.  Further,  SCPs  may  work  with  third-party  vendors  to 
provide  additional  services  or  products  within  the  requirements  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contract. 

This  ILC  describes  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  the  Parties  relating  to  implementation, 
operation,  maintenance,  use,  payment,  and  other  associated  issues  by  and  between  DIR 
Customer  and  DIR  related  to  the  Services  to  be  provided  through  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts.  DIR  Customer  shall  receive  the  Services  described  in  the  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contracts,  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts  and  this  ILC.  DIR  Customer  is  only  subject  to  those  specific  terms  to  the  extent 
DIR  Customer  requests  services  or  products  through  those  specific  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts. 

The  details  of  specific  processes  and  procedures  are  contained  in  the  relevant  Service 
Management  Manual  (“SMM”),  developed  by  the  MSI  and/or  SCPs,  approved  by  DIR, 
and  incorporated  herein.  The  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  require  the  MSI  and  SCPs 
to  develop  appropriately  documented  policies,  processes^  and  procedures  and  to  provide 
training  to  DIR  Customer  personnel  where  required  to  ensure  effective  service  interfaces, 
before  approval  and  adoption  of  the  SMM. 

The  terms  of  the  relevant  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  will  apply  to  this  ILC  and  will 
remain  in  full  force  and  effect  except  as  may  be  expressly  modified  by  any  amendment 
to  the  specific  DIR  Shared  Services  Contract.  Such  amendments  will  automatically  apply 
to  this  iLC  with  no  further  action  by  the  Parties.  DIR  shall  keep  DIR  Customer  generally 
informed  of  such  amendments  and  provide  the  opportunity  to  provide  input  to  DIR  through 
the  Shared  Services  portal  as  wellias  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  Governance 
structure  described  below.  ... 

2.2  DIR  Shared  Serviced  Program  Process 

To  obtain  Services,  DIR  Customer  shall  either  order  services  directly  through  the  MSI 
Marketplace  portal  where  certain  services  and  pricing  are  established  or  request  certain 
services  and  products  through  the  Request  for  Services  process.  This  process  is  detailed 
in  the  relevant  SMM  for  each  SCP.  SCP{s)  will  respond  with  a  proposal,  including  the 
proposed  solution  or  service,  estimated  cost  or  other  financial  obligations,  if  any,  and  any 
other  relevant  program-specific  terms  and  conditions  related  to  the  services  provided  for 
in  response  to  the  Request  for  Service.  DIR  Customer  may  accept  or  decline  those  terms 
and  services  at  that  time.  The  final  DIR  Customer  approved  technical  solution,  financial 
solution,  and  related  terms  are  contractually  binding  terms  that  incorporate  the  terms  of 
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this  ILC  and  the  relevant  Shared  Services  Contract(s).  Later  termination  of  a  Service  or 
solution  after  an  original  approval  or  any  pre-payment,  may  result  in  additional  cost  to  the 
DIR  Customer  and  may  not  allow  for  any  refund  of  payments  already  made. 

2.3  Change  Orders  and  Change  Control 

In  accordance  with  the  relevant  SMM  and  Shared  Services  Contract  requirements,  DIR 
Customer  will  coordinate  with  the  MSI  and/or  SCP  for  all  change  requests.  Change 
Control  processes  and  authority  may  vary  between  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  as  it 
relates  to  the  rights  of  Customers  to  request  changes.  Further,  Change  Control  does  not 
allow  DIR  Customers  to  alter  terms  and  conditions  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

SECTION  III 

DIR  CUSTOMER  PARTICIPATION 

3.1  General  Shared  Services  Governance 

Governance  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  is  based  on  an  owner-operator 
approach  in  which  DIR  Customers,  in  the  role  of  operator,  actively  work  with  all  SCPs  to 
resolve  local  operational  issues  and  participate  in  committees  to  address  enterprise 
matters.  Enterprise-level  decisions,  DIR  Customer  issues,  and  resolution  of  escalated 
DIR  Customer-specific  issues  are  carried  out  by  standing  governance  committees, 
organized  by  subject  area  and  comprised  of  representatives  from  DIR  Customers,  DIR 
management,  SCP  management,  MSI  management,  and  subject-matter  experts.  DIR 
Customers  are  structured  into  partner  groups  that  select  representatives  to  participate  in 
these  committees.  DIR  Customer  shall  participate  within  this  Governance  structure  as 
described  above  and  within  the  relevant  SMM{s)  (“Shared  Services  Governance”). 

3.2  DIR  Customer  and  SCP  Interaction  and  Issue  Escalation 

In  accordance  with  the  relevant  SMM(s),  DIR  Customer  shall  interface  with  SCPs  on  the 
performance  of  “day-to-day”  operations,  including  work  practices  requiring  SCP  and  DIR 
Customer  interaction,  issues  resolution,  training,  planning/coordination,  and  “sign-off.”  All 
issues  are  intended  to  be  resolved  at  the  lowest  level  possible.  In  those  instances  where 
it  becomes  necessary,  the  following  escalation  path  is  utilized.  If  DIR  Customer  is  not  able 
to  resolve  an  issue  directly  with  SCP  staff,  DIR  customer  escalates  the  issue  to  SCP 
management.  If  the  issue  cannot  be  resolved  by  SCP  management,  DIR  Customer 
escalates  to  DIR.  If  the  issue  cannot  be  resolved  by  DIR,  DIR  Customer  escalates  to  the 
appropriate  DIR  Shared  Services  Program  Governance  committee. 

3.3  DIR  Customer  Specific  Laws 

Per  the  Compliance  with  Laws  section  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  DIR 
Customer  shall  notify  DIR,  in  writing,  of  all  DIR  Customer-specific  laws  (“DIR  Customer- 
Specific  Laws”),  other  than  SCP  Laws,  that  pertain  to  any  part  of  DIR  Customer’s 
business  that  is  supported  by  SCPs  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  and  DIR 
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will  notify  SCPs,  in  writing,  of  such  D!R  Customer-Specific  Laws.  The  Parties  intend  that 
such  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  will  be  identified  and  included  in  the  portion  of  the  SMM 
specific  to  DIR  Customer.  DIR  Customer  shall  use  commercially  reasonable  efforts  to 
notify  DIR,  in  writing,  of  any  changes  to  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  that  may,  in  any 
way,  impact  the  performance,  provision,  receipt  and  use  of  Services  under  the  DIR 
Shared  Services  Contracts.  DIR  shall  advise  SCPs  of  such  change  and  require  that  any 
changes  to  DIR  Customer-Specific  Laws  are  identified  and  included  in  the  SMM.  if 
necessary  to  facilitate  DIR  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts,  DIR  Customer  shall  provide  written  interpretation  to  DIR  of  any  DIR  Customer- 
Specific  Law. 

3.4  DIR  Customer  responsibilities 

Where  appropriate,  DIR  Customer  shall  support  the  following; 

(a)  Software  currency  standards  are  established  for  the  Shared  Services 
environment  through  the  owner  operator  governance  model.  DIR  Customers 
will  be  engaged  in  approval  of  these  standards  and  the  development  of 
technology  roadmaps  that  employ  these  software  currency  standards.  DIR 
Customers  are  expected  fpTemediate  applications  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
standards 

(b)  Technology  standards  (e.g.,  server  naming  standards,  reference  hardware 
architectures,  operating  systern  platforms)^^^  a^  established  through  Shared 
Services  Governanee.  DIR  Customers  will  adhere  to  these  standards.  Any 
exceptionsiwill  follow  governance  request  processes. 

(c)  DIR  Customer  shall  ensure  networkiconnectivity  and  sufficient  bandwidth  to 
meet  DIR  CustomeisSfneeds; 

(d) ii!)lR  Customers  will  collaborate  with  SCPs  to  establish  and  leverage  standard, 
regular  change  windows  to  support  changes  to  enterprise  systems.  These 
change  windows  will  be  constructed  to  support  varying  degrees  of  service 

.  impact,  from  planned  down-time  to  no  service  impact.  Standard  enterprise 
changes  during  these  windows  may  affect  all  systems  in  one  or  more  of  the 
consolidated  data  centers  simultaneously. 

(e)  DIR  Customers  will  support  the  consolidation  of  commodity  services  into 
shared  enterprise  solutions  that  leverage  common  management  and 
configuration  practices  delivered  by  the  service  providers.  Examples  of  such 
commodity  services  are  SMTP  mail  relay  and  DNS  management. 

(f)  DIR  Customers  will  support  and  align  with  standard  enterprise  Service 
Responsibilities  Matrixes  and  associated  processes  for  obtaining  an  exception 
or  making  improvements  to  the  standard  enterprise  Service  Responsibility 
Matrixes. 
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3.5  DIR  Customer  Equipment  and  Facilities 

Any  use  by  SCPs  of  DIR  Customer  Equipment  and/or  Facilities  shall  be  limited  to  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

DIR  Customer  will  retain  ownership  of  DIR  Customer  Equipment.  DIR  Customer  shall 
comply  with  DIR  refresh  policies,  as  amended  from  time  to  time  by  DIR. 

3.6  DIR  Customer  Contracts,  Leases,  and  Software  with  Third  Parties 

DIR  Customer  will  make  available  for  use  or  use  its  best  efforts  to  cause  to  be  made 
available  for  use  by  DIR  and/or  SCPs  the  DIR  Customer  Contracts  and  Leases  with  third 
parties  {“DIR  Customer  Third  Party  Contracts  and  Leases”)  and  DIR  Customer  third  party 
software  (“DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software”)  that  pertain  to  the  Shared 
Services.  Any  use  by  DIR  and/or  SCPs  of  DIR  Customer  Third  Party  Contracts  and 
Leases  and/or  DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software  shall  be  limited  to  fulfilling 
the  requirements  of  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

SCPs  shall  obtain  ail  Required  Consents  in  accordance  with  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts.  DIR  Customer  will  use  its  best  efforts  to  assist  SCPs  to  obtain  from  each  Third 
Party  Software  licensor  the  right  to  use  the  DIR  Customer-Licensed  Third  Party  Software 
for  Services  provided  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts.  Except  to  the  extent 
expressly  provided  otherwise  and  in  accordance  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts, 
SCPs  shall  pay  all  transfer,  re-licensing,  termination  charges  and  other  costs  or  expenses 
associated  with  obtaining  any  Required  Consents  dr  obtaining  any  licenses  or 
agreements  as  to  which  SCPs  are  unable  to  obtain  such  Required  Consents.  If  requested 
by  DIR,  DIR  Custorner  shall  cooperate  with  SCPs  in  obtaining  the  Required  Consents  by 
executing  appropriate  DIR  approved  written  communications  and  other  documents 
prepared  or  provided  by  SCPs.  ^  ^ 

3.7  Security 

DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with  recommended  relevant  security  standards  and  relevant 
SCP  security  guides,  as  amended  from  time  to  time  by  DIR,  the  MSI,  or  the  SCP.  DIR 
Customer  shall  inform  DIR  as  to  any  DIR  Customer  specific  security  considerations. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  that  any  failure  on  its  part  to  follow  recommended  security 
standards,  policies,  and  procedures  may  place  its  own  data  and  operations  at  risk  as  well 
as  those  of  SCP(s)  and  other  governmental  entities.  DIR  Customer  accepts  the  related 
potential  risks  and  liabilities  that  are  created  by  DIR  Customer's  failure  to  comply  with  the 
recommendations  if  it  is  determined  such  recommendations  would  have  prevented  an 
issue.  DIR  accepts  no  responsibility  for  the  risk  or  liability  incurred  due  to  a  DIR 
Customer’s  decision  to  not  follow  DIR’s  recommendations.  SCP  will  not  be  liable  for 
violations  of  security  policies  and  procedures  by  DIR  Customer.  Additionally,  failure  to 
comply  with  security  standards,  policies,  and  procedures  may  lead  to  the  suspension  or 
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termination  of  the  availability  of  certain  Applications  and  services.  SCP  will  give  DIR  and 
the  DIR  Customer  notification  of  non-compliance. 

SECTION  IV 
CONTRACT  AMOUNT 

In  accordance  with  terms  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  including  all  relevant 
pricing  and  accepted  Request  for  Services  proposals,  and  this  ILC,  DIR  Customer  shall 
be  responsible  for  and  agrees  to  pay  DIR  the  applicable  Charges  for  Services  received 
from  the  SCPs  and  the  MSI,  Services  DIR  Customer  agrees  to  pre-pay,  the  DIR  recovery 
fees,  any  allocated  charges,  and  any  Pass  Through  Expenses  incurred  by  DIR  or  SCPs 
on  behalf  of  DIR  Customer.  The  applicable  fees  are  set  out  in  the  relevant  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts  as  incorporated  herein  and,  if  applicable,  specifically  addressed  in 
response  to  any  Request  for  Services.  Certain  pricing  is  based  upon  DIR  Customer’s 
specific  consumption:  therefore,  DIR  Customer  controls  the  amounts  and  duration  of  the 
contract  amounts,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  amounts  are  subject  to  change 
depending  upon  Services  required  and/or  requested  and  approved  and  further  dependent 
upon  legislative  direction  and  appropriations  available  for  such  Services. 

Attachment  A  provides  the  estimated  spend  for  services  as  approved  by  DIR  Customer, 
This  form  may  be  revised  and  updated  by  ,DIR  Customer  as  needed  without  a  formal 
amendment  from  DIR  by  DIR  Customer  submitting  to  DIR  an  updated  form.  DIR 
Customer  must  adhere  to  its  own  policies  and  processes  for  authorizing  an  adjustment  to 
such  amounts  internally.  DIR  Customer  is  solely  responsible  for  monitoring  compliance 
with  Attachment  A  and  to  communicate  any  changes  to  Attachment  A  to  DIR.  DIR  shall 
not  be  responsible  for  monitoring  or  ensuring  such  compliance. 

^  .SECTION  V 

DIR  shall  electronically  invoice  DIR  Customer  for  Services  on  a  monthly  basis.  Each 
invoice  shall  include  the  applicable  monthly  charges  for  Services  received  from  the  SCPs, 
the  DIR  recovery  fees,  ail  allocated  charges,  and  any  Pass-Through  Expenses  incurred 
by  DIR  or;SCPs  on  behalf  of  DIR  Customer  In  accordance  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts. 

The  DIR  recovery  fees  shall  be  reviewed  at  least  annually  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  for  billed  statewide  central  services  as  set  forth  in  0MB  Circular  A-87,  Cost 
Principles  for  State,' Local  and  Indian  Tribal  Governments  (as  updated,  revised  or 
restated)  and  other  applicable  statutes,  rules,  regulations  and  guidelines.  DIR  shall  retain 
documentation  for  the  DIR  recovery  fees.  DIR  fees  are  also  determined  and  reported  in 
accordance  with  DIR  processes  and  sections  2054.0345-0346  of  the  Texas  Government 
Code. 
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Each  invoice  shall  include  sufficient  detail  for  DIR  Customer  to  allocate  costs  to  all  federal 
and  state  programs  in  accordance  with  the  relative  benefits  received  and  to  make  federal 
claims  according  to  the  federal  cost  plan  of  DIR  Customer. 

In  order  to  allow  DIR  to  meet  the  statutory  payment  requirements  in  Chapter  2251 ,  Texas 
Government  Code,  DIR  Customer  shall  make  monthly  payments  by  check  or  Electronic 
Funds  Transfer  (EFT)  within  twenty  (20)  days  following  receipt  of  each  invoice  from  DIR. 
For  purposes  of  determination  of  the  payment  due  date,  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  shall  use 
the  date  when  the  invoice  is  electronically  transmitted  by  DIR  to  DIR  Customer  and  posted 
on  the  chargeback  system  along  with  reports  that  substantiate  the  service  volumes  and 
associated  charges.  Although  cash  flow  considerations  require  timely  payments  as 
required  herein,  the  rights  of  DIR  Customer  and  DIR  to  dispute  charges  shall  be 
consistent  with  Texas  law. 

The  MSI  SCP  is  required  to  develop  and  maintain  a  chargeback  system.  DIR  shall 
coordinate  requirements  and  functionality  for  the  chargeback  system  with  DIR  Customer 
needs  and  requirements  under  federal  and  state  requirements  for  invoiced  charges 
generated  through  the  system.  DIR  Customer  shall  utilize  this  chargeback  system  to  link 
the  designated  measurable  activity  indicators  (such  as  applications  or  print  jobs)  with  the 
appropriate  financial  coding  streams.  DIR  Customer  shall  update  this  information 
monthly,  or  at  such  other  intervals  as  are  necessary,  to  enable  the  MSI  SCP  to  generate 
accurate  invoices  reflecting  the  appropriate  distribution  of  costs  as  designated  by  DIR 
Customer. 

DIR  Customer  is  liable  for  all  costs  and  expenses  associated  with  providing  Services 
under  the  ILC  to  the  extent  such  costs  and  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  DIR  and 
such  Services  have  been  provided  to  DIR  Customer  or  DIR  Customer  agrees  to  pay  for 
such  Services  prior  to  receiving  them.. 

Except  as  allowed  in  Texas  Government  Code,  Chapter  2251 ,  DIR  Customer  shall  have 
no  right  to  set  off,  withhold  or  otherwise  reduce  payment  on  an  invoice.  In  accordance 
with  Texas  Government  , Code,  Section  791.015,  to  ensure  enforceability  of  payment 
obligations,  DIR  Customer  consents  to  DIR  presenting  this  ILC  and  all  unpaid  invoices  to 
the  alternate  dispute  resolution  process,  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  2009,  Texas  Government 
Code.  Provided,  however,  that  such  consent  shall  not  constitute  an  agreement  or 
stipulation  that  Services  have  been  provided  or  that  the  invoices  are  correct.  DIR 
Customer  expressly  retains  all  rights  to  which  it  is  entitled  under  Texas  Government 
Code,  Chapter  2251,  in  the  event  of  a  disagreement  with  DIR  as  to  whether  Services 
have  been  provided  and  accepted  or  an  invoice  contains  an  error. 

If  DIR  Customer  disputes  an  invoice,  it  shall  present  the  billing  dispute  in  writing  directly 
to  the  MSI  through  the  Service  Catalog  within  four  (4)  invoice  cycles  after  the  date  DIR 
Customer  receives  the  invoice  and  reports  that  substantiate  the  service  volumes  and 
associated  Charges  from  DIR.  DIR  Customer  will  provide  to  the  MSI  all  relevant 
documentation  to  justify  the  billing  dispute. 
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SECTION  VI 

TERM  AND  TERMINATION  OF  CONTRACT  AND  SERVICES 


6.1  Term  and  Termination  of  ILC 


The  term  of  this  ILC  shall  commence  upon  start  of  services  or  execution  of  this  ILC, 
whichever  shall  come  earlier,  and  shall  terminate  upon  mutual  agreement  of  the  Parties. 

This  ILC  is  contingent  on  the  continued  appropriation  of  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the 
amounts  specified  in  DIR  Customer’s  Requests  for  Services,  including  the  continued 
availability  of  sufficient  relevant  federal  funds  if  applicable.  Continuation  of  the  ILC  is  also 
contingent  on  the  continued  statutory  authority  of  the  Parties  to  contract  for  the  Services. 
If  this  ILC  is  terminated  for  any  reason  other  than  lack  of  sufficient  funds,  lack  of  statutory 
authority,  or  material  breach  by  DIR,  DIR  Customer  shall  pay  DIR  an  amount  sufficient  to 
reimburse  DIR  for  any  termination  charges  and  any  termination  assistance  charges 
incurred  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  and  this  ILC  as  a  result  of  such 
termination  by  DIR  Customer.  DIR  Customer  shall  provide  at  least  ninety  (90)  days’ 
written  notice  to  DIR  prior  to  termination.  Payment  of  such  compensation  by  DIR 
Customer  to  DIR  shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  DIR  Customer’s  termination. 

DIR  and  DIR  Customer  acknowledge  and  agree  that  compliance  with  federal  law  and 
ongoing  cooperation  with  federal  authorities  concerning  the  expenditure  of  federal  funds 
in  connection  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  and  this  ILC  are  essential  to  the 
continued  receipt  of  any  relevant  federal  funds.  „ 


ces,  that  it  requested  and  approved,  for 


6.2  Termination  of  Services 

If  DIR  Customer  terminates  certain  Serv: 
convenience,.  DIR  Customer  shall  pay  the  remaining  requisite  unrecovered  costs  that 
have  already  been  incurred  prior  to  the  notice  of  termination,  such  unrecovered  costs  will 
be  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  relevant  Shared  Services  Contract,  SMM,  or  the 
approved  services  proposal  and  related  terms.  DIR  Customer  understands  that  it  may 
not  be  able  to  terminate  services  or  receive  any  refund  of  a  pre-payment  after  approving 
the  relevant  financial  solution. 


I  SECTION  VII 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 


7.1  Public  Information  Act  Requests 

Under  Chapter  552,  Texas  Government  Code  (the  Public  Information  Act),  information 
held  by  SCPs  in  connection  with  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  is  information 
collected,  assembled,  and  maintained  for  DIR.  DIR  shall  respond  to  Public  Information 
Act  requests  for  SCP  information.  If  DIR  Customer  receives  a  Public  Information  Act 
request  for  SCP  information  that  DIR  Customer  possesses,  DIR  Customer  shall  respond 
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to  the  request  as  it  relates  to  the  information  held  by  DIR  Customer.  Responses  to 
requests  for  confidential  information  shall  be  handled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Information  Act  relating  to  Attorney  General  Decisions.  Neither  Party  is 
authorized  to  receive  or  respond  to  Public  Information  Act  requests  on  behalf  of  the  other. 
If  SCP  or  DIR  receives  a  Public  Information  Act  request  for  information  or  data  owned  by 
DIR  Customer,  DIR  or  SCP  will  refer  the  requestor  to  DIR  Customer. 

7.2  Inventory  Control 

DIR  shall  coordinate  financial  accounting  and  control  processes  between  DIR  Customer 
and  SCPs  and  ensure  inclusion  of  reasonable  control  and  reporting  mechanisms, 
including  any  control  and  reporting  mechanisms  specifically  required  by  DIR  Customer, 
in  the  Service  Management  Manual.  Such  procedures  shall  specifically  recognize  DIR 
Customer  requirements  for  inventory  control  and  accounting  for  state  owned  and  leased 
equipment  and  facilities,  including  hardware,  software,  contracts,  and  other  items  of  value 
that  may  be  utilized  by,  or  authorized  for  use  under  the  direction  and  control  of  SCPs. 

7.3  Confidential  Information 

DIR  shall  require  SCPs  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  DIR  Customer  information  to  the 
same  extent  that  DIR  Customer  is  required  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  the 
information,  and  with  the  same  degree  of  care  SCPs  use  to  protect  their  own  confidential 
information.  DIR  acknowledges  that  DIR  Customer  may  be  legally  prohibited  from 
disclosing  or  allowing  access  to  certain  confidential  data  in  its  possession  to  any  third 
party,  including  DIR  and  SCPs.  The  relevant  SMM  shall  document  detailed  confidentiality 
procedures,  including  the  process  DIR  Customer  shall  follow  to  identify  confidential 
information  it  is  legally  prohibited  from  disclosing  or  allowing  access  to  by  DIR  and  SCPs 
and  including  confidentiality  procedures  required  that  are  specific  to  DIR  Customer.  The 
DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  sets  forth  the  confidentiality  obligations  of  SCPs. 

DIR  Customer  shall  notify  DIR,  in  writing,  (1)  if  DIR  Customer  is  a  covered  entity  subject 
to  the  Health  Insurance  Portability  and  Accountability  Act  (HiPAA)  privacy  regulations  at 
45  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  F’arts  160  and  164,  that  is  required  to  enter  into  a 
business  associate  agreement  with  DIR  or  SCPs;  (2)  if  DIR  Customer  receives  Federal 
tax  returns  or  return  information;  and  (3)  if  DIR  Customer  is  subject  to  any  other 
requirements  specific  to  the  provision  of  Services.  If  DIR  Customer  receives  federal  tax 
returns  or  return  information,  then  DIR  Customer  must  comply  with  the  requirement  of 
IRS  Publication  1075  and  Exhibit  7  to  IRS  Publication  1075.  In  the  event  a  DIR  customer 
is  subject  to  additional  requirement  as  mentioned  in  this  section,  DIR  shall  require  SCPs 
to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  DIR  Customer  information  in  accordance  with  language 
included  in  Attachment  B  of  this  agreement.  Such  additional  requirements  as  is  included 
in  Attachment  B  of  this  agreement  shall  be  included  in  the  relevant  SMM. 

7.4  Notification  Information 

Contact  information  for  purposes  of  notification  for  each  Party  is  set  forth  below. 
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DIR  Customer’s  Primary  Contact 

Nami:Z_lZ_^_l_IlZ: 


Title:  -3:: 


Address 
Telephone 
Email 


iss:  '■■'■■'  'r-v':.;  -v.-/.r ;.;-v  .-■. 

hone: 

•'  :.^  -l-rx  :■  •■'  ^■ 


DlR’s  Primary  Contact 
sharedservicescontractoffice@dir.texas.gov 


mf 


The  DIR  Billing  Contact  is  listed  in  the  DIR  Contacts  section  of  the  monthly  Shared 
Services  Payment  Guidance  letter,  which  is  provided  to  the  DIR  Customer  with  the 
monthly  Shared  Services  invoice. 

7.5  Binding  Effect 

The  Parties  hereto  bind  themselves  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respective 
obligations  under  this  ILC. 

7.6  Amendments  '"‘‘fX 

This  ILC  may  not  be  amended  except  by, .written  dociimeht  signed  by  the  Parties  hereto 
or  as  specified  within  this  ILC  orsthe  attachrhent  being  amended. 


7.7  Conflicts  between  Agreements 

If  the  terms  of  this  Contract  conflict  with  the  terms  of  any  other  contract  between  the 
Parties,  the  most  recent  contract  shall  prevail.  This  Contract  provides  a  general 
description  of  certain  terms  within.the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts.  If  the  terms  of  this 
Contract  conflict  with  the  terms  of  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  the  DIR  Shared 
Services  Contracts’  terms  shall  prevail.  If  the  terms  of  this  Contract  conflict  with  the  terms 
of  an  accepted  proposal  on  solution  from  a  Request  for  Services,  this  Contract  shall 
prevail.  XX.;, 


7.8  Responsibilities  of  the  Parties 


The  Parties  shall  comply  with  all  federal,  state  and  local  laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  rules 
and  regulations  and  with  the  orders  and  decrees  of  any  courts  or  administrative  bodies 
or  tribunals  in  any  manner  affecting  the  performance  of  the  ILC.  The  parties  do  not  intend 
to  create  a  joint  venture.  Each  Party  acknowledges  it  is  not  an  agent,  servant  or  employee 
of  the  other.  Each  Party  is  responsible  for  its  own  acts  and  deeds  and  for  those  of  its 
agents,  servants  and  employees.  Notwithstanding  the  foregoing,  DIR  will  cooperate  with 
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DIR  Customer  in  all  reasonable  respects  to  resolve  any  issues  pertaining  to  federal 
funding  in  connection  with  this  ILC  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts. 

DIR  and  DIR  Customer  agree  that  Services  contemplated  in  this  ILC  shall  be  governed 
by  provisions  in  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  regarding  individual  responsibilities 
of  the  parties,  including  Services  provided  by  the  SCPs.  DIR  Customer  shall  comply  with 
all  policies,  procedures,  and  processes  in  the  relevant  SMM  (s)  and  as  provided  by  DIR. 
In  the  event  DIR  Customer  actions,  failure  to  perform  certain  responsibilities,  or  Request 
for  Services  result  in  financial  costs  to  DIR,  including  interest  accrued,  those  costs  shall 
be  the  responsibility  of  DIR  Customer.  DIR  and  DIR  Customer  shaH  coordinate  and  plan 
for  situations  where  conflicts,  failure  to  perform  or  meet  timely  deadlines,  or  competition 
for  resources  may  occur  during  the  term  of  this  contract.  Unless  otherwise  specifically 
addressed,  the  governance  process,  addressed  above,  for  the  DIR  Shared  Services 
Contracts  shall  be  used  for  issue  resolution  between  DIR  Customers,  DIR  and  DIR  SCPs. 

7.9  Audit  Rights  of  the  State  Auditor’s  Office 

In  accordance  with  Section  2262.154,  Texas  Government  Code  and  other  applicable  law, 
the  Parties  acknowledge  and  agree  that;  (1)  the  state  auditor,  the  Parties’  internal 
auditors,  and  if  applicable,  the  Office  of  Inspector  General  of  DIR  Customer  or  their 
designees  may  conduct  audits  or  investigations  of  any  entity  receiving  funds  from  the 
state  directly  under  the  Contract  or  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts,  or  indirectly 
through  a  subcontract  under  the  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts;  (2)  that  the  acceptance 
of  funds  directly  through  this  Contract  or  indirectly  through  a  subcontractor  under  the 
Contract  acts  as  acceptance  of  the  authority  of  the  state  auditor,  under  the  direction  of 
the  legislative  audit  committee,  the  Parties’  internal  auditors,  and  if  applicable,  the  Office 
of  Inspector  General  of  DIR  Customer  or  their  designees  to  conduct  audits  or 
investigations  in  cohriection  with  those  funds;  and  (3)  that  the  Parties  shall  provide  such 
auditors  or  inspectors  with  access  to  any  information  considered  relevant  by  such  auditors 
or  inspectors  to  their  investigations  or  audits. 

7.10  General  Terms 

Except  as  expressly  provided  herein,  no  provision  of  this  ILC  will  constitute  or  be 
construed  as  a  waiver  of  any  of  the  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies  or  immunities 
available  to  DIR  Customer.  The  failure  to  enforce  or  any  delay  in  the  enforcement  of  any 
privileges,' rights,  defenses,  remedies,  or  immunities  available  to  DIR  Customer  by  law 
will  not  constitute  a  waiver  of  said  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies,  or  immunities  or 
be  considered  as  a  basis  for  estoppel.  Except  as  expressly  provided  herein,  DIR 
Customer  does  not  waive  any  privileges,  rights,  defenses,  remedies  or  immunities 
available  to  DIR  Customer. 

This  Customer  Agreement  will  be  construed  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  Venue  for  any  action  relating  to  this  Customer  Agreement  is  in  Texas  state  courts 
in  Austin,  Travis  County,  Texas,  or,  with  respect  to  any  matter  in  which  the  federal  courts 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  federal  courts  for  Travis  County,  Texas. 
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If  one  or  more  provisions  of  this  ILC,  or  the  application  of  any  provision  to  any  Party  or 
circumstance,  is  held  invalid,  unenforceable,  or  illegal  in  any  respect,  the  remainder  of 
this  ILC  and  the  application  of  the  provision  to  other  Parties  or  circumstances  will  remain 
valid  and  in  full  force  and  effect. 


Signatory  Warranty 

Each  signatory  warrants  requisite  authority  to  execute  the  ILC  on  behalf  of  the  entity 
represented.  0:'’- 

SECTION  VIII 

CERTIFICATIONS  ^  , 

The  undersigned  Parties  hereby  certify  that:  (1)  the  matters  specified  above  are 
necessary  and  essential  for  activities  that  are  properly  within  the  statutory  functions  and 
programs  of  the  affected  agencies  of  State  Government;  (2)  this  ILC  serves  the  interest 
of  efficient  and  economical  administration  of  State  Government;  and  (3)  the  Services, 
supplies  or  materials  in  this  ILC  are  not  required  ^by  Section  21,  Article  16  of  the 
Constitution  of  Texas  to  be  supplied  under  contract  given  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  Parties  have  signed  this  ILC  effective  on  date  of  last 
signature  below.  v,  ‘  <  .  ' 

RECEIVING  ENTITY:  XX)b( 


_ 


By: _ 

Printed  Name: _ 


Title  _ 
Date: 


. : . - . ::  -  - 


■’"aii 


PERFORMING  AGENCY:  DEPARTMENT  OF  INFORMATION  RESOURCES 


By:. 


Printed  Name:_ 
Title: _ 


Sally  Ward 


Director,  Program  Planning  and  Governance 


Date: 


Legal: 
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Attachments  to  ILC 

Attachment  A  Estimated  Spend  Form  -  {Customer  may  provide  Attachment  A  to  DIR  If 
required  by  their  processes.) 


Attachment  B  Additional  Confidentially  Requirements  -  (As  necessary  and  described  in 
Section  7.3,  Confidential  Information) 
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Attachment  A 
Estimated  Spend  Form 

*This  form  is  to  be  used  as  needed  by  the  DIR  Customer  to  capture  spend  within  the 
Shared  Services  Program.  This  amount  may  be  based  upon  the  DIR  Customer’s  biennial 
budget(s). 

Below  are  the  estimated  spend  amounts  for  certain  D!R  Shared  Services  received 
through  this  ILC  and  may  change  based  upon  DIR  Customer  consumption.  This  amount 
is  to  be  managed  and  monitored  solely  by  the  DIR  Customer.  Amounts  may  be 
transferred  by  the  DIR  Customer  that  change  this  amount.  Such  increases  or  decreases 
are  strictly  within  the  control  of  the  DIR  Customer. 

DIR  Customer  is  required  to  pay  for  any  costs  incurred  in  accordance  with  this  ILC  and 
the  related  DIR  Shared  Services  Contracts  regardless  of  the  estimated  spend  amounts 
reflected  herein.  -  ' 

Updates  to  this  form  may  be  executed  through  written  notice  by  the  DIR  Customer  to  DIR. 

Costs,  such  as  incremental  network  expenses,  which  are  billed  directly  to  or  paid  by  the 
DIR  Customer,  are  not  included  in  these  amounts. 

For  the  period  MONTH  DAY,  YEAR  through  MONTH  DAY,  YEAR  the  estimated  spend 
is  $XX,XXX  as  the  spend  applies  to _ Services. 

DIR  Customer  acknowledges  and  agrees  that  the  responsibility  to  manage,  monitor,  and 
change  the  amounts  contained  in  this  form  are  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  DIR 
Customer.  Further,  each  signatory; warrants  requisite  authority  to  execute  any  changes 
to  this  Attachment  A  in  accordance  with  the  DIR  Customer's  applicable  approval 
processes.  ^ . 

By::^^ _ _ 

Printed  Name; _ _ i _ 


Date: 
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Attachment  B 

Additional  Confidentiality  Requirements 


None 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <  Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Friday,  April  26,  2019  3:50  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL  (CC/EA/VR  -  881)  —  Secretary  Whitley  Announces  Settlement  In  Litigation 
On  Voter  Registration  List  Maintenance  Activity 


Dear  County  Election  Officials  and  Voter  Registrars, 

Please  see  the  news  advisory  below  regarding  the  settlement  of  the  litigation  on  list  maintenance  activities.  Please  be 
advised  that  we  will  be  sending  out  more  details  and  instructions  to  you  regarding  the  new  process  going  forward. 

Thank  you. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 

/I 

,/  I 

¥0TlTEXaS.G0V  S 

POWEREQ  By  THE  T£HMS  SeSRETARY  8FS7mE  f 

The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of 
the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and 
consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 


Having  trouble  viewing  this  email?  View  it  as  a  Web  page. 


0 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
April  26,2019 


Contact:  Sam  Taylor 
STavlor@sos.texas.gov 

512-463-6116 


Secretary  Whitley  Announces  Settlement  In  Litigation  On  Voter  Registration  List 

Maintenance  Activity 
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Plaintiffs  agree  to  dismiss  all  claims  against  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 


AUSTIN,  TX  -  Today,  the  parties  to  LULAC  v.  Whitley  (and  consolidated  cases)  agreed  to  a  settlement  in 
the  litigation  regarding  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State’s  voter  registration  list  maintenance  activity 
announced  on  January  25.  2019  to  identify  and  remove  non-U. S.  citizens  registered  to  vote  in  Texas.  All 
parties  agreed  to  a  mutually  acceptable  process  by  which  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  can  continue 
to  conduct  voter  registration  list  maintenance  required  under  both  state  and  federal  law  while  eliminating 
the  impact  of  any  list  maintenance  on  eligible  Texas  voters.  The  plaintiffs  agreed  to  dismiss  all  of  their 
claims  and  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State's  office  agreed  to  issue  a  new  advisory  notifying  Texas  counties  on 
the  revised  process  for  identifying  and  removing  non-U. S.  citizens  from  the  state's  voter  rolls. 

Secretary  Whitley  issued  the  following  statement  regarding  the  settlement  agreement: 

"I  want  to  thank  the  Texas  Legislature,  county  election  officials  from  across  the  state,  and  the  parties  in 
this  litigation  for  working  with  our  office  to  develop  a  sustainable  non-citizen  list  maintenance  process. 
From  the  beginning,  this  process  was  designed  to  be  collaborative,  and  today's  agreement  reflects  a 
constructive  collaboration  among  all  stakeholders.  It  is  of  paramount  importance  that  Texas  voters  can 
have  confidence  in  the  integrity,  accuracy,  and  efficiency  of  the  electoral  system  in  which  they  participate. 
Today's  agreement  accomplishes  our  office's  goal  of  maintaining  an  accurate  list  of  qualified  registered 
voters  while  eliminating  the  impact  of  any  list  maintenance  activity  on  naturalized  U.S.  citizens.  I  will 
continue  to  work  with  all  stakeholders  in  the  election  community  to  ensure  this  process  is  conducted  in  a 
manner  that  holds  my  office  accountable  and  protects  the  voting  rights  of  eligible  Texans." 

As  part  of  the  settlement,  the  parties  agreed  to  a  revised  list  maintenance  process  for  the  Texas  Secretary 
of  State's  office  to  utilize  in  matching  Texas  Department  of  Public  Safety  (DPS)  data  regarding  potential 
non-U.S.  citizens  with  Texas'  voter  registration  database.  The  parties  agreed  that,  going  forward,  the  Texas 
Secretary  of  State's  office  will  send  to  county  voter  registrars  only  the  matching  records  of  individuals  who 
registered  to  vote  before  identifying  themselves  as  non-U.S.  citizens  to  DPS  when  applying  for  a  driver 
license  or  personal  identification  card.  This  will  ensure  that  naturalized  U.S.  citizens  who  lawfully 
registered  to  vote  are  not  impacted  by  this  voter  registration  list  maintenance  process. 

Please  DO  NOT  REPLY  to  this  message.  It  comes  from  an  un-monitored  mailbox.  If  you  have  any 
questions  regarding  this  announcement  or  wish  to  unsubscribe,  please  e-mail  Sam  Taylor  at 

STavlor@sos.texas.gov 


Stay  Connected  with  Texas  Secretary  of  State: 


SUBSCRIBER  SERVICES: 


2 
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Manage  Subscriptions  |  Unsubscribe  All  |  Help 


This  email  was  sent  to  caclkins@sos.texas.qov  using  GovDelivery  Communications  Cloud  on  behalf  of:  Texas  Secretary  of  State  •  707  17fh 
St,  Suite  4000  ■  Denver,  CO  80202 
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Alexj^JRios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Friday,  May  03,  2019  8:51  AM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL--VR/EA— Settlement  update 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


Dear  Voter  Registrars  and  Elections  Administrators, 

As  we  alerted  you  last  Friday,  the  parties  reached  a  settlement  of  the  three  federal  lawsuits  challenging  the  list 
maintenance  activity  announced  in  Election  Advisory  2019-02.  The  district  court  entered  an  order  dismissing  all  three 
cases  on  Monday,  April  29,  2019. 

As  part  of  the  settlement,  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  has  rescinded  Election  Advisory  2019-02.  We  advise  you  to  take 
no  further  action  on  any  data  files  that  our  office  sent  you  in  connection  with  Election  Advisory  2019-02.  For  online 
counties  and  offline  counties  using  the  dashboard,  we  have  closed  all  tasks  related  to  these  data  files.  We  urge  other 
offline  counties  to  close  all  tasks  associated  with  any  data  files  that  we  sent  you  for  this  list  maintenance  activity. 

In  addition,  if  you  sent  any  voter  a  notice  of  examination  as  a  result  of  Election  Advisory  2019-02,  please  send  that  voter 
a  new  letter  advising  them  that  they  are  still  registered  to  vote  and  that  their  voter  registration  status  is  no  longer  in 
question.  You  do  not  need  to  send  this  additional  notice  if  the  individual  has  contacted  your  office  and  asked  to  be 
removed  from  the  voter  rolls  or  if  there  is  some  other  basis  for  investigating  the  eligibility  of  the  voter.  We  understand 
that  some  counties  have  already  sent  additional  notices  to  certain  voters;  however,  if  you  have  not  done  so  and  have 
questions  about  the  appropriate  language  to  use  in  these  notices,  please  contact  our  office  before  issuing  notices  to  any 
voters. 

Consistent  with  the  parties'  settlement,  we  anticipate  issuing  a  new  advisory  related  to  the  agreed-upon  and  revised  list 
maintenance  process  in  the  coming  weeks. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  these  matters  and  for  all  of  your  hard  work  going  into  the  May  elections.  If  you  have 
any  questions  regarding  this  e-mail,  please  give  us  a  call. 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE{8683) 

www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BYTHE  TEXAS  SEEmARYmmW 


The  information  contained  in  this  emaii  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Eiection  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  personal  legal  advice  to  you  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are 
involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 

Monday,  May  06,  2019  3:41  PM 

Mass  Email  Advisory— CC/EA— Advisories  for  May  4,  2019  Uniform  Election 
ADV2019-07  Partial  Manual  Count  May  4,  2019  CSO.docx.pdf 


Dear  Election  Officials; 

Attached  to  this  email  you  w/ill  find  Advisory  2019-07  -  Partial  Manual  County  for  May  4,  2019  Uniform  Election. 

Pursuant  to  Section  127.201(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  "Code"),  the  General  Custodian  of  Election  records 
in  an  election  in  twhich  an  electronic  voting  system  is  used  must  conduct  a  partial  manual  count.  The  partial  manual 
count  is  NOT  waived  for  the  May  4,  2019  election.  The  General  Custodian  of  Election  Records  will  select  the 
precincts  in  which  to  conduct  the  manual  count.  See  the  attached  advisory  for  instructions. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  partial  manual  count  applies  to  all  early  voting  by  mail,  early  voting  in  person,  and  election 
day  ballots.  For  additional  details  about  this  process,  please  see  Advisory  2018-30  Revised  Procedures  for  Partial 
Manual  Count. 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  or  concerns. 

Christina  Worrell  Adkins 

Legal  Director  -  Elections  Division 

Office  of  the  Texas  Secretary  of  State 

1019  Brazos  Street  [  Rudder  Building,  2nd  Floor  |  Austin,  Texas  78701 
1.800.252.VOTE  (8683) 

elections(5)sos.texas.gov  |  www.sos.texas.Eov/elections 
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The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  5?  1.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not  intended  to 
serve  os  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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The  State  of  Texas 


Elections  Division 
P.O.  Box  12060 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2060 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


David  Whitley 
Secretary  ofState 


Phone;  5 12-463-5650 
Fax:512-475-281 1 
Dial  7-1-1  ForRelay  Sen'ices 
(800)  252-VOTE  (8683) 


TO:  All  Cities,  School  Districts  and  Other  Political  Subdivisions 

FROM:  Keith  Ingram,  Director  of  Elections 

DATE:  May  4,  2019 

RE:  Partial  Manual  Count  after  the  May  4,  20 1 9  Uniform  Election  Date 


Pursuant  to  Section  127.201(a)  of  the  Texas  Election  Code  (the  “Code”),  the  general  custodian  of 
election  records  in  an  election  in  which  an  electronic  voting  system  is  used  must  conduct  a  partial 
manual  count  in  one  percent  of  the  election  precincts  or  three  election  precincts,  whichever  is 
greater.  The  partial  manual  count  is  not  waived  for  the  May  4, 2019  election. 

The  partial  manual  count  applies  to  election  day,  early  voting  in  person  and  early  voting  bv 
mail  ballots. 


The  partial  manual  count  is  required  for  all  counties  that  automatically  tabulate  their  ballots 
using  an  optical/digital  scanner.  Optical/digital  scanners  are  either  precinct  ballot  counters 
or  central  scanners.  Therefore,  entities  that  hand  counted  their  ballots  are  not  required  to 
conduct  the  partial  manual  count.  Tex.  Elec.  Code  §  127.201(a),  (g). 

Please  follow  these  instructions  for  completing  your  partial  manual  count: 

1.  Select  the  precincts  in  which  to  conduct  the  manual  count.  You  must  select  the  greater  of 
one  percent  of  election  precincts  or  three  election  precincts.  NOTE:  If  you  had  only  one 
election  precinct,  you  will  conduct  the  manual  count  for  that  one  precinct. 

2.  Select  the  precincts  at  random. 

3.  Post  notice  of  the  date,  hour,  and  place  of  count  in  your  office  (office  of  the  general 
custodian  of  election  records.) 

4.  Begin  the  manual  count  no  later  than  7  p.m.,  Tuesday,  May  7, 2019,  and  complete  the 
manual  count  not  later  than  Tuesday,  May  28,  2019.  NOTE:  You  can  begin  the  manual  count 
simply  by  logging  into  system  with  your  new  password.  This  will  count  as  you  beginning  the 
partial  manual  count. 

5.  Report  results  of  the  partial  manual  count  to  the  Secretary  of  State: 

a  Click  on  the  following  link:_ 

httDs://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/csomanualcount/index.aspx 

b.  Select  your  entity  in  the  drop  down  menu. 

c.  A  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  separately.  You  will  be  required  to 
create  a  new  password  before  proceeding  to  complete  the  manual  count. 

d.  Remember  if  you  hand  counted  your  ballots  you  are  not  required  to  conduct  the 
partial  manual  recount.  Follow  the  prompts.  Enter  results  of  the  partial  manual  count. 
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The  instructions  for  reporting  the  partial  manual  count  will  be  available  once  you 
access  the  online  system.  NOTE:  Any  discrepancies  found  between  electronic  and 
manual  count  totals  should  be  noted  in  the  discrepancy  field  provided  online, 
e.  Print  the  online  page  for  your  records  and  exit  the  program. 

If  more  than  one  electronic  voting  system  is  used  for  a  precinct,  the  manual  count  must  include 
counts  from  all  systems.  You  may,  but  are  not  required  to,  hire  outside  help  to  assist  you  in  this  task. 

You  are  not  required  to  petition  a  district  judge  for  pennission  to  retrieve  the  ballots,  since  this  is  a 
procedure  that  is  required  by  law.  At  the  time  you  have  designated  to  begin  the  manual  count,  you 
should  arrange  access  to  the  ballots  for  the  selected  precincts.  Following  the  manual  count,  all 
election  material  shall  be  re-secured  and  returned  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

Those  political  subdivisions  contracting  with  the  county  for  the  conduct  of  the  May  election  should 
inform  the  county  clerk/elections  administrator  that  the  partial  manual  count  has  NOT  been  waived. 

Please  contact  Tiffany  Owens  at  1-800-252-2216  or  elections@sos.texas.gov  if  you  have  any 
questions  in  conducting  your  partial  manual  count  or  if  you  experience  any  problems  entering  your 
data. 

K1:CA 

CC:  County  Clerks/Elections  Administrators  (via  e-mail) 
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Elections  Internet  <Elections@sos.texas.gov> 
Wednesday,  May  15,  2019  10:55  AM 
Mass  Email—  CC/EA  —  Precinct  by  Precinct  Report 


From: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


Election  Officials, 

Pursuant  to  Section  67.017  of  the  Texas  Eleetion  Code,  all  political  subdivisions  are  required  to  file  electronic 
precinct-by-precinct  returns  with  the  Secretary  of  State  Elections  Division  not  later  than  the  30*'’  day  after 
Election  Day.  Please  submit  these  reports  to  our  office  not  later  than  Monday,  June  3, 2019. 

Loggin2  in  the  system: 

1 .  You  may  access  the  online  reporting  system  by  clinking  on  this  link: 
https://efm.sos.state.tx.us/votecount/signon.asp 

2.  A  temporary  password  will  be  emailed  to  you  in  a  separate  email. 


Information  needed  to  submit  vour  precinct-bv-precinct  results: 

1 .  You  should  not  input  your  results  until  after  you  have  canvassed  your  election.  The  report  is  meant 
to  capture  final  election  results. 

2.  You  must  include  both  the  early  votes  and  election  day  votes  by  precinct  for  all  races  reported. 

3.  There  are  three  methods  by  which  you  can  submit  this  report  to  our  office: 

A.  You  can  upload  your  results  through  the  link  above  via  the  SOS  application  using  an  Excel, 
PDF,  or  ASC  formatted  file.  The  infonnation  must  include: 

1.  Political  Subdivision 

2.  Election  Date 

3.  Election  Name 

4.  Total  Provisional  Ballots 

5.  Total  provisional  Ballots  Counted 

6.  Precinct  Number 

7 .  T otal  Number  of  Regi  stered  V oters 

8.  Race  Name 

9.  Candidate  Name 

10.  Early  Vote  Totals 

1 1 .  Election  Day  Vote  Totals 

B.  Upload  a  vendor  provided  spreadsheet  including  all  required  information  using  the  SOS 
application;  or 
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C.  You  can  “build”  your  own  report  by  inputting  your  precinct  returns  directly  in  the  system.  The 
instruction  for  inputting  the  results  are  online. 

4.  The  precinct  by  precinct  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  not  later  than  30  days  after  the  election. 
All  results  must  be  submitted  by  Monday,  June  3,  2019. 

If  you  need  any  assistance  with  your  password  or  have  additional  questions  or  concerns,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to  contact  our  office  at  (800)252-8683  or  eIections@,sos.texas. gov. 


Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.us/elections /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


¥OTETEXfiS.GOV 

POWERED  B/THE  TmssEmmRymmm 


4 

tf> 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31.004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  a  legal  opinion  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are  involved. 
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Alexy  Rios 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Keith  Ingram  <KIngram@sos.texas.gov> 

Tuesday,  May  28,  2019  4:22  PM 
Elections  Internet 

MASS  EMAIL— CC/VR/EA"Letter  from  Deputy  SOS 
Letter-DSOS-5.28.19.pdf 


Sensitivity: 


Personal 


Hello  Everyone, 

Attached,  please  find  a  letter  from  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Joe  Esparza.  He  can  be  reached  at  JEsparza(S)sos.texas.gov. 
Please  let  us  know  if  you  have  any  questions, 

Keith  Ingram 

Director,  Elections  Division 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
800-252-VOTE(8683) 

WWW.  SOS,  state,  tx.  u  s  /  elections  /index,  shtml 

For  Voter  Related  Information,  please  visit: 


POWERED  BVTHE 


The  information  contained  in  this  email  is  intended  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  in  election  matters  per  §31. 004  of  the  Texas  Election  Code.  It  is  not 
intended  to  serve  as  personal  legal  advice  to  you  for  any  matter.  Please  review  the  law  yourself,  and  consult  with  an  attorney  when  your  legal  rights  are 
involved. 
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Executive  Division 
Capitol  Building,  IE. 8 
P.O.  Box  12697 
Austin,  Texas  7871 1-2697 


The  State  of  Texas 


Secretary  of  State 

May  28, 2019 


Phone:512-463-5770 
Fax:512-475-2761 
Dial  7-1 -I  For  Relay  Services 
www.sos.state.tx.iis 


Dear  County  Election  Officials: 

Now  that  the  86‘'’  Legislature  has  come  to  a  close,  we  would  like  to  take  the  time  to  thank  you  for 
your  assistance,  feedback,  and  engagement  over  the  past  140  days. 

As  we  move  forward  and  prepare  for  the  upcoming  November  Constitutional  Amendment 
Election,  the  2020  Primary  Election,  and  the  2020  General  Election,  1  want  to  assure  each  and 
every  one  of  you  that  you  can  count  on  our  agency  to  continue  providing  support  and  guidance  to 
better  serve  the  voters  in  your  respective  counties. 

We  will  continue  to  work  together  to  improve  election  administration,  enhance  election  security, 
and  ensure  that  all  election  officials  are  properly  trained  on  changes  to  the  Texas  Election  Code 
that  occurred  during  this  year’s  session.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  all  in  July  at  this  year’s 
Election  Law  Seminar  in  Austin. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  reach  out  to  me  directly  if  you  have  any  questions  or  need  anything 
from  our  office.  Thank  you  for  your  service  to  Texas  voters  and  for  your  steadfast  commitment 
to  public  service  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 


Sincerely, 


Joe  Esparza 
Deputy  Secretary  of  State 
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